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FOREWORD

On October 21, 2024, DPI organised an interactive seminar titled The Role of Civil So-
ciety in Countering Polarisation, hosted by the Embassy of Finland in Ankara, Turkiye.
Joined by Ambassador Pirkko Hamalainen, participants comprised a small group of
leading civil society actors representing the spectrum of different political and soci-
etal affiliations in TUrkiye as well as political party representatives.

The seminar sought to discuss and debate the role of civil society in depolarisation
effortsin Turkiye, specifically from a conflict resolution perspective, seeking to con-
structively exchange viewpoints and open discourse. Discussions aimed to analyse
the impacts of polarisation on society from different perspectives and determine
strategies to solve them, identify the role of civil society organisations in facilitating
dialogue between polarised groups and actors, and assess how civil society can con-
tribute to building societal peace and developing fair, equal, and inclusive practices.

From a peacebuilding standpoint, international experiences have shown that peace
agreements are more successful and enduring when informal processes engaging
civil society and grassroots movements support formal negotiations. Ensuring the
involvement and representation of civil society within peace processes fosters mo-
mentum, builds mutual trust, and reduces polarisation. The absence of civil society
from peace processes canresultinfailure to publicise the idea of peace or transcend
political divides. As a result, including civil society in the peace process serves to
direct action in a manner that unites people, ensures accountability, and holistically
addresses meso-level concerns beyond political contexts.

From this discussion, the exchange of insights and experiences highlighted the im-
portance of acknowledging the role of civil society in the peacebuilding process and
its vital potential for anti-polarisation. Leveraging civil society to further ongoing
peacebuilding effortsin Tlrkiye is an essential step to effectively resolve the Kurdish
issue and instil peace.

We would like to express our gratitude to the Embassy of Finland in Ankara and Am-
bassador Hamalainen for hosting the event and for their continued support.

This series forms part of a wider range of activities planned under the Promoting
Peace in Turkey and the Region project, supported by the governments of Ireland,
Norway and Switzerland.

Yours sincerely,

Kerim Yildiz

Chief Executive Officer
Democratic Progress Institute

The Role of Civil Society in Countering Polarisation

ONSOZ

21 Ekim 2024 tarihinde DPI, Finlandiya’nin Ankara BlyUkel¢iligi'nin ev sahipliginde
Sivil Toplumun Kutuplasmayi Onleyici Etkisi baslikli interaktif bir seminer diizen-
ledi. Blyukelgi Pirkko Hamalainen'in de katildigi seminerin katihmcilari arasinda
Tlrkiye'deki farkli siyasi ve toplumsal egilimleri temsil eden sivil toplum aktorleri-
nin yani sira siyasi parti temsilcileri de vardi.

Seminer, Tlrkiye'deki kutulplasmayi 6nleyici cabalarda sivil toplumun rolling,
Ozellikle catisma ¢6zUmU perspektifinden tartismayi ve yapici bir sekilde goéris
alisverisinde bulunmayi amaclamistir. Tartismalar, kutuplasmanin toplum Gzerin-
deki etkilerini farkl perspektiflerden analiz etmeyi ve ¢6ziime yonelik yontemleri
belirlemeyi, kutuplasmis gruplar ve aktorler arasinda diyalogu kolaylastirmada
sivil toplum kuruluslarinin rolini tanimlamay!i ve sivil toplumun toplumsal bari-
sin insasina ve adil, esit ve kapsayici uygulamalarin gelistiriimesine nasil katkida
bulunabilecedini degerlendirmeyi amaclamistir.

Barisininsasi agisindan bakildiginda, uluslararasi deneyimler sivil toplum ve taban
hareketlerinin dahil oldugu slrecler resmi miizakereleri desteklediginde baris an-
lasmalarinin daha basarili ve kalici oldugunu goéstermistir. Sivil toplumun baris st-
reclerine katihminin ve temsilinin saglanmasiivme kazandirir, karsilikli glven tesis
eder ve kutuplasmayi azaltir. Sivil toplumun baris streclerinde yer almamasi, baris
fikrinin duyurulamamasina veya siyasi bélinmelerin asilamamasina neden olabilir.
Sonug olarak, sivil toplumu baris slirecine dahil etmek, insanlari birlestiren, hesap
verebilirligi saglayan ve siyasi baglamlarin 6tesinde mezo diizeydeki kaygilari bi-
tlncll bir sekilde ele alan bir sekilde eylemi yonlendirmeye hizmet eder.

Bu tartisma, sivil toplumun baris insasi slirecindeki potansiyel roltinin ve kutup-
lasmayi 6nleyici etkisinin dnemini vurgulamistir. Tirkiye'de devam eden barisinsa-
si cabalariniilerletmek igin sivil toplumdan yararlanmak, Kirt meselesini etkili bir
sekilde ¢ozmek ve barisi tesis etmek i¢cin 6nemli bir adimdir.

Finlandiya’'nin Ankara BlyUkelciligi'ne ve Blylkelgi Hamalainen'e etkinlige ev sa-
hipligi yaptiklari ve desteklerini slirdirdUkleriigin slikranlarimizi sunariz.

Bu etkinlik, Norveg, irlanda ve isvicre hiikiimetleri tarafindan desteklenen Tiirki-
ye'de ve Bdlgede Barisi Desteklemek projesi kapsaminda planlanan daha genis bir
dizi etkinligin bir pargasidir.

Saygilarimla,

Kerim Yildiz

[cra Kurulu Baskani
Demokratik Gelisim Enstit(isi

Sivil Toplumun Kutuplasmayi Onleyici Etkisi
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INTRODUCTION

Ambassador of Finland to Tirkiye, Pirkko Hamalainen, started her speech by thank-
ing the participants. Drawing attention to the increasing polarisation of the world
and the losses caused by conflicts, she emphasised the importance of today’s dis-
cussion. She particularly highlighted the critical role of civil society organisations
(CSQs)in building peace, increasing inclusiveness, and bridging social divides.

He stated that CSOs are important mediators promoting peace and dialogue, bring-
ing the voices of marginalised groups into decision-making processes and bridging
differences between societies. She stressed that one of the main ways to prevent
polarisation is to create neutral institutions for dialogue. Ambassador Hamalainen
stated that CSOs undertake the task of establishing an environment of trust and rais-
ing social awareness by bringing together different stakeholders.

Ambassador Hamalainen discussed the contribution of CSOs in these processes by
sharing two important examples from Finland: one of the indigenous Sami People and
the other of Aland Islands. Pointing out that the Sami people are the only recognised
indigenous people in the European Union, the Ambassador described the crucial role
played by civil society in Finland to advocate for and protect Sami people's cultural val-
ues and land rights. Organisation like the Sami Council and the Sami Parliament have
worked closely with the Finnish government, representing Sami interests in key policy
areas such as cultural preservation and land rights. The Finnish government's recog-
nition of the language and cultural autonomy of the Sami people demonstrates how
this cooperation is effective in finding peaceful solutions. Similarly, Aland Islands are a
small group of islands between Sweeden and Finland. The conflictin the Aland Islands
was resolved through the Aland Agreement in 1921, granting autonomy to the Swedish
speaking region. The conflict is in fact often cited as one of the only major successes
of the League of Nations. The Ambassador emphasised the role of NGOs in preserving
theisland's linguistic, cultural, and political autonomy. She emphasised that this region
is a concrete example of cooperation and peace.

Referring to the challenges the world is facing today, the Ambassador noted that Fin-
land, through its cooperation with NGOs, has developed approaches that promote
peace and dialogue. She pointed to the role of NGOs in establishing accountability
mechanisms and discussed their contribution to building trust between minority
groups and governments. The Ambassador stressed that continued dialogue and
trust in CSOs are key to avoiding polarisation. She recalled that the work of NGOs in
conflict resolution and social peacebuilding is a long-term process. The examples of
the Sami people of Finland and the Aland Islands illustrate the challenging but posi-
tive outcomes of this process. She concluded her speech with the hope that today’s
discussions will make new contributions to inclusion and peace.

The Role of Civil Society in Countering Polarisation

GIRIS

Finlandiya Blylkelgisi Pirkko Mirjami Hamalainen, konusmasina katilimcilara tesekkir
ederek basladi. Dinyanin giderek artan kutuplasmasina ve gatismalarin yol actigi kayiplara
dikkat cekerek, bugiinkii tartismanin 6nemine vurgu yapt. Ozellikle sivil toplum kurulusla-
rinin (STK) barisin tesis ediimesinde, kapsayiciligin artirilmasinda ve toplumsal ayriliklarin
giderilmesindeki kritik rolline dikkat ¢ekti.

STK'arin baris ve diyalogu tesvik eden, marjinalize edilmis gruplarin seslerini karar alma si-
reclerine taslyan ve toplumlar arasindaki farkliliklari gidermeye yonelik &nemli bir arabulucu
oldugunu belirtti. Kutuplagmayi énlemenin temel yollarindan birinin, diyalogigin tarafsiz ku-
rumlar olusturmak oldugunu vurguladi. STK'larin farkli paydaslari bir araya getirerek gliven
ortami tesis etme ve toplumsal farkindali§i artirma goérevini Ustlendigini ifade etti.

Blyukelgi Hamalainen, biri Sami Halki ve digeri Aland Adalari olmak izere Finlandiyadaki
iki 6nemli 6rnegi paylasarak STK'larin bu slreglerdeki katkisini ele aldi. Sami halkinin Av-
rupa Birliginde taninan tek yerli halk olduguna dikkat ¢ceken Blytkelgi, Finlandiyadaki sivil
toplumun Sami halkinin kiilttrel degerlerini ve toprak haklarini savunmak ve korumak igin
oynadidi 6nemli roli anlatti. Sami Konseyi ve Sami Parlamentosu gibi kuruluslar Finlandiya
hiikimetiyle yakin is birligi icinde calisarak kdilttirel koruma ve toprak haklari gibi kilit politika
alanlarinda Sami cikarlarini temsil etmektedir. Finlandiya hiikiimetinin Sami halkinin dil ve
kdltUrel 6zerkligini tanimis olmasi, bu is birliginin bariscil ¢dziimler bulmada ne kadar etkili
oldugunu gdstermektedir. Benzer bir sekilde, isvec ve Finlandiya arasinda yer alan kiiciik
bir adalar grubu olan Aland Adalari orneginden de bahsedilebilir. Aland Adalarindaki catisma
1921 yilinda Aland Anlasmast ile ¢éziilmiis ve isvecce konusulan bolgeye zerklik verilmistir.
Bu catisma aslinda Milletler Cemiyetinin tek buytk basarisi olarak da gosterilmektedir. Bi-
yukelgi, adanin dilsel, kilttrel ve siyasi 6zerkliginin korunmasinda STK'arin rolind vurguladi.
Bu bdlgenin sivil toplumla is birliginin ve barisin somut bir 6rnedi oldugunu vurgulad.

Ddnyanin glinimUzde karsl karsiya oldugu zorluklara degdinen Buytikelgi, Finlandiyanin
STK'arla olan is birligi sayesinde baris ve diyalogu tesvik eden yaklasimlar gelistirdigini be-
lirtti. STKlarin hesap verebilirlik mekanizmalari olusturmadaki roline isaret ederek, azinlik
gruplariyla hiikiimetler arasindaki glivenin tesis edilmesindeki katkilarini ele aldi. Bliylkelgi,
diyalogun sdrdirilmesinin ve STK'ara gtiven duyulmasinin kutuplasmanin énlenmesinde
kilit 5neme sahip oldugunu vurguladi. Ayrica, STK'arin catisma ¢dzimu ve toplumsal baris
insasi konularindaki ¢alismalarinin uzun vadeli stiregler oldugunu hatirlatti. Finlandiyanin
Sami halki ve Aland Adalari érneklerinin, bu siirecin zorlu ama olumlu sonuglar doguran
yonlerini ortaya koydugunu ifade etti. Konusmasini, buglinki tartismalarin kapsayicilik ve
baris i¢in yeni katkilar saglayacagina dair umutla tamamladi.

DPI Kidemli Bolgesel Analisti Zeynep Ardic konusmasina baris insasinin zorlugu tzerine
kendi gdzlemleriyle basladi. Doktora galismalarinda, savasin zor bir siirec oldugunu, ancak
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Zeynep Ardig, Senior Regional Analyst at DPI, began her speech with her observa-
tions on the difficulty of peacebuilding. She said that during her PhD studies, she
realised that war is a complicated process, but peacebuilding is even more complex.
In her analyses of examples from various parts of the world and the Kurdish question,
she stated that this difficulty is caused by multiple actors and parameters. She em-
phasised that all parties need to make concessions to a certain extent to establish
peace, which complicates the process.

Since 2011, Democratic Progress Institute (DPI) has been working on conflict resolu-
tion, especially concerning the peaceful resolution of the Kurdish question, through
three key points:

« Drawing on International Experience: DPI built a body of knowledge by analysing the
experiences of different countries on conflict resolution. In this context, a compre-
hensive corpus was created through meetings, visits abroad and research.

« Developing the Ground for Dialogue: By adopting a neutral approach, DPI brought
together actors who would not normally come together on a platform for dialogue.
This is considered an important method in conflict resolution.

+ Long-Term Studies: DPI continued its work even after the resolution processes had
ended. Ardigc emphasised that preparation for conflict resolution should be continu-
ous, even ifitisnot on the political agenda, and that it is critical to be ready when the
time is right.

Referring to the Ambassador’s speech, Ardi¢ touched upon the role of civil socie-
ty organisations (CSOs) in conflict resolution. She summarised the main discussion
topics of the meeting as the prevention of polarisation in the Turkish context and the
contribution of CSOs to the building of social peace. She invited the participants to
share their ideas on such issues.

She concluded her speech by pointing out that peace-building processes are labo-
rious and require long-term determination. She stated that DPI's impartial approach
and capacity to benefit from international experiences make an important contri-
bution to these processes. Stating that continuous work for conflict resolution is
critical in reducing polarisation and contributing to social peace, she concluded her
speech with the wish for a fruitful discussion.

The Role of Civil Society in Countering Polarisation

barisin saglanmasinin daha da karmasik oldugunu fark ettigini ifade etti. Dinyanin farkli bol-
gelerindeki 6rnekler ve Kirt sorunu Uizerine yaptigi incelemelerde, bu zorlugun ¢ok sayida
aktor ve parametreden kaynaklandigini belirtti. Barisin tesis edilmesiicin tim taraflarin be-
lirli 6lglide taviz vermesi gerektidini, bunun da stirecleri karmasik hale getirdigini vurguladi.

2011 yiindan beri catisma ¢6zimu ve 0zellikle Kiirt sorununun bariscll yollarla ¢ézilmesi
lzerine calisan Demokratik Gelisim Enstitisi'niin (Democratic Progress Institute, DPI) fa-
aliyetlerini detaylandird:

« Uluslararasi Deneyimlerden Faydalanma: DPI, farkli (lkelerin ¢catisma ¢6z{im( konusunda-
ki deneyimlerini analiz ederek bir bilgi birikimi olusturdu. Bu kapsamda diizenlenen toplanti-
lar, yurtdisi ziyaretleri ve arastirmalarla kapsamli bir killiyat olugturuldu.

« Diyalog Zeminini Gelistirme: DPI, tarafsiz bir yaklasim benimseyerek, normalde bir araya
gelmeyecek aktorleri diyalog kurabilecekleri bir platformda bulusturdu. Bu, ¢catisma ¢6zi-
minde énemli bir ydntem olarak degerlendiriimekte.

« Uzun Vadeli Calismalar: DPI, ¢éz(iim slrecleri sona ermis olsa bile ¢calismalarini sirddrd(.
Ardic, politikanin glindeminde olmasa dahi ¢catisma ¢ézlimUine yénelik hazirhidin stirekli ol-
masi gerektigini, dogru zaman geldiginde hazir olmanin kritik 6Gneme sahip oldugunu vurgu-
ladi.

Ardig, Biyikelginin konusmasina atifta bulunarak, sivil toplum kuruluslarinin (STK) catis-
ma ¢ozimundeki rolline degdindi. Toplantinin ana tartisma konusunu, Turkiye baglaminda
kutuplasmanin 6nlenmesi ve STK'larin toplumsal barisin insasina katkilari olarak 6zetledi.
Katilimcilari bu konularda fikirlerini paylagmaya davet etti.

Konusmasini, baris insasi sreclerinin uzun streli emek ve kararlilik gerektirdigine dikkat
cekerek tamamladi. DPI'n tarafsiz yaklasimi ve uluslararasi deneyimlerden faydalanma ka-
pasitesinin bu slreclerde 6nemli bir katki sagladigini belirtti. Catisma ¢6zimda igin strekli
calismanin, kutuplasmayi azaltmada ve toplumsal barisa katki sunmada kritik oldugunu ifa-
de ederek, tartismanin verimli gegmesi dilegiyle konusmasini noktaladi.

Ambassador Hamalainen
during opening remarks

Biyukelgi Hamalainen
acilis konugmasi
yaparken

Sivil Toplumun Kutuplasmayi Onleyici Etkisi
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THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN
COUNTERING POLARISATION

The Current State of Civil Society in Tiirkiye

The first participant emphasised the importance of civil society in conflict reso-
lution and assessed the current situation in Tlrkiye. He stated that civil society in
Tirkiye has a polarised structure, divided into pro-government and pro-opposition
groups. However, he stated that civil society has moved away from its own field of
work independently of these political divisions and that the reasons for this situation
should be discussed. The participant drew attention to the developments after the
7 June 2015 elections:

He stated that the increase in clashes in the region and the killing of Tahir Elgi intim-
idated civil society. In Western Tirkiye, the arrest of Kavala had a similar effect and
was descried as a “period of stagnation” for civil society. Nonetheless, he empha-
sised that in the last two to three years, civil society has regained its strength, and
this is a valuable development.

The participant criticised that civil society was insufficiently engaged with the solu-
tion process beginning in 2012. He highlighted that the process was mostly individ-
ual-based and that civil society’s participation in the process as a third party was
neglected. He established that the creation of a safe civil society space is critical in
terms of both promoting trust between the parties and reducing polarisation. The
extent to which the government would want to involve civil society in this process
is unclear if it is sincerely seeking a solution to the Kurdish issue. Emphasising civil
society’s potential de-polarising role, he declared it essential for the parties to ac-
cordingly show a sincere will Stating that a safe and neutral space should be created
for civil society to be an effective actor in conflict resolution, the participant added
that this process’ success depends on the sincerity of the parties and their trust in
civil society.

Another participant talked about the work carried out by their organisation in 2012-
2013. He stated that after the end of the resolution process, the foundation worked
on two main topics: what needs to be done for politics to return to the negotiation
table and the role of civil society in the resolution process. He discussed how the
confusion surrounding the definition and functioning of civil society came to the
fore in these studies. The participant stated that it is not a correct approach to label
all institutions other than the state civil society. Within the scope of the resolution
process spanning from 2012 to 2015, field studies were conducted with 40 civil soci-
ety organisations across four provinces. The results of these studies were reported
in English, Kurdish and Turkish. These reports constituted an important source for

B 10 The Role of Civil Society in Countering Polarisation
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SIVIL TOPLUMUN GATISMAYI
ONLEYICI ETKISI
Tiirkiye'de Sivil Toplumun Mevcut Hali

ilk katilimel, sivil toplumun catisma ¢ézimiindeki 5Snemine vurgu yaparak, Tiirkiyedeki
mevcut durumu dederlendirdi. Tlrkiye'de sivil toplumun kutuplasmis bir yapiya sahip
oldugunu belirterek, bu kutuplasmanin iktidara yakin ve muhalefet yanlisi gruplar ola-
rak ayristigini ifade etti. Ancak sivil toplumun, bu siyasi ayrismalardan bagimsiz se-
kilde kendi ¢calisma alanindan uzaklastigini ve bu durumun nedenlerinin tartisiimasi
gerektigini sdyledi. Katiimcl, 7 Haziran 2015 secimlerinden sonra yasanan gelismelere
dikkat ¢ekti:

Bolgede gatismalarin artmasi ve Tahir Elgi‘'nin 6ldUriImesinin, sivil toplumu sindirdigi-
ni belirtti. Trkiye'nin batisinda ise Kavala'nin tutuklanmasinin benzer bir etki yarattigi-
nidile getirerek, bu dénemisivil toplumigin bir “duraklama dénemi” olarak nitelendirdi.
Ancak, son iki-Ug yildir sivil toplumun yeniden glclendigini ve bunun degerli bir gelis-
me oldugunu vurguladi.

Katihimer, 2012 yilinda baslayan ¢6zUm surecine sivil toplumun yeterince dahil edil-
medigini elestirdi. Strecin daha ¢ok bireyler tizerinden ilerledigini ve sivil toplumun
GclncU taraf olarak slirece katilmasinin ihmal edildigini ifade etti. Glvenli bir sivil top-
lum alani olusturulmasinin, hem taraflar arasinda glveni tesis etmek hem de kutup-
lasmayi azaltmak agisindan kritik oldugunu belirtti. Hikimetin Kirt meselesine dair
samimi bir ¢dzim arayis! icinde oldugunda, sivil toplumu bu stirece ne derece dabhil
etmek isteyecedinin belirsiz. Sivil toplumun kutuplasmayi azaltmada oynayabilecegi
roll vurgulayarak, taraflarin bu konuda samimi bir irade géstermesinin sart oldugunu
ifade etti. Sivil toplumun ¢atisma ¢6zimUinde etkin bir aktdr olmasiicin glivenli ve ta-
rafsiz bir alan olusturulmasi gerektigini belirten katimci, bu strecin basarili olmasinin
taraflarin samimiyetine ve sivil topluma olan glivene bagl oldugunu sézlerine ekledi.

Baska bir katiimci, 2012-2013 déneminde gergeklestirdikleri calismalara dedindi.
CozUm slreci sona erdikten sonra vakfin siyasetin yeniden miizakere masasina don-
mesi i¢in yapilmasi gerekenler ve sivil toplumun ¢ézim surecindeki roll Gzerine iki
ana baslikta galistigini belirtti. Bu galismalarda, sivil toplumun tanimi ve isleyisine dair
kafa karisikliginin 6ne ciktigini ifade etti. Katiimci, devlet disindaki tim kurumlarin
sivil toplum olarak adlandiriimasinin dogru bir yaklasim olmadigini belirtti. 2012-2015
dénemindeki ¢6zim slreci kapsaminda, dort ilde 40 sivil toplum 6rgitl ile saha ¢a-
lismalari yapildigini ve bu calismalarin sonugclarinin ingilizce, Kiirtce ve Tiirkce olarak
raporlandigini séyledi. Bu raporlar, sivil toplumun ¢atisma ¢ozUmundeki rollinG ince-
lemek acisindan 6nemli bir kaynak teskil etti. Katihmci, Tlrkiye'de sivil toplumun iki
temel sorununa dikkat cekti:

Sivil Toplumun Kutuplasmayi Onleyici Etkisi
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analysing the role of civil society in conflict resolution. The participant drew atten-
tion to two main problems of civil society in Tlrkiye:

1) Lack of Maturity He stated that civil society in Tirkiye has failed to develop due to
the state’s failure to open space for civil society while organising the public sphere.

2) Partisanship and the Problem of Being a Political Backyard: He stated that civil
society in Tlrkiye often acts as the backyard of a political party, which weakens the
independence and effectiveness of civil society.

He stated that during the 2013-2015 resolution process, civil society did not assume a
sufficiently independent role. He said that civil society was weak in terms of informa-
tion and unable to create a unique space for conflict resolution. He emphasised that
these weaknesses had grave consequences in the post-2015 period.

According to the participant, civil society should assume its unique role in conflict
resolution and fulfil this role properly without interfering with the roles of other ac-
tors. He pointed out that there are seven main topics that civil society should work
on within the scope of conflict resolutionin Tlrkiye, but only two of them can be real-
ised. The participant concluded his speech by emphasising that civil society should
understand its role correctly and fulfil it independently. “Our job is difficult, but we
can be more effective in this process if we try to play our role”, he said, giving a hope-
ful message that civil society can be a strong actor in conflict resolution.

Another participant stated that in a recent public opinion survey conducted with
over three thousand citizens, the level of trust in civil society was analysed. He em-
phasised the vital difference between civil society and organised civil society. He
stated that civil society in Tlrkiye has a low level of trust in organised civil society
organisations, with said rate sitting at around 40%. He described how during ex-
traordinary disasters such as earthquakes, these rates can reach up to 50 per cent
and solidarity networks increase. However, he stated that civil society is polarised
on some issues, such as the Kurdish issue, and that such issues cause polarisationin
lieu of commonality. The participant mentioned the results of the studies they have
been conducting for two years on organised civil society. He said that the main axis
of polarisation in civil society in qualitative research is the political atmosphere. He
stated that the presidential system and the current laws harm civil society organisa-
tions and that this negative impact is seen on three main axes:

1) Policies Targeting Civil Society: The state’s policies targeting civil society have in-
creased.

2) Economic Crisis and Poverty: The economic crisis and impoverishment in Tlrkiye
further deepened polarisation.

3) International Crises: International crises such as Syria and Israel, and tensions with
the EU have also shaped this political atmosphere.

He stated that civil society showed solidarity with the refugees coming to Tirkiye

B 12 TheRole of Civil Society in Countering Polarisation
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1) Yetiskinlik Diizeyi Eksikligi: Tirkiyede sivil toplumun, devletin kamu alanini diizenler-
ken sivil topluma alan agmamasi nedeniyle gelisemedigini ifade etti.

2) Tarafgirlik ve Siyasi Arka Bahge Olma Sorunu: Tirkiyede sivil toplumun ¢ogunlukla
bir siyasi tarafin arka bahgesi gibi hareket ettigini, bu durumun sivil toplumun bagim-
sizlik ve etkinligini zayiflattigini belirtti.

2013-2015 ¢6zUm sirecinde sivil toplumun yeterince bagimsiz bir rol Gstlenmedigini
ifade etti. Sivil toplumun bilgi anlaminda zayif oldugunu ve ¢atisma ¢6ziimine yonelik
0zgln bir alan olusturamadigini soyledi. Bu zayifliklarin, 2015 sonrasi donemde adir
sonuglar dogurdugunu vurguladi.

Katilimciya gore sivil toplum, ¢atisma ¢éziiminde kendi 6zgin rollnl Ustlenmeli ve
diger aktorlerin rollerine midahale etmeden bu rolt dogru bir sekilde yerine getirmeli.
Tlrkiye'de catisma ¢6zUmU kapsaminda sivil alanin calismasi gereken yedi ana baslik
olduguna dikkat ¢ekti ancak bunlarin yalnizca ikisinin gerceklestirilebildigini belirtti.
Katilimci, sivil toplumun rolint dogru anlamasi ve bagimsiz bir sekilde yerine getirme-
si gerektigini vurgulayarak konusmasini tamamladi. “isimiz zor, ama kendi roliimlzy
oynamaya soyunursak bu stiregte daha etkili olabiliriz” diyerek, sivil toplumun gatisma
¢6zUmunde guglu bir aktor olabilecegine dair umutlu bir mesaj verdi.

Bir diger katiimci, son donemde U¢ binden fazla yurttasla yaptiklari bir kamuoyu aras-
tirmasinda, sivil topluma guiven dlzeyini incelediklerini belirtti. Sivil toplum ile rgutlu
sivil toplum arasindaki farkin 6nemli oldugunu vurguladi. Tirkiye'de sivil toplumun,
Orgutld sivil toplum kuruluslarina giveninin diisik oldugunu ifade etti ve bu oranlarin
%40 civarinda oldugunu sdyledi. Depremler gibi olaganustU felaketlerde ise bu oran-
larin %50'lere kadar cikabildigini, dayanisma aglarinin arttigini belirtti. Ancak, Kirt
meselesi gibi bazi konularda sivil toplumun kutuplasma gdsterdigini ve bu meselelerin
ortaklasmak yerine kutuplasmaya yol actigini dile getirdi. Katilimei, 6rgutld sivil top-
lumla ilgili olarak iki yildir yaptiklari galismalarin sonuclarina degindi. Nitel arastirma-
larda sivil toplumda kutuplasmanin temel ekseninin politik atmosfer oldugunu sdyledi.
Cumhurbaskanligi sistemi ve mevcut yasalarin sivil toplum érgutleri Gzerinde olumsuz
etkiler yarattigini belirtti. Bu olumsuz etkinin (¢ ana eksende gorildigini ifade etti:

1) Sivil Toplumu Hedef Alan Politikalar: Devletin sivil toplumu hedef alan politikalarinin
arttigini séyledi.

2) Ekonomik Kriz ve Yoksulluk: Tiirkiyedeki ekonomik krizin ve yoksullasmanin kutup-
lasmayi daha da derinlestirdidini vurguladi.

3) Uluslararasi Krizler: Suriye, israil, AB ile yasanan gerginlikler gibi uluslararasi krizle-
rin de bu politik atmosferi sekillendirdigini ifade etti.

Suriye krizi sirasinda Turkiye'ye gelen multecilerle ilgili olarak sivil toplumun dayanis-
ma gosterdigini ancak hikimetin tutumunun ardindan sivil toplumun geri ¢ekildigini
belirtti. Bu durumun, bir kutuplagma yarattigini séyledi. Katimci, sivil toplumun kar-
silastidi en blyuk zorluklardan birinin denetimler oldugunu belirtti. Hukuku referans
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during the Syrian crisis but later withdrew its support following the establishment of
the government'’s stance. He said that this situation created a polarisation. The par-
ticipant stated that one of the biggest challenges faced by civil society is audits. He
stated that the inspections, which are carried out without reference to the law, are
especially focused on rights-based organisations. |He said that the state’s polarising
policies towards organisations that focus on LGBT and Kurdish issues have led these
organisations to withdraw into themselves. He added that there is a similar pressure
onwomen’'s organisations and that the situation is reinforced by the implementation
of the Istanbul Convention. Although the participant defined the Kurdish issue as a
principal issue, he stated that he does not see Tlrkiye's polarisation problem as lim-
ited to thisissue. He emphasised that other social problems such as gender inequal-
ity, economy and poverty have interconnected and mutually reinforcing dimensions.

The participant stated that the dialogue between the public and civil society should
be strengthened. He said that the central administration is closed to rights-based
civil society organisations. He stated that the dialogue with organisations working in
many rights categories such as the Kurdish issue, women’s rights, children’s rights,
and the environment was broken. Instead, only organisations close to the govern-
ment are welcomed. The participant stated that civil society organisations started
to gravitate towards local governments. However, he stated that this movement was
prevented due to the appointment of trustees, especially in the Kurdish region. Addi-
tionally, the organisations in the Western regions that turned towards metropolitan
municipalities also faced polarisation. He added that a similar polarisation emerged
when opposition parties won the elections.

The participant stated that globalisation is in decline and a more geopolitical pro-
cessis taking place. He said that this process has affected civil society organisations
most negatively and that factors such as nationalisation and the closing of borders
have weakened civil society. The decrease in global funding has further weakened
these organisations. Finally, the participant emphasised that Tirkiye requires struc-
tural reform. He stated that it is impossible to solve these problems without the ac-
tual implementation of structural changes and reforms and that such reforms must
be realised for civil society to function effectively.

How can civil society in Tiirkiye recover?

Another participant stated that the general situation of civil society in Tlrkiye un-
derwent a significant transformation following the coup attempt in 2016. He stated
that consequently, civil society was unable to recover, losing its autonomy and mov-
ing away from activism to a great extent. He said that civil society has turned into a
service sector under the name of professionalisation and assumed a structure that
does not contribute to its empowerment. He stated that the sphere of influence and
functional capacity of civil society has narrowed. The participant drew attention to
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Participants during the discussion.

Tartigsma sirasinda katilimcilar.

almadan yapilan denetimlerin, 6zellikle hak temelli 6rgiitlere yogunlastigini ifade etti.
Devletin, LGBT ve Kirt sorunlarina dair calismalar yapan orgutlere yonelik uyguladigi
kutuplastirici politikalarin, bu 6rgttlerin ice kapanmalarina yol actigini soyledi. Kadin
drglitlerine yonelik benzer bir baski oldugunu ve istanbul Sézlesmesine dair uygula-
malarin da bu durumu pekistirdigini ekledi. Katilimei, Kirt sorununu 6nemli bir mesele
olarak tanimlasa da Tirkiye'nin kutuplasma sorununu sadece bu meseleyle sinirl gor-
medigini belirtti. Cinsiyet esitsizligi, ekonomi ve yoksulluk gibi diger toplumsal sorun-
larin da birbirine bagli ve birbirini gliclendiren boyutlar tasidigini vurguladi.

Katilimci, kamu ve sivil toplum arasindaki diyalogun gliglenmesi gerektigini ifade etti.
Merkezi idarenin, hak temelli sivil toplum 6rgltlerine kapali oldugunu séyledi. Kirt
meselesi, kadin haklari, gocuk haklari ve gevre gibi bircok hak kategorisinde ¢alisan
orgUtlerle diyalogun kopmus oldugunu belirtti. Bunun yerine, yalnizca iktidara yakin
olan orgutlere kapilarin agildigini ifade etti. Katilimci, sivil toplum &rgutlerinin yerel
yonetimlere kaymaya basladigini belirtti. Ancak, 6zellikle Kirt bélgesinde kayyum
atamalari nedeniyle bu hareketliligin engellendigini, Bati bolgelerinde ise blylksehir
belediyelerine yonelen érgutlerin de kutuplasmaile karsi karsiya kaldigini syledi. Mu-
halefet partilerinin segimi kazanmasi durumunda da benzer bir kutuplagsmanin ortaya
ciktigini ekledi.

Katilimci, kiresellesmenin gerileyip daha jeopolitik bir stire¢ yasandigini belirtti. Bu
slirecin, en olumsuz sekilde sivil toplum orgutlerini etkiledigini ve uluslasma, sinir-
larin kapanmasi gibi faktorlerin sivil toplumu zayiflattigini soyledi. Kiresel fonlarin
azalmasinin da bu 6rgUtleri daha da glgsuzlestirdigini ifade etti. Son olarak, katimci
Tlrkiye'nin yapisal bir reforma ihtiyaci oldugunu vurguladi. Yapisal dedisiklikler ve re-
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the fact that this narrowing and deepening polarisation prevents civil society from
once again playing an empowering role within society.

The participant emphasised that civil society faces an important problem in re-
structuring and strengthening society. To overcome this problem, public, structural,
and legal reorganisations are needed. He stated that rights-based civil society or-
ganisations play one of the most constructive roles in the peace process and that
necessary arrangements should be made for these organisations to work in a safe
environment. He also highlighted that civil society, which has grown sectorised, has
assumed a supportive role with the dominant politics close to the state, which can-
not sufficiently contribute to social peace.

The participant stated that for civil society to maintain its role in social peace, it
must reestablish areas of trust. He also stated that to revive civil society, organised
structures should remember their responsibility in strengthening society and estab-
lishing social peace. However, he stated that many civil society organisations that
forget these main roles will have difficulties in fulfilling their functions. He empha-
sised that Turkish society, together with all its polarised groups, is going through a
traumatic process and it is exceedingly difficult for civil society to remain separate
from this situation.

The participant said that civil society needs to be supported by safequards and
should be orientated towards the public good to strengthen social trust. He also
stated that in the post-2016 period, society has experienced a great crisis of trust,
with deepened trust problems constituting an obstacle to social peace. He empha-
sised that civil society should come to a point that will close this trust gap, strength-
en society, and ensure peace.

The participant stated that civil society must mobilise to build bridges and reduce
distances between societies, but that this is only possible through secured struc-
tures. He stated that it is difficult for a structurally weak civil society to fulfil such
tasks. Civil society should be able to strengthen broader society and support the
public sphere.

The participant stated that civil society can play a vital role in building peace and
trust alongside bringing the parties closer together. However, for civil society to ful-
fil these roles, lessons should be learnt from past experiences. He stated that civil
society in Turkiye greatly differed before and after 2015 and that this transformation
should be considered to understand the current situation. The participant empha-
sised that civil society needs to unify once more and rally around common goals to
advance a process that will prepare the ground for peace, build social peace, and
create confidence-building environments.

Zeynep Ardic asked the participant whether the inability of civil society to fulfil its
roles was due to the political climate and authoritarian tendencies, or whether the
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formlarin fillen uygulanmadan bu sorunlarin ¢gézilmesinin miimkin olmadigini belirtti
ve sivil toplumun etkili bir sekilde ¢alisabilmesi icin bu reformlarin gerceklestiriimesi
gerektigini ifade etti.

Tiirkiye'de Sivil Toplum Nasil Toparlanabilir?

Baska bir katiimci, Turkiye'deki sivil toplumun genel durumunu 2016'daki darbe girisi-
minin ardindan 6nemli bir dondsdm gecirdigini belirtti. Darbenin ardindan sivil toplu-
mun kendini toparlayamadigini, 6zerkligini kaybettigini ve aktivizmden blytk oranda
uzaklastiginiifade etti. Sivil toplumun, profesyonellesme adi altinda hizmet sektoriine
donlstigini ve glclendirilmesine katki saglamayan bir yapiya blrindigina soyledi.
Ayrica, sivil toplumun etki alanlarinin ve islevsel kapasitesinin bliylk 6l¢tde daraldigini
belirtti. Katilimci, bu daralma ve derinlesen kutuplasmalarin, sivil toplumun yeniden
toplum Gzerinde guglendirici bir rol oynamasini engelledigine dikkat cekti.

Katilimci, sivil toplumun toplumu yeniden yapilandirma ve glgclendirme konusunda
onemli bir sorunla karsi karslya oldugunu vurguladi. Bu sorunun asilabilmesi icin ka-
musal, yapisal ve hukuki yeniden diizenlemelere ihtiyac duyuldugunu ifade etti. Ozel-
likle hak temelli galisan sivil toplum 6rgutlerinin, baris strecinde en yapici rollerden
birini Ustlendiklerini belirtti ve bu 6rgutlerin glvenli bir ortamda calisabilmesi icin
gerekli dizenlemelerin yapilmasi gerektigini sdyledi. Ayrica, sektorel hale gelen sivil
toplumun, devlete yakin egemen siyasetle destekleyici bir rol tstlendigini, bunun top-
lumsal barisa katki saglamak igin yetersiz oldugunu belirtti.

Katilimci, sivil toplumun toplumsal baristaki rolini strdirebilmesi igin gliven alan-
larini genisletmesi gerektigini soyledi. Ayrica, sivil toplumun yeniden canlanmasi igin
OrgUtlt yapilarin, toplumu gliglendirici ve toplumsal barisi tesis edici rollerini yeniden
hatirlamalari gerektigini ifade etti. Ancak, bu ana rolleri unutan birgok sivil toplum
orgatindn, islevini yerine getirmede zorlanacagini belirtti. Tlrkiye toplumunun, tim
kutupsal gruplariyla birlikte travmatik bir stirecten gectigini ve sivil toplumun bu du-
rumdan ayri kalmasinin ¢ok zor oldugunu vurguladi.

Katihmecl, sivil toplumun, glivenceyle desteklenen ve kamusal faydayi gézeten bir ya-
plya kavusturulmasi gerektigini séyledi. Bu sekilde, sivil toplumun toplumsal glveni
glclendirebilecedini belirtti. Ayrica, 2016 sonrasi strecgte toplumun biyik bir gliven
bunalimiyasadigini ve derinlesmis gliven sorunlarinin toplumsal barisin éniinde engel
teskil ettiginiifade etti. Sivil toplumun bu gliven ugurumunu kapatacak, toplumu giig-
lendirecek ve barisi saglayacak bir noktaya gelmesi gerektigini vurguladi.

Katilimci, toplumlar arasi kdprileri kurmak ve mesafeleri azaltmak icin sivil toplumun
harekete gegmesi gerektigini ancak bunun yalnizca givence altina alinmis yapilarla
mumkin olabilecegini sdyledi. Glvenceleri zayif olan sivil toplumun, bu tir gérevleri
yerine getirmesinin zor oldugunu belirtti. Sivil toplumun, toplumu glclendirici ve ka-
musal alani destekleyici bir konumda olmasi gerektigini ifade etti.
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internal structuring processes of civil society were effective. In response, a partici-
pant stated that the authoritarianism in Tirkiye and the monism and centralisation
of politics following the establishment of the presidential system have seriously
weakened civil society. However, he emphasised that the centralisation of politics
has led to the depoliticization of civil society. He stated that this situation also re-
sults in depoliticization in terms of peace policy. The participant stated that one of
the main reasons for the weakening of civil society is the security policies imple-
mented by the current regime and authoritarian administration in Tirkiye and the
developments related to the problem of survival. He drew attention to the need to
overcome this situation.

Civil Society in Tiirkiye from Past to Present

Another participant stated in his speech that he started his education life in the
1980s, right after the coup dgtat, and raised the question “Why do coups keep hap-
peningin Turkey, why is democracy not established?”. He stated that one of the main
reasons for this situation was the weakness of civil society. He stated that there is a
significant difference between civil society and civil society organisations and point-
ed out that the rate of individuals becoming members of civil society organisations
in Trkiye is quite low. The participant stated that the civil society organisations with
the highest number of members are the associations of fellow countrymen and said
that this is related to the rapid urbanisation process. He stated that in the 1980s,
the rate of urbanisation was around 20%-30%, while today it has reached 85%. He
emphasised that with the increase in urbanisation, civil society, which is an envi-
ronment where individuals who do not know each other can establish trust-based
relationships, is expected to strengthen, but this structure is still weak.

The participant stated that the polarisation that is increasing today also existed in
the past and cited the headscarf ban as an example of this situation. The participant
stated that although 85% of the society was against the headscarf ban, no mecha-
nism or platform could reflect this view to the government and that women wearing
headscarves were severely excluded from education and political life. Stating that
most of the women'’s organisations at that time were close to the government, the
participant said that these organisations, which should normally defend women's
rights, instead of opposing the headscarf ban, sided with the status quo, which ar-
gued that the republic had liberated women, and remained insensitive to this prob-
lem.

The participant stated that there was polarisation in the past, but today this situa-
tion has increased even more. She stated that the current government strengthens
the supportive segments by bringing them together and that this method continues
to be effective even if the supporters of the government shrink. She said that polar-
isation is not only limited to the classical secular-religious distinction but also that
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Katilimcl, sivil toplumun barisi tesis etme, taraflari yakinlastirma ve gliven yaratma
noktasinda énemli bir rol oynayabilecedini sdyledi. Ancak, sivil toplumun bu rolleri Gst-
lenebilmesi icin gegmis deneyimlerden ders alinmasi gerektigini belirtti. Tlrkiye'deki
sivil toplumun, 2015 6ncesi ve sonrasi donemde farkli bir noktada oldugunu, mevcut
durumu anlamak icin bu déntstimdin dikkate alinmasi gerektigini ifade etti. Katiimci,
barisin zeminini hazirlayacak, toplumsal barisi kurucu ve glven artirici ortamlari yara-
tabilecek bir strecin ilerlemesiicin sivil toplumun yeniden bir araya gelmesi ve ortak
hedefler etrafinda toplanmasi gerektigini vurguladi.

Zeynep Ardig, katilimciya sivil toplumun kendi rollerini yerine getirememesinin politik
iklim ve otoriter egilimlerden mi kaynaklandigini, yoksa sivil toplumun i¢gsel yapilanma
slireclerinin etkili olup olmadigini sordu. Katilimci, cevap olarak, Tlrkiye'deki otoriter-
lesme ve Cumhurbaskanlidi sistemi sonrasi uygulanan tekgilik, merkeziyetgilik ve si-
yasetin tek elde toplanmasinin sivil toplumu ciddi sekilde zayiflattigini belirtti. Ancak,
siyasetin merkezilesmesinin, sivil toplumun siyasetten uzaklasmasina ve siyasetsiz-
lesmesine de yol actigini vurguladi. Bu durumun baris politikasi agisindan da siyaset-
sizlikle sonuclandigini ifade etti. Katilimci, sivil toplumun glgstzlesmesinin baslica
nedenlerinden birinin, Turkiye'deki mevcut rejimin ve otoriter ydnetimin uyguladigi gi-
venlikci politikalar ile beka sorunuyla iliskili gelismeler oldugunu séyledi. Bu durumu
asmak gerektigine dikkat gekti.

Gecgmisten Giiniimiize Tiirkiye'de Sivil Toplum

Bir diger katilimci konusmasinda 1980Q'li yillarda, darbenin hemen ardindan egitim ha-
yatina basladigini belirtti ve o dénem sikca karsilarina gikan “Tlrkiye'de neden sirekli
darbe oluyor, demokrasi neden yerlesmiyor?” sorusunu giindeme getirdi. Bu durumun
temel nedenlerinden birinin, sivil toplumun gl¢siz olmasi oldugunu ifade etti. Sivil
toplum ve sivil toplum érgutleri arasinda blyuk bir fark oldugunu belirtti ve Turkiye'de
bireylerin sivil toplum kuruluslarina tye olma oraninin oldukga diistk olduguna dikkat
cekti. En fazla Uye sayisina sahip olan sivil toplum kuruluslarininise hemseri dernekle-
rioldugunu belirten katilimci, bunun hizli sehirlesme sireciyle iliskili oldugunu soyledi.
1980'li yillarda sehirlesme oraninin %20- %30 seviyesinde oldugunu, bugin ise %85
ulastigini ifade etti. Sehirlesmenin artmasiyla, birbirini tanimayan bireylerin gtivene
dayali iliskiler kurabilecedi bir ortam olan sivil toplumun glclenmesi beklenirken, bu
yapinin halen zayif kaldigini vurguladi.

Katilimcl, ginimuzde artan kutuplasmanin gegcmiste de var oldugunu sdyledi ve ba-
sOrtusu yasagini bu duruma 6rnek gosterdi. Basortisu yasagina toplumun %85inin
karsi olmasina ragmen, bu goruisu iktidara yansitabilecek bir mekanizma ya da plat-
formun olmadigini ve basortili kadinlarin egitim ve siyasi hayattan agir sekilde dis-
landigini ifade etti. 0 donemdeki kadin 6rgtlerinin blylk kisminin iktidara yakin bir
durus sergiledigini belirten katilimci, normalde kadin haklarini savunmasi gereken
bu 6rgttlerin, basdrtisl yasagina karsi gitkmak yerine, cumhuriyetin kadini 6zglr-
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polarisation is increasing among existing groups. The participant stated that she
was a member of a women'’s platform founded by a religious person, but this platform
was closed in 2009; she was also a member of an organisation where a trustee was
appointed there. Stating that there is a great divergence even within this group, she
emphasised that the pro-government group remains a large group, while the oth-
ers have become individualised. Referring to the other participant’s expression “the
backyard of politics”, she said that civil society organisations are neither supported
by the public nor given autonomy or security by the government. This situation leads
civil society organisations to establish close relations with politics.

As an example of the lack of autonomy of both the government and civil society
organisations, she cited an incident that took place in 2009, when the Justice and
Development Party was more democratic. She stated that when the organisation
wanted to prepare a report on human rights violations in Syria at that time, they
were pressured by some circles saying, “Our relations with the government are very
good, do not prepare such a report”. This situation showed that even the process
of publishing an independent report by a non-governmental organisation was being
interfered with. She stated that the government’s resistance to such independent
movements led to fragmentation and the organisation disintegrated in this process.

The participant also criticised the structure of existing civil society organisations
through the example of a speaker’s student. He said that many civil society organi-
sations in Tirkiye are founded with individual charisma and personal priorities, that
presidential elections revolve around the same people, and that the principles of
transparency and equal relations are lacking. However, he added that despite this,
trust in civil society organisations increases in times of crisis, such as earthquakes,
and that such events reduce polarisation in society. For example, he stated that
during the 1999 earthquake, people with different lifestyles were in solidarity, which
had a destructive effect on prejudices. He also stated that Haluk Levent came to the
forefront as a figure who overcame the polarisation in society and whom everyone
trusted. Even Haluk Levent feared attracting lightning and tried to make pro-gov-
ernment statements. The participant drew attention to the various weaknesses of
civil society beyond the peace process and stated that these shortcomings should
be recognised. However, he stated that this does not mean that these weaknesses
are permanent. He stressed that civil society organisations should have a goal of es-
tablishing contact with the public and gaining their support.

Stating that he would like to express some thoughts about Devlet Bahgeli, the par-
ticipant stated that his political stance, in a way, reflects the general attitude of the
state. He reminded that one of the critical events during the headscarf ban period
was the election of two headscarved deputies: Merve Kavakei and Nationalist Move-
ment Party (MHP) MP Nesrin Unal. When the MHP informed Nesrin Unal that she
would be expelled from the party if she appeared in Parliament wearing a headscarf,
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lestirdidini savunan statiikonun yaninda yer aldigini ve bu soruna duyarsiz kaldigini
soyledi.

Katihmci, gegmiste de kutuplasma oldugunu ancak giinimizde bu durumun daha da
arttigini ifade etti. Mevcut iktidarin, destekleyici kesimleri bir araya getirerek onlari
guclendirdigini, bu yontemin iktidar destekgileri kiigllse dahi etkili olmaya devam et-
tigini belirtti. Kutuplasmanin sadece klasik sekuler-dindar ayrimiyla sinirli kalmadigini,
aynizamanda mevcut gruplar arasinda da kutuplasmanin giderek arttigini séyledi. Ka-
tilimel, kendisinin dindar bir kisinin kurdugu bir kadin platformuna tye oldugunu, fakat
bu platformun 2009 yilinda kapandigini; ayrica Uyesi oldugu bir baska kuruma da kay-
yum atandigini dile getirdi. Bu kesim icinde bile blyuk bir ayrisma oldugunu ifade ede-
rek, iktidar yanlisi kesimin genis bir grup olarak kaldigini, digerlerinin ise bireyselles-
tigini vurguladi. Diger katiimcinin “siyasetin arka bahgesi” ifadesine atifta bulunarak,
sivil toplum &rgutlerine ne halk tarafindan destek verildigini ne de iktidar tarafindan
6zerklik veya guvenlik alani saglandigini sdyledi. Bu durumun sivil toplum kuruluslarini
siyasetle yakin iliski kurmaya yonlendirdigini belirtti.

Hem iktidarin hem de sivil toplum kuruluslarinin 6zerklikten yoksun oldugunu géste-
ren bir 6rnek olarak, Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi'nin daha demokratik bir ¢izgide oldugu
2009 yilinda yasanan bir olayi aktardi. O donemde, Suriye'deki insan haklari ihlallerini
iceren bir rapor hazirlamak istendiginde, bazi gevrelerden “Hikimetle iliskilerimiz cok
iyi, boyle bir rapor hazirlamayin” seklinde baski gérduklerini belirtti. Bu durum, bir sivil
toplum kurulusunun bagimsiz bir rapor yayimlama stirecine dahi midahale edildigini
gbsteriyordu. iktidarin bu tir bagimsiz hareketlere yonelik direng géstermesinin ku-
rum icinde bolinmeye yol agtigini ifade etti.

Katihmecl, bir konusmacinin 6grenci érnedi izerinden de mevcut sivil toplum kurulus-
larinin yapisini elestirdi. Turkiye'deki birgok sivil toplum kurulusunun, bireysel karizma
ve kisisel dnceliklerle kuruldugunu; baskanlik secimlerinin ayni kisiler etrafinda dén-
ddgund, seffaflik ve esit iliski kurma ilkelerinin eksik oldugunu sdyledi. Ancak buna
ragmen, depremler gibi kriz durumlarinda sivil toplum kuruluslarina duyulan giivenin
arttigini ve bu tiir olaylarin toplumdaki kutuplasmayi azalttigini ekledi. Ornegin, 1999
depreminde farkli yasam tarzlarina sahip insanlarin yardimlasma iginde olmasinin én-
yargilari yikici bir etkisi oldugunu ifade etti. Haluk Levent'in de toplumdaki kutuplas-
may!i asan, herkesin gliven duydudu bir figlr olarak éne ¢iktigini belirtti. Haluk Levent
bile simsekleri Uzerine gekmekten korktu ve hiikiimet taraftari agiklamalar yapmaya
calisti. Katilimcel, baris stirecinin 6tesinde, sivil toplumun gesitli zayifliklari olduguna
dikkat gekti ve bu eksikliklerin farkinda olunmasi gerektigini belirtti. Ancak bu zayif-
liklarin kalici oldugu anlamina gelmedigini ifade etti. Sivil toplum kuruluslarinin halkla
temas kurma ve halkin destegini kazanma yéntnde bir amaclarinin olmasi gerektigini
vurguladi.

Son déneme dair Devlet Bahgeli hakkinda bazi duslincelerini dile getirmek istedigini
belirten katilimci, Devlet Bahceli'nin siyasi durusunun, bir bakima devletin genel tavri-
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only Merve Kavakgi attended Parliament wearing a headscarf. Although there was no
official ban on headscarves at the time, Kavakgi was stripped of her citizenship be-
cause she had acquired US citizenship without authorisation from state authorities,
and her parliamentary seat was revoked. The participant stated that the outcome
might have been different if Nesrin Unal had also come to the Parliament wearing a
headscarf. The participant stated that at that time, the Public Personnel Women'’s
Solidarity Group was one of the most effective groups against the headscarf ban and
held meetings with all political parties. The participant recalled that at that time,
the Solidarity Group for Women in the Public Sector met with all parties against the
headscarf ban but stated that the MHP was the most difficult party to reach. This is
related to the attitude of the state and MHP was the party closest to the state at that
time. However, in 2010, when a constitutional amendment on the right to education
for headscarves came to the agenda, Devlet Bahgeli changed his stance on thisissue
and supported the headscarf ban, and Kemal Kiligdaroglu did not object. The par-
ticipant said that today, Devlet Bahgeli's stance on this issue can be optimistically
evaluated as a sign that the state has started to look at this issue from a distinct
perspective. In addition, when he was studying in Malaysia, the books taught at the
Islamic University of Malaysia described Israel as the only democratic country in the
Middle East, and secondly, it was stated that Tirkiye could be considered democrat-
ic but was struggling with problems such as the headscarf and the Kurdish issue. He
said that he thought that the state might have begun to engage in a process aimed
at solving these two problems; this might be an optimistic assessment, but Devlet
Bahceli's attitude could be read in this direction. However, there is no guarantee that
these processes will be successful. Devlet Bahgeli's stance in 2010 also changed af-
terwards and this change was not easy to realise. In 2010, while it was unthinkable for
the AK Party to nominate a headscarved parliamentary candidate, this problem was
resolved with the pressure of headscarved women in society. She added that she
thinks that if a similar pressure is created by civil society and the public sector, the
process can move in a positive direction.

Another participant stated that he would like to make a few important points without
repeating himself. Regarding the issue of polarisation, he said that the Kurdish issue
in Tlrkiye is a 100-year-old problem dating back to before the Republic. This issue,
the last 40 years of which have been characterised by a severe war and conflict pro-
cess, has deepened with serious human rights violations in the last 10 years. In this
process, society has experienced great fatigue and civil society organisations have
been seriously worn out. Almost every civil society representative who has spoken
about this issue has been subjected to investigations and lawsuits, some members
of civil society working in the public sector have been dismissed by Decree Laws and
thousands of people have had to go abroad. Today, civil society organisations are not
sure whether this danger has passed or not.
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niyansittigini ifade etti. Basortisu yasagi doneminde kritik olaylardan birinin, segilen
iki basortllt milletvekiliyle yasandigini hatirlatti: Merve Kavakgi ve Milliyetci Hareket
Partisi (MHP) Milletvekili Nesrin Unal. MHP, Nesrin Unal'a basortili olarak Meclise
gelmesi durumunda partiden ihrag edilecedini bildirince, Meclis'e yalnizca Merve Ka-
vakcl basortusu ile katildi. Bu sirada basoértustine yonelik resmi bir yasak olmamasi-
na ragmen, Kavakgl, devlet makamlarindan izin almadan ABD vatandaslidi aldigi ge-
rekcesiyle vatandasliktan cikarildi ve milletvekilligi distriildi. Katiimer, Nesrin Unal
da basortislyle Meclise gelseydi sonucun farkli olabilecegini ifade etti. 0 donemde
Kamu Personeli Kadin Dayanisma Grubu'nun basoértlisli yasagina karsi en etkili grup-
lardan biri oldugunu ve tim siyasi partilerle gérismeler yaptigini belirtti. Katiimci, o
dénemde Kamu Personeli Kadin Dayanisma Grubu'nun basortisu yasagina karsi tim
partilerle gérlsttigini ancak ulasiimasi en zor partinin MHP oldugunu belirttigini ha-
tirlatti. Bu devletin tutumuyla baglantilidir ve MHP o dénemde devlete en yakin par-
ti konumundadir. Ancak 2010 yilinda, basortdlllerin egitim hakkina yonelik anayasal
bir dizenleme gindeme geldiginde, Devlet Bahceli'nin bu konuda tutum degistirdi
ve basortistne destek verdi; ardindan Kemal Kilicdaroglu da itiraz etmedi. Katilimcel,
glnumuzde de Devlet Bahceli'nin bu konudaki tavrini devletin bu meseleye farkli bir
perspektiften bakmaya basladiginin bir isareti olarak iyimser bir bakis agisiyla deger-
lendirilebilecedini sdyledi. Ayrica Malezyada egitim gérdiigi ddnemde Malezya islam
Universitesinde okutulan kitaplarda Ortadogu’nun tek demokratik (ilkesi olarak israil
tanimlaniyor, ikinci olarak ise Tlrkiye'nin demokratik sayilabilecedi ancak basortisu
ve Kirt meselesi gibi sorunlarla bogustugu ifade ediliyordu. Devletin, bu iki sorunu
¢c6zmeye yonelik bir sirece girmis olabilecegini disindiginu; bunun iyimser bir de-
gerlendirme olabilecedini ancak Devlet Bahgeli'nin tutumunun bu yénde okunabilece-
gini sdyledi. Ancak, bu sureclerin basarili olacaginin bir garantisi bulunmamaktadir.
Devlet Bahceli'nin 2010daki tutumu da sonradan deg@ismistir ve bu dedgisikligin kolay
gergeklesmemistir. 2010 yilinda, Ak Parti'nin basortili bir milletvekili adayr gésterme-
si dlstnllemez bir durum iken, toplumdaki basortlli kadinlarin baskisi ile bu sorun
¢6zlime kavusturulmustur. Benzer bir baskinin sivil toplum ve kamu tarafindan olus-
turulmasi halinde stirecin olumlu bir yonde ilerleyebilecegini distinduginu ekledi.

Baska bir katilimci tekrara diismeden birkag énemli noktaya deginmek istedigini be-
lirtti. Kutuplagsma meselesine iliskin olarak, Turkiyede Kirt meselesinin Cumhuriyet
oncesine kadar uzanan, yaklasik 100 yillik bir sorun oldugunu séyledi. Son 40 yili agir
bir savas ve catisma slireciyle gegcen bu mesele, son 10 yilda ciddi insan haklari ihlal-
leriyle derinlesti. Bu slregte toplum blyuk bir yorgunluk yasarken, sivil toplum érgut-
leri de ciddi anlamda yiprandi. Bu meseleye dair s6z sdyleyen hemen her sivil toplum
temsilcisi hakkinda sorusturma ve davalar acildigini, kamuda ¢alisan bazi sivil toplum
Uyelerinin Kanun Hikminde Kararnameler ile ihrag edildigini ve yurt disina gitmek zo-
runda kalan binlerce insan oldugunu belirtti. Bugln sivil toplum 6rgttleri bu tehlikenin
gegcip gecmediginden emin olamiyorlar.
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The speaker stated that although there is a cautious attitude, there is hope and
excitement for a solution and that civil society organisations are ready to put their
hands under the stone, and that it is difficult for civil society to assume the role of
reducing polarisation in society unless concrete steps are taken. In this context, he
stated that legal arrangements can be made, or commissions can be established un-
der the roof of the Parliament and added that he believes that only after such steps,
civil society will be able to show the expected performance. Reminding that civil so-
ciety organisations were not included in the peace process in 2011-2013, the speaker
stated that only Oztiirk Tiirkdogan on behalf of the Human Rights Association took
part in the Wise People’s Committee, but that organisations as a whole were not in-
cluded in the process. Speaking on behalf of his organisation, the participant stated
that since the beginning of the conflict in 2015, they have been working to be pre-
pared for the possibility of a new negotiation process. He stated that last week they
prepared a comprehensive report on interventions to meetings and demonstrations
in the region, violations of personal freedom and security, detentions, arrests, inju-
ries, and deaths in the last 9 years.

According to the speaker, the stalled negotiation process is imposing a heavy bill
on society. Minister of National Defence Hulusi Akar stated that more than 40,000
members of the terrorist organisation have been neutralised in operations in Turki-
ye, Northeast Syria, and Northern Irag. The fact that this figure is not discussed by
civil society organisations and that violations of the right to life are ignored makes
the situation even more grave. Each of them may be seen as a terrorist, but the loss
of 40,000 people directly affects 4 million people; because when the families and
close circles of these people are considered, it has a significant impact on society.
Furthermore, the statement made no mention of law enforcement officers who lost
their lives in the name of the state. It is stated that civil society organisations should
also reveal the dimensions of the war when concrete steps are taken.

Regardingthe peace process that started in 2013, it is stated that state officials made
public warnings to prevent the suffering of mothers and to achieve social peace, but
now it is as if this issue is the responsibility of only one side. The state claims that it
is providing certain rights to achieve social peace, but it should be made clear to civil
society that these rights are needed by both sides. The Kurdish issue is no longer
just a Kurdish demand but has become an international problem involving the Kurd-
ish population in four different countries in addition to Tlrkiye. This international di-
mension may make a solution more difficult. The Kurdish issue, which 20 years ago
was an issue that could be solved more easily, has now become more complex and
difficult because it has reached an international dimension. The participant con-
cluded by stating that he wanted to draw attention to this issue.

Zeynep Ardi¢c emphasised that civil society should build a bridge between the pub-
lic and politicians. Civil society should play a facilitating role in conflict resolution

B 24 The Role of Civil Society in Countering Polarisation
L

Temkinli bir tavir sergilense de ¢6zim icin umut ve heyecan oldugunu, sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin elini tasin altina koymaya hazir olduklariniifade eden konusmaci, somut
adimlar atilmadikca sivil toplumun toplumdaki kutuplasmayi azaltma rolinu Ustlen-
mesinin zor oldugunu sdyledi. Bu baglamda yasal diizenlemeler yapilabilecegini veya
Meclis ¢atisi altinda komisyonlar kurulabilecegini belirtti ve ancak bu tlir adimlarin
ardindan sivil toplumun beklenen performansi gdsterebilecegine inandigini ekledi.
201-2013 yillarindaki baris strecinde sivil toplum érgutlerinin strece dahil edilmedigi-
ni hatirlatan konusmaci, yalnizca Akil insanlar Heyetinde insan Haklari Dernedgi adina
Oztlirk Tirkdogan'in yer aldigini, ancak drgiitlerin biitiin olarak siirece dahil edilme-
digini belirtti. Kendi kurulusu adina konusan katiimci, catismalarin yeniden basladig
2015 yilindan bu yana yeniden bir miizakere sireciihtimaline hazirlikli olmak igin calis-
malar yurGttiklerini ifade etti. Gegen hafta, son 9 yillik slirecte bdlgedeki toplanti ve
gosteri yurlyuslerine yapilan midahaleler, kisi 6zgurltgua ve glvenligiihlalleri, gézalt
ve tutuklamalar, yaralanan ve yasaminiyitirenlere iliskin kapsamli bir rapor hazirladik-
larini belirtti.

Konusmaciya goére, bozulan miizakere streci topluma agir bir fatura c¢ikardi. Milli Sa-
vunma Bakani Hulusi Akar’in 2015ten itibaren Tirkiye, Kuzeydogu Suriye ve Gliney
Kirdistandaki operasyonlarda 40.000'den fazla 6rglt tyesinin etkisiz hale getirildigini
acikladi. Bu rakamin, sivil toplum kuruluslari tarafindan tartisiimamasi, yasam hak-
ki ihlallerinin g6z ardi edilmesi, durumu daha da vahim hale getiriyor. Her biri tero-
rist olarak gortlebilir, ancak 40.000 insanin kaybi, 4 milyon kisiyi dogrudan etkiliyor;
¢lnku bu insanlarin aileleri ve yakin gevreleri de hesaba katildiginda toplum Uzerinde
buyuk bir etki yaratiyor. Ayrica, bu aciklamada devlet kimligiyle yasamini yitiren kolluk
gorevlilerinden hi¢ bahsedilmedi. Sivil toplum 6rgltlerinin, somut adimlar atildiginda
savasin boyutlarini da aciga cikarmasi gerektigi ifade ediliyor.

2013'te baslayan baris sireciyle ilgili olarak, devlet yetkililerinin annelerin aci gekme-
mesi ve toplumsal barisin saglanmasi igin toplumsal uyarilarda bulundugu, ancak su
anda bu mesele sanki sadece bir tarafin sorumlulugundaymis gibi bir izlenim yaratil-
digi belirtiliyor. Devlet, toplumsal barisa ulasmak adina bazi haklari sagladidini iddia
ediyor, ancak bu haklara her iki tarafin da ihtiyaci oldugu sivil toplum tarafindan acikca
ifade edilmelidir. Kiirt meselesi artik sadece Kirtlerin bir talebi olmaktan ¢ikmis, Tur-
kiye'nin yani sira dort farkli tGlkedeki Kirt nifusunu da kapsayan uluslararasi bir so-
runa dondsmustur. Bu uluslararasi boyut, ¢6zimU daha da zorlastirabilir. 20 yil 6nce
daha kolay ¢6zulebilecek bir mesele olan Kirt meselesi, simdi uluslararasi bir boyuta
ulastigi icin daha karmasik ve zor bir hal almis durumda. Katilimci, bu konuya dikkat
cekmek istedigini belirterek sozlerini sonlandirdi.

Zeynep Ardig, sivil toplumun halkla ve siyasetgiler arasinda bir kopri kurmasi ge-
rektigini vurguladi. Sivil toplumun, ¢atisma ¢6zUmu sureclerinde, toplumsal barisin
insasinda, kutuplasmalarin azaltilmasinda kolaylastirici bir rol Ustlenerek herkesin
katilabilecedi bir platform olusturmasi gerektigini belirtti. Ancak, Turkiye'deki sivil
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processes, in building social peace and in reducing polarisation, and should create a
platform where everyone can participate. However, he said that civil society in Tlr-
kiye has not been able to establish a close and strong relationship with the public
sector and that this situation is expressed in the rates in the research mentioned
here. For civil society to fulfil this bridging function, it is necessary both to establish
a healthy relationship with the public and to strengthen this partnership through co-
operation within civil society organisations.

Another participant agreed with the pessimistic picture painted in previous com-
ments. According to a study conducted by DPI 3-4 years ago, the economic cost of
the war exceeded 1 trillion dollars. He emphasised that in this environment of eco-
nomic crisis and severe impoverishment, it is bad enough that the money that should
be spent for the peace and welfare of the people is spent on oil, weapons, and bul-
lets. However, he said, the issue is not limited to numbers: before the resumption
of hostilities, the number of casualties was 40,000, now another 40,000 have been
added and the death toll is heading towards 100,000. He reminded the seminar that
it is easy to say these figures, but there are human stories behind these losses. The
speaker stated that these stories have not been sufficiently valued so far, and from
now on, the stories of the people who lost their lives should be brought to the fore-
front and empathy should be established.

Another participant took the floor and pointed out that the challenges facing Turkiye
are many. Stating that Tirkiye has become authoritarian due to its inability to resolve
the Kurdish issue, the speaker stated that the country currently exhibits the char-
acteristics of a typical authoritarian regime. Amendments to the legislation have
brought the current regulations even further back than the Law on Associations en-
acted during the 12 September period. Regarding the Kurdish issue, it was discussed
whether a ninth ceasefire process could be initiated. Recalling that this process
started in 1993, the speaker emphasised that the discussions currently on the agen-
da were more of an exchange of ideas than a process. For a settlement process to
begin, the views of the parties need to be clearly expressed. At this point, the views
of the state are known, but the views of Abdullah Ocalan, the Kurdish side’s interloc-
utor, are not. The speaker argued that the issue of isolation should be addressed in
the context of human rights and stated that open public discussion of this issue has
become difficult due to political polarisation. This situation shows that society and
politics in Tlrkiye are deeply polarised. In conclusion, Tirkiye cannot move forward
without a democratic solution to the Kurdish issue.

Turkiye cannot make progress in economic, social, political, and legal fields under
the current conditions. Pointing to a remarkable aspect of this situation, it was re-
minded that Devlet Bahceli appealed directly to Abdullah Ocalan from the rostrum of
the Parliament. Here the addressee was clearly identified. However, if the addressee
of this call is not allowed to express his views, this process will not be able to move
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toplumun kamui ile siki ve gicli bir iliski kuramadigini, bu durumun da burada bahse-
dilen arastirmadaki oranlarla ifade edildigini syledi. Sivil toplumun bu kdpru islevini
yerine getirebilmesi icin, hem kamu ile saglikli bir iliski kurulmasi hem de sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin kendiicinde is birligi yaparak bu ortakligi giclendirmesi gerekmektedir.

Bir baska katiimci 6nceki yorumlarda cizilen karamsar tabloya katildigini belirtti.
DPI'n 3-4 yil 6nce yaptidi bir arastirmaya gore savasin ekonomik maliyetinin 1 trilyon
dolari astigi ortaya cikmisti. Bu ekonomik kriz ve ciddi yoksullagsma ortaminda, hal-
kin huzuru ve refahiicin harcanmasi gereken paranin petrole, silaha ve mermiye har-
canmasinin yeterince kot oldugunu vurguladi. Ancak meselenin yalnizca rakamlarla
sinirl olmadigini; catismalar yeniden baslamadan dnceki kayiplarin 40.0000ldugunu,
simdi bu saylya 40.000 daha eklendigini ve can kayiplarinin 100.000% dogru ilerledigini
belirtti. Bu rakamlari séylemenin kolay oldugunu, fakat bu kayiplarin arkasinda gergek
insan hikayelerinin bulundugunu hatirlatti. Konusmaci, bugiine kadar bu hikayelere
yeterince deger verilmedigini, bundan sonra hayatini kaybeden insanlarin hikayeleri-
nin &n plana gikarilmasi ve empati kurulmasi gerektigini ifade etti.

Bir diger katilimci sz alarak Turkiye'nin karsi karsiya oldugu zorluklarin oldukga fazla
olduguna dikkat c¢ekti. Turkiye’'nin Kirt meselesini henlz ¢6ziime kavusturamamasi
nedeniyle otoriterlestigini ifade eden konusmaci, llkenin su anda tipik bir otoriter
rejim Ozellikleri sergiledigini belirtti. Yasal mevzuatta yapilan degisiklikler, mevcut
dlizenlemeleri 12 Eylll doneminde ¢ikarilan Dernekler Kanunu’'ndan bile daha geri bir
noktaya tasidi. Kirt meselesine iliskin olarak, dokuzuncu bir ateskes surecinin basla-
tilp baslatilamayacadi tartisildi. Bu strecin 1993 yilinda basladigini hatirlatan konus-
macl, su anda giindemde olan tartismalarin bir stregten ziyade fikir alisverisinden
ibaret oldugunu vurguladi. Bir ¢6zim surecinin baslayabilmesi igin taraflarin goris-
lerinin acikca ifade edilmesi gerekmektedir. Bu noktada, devletin gortsU bilinmekte-
dir ancak Kiirt tarafinin muhatap olarak gdsterdigi Abdullah Ocalan’in diistincelerinin
bilinmemektedir. Tecrit konusunun insan haklari baglaminda ele alinmasi gerektigini
savunan konusmaci, bu meselenin kamuoyunda acik bir sekilde tartisiimasinin, siyasi
kutuplasmalar nedeniyle zorlastigini ifade etti. Bu durum, Turkiye'de toplumun ve si-
yasetin derin bir sekilde kutuplastigini géstermektedir. Sonug olarak, Kirt meselesi-
nin demokratik yollarla ¢6zlime kavusturulmadan TUrkiye ilerleyemeyecektir.

Tirkiye'nin ekonomik, sosyal, siyasal ve hukuki alanlarda ilerleme kaydetmesi mevcut
kosullarda mimkun degildir. Bu durumun dikkat ¢ekici bir boyutuna isaret edilerek,
Devlet Bahgelinin Meclis kiirstisiinden dogrudan Abdullah Ocalana yonelik bir ¢ag-
rida bulunmasi hatirlatildi. Burada muhatap agikcga belirlenmistir. Ancak, bu ¢agrinin
muhatabinin goruslerini ifade etmesine izin verilmedigi middetce sirecin ilerlemesi
zor. Bu durum, ¢dzim slrecinin fiilen baslamis olmadigini, yalnizca tartismalarin str-
ddgund gostermektedir.

Konusmaci, kendilerinin bir slire¢ baslatiimasi igin ¢aba sarf ettiklerini, ancak bu ¢a-
balarin basarili olup olmayacadini 6ngéremediklerini dile getirmistir. Ayrica, Tlrkiye
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forward. This situation shows that the solution process has not actually started, only
discussions are ongoing.

The speaker stated that they were making efforts toinitiate a process, but they could
not predict whether these efforts would be successful. Moreover, Tirkiye needs a
strong peace movement. In this context, the work carried out by the state-sponsored
Wise People’s Committee in 2013 played a significant role in putting the peace pro-
cess on a social basis. Thanks to the work carried out by the delegation in all cities
and major districts of Turkiye, public support for the peace process increased to 79
per cent. During this period, it was emphasised that the state supported the process
and provided all kinds of facilities, which enabled the teams to carry out their activ-
ities freely. During this period, there were quite fierce debates. The speaker stated
that despite the support of all institutions of the state, they continued their work un-
der threat. The increasing support of the public, especially despite the threats from
gang groups within the state and the protests they faced, once again demonstrated
the importance of socialising peace. For this reason, it was emphasised that efforts
to socialise peace should be restarted.

The speaker stated that Devlet Bahgeli and the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP)
signalled a new process, albeit in their own style and language. This situation provid-
ed an important opportunity to talk about peace against war. Explaining how a po-
tentially growing war in the Middle East will affect Tirkiye will make the importance
of peace more visible. In this context, a new space has opened for civil society and a
movement that will work for peace against war will have the opportunity to expand.

The speaker emphasised that civil society should seize this opportunity and that it
is important to come together more frequently and discuss concrete steps quickly.
Civil society has the potential to spread to a wider base. Factors such as the Chair-
man of the Republican People’s Party (CHP) openly expressing his stance in favour of
peace and the involvement of the MHP and the ruling AK Party in the process provide
a supportive ground for this process. According to the speaker, only the discourses
of some small nationalist parties remain, but it seems unlikely that these parties will
find widespread support.

Stating that this new situation offers a serious opportunity for civil society, the
speaker stated that this area should be used effectively. If a period of peace can be
initiated, it is thought that this will take place in a separate way from previous peri-
ods. Currently, there is no process, only various possibilities are being discussed.
However, there is a possibility that these discussions may evolve into a process. The
important thing is that this possibility should be strongly supported. This is inde-
pendent of domestic politics; it is now a state problem in Turkiye.

The speaker stated that the “Urban Consensus” tactic used in the 31March local elec-

tions, combined with previous electoral strategies, created a broad popular base and
this base turned into a democratic alliance. However, he also pointed out that there
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glcld bir baris hareketine ihtiyagc duymaktadir. Bu baglamda, 2013 yilinda devlet des-
tekli Akil insanlar Heyetinin yiiriittiigi galismalar, baris siirecinin toplumsal bir zemi-
ne oturmasinda énemli bir rol oynamistir. Heyetin, Turkiye'nin tim sehirlerinde ve bi-
yuk ilgelerinde gerceklestirdigi calismalar sayesinde, baris slirecine kamuoyu destegi
%79a kadar ylUkselmistir. Bu dénemde, devletin sireci destekledigi ve calismalara
her tlrlG kolayhdi sagladigi, bu sayede ekiplerin faaliyetlerini 6zgiirce gergeklestire-
bildikleri vurgulanmistir. Bu stirecte oldukca sert tartigsmalar yasanmistir. Konusmaci,
devletin tiim kurumlarinin destegdi olmasina ragmen tehdit altinda c¢alismalarini siir-
diirdtklerini ifade etmistir. Ozellikle devlet icerisindeki cete gruplarindan gelen teh-
ditler ve karsilastiklari protestolara ragmen halkin destedinin artmasi, barisin toplum-
sallastiriimasinin énemini bir kez daha ortaya koymustur. Bu nedenle barisi topluma
mal etmeye yonelik calismalarin yeniden baslatiimasi gerektigi vurgulanmistir.

Konusmaci, Devlet Bahgeli ve Milliyetci Hareket Partisinin (MHP) kendi Uslubu ve diliy-
le de olsa, yeni bir stireciisaret ettigini ifade etmistir. Bu durum, savasa karsli barisin
konusulabilecegine dair 6nemli bir firsat sunmustur. Ortadogu'da blylime potansiyeli
taslyan bir savasin Turkiye'yi nasil etkileyecegini anlatmak, barisin 6nemini daha da
gorinir kilacaktir. Bu baglamda, sivil toplum igin yeni bir alan acilmistir ve savasa kar-
sl baris calismalari ylritecek bir hareket genisleme imkani bulabilecektir.

Konusmaci, sivil toplumun bu firsati degerlendirmesi gerektigini, bunun icin daha sik
bir araya gelip hizlica somut adimlarin tartisiimasinin 6nemli oldugunu vurgulamistir.
Sivil toplum daha genis bir tabana yayilma potansiyeli tasimaktadir. Ozellikle Cumhu-
riyet Halk Partisi Genel Baskani'nin baristan yana tutumunu agikga ortaya koymasi,
MHP ve iktidar partisi AK Parti'nin sirecin iginde yer almasi gibi etkenler, bu stireci
destekleyici bir zeminin olusmasini saglamaktadir. Konusmaciya gore, geriye sade-
ce bazi kiiglk milliyetgi partilerin sdylemleri kalmaktadir, ancak bu partilerin genis bir
destek bulma ihtimali dlstk gérinmektedir.

Bu yeni durumun sivil toplum icin ciddi bir firsat sundugunu belirten konusmaci, bu
alanin etkin bir sekilde kullaniimasi gerektigini ifade etmistir. Eger bir baris donemi
baslatilabilirse, bunun énceki dénemlerden farkh bir yéntemle gerceklesecedi diisu-
nilmektedir. Su anda ortada bir stire¢ bulunmamakta, yalnizca ¢esitli olasiliklar tar-
tisiimaktadir. Ancak bu tartismalarin siirece evrilme ihtimali bulunmaktadir. Onemli
olan bu ihtimal glcld bir sekilde desteklenmelidir. Bu i¢ politikadan bagimsizdir, bu
artik Turkiye'de devletin bir sorunudur.

Konusmaci, 31 Mart yerel secimlerinde kullanilan “Kent Uzlasisi” taktiginin, daha 6n-
ceki secim stratejileriyle birleserek genis bir halk tabani olusturdugunu ve bu tabanin
bir demokrasiittifakina dontstigunu ifade etmistir. Ancak bu ittifaki bdlmeye yonelik
girisimlerin oldugu yoninde tartismalarin bulunduguna da dikkat gekmistir. Buna kar-
silik, konusmaci, bu demokrasi ittifakini genisleterek daha da blyttme potansiyeline
sahip olduklarini dile getirmistir. 31 Mart segim sonugclari Gzerinden iktidarin kendisini
yeniden konsolide etmeye ¢aligsmasi sonugsuz bir gaba olacaktir. Bunun yerine, yerel
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are discussions that there are attempts to divide this alliance. On the other hand, the
speaker stated that they have the potential to expand and enlarge this democratic al-
liance. The 31 March election results will be a fruitless attempt by the government to
reconsolidate itself. Instead, this process can be successfully managed by creating a
strong peace movement and civil society solidarity with the support of groups acting
together in the local elections.

The speaker stated that he would not address the constitutional debates in detail.
However, the periods of the solution process in Tlrkiye also include constitutional
debates. In 2012 and 2013, this opportunity was not utilised, and today constitutional
debates are back on the agenda. In this context, civil society will be able to utilise this
new space effectively.

Zeynep Ardic took the floor and wanted to address the speaker’s emphasis on eco-
nomic studies. In this regard, DPI has prepared a series of studies and publications
focusing on the economic benefits of peace and organised various meetings in this
context. The economic cost of the current situation is extremely high, and the current
economic crisis is causing serious polarisation in society. However, this situation can
also be a powerful source of motivation. Zeynep Ardig, referring to an anecdote shared
by Ali Bayramoglu during the Wise People process, reminded the question of a villager
in Thrace: “OK, but what will | gain from peace?”. Ardi¢ stated that the answer to this
question should be concretely shown to the public and that civil society would play a
key role in explaining the economic benefits of peace to the public.

The Role of Civil Society in Conflict Resolution

One speaker took the floor and stated that the situation of the opposition should also
be emphasised. The opposition, which claims to be against the authoritarian gov-
ernment, has not been able to take a sufficiently effective stance on this issue. Be-
yond the Kurdish question, the focus should be on the concept of conflict resolution.
The criticism "Why don't you say peace?” stems from the difference between conflict
resolution and peace. The speaker reminded the seminar that while moving in the
right direction in 2019, in 2018 the main body of the opposition - especially those who
supported the work of the Peace Foundation - tended towards the discourse of “Now
is not the time to work on the Kurdish issue, we must first get rid of the authoritarian
AK Party”. Because of such approaches, Kurdish democratic politics were delayed
for along time. The speaker focused on the relations and differences between con-
flict resolution and civil society organisations. He stated that the time has come to
make the voice of peace heard and that there is a need for urgency in this regard.
In response to the question “So, what are we waiting for?”, those who are waiting
for conflict resolution should act. Rights-based organisations list the main problems
and demand concrete steps for the peace process to begin. However, it is said that
institutions working on conflict resolution, such as DPI, cannot contribute to the
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secimlerde birlikte hareket eden gruplarin destegiyle gucli bir baris hareketi ve sivil
toplum dayanismasi olusturularak bu streg basariyla yonetilebilecektir.

Konusmaci, anayasa tartigsmalarina detayl olarak deginmeyecedgini belirtmistir. An-
cak Turkiye'deki ¢ozim slreci dénemleriaynizamanda anayasa tartismalarinidaicer-
mektedir. 2012 ve 2013 yillarinda bu firsatin degerlendirilmemistir ve bugin anayasa
tartigsmalari yeniden glindeme gelmistir. Bu baglamda, sivil toplum kendisine sunulan
bu yeni alani etkin bir sekilde kullanabilecektir.

Zeynep Ardig soz alarak, konusmacinin ekonomiyle ilgili galismalara dair vurgusuna
deginmek istedi. Bu konuda DPI, barisin ekonomik getirilerine odaklanan bir dizi aras-
tirma ve yayin hazirlamis ve bu kapsamda ¢esitli toplantilar diizenlemistir. Mevcut
durumun ekonomik maliyeti son derece yilksektir ve icinde bulunulan ekonomik kriz
toplumda ciddi bir kutuplasmaya neden olmaktadir. Ancak bu durum ayni zamanda
gucli bir motivasyon kaynadi da olabilecektir. Zeynep Ardig, Ali Bayramoglunun Akil
insanlar siirecinde paylastigi bir anekdota atifta bulunarak, Trakya'da bir kdyliiniin
“Tamam da baristan ben ne kazanacagim?” sorusunu hatirlatti. Ardig, bu sorunun ya-
nitinin halka somut bir sekilde gésterilmesi gerektigini ve sivil toplumun, barisin sagla-
yacagi ekonomik faydalari halka anlatmada kilit bir rol Gstlenecedini belirtti.

Sivil Toplumun Catisma Coéziimiindeki Rolii

Bir konusmaci sz alarak, muhalefetin durumuna da dikkat gekilmesi gerektiginiifade
etti. Otoriterlesen iktidara karsi oldugunu iddia eden muhalefet, bu konuda yeterince
etkili bir durus sergileyememistir. Kirt sorununun 6tesinde, ¢atisma ¢6zUmu kavra-
mina odaklaniimasi gerekmektedir. “Neden baris demiyorsunuz?” elestirisi, catisma
¢6zUmd ile baris arasindaki farktan kaynaklanmaktadir. Konusmaci, 2019'da dogru bir
yonde ilerlenirken, 2018 doneminde muhalefetin ana gévdesinin - 6zellikle Baris Vak-
finin galismalarina destek verenlerin - “Su anda Kirt meselesini ¢alismanin zamani
dedil, énce otoriter AK Partiden kurtulmaliyiz” séylemine yoneldigini hatirlatti. Bu tur
yaklasimlar nedeniyle uzun sire oyalanildi. Konusmaci, ¢atisma ¢6zimd ile sivil top-
lum &rgutleri arasindaki iliskiler ve farkliliklar Gzerinde durdu. Artik barisin sesini du-
yurmanin zamaninin geldigini ve bu konuda acele edilmesi gerektigini ifade etti. "Peki,
neyi bekliyoruz?” sorusuna karsilik, catisma ¢6zimu bekleyenler harekete gecmeli-
dir. Hak temelli 6rgitlerden baris strecinin baslamasiicin temel sorunlari siralayarak
somut adimlar talep edilmektedir. Ancak, DPI gibi ¢catisma ¢6zimU Uzerine galisan
kurumlarin, sartlar 6ne slrerek veya kirmizigizgiler belirleyerek diyalogu mizakereye
dénilstirme silirecine katki saglayamayacadi sdylenmektedir. Su an ortada bir temas
dahi bulunmamaktadir ve bu durum ¢6ztm sureci agisindan kritik bir eksikliktir.

Hic kimse mevcut durumun tam anlamiyla farkinda degil; bununla birlikte, bir “temas
hali” s6z konusu. Bu temasin bir miizakereye dénlsebilmesi igin mizakerenin adresi
tarif ediliyor. Peki, bu sirecte sivil toplum 6rgltleri ne yapmali? Demokratik iliskilere
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process of transforming dialogue into negotiation by putting forward conditions or
setting red lines. Now, there is no contact at all, which is a critical shortcoming for
the resolution process.

No one is fully aware of the current situation; however, there is a “state of contact”.
For this contact to turn into a negotiation, the address of the negotiation is being
defined. So, what should civil society organisations do in this process? The question
arises of whether such organisations should exemplify a model of negotiation based
on democratic relations or take rights organisations and their issues from their own
perspectives and say, “This is not the way things work with an authoritarian adminis-
tration” and cut corners. The speaker states that this approach is not conflict reso-
lution. The point he emphasises is not to talk about the wrongness of advocating for
rights. However, he states that especially if one is working on the Kurdish issue and
conflict resolution, one should take whatever step will provide an inch of progress
that day. Unfortunately, the main problem in Tlrkiye is that peace cannot be social-
ised. This is the fundamental issue. In this country, texts were prepared for peace
initiatives, but thousands of people lost their jobs and politicians were arrested. The
deaths and executions across the border are also part of this problem. There is a
transitivity between conflict resolution, peace processes and civil society work, but
there are also crucial differences.

The speaker stated that the human rights movement defends the right to peace in
the context of conflict resolution, but if the conflict continues, their power to directly
defend this right is limited and their impact will remain exceptionally low. He stated
that the main reason for this situation is that they also criticise violations of the right
to peace when the source of the violation is an armed organisation. In this context,
he explained that many people working in the region are forced to simultaneously
criticise the violations of armed organisations and the state thus being caught be-
tween these two sides. He emphasised that the human rights movement has always
prioritised human rights and is determined to speak out about violations, regardless
of their source. However, it was also stated that this situation limits their room for
manoeuvre in defending the right to peace.

According to the speaker, human rights discourse has an important but limited im-
pact on peacebuilding. In such cases, a more political discourse is required, which
sometimes creates difficulties for organisations such as the Human Rights Associa-
tion. The speaker said that the peace movement needs to understand this cautious
stance of the human rights movement.

Lastly, the speaker talked about his own experiences, stating that he has been work-
ing in this field for 30 years, that he was one of the founders of the Turkish branch of
Amnesty International and that he worked for the Human Rights Association and the
Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly. He stated that although the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly
is a rights-based organisation, it does not explicitly define itself as a human rights
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dayali bir miizakere modelini mi 6rneklemeli, yoksa kendi perspektiflerinden hareket-
le hak drgutlerini ve meselelerini ele alarak “Otoriter bir ydnetimle bu isler boyle yiri-
mez" deyip kestirip atmayi mi tercih etmeli? Konusmaci, bu yaklasimin catisma ¢6zi-
mu olmadiginiifade ediyor. Kendisinin vurguladigi nokta, hak savunuculugu yapmanin
yanlisligindan bahsetmek dedil. Ancak 6zellikle Kirt meselesi ve catisma ¢6zimu
Uzerinde calisiliyorsa, o gtin bir milim ilerleme saglayacak adim neyse onun atiimasi
gerektigini belirtiyor. Ne yazik ki Tlrkiye'de asil sorun, barisin toplumsallasamamasi-
dir. Bu temel meseledir. Bu llkede baris girisimlerine yonelik metinler hazirlandi, an-
cak binlerce kisiisinden oldu, siyasetgciler tutuklandi. Sinir 6tesinde yasanan 6limler
ve infazlar da bu sorunun bir parcasidir. Catisma ¢6zUmd, baris strecleri ve sivil top-
lum calismalari arasinda bir geciskenlik vardir; ancak ayni zamanda énemli farkliliklar
da mevcuttur.

Konusmaci, insan haklari hareketinin ¢atisma ¢6zimu baglaminda baris hakkini sa-
vundugunu, ancak catisma devam ettigi slrece bu hakki dogrudan savunma giicle-
rinin sinirl oldugunu ve etkilerinin oldukca distk kalacagini dile getirdi. Bu durumun
temel nedeninin, ihlalin kaynagi silahl 6rglt oldugunda da elestiriler ydneltmelerinden
kaynaklandigini belirtti. Bu baglamda, bolgede ¢alisan pek ¢ok kisinin bir yandan silah-
Il érgutlerin ihlallerini elestirirken diger yandan devleti elestirmek zorunda kaldigini,
dolayisiyla bu iki taraf arasinda sikistigini ifade etti. insan haklari hareketinin 6nceligi
her zaman insan haklari oldugundan, ihlallerin kaynadi ne olursa olsun bunlari acgikca
dile getirmekte kararh oldugunu vurguladi. Ancak baris hakkini savunma konusunda
bu durumun hareket alanlarini sinirladigi da ifade edildi.

Konusmaciya gore, insan haklari séylemi barisin tesis edilmesinde 6nemliancak sinirli
bir etkiye sahiptir. Bu tir durumlarda daha politik bir séylem gerekliligi ortaya ¢cikmak-
ta, bu dazaman zaman insan Haklari Dernedi gibi kuruluslar icin sikintilar yaratmakta-
dir. Konusmaci ayrica, baris hareketinin insan haklari hareketinin bu temkinli durusu-
nu anlamasi gerektigini sdyledi.

Son olarak, konusmaci kendi deneyimlerinden bahsederek, 30 yildir bu alanda calis-
tigini, Uluslararasi Af Orgiiti'nin Tiirkiye subesinin kurucularindan biri oldugunu ve
insan Haklari Dernegiile Helsinki Yurttaslik Derneginde gorev aldigini belirtti. Helsinki
Yurttaslik Dernedi'nin hak temelli bir 6rgiit olmasina ragmen kendisini dogrudan bir
insan haklari 6rgitd olarak tanimlamadidi igin daha esnek bir sekilde siyasi sdylemler
gelistirebildigini ifade etti. Buna karsilik, insan haklarini savunmaya odakli kuruluslar
sUrecleri desteklemekle birlikte, siyasi séylemler kullanma konusunda daha temkinli
davranmaktadir. Bireysel cabalarla bu tir calismalar yiritilebilecektir.

Bu noktada, yerel yonetimlerin roliine de dedinmek gerekmektedir. Baris Vakfi igin
yaplilan bir arastirmada, belediyelerin stratejik planlariincelendi. Ancak kayyum atan-
mis belediyelerin planlari bilingli olarak inceleme disinda birakildi, glinkl bu planlarda
anlamlibirigerik bulunmuyordu. Ne yazik ki, bir iki blytksehir belediyesi disinda, ‘baris’
kelimesi yalnizca ‘imar barisi' baglaminda gegiyordu. Oysa yerel ydnetimlerin bu konu-
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organisation and therefore can develop political discourses more flexibly. In con-
trast, organisations focused on defending human rights support the processes but
are more cautious about using political discourses. Such work can be carried out
through individual efforts.

At this point, the role of local governments should be mentioned. In research con-
ducted for the Peace Foundation, the strategic plans of municipalities were ana-
lysed. However, the plans of the municipalities to which trustees had been appoint-
ed were deliberately excluded from the analysis, as these plans lacked meaningful
content. Unfortunately, except for one or two metropolitan municipalities, the word
‘peace’ was only mentioned in the context of ‘zoning peace’. However, local admin-
istrations have an especially vital role in this issue. Municipalities have a closer re-
lationship with local people than central administrations. Therefore, they can have
a significant impact by cooperating with civil society organisations and organising
activities that reduce polarisation (such as poverty alleviation projects, support pro-
grammes for students or social services). At present, however, municipalities do not
seem to be brave enough in this area and do not pay the necessary attention. As a
result, metropolitan municipalities need to take a more active role in strengthening
local alliances and moving the process forward. For this reason, the speaker stated
that equal pressure should be put on local administrations in big cities as compared
to central administration and that the human rights movement could step in here.
This would make an important contribution to a reasonable and civilised discussion
of the issue at the grassroots level. The municipalities in the Kurdish regions can
further contribute by managing this process more carefully and diligently if they do
not encounter any setbacks.

On the Right to Peace and the Socialisation of Peace

Another speaker took the floor, stating that he would speak on the right to peace. In
Tlrkiye, ademocratic or peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue is usually on the agen-
da during election periods or when the government declares a ceasefire. This does
not do justice to the essence of the issue, which should be focussed on the right to
peace’. The speaker said that Devlet Bahgeli's action regarding this issue was per-
ceived as an initiative of the state. The Kurdish issue in Tirkiye cannot be resolved
without the involvement of a party like the MHP. A solution process in which the MHP
does not take part could lead to new polarisations and problems. In the past, the MHP
played a significant role in the abolition of the death penalty. As such, Devlet Bahceli
made a historic statement on this issue. The speaker emphasised the importance of
Bahceli's words - ‘peace at home is important in order to achieve peace abroad’ - in
the context of the Kurdish issue emphasised the importance of such words However,
he did disagree with the view that the government has given a serious light or hope
for the solution to the Kurdish issue.
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da ¢ok buyUk bir rolt vardir. Belediyeler, merkeziidarelere gére yerel halkla daha yakin
bir iliski icindedir. Bu nedenle, sivil toplum kuruluslariyla is birligi yaparak ve kutuplas-
mayi azaltici etkinlikler diizenleyerek (rnegdin yoksullugu azaltma projeleri, 6grenci-
lere destek programlari ya da sosyal hizmetler sunma gibi) dnemli bir etki yaratabi-
lirler. Ancak su an, belediyelerin bu alanda yeterince cesur davranmadigi ve gereken
6zeni gostermedidi gorilmektedir. Sonug olarak, yereldeki ittifaklarin gliglendiriimesi
ve slrecin ilerletilmesi igin 6zellikle biylksehir belediyelerinin daha aktif bir rol tst-
lenmesi gerekmektedir. Bu sebeple konusmaci, merkezi idareye yapilan baski kadar
buylk kentlerde yerel yonetimlere de bir baski olusturulmasi gerektigini ve insan hak-
lari hareketi olarak burada devreye girebileceklerini belirtti. Bu konunun, toplumun
tabaninda makul ve medeni bir sekilde tartisiimasina 6nemli bir katkisi olacaktir. Kirt
bélgelerindeki belediyeler de herhangi bir aksilikle karsilasmadiklari takdirde, bu si-
reci daha dikkatli ve 6zenli bir sekilde yoneterek katkida bulunabilirler.

Baris Hakki ve Barisin Toplumsallastiriimasi Uzerine

Diger bir konusmaci, baris hakki Gzerine konusacadini belirterek soz aldi. Tirkiye'de
Kirt meselesinin demokratik veya bariscil ¢6zimu genellikle segim donemlerinde ya
da hiklimetin ateskes ilan ettigi zamanlarda giindeme gelmektedir. Bu durum, me-
selenin 6zline haksizlik etmektedir ve asil odaklanilmasi gereken ‘baris hakkidir. Ko-
nusmaci, Devlet Bahgeli'nin bu konuda bir adim atmasinin, devletin bir girisimi olarak
algilandigini sdyledi. Turkiye'de Kiirt meselesi, MHP gibi bir parti stirece dahil olmadan
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The Kurdish issue is a multidimensional problem, affecting not only Tirkiye but also
four countries in the Middle East. Around 80,000 people have lost their lives in this
process, with casualties in almost every village, family, and community. Therefore,
the humanitarian dimension of the issue must be taken into consideration. The
speaker called for a more fair and sensitive approach to the Kurdish issue and to
recognise and address the damage caused by this conflict.

The speaker stated that he would share two examples of the work on the resolution
process in 2013, beginning with a memory. He said that he was the vice-president
of the bar association at that time and that the Diyarbakir Bar Association received
a lot of attention. Within the scope of the resolution process, various delegations
visited the bar association. Bar Association President Tahir Elgi was not there that
day, so he welcomed a delegation. The visiting group consisted of members of an
association formed by those who had been discharged from the army after the 1980
coup. Initially expecting a single delegation, he saw that the group was divided into
two different teams. One team sat on the right side of the table and the other on
the left. During the talks, the team sitting on the left side thought that the solution
process was a new deception and opposed the process. The team sitting on the right
supported the solution process and argued that the government’s will to solve the
Kurdish issue was sincere. The speaker expressed surprise that such opposing views
could exist within the same organisation.

When the speaker asked, “Are there two different associations here?”, the members
of the association confirmed this. It turned out that on one side there were those
who had been discharged from the army because of their leftist identity, and on the
other side, there were those who had been discharged from the army in the 1980
coup d'état because of their conservative identity. In conclusion, the speaker em-
phasised the following point: This process, which should be supported and strength-
ened, should be an issue that should be embraced especially by those coming from
leftist politics. However, the problem here was the allegation that the association
was deceiving the Kurds. So, what could be done to change such perceptions and
increase the credibility of the process? He emphasised that this is what really needs
to be discussed.

After describing this example, the speaker stated that he would move on to a second
example and evaluate the situation of civil society organisations in Tirkiye. Stating
that he had been the President of the Diyarbakir Bar Association for four years, the
speaker emphasised that bar associations have an important duty to voice demands
and objections to the solution of social problems, criticise the malpractices of the
government and bring the needs of society to the agenda. However, he stated that
they were constantly criticised for engaging in politics at meetings of bar associa-
tion presidents held throughout Tlrkiye. An interesting contradiction was brought
to light through this example. For example, the President of the Afyonkarahisar Bar
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¢cozllemeyecektir. MHP'nin yer almadigi bir ¢6ziim slireci, yeni kutuplagsmalara ve so-
runlara yol acabilecektir. Gegmiste idam cezasinin kaldirilmasinda da MHP énemli bir
rol oynamistir. Hal boyle iken Devlet Bahgeli bu konuda tarihi bir agiklama yapmistir.
Bahceli'nin ‘disarida baris saglanabilmesiigin iceride barisin énemli oldugunu’ vurgula-
yan sOzlerine atifta bulunan konusmaci, bu agiklamanin kiymetli oldugunu ifade etti.
Ancak, hiikimetin Kirt meselesinin ¢éziimune yonelik ciddi bir isik veya umut verdigi
gorustne katilmadigini belirtti.

Kirt meselesi cok boyutlu bir sorundur ve yalnizca Turkiye'yi degil, Ortadogu'daki dort
Ulkeyi de etkilemektedir. Bu slirecte yaklasik 80.000 kisi hayatini kaybetmis, neredey-
se her kdyden, her aileden ve her topluluktan kayiplar yasanmistir. Bu nedenle, me-
selenin insani boyutunun da géz 6ntinde bulundurulmasi gerekmektedir. Konusmaci
Kirt meselesine ve bu catismanin yarattigi tahribatin kabul edilmesi ve giderilmesi
konusuna daha adil ve duyarli bir yaklasim sergilenmesi gerektigini belirtti.

Konusmaci, iki 6rnek paylasacadini belirterek 2013 yilindaki ¢6ziim stireci galismalari-
na dair bir anisini aktardi. O dénemde baro baskan yardimcisi oldugunu ve Diyarbakir
Barosu'nun yodun ilgi gérdigini soyledi. Cézim slreci kapsaminda baroya cesit-
li heyetler ziyaretlerde bulunuyordu. Baro Baskani Tahir Elci o glin orada degildi, bu
nedenle kendisinin bir heyeti karsiladigini ifade etti. Ziyarete gelen grup, 1980 darbesi
sonrasi ordudan atilanlarin olusturdugu bir dernek Uyelerinden olusuyordu. Baslan-
gicta tek bir heyet beklerken, gelen grubun iki farkl ekibe ayrildigini gérdd. Bir ekip
masanin sagina, diger ekip ise soluna oturmustu. Gérlismeler sirasinda sol tarafta
oturan ekip, ¢6zim slrecinin yeni bir aldatmaca oldugunu disUnuyor ve surece karsi
cikiyordu. Sag tarafta oturan ekip ise ¢ozim slrecini destekliyor ve hikimetin Kirt
meselesinin ¢ozUmuine yonelik iradesinin samimi oldugunu savunuyordu. Konusmaci,
aynidernekiginde boylesine zit gérislerin bulunmasina sasirdigini belirtti.

Konusmaci, ‘Burada iki farkli dernek mi var?’ diye sordugunda, dernek Uyeleri bu du-
rumu dogruladi. Meder bir tarafta sol kimliklerinden dolayl ordudan atilanlar, diger
tarafta ise muhafazakar kimliklerinden dolayi 1980 darbesinde ordudan atilanlar bulu-
nuyordu. Sonug olarak, konusmaci su noktaya dikkat ¢cekti: Desteklenmesive gliglen-
dirilmesi gereken bu stireg, 6zellikle sol siyasetten gelenlerin sahiplenmesi gereken
bir mesele olmaliydi. Ancak burada sorun, dernegin Kirtleri kandirdigi iddiasiydi. Peki,
bu tir algilari degistirmek ve strecin glvenilirligini artirmak icin ne yapilabilirdi? Asil
tartisiimasi gerekenin bu oldugunu ifade etti.

Konusmaci, bu 6rnedi anlattiktan sonra ikinci bir 6rnege gececedini belirterek, Tir-
kiye'deki sivil toplum érgdtlerinin durumunu dederlendirdi. Konusmaci, barolarin top-
lumsal sorunlarin ¢oziimine yonelik talepleri ve itirazlari dile getirmek, iktidarin yan-
lis uygulamalarini elestirmek ve toplumun ihtiyaclarini gindeme tasimak gibi dnemli
bir gérevi oldugunu vurguladi. Ancak, Tirkiye genelinde dizenlenen baro baskanlari
toplantilarinda surekli olarak siyaset yapmakla elestirildiklerini ifade etti. Bu noktada
ilging bir celiski s6z konusudur. Ornegin, Afyonkarahisar Baro Baskani ayni zamanda
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Association was also the Provincial Chairman of the AKP, the President of the Kah-
ramanmaras Bar Association was the Provincial Chairman of the AKP, the President
of the Karaman Bar Association was a member of the Disciplinary Board of the MHP
and the President of the Adana Bar Association was a municipal council member of
the CHP. Despite this, no criticism was levelled against these individuals for engag-
ing in politics. This double standard exists in the state’s view of civil society. Those
who criticise the government and loudly voice the demands of society are accused
of ‘playing politics’, whereas those affiliated with political parties close to the gov-
ernment are exempt from such criticism. To break this perception and enable those
involved in civil society to speak out against injustice, it is necessary to eradicate
the associations and foundations created by the government as an alternative to the
groups that object to it. This is one of the most fundamental problems within civil
society.

When the government wants to have a say in a certain field, it creates its own groups
in these fields. Examples include the establishment of ‘bar association number two’
considering pre-existing bar associations and the state’s creation of new alterna-
tives to pro-women groups active on gender issues. If this understanding continues,
civil society will not gain the power to prevent or eliminate polarisation. Regarding
the Kurdish issue, the speaker said that their power in solving this problem is directly
linked to the government’s sincere and positive approach to the issue, but that he
thinks the government is not showing such sincerity now. Nevertheless, he empha-
sised that the statements made by Devlet Bahgeli should be taken into consideration
because they come from the perspective of the state and should be accounted for.

Another speaker stated that when the Kurdish issue is brought up, it is often criti-
cised for its character as a political issue and therefore politicised. This is an inevi-
table reality in TUrkiye. For this reason, whether one is working on the mother tongue
or dealing with art, there will always be criticism of politics. The speaker stated that
they accept these criticisms and continue their way. Civil society’s effort to produce
politics is fed by a structure shaped around the victims or the marginalised. There-
fore, civil society actors cannot act independently from politics. One of the most
critical issues for the peace process to proceed in a sound manner is the transfor-
mation of peace into a social demand. However, this has been lacking in Tlrkiye from
the beginning. The issue of peace cannot be turned into a social demand. In general
terms, civil society in Tlrkiye has a serious weakness in taking a stance and acting on
fundamental issues such as the right to peace. Rather, there is a social structure that
is shaped according to where politics stands, and this situation points to a deformed
structure. In the past, it was often argued that the Kurdish issue could be solved with
strong political leaders with broad social support. For example, the AKP government,
at a time when it had the support of almost half of the society, could have utilised
this strong political will to create social demand. This is because society in Turkiye
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AKP il Baskani, Kahramanmaras Baro Baskani AKP il Baskani, Karaman Baro Baskani
MHP Disiplin Kurulu Gyesi, Adana Baro Baskaniise CHP'nin belediye meclis Gyesiydi. Buna
ragmen, bu Kisilere siyaset yaptiklari yéninde herhangi bir elestiri yoneltiimedi. Devletin,
sivil topluma bakis acisinda bu cifte standart bulunmaktadir. iktidari elestirenler ve top-
lumdan gelen talepleriyliksek sesle dile getirenler, ‘siyaset yapmakla’ suclanirken; iktida-
ra yakin siyasi partilerle iligki icinde olanlara bu tir elestiriler yoneltilmiyordu. Bu alginin
kiriimasi ve sivil topluma dahil olanlarin haksizlida karsi ses cikarabilmesi igin iktidarin,
kendisine itiraz eden gruplara alternatif olarak olusturdugu dernek ve vakiflardan kurtu-
lunmasi gerekmektedir. Bu durum, sivil toplum alanindaki en temel sorunlardan biridir.

Belirli bir alanda stz sahibi olunmak istendiginde, iktidar bu alanlarda kendi gruplarini
olusturmaktadir. Ornek olarak, mevcut barolar varken ‘iki numarali baronun kurulmasini
ve toplumsal cinsiyet konularinda faaliyet gdsteren kadin yanlisi gruplarin karsisina dev-
let tarafindan yeni alternatiflerin gikariimasi gosterilebilir. Bu anlayis devam ettigi stire-
ce, sivil toplum kutuplagmayi 6nleme ya da ortadan kaldirma giicli kazanamayacaktir.
Konusmaci Kiirt meselesine dair ise, bu sorunun ¢éziimiinde kendi glglerinin, iktidarin
meseleye samimi ve olumlu yaklasimiyla dogrudan baglantili oldugunu ancak su anda
iktidarin boyle bir samimiyet gdstermedigini dlisindigund soyledi. Buna ragmen, Dev-
let Bahceliden gelen agiklamalarin énemsenmesi gerektigini, glinkd bu tdr bir ifadenin
devlet perspektifinden geldigini ve dikkate alinmasinin anlamli oldugunu vurguladi.

Diger bir konusmaci Kirt meselesi glindeme geldiginde, genellikle bunun politik bir
mesele oldugu ve dolayisiyla politika yapildigi elestirisiyle karsilasildigini ifade etti. Tar-
kiyede bu durum kaginilmaz bir gerceklik. Bu nedenle, ister ana dil Uzerine ¢aligsmalar
yapllsin ister sanatla ilgilenilsin, politika yapildigina dair elestiriler her zaman olacaktir.
Konusmaci, bu elestirileri kabul ederek yollarina devam ettiklerini belirtti. Sivil toplumun
siyaset Uretme ¢abasi, magdurlar ya da otekilestirilenler etrafinda sekillenen bir yapi-
dan besleniyor. Bu nedenle, sivil toplum aktdrleri de politikadan bagimsiz hareket ede-
miyor. Baris slrecinin saglam bir sekilde ilerleyebilmesiigin en kritik konulardan biri, ba-
risin toplumsal bir talebe dontismesidir. Ancak Turkiye'de bu konuda bastan beri eksiklik
yasanmaktadir. Baris meselesi, toplumsal bir talep haline getirilememektedir. Genel bir
degerlendirme yapilirsa, Tlrkiye'deki sivil toplumun baris hakki gibi temel konularda du-
rus sergileme ve harekete gegcme konusunda ciddi bir zaafi bulunmakta. Daha ¢ok, siya-
setin durdugu yere gore sekil alan bir toplumsal yapi var ve bu durum deforme olmus bir
yaplya isaret etmektedir. Gegmiste, genis toplumsal destek goren giglu siyasi liderler
sayesinde Kiirt meselesinin ¢ozllebilecedi sikca tartisildi. f)rne(jin, AKP iktidar, toplu-
mun neredeyse yarisinin destedini aldigi bir donemde, bu giic¢li siyasiiradeyi kullanarak
toplumsal talep olusturabilirdi. Clinki Tirkiye'de toplum, siyasete ve populer olan algiya
gore sekilleniyor. Hal bdyle iken, stire¢ beklenildigi gibi ilerlemedi.

Konusmaci, Kirt meselesinin ¢ozimu icin yalnizca toplumsal destegdin degil, ayni za-
manda Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kurucu unsurlarinin desteginin de saglanmasi gerekti-
gini sdyledi. Bu destek olmadan, ¢c6zim ¢abalari“ayrisma” olarak nitelendiriimeye bas-
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is shaped according to politics and popular perception. Yet, the process did not pro-
ceed as expected.

The speaker said that the resolution of the Kurdish issue requires both social sup-
port and the support of the founding elements of the Turkish Republic. Without this
support, efforts for a solution may start to be characterised as “disintegration”. Not
only the society but also the founding elements of the state must contribute to this
process. However, this support has not been sufficiently established. The situation
today is different and more complex than in the past. Currently, the government in
Turkiye is shaped around the People’s Alliance. However, the level of social support
during this alliance period is uncertain as it is unclear whether support of the past
can be achieved. In addition, there are serious problems in motivating society to de-
mand peace in the process of creating a social demand based on political support.

In this context, the creation of a social demand is dependent how the supported po-
litical movements motivate and direct their base. The speaker stated that the CHP
must be involved in this process as both a constituent element and in terms of social
demand, as at least more than half of the society should support this process. The
speaker referred to a survey conducted between 2013 and 2015 and reminded that 78
per cent of the society supported the process at that time. However, he highlighted
that if the same research were conducted today, this level of social support would be
absent, as waves in politics directly affect and shape society.

Another speaker interjected and drew attention to a point in support. In 2023, ac-
cording to a survey presented in Diyarbakir, the situation had completely reversed
compared to previous periods. According to the results of the survey, CHP voters
supported the demand for peace, while MHP and AK Party voters opposed this de-
mand. This finding was based on the data collected from three different surveys.

The previous speaker took the floor again and continued his speech. He stated that
the results of another study were not positive and elaborated on this issue. He em-
phasised that civil society organisations play a particularly key role at this point. The
speaker said that it is remarkable that the issue, which was seen as an issue that
the CHP could solve in the past, is nowadays embraced by the MHP. In recent years,
the nationalist sector shaped the biggest obstacle to peace and the discussion of
the Kurdish issue. Moreover, society forms a much stronger and higher barrier on
this issue compared to the past. The speaker added that they periodically conduct
discrimination surveys every three months in Turkiye. According to these surveys, 70
per cent of discriminatory and racist attitudes in Tirkiye are based on Kurds. A large
part of this discrimination is based on the use of the mother tongue or elements
symbolising Kurdish identity. Moreover, a process called “everyday racism”, and “cul-
tural racism” has become widespread in daily life. The speaker emphasised that the
structurisation of this situation is a separate problem, but that these attitudes are
gradually increasing depending on the language of politics.
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Participants during discussion.

Tartigsma sirasinda katilimcilar.

lanabilir. Sadece toplumun dedil, devletin temelini olusturan kurucu unsurlarin da bu
slrece katki saglamasi kritik Gneme sahiptir. Ancak, bu destek yeterince olusturula-
mamistir. Ginlmizde durum, gegmise gore farkl ve daha karmasik bir glclik barin-
dirmaktadir. Su an Tiirkiye'deki iktidar, Cumhur ittifaki etrafinda sekillenmistir. Ancak
bu ittifak doneminde toplumsal destek orani belirsizdir ve ge¢cmiste olusan destegin
saglanip saglanamayacadi muammadir. Bununla birlikte, toplumun baris talebi konu-
sunda motive edilmesi, yani siyasal destege dayali bir toplumsal talep olusturulmasi
sUrecinde ciddi sikintilar yasanmaktadir.

Bu baglamda, eger bir toplumsal talep olusturulacaksa, bu durum, desteklenen si-
yasi hareketlerin tabanlarini motive etme ve yénlendirme bigimine bagli olacaktir.
Konusmaci, bu stirecte CHP'nin yalnizca bir kurucu unsur olarak dedil, ayni zamanda
toplumsal talep agisindan da strece dahil olmasinin zorunlu oldugunu belirtti. Cln-
ki toplumun en az yarisindan bir fazlasinin bu stireci desteklemesi gerekmektedir.
Konusmaci, 2013-2015 yillarinda yapilan bir arastirmaya atifta bulunarak o donemde
toplumun %78'inin streci destekledigini hatirlatti. Ancak glinimuzde ayni arastirma
yapllsa, bu dizeyde bir toplumsal destek gorilmesinin mimkin olmadigini ifade etti.
Bunun sebebi olarak da siyasetteki dalgalarin topluma dogrudan etki etmesi ve toplu-
mu sekillendirmesi gosterildi.

Bir diger konusmaci, soze girerek destek vermek amaciyla bir noktaya dikkat cekti.
2023 yilinda Diyarbakirda sunduklari bir arastirmaya goére, 6nceki donemlere kiyasla
durum tamamen tersine donmdisti. Arastirma sonuclarina gore, CHP segmeni baris
talebini desteklerken, MHP ve AK Parti secmenleri bu talebe karsi ¢ikiyordu. Bu bulgu,
Uc farkl arastirmanin verileriyle ortaya konan bir tabloyu olusturuyordu.
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The 2023 presidential elections were preceded by a period in which racist and discrim-
inatory tendencies increased significantly. This was the period of the highest diver-
gence so far. However, a situation that surpassed even this divergence occurred last
summer, in the last three months. It should be noted that there are several reasons for
this situation. When all these data are taken together, it is seen that civil society has
gained a significant advantage in reducing the impact of divisive ideas that have grown
commonplace in society. This is due to the introduction of peace to the agenda by de-
terminant nationalist politics, considered a big step - especially for the MHP.

Secondly, the speaker drew attention to the following problem: To make peace, there
must first be a fight or a conflict. However, there is no active perception of war in
Turkish society. Especially in the post-2015 period, a political and media order that
renders war invisible is effective. In this period, there was a situation where deaths
were not reflected in the lives of individuals, therefore barring the distribution of
trauma stories in society. There was no idea that an intense war was going on and
thus prevented society from demanding peace.

In addition, a large part of society in Tirkiye thinks that the PKK has been largely
neutralised, confined to a small area and that the Kurdish issue has been shaped as a
problem only related to the PKK. This perception has been formed through the politi-
cal manipulation of society. The speaker summarised this situation as follows: “What
kind of peace are you going to talk about and what kind of peace will you lead society
to demand?” This situation is again reflected in some of the surveys conducted. For
example, when respondents were asked about the most fundamental problems of
Turkiye, the proportion of respondents considering problems related to the Kurdish
issue or the conflicts themselves varied region. In the Western part of Tirkiye, the
rate of those who think that the conflicts and war have an impact on the econom-
ic crisis varies between 8 to 11 per cent, while this rate exceeds 60 per cent in the
Eastern regions, indicating the establishment of the connection between economic
problems and war.

Secondly, the speaker drew attention to the problem of the justice system. When
asked about the relationship between the current state of the justice and legal sys-
tem and the Kurdish issue, war, conflict, and reactionary policies, he stated that dif-
ferent segments of society perceive this issue differently. While the rate of those in
the Western part of Turkiye making this connection is quite low, this rate is quite high
in the Eastern regions. This situation can be interpreted as an indicator of the diver-
gence in society. While those living in the Eastern regions associate the problems
caused by the government and its policies with the Kurdish issue, those living in the
West ignore or forget this connection. This reveals that there is a regional difference
in perception and sensitivity towards the Kurdish issue.

Another speaker wanted to ask a question and drew attention to the following point:
“Is this situation solely due to government policies, or do the opposition parties also
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Bir 6nceki konusmaci tekrar s6zl alarak konusmasina devam etti. Baska bir arastirma-
da da sonuglarin olumlu ¢ikmadigini belirtti ve bu konuyu detaylandirma geregi duydu-
dunu ifade etti. Sivil toplum &rgutlerinin bu noktada ¢ok 6nemli bir rol oynadigini vur-
guladi. Konusmaci, ge¢miste CHP'nin ¢ozebilecedi bir mesele olarak gortlen konunun,
glinimuzde MHP tarafindan sahiplenmesinin dikkat cekici oldugunu sdyledi. Cinku son
yillarda Kirt meselesinde baris ve bu konunun tartisiimasindaki en biyik engel, milli-
yetci kesim izerinden sekillenmektedir. Ayrica, toplum gegcmise kiyasla bu konuda gok
daha saglam ve ylksek bir bariyer olusturmaktadir. Konusmaci, kendilerinin donemsel
olarak ayrimcilik arastirmalari yaptiklarini ve Turkiye'de her tg ayda bir bu galismalarin
tekrarlandigini ekledi. Bu arastirmalara gore, Tlrkiyede ayrimci ve irkgi tutumlarin %707
Kirtler Gzerinden gelismistir. Bu ayrimciligin biyUk bir kismi ise ana dil kullanimi veya
Kirt kimligini simgeleyen unsurlar tGzerinden ortaya ¢gikmistir. Ayrica, glindelik hayatta
"guindelik irkgihk” ve “kiltlrel irkcilik” olarak adlandirilan bir sire¢ yayginlasmistir. Ko-
nusmaci, bu durumun yapisallagsmasinin ayri bir problem oldugunu, ancak siyasetin dili-
ne bagli olarak bu tutumlarin giderek daha da arttigini vurguladi.

2023 Cumhurbaskanlii segimlerinden énce, irkgi ve ayrimci egilimlerin ciddi sekilde art-
t1g1 bir donem yasandi. Bu, 0 zamana kadarki en ylksek ayrismanin yasandigi dénemdi.
Ancak, bu ayrismayi dahi asan bir durum gegctigimiz yaz, son tg¢ ay icinde gergeklesti. Bu
durumun farkl nedenleri oldugunu belirtmek gerekmektedir. Tim bu veriler bir araya
getirildiginde, sivil toplumun, toplumda giindelik hale gelmis ayristirici fikirlerin etkisini
azaltma konusunda dnemli bir avantaj elde ettigi gérilmektedir. Clinku belirleyici olan
milliyetci siyaset, bu dénemde baris kavramini giindeme getirmistir. Bu durum, ézellikle
MHP icin biyUk bir adim olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

ikinci olarak, konusmaci su soruna dikkat cekti: Baris yapllabilmesiicin dncelikle ortada
bir kavga ya da catisma olmasi gerekir. Ancak Tirkiye toplumunda, aktif bir savas algisi
bulunmamaktadir. Ozellikle 2015 sonrasi siirecte, savasi gériinmez kilan bir siyaset ve
medya dlzeni etkili olmaktadir. Bu donemde, 6limlerin bireylerin hayatlarina yansima-
didi ve dolayisiyla travma hikayelerinin de topluma sirayet etmedigi bir durum yasanmis-
tir. Yogun bir savasin srdigtine dair bir fikir olusmamis, bu da toplumun baris talebinde
bulunmasini engelleyen bir unsur olmustur.

Bunun yani sira, toplumun biylk bir kismi PKK'nin blylk oranda etkisiz hale geldigini,
kiculk bir alana sikistigini ve Kirt meselesinin de yalnizca PKK ile ilgili bir sorun olarak
sekillendigini distinmektedir. Bu algl, siyasetin toplum Uzerindeki yonlendirmesiyle
olusmustur. Konusmaci bu durumu sdyle 6zetledi: “Neyin barisindan bahsedeceksiniz
ve toplumu nasll bir baris talebine yénlendireceksiniz?” Yapilan bazi arastirmalarda da
bu durumun yansimalari goriilmektedir. Ornegin, katilimcilara Tirkiye'nin en temel so-
runlarinin ne oldugu soruldugunda, bu sorunlarin Kiirt meselesi ya da ¢gatismalarla ilis-
kili oldugunu distnenlerin orani bolgelere goére dedisiklik gostermektedir. Turkiye'nin
batisinda, ¢atismalarin ve savasin ekonomik kriz Gzerindeki etkisini disinenlerin orani
%8-11 arasinda dedisirken, dogu bdlgelerinde bu oran %601 asmaktadir. Bu da bdlge-
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have an effect that strengthens this perception and data?” The speaker gave an ex-
ample in this context: “Look, in a survey conducted by Metropoll, the Kurdish issue
ranks ninth among Turkey’s most important problems. This is a first in the history of
Tlrkiye. The Kurdish issue has never been ranked so low before.” She then questioned
whether the opposition also had an impact on this perception. Stating that she did
not mean a single address when she said opposition, the speaker asked, “Do those
who want the AK Party and the People’s Alliance to change, who vote for Kiligdaroglu,
imamoglu or opposition parties in a wider political spectrum have weaknesses or
mistakes in this regard?”

The previous speaker took the floor again to answer the question. He stated that the
rate of those who define the opposition as non-political has been quite high for many
years. Since the opposition has not been able to become a sufficiently influential
force within politics, the effect of "non-opposition” consequently created should also
be considered. Two contrasting segments of society differentially perceive the rela-
tionship between the Kurdish issue and societal concerns. In the previous session,
the following issue was raised: When people are asked “What will | gain if there is
peace?’, itis necessary to explain the concrete benefits of peace. Concrete gains en-
tail notions such as “If there is peace, you will not lose a penny from your pocket, your
areas of freedom will expand, your security will increase, you will feel more secure,
and your comfort zone will be created” However, it is difficult to understand these
benefits without establishing the connection between peace and war. The biggest
task in establishing this link and raising awareness of society in this manner falls to
civil society.

If these gaps are not filled and formulas to make peace a social demand are not prac-
tically realised, it will be exceedingly difficult to ensure the participation of society
and create a more interactive process. The aftermath of the 2015 war further com-
plicated this situation. People not only have struggled to connect the problems with
the war and the Kurdish issue, but they are uninformed of the new manifestations,
consequences and damages caused by the war in the last 10 years.

Therefore, it is of foremost importance to show the public the effects, stories, de-
struction, and consequences of the war in the last decade. Contrary to the idea that
"Kurds may experience emotional detachment”, which was frequently expressed in
the research conducted in 2015-2016, it has been observed because of several differ-
ent formations, the Turks experience emotional detachment. Turks are distancing
themselves from Kurds, their problems, traumas, pains and demands, and prefer to
establish this relationship from a more invisible and indirect place. For this reason,
the speaker stated that serious action within civil society is needed to repair this
emotional and intellectual rupture in society.

The speaker emphasised the importance of addressing all these issues together.
However, in doing so, he stated that the MHP's willingness to make peace can pres-
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deki insanlarin, ekonomik sorunlar ile savas arasindaki baglantiyr daha net bir sekilde
kurdugunu géstermektedir.

Konusmaci, ikinci olarak adalet sistemi sorununa dikkat cekti. Adalet ve hukuk sistemi-
nin mevcut durumu ile Krt meselesi, savas, ¢catisma ve gerilimci politikalar arasinda-
ki iliski soruldugunda, toplumun farkli kesimlerinin bu konuyu farkli algiladigini belirtti.
Turkiye'nin batisinda bu iliskiyi kuranlarin orani oldukga distikken, dogu bélgelerinde bu
oran oldukca yUksektir. Bu durum, toplumdaki ayrismanin bir géstergesi olarak yorum-
lanabilir. Dogu bolgelerinde yasayanlar, iktidarin ve hikimetin yonetim politikalarinin
ortaya ¢ikardigi sorunlari Kirt meselesiyle iliskilendirirken, batida yasayanlar bu bag-
lantiyl blyuk 6lgiide gérmezden gelmekte veya unutmaktadir. Bu da Kirt meselesine
yonelik algi ve duyarlilikta bolgesel bir farklilik oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Baska bir konusmaci bir soru sormak istedi ve su noktaya dikkat ¢ekti: “Bu durum yalniz-
ca hikiimet politikalarindan mi kaynaklaniyor, yoksa muhalefet taraflarinin da bu algiyi
ve veriyi giglendiren bir etkisi var mi?” Konusmaci, bu baglamda bir 6rnek verdi: “Bakin,
Metropoll'lin yaptigi arastirmada Kirt meselesi, Tlrkiye’'nin en 6nemlisorunlariarasinda
dokuzuncu sirada yer aliyor. Bu, Turkiye tarihinde bir ilk. Kiirt meselesi daha énce higbir
zaman bu kadar disUk bir sirada olmazdi.” Devaminda, muhalefetin de bu algida etkisi
olup olmadigini sorguladi. Konusmaci, muhalefet derken tek bir adresi kastetmedigini
belirterek, “AK Partive Cumhur ittifak’'nin degismesiniisteyen, Kilicdaroglu'na, imamodg-
|u'na ya da daha genis bir siyasi yelpazede muhalefet partilerine oy veren kesimlerin, bu
konuda zaaflari ya da hatalari var mi?” diye sordu.

Bir dnceki konusmaci, soruya cevap vermek Uzere tekrar s6zi aldi. Muhalefeti uzun
yillardir siyaset disi olarak tanimlayanlarin oraninin oldukca ylksek oldugunu belirtti.
Muhalefet, siyaset Gzerinde yeterince etkili bir gii¢ haline gelemedidi icin, bu durumun
yarattigi “muhalefetsizlik” etkisi de goz 6ntinde bulundurulmalidir. Kiirt meselesinin ana
sorunlarla iliskisini algilayan toplumda iki farkli kesim bulunmaktadir. Onceki oturumda
su konu glindeme gelmisti: insanlara “Baris olursa ne kazanacagim?” diye soruldugun-
da, barisin somut faydalarini aciklamak gereklidir. “Baris olursa cebinden bir kurus ek-
silmeyecek, 6zgdrlik alanlarin genigleyecek, glivencen artacak, kendini daha gtvende
hissedeceksin ve konfor alanin olusacak” gibi somut kazanimlar anlatiimalidir. Ancak
bu faydalarin, baris ve savasla olan baglantisi kurulmadan anlasiimasi zordur. Bu bagin
kurulmasi ve toplumun bu yénde bilinglendiriimesi konusunda en biylk gdrev ise sivil
topluma diismektedir.

Eger bu bosluklar doldurulmaz ve barisi toplumsal bir talep haline getirecek formdller
pratik olarak hayata gecirilmezse, toplumun katiimini saglamak ve daha etkilesim-
li bir stirec olusturmak oldukga zor olacaktir. 2015 sonrasi yasanan savasin etkileri de
bu durumu daha karmasik hale getirmistir. insanlar, sadece sorunlarla savas ve Kirt
meselesi arasinda bag kurmakta zorlanmiyor, ayni zamanda savasin son 10 yildaki yeni
gordndmleri, sonuglari ve yarattigi tahribatlar hakkinda da bilgi sahibi degiller.

Bu nedenle, savasin son on yildaki etkilerini, hikayelerini, yikimlarini ve sonuglarini toplu-
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ent a great opportunity if it can overcome an important resistance dynamic in Turki-
ye. If this process can be sustained, this outstretched hand for peace has a serious
potential for change. As the government is unable to influence and direct more than
half of the society, the opposition's support and full participation in the process are
of critical importance to overcome this deficiency and achieve peace. At this point,
the CHP's behaviour should be supportive and play a role in advancing the process.
However, another prominent issue is the role of civil society. The speaker stated that
civil society should increase its activities to strengthen the people’s peace move-
ment and address existing problems. Finally, when all these are considered together,
regardless of the reasons for engaging in the important peacebuilding process, what
is important is the intention to do so, which can be ultimately utilised to steer in the
direction of peace. At this point, he stated that they must take steps to ensure peace
and concluded his words.

Another speaker took the floor and emphasised the importance of the concept of
politics as a concept. Emphasising a point she had drawn from the speeches, she
stated that the idea of being political should remain deeply rooted in the ongoing
discourse of the Kurdish issue. She stated that the expression “Femicides are po-
litical” used by the women's movement is a very impressive and correct discourse.
The women’'s movement should be taken as a prime example as of one of the most
successful movements in an oppressive environment. Even in a particularly polaris-
ing environment, the women's movement has managed to come together and take a
united stance on some issues. For example, while different views may clash on other
issues related to women, on an issue such as femicide, the movement has largely
united society. The exemplary success of the movement stems from the fact that it
does not make identity distinctions such as Kurdish, secular, or non-secular, and this
approach should be taken as an example. Of course, like every movement, the wom-
en’'s movement has its problems, but in general they are following a successful path.
The environmental movement also sets a similar example. The speaker said that in-
cidents such as the gendarmerie being sent against the villagers who were chanting
the takbir and the use of gas made the importance of such struggles even more visi-
ble. Therefore, the environmental movement is also a model that should be taken into
consideration as it exemplifies social solidarity. The speaker stated that something
can be done based on such examples. She emphasised that when common problems
are identified, distinct groups can come together to produce solutions and that this
approach should be takeninto consideration. Therefore, itis necessary to take inspi-
ration from such successful movements, analyse their strategies and develop similar
tactics. It is also vital to take bold steps in this process without hesitation.
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ma gdstermek bilyiik 5nem tasimaktadir. Ozellikle 2015-2016 déneminde yapilan aras-
tirmalarda sikga dile getirilen “Kirtler duygusal kopus yasayabilir” distincesinin aksine,
birkac farkli olusum sonucunda goérilmustir ki duygusal kopusu yasayan aslinda Tirk-
lerdir. Turkler, Kirtlerden, onlarin sorunlarindan, travmalarindan, acilarindan ve talep-
lerinden uzaklasmakta, bu iliskiyi daha gériinmeyen ve dolayli bir yerden kurmayi tercih
etmektedir. Konusmaci, bu nedenle, toplumdaki bu duygusal ve dislinsel kopusu onar-
mak igin ciddi bir sivil toplum faaliyetine ihtiya¢ duyuldugunu belirtti.

Konusmaci, tim bu konulari bir arada ele almanin 6nemine vurgu yapti. Ancak bunu
yaparken, MHP'nin barisa yonelik uzattigi elin Trkiyedeki énemli bir direng dinamigini
asabilmesi durumunda buydk bir firsat alani yaratabilecedini ifade etti. Eger bu sire¢
stirdirilebilirse, bu el uzatma ciddi bir degisim potansiyeli tasiyor. iktidar, toplumun
yarisindan fazlasini etkileyip yonlendirememektedir. Bu eksikligi gidermek icin muhale-
fetin destedi ve sirece tam katilimi kritik bir 6neme sahiptir. Bu noktada CHP'nin tutu-
munun destekleyici ve streci ilerletici bir rolde olmasi gerekmektedir. Bununla birlikte,
diger dnemli bir konu da sivil toplumun roltdir. Konusmaci, sivil toplumun, halkin baris
hareketini gliclendirici faaliyetlerini artirmasi ve mevcut sorunlari gidermesi gerektigini
belirtti. Son olarak, ttim bunlar bir arada distinildigtnde, baris adina uzatilan elin hangi
nedenlerle uzatildigina bakilmaksizin, 6nemli olanin bu elin baris yéninde dederlendiri-
lebilmesidir. Bu noktada, barisi saglayacak adimlariatmanin kendilerine diisen bir gorev
oldugunu ifade etti ve sozlerini sonlandird.

Baska bir konusmaci soz aldi ve politika kavraminin énemine dikkat ¢ekti. Konusma-
lardan ¢ikardigi bir noktayi vurgulayarak, bu politik olma fikrinden uzaklasiimamasi ge-
rektigini belirtti. Kadin hareketinin kullandigi “Kadin cinayetleri politiktir” ifadesinin son
derece etkileyici ve dogru bir séylem oldugunu ifade etti. Kadin hareketinin, baskici
bir ortamda en basarili hareketlerden biri olarak 6rnek alinmasi gerekmektedir. Kadin
hareketi, 6zellikle kutuplastirici bir ortamda dahi, bazi konularda bir araya gelmeyi ba-
sarmistir. Ornegin, kadinlarla ilgili diger meselelerde farkli goriisler gatisabilirken, kadin
cinayetleri gibi bir konuda toplum buyUk 6lgtide birlesmistir. Hareketin basarisi, Kirt,
laik, sekuler gibi kimlik ayrimlarina gitmemesinden kaynaklaniyor ve bu yaklasimin érnek
alinmasi gerekmektedir. Elbette her hareketin oldudu gibi kadin hareketinin de sorunlari
var, ancak genel anlamda basarili bir yol izlemektedirler. Ayrica gevre hareketi de ben-
zer bir 6rnek teskil etmektedir. Konusmaci, Tekbir getiren koylulerin Gzerine jandarma
gonderilmesi ve gaz kullanilmasi gibi olaylarin, bu tiir miicadelelerin 6nemini daha da
gorlnur hale getirdigini sdyledi. Dolayisiyla cevre hareketi de toplumsal dayanisma agi-
sindan dikkate alinmasi gereken bir modeldir. Konusmaci, bu tir érneklerden hareketle
bir seyler yapilabilecegini ifade etti. Ortak sorunlar tespit edildiginde, farkli kesimlerin
bir araya gelerek ¢6zim Uretebildigini ve bu yaklasimin dikkate alinmasi gerektigini vur-
guladi. Bu nedenle, basarili hareketlerden ilham alarak onlarin stratejilerini incelemek
ve benzer taktikler gelistirmek gerekmektedir. Ayrica, bu sliregte cekinmeden, cesur
adimlar atmak énemlidir.
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CLOSING REMARKS

Zeynep Ardic expressed that DPI is planning to start a series in different fields such
as economy or culture and arts. She stated that this meeting could be a start to ex-
pand the social space by bringing together more people from various levels of soci-
ety and taking lessons from areas such as the women’s movement and the environ-
mental movement, as previously discussed. Thanking the participants for their time,
Ardic expressed her gratitude especially to the Embassy of Finland for hosting DPI
and gave the floor to Ambassador Hamalainen.

Ambassador Hamalainen thanked participants for allowing her to welcome them and
provide them with a platform to discuss such issues. She expressed her sincere hope
that the discussion would continue and engage various actors from all sectors of so-
ciety as a crucial element of future affairs. Ambassador Hamalainen acknowledged
the difficulty of the peace processes and the importance of hope, perseverance, and
maintaining a dialogue. She quoted a Finnish saying, “Life is never perfect, but it gets
a little better as you go along.” Ambassador Hamalainen wished success on the sem-
inar’s participants.
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KAPANIS NOTLARI

Zeynep Ardig, konusmasinin sonunda eklemek istediklerini dile getirdi. DPI olarak,
ekonomi veya kultlr ve sanat gibi farkl alanlarda bir seri baslatmayi planladiklarini
ifade etti. Bu toplantinin da gesitli kesimlerden daha fazla insani bir araya getirerek ve
vurgulandidi gibi kadin hareketi, cevre hareketi gibi alanlardan ders alarak toplumsal
alani genisletmek icin bir baslangic olabilecegini belirtti. Katiimcilara zaman ayirdik-
larrigin tesekkir eden Ardig, 6zellikle Finlandiya Blyukelgiligi'ne, DPI' agirladiklariigin
minnettarliginiiletti ve s6zl Finlandiya Blyukelgisi'ne birakti.

BuyUkelgi Hamalainen katiimcilara kendilerini agirlama ve bu tlr konulari tartisabile-
cekleri bir platform saglama imkani verdikleri igin tesekkdr etti. Tartismanin devam
etmesive gelecektekiiliskilerin dnemli bir unsuru olarak toplumun tim kesimlerinden
aktorlerin katihmininin saglanmasi yontndeki samimi umudunu ifade etti. Blyukelgi
Hamalainen baris sdreclerinin zorlugunu ve umudun, azmin ve diyalogun sdrddriime-
sinin dnemini vurguladi. Hamalainen, bir Fin atas6zinden alinti yapti: “Hayat asla ma-
kemmel dedildir, ama ilerledikce biraz daha iyi olur.” Bliylkelgi Hamalainen seminer
katihmcilarina basarilar diledi.
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DPI AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aims and objectives of DPIl include:

e To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for dis-
cussion on establishing a structured public dialogue on peace and democ-
racy building.

e To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw on
comparative studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms used to
achieve positive results in similar cases.

e To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge,
ideas, concerns, suggestions and challenges facing the development of a
democratic solution in Turkey and the wider region.

e To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics, civil
society and policy-makers.

e Toidentify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to par-
ticipate in and influence democracy-building.

e Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion, political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties share infor-
mation, ideas, knowledge and concerns connected to the development of
democratic solutions and outcomes. Our work supports the development
of a pluralistic political arena capable of generating consensus and owner-
ship over work on key issues surrounding democratic solutions at political

and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to encourage
stronger public debates and involvements in promoting peace and democ-
racy building internationally. Within this context DPI aims to contribute to
the establishment of a structured public dialogue on peace and democra-
tic advancement, as well as to widen and create new existing platforms for
discussions on peace and democracy building. In order to achieve this we
seek to encourage an environment of inclusive, frank, structured discus-
sions whereby different parties are in the position to openly share knowle-
dge, concerns and suggestions for democracy building and strengthening
across multiple levels.

DPI's objective throughout this process is to identify common priorities and
develop innovative approaches to participate in and influence the process
of finding democratic solutions. DPI also aims to support and strengthen
collaboration between academics, civil society and policy-makers throu-
ghits projects and output. Comparative studies of relevant situations are
seen as an effective tool for ensuring that the mistakes of others are not
repeated or perpetuated. Therefore we see comparative analysis of mo-
dels of peace and democracy building to be central to the achievement of

our aims and objectives.
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. DEMOKR.A'I:iK._ )
GELISIM ENSTITUSU'NUN
AMACLARI VE HEDEFLERI

DPI'in amaglari ve hedefleri:

e Barisin ve demokrasinin insasi tGzerine yapilandiriimis bir kamusal diya-
logun olusmasi igin gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin gelistiriimesi ve genis-
letilmesi.

e Farkl kesimlerin karsilastirmali galismalar vesilesiyle bir araya gelerek,
farkli diinya érnekleri 6zelinde benzer durumlarda olumlu sonuglar elde et-
mek icin kullaniimis ¢esitli mekanizmalari incelemesine ve analiz etmesine
olanak saglamak. Farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek Tlrkiye ve daha genis
bir cografyada demokratik bir gzimiin gelistiriimesine yonelik bilgilerini,
dustincelerini, endiselerini, dnerilerini, kaygilarini ve karsilasilan zorluklar
paylastigi bir ortam yaratmak. Akademisyenler, sivil toplum érgutleri ve ka-
rar alicilar arasindaki isbirliginin desteklemek ve gi¢lendirmek.

e Ortak 6ncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insasi strecini ve stirece kati-
limi etkileyecek yenilikci yaklasimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil, irk, renk, cinsiyet,
siyasi gorls ve inang farki gbzetmeksizin insan haklarini tesvik etmek ve
korumak.

Demokratik Gelisim Enstitlst (DPI), Tirkiye'de demokratik bir ¢éziimiin ge-
listirilmesi igin, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini, fikirlerini, kay-

gilarini ve énerilerini paylastiklari bir ortami tesvik etmeyi amacglamaktadir.

Calismalarimiz, demokratik ¢ézimin saglanmasi icin kilit dnem tasiyan
konularda fikir birligine varma ve uzlasilan konulari sahiplenme yetenedine
sahip ¢ogulcu bir siyasi alanin gelistiriimesini desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak gu¢lu bir kamusal tartismayi; barisi ve demokrasiyi ulusla-
rarasi diizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik katilimlari tesvik etmek igin uzmanliga
ve pratige dayall bir bakis acisiyla hareket ediyoruz. Bu ¢ercevede baris ve
demokratik ilerleme konusunda yapilandiriimis bir kamusal tartismanin
olusturulmasina katkida bulunmayi; baris ve demokrasi insasi tartismalari
igin yeni platformlar yaratmayi ve mevcut platformlari genisletmeyi amag-
liyoruz.

Bu amaclara ulasabilmenin geredi olarak, farkl kesimlerin demokrasinin
insasi ve gli¢lendirmesiicin bilgilerini, endiselerini ve 6nerilerini agikca pay-
lasabilecekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandiriimis tartisma ortamini gesitli
seviyelerde tesvik etmeye calisiyoruz. DPI olarak farkli projelerimiz araci-
ligiyla akademi, sivil toplum ve karar alicilar arasindaki isbirligini destekle-

meyi ve glclendirmeyi de hedefliyoruz.
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 BOARDMEMBERS
YONETIM KURULU UYELERI

KERIM YILDIZ

(Chief Executive Officer / icra Kurulu Baskani)

Kerim Yildiz is an expert in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, interna-
tional human rights law and minority rights, having worked on numerous
projects in these areas over his career. Yildiz has received a number of
awards, including from the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights for his
services to protect human rights and promote the rule of law in 1996, and
the Sigrid Rausing Trust's Human Rights award for Leadership in Indig-
enous and Minority Rights in 2005. Yildiz is also a recipient of the 2011
Gruber Prize for Justice. He has also written extensively on international
humanitarian law, conflict, and various human rights mechanisms.

Kerim Yildiz ¢atisma ¢6zimdi, barisin ingasi, uluslararasi insan haklari ve
azinlik haklari konusunda uzman bir isimdir ve kariyeri boyunca bu alanlarda
cok cesitli projelerde ¢alismistir. Kerim Yildiz, 1996 yilinda insan haklarinin
korunmasi ve hukuk kurallarinin uygulanmasi yoniindeki ¢abalarindan 6tiiri
insan Haklari igin Avukatlar Komitesi Gdiilii'ne, 2005'te Sigrid Rausing Trust
Vakfrnin Azinlik Haklari alaninda Liderlik Gdiili’'ne ve 2011de ise Gruber Vakfi
Uluslararasi Adalet Gdiilii'ne layik gériilmiistiir. Uluslararasi insan haklari hu-
kuku, insancil hukuk ve azinlik haklari konularinda énemli bir isim olan Yildiz,
uluslararasiinsan haklari hukuku ve insan haklart mekanizmalari izerine ¢ok
sayida yazili esere sahiptir.

NICHOLAS STEWART KC

(Chair / Yonetim Kurulu Baskani)

Nicholas Stewart, KC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge (Chan-
cery and King's Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom. He is the former
Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales and for-
mer President of the Union Internationale des Avocats. He has appeared
at all court levels in England and Wales, before the Privy Council on ap-

peals from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and the Bahamas, and in
the High Court of the Republic of Singapore and the European Court of
Human Rights. Stewart has also been the chair of the Dialogue Advisory
Group since its founding in 2008.

Tecriibeli bir hukukgu olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallik Yiiksek Mahkemesi
(Chancery and King’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hakimidir. Gegmiste ingiltere ve Gal-
ler Barosu insan Haklari Komitesi Baskanligi (Bar Human Rihts Committee
of England and Wales) ve Uluslararasi Avukatlar Birligi (Union Internationale
des Avocats) baskanligi gorevlerinde bulunmustur. ingiltere ve Galler'de ger-
ceklesen ve Malezya, Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar, Singapur ve Avrupa
insan Haklari mahkemelerinin temyiz konseylerinde gériis bildirdi. Stewart,
2008deki kurulusundan bu yana Diyalog Danisma Grubunun baskanhgini da
ydrttiyor.

OWEN BOWCOTT

Journalist, was The Guardian's legal affairs and Ireland correspondent.
He has previously been a general news reporter, foreign news editor and
was Ireland correspondent during The Troubles. He studied history at
Birmingham University and journalism at Cardiff University. He started
off working for the Birmingham Post and later joined the BBC, working
as a researcher and producer for BBC News and the current affairs pro-
gramme Panorama. He has also been a reporter on The Daily Telegraph.
He is co-author of a book, Beating the System, about the early years of
computer hacking and the criminalisation of online activity.

The Guardian Gazetesi‘'nin eski hukuki isler ve irlanda muhabiridir. Kuzey
irlanda’daki Sikinti Yillari (‘The Troubles’) boyunca gazetenin irlanda muha-
birligini yapan Bowcott, daha 6nce de genel haber muhabiri ve dis haber edi-
tori olarak ¢alismistir. Bowcott, Birmingham Universitesi'nde tarih ve Car-
diff Universitesi'nde gazetecilik okumustur. is hayatina Birmingham Post'da
baslayan konusmacimiz, daha sonra BBC'de arastirmaci ve programci ola-
rak BBC News ve giincel meseleler hakkinda bir program olan Panorama’ya
katkida bulunmustur. Bowcott ayrica The Daily Telegraph’da muhabir olarak
da ¢alismistir. Erken dénem bilgisayar hekleme ve ¢evrimigi faaliyetinin su¢
sayllmasi konusunda ‘Sistemi Yenme’ (‘Beating the System’) baslikli kitabin
es yazarl.
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PRISCILLA HAYNER

Priscilla Hayner is an independent expert on transitional justice and pro-
cess design in peace negotiations, and in addressing issues pertinent to
future negotiations. She served as senior expert to the High-Level Work-
ing Group on the Environmental Consequences of the War in Ukraine,
2023-2024, and was a member of the UN Standby Team of Senior Media-
tion Advisers for six years, working in Sudan, Cyprus, the Central African
Republic, and elsewhere. She led a strategy group on transitional justice
to assist the Colombian talks through 2016, and was human rights advisor
to the Kenya talks in 2008. Hayner co-founded the International Center
for Transitional Justice in 2001. She is the author of two books, Unspeak-
able Truths and The Peacemaker’s Paradox. She is based in New York City.

Priscilla Hayner, baris miizakerelerinde gecis dénemi adaleti ve sire¢ ta-
sarimi ve gelecekteki mizakerelerle ilgili konularin ele alinmasi konusunda
bagimsiz bir uzmandir. 2023-2024 Ukrayna Savasinin Gevresel Sonuglari
Ust Diizey Calisma Grubu'nda kidemli uzman olarak gérev yapmis ve alti yil
boyunca Sudan, Kibris, Orta Afrika Cumhuriyeti ve baska yerlerde ¢alisarak
BM Kidemli Arabuluculuk Danismanlari Bekleme Ekibi'nin bir (yesi olmustur.
Kolombiya gériigmelerine 2016 yilina kadar yardimci olmak igin gegis dénemi
adaleti tizerine bir strateji grubunu yénetti ve 2008 yilinda Kenya gériismele-
rinde insan haklari danismanligr yapti. Hayner 2001 yilinda Uluslararasi Gegis
Dénemi Adaleti Merkezi'ni kurmustur. Unspeakable Truths ve The Peacema-
ker's Paradox adli iki kitabin yazaridir. New York'ta yagsamaktadir.

ARILD HUMLEN

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Association’s
Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number of jurisdictions,
with emphasis on international civil law and human rights, and he has lec-
tured at the law faculty of several universities in Norway. Humlen is the
recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar Association of Oslo for his work
on the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the Honor Prize from the
international organisation Save the Children for his efforts to strengthen
the legal rights of children.

Hukukgu olan Arild Humlen ayni zamanda Norveg Barosu Hukuk Komitesi'nin
direktéridir. Uluslararasi medeni hukuk ve insan haklari gibi yargi alanlari
lizerine ¢ok sayida yazisi yayinlanmis, Norveg'te bir dizi hukuk fakiiltesinde

ders vermistir. Oslo Barosu biinyesinde Siginmacilik ve Gégmenlik Hukuku
Davalari Calisma Grubu baskani olarak yaptigi ¢alismalardan dolayi Oslo Ba-
rosu Onur Odiili'ne layik gorilmistiir.

ANTONIA POTTER PRENTICE

Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015-a global
network of humanitarian and development organisations. Prentice has
extensive experience on a range of humanitarian, development, peace-
making and peacebuilding issues through her previous positions, includ-
ing interim Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint Peace Fund for Myanmar
and providing technical advice to the Office of the Special Envoy of the
UN Secretary General to the Yemen peace process. Prentice has also
beeninvolved in various international organisations including UN Women,
Dialogue Advisory Group, and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue. Prentice
co-founded the Athena Consortium as part of which she acts as Senior
Manager on Mediation Support, Gender and Inclusion for the Crisis Man-
agement Initiative (CMI) and as Senior Adviser to the European Institute
for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluslarinin ve kalkinma orgdtleri-
nin kiiresel agi olan ittifak 2015'in direktériidiir. Prentice, Myanmar igin Ortak
Baris Fonu'na gegici Kidemli Cinsiyet Danismani ve Birlesmis Milletler Genel
Sekreteri Yemen 0Ozel El¢isi Ofisine teknik tavsiyeler vermek de dahil olmak
lizere insancil faaliyetler, kalkinma, baris yapma ve baris ingasi gibi konular-
da sivil toplum biinyesinde 17 yillik bir ¢alisma tecriibesine sahiptir. BM Ka-
dinlari, Diyalog Danisma Grubu ve insani Yardim Diyalogu Merkezi gibi cesitli
uluslararasi érgiitlerde gérev yapan Prentice, kuruculari arasinda yer aldigi
Athena Konsorsiyomu Arabuluculuk Destegi, Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kaynas-
tirma igin Kriz Yénetimi insiyatifi'nde yoneticilik ve Avrupa Baris Enstitiisiine
(EIP) basdanismanlik yapmaktadir.
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COUNCIL OF EXPERTS
UZMANLAR KURULU UYELERI

BERTIE AHERN

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a posi-
tion to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial appointments
as well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining moment of Mr Ahern’s
three terms in office as Taoiseach was the successful negotiation of the
Good Friday Agreement in April 1998. Mr Ahern held the Presidency of the
European Council in 2004, presiding over the historic enlargement of the
EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Government in 2008 Mr Ahern has
dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively involved with many
groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The Inter Action
Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of the Internation-
al Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country; Honorary Adjunct
Professor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in NUI Maynooth; Member
of the Kennedy Institute of NUI Maynooth; Member of the Institute for Cul-
tural Diplomacy, Berlin; Member of the Varkey Gems Foundation Advisory
Board; Member of Crisis Management Initiative; Member of the World Eco-
nomic Forum Agenda Council on Negotiation and Conflict Resolution; Mem-
ber of the IMAN Foundation; Advisor to the Legislative Leadership Institute
Academy of Foreign Affairs; Senior Advisor to the International Advisory
Council to the Harvard International Negotiation Programme; and Director
of Co-operation Ireland.

Tecriibeli bir siyasetci olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gérevinden sonra ir-
landa Cumhuriyeti Basbakani olarak gérev yapmistir. Bertie Ahern’in basba-
kanlik yaptigi dénemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilinin Nisan ayinda Hayirli
Cuma Anlasmasi’yla sonuc¢lanan baris gériismesi miizakerelerinin baslatiimasi
olmustur. Ahern, 2004 yilinda Avrupa Konseyi baskanligi gérevini ylirttirken
Avrupa Birligi'nin Gye (lke sayisinin 27'ye ¢iktigi tarihsel siiregte payi olan en
6nemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda aktif siyasetten g¢ekilen Bertie
Ahern o tarihten bu yana bitin zamanini gatisma ¢6zimi ¢alismalarina ayir-
makta ve bu amacla pek ¢ok grupla temaslarda bulunmaktadir. Ahern’in hali
hazirda sahip oldugu tinvanlar sunlardir: The Inter Action Council Esbaskan-
ligi, Clinton Kiiresel insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask Ulkesindeki Catisma Uzerine Calis-

ma Yiiriiten Uluslararasi Grup Uyeligi, irlanda Ulusal Universitesi Arabuluculuk
ve Catismaya Miidahale Bélimi Fahri Profesérligd, Berlin Kiiltirel Diplomasi
Enstitiisii Uyeligi, Varkey Gems Vakfi Danisma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz idaresi inisi-
yatifi Uyeligi, Diinya Ekonomik Forumu Miizakere ve Gatisma Géziimii Forumu
Konsey Uyeligi, Harvard Uluslararasi Miizakere Programi Uluslararasi Danis-
manlar Konseyi Basdanismani.

DERMOT AHERN

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Government Min-
ister and was a key figure for more than 20 years in the Irish peace process,
including in negotiations for the Good Friday Agreement and the St An-
drews Agreement. He also has extensive experience at the EU Council level,
including as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional and Lisbon
Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gegmiste irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilligi ve kabinede bakanlik gérevie-
rinde bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir siire irlanda baris siirecinde
anahtar bir rol oynamistir ve bu siire iginde Belfast Anlagsmasi (Hayirli Cuma
Anlagmasi) ve St. Andrews Anlasmasi igin yapilan miizakerelere dahil olmug-
tur. AB Konseyi seviyesinde de énemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern, AB Anayasasi
ve Lizbon Antlasmalari siirecinde de 6nemli bir arabulucu ve imzaci olmustur.
2005 yilinda dénemin Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan tarafindan
BM Reformu konusunda ézel temsilci olarak atanmgtir.

Prof. Dr. MEHMET ASUTAY

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic
Political Economy & Finance at the Durham University Business School, UK.
He researches, teaches and supervises research on Islamic political econ-
omy and finance, Middle Eastern economic development and finance, the
political economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish political
economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic Economics
and Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic Economics,
as well as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic Social Sci-
ence. He is the Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British Society for Mid-
dle Eastern Studies); and of the IAIE (International Association for Islamic
Economics).
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Dr. Mehmet Asutay, ingiltere'deki Durham Universitesi‘nin isletme Fakdiltesin-
de Ortadogu’nun islami Siyasal Ekonomisi ve Finansi alaninda profesor olarak
gbrev yapmaktadir. Asutay Tiirk ve Kiirt siyasal ekonomisi, islami siyasal eko-
nomi, ve Ortadogu'da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler vermekte, arastir-
malar yapmakta ve yapilan arastirmalara danismanlik yapmaktadir.

ALi BAYRAMOGLU

Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since 1994, he has
contributed as a columnist for a variety of newspapers. He is currently a
columnist for daily Karar. He is a member of the Wise Persons Committee in
Turkey, established during the peace process between 2013-2015.

Ali Bayramoglu, yazar ve siyasi yorumcudur. 1994 yilindan bu yana ¢esitli ga-
zetelerde kése yazarligi yapti. Halen, gtinliik Karar gazetesinde kése yazmaya
devam etmektedir. Tirkiyede 2013-2015 yillari arasinda gergeklesen Cézim
Siirecinde Akil insanlar Heyeti (iyesidir.

Prof. CHRISTINE BELL

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh, Scotland. She
is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assistant Principal (Global Justice)
at the University of Edinburgh, Co-director of the Global Justice Academy,
and a member of the British Academy. She was chairperson of the Bel-
fast-based humanrights organization, the Committee on the Administration
of Justice, from 1995-7, and a founder member of the Northern Ireland Hu-
man Rights Commission established under the terms of the Belfast Agree-
ment. In 1999 she was a member of the European Commission’s Committee
of Experts on Fundamental Rights. She is an expert on transitional justice,
peace negotiations, constitutional law and human rights law. She regular-
ly conducts training on these topics for diplomats, mediators and lawyers,
has been involved as a legal advisor in a number of peace negotiations, and
acted as an expert in transitional justice for the UN Secretary-General, the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and UNIFEM.

iskogya’nin baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiiriiten bir hukukgudur. Edinburgh
Universitesinde Anayasa hukuku profesérii olarak ve ayni {niversite biinye-
sindeki Kiiresel Adalet Projesinde Miidiir yardimcisi olarak gérev yapmaktadir.
ingiliz Akademisi (iyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillar arasinda Belfast merkezli
insan Haklar 6rgiitii Adalet idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve Belfast Anlasmasi

sartlari cercevesinde kurulan Kuzey irlanda insan Haklari Komisyonu kurucu
tiyesi olarak gérev yapti. 1999da ise Avrupa Komisyonu Temel Haklar Uzman-
lar Komitesi lyeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik alanlari Gegis D6nemi Adaleti,
Baris Miizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve insan Haklari olan Prof. Bell, ayni za-
manda bu konularda diplomat, arabulucu ve hukukgulara egitim vermekte, BM
Genel Sekreterligi, insan Haklar Yiiksek Komiserligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM'in de dahil
oldugu kurumlarda hukuk danismani olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

ORAL CALISLAR

Oral Galislar completed his studies at the Ankara University Faculty of
Political Sciences. Was President of the Club of Socialist Thought at the
university, as well as Secretary-General of the Ankara University Student
Union. Wrote for Tiirk Solu journal which was launched in 1967 and for the
Aydinlik journal which was launched in 1968. Was member of the editorial
board of Aydinlik journal. Was arrested after the 12th of March 1971 military
coup. Remained imprisoned for three years until the Amnesty law adopted
in 1974. Was Editor in Chief for the Aydinlik daily newspaper launched in
1978. Was arrested again after the 12th of September 1980 military coup
and released in August 1988 after four years in prison. Lived in Hamburg be-
tween 1990 and 1992 upon the invitation of the Senate of Hamburg. Worked
for Cumhuriyet daily between 1992 and 2008. Broadcast television pro-
grammes on different channels, including TRT, 24TV, 360, and SKYTURK.
Transferred from Cumhuriyet daily to Radikal daily in 2008. Between 2004-
2007, he was in board of Turkish Journalists Association. He has a perma-
nent press card. Became Editor in Chief for Taraf daily in 2013. Was part
of the Wise People Committee in the same year. Later had to leave Taraf
daily alongside Halil Berktay, Alper Gérmiis, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katirciog-
lu, Mithat Sancar, and Yildiray Ogur, among others, after the intervention
of the Giilen Congregation. Returned to Radikal daily. Started writing for
Posta daily after 2016, when Radikal was discontinued. Continues work as
a commentator on TV news channels. Has 20 published books, including
The Leaders’ Prison, Hz. Ali, Mamak Prison from the 12th of March to 12th of
September, The Kurdish Issue with Ocalan and Burkay, My 68 Memoirs, The
Alevis, When Deniz and Friends Were Executed, My Childhood in Tarsus,
The History of Gulenism. Recipient of a large number of journalism and re-
search awards. Married (1976) to author and journalist ipek Galislar. Father
of author Resat Calislar.
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Oral Galislar Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesinde egitimini tamamla-
di. Universitede Sosyalist Fikir Kuliibii baskanhigini ve Ankara Universitesi Ogrenci
Birligi genel sekreterligini yapti. 1967de kurulan Tiirk Solu ve 1967de kurulan Ay-
dinlik dergileri igin yazdi. Ayrica Aydinlik dergisinin yayin kurulu Gyesiydi. 12 Mart
1971 darbesinden sonra tutuklandi ve 1974'te af yasasi ¢ikana kadar g yil ceza-
evinde kaldi. 1978 yilinda ¢ikan Aydinlik Gazetesi'nin yazi igleri midurligiini yapti.
12 Eyliil 1980 darbesi sonrasinda tekrardan tutuklandi ve dért yil cezaevinde kal-
diktan sonra Agustos 1988de tahliye edildi. Hamburg Senato’sunun daveti lizerine
gittigi Hamburg'da 1990-1992 yillari arasinda yasadi. 1992 ve 2008 yillari arasinda
Cumhuriyet Gazetesinde ¢alisti. TRT, 24TV, 360 ve SKYTURK de dahil olmak iizere
cesitli kanallarda televizyon programi yapti. 2008 yilinda Cumbhuriyet'ten Radikal
Gazetesi'ne gegis yapti. 2004-2007 yillari arasinda Tiirkiye Gazeteciler Cemiyeti
Yénetim Kurulu’'ndaydi. Kendisinin sirekli basin karti bulunmaktadir. 2013 yilinda
Taraf Gazetesi Yazi Isleri Miidiirii oldu. Ayni yil Akil insanlar Heyetinde yer aldi.
Daha sonra, Giilen Cemaati'nin miidahalesi sonucunda, Halil Berktay, Alper Gor-
mds, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar, Yildiray Ogur ve digerleriyle
birlikte Taraf'tan ayrildi. Radikal'e geri d6niis yapti. Radikal Gazetesi kapandiktan
sonra, 2016 yilinda Posta Gazetesi icin yazmaya basladi. Televizyon programlari-
na siyaset yorumcusu olarak katilmaya devam etmektedir. 20 kitap yayinlamistir.
Bunlarin arasinda ‘Liderler Hapishanesi’, ‘Hz. Ali, ‘Mamak Askeri Cezaevi’, ‘Ocalan
ve Burkay’la Kiirt Sorunu’, ‘68 Anilarim’, ‘Aleviler’, ‘Denizler idama Giderken’, ‘Go-
cuklugumun Tarsus’u’ ve ‘Fetullahgiligin Tarihi’ de bulunmaktadir. Gazetecilik ve
arastirma alanlarinda birgok &diile sahiptir. 1976dan beri yazar ve gazeteci ipek
Caliglar ile evlidir. Yazar Resat Calislar’in babasidir.

CENGIZ CANDAR

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely respected
online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey and the Middle East. He is
a former war correspondent and an expert on the Middle East. He served as
a special adviser to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal. Cengiz Can-
dar is a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm University Institute
for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve kése yazari olan Candar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesiigin
kése yazarhgi yapmistir. Al Monitor haber sitesinde kése yazarligi yapmaktadir.
Ortadogu konusunda énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir dénem savas muhabiri
olarak galismis veTiirkiye eski Cumhurbaskani merhum Turgut Ozal'a 6zel da-
nismanlik yapmistir.

ANDY CARL

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution and public par-
ticipation in peace processes. He believes that building peace is not an act
of charity but an act of justice. He co-founded and was Executive Director
of Conciliation Resources. Previously, he was the first Programme Director
with International Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of Practice at the
School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an adviser to a number
of peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive Peace and Transition Ini-
tiative at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Legal Tools for Peace-Making
Project in Cambridge, and the Oxford Research Group, London.

Andy Carl ¢atisma ¢oziimi ve baris siireglerine kamusal katiimin saglanmasi
lizerine ¢alisan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barigin ingaasinin bir hayirseverlik faali-
yetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi ¢abasi olduguna inanan Carl, ¢atis-
ma Coéziimi alaninda ¢alisan etkili kurumlardan biri olan Conciliation Resour-
ces'un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dsnem Uluslararasi Uyari (international Alert)
isimli kurumda Program Direktori olarak gérev yapan Carl, halen Edinburgh
Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi biinyesinde Fahri Bilim Kurulu Uyesi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Baris insasi izerine ¢alisan Cenevre Mezunlar insiyatifi biinyesin-
deki Baris ve Gegis Dénemi inisiyatifi, Cambridge'te yiiriitiilen Barisin insasi igin
Yasal Araglar Projesi ve Londra'da faaliyet yliriiten Oxford Arastirma Grubu gibi
bir dizi kurum ve olusuma danismanlik yapmaya devam etmektedir.

Dr. VAHAP COSKUN

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Dicle in Diyarbakir
where he also completed his bachelor’'s and master’s degrees in law. Coskun
received his PhD from Ankara University Faculty of Law. He has written for
Serbestiyet and Kurdistan24 online newspaper. He has published books on
human rights, constitutional law, political theory and social peace. Coskun
was a member of the former Wise Persons Commission in Turkey (Central
Anatolian Region).

Dr. Vahap Coskun Diyarbakirda, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde 6gretim
tiyesidir. Lisans ve lisanstistii egitimini Dicle Universitesinde tamamladiktan
sonra Ankara Universitesi'nde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamistir. Serbestiyet ve
Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Coskun, insan haklari, anayasa
hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu kitaplar yayinlamistir. Coskun,
Akil insanlar Komisyonu’nun i¢ Anadolu bélgesi tiyesiydi.
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Dr. ESRA CUHADAR

Dr. Esra Guhadar, an associate professor at Bilkent University in Turkey
currently works on the United Nations standby team of senior mediation
advisers as a process design and inclusion expert. She has worked with
various civil society and governmental actors and supported numerous
dialogue and mediation initiatives in S. Caucasus, Ukraine, Turkey, Cyprus,
and between Israel-Palestine, Greece-Turkey, Turkey-Armenia, and Soma-
lia-Somaliland. She has more than twenty years of experience in research-
ing, teaching, and practicing dialogue facilitation, mediation, and conflict
assessment. She is a thought leader on designing inclusive peace process-
es with her extensive research and applied work in this area. She worked
to advance the inclusion of civil society and women in places including Af-
ghanistan, Cameroon, Turkey, and Venezuela. She contributed to women's
capacity building in peacebuilding and co-founded the Turkey antenna of
the Mediterranean Women Mediators Network in 2019. Prior to joining the
stand-by team, Esra worked as a senior expert on dialogue and inclusion at
the United States Institute of Peace, as a regional mediator for the World
Bank, advisor to the mediation support unit of the OSCE, senior research
fellow at Inclusive Peace. Esra received and managed numerous research
grants, received awards and fellowships, and published extensively in lead-
ing journals and books on inclusive peace process and dialogue design, and
evaluation of peacebuilding. Dr.Esra Cuhadar received her MA and Ph.D.
from Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs of Syracuse Universi-
ty in the USA. She speaks English and Turkish.

Esra Cuhadar su anda Birlesmis Milletler’in kidemli arabuluculuk danismanla-
rindan olusan ekipte ( UN Stanby Team) (ist diizey arabulucu danismani olarak
calismaktadir. Cesitli sivil toplum ve hiikiimet aktérleriyle ¢alisan Cuhadar,
Giiney Kafkasya, Ukrayna, Tiirkiye, Kibris ve israil-Filistin, Yunanistan-Tiirki-
ye, Tirkiye-Ermenistan ve Somali-Somaliland arasinda ¢ok sayida diyalog ve
arabuluculuk girisimini destekledi. Diyaloglara olanak tanima, arabuluculuk ve
catisma dederlendirmesi konusunda arastirma, 6gretme ve uygulama ayakla-
rinda yirmi yildan fazla deneyime sahiptir. Kapsayici baris stireglerinin dizayni
alanindaki kapsamli arastirmalari ve uygulamali ¢alismalari ile bu alanda bir
diistince lideridir. Afganistan, Kamerun, Tiirkiye ve Venezuela gibi yerlerde sivil
toplumun ve kadinlarin siireglere dahil edilmesini gelistirmek igin ¢alismalar
yapmistir. Barig ingasinda kadinlarin kapasite gelistirmesine katkida bulunmus
ve 2019'da Akdeniz Kadin Arabulucular Agr'nin Tiirkiye antenininin es kurucula-

rindan biri olmustur. Esra, BM ekibine katilmadan énce Amerika Birlesik Dev-
letleri Baris Enstitiisi'nde diyalog ve katiim konusunda kidemli uzman olarak
caligmistir. Diinya Bankasi bélgesel arabulucusu, OSCE arabuluculuk destek
birimi danismani, Inclusive Peace’te kidemli arastirma gérevlisi ve Tiirkiye'de
Bilkent Universitesinde dogent olarak gérev yapmistir. Guhadar bircok sayida
arastirma hibesi almis ve yénetmistir. Pek ¢ok 6diil ve burs kazanmis, kapsa-
yici baris sireci ve diyalog dizayni ile baris ingasinin degerlendirilmesi (izerine
6nde gelen dergilerde ve kitaplarda kapsamli yazilari yayinlanmistir. Cuhadar
yiiksek lisans ve doktora derecelerini ABD'deki Syracuse Universitesi Maxwell
Yurttaslik ve Halkla iliskiler Okulu'ndan almistir. ingilizce ve Tiirkge bilmektedir.

AYSEGUL DOGAN

Aysegiil Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews, created news
files and programmes for independent news platforms. She studied at the
Faculty of Cultural Mediation and Communications at Metz University, and
Paris School of Journalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara bureau
of Agence-France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier International
and at the Kurdish service of The Voice of America. She worked as a pro-
gramme creator at Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist for the Turk-
ish edition of Le Monde Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at the Kurdology
department of National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations in
Paris. She worked on political communications for a long time. From its es-
tablishment in 2011 to its closure in 2016, she worked as a programmes co-
ordinator at IMC TV. She prepared and presented the programme “Giindem
Miizakere” on the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina 6zel réportaj, haber dosyasi ve programlar ha-
zirlayan gazeteci Aysegiil Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiiltiirel ve ileti-
sim Fakdiltesi'nin ardindan editimine Paris Yiiksek Gazetecilik Okulu'nda devam
etti. Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP’nin Ankara, Courrier Internatio-
nal’in Paris biirosunda ve Amerika’nin Sesi Kiirtge servisinde gazeteciligi dene-
yimledi. Radyo Ekin'de programci, Le Monde Diplomatique Tiirkge'de ¢evirmen
gazeteci olarak g¢alisti. Paris'te yasadigi siire icinde Dogu Dilleri ve Medeniyet-
leri Enstitiisi Kirdoloji béliimiinde okutmanlik yapti. Uzunca bir siire siyaset
iletisimi ile ilgilendi. 2011de kurulan IMC TV 2016'da kapatilana dek; program
koordinatéri olarak ¢alisti. Ayni kanalda “Giindem Miizakere” programini ha-
zirladi ve sundu. Halen lilkesindeki pek ¢cok meslektasi gibi etik ilkelere bagli;
bagimsiz bir gazeteci olarak ¢calisma arayis, istek ve heyecanini koruyor.

.w,
65 ®
L 4



4T
P 66
L 4

VEGARD ELLEFSEN

Vegard is a Norwegian diplomat who retired 31 August 2019 from the foreign
service when he left his last posting as ambassador to Ankara. He has been
twice posted to NATO both as Permanent representative on the North At-
lantic Council and deputy to the same position. He has earlier been posted
to the Norwegian mission to the U.N. in New York and to the Embassy in
Ottawa. In the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs he has been Political Di-
rector, Director General for the Regional division, Director of the Minister’s
secretariat and special envoy to the Sudan peace talks and special envoy to
Syria and Iraq. Mr. Ellefsen has a Master in Political Science from the Uni-
versity of Oslo.

Norvegli bir diplomat olan Vegard, 31 Agustos 2019da disislerinden emekli ol-
dugunda Ankara'da biiyiikelgi olarak gérev yapmaktaydi. iki kere NATO’ya ata-
nan Vergard, Kuzey Atlantik Konseyi Daimi Temsilcisi ve Daimi Temsilci Yardim-
cisi olarak goérev yapmistir. Daha 6ncesinde de New York'ta Norveg Birlesmis
Milletler Daimi Temsilciligi'nde ve Ottowa Biylikelgiligi'nde bulundu. Norveg
Dis Isleri Bakanhigrnda Siyasi isler Direktéri, Bélgesel Boliinme Genel Miidiiri,
bakanin Gzel Kalem Miidiirliigii Direktérii, Sudan baris miizakereleri 6zel tem-
silcisi ve Suriye ve Irak 6zel temsilcisi olarak gérev aldi. Ellefsen Oslo Universi-
tesi'nde Siyaset Bilimi yliksek lisansi yapmigtir.

Prof. Dr. FAZIL HUSNU ERDEM

Dr. Fazil Hiisnii Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and Head of the
Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle University, Diyarbakir. In 2007,
Erdem was a member of the commission which was established to draft a
new constitution to replace the Constitution of 1982 which was introduced
following the coup d'etat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the Wise Persons
Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister Erdogan, in the
team that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia Region.

Fazil Hiisnii Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Anayasa Hukuku Anabi-
lim Dali Baskanidir. 2007'de, 1980 darbesinin takiben yiirtirliige giren 1982 darbe
anayasasini degistirmek lizere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama komisyonunda
yer almigtir. Erdem, 2013'de Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikiimeti tarafindan Demok-
ratik acilim ve ¢éziim siireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil insanlar Heyeti iiye-
sidir.

Prof. Dr. SALOMON LERNER FEBRES

Professor Dr. Salomén Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy from Uni-
versité Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President of the Center for
Democracy and Human Rights and Professor and Rector Emeritus of Pon-
tifical Catholic University of Peru. He is former President of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Peru. Prof. Lerner has given many talks and
speeches about the role and the nature of university, the problems of schol-
ar research in higher education and about ethics and public culture. Fur-
thermore, he has participated in numerous conferences in Peru and other
countries about violence and pacification. In addition, he has been a speak-
er and panellist in multiple workshops and symposiums about the work
and findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru. He has
received several honorary doctorates as well as numerous recognitions and
distinctions of governments and international human rights institutions.

Prof. Salomon felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini Belgcika'dakiUniversité Cat-
holique de Louvain'de tamamlamistir. Peru'daki Pontifical Catholic Universite-
si‘nin onursal rektoéri sifatini tagiyan Prof. Salomén Lerner Febres, ayni (ini-
versite biinyesindeki Demokrasi ve insan Haklari Merkezi'nin de baskanhgini
yapmaktadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlasma Komisyonu eski baskanidir. Universite-
nin rolii ve dogasi, akademik ¢alismalarda karsilasilan zorluklar, etik ve kamu
kiltiiri konulu ¢cok sayida konugsma yapmis, siddet ve pasifizm konusunda Peru
basta olmak lizere pek ¢ok (ilkede yapilan konferanslara konugsmaci olarak ka-
tilmistir.

Prof. MERVYN FROST

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and was former
Head of the Department of War Studies, at King’s College London, UK. He
was previously Chair of Politics at the University of Natal, Durban, South
Africa and was President of the South African Political Studies Association.
He currently sits on the editorial boards of International Political Sociology
and the Journal of International Political Theory, among others. He is an ex-
pert on human rights in international relations, humanitarian intervention,
justice in world politics, democratising global governance, the just war tra-
dition in an era of New Wars, and ethics in a globalising world.

Londradaki King’s College’in Savas Calismalari bélimiiniin baskanhdgini yap-
maktadir. Daha énce Giiney Afrika’nin Durban sehrindeki Natal Universiteside
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Siyaset Bilimi béliiminin baskanhigint yapmustir. Gliney Afrika Siyaset Calisma-
lari Enstitiisii Baskanligi gérevinde de bulunan Profesér Frost, insan Haklari ve
Uluslararast iliskiler, insancil Miidahale, Diinya Siyasetinde Adalet, Kiiresel Y6-
netimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni Savaslar Déneminde Adil Savas Gelenegi
ve Kiiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi konularda uzman bir isimdir.

DAVID GORMAN

David has more than 25 years of experience in the field of peacemaking. He
started his career in the Middle East and he went on to work for internation-
al organisations on a wide range of conflicts around the world. David has
been based in the Philippines, Indonesia, Liberia, Bosnia as well as the West
Bank and Gaza and has been working in Eurasia for the last several years.
He graduated from the London School of Economics, was featured in the
award winning film ‘Miles and War’ as well as several publications and has
published several articles on mediation.

David'in baris insasi alaninda 25 yildan fazla deneyimi bulunmaktadir. David ka-
riyerine Orta Dogu'da basladi ve daha sonra uluslararasi kurumlarda, diinyanin
cesitliyerlerinde olan ¢atismalar lizerinde ¢alisti. Kendisi Filipinler, Endonezya,
Liberya, Bosna, Bati Seria ve Gazze'de bulundu. Son birka¢ yildir da Avrasya
bélgesinde ¢alismaktadir. David London School of Economicsden mezun oldu,
6d(illii ‘Miles and War’ filminde ve gesitli yayinlarda yer aldi ve arabuluculukla
ilgili gesitli makaleler yayimladi.

MARTIN GRIFFITHS

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and currently the UN’s Un-
der-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Co-
ordinator, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) after
previously serving as the UN’s Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010 he was
the founding Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in Geneva
where he specialised in developing political dialogue between governments
and insurgents in a range of countries across Asia, Africa and Europe. He is
a co-founder of Inter Mediate, a London based NGO devoted to conflict res-
olution, and has worked for international organisations including UNICEF,
Save the Children, Action Aid, and the European Institute of Peace. Griffiths
has also worked in the British Diplomatic Service and for the UN, including
as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs (Geneva), Deputy to

the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York), Regional Humanitarian Coor-
dinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordinator in the Balkans and Deputy
Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria (UNSMIS).

Kidemli bir uluslararasi arabulucu olan eski Birlesmis Milletler Yemen Gzel Tem-
silcisi Martin Griffiths, Birlesmis Milletler insani Yardim Koordinasyon Ofisi'n-
de (OCHA) insani Yardim ve Acil Durum Yardimi Koordinatérii Genel Sekreter
Basyardimcisi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa kitalarindaki
cesitli lilkelerde hiikiimetler ile isyanci gruplar arasinda siyasal diyalog gelis-
tirilmesi (izerine g¢alisan Cenevre'deki insani Diyalog Merkezi'nin (Centre for
Humanitarian Dialogue) kurucu direktéri olan Martin Griffiths 1999-2010 yilla-
ri arasinda bu gérevi sirdirmdstiir. Catisma ¢ézlimdii (zerine ¢alisan Londra
merkezli Inter Mediate’in kuruculari arasinda bulunan Griffiths, UNICEF, Save
the Children ve Action Aid isimli uluslararasi kurumlarda da gérev yapmistir.
ingiltere Diplomasi Servisi'ndeki hizmetlerinin yani sira Birlesmis Milletler biin-
yesinde Cenevre Ofisi'nde insani Faaliyetler Bélimi'nde yonetici, New York
ofisinde Acil Yardim Koordinatéri yardimciligi, Blyik Géller (Great Lakes) bél-
gesinde insani Yardim Koordinatérii, Balkanlarda BM Bélgesel Koordinatérii ve
BM eski Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan’in BM ve Arap Birligi adina Suriye 6zel tem-
silciligi yaptigi dénemde kendisine bas danismanlik yapmistir.

KEZBAN HATEMI

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is registered with
the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked as a self employed lawyer, as
well as Turkey's National Commission to UNESCO and a campaigner and
advocate during the Bosnian War. She was involved in drafting the Turkish
Civil Code and Law of Foundations as well as in preparing the legal ground-
work for the chapters on Religious Freedoms and Minorities and Community
Foundations within the Framework Law of Harmonization prepared by Tur-
key in preparation for EU accession. She has published articles on women’s,
minority groups, children, animals and human rights and the fight against
drugs. She is a member of the former Wise Persons Committee in Turkey,
established by then Prime Minister Erdogan, and sits on the Board of Trus-
tees of the Technical University and the Darulacaze Foundation.

istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinden mezun olduktan sonra istanbul
Barosuna kayitli olarak avukatlik yapmaya baslamistir. Serbest avukatlik yap-
manin yani sira UNESCO Tiirkiye Milli Komisyonu’nda hukukgu olarak gérev
yapmis, Bosna savasi sirasinda sirdirilen savas karsiti kampanyalarda aktif
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olarak yer almistir. Tirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi'ne tyelik siireci geregi hazirlanan
Uyum Yasalari Cerceve Yasasinin Dini Ozgiirliikler, Azinliklar ve Vakiflar ile ilgi-
li béliimlerine iligkin hukuki ¢alismalarda yer almis, Tiirk Ceza Kanunu ve Va-
kiflar Kanunu'nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda gérev almistir. insan haklari,
kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, gocuk haklari, hayvan haklari ve uyusturucu ile
miicadele konularinda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in
basbakanligi déneminde olusturulan Akil insanlar Heyetinde yer almistir. Bu-
nun yani sira istanbul Universitesi ile Dariilacaze Vakfi Miitevelli heyetlerinde
gorev yapmaktadir.

NAZAN HAYDARI

Nazan Haydari is Professor of Media Department at istanbul Bilgi University,
Turkey. Her research area consists of intercultural communication, femi-
nist media studies, and critical media pedagogy with a particular interest
in communication for peace building, community media, participatory ac-
tion research and gendered radio histories. She is the director of Center
for Conflict Resolution Studies and advisory board member for the Center
for Intercultural Dialogue (https://centerforinterculturaldialogue.org/) She
was involved in the development of various participatory media projects
with street-involved children, and disadvantaged youngsters. She is the
co-editor of Case Studies in Intercultural Dialogue (2015, Kendal Hunt). Cur-
rently working towards the completion of a co-authored book manuscript
on an oral history project with women radio broadcasters of 1970s in Tur-
key. She holds a PhD in Telecommunications and MAIA in Communications
and Development from Ohio University.

Nazan Haydari, istanbul Bilgi Universitesi Medya Béliimii'nde iletisim profe-
s6rdiir. Haydari'nin arastirma alanini, kiltirlerarasi iletisim, feminist medya
calismalari ve barig insasi iletisimine odaklanan elestirel medya pedagojisi,
topluluk medyasi, katilml eylem arastirmasi ve cinsiyet¢i radyo tarihgeleri
olugsmaktadir. Catisma ¢6zimi Calismalari Merkezi'nin direktéri ve Kdltirle-
rarasi Diyalog Merkezi'nin (https://centerforinterculturaldialogue.org/) danis-
ma kurulu Gyesidir. Sokak ¢ocuklari ve dezavantajli genclerle gesitli katilimci
medya projelerinin gelistirilmesinde yer almistir. Kiiltlirlerarasi Diyalogda Vaka
Calismalari’nin (2015, Kendal Hunt) es editéridir. Halen Tiirkiye'de 1970'lerin
kadin radyoculariile s6zli tarih projesi tGzerine ortak yazarli bir kitap taslaginin
tamamlanmasi i¢in ¢alismaktadir. Telekominikasyon alaninda doktora, Ohio
Universitesinden iletisim ve Kalkinma alaninda MAIA derecesine sahiptir.

Dr. EDEL HUGHES

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Lecturer in Law at the School of Law, National Univer-
sity of Ireland, Galway. Prior to joining NUI Galway, Dr. Hughes was a Sen-
ior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex University and previously worked at the
University of East London and the University of Limerick. She was awarded
an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human Rights Law from the National
University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and 2009, respectively. Her research
interests are in the areas of international human rights law, public interna-
tional law, and conflict transformation, with a regional interest in Turkey
and the Middle East. She has published widely on these areas.

Dr. Edel Hughes, Ulusal Irlanda Galway Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde 6g-
retim Gyesidir. Daha énce Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi'nde kidemli
ogretim (yesi olarak gérev yapmis ve ayrica Dogu Londra Universitesi Hukuk
Fakiiltesi ve Limerick Universitesinde calismistir.Hughes, yliksek lisans ve
doktorasini 2003-2008 yillari arasinda irlanda Ulusal Universitesi'nde Uluslara-
rast insan Haklari Hukuku alaninda tamamlamistir. Hughes'un birgok yayininin
da bulundugu ¢alisma alanlari iginde, Orta Dogu’yu ve Tiirkiye'yi de kapsayan
sekilde, uluslararasi insan haklari hukuku, uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve ¢atis-
ma ¢bziimii yer almaktadir.

KADIR INANIR

Kadir inanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed actor and
director, and has starred in well over a hundred films. He has won several
awards for his work in Turkish cinema. He graduated from Marmara Univer-
sity Faculty of Communication. In 2013 he became a member of the Wise
Persons Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yonetmen Kadir inanir, 100°G askin filmde rol almis ve Tiirk sine-
masina katkilarindan dolayi pek ¢ok 6diile layik g6riismiistiir. 1949 senesinde
Ordu, Fatsa'da dogan inanir, Marmara Universitesi iletisim Fakiiltesi Radyo-Te-
levizyon Bélimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde barig siirecini yénetmek
amaciyla kurulan Akil insanlar Heyetine Akdeniz Bélgesi temsilcisi olarak gir-
mistir.
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Prof. Dr. AHMET INSEL

Professor Ahmet insel is a former faculty member of Galatasaray University
in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne University, France. He is
Managing Editor of the Turkish editing house, lletisim, and member of the
editorial board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist at Cum-
huriyet newspaper and an author who published several books and articles
in both Turkish and French.

iletisim Yayinlar1 Yayin Kurulu Koordinatérliigiini yiriiten Ahmet insel, Gala-
tasaray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesi'nde 6gretim
tiyesi olarak gérev yapmistir. Birikim Dergisi yayin kolektifi (iyesi ve Cumhuriyet
Gazetesinde kdse yazaridir. Tiirkge ve Fransizca olmak lizere ¢ok sayida kitabi
ve makalesi bulunmaktadir.

ALEKA KESSLER

Aleka Kessler works as Project Officer at the Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue (HD). Having joined HD in 2017 to work on Syria, Aleka has been
coordinating mediation project in complex conflict settings. Previously,
Aleka also worked with Médecins Sans Frontiéres and the United Nations
Association Mexico. She holds a degree in International Relations from the
University of Geneva and a Master’s degree in Development Studies from
the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Gene-
va, where she specialized in humanitarian affairs, negotiation and conflict
resolution.

Aleka Kessler insani Diyalog Merkezinde (HD) proje sorumlusu olarak galis-
maktadir. Suriye lzerinde ¢alismak i¢in 2017 yiinda HD'ye katilan Kessler,
karmasik ¢atisma ortamlarinda arabuluculuk projesini yiiriitmektedir. Kessler
daha 6nce Sinir Tanimayan Doktorlar ve Meksika Birlesmis Milletler Dernegi'n-
de calismistir. Lisans egitimini Cenevre Universitesi Uluslararasi iliskiler Bé-
limi'nde tamamlayan Kessler, daha sonra yiiksek lisansini yine Cenevrede
bulunan Uluslararasi ve Kalkinma Calismalari Yiiksek Lisans Enstitlisii'nde
(IHEID) Kalkinma Galismalari alaninda yapti. Kessler insani yardim, arabulucu-
luk ve ¢atisma ¢éziimi alanlarinda uzmanlasmistir.

AVILA KILMURRAY

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland Women's Co-
alition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiating team for the Good Friday
Agreement and has written extensively on community action, the women'’s
movement and conflict transformation. She serves as an adviser on the
Ireland Committee of the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well as a
board member of Conciliation Resources (UK) and the Institute for British
Irish Studies. She was the first Women'’s Officer for the Transport & General
Workers Union for Ireland (1990-1994) and from 1994-2014 she was Direc-
tor of the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland, managing EU PEACE
funding for the re-integration of political ex-prisoners in Northern Ireland
as well as support for community-based peace building. She is a recipient
of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy through the Euro-
pean Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is working as a consultant with The So-
cial Change Initiative to support work with the Migrant Learning Exchange
Programme and learning on peace building.

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucusudur ve bu siyasi
partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirli Cuma Anlasmasi miizakerelerine
katilmistir. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve ¢atismanin déniisimu gibi ko-
nularda cok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve irlanda‘da aralarinda
Conciliation Resources (Uzlasma Kaynaklari), the Global Fund for Community
Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar i¢in Kiirsel Fon), Conflict Resolution Services
Ireland (irlanda Catisma Cozimii Hizmetleri) ve the Institute for British Irish
Studies (Britanya ve irlanda ¢alismalan Enstitiisii) isimli kurumlarda ynetim
kurulu Gyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. 1990-94 yillari arasinda Ulasim ve Genel
isciler Sendikasr'nda Kadinlardan Sorumlu Yénetici olarak ¢alismis ve bu gé-
revi yerine getiren ilk kadin olmustur. 1994-2014 yillari arasinda Kuzey irlanda
Toplum Vakfr'nin direktérliiglinii yapmis ve bu gdrevi sirasinda eski siyasi mah-
kumlarin yeniden entegrasyonu ile barigin toplumsal zeminde yeniden insasina
dair Avrupa Birligi fonlarinin idaresini yiiriitmistir. Avrupa Vakiflar Merkezi ta-
rafindan verilen Yenilikgi Hayirseverler Raymond Georis Odiilii'niin de sahibidir.

Prof. RAM MANIKKALINGAM

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the Dialogue Advi-
sory Group, an independent organisation that facilitates political dialogue
to reduce violence. He is a member of the Special Presidential Task Force
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on Reconciliation in Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the University of
Amsterdam. Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri Lankan peace
process to then President Kumaratunga. He has served as an advisor with
Ambassador rank at the Sri Lanka Mission to the United Nations in New York
and prior to that he was an advisor on International Security to the Rocke-
feller Foundation. He is an expert on issues pertaining to conflict, multicul-
turalism and democracy, and has authored multiple works on these topics.
He is a founding board member of the Laksham Kadirgamar Institute for
Strategic Studies and International Relations, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Bélimii'nde misafir Profesér olarak g6-
revyapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet baskanina baris sirecii¢in danismanlik yap-
mustir. Danismanlik gérevini hala siirdiirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlari arasinda
catisma, cokkiiltirlilik, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram Manikkalin-
gam, Sri Lanka'daki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Calismalar ve Uluslararasi
fliskiler Enstitiisii'niin kurucu lyesi ve yénetim kurulu tyesidir.

BEJAN MATUR

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She has pub-
lished ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing she focuses mainly on
Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue, minority issues, prison literature and
women'’s rights. She has won several literary prizes and her work has been
translated into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the Diyar-
bakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the Daily Zaman,
and occasionally for the English version, Today’s Zaman.

Tiirkiye'nin énde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alaninda
yayimlanmis 10 kitabi bulunmaktadir. 2012 yilinin basina kadar yazdigi dizenli
kbse yazilarinda Kiirt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, giindelik siyaset, azinlik sorun-
lar1, cezaevi yazilari ve kadin sorunu gibi konulari islemistir. Yapitlari 28 dedisik
dile gevrilen Matur, ¢ok sayida edebiyat 6diilii sahibidir. Diyarbakir Kiiltir ve
Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Baskanhgi gérevinde bulunmustur.

Prof. MONICA MCWILLIAMS

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Justice Insti-
tute at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She currently serves on a
three-person panel established by the Northern Ireland government to
make recommendations on the disbandment of paramilitary organisa-

tions in Northern Ireland. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof.
McWilliams co-founded the Northern Ireland Women's Coalition political
party and was elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations,
which took place in 1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a mem-
ber of the Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003. Prof.
McWilliams is a signatory of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and has
chaired the Implementation Committee on Human Rights on behalf of the
British and Irish governments. For her role in delivering the peace agree-
ment in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one recipient of the John F.
Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesi'ndeki Gecis Dénemi Adaleti Ensti-
tisti’'ne bagl Kadin Calismalari Bélimi‘'nde égretim lyesidir. 2005- 2011 yillari
arasinda Kuzey irlanda insan Haklari Komisyonu Komiseri olarak Kuzey irlanda
Haklar Beyannamesi igin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu olarak gorev yap-
mistir. Kuzey irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucularindan olan Prof. McWil-
liams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirli Cuma) Baris Anlasmasi'nin imzalanmasiyla
sonuglanan Gok Partili Baris Gértismeleri'nde yer almistir.

HANNE MELFALD

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
eight years including as the Senior Adviser to the Secretariat of the For-
eign Minister of Norway before she became a Project Manager in HD's Eur-
asia office in 2015. She previously worked for the United Nations for six
years including two years with the United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan as Special Assistant to the Special Representative of the Sec-
retary-General. She has also worked for the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Nepal and Geneva, as well as for the
Norwegian Refugee Council and the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration.
Melfald has a degree in International Relations from the University of Ber-
gen and the University of California, Santa Barbara, as well as a Master’s
degree in Political Science from the University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, basdanismanlik dahil olmak (zere 8 yil boyunca Norveg Disis-
leri Bakanligi biinyesinde gesitli gorevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yilindan itibaren
insani Diyalog igin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde Proje Miidiirii ola-
rak ¢calismaya baslamistir. Gegmiste Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde gérev al-
mig, bu gérevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis Milletler’in Afganistan Yardim
Misyonunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel Temsilcisi olarak g6rev yapmistir. Ayrica
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Birlesmis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi biinyesinde bulunan Nepal insani Yar-
dim Koordinasyon Ofisinde de gbrev almigtir. Bir donem Norveg¢ Siginmacilar
Konseyi ve Norveg Gécmenlik isleri Miidiirliigiinde ¢calisan Hanna Melfald Nor-
ve¢’in Bergen ve ABD'nin Kaliforniya Universitelerinde aldigi Uluslararast iliski-
ler egitimini Olso Universitesinde aldigi Siyaset Bilimi yiiksek lisans egitimiyle
tamamlamistir.

ROELF MEYER

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace processes having
advised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, Burundi, Iraq, Koso-
vo, the Basque Region, Guyana, Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar, and South Su-
dan. Meyer’s experience in international peace processes stems from his
involvement in the settlement of the South African conflict in which he was
the government’s chief negotiator in constitutional negotiations with the
ANC's chief negotiator and current South African President, Cyril Ramapho-
sa. Negotiating the end of apartheid and paving the way for South Africa’s
first democratic elections in 1994, Meyer continued his post as Minister of
Constitutional Affairs in the Cabinet of the new President, Nelson Mandela.
Meyer retired as a Member of Parliament and as the Gauteng leader of the
National Party in 1996 and co-founded the United Democratic Movement
(UDM) political party the following year. Retiring from politics in 2000, Mey-
er has since held anumber of international positions, including membership
of the Strategy Committee of the Project on Justice in Times of Transition
at Harvard University.

Roelf Meyer, Giiney Afrika'daki baris siirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti adina
basmiizakereci olarak gérev yapmistir. 0 dénem Afrika Ulusal Kongresi (ANC)
adina basmiizakereci olarak gérev yapan ve su an Giiney Afrika devlet baskani
olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte ytirtittigli mizakereler sonrasinda Giiney Af-
rika'daki irk¢i apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994 yilinda Ulkedeki ilk 6zgdir
secimlerin yapilmasi saglanmistir. Yapilan se¢im sonrasi yeni devlet baskani
segilen Nelson Mandela kurdudu ilk hiikiimette Roelf Meyer'e Anayasal iliski-
lerden Sorumlu Bakan olarak gérev vermistir. Roelf Meyer 2011-2014 yillari ara-
sinda Giiney Afrika Savunma Dederlendirme Komitesine baskanlik yapmis, ayni
zamanda aktif olan bazi baris siireglerine dahil olarak Kuzey irlanda, Sri Lanka,
Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova, Bask Bdlgesi, Guyana, Bolivya, Kenya, Mada-
gaskar ve Giiney Sudan'da ¢atisan taraflara danismanlik yapmistir.

MARK MULLER QC

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street Chambers (London)
and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates (Edinburgh) where he specialises in
public international law and human rights. Muller is also currently on the UN
Department of Political Affairs Standby Team of Mediation Experts and is
the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian peace talks. He has many years’
experience of advising numerous international bodies, such as Humanitar-
ian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-Mediate (London) on conflict resolution,
mediation, confidence-building, ceasefires, power-sharing, humanitarian
law, constitution-making and dialogue processes. Muller also co-founded
Beyond Borders and the Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Biirosu’na ve Edin-
burgdaki isko¢ Avukatlar Birligine bagh olarak ¢alisan tecriibeli bir hukukgudur.
Uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve insan haklari hukuku alaninda uzman olan Muller,
Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi gesitli gatisma alanlarinda uzun seneler ¢a-
tisma ¢ézlimi, arabuluculuk, ¢atismasizlik ve iktidar paylasimi konusunda danig-
manlik hizmeti vermistir. 2005den bu yana insani Diyalog icin Merkez (Centre for
Humanitarian Dialogue), Catisma Otesi(Beyond Borders) ve Inter Mediate (Arabu-
lucu)isimli kurumlara kidemli danismanlik yapmaktadir. Harvard Hukuk Fakdiltesi
liyesi olan Muller bir dénem ingiltere ve Galler Barosu insan Haklari Komisyonu
baskanligi ve Barolar Konseyi Hukukun Ustiinliigii Birimi baskanligi gérevlerini de
ylritmdstir. Kdltirel diyalog yoluyla barigi ve uluslararasi anlayigi tesvik etme
amaciyla iskogya'da kurulan Sinirlar Otesi(Beyond Borders)isimli olusumun kuru-
cusu olan Muller halen BM Siyasal iliskiler Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Des-
tek Ekibinde Kidemli Arabuluculuk Uzmani olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

AVNi 0ZGUREL

Mehmet Avni Ozgiirel is a Turkish journalist, author and screenwriter. Having
worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sabah and Radikal, Ozgiirel is cur-
rently the editor in chief of the daily Yeni Birlik and a TV programmer at TRT
Haber. He is the screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish film, Zincirbozan, on the 1980
Turkish coup d‘état, Sultan Avrupa'da (2009), on Sultan Abdiilaziz's 1867 trip to
Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010): Késem Sultan, on Késem Sultan. He is also the
screenwriter and producer of 2014 Turkish film, Darbe (Coup), on the February
07, 2012 Turkish intelligence crisis. In 2013 he was appointed a member of the
Wise Persons Committee in Turkey established by then Prime Minister Erdogan.
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Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgiirel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal
gibi cesitli gazetelerde haber miidiirliigii ve kése yazarhgi yapti. 2013 yilinda
Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti Hiiklimeti tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve ¢éziim siireci
kapsaminda olusturulan Akil insanlar Heyeti tiyesidir. 1980 darbesini konu eden
belgesel film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdiilaziz'in 1867de Avrupa‘ya yaptigi
yolculugu konu eden Sultan Avrupa‘’da (2009), Mahpeyker: Késem Sultan (2010)
ve 7 Subat Milli istihbarat Teskilati (MiT) operasyonunun anlatildigi “Darbe”
filmleri senaristligini ve yapimeiligini iistlendigi projeler arasindadir. Ozgiirel,
su anda Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi ve genel yayin yénetmenidir. Ayrica TRT
Haber'de program yapmaktadir.

Prof. JOHN PACKER

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Director of the
Human Rights Research and Education Centre (HRREC) at the University of
Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer has worked for inter-governmental organi-
sations for over 20 years, including in Geneva for the UN High Commission-
er for Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and for the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004, Prof. Packer served as
Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of the Office of the 0SCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities in The Hague. In 2012-2014, Prof. Packer
was a Constitutions and Process Design Expert on the United Nation’s Stand-
by Team of Mediation Experts attached to the Department of Political Affairs,
advising in numerous peace processes and political transitions around the
world focusing on conflict prevention and resolution, diversity management,
constitutional and legal reform, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanada'da Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde dogent ve
insan Haklari Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Research and Edu-
cation Centre) middrdddr. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler Yiiksek Komi-
serligi, Uluslararasi Calisma Grglitii ve BM insan Haklari Yiiksek Komiserligi gibi
Cenevre'de bulunan hiikiimetler arasi 6rgiitlerde ¢alismigtir. 1995'ten 2004
kadar Lahey'de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danismani, ardindan da Ulusal Azinliklar
Yiiksek Komiserligi birinci miidiri olarak gérev almistir. 2012-2014 yillarinda
Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar Ekibi siyasi iliskiler biriminde Anayasa ve
Stireglerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer aldi. Dinyadaki birgok baris siireci ve
siyasi gecisler konusunda danismanlik yapan Pecker, ¢atisma énleme ve ¢6zii-
mdi, gesitlilik yonetimi, anayasa ve hukuk reformlari ve insan haklari korumasi-
na odaklanmstir.

JONATHAN POWELL

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate, an NGO devoted
to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014, Powell was appointed by
former Prime Minister David Cameron to be the UK's Special Envoy to Libya.
He also served as Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from 1995 to 1997
and again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997 to 2007. Prior
to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British Government’s
chief negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and played a key part
in leading the peace negotiations and its implementation.

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asya‘da yasanan ¢atismalarin ¢oziimii (izerine ¢a-
lisan ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlesik Krallik merkezli
Inter Mediate’in kurucusudur ve icra Kurulu Baskanidir. 2014 yilinda Birlesik
Krallik Basbakani David Cameron tarafindan Libya konusunda Ozel Temsilci
olarak atanmustir. 1995-2007 yillari arasinda Birlesik Krallik eski Bagbakani
Tony Blair kabinesinde Basbakanlik Personel Daire Baskanligi gérevinde bulun-
mus, 1997 yilindan itibaren Kuzey irlanda sorununun ¢6ziimii igin yapilan gériis-
melere Britanya adina bagmiizakereci olarak katilmigtir. 1978-79 yillar1 arasin-
da BBC ve Granada TV i¢in gazeteci olarak ¢alismis, 1979-1994 yillari arasinda
ise Britanya adina diplomatlik yapmistir.

Sir KIERAN PRENDERGAST

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served as the Un-
der-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the United Nations from 1997 to
2005 and as High Commissioner to Kenya from 1992 to 1995 and to Zimbabwe
from 1989 to 1992. During his time at the UN, Prendergast stressed the human
rights violations and ethnic cleansing that occurred during the War in Darfur
and was involved in the 2004 Cyprus reunification negotiations. Since his retire-
ment from the UN, he has conducted research at the Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs (United States) and is a member of the Advisory Coun-
cil of Independent Diplomat (United States). Prendergast also holds a number of
positions, including Chairman of the Anglo-Turkish Society, a Trustee of the Beit
Trust, and Senior Adviser at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Disisleri Bakanlidi biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tiirkiye, israil,
Hollanda, Kenya ve ABDde diplomat olarak ¢alismistir. Birlesik Krallik Disisleri
ve Milletler Toplulugu Birosu’nun (Foreign and Commonwealth Office) Gliney
Afrika'daki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen birimine baskan-

.w,
79 W
L 4



4T
B 80
L 4

lik etmistir. Bir dénem BM Siyasal iliskiler Biriminde Miistesar olarak ¢alismis,
BM Genel Sekreteri‘'nin Baris ve Glivenlik konulu y6netim kurulu toplantilarinin
diizenleyiciligini yapmug, Afganistan, Burundi, Kibris, Demokratik Kongo Cum-
huriyeti, Dogu Timor gibi bélgelerde baris gabalarina dahil olmustur.

RAJESH RAI

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of expertise includ-
ing human rights law, immigration and asylum law, and public law. He has
been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (London) since 2015 and has also been a
Director of an AIM-listed investment company where he led their renewable
energy portfolio. Rai is a frequent lecturer on a wide variety of legal issues,
including immigration and asylum law and freedom of experience (Bar of
Armenia), minority linguistic rights (European Parliament), and women'’s
and children’s rights in areas of conflict (cross-border conference to NGOs
working in Kurdish regions). He is also Founder Director of HIC, a communi-
ty centred NGO based in Cameroon.

1993 yilinda ingiltere ve Galler Barosu'na kaydolmustur. insan Haklari Hukuku,
Gdéemenlik ve Siginma Hakki hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel uzmanlik alanla-
ridir. Kamerun'daki HIC isimli sivil toplum 6rgiiti ile Uganda‘’daki Human Ener-
gy isimli sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dénem The Joint Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants-JCWI-(Gégmenlerin Refahi igin Ortak Konsey) direktérligni yap-
mistir. Basta ingiltere ve Galler Barosu insan Haklari Komisyonu adina olmak
tizere uluslararasi alanda 6zellikle Avrupa, Asya, Afrika, ABD ve Hindistanda
cok cesitli hukuki konular (izerine seminerler ve dersler vermistir.

Sir DAVID REDDAWAY

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as Chief
Executive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London. During his
previous career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, he served as
Ambassador to Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador to Ireland (2006-2009),
High Commissioner to Canada (2003-2006), UK Special Representative
for Afghanistan (2002), and Charge d'Affaires in Iran (1990-1993). His other
assignments were to Argentina, India, Spain, and Iran, where he was first
posted during the Iranian Revolution.

Halen cesitli 6zel sirket ve (niversitelere danisman, yoénetim kurulu (yesi ve
konsiiltasyon uzmani olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yilinin Ocak ayindan bu

yana Londra Universitesi biinyesindeki Goldsmith Koleji'nde Konsey iiyesi ve
Goldsmith sirketinde ydnetici katip olarak gérev yapmaya baslamistir. Bir d6-
nem Birlesik Krallik adina Tiirkiye ve irlanda Cumhuriyeti Biiyiikelcisi olarak
gorev yapan Reddaway bu gérevinden énce Birlesik Krallik adina Kanada'da
Yiiksek Misyon Temsilcisi, Afganistanda Gzel Temsilci, iranda ise Diplomatik
temsilci olarak gérevyapmistir. Bu gérevlerinin yani sira ispanya, Arjantin, ve
Hindistan'da diplomatik gorevler tstlenmistir.

Prof. NAOMI ROHT-ARRIAZA

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of Law at the
Hastings College of Law, University of California (San Francisco) and is
renowned globally for her expertise in transitional justice, international
human rights law, and international humanitarian law. She has extensive
knowledge of, and experience in, post-conflict proceduresin Latin America
and Africa. Roht-Arriaza has contributed to the defence of human rights
through legal and social counselling, her position as academic chair, and
her published academic works.

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin San Francisco sehrindeki
UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda 6gretim Gyesi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, insan Haklari ihlalleri, Uluslararasi Ceza Huku-
ku ve Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlari gibi konular uzmanlik alanina girmektedir.

AHMET MUMTAZ TAYLAN

Ahmet Miimtaz Taylan is a well-known Turkish actor and director. He grad-
uated from the Hacettepe University State Conservatory of Theater’s De-
partment. He also worked at the Diyarbakir State Theatre from 1989 to 1993.
He later worked in theatres with Roberto Cioli and Der Ruhr in Germany from
1993 to 1994. Since then, he has been in a number of dramas alongside Yucel
Erten. Herose to the rank of general secretary of Devlet Tiyatrolar Sanatglar
Dernegi, or DETS (Association of State Theater Artists), which he held un-
til 2006. He also appeared in a number of well-known films. He starred in
Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s film “Once Upon A Time In Anatolia,” which earned the
Cannes Film Festival's highest honour, the Golden Pam. At the 15" Golden
Ball Film Festival in 2007, Talan won the Film Writers’ Association Award for
Best Supporting Actor for his role in Inan Temelkuran’s “Made in Europe”.
In addition, in 2002, he received the Ismet Kiintay Award for Best Director
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for the play “Misafir”. In 2018, he won the “Best Actor in Drama” award at the
23rd Sadri Alisik Theater & Film Awards.

Ahmet Miimtaz Taylan genis ¢apta taninmis bir Tiirk aktér ve direkt6rddr. Ha-
cettepe Universitesi Devlet Konservatuari Tiyatro Bélimi'nden mezun oldu.
1989-1993 yillari arasinda Diyarbakir Devlet Tiyatrosu’nda da ¢aligti. 1993-1994
yillari arasinda Almanya‘da Roberto Cioli ve Der Ruhr ile tiyatrolarda ¢aligti. Y-
cel Ertenile birlikte bir¢ok dramada rol aldi. 2006 yilina kadar yiiriittiigii Devlet
Tiyatrolar Sanatglar Dernedi'nin (DETS) genel sekreterligine kadar yiikseldi.
Birgok taninmis filmde rol alan Talan, Nuri Bilge Ceylan’in Cannes Film Festiva-
Ii'nin en biyiik onur édiili olan Golden Pam’i kazanan “Bir Zamanlar Anadoluda”
adli filminde rol aldi. Talan, 2007 yilinda 15. Altin Top Film Festivali'nde inan Te-
melkuran’in “Made in Europe” filmindeki roliiyle Film Yazarlari Dernegi En lyi
Yardimei Erkek Oyuncu Gdiili'nii kazandi. Ayrica 2002 yilinda “Misafir” oyunuyla
ismet Kiintay En lyi Yonetmen Odiili'ni aldi. 2018 yilinda 23. Sadri Alisik Tiyatro
& Film Odiilleri'nde “Drama Dalinda En lyi Erkek Oyuncu” édiiliinii kazandi.

Dr. MEHMET UFUK URAS

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal Greens and the
Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of the Greens and the Equality
and Democracy Party. He was previously a former leader of the now-defunct
University Lecturers’ Union (Ogretim Elemanlari Sendikasi) and was elected
the chairman of Freedom and Solidarity Party in 1996. Ufuk resigned from
the leadership after the 2002 general election. Ufuk ran a successful cam-
paign as a “common candidate of the Left", standing on the independents’
ticket, backed by Kurdish-based Democratic Society Party and several left-
wing, environmentalist and pro-peace groups in the 2007 general election.
He resigned from the Freedom and Solidarity Party on 19 June 2009. After the
Democratic Society Party was dissolved in December 2009, he joined forc-
es with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the Peace and Democracy Party group.
On 25 November 2012, he became a co-founder and member of social liberal
Greens and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of the Greens
and the Equality and Democracy Party. Ufuk is a member of the Dialogue
Group and is the writer of several books on Turkish politics.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras istanbul Universitesi iktisat Fakiiltesinde lisans, yiiksek
lisans ve doktora 6grenimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletvekili segilene kadar
istanbul Universitesi iktisat Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler Bé-
liimd’'nde yardimci dogent doktor olarak gérev yapmistir. 22 Temmuz 2007 ge-

nel segimlerinde istanbul 1. Bélge'den bagimsiz milletvekili adayi olmustur. Se-
cimlerin sonucunda %3,85 oraniyla yani 81.486 oy alarak istanbul 1. Bélge'den
bagimsiz milletvekili olarak 23. dénem meclisine girmistir. Segimler 6ncesinde
liderliginden ayrildigi Ozgiirliik ve Dayamisma Partisi (0DP) Genel baskanlgi-
na 11 Subat 2008de yapilan 5. Olagan Kongresi'ni takiben geri dénmdistir. 17
Haziran 2009 tarihinde, partinin dar grupgu bir anlayisa kaydigi diisiincesi ve
sol siyasetin daha genis bir yelpazeye ulagsmasi iddiasiyla bir grup arkadasiyla
Ozqiirlik ve Dayanisma Partisinden istifa etmistir. 0DPden ayrilisiyla birlikte
Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi kurulus stirecine katilmistir. DTP'nin 19 kigiye diisip
grupsuz kalmasindan sonra, Kiirt sorununun parlamentoda ¢éziilmesi gerekti-
gini savunarak Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP) grubuna katilmistir. Ufuk Uras,
secim stirecinde, kurulus ¢agdrisini yaptigi Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi'ne lye
olmustur. 25 Kasim 2012'de kurulan Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisinin kurucula-
rindandir ve ayni zamanda PM tyesidir. Uras’in gok sayidaki yayinlari arasinda
“ODP Soylesileri”, “ideolojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist Arastirmalari Destek Odii-
1t), “Sezgiciligin Sonu mu?”, “Baska Bir Siyaset Mimkiin“, “Kurtulus Savasinda
Sol”, “Siyaset Yazilari” ve “Alternatif Siyaset Arayislari” “Sokaktan Parlamento-
ya” “S6z Meclisten Digari” ve "Meclis Notlari” adli kitaplari da bulunmaktadir.

Prof. Dr. SEVTAP YOKUS

Professor Dr Sevtap Yokus is a Law Faculty Member at istanbul Altinbas
University in the Department of Constitutional Law. She holds a PhD in Pub-
lic Law from the Faculty of Law, Istanbul University, awarded in 1995 for her
thesis which assessed the state of emergency regime in Turkey with ref-
erence to the European Convention on Human Rights. She is a widely pub-
lished expert in the areas of Constitutional Law and Human Rights and has
multiple years’ experience of working as a university lecturer at undergrad-
uate, postgraduate and doctoral level. She also has experience of working
as a lawyer in the European Court of Human Rights.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus istanbul Altinbas Universitesi Anayasa Hukuku Anabi-
lim Dali 6§retim Gyesidir. istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Kamu Hukuku
Doktora Programi biinyesinde basladigi doktorasini “Avrupa insan Haklari S6z-
lesmesi'nin Tiirkiye'de Olagandisti Hal Rejimine Etkisi” baslikl tezle 1995 yilin-
da tamamlamistir. Akademik gdrevi sirasinda lisans, yliksek lisans ve doktora
asamasinda dersler veren Prof. Dr. Yokus ézellikle Anayasa Hukuku ve insan
haklari Hukuk alaninda uzmanlasmistir. Ayrica Avrupa insan Haklari Mahkeme-
si'ne bagvuruda pratik avukatlik deneyimi de bulunmaktadir.
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