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FOREWORD

This report was prepared for DPI by columnist, writer and political commentator, Ali
Bayramoglu. In this report, Bayramoglu analyses the new political equilibrium in Tur-
key after the 2023 presidential and parliamentary elections and explores possible
new opportunities for conflict resolution concerning the Kurdish Issue. Bayramoglu
describes the current political climate in Turkey as pulled between two ideals: the
idea of a strong state and political leader, and the restoration of democracy with-
in Turkey. These divergent ideals align with the cultural and political identities that
shape Turkey’s political landscape and are highly associated with the nationalism
that increasingly characterises Turkish politics. All of this serves to affect the elec-
torates’ perception of the political situation. As such, the government operates with
a certain style of politics which encourages the maintenance of a powerful state. The
opposition in response therefore has had to adopt a political attitude that promotes
the idea of a democratic restoration. The 2023 election results consequently pro-
duced a political atmosphere that created despair in the opposition and bolstered the
ruling party, as the electorate had accepted their trinity of conservatism, national-
ism, and authoritarianism. Bayramoglu examines the opposition’s reaction to this de-
feat, and their strategy to survive after the elections, as well as Erdogan’s continued
strengthening of his grip on power. While the results of a reinforced AK Party do not
necessarily affect the government’s Kurdish policy and they also push the Kurdish
movement away from building strong relationships with the opposition, and towards
the strengthening of its own autonomy and space.

The opinions expressed in the report are those of the writer, and do not reflect the
official position of DPI. This report is part of a larger project developed by DPI, titled
‘Forging Pathways to Peace and Democracy in Turkey’, which are supported by the

Norwegian, Swiss and Irish governments.

Kerim Yildiz

Chief Executive Officer
Democratic Progress Institute

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

ONS0Z

Bu rapor, koge yazari, yazar ve siyasi yorumcu Ali Bayramoglu tarafindan DPI igin
hazirlanmistir. Bayramoglu, raporda 2023 cumhurbaskanligi ve genel segimler son-
rasinda Turkiye’deki yeni siyasi dengeleri, Kiirt Meselesi’nin ¢dziimi igin olustur-
duklari firsatlara odaklanarak ele aliyor. Bayramoglu, Tirkiye’deki mevcut siyasi ik-
limin iki anlayis arasinda sikistigini anlatiyor: Glcli bir devlet ve siyasi lider anlayisi
ile Turkiye’de demokrasinin yeniden tesisi ideali. Bu farkli anlayislar, Turkiye’nin si-
yasi iklimini sekillendiren kiltiirel ve siyasi kimliklerle paralel bir bicimde ve giderek
artan bir milletcilik dalgasinin etkisiyle sekilleniyor. Bayramoglu’na gore bu olgular,
se¢menlerin siyasi duruma iligkin algisini etkilemeye hizmet ediyor. Bu nedenle
hiikiimet, gligli devlet anlayiginin siirdiiriilmesini tesvik eden bir siyaset tarziyla
faaliyet gosterirken, muhalefet demokrasinin yeniden tesisi idealini destekleyen bir
siyasi tutum benimsemek zorunda kaldi. 2023 secim sonuglari, se¢gmenlerin muha-
fazakarlik, milliyetcilik ve otoriterlik li¢listini kabul etmesi nedeniyle muhalefette
umutsuzluk yaratan ve iktidara gli¢ veren bir siyasi atmosfer yaratti. Bayramoglu,
muhalefetin bu yenilgiye verdigi tepkiyi, segcim sonrasi hayatta kalma stratejisini
ve Erdogan’in iktidardaki hakimiyetini gliclendirmeye devam etmesini inceliyor. Se-
¢im sonuglari hiikiimetin Kiirt politikasini glincel kosullar icinde etkilemezken, Kiirt
hareketini muhalefetle gli¢li iliskiler kurmaktan uzaklastirarak kendi 6zerkligini ve

alanini gliglendirmeye dogru itmektedir.

Bu raporda ifade edilen fikir ve goriisler yazarlara ait olup ve DPI’In resmi pozisyo-
nunu yansitmaz. Rapor, DPI tarafindan gelistirilen ve Norveg, isvigre ve irlanda hii-
kiimetleri tarafindan desteklenen “Tiirkiye’de Baris ve Demokrasiye Giden Yollarin

Olusturulmasi” bashkli daha genis bir programin parcasidir.

Kerim Yildiz

[cra Kurulu Baskani
Demokratik Geligsim Enstitiisii
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INTRODUCTION

The term “new political balances” is, without a doubt, occasioned by the fact that
this assessment will address the renewed and changing balances of Turkish
political life in terms of political and social aspects, and the Kurdish question

within this framework.
How should we define the new political equilibrium?

The critical point in this respect is the 2023 presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions. It may be said that the elections have two dimensions in terms of their
impact on the political-social structure. The first is the macro-political balances
produced by the election results and the new dynamics they signal; the second

is their impact on society and the political arena.

After elaborating on these issues and making some observations about the spirit
of the times (in the first part), the report will move on to analyse the political
arena (in the second part), presenting the post-election strategies and develop-
ments of individual political parties, the opposition and the government, and
answering the question of what kind of political equilibrium these have led to.
Finally (in the third part) we will turn to the Kurdish issue, its actors and the
new conditions surrounding them. We will conclude the report by looking at

what kind of opportunities these present for conflict resolution.

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

GIRIS

Yeni siyasi dengeler tabiri, siiphesiz, bu degerlendirmenin, siyasal, toplumsal
bakimindan Tiirk siyasi hayatinin tazelenen ve degisen dengelerini ve bu ger-

cevede Kiirt sorununu ele alacak olmasindan kaynaklaniyor.
Yeni siyasi dengeleri nasil tanimlamali?

Bu bakimdan kritik nokta 2023 cumhurbagkanligi ve parlamento segimleri-
dir. Secimlerin siyasal-toplumsal yaps iizerine etkileri bakimindan iki boyutu
oldugu soylenebilir. Bunlardan, ilki secim sonuglarimnin trettigi makro siyasi
dengeler ve isaret ettigi yeni dinamikler; ikincisi ise bu sonuglarin toplum ve

siyasi arena tizerindeki etkileridir.

Raporda bu hususlarin tizerinde durduktan, (ilk béliimde) bir anlamda zama-
nin ruhuyla ilgili kimi tespitler yaptiktan sonra (ikinci boliimde) siyasi arena-
nin analizine gegegiz, tek tek siyasi partilerin, muhalefetin ve iktidarin se¢im
sonrasi stratejilerin ve yasadiklar1 gelismeleri ortaya koyup bunlarin nasil bir
siyasi dengeye yol acgtig1 sorusunu yamitlayacagiz. En nihayet (tigtincii bélim-
de) Kiirt meselesine, aktorlerine ve onlar1 kusatan yeni kosullara yonelecegiz.
Bunlarin gatisma ¢6ziimii bakimindan ne tiir imkanlar sunduguna bakarak

raporu noktalayacagiz.

YENI SIYASi DENGELER VE CATISMA GOZUMU IMKANLARI
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|. DEEP TRACES OF THE 2023 ELECTIONS
AND THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES

Elections, with their preliminary climate, campaign and results, have had the
function of lifting the veil over the social and political fabric. These can be cate-

gorized under two headings.

1.1. Divergences

The elections demonstrated that Turkish society is divided between two differ-
ent political tendencies. It must be said that this political divergence overlaps
significantly with the country’s ancient cultural fractures. The results, especially
the voting map, show that the main bodies of the divisions are mainly com-
posed of conservative versus secular, as well as (a separate category) Kurdish
groups. Kurdish tendencies in the east and southeast, secular identity tenden-
cies in the west and south coasts, conservative identity tendencies in the north
and central regions and the corresponding traditional voter behaviours are

clearly prominent.

However, while expressing this, it is important to underline the following point.
Although ancient cultural ruptures almost always constitute the ground for so-
cial and political differentiation, the forms they take and the sensitivities they
highlight vary from one period to another. When the recent elections are eval-
uated from this perspective, we can talk about a shift in political behaviour,
expectations and motives from culture to politics, from micro to macro, or the
consolidation of an ongoing shift. As of today, the ancient cultural identities
that constitute the main ground nourish different political visions, expectations

of political order, and ideal forms of society, rather than wars of culture and

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

. 2023 SECIMLERININ DERINDEKI IZLERI
VE ZAMANIN RUHU

Secimlerin, 6n iklimi, kampanyasi ve sonuglariyla toplumsal ve siyasal
doku tizerinden bir ortiiyti kaldiran islevi olmustur. Bunlar: iki baslik al-

tinda toplamak miimkiin.

1.1. Aynsmalar

Secimler Tiirkiye toplumunun iki farkli siyasi egilim arasinda boliinmdiis
oldugunu gosterdi. Bu siyasi farklilasmanin tilkenin kadim kiiltiirel ki-
rilmalariyla 6nemli 6lgtide ortiistiiglinti soylemek gerekir. Ortaya ¢ikan
sonuglar, 6zellikle oy haritasi, ayrigsmalardaki ana govdeleri esasen muha-
fazakar, sekiiler, (ayr1 bir kategori olarak) Kiirdi gruplarin meydana getir-
digini gosteriyor. Dogu ve giineydoguda Kiirdi egilim, bat1 ve giiney ki-
yilarinda sekiiler, kuzey ve orta bolgelerde muhafazakar kimlik egilimleri
ile bunlara tekabtil eden geleneksel se¢men davranislar bariz bir sekilde

one cikt1.

Ancak, bunlar: ifade ederken, su hususun altin1 da 6nemle ¢izmek ge-
rekir. Kadim kiiltiirel kirilmalar, hemen her zaman toplumsal ve siyasal
farklilasmalarinin zemini olusturmakla birlikte, aldiklar1 bigimler ve one
cikardiklar: hassasiyetlerle bir donemden diger doneme degiskenlik tagir-
lar. Son secimler bu acidan degerlendirildiginde siyasal davranis, beklenti
ve giidiilerde kiiltiirden siyasala, mikrodan makroya dogru bir kaymadan
ya da yasanmakta olan bir kaymanin pekismesinden s6z edilebilir. Ana
zemini olusturan kadim kiiltiirel kimlikler, bugtin itibariyle kiiltiir ve ya-

sam bic¢imi savaslarindan ¢ok, birbirinden farkli siyasi tasavvurlari, siyasi

YENI SIYASi DENGELER VE CATISMA GOZUMU IMKANLARI
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lifestyle, and social energy is driven to these points. As a matter of fact, the
sensitivity on the modern front is relatively shaped and politicized around arbi-
trariness, conservative identity and one-man hegemony, rather than threats to
the secular way of life. In the conservative segment, the umbrella of cultural-re-
ligious belonging seems to have been replaced by the politics and hegemony
of national identity. In proportion to this shift (or within the framework made
possible by this shift), there are tensions between antagonistic identities, as well
as reformist-conservative-secularist or nationalist-conservative type rapproche-
ments and political imagination-centred reverse pairings both at the level of
power and the electorate. These alliances or intermediate structures determine
the spirit of the times as much as cultural contrasts and emphasize the impor-

tance of the political factor in divergences.
The parties to the divergence can be defined as follows:

On the one hand, there are the social reflections and social support (in terms of
outlook and horizon) of the political power or the political bloc in power. The
political ideal and expectations in this bloc are based on the triad of “strong po-

Vai a7

litical will/leader”, “strong state”, “identity between politics and the state”; the state
is seen as the prime mover, and the ideal order is defined by elements such as
unity of powers, majoritarianism, and a uniform society. The main body of this
camp was largely composed of the conservative-nationalist right-wing masses,
and nationalists also took part in this front. The ruling alliance, which upholds
the “hegemony of native civilization” as a vision of the future, both reinforces and

represents this pillar.

The other bloc was formed by those who gathered around the idea and average
of “democratic restoration”. Although the restoration of the separation of powers
and the functioning of the institutional-rational system were the main unifying
demands, the common political sensibility on this front was essentially based
on the objection to the existing order and the expectation of a departure from
populism and the one-man regime, rather than a new story. It was largely com-

posed of secular groups, Kurds, Alevis and, to a lesser extent, reformist conserv-

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

diizen beklentilerini, ideal toplum formlarini beslemekte, toplumsal ener-
ji bu noktalara stirtiklenmektedir. Nitekim, modern cephede 6ne ¢ikan
hassasiyet, gorece olarak, laik yasam bi¢imine yonelik tehditlerden ¢ok,
keyfilik, muhafazakar kimlik ve tek adam hegemonyas: etrafinda sekil-
lenmekte ve siyasallagsmaktadir. Muhafazakar kesimde ise, kiilttirel-din-
dar aidiyet semsiyesi yerini milli kimlik siyaset ve hegemonya birakmig
goriinmektedir. Bu kayma oraninda (veya bu kaymanin mimkiin kildig:
gercevede) antagonist kimlikler arasinda gerginlikler yaninda hem ikti-
dar diizeyinde hem se¢men bazinda, reformist muhafazakar-sekiiler veya
ulusalci-muhafazakar tiirii yakinlagmalar, siyasi tasavvur merkezli ters
eslesmeler yasanmaktadir. Bu ittifaklar veya ara yapilar zamanin ruhunu,
en az kiiltlirel zithiklar kadar belirlemekte, ayrismalarda siyasi faktoriin

Onemine vurgu yapmaktadir.
Ayrigsmanin taraflari s6yle tanimlanabilir:

Bir yanda, siyasi iktidarin veya iktidardaki siyasi blogun (bakis ve ufuk
olarak) toplumsal akisleri, toplumsal destek halleri bulunmaktadir. Bu
blokta siyasi ideal ve beklenti. “giiclii siyasi irade/lider”, “gii¢lii devlet”, “si-
yaset-devlet 0zdegligi” ticliisii tizerine oturmakta, devlet asli tasiyic1 olarak
goriilmekte, ideal diizen kuvvetler birligi, cogunlukgu sistem, tiirdes top-
lum gibi unsurlarla tanimlanmaktadir. Bu cenahin ana gévdesini 6nemli
6lctide muhafazakar-milliyetci sag kitleler olusturmus, ulusalcilar kesim-
ler de bu cephede yer almustir. “Yerli medeniyet hegemonyasini” bir gelecek

tasavvuru olarak hikayelestiren iktidar ittifaki bu ayagi hem pekistirmek-

te hem temsil etmektedir.

Diger blok “demokratik restorasyon” fikri ve ortalamasi etrafinda toplanan
kesimlerce olusturuldu. Kuvvetler ayriliginin tesisi ve kurumsal-rasyonel
sistem isleyisi birlestirici ana talepler olarak 6ne ¢iksa da, bu cephede or-
tak siyasi hassasiyet, esasen yeni bir hikayeden ¢ok, mevcut diizene y6-
nelik itiraz, poptilizmden ve tek adam rejiminden ¢ikis beklentisi tizerine

oturuyordu. Bu cenahta, 6nemli ¢lgtide sekiiler gruplar, Kiirtler, Aleviler

YENI SIYASi DENGELER VE CATISMA GOZUMU IMKANLARI
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atives. They were mainly represented by opposition political parties that came
together, or rather, were able to come together around the “idea of return and

restoration”, far from a “founding and constitutive political imagination”.

I.2. Intersections

In addition to these divergences, the 2023 elections also provided important in-
sights into the points of intersection between social groups in terms of political
sentiment. These are especially critical in terms of referring to the spirit of the

times and the prevailing political climate.

Dominant wave: Nationalisms

Let’s start with the concrete dimensions of intersections. These are respectively

as follows:
1. The total objection to the presence of migrants at all levels of society.

2. The overlapping of Turkish nationalism and Kemalism (with the dimen-
sion of nationalism) in the surveys, highlighting nationalism as the leading

political preference.
3. The prioritization and politicization of the idea of security.

4. The repercussions of the “contract of Turkishness” or the idea of a Kurd-
ish-free political arena in society and its introverting/isolating consequenc-

es in the Kurdish sphere.

To put forth these developments more conceptually, the most important point
of intersection is the tendency of society and communities to centre on them-
selves as an undercurrent, regardless of the discourse. The ideas of “independ-
ence”, “global power”, “national power”, “uniqueness”, “us”, which take different
forms in each sociological group and even manifest in different demands, are
the main bearer of this tendency. In this framework, the main common politi-
cal value is an encompassing sense of “self” or “nationality”. This is a wave of

emotion that simultaneously includes the protection of borders, identity and

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

ve kismen reformist muhafazakarlar yer aldilar. Esas olarak, “kurucu bir
siyasi tasavourdan” uzak, “geri doniis ve restorasyon fikri” etrafinda bir araya

gelen, (“gelebilen”) muhalif siyasi partiler tarafindan temsil edildiler.

1.2. Kesismeler

Bu ayrigmalar yaninda 2023 segimleri toplumsal gruplar arasindaki siyasi
hissiyat bakimindan kesisme noktalariyla ilgili de 6nemli fikirler vermis-
tir. Bunlar, 6zellikle zamanin ruhuna, hakim siyasi iklime génderme yap-

mak bakimindan kritik 6nemdedir.

Hakim dalga: Milliyetgilikler
Kesismelerin somut boyutlariyla baslayalim. Bunlar sirasiyla soyledir.

1. Gég¢menlerin varligina toplumun her katmaninda yapilan topyekun
itiraz;

2. Arastirmalarda Tiirk milliyet¢iligi ve Ataturkgiliigiin (milliyetgilik
boyutuyla) iist tiste oturarak milliyet¢iligi 6nde gelen siyasi tercih ola-

rak 6ne ¢ikarmasi.
3. Giivenlik fikrinin 6nem kazanarak siyasallasmasi.

4. Turkliik sozlesmesinin ya da Kiirtsiiz siyaset arenasi fikrinin top-

lumdaki akisleri ve Kiirdi alanda i¢e kapanmac: sonuglar:

Bu gelismeleri daha kavramsal bir sekilde ifade gerekirse, en 6nemli ke-
sisme noktasi, soylemi ne olursa olsun, bir dip akinti olarak, toplumun,
topluluklarin kendisini merkez alma egilimidir. Her sosyolojik grupta
farkli bigimler alan, hatta farkli taleplerle tezahiir eden, “bagimsizlik”,
“qlobal gii¢”, “milli gii¢”, “kendine haslik”, “biz” fikirleri bu egilimin ana
tasiyicisidir. Bu gercevede temel ortak siyasi deger, kusatic1 bir “kendilik”
veya “millilik” duygusudur. Bu, simir, kimlik, kiltiir koruma ile bunlarin
alanini genigletme arayisini ayni anda iceren veya tehdit endiseleri ile bii-

ylime-basari-genisleme iddialarimi birbirine yakinlastiran, giindeme ge-

YENI SIYASi DENGELER VE CATISMA GOZUMU IMKANLARI
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culture and the quest to expand their space, or that brings threat concerns and
claims of growth-success-expansion closer together. The common concept that
this picture points to is essentially nationalism. In this context, nationalism does
not correspond to a nationalist movement or a harsh, dominant, extreme po-
litical attitude. On a scale ranging from national belonging to nationalism, a
state or wave of politicization of national feeling would be a more accurate ex-
pression.! Several characteristics of this wave of “nationalism” should be taken
into account in terms of the undercurrents of the political climate. First of all,
this motley wave is a mix of conservative-secular groups, which, on the whole,
prioritizes the issue of “security and us” and establishes a limiting but not com-
pletely exclusionary relationship with elements such as democracy, the ballot

box and human rights.

Nationalist waves, even when manifested in a partisan manner, carry within
them a supra-political quality, implying a transcendent political quest. It can be
assumed that this is one of the important commonalities of the common wave
in question, and that the rise of nationalism points to an attitude that transcends
political parties, in this sense supra-political and non-partisan. The rise of this
sentiment as a political tidal wave can be considered as a new state of politiciza-
tion based on political fatigue, crises of values and institutions, changes in the
hierarchies of political values at the global level, and the prominence of the will

and power factor.

The bearer of this politicization is also important. The state or state-like struc-
tures encourage a state of social perception and attribution that substitutes poli-
tics or becomes the bearer of politics. This conception, on the other hand, brings
to mind strong possibilities regarding the gateways to the idea of the state and

the identity between politics and the state. This situation, which may seem par-

(1) Arecently published study to which | contributed recently concluded the following: Ataturkism, in its recent period and
ascendancy, appears to be a form of nationalism, a version of the nationalist wave, rather than a separate dominant wave
(with a kind of return to the founding days of the republic). Ataturkism injects the nationalist bloc with a softer stance,
emotionally and politically, based on space, culture, belonging and national state borders.

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

tiren bir duygu dalgasidir. Bu tablonun isaret ettigi ortak kavram esas
olarak milliyetciliktir. Milliyetciligin bu ¢ergevede, bir milliyetci harekete,
sert, baskin, asr1 bir siyasal tavra tekabiil etmedigini soylemek gerekir.
Milli aidiyetten milliyetgilige uzanan bir skalada milli duygu siyasallas-
mast hali veya dalgas1 daha dogru bir ifade olacaktir.! Bu tiir “milliyet¢ilik”
dalgasinin birkag 6zelligini, siyasi iklimin dip akintilar1 bakimdan dikka-
te almak gerekir. Her seyden 6nce bu karma dalga, muhafazakar-sekiiler
gruplar karmasidir, biitiinii itibariyle, “giivenlik ve biz” meselesini 6ne al-
makta, demokrasi, sandik, insan haklar1 gibi unsurlarla sinirlayici ancak

tam dislayici bir iliski kurmamaktadair.

Milliyetci dalgalar, partizan bir sekilde tezahiir etseler bile, i¢inde siya-
set listli bir nitelik tasir, agkin bir siyasi arayisi ima ederler. S6z konusu
ortak dalganin 6nemli ortak noktalarindan birisinin bu oldugu, milliyet-
cilik ytikselmesinin siyasi partileri asan, bu anlamda siyaset tistii, parti-
zanlik Gtesi bir tutuma isaret ettigi varsayilabilir. Bu duygunun siyasi bir
dip dalga olarak yiikselisi, siyasi yorgunluk, deger-kurum krizleri, global
diizeyde siyasi deger hiyerarsilerinde yasanan degisimlerle irade ve gii¢
faktoriiniin 6ne ¢ikmas: tizerinden, yeni bir siyasallagma hali olarak ele

alinabilir.

Bu siyasallasmanin tasiyicisi da 6nemlidir. Devlet veya devletimsi yapi-
lar, siyaseti ikame eden veya siyasetin tasiyicisi haline doéntisen toplum-
sal alg1 ve atif halini tegvik etmektedir. Bu tasavvur ise, devlet fikrine,
siyaset-devlet 6zdesligine acilan kapilarla ilgili kuvvetli ihtimalleri akla
getirmektedir. Farkli egilimleri ayn1 anda kusatmasi itibariyle ilk bakista
paradoksal gelebilecek bu durumun kendi i¢inde bir biittinliigii ve anlam

vardir. Bu anlam, rasyonel veya otoriter devlet, milli devlet veya milli-

(1) Yakinlarda katkida bulundugum heniiz yayinlamis arastirmada, bu konuda su sonuglari ortaya koymustur: Atatiirkguliik,
son dénem ve yasadig tirmanis itibariyle, hakim ayn bir dalga olmaktan ok (cumhuriyetin kurulus giinlerine bir tir geri
doniisle) milliyetgiligin bir tiirti, milliyetci dalganin bir versiyonu olarak tezahiir etmektedir. Atatiirkguliik, milliyetci bloga,
duygu alani ve siyasi bakimdan daha yumusak, alan, kiiltiir, aidiyet ve milli devlet sinirlarina dayanan yumusak durus
enjeksiyonu yapmaktadir.
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adoxical at first glance as it encompasses different tendencies at the same time,
has a unity and meaning in itself. This meaning is the crowning of a certain style
of politics through the state, which varies according to political tendency, such
as the rational or authoritarian state, the national state or the nationalist state. To
repeat, it points to a situation in which the distinction between politics and the
state has partially blurred in the common imagination, the power-state relation-
ship has come to the fore, and the tendency to embrace the state and its policies
has increased, apart from objections to the style of governance. For those who
support the government, this is the state-politics understanding that the future
envisioning points to. In the opposition, on the other hand, the political attitude,
which is based on eliminating the undesirable, is constructed on the idea of ra-

tional state construction and restoration.

The winds of the individual

In recent years, several factors seem to have profoundly affected the “subject”
tendency of the Turkish electorate’s perception of politics. This tendency is the
replacement of the formal, programmatic, society-politics relations-based un-
derstanding of politics with an individual and leader-centred view (except for

DEM, HUDA-PAR, and partially YRP and ZP voters).

This tendency, which emphasizes “strong political will”, “relationship between po-
litical attitude and leader”, and “person and personal characteristics” in voter be-
haviour, is based on the shifts in the political value-importance system at the
global level, as mentioned earlier, a model of success (moves that put Turkey
on the global power arena) that Erdogan-type opponents based on strong and
personal policies take for granted, and most importantly, the presidential sys-
tem of government, which was established with the political and constitutional
changes between 2014 and 2017, which left political power in the hands of a

single person.

This trend should not be confused with the tradition of strong leaders in the
country’s political culture; it should be noted that it goes beyond that. While in
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yetci devlet gibi siyasi egilime gore degisen ama esasen devlet tizerinden
belli bir siyaset tarzinin taglandirilmasidir. Tekrar etmek gerekirse, ortak
tasavvurda siyaset-devlet ayriminin kismen siliklestigi, gii¢c-devlet iliski-
sinin 6ne ¢ikt1g1, yonetim tarzi itirazlar1 disinda, devlete ve politikalarina
sahip ¢ikma egiliminin arttig1 bir hale isaret etmektedir. Tktidar1 destek-
leyen kesimlerde gelecek tasavvurunun isaret ettigi boyle devlet-siyaset
anlayigidir. Muhalif kesimlerde ise, istenmeyeni bertaraf etmeye endesk-
li siyasi tutumun, rasyonel devlet insas1 ve restorasyonu fikri iizerinden

kurgulanmaktadir.

Sahis rlizgari

Son yillarda birkag faktor, Tiirkiye se¢cmeninin siyaset algisindaki “dzne”
egilimini oldukga derinden etkilemis goriintiyor. Bu egilim, 6rgiin, prog-
ramatik, toplum-siyaset iliskilerine dayanan siyaset anlayisinin yerini,
(DEM, HUDA-PAR, kismen de YRP ve ZP secmeni disinda), sahis ve lider

merkezli bir bakisa birakmasidir.

Secmen davranisinda “giiclii siyasi irade”yi, “siyasi tavir ve lider iliskisi”ni,
“sahis ve sahsi ozellikleri” 6ne ¢ikaran bu egilimin temelinde, daha 6nce de
soylendigi lizere global diizeyde siyasi deger-6nem sistemindeki yer de-
gistirmeler, Erdogan tipi kuvvetli ve sahsi politikalara dayali muhalifle-
rinin de kendileri i¢in veri aldig1 bir bagsar1 modeli (Ttirkiye'ye global gii¢
arenasina ¢ikaran hamleler) ve en 6nemlisi, 2014-2017 tarihleri arasinda
yasanan siyasal ve anayasal degisikliklerle yerlesen, siyasi giicii tek kisiye
birakan cumhurbaskanlig: hiikiimet sistemi yatmaktadur.

Bu egilimi, tilke siyasi kiiltiirtindeki kuvvetli lider gelenegiyle karistir-
mamak ve onun 6tesine gectigini 6zellikle belirtmek gerekir. Yerlesik ge-
lenekte kuvvetli lider/program/ideoloji sdylem bir biitiin olustururken,
son donem egiliminde sahis, sahsi 6zellikler, popiilizan bir goriintii 6ne
¢ikmaya baglamigtir. Sahsin siyaset kurucu, hatta toplum kurucu 6zellik-

lerine yatirim, bu cercevede gii¢ ve siyasi seferberlik tanimi devreye gir-
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the established tradition, a strong leader, program and ideology constituted a
whole of discourse, in the recent trend, the individual, personal characteristics
and a populist image have come to the fore. Investing in the politics-forming
and even society-forming characteristics of the individual, the definition of
power and political mobilization has come into play within this framework,
this development has come to symbolize the encounter and opposition between
“the individual” and “formal politics”, and the individual has begun to be handled

within a framework that substitutes and represents the vision of the future.

The run-up to the 2023 elections can be defined as a moment when this ten-
dency became the most visible and decisive for the electorate, when expecta-
tions, concerns, fears and hopes were carried by individuals. Research, obser-
vations and the functioning of the system reveal that Erdogan’s name expresses
an identification with the nation and politics, a state of power that substitutes
institutions, and a conception of representation in which intermediate layers,
institutions and categories are eclipsed in the eyes of the masses supporting the
government. A similar wind of individuals blew in the ranks of the opposition,
and rather than the program prepared by the “Table of Six”, the questions of who
would be the candidates, which candidate could win the elections, and the idea
of the future implied by the personalities of the candidates came to the fore.
The failure of opposition parties to go beyond the proposal of political resto-
ration, their inability to overcome the limits of the system and their ideological
codes, and their inability to adapt to developments in the country and globally
in terms of policy development are the reasons that encourage this tendency. As
a matter of fact, even today, the main reason for the loss of the elections in the

opposition is widely believed to be a “wrong and weak candidate”.
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mis, bu gelisme “sahis” ile “orgiin siyaset” karsilasmasi, zitlagmasini sim-
geler hale gelmis, sahis gelecek tasavvurunu ikame eden, temsil eden bir

cercevede ele alinmaya baslamistir.

2023 secgimleri 6ncesi, segmen bakimindan bu egilimin en goériiniir ve be-
lirleyici hale geldigi, beklentileri, endigeleri, korkulari, umutlar1 kisilerin
tasidigr bir an olarak tamimlanabilir. Erdogan isminin iktidar1 destekle-
yen kitlelerde, millet ve siyasetle 6zdesligi, kurumlar1 ikame eden bir giig
halini, ara katman, kurum ve kategorilerin devre dig1 kaldig: bir temsil
tasavvurunu ifade ettigi, gerek arastirmalar gerek gozlemler gerek sistem
isleyisinin ortaya koydugu bir veridir. Benzer bir sahis riizgar1 muhale-
fet saflarinda da esmis, “Altili Masa”nin hazirladigi programdan ¢ok kimi
aday yapacag, hangi adayin segimleri kazanabilecegi, adaylarin kisilikle-
riyle ima ettikleri gelecek fikri éne ¢ikmistir. Muhalif partilerin siyasette
restorasyon Onerisinin Gtesine ge¢cmeyisleri, sistem sinirlari ve ideolojik
kodlarin1 asamamalarsi, tilkedeki ve global diizeydeki gelismelere politika
gelistirme bakimindan uyum saglayamamalarini, bu egilimi tesvik eden
nedenler olarak karsimiza ¢ikiyor. Nitekim bugiin dahi muhalif kesimler-
de segimlerin kaybedilmesinin temel nedeni olarak “yanlis ve gii¢siiz aday”

kanaati egemendir.
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Il. SOCIETY AND POLITICS BETWEEN
TWO ELECTIONS

Turkey is again preparing for a new election. The 2024 local government elec-
tions to be held on March 31% will be the last link in the chain of 2023-2024
elections. The importance of these elections lies not only in who will run the
municipal services, but also in their political significance, whether they will
confirm the results of the general elections, whether the CHP will be able to
hold Istanbul. A repeated success of the AK Party, the People’s Alliance and
Erdogan, for example a win in the Istanbul elections, would reinforce the
mood underlined above. If the opposite happens, if the opposition’s resist-
ance exceeds certain limits, if Imamoglu wins Istanbul, if there is a general
breakthrough, there may be a possibility of reshuffling the cards in terms of
social psychology. The local elections are also important for the survival of
some small political parties that entered parliament as a result of an alliance.
While some political parties are on the rise, it is quite possible that others may

disappear.

2.1. Society and its political strata

In which situation and political climate will political actors and voter groups
participate in this election? In other words, from a social and political point of
view, how should the effects of the 2023 elections on society and politics, and its

possible repercussions on March 2024 be evaluated?

The 2023 elections had a more profound impact on Turkey’s political mood than
any other election result. Before the elections, except for the last few days, the

expectations and conditioning of the opposition was based on the assumption
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I1. IKi SECIM ARASINDA TOPLUM VE SIYASET

Tiirkiye tekrar yeni bir secime hazirlaniyor. 31 Mart tarihinde yapilacak
2024 yerel yonetim segimleri, 2023-2024 se¢imler zincirinin son halkasi-
n1 olusturacak. Bu se¢imlerin 6nemi, belediye hizmetlerini kimin yone-
tecegini kadar, genel segim sonuglarini teyit edip etmeyecegi, Istanbul’u
CHP’nin elinde tutup tutamayacagi, bunlarin tasiyacag siyasi anlamdan
olusuyor. AK Parti, Cumhur ittifaki ve Erdogan’in tekrarlanacak bir baga-
ris1, 6rnegin Istanbul secimlerini kazanmalari yukarida altini gizdigimiz
ruh halini iyice pekistirecektir. Tersi olur, muhalefetin direnci belli sinir-
lar1 gegerse, Istanbul’u Imamoglu alir, genel bir cikis yakalanirsa, toplum-
sal psikoloji bakimindan kartlarin yeniden karilma ihtimali s6z konusu
olabilir. Yerel secimlerin, meclise ittifak sonucu giren kimi kiigiik siyasi
partilerin var olma meselesi bakimindan da énemi bulunuyor. Kimi siyasi
partiler yiikselme yasarken, kimilerinin yok olmas1 pek ala miimkiin go-

rintyor

2.1. Toplum ve siyasi katmanlari

Siyasi aktorler ve se¢men gruplar1 bu se¢ime hangi durumda ve siyasi ik-
limde katilacaklar? Diger bir ifadeyle toplumsal ve siyasal bakimdan 2023
se¢imlerinin toplum ve siyaset tizerindeki etkileri, bunun Mart 2024’e

muhtemel yansimalari nasil degerlendirilmeli?

2023 segimleri Tiirkiye'nin siyasi ruh hali tizerinde herhangi bir se¢im so-
nucundan daha derin etkiler yaratti. Muhalif kesimde se¢im 6ncesi, son

giinler harig, beklenti ve kogullanma, iktidar degisikligi varsayimu tizerin-
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of a change of power. The economic crisis, the damage to the government, the
opposition parties coming together as a “democracy and restoration front” despite
some problems of compromise, which is a rarity in Turkish political history, and
the support of the HDP, a Kurdish political party with a voter support of around
10 percent, had led the opposition, whose main goal was to put an end to Er-
dogan’s rule, to gain the psychological upper hand for the first time in years.

However, the election results turned out the opposite.

Compared to expectations, this created a “shock” for the opposition and a “con-

fidence boost” for the ruling party.
The shock led to various consequences.

The first result was chronic despair, loss of self-confidence and low political

motivation among the opposition, hence “a relative distancing from party politics”.

The second result can be said to be the perception of politics at the voter level.
Repeated elections and referendums with the same outcome have started to
reduce politics and the political game to an electoral contest, to the extent that
it has become hollowed out and tied to the question of “who wins”. The flow
based on discourse and image campaigns, which reduces politics to elections
and elections to alliances and periodic bargains, has begun to feed the triangle
of “politics-election-non-politics”.

On the ruling side, there has been a surge of self-confidence that can be de-
scribed as the acceptance of the trinity of conservatism, nationalism and au-
thoritarianism as the natural socio-political state of affairs. As a result, forced
acceptance and anxiety on the one side and self-confidence and enthusiasm on
the other have essentially headed in the same direction: A disciplined society
based on a strong political will/political leader and an authoritarian/national-
ist model of politics began to be seen as the new and natural path for Turkey in

the current conjuncture.

This dual situation can be considered as a crisis of representative democracy
specific to Turkey “in terms of the meaning given”. What is happening is in line

with, and encouraged by, the discussion of nationalisms and the fetish of indi-
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den yasanmisti. Ekonomik kriz, iktidarin 6rselenmesi, muhalif partilerin
Tiirkiye siyasi tarihinde nadir gériilen bigimde, kimi uzlasma sorunlarina
ragmen “demokrasi ve restorasyon cephesi” olusturup bir araya gelmeleri,
yiizde 10 civarinda se¢men giicii olan Kiirt siyasi partisi HDP'nin destegi-
ni almalari, yillar sonra ilk kez esas hedefi Erdogan iktidarina son vermek
olan muhalefetin psikolojik tistiinliigii ele gecirmesine yol agmisti. Ne var

ki, se¢im sonuglari tersi bir istikamette tecelli etti.

Bu durum beklentilere oranla muhalif kesimde bir “sok”, iktidar kesimde

bir “6zgiiven katlanmas:” etkisi yaratti.
Sok, cesitli sonuglara yol agt.
Tk sonug, muhalif kesimde umutsuzlugun kroniklesmesi, 6zgiiven kayb1

ve siyasi motivasyon diistikltigti, dolayisiyla, “partisel siyasette gorece me-
safe hali” oldu.

Tkinci sonucun yine secmen diizeyinde siyasete yonelik algida yasandig
soylenebilir. Sik tekrarlanan, ayni sonucu veren se¢im ve referandumlar,
siyaseti ve siyasi oyunu, secim yarigmasina indirgemeye, bu oranda igini
bosaltmaya, “kazanan” sorusuna endekslenmeye basladi. Siyaseti secime,
secimi ittifaklara ve dénemsel pazarlhiklara indirgeyen, séylem ve imaj
kampanyalarina dayanan akis, “siyaset-secim-siyasetsizlik” tiggenini besle-

meye basladi.

iktidar tarafinda ise muhafazakarlik, milliyetcilik, otoriterlik ticliistiniin
iyiden iyiye dogal toplumsal-siyasal hal olarak kabul gérmesi olarak ifade
edilebilecek bir 6zgtiven yiikselmesi yasandi. Sonugcta, bir tarafta zorunlu
kabul ve endise, diger tarafta 6zgiiven ve cosku esasen ayni istikamete
yoneldiler: Giiglii siyasi irade/siyasi lider endeksli disiplinli toplum, oto-
riter /milliyet¢i siyaset modeli Tiirkiye'nin mevcut konjonktiirde yeni ve

dogal yolu goriilmeye basladi.

Bu ikili durum “verilen anlam bakimindan” temsili demokrasinin Tiirki-
ye’ye has krizi olarak ele alinabilir. Yasananlar, bir 6nceki boliimde ele

alinan milliyetcilikler ve sahis fetisi bahsiyle de uyumludur, onlar tara-
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viduals in the previous section. Indeed, in the 2023 elections, the government’s
emphasis on a strong state and the opposition’s claim of state restoration rein-

forced the triangle described above.

2.2. Politics: Opposition parties

There is no doubt that a serious consequence of the elections was the shake-up,
or more precisely the “state of political crisis” that emerged in the opposition
political parties. This crisis has been and is being experienced in some parties
as fading away or ceasing to be the subject of hope, in others as severe internal
political shaking and disintegration/shrinkage, and yet in others as a change of

leaders and management staff based on content-free discourse politics.

The most important consequence of the shake-up is that the opposition alliance,
which was considered a historic coalition before the elections, has come to an
end. The fact that there was a state of disintegration in the opposition in the face
of the continuation of the ruling alliance is perhaps an important consequence
of the election results, of the failure. In addition, the manner in which political
parties broke away from the alliance was an indication of a state of political
flight in the opposition. As a matter of fact, some political parties have explicitly
or implicitly blamed the failure on the Nation Alliance, the loss of their specific
weight within the alliance, the alliance’s choice of candidates and the cultural
baggage of their allies, instead of evaluating the failure on their own deficient
politics. The main factor that cost the opposition the elections was the lack of
politics, or the lack of political imagination, constitutive politics and a vision of
the future, which emerged as the most important element of the post-election
crisis and even began to deepen rapidly. Politics in the opposition parties quick-
ly became about narrow power struggles and possible tactical moves. As a mat-
ter of fact, the post-election period witnessed that, with minor exceptions such
as the HDP and the DEVA Party, the political strategic readings of the elections,
the country, politics and society were thoroughly shelved in the opposition par-

ties. No one was willing to relate the election results to the political trends of the
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findan da tesvik edilmektedir. Nitekim 2023 segimlerinde iktidarin giig-
lii devlet vurgusuyla, muhalefetin devlet restorasyonu iddiasiyla siyaset

yapmis, yukarida tanimlanan tiggeni pekistirmislerdir.

2.2. Siyaset: Muhalif partiler

Secimlerin agir bir sonucunun mubhalif siyasi partilerde ortaya ¢ikan sar-
sinti, daha dogrusu “siyasete dair kriz hali” olduguna hi¢ stiphe yok. Bu
kriz, kimi partilerde siliklesme veya umut 6znesi olmaktan ¢ikma, diger-
lerinde agir i¢ politik sarsilma ve dagilma/kiigiilme, bir bagkasinda ige-
riksiz s6ylem siyasetine dayali lider ve yonetim kadrosu degisimi olarak

yasand1 ve yasaniyor.

Sarsintinin en énemli sonucu, se¢im dncesi tarihi koalisyon olarak deger-
lendirilen muhalif ittifakin sona ermis olmasidir. iktidar ittifakinin siir-
mesi kargisinda, muhalefette bir ayrisma halinin yasanmasi, se¢im sonug-
larinin, bagarisizligin belki 6nemli bir sonucudur. Bunun yaninda, siyasi
partilerin ittifaktan kopus sekli, muhalefette siyasetten kagis halinin bir
gostergesi olmustur. Nitekim kimi siyasi partiler acik bigimde, ima yoluy-
la bagarisizlig1 kendi eksik siyasetleri tizerinden degerlendirmek yerine,
faturay1 Millet ittifaki'na, ittifak icinde 6zgiil agirliklarinin kaybolmasina,
ittifakin aday tercihine ve miittefiklerinin kiiltiirel bagajina baglamislar-
dir. Muhalefete segimleri kaybettiren asli faktor olan siyasetsizlik mese-
lesi veya siyasi tahayytil, kurucu siyaset ve gelecek tasavvuru eksikligi
se¢im sonrasinda yasanan krizin de en ¢énemli unsuru olarak karsimiza
gikti, hatta hizla derinlesmeye bagladi. Muhalif partilerde siyaset hizla
dar alanda iktidar miicadeleleri ve muhtemel taktik hamlelerin tizerinden
seyreder hale geldi. Nitekim se¢im sonras1 donem, HDP ve DEVA Partisi
gibi kiigiik istisnalar hari¢, muhalif partilerde, secimlere, iilkeye, siyasete,
topluma dair siyasi stratejik okumalarin iyice rafa kaldirildigina taniklik
yapti. Se¢im sonuglarini tilkenin ve toplumun siyasi egilimleriyle iligki-

lendirmeye veya bunca kriz ve ¢okiintii iddiasina ragmen Erdogan’in ve
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country and society, or to explain how Erdogan and the People’s Alliance got
so many votes despite all the claims of crisis and collapse. The electoral defeat
was reduced to the government'’s arbitrary use of power, candidates and indi-
viduals, tactical moves and shortcomings in organizational activities. Another
striking feature is that the flight from politics feeds the tendency towards per-
sonality and individualism. What happened in the two main political parties

of the national alliance, the reaction to the defeat, was leader-person centred.

CHP

The reaction to the CHP’s electoral defeat among the organization and the
grassroots led to a rapid change of leadership. However, this did not go be-
yond a person-based change. More precisely, the defeat was used as an occasion
for internal party power struggles in the name of “change”. As a matter of fact,
Kiligdaroglu was declared solely responsible for the failure in terms of person
and image, and the political renewal was locked in the search for a new leader
and person. A two-axis criticism of Kiligdaroglu quickly emerged in CHP or-
ganizations and the electorate. The defeat was attributed to Kiligdaroglu’s weak
candidacy and his insistence on running despite this. At the same time, the CHP
leader was also criticized as being politically incompetent in the party leader-
ship. Some accused him of deviating from Ataturkism, while others accused
him of being slow and cautious in his political moves. It was in this climate that
the party decided to go to a congress. The discussions and criticisms during the
congress process were of a similar nature. They did not have a political-pro-
grammatic-ideological character. The public did not witness an evaluation of
the election results, the weaknesses of the party’s policies in the current national
and world conditions or the direction it should take within the CHP. The crit-
icism was based on Kiligdaroglu’s failure based on his personal qualities and
style, while the recommendations were based on the personal strength and im-
age of new leadership candidates such as fmamoglu (and Ozel), their potential

ability to win elections and their personal mobilization skills. At the congress,
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Cumbhur Ittifaki'nin bunca oyu nasil aldigini izah etmeye yanasan olmadi.
Secim yenilgisi, iktidarin keyfi gii¢ kullanimina, adaylar-kisilere, taktik
hamlelere ve 6rgiit faaliyetlerindeki eksikliklere indirgendi. Dikkat ¢eken
diger bir 6zellik, siyasetten kacisin, kisi ve sahsilik egilimini beslemesidir.
Millet ittifakinin iki asli siyasi partisinde yasananlar, yenilgiye kars: veri-

len tepki, lider-sahis merkezli oldu.

CHP

CHP’de secim yenilgisinin teskilat ve tabanda yarattig: tepki hizli bir yo-
netim degisikligine yol acti. Ancak bu durum, kisi bazli bir degisimin ote-
sine ge¢gmedi. Daha keskin bir ifadeyle yenilgi “degisim” ad1 atinda parti
ici iktidar kavgalarina vesile kilindi. Nitekim Kiligdaroglu, sahis ve imaj
olarak basarisizligin tek sorumlusu ilan edildi ve siyaset tazelenmesi yeni
lider ve kisi arayisina kilitlendi. CHP tegkilatlarinda ve se¢men kitlesinde
hizla iki eksenli Kiligdaroglu elestirisi bas gosterdi. Yenilgi Kiligdarog-
lu'nun zayif aday olmasina, buna ragmen adayliktaki i1srarina baglandi.
Bunun yaninda CHP liderinin parti yonetiminde de siyasetten yetersiz ol-
dugu iddiasi ortaya atild1. Kimileri tarafindan Atatiirkgiiliikten sapmakla,
kimilerince siyasi hamleler konusunda tutuk ve temkinli olmakla sugladu.
Siyasi parti bu iklimde kurultaya gitme karar1 aldi. Kurultay siirecinde
de tartisma ve elestiriler benzer nitelikte oldu. Siyasi-programatik-ideolo-
jik bir nitelik tagimadilar. Kamuoyu CHP biinyesinde se¢im sonuglarinin,
mevcut iilke ve diinya kosullarinda partinin siyasetinin zayif taraflarinin
veya gitmesi gereken istikametin degerlendirmesine tanik olamadi. Eles-
tiriler Kiligdaroglu'nun sahsi 6zellikleri ve tarzina dayali basarisizligy,
oneriler ise Imamoglu (ve Ozel) gibi yeni lider adaylarinin sahsi giicii ve
imaji, muhtemel se¢im kazandirma kabiliyeti ve kisisel seferberlik yete-
neklerine dayanarak yapildi. Kurultay’da eskiyi temsil eden Kiligdaroglu,
yeniyi temsil eden Ozel ve Imamoglu karsisinda ciddi bir yenilgi aldu.

Siyaset eksikligi ikliminin kurultaydan sonra da stirdiigii belirtmek gere-
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Kiligdaroglu, representing the old, suffered a serious defeat at the hands of Ozel
and Imamoglu, representing the new. It should be noted that the climate of lack
of politics continued after the congress. The politics of discourse, the increase in
self-confidence in rhetoric, the escalation of the dose of sparring with Erdogan,
the moves to demand Kurdish votes without entering the political arena on the
Kurdish issue could not go beyond the appearance of a “political animation”.
As a matter of fact, in terms of voting rates, the change of administration does
not seem to have created any excitement or even an impact on the electorate.
The CHP, which received 25.8 percent of the vote in the 2013 elections, has a
potential vote share of 22 percent in December and 23.5 percent in January and

February following the congress, according to PANORAMATR's recent polling.

It must be said that the CHP did not experience any new developments in terms
of internal politics in the new period. The centralized selection of mayoral can-
didates faced criticism for representing the new administration’s quest for in-
ternal party strengthening and expansion as much as election preparations. In
this respect, it can be said that the CHP’s chronic disease has flared up. This
disease is essentially an anomaly that bases politics not on competition with
other parties but on the struggle for power within the party. In this framework,
politics is the name given to the activity of expanding one’s private sphere with-
in the group, party or community to which one belongs, of moving up the hier-
archy ladder of the group. It opens the gates of benefit, reputation and power,

and fosters a depoliticization of the social imaginary.

The period of the CHP’s new leadership does not point to a state of polit-
ical progress; on the contrary, it suggests a relative regression. Although
Kiligdaroglu was not a charismatic and engaging leader, he was a leader who
endeavoured to overcome the culture wars that the country was going through
and tried to transform the CHP from a party of “secular identity” confined to
a narrow ideological space. The “Table of Six” alliance, which he founded and
coordinated, and the political alliance between the right and the left centred
on democracy over identities, was one of the few examples of their kind in the

country. It cannot be said that the new CHP leadership has surmounted this
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kir. S6ylem siyaseti, hitabette 6zgiiven artisi, Erdogan’la atisma dozunun
ytikseltilmesi, Kiirt meselesinde siyasi sahaya girmeden atmadan Kiirt
oylarini talep etme hamleleri “siyasi bir animasyon” goriintiisiiniin 6tesine
gecemedi. Nitekim oy oranlar1 bakimindan yénetim degisikligi segmende
bir heyecan, hatta akis yaratmis goriinmiiyor. 2013 se¢imlerinde yiizde
25,8 oy alan CHP, PANORAMATR'nin giindem ¢alismalarina gore, kurul-
tay1 takip eden Aralik ayinda ytizde 22, Ocak ve Subat aylarinda yiizde
23,5 potansiyel oya sahip durumda.

CHP’de yeni donemde i¢ siyaset bakimindan da yeni bir gelisme yasan-
madigini séylemek gerekir. Belediye bagkan adaylarinin merkezden belir-
lenmesi, se¢im hazirlig1 kadar, yeni yénetimin parti ici giiclenme ve yayil-
ma arayisini da temsil etme elestirisiyle kars: karsiya kaldi. Bu bakimdan
CHP’nin kronik hastaliginin alevlendigi sdylenebilir. Bu hastalik, esas ola-
rak, siyaseti, diger partilerle rekabete degil, parti i¢i iktidar miicadelesine
dayandiran bir anomali halidir. Bu gergevede, siyaset, ait olunan grup,
parti, topluluk iginde, kisinin 6zel alanin1 genisletmesi, grubun hiyerarsi
merdiveninde yukarilara dogru ¢ikmasi faaliyetine verilen isimdir. Fayda,
itibar, gii¢ kapilarina agilir ve toplumsal tasavvura dair bir siyasetsizlik

besler.

CHP’nin yeni yonetimi dénemi, siyaset bakindan bir ilerleme haline isaret
etmedigi gibi, tersine gorece bir gerilemeyi de akla getirmektedir. Kiligda-
roglu karizmatik ve siirtikleyici bir lider tipi olmamakla birlikte, tilkenin
yasadig: kiiltiir savaslarin1 asma konusunda ¢aba gosteren, CHP’yi dar
ideolojik alana hapsolmus bir “laik kimlik” partisi olmaktan ¢ikarmaya
calisan bir liderdi. Kuruculugu ve koordinatoérltigti yaptigr “Altili Masa”
ittifaki da, sag ve sol arasinda kimlikler tistii demokrasi merkezli bir si-
yasi birliktelik de, bu konuda tilkede az goriilen 6rneklerinden birisiy-
di. CHP’de yeni y6netimin bu siyaseti heniiz astig1 sdylenemez. Nasil bir
istikamet tutturacagini, se¢im sonuglarindan nasil etkilenecegini zaman

gosterecektir. Bu raporun yazildig1 giinlerde Istanbul segimlerine dogru
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politics yet. Time will tell what direction it will take and how it will be affected
by the election results. At the time this report was written, Imamoglu was 5.5
points ahead of Kurum in the Istanbul elections. The fact that the CHP’s victo-
ry in Istanbul will produce results that will feed into politics is also something

to be considered.

THE IYI PARTY

The IYI Party is one of the political parties experiencing a severe political cri-
sis. The IYI Party began to experience internal tremors immediately after the
elections. Aksener blamed her electoral defeat on her electoral alliance, the
concessions she made to her allies regarding the “presidential candidate”, the
cowardice of the people she proposed as candidates and some incompatible
voices within the party. She quickly emphasized the “strong leader” and initi-
ated some purges. Then, she closed the doors to the idea of an alliance in the
local government elections and started polemics with her former allies, which
led to a flurry of resignations and even a state of dissolution within the IYI
Party. In essence, the post-election chaos and political crisis began to merge
with the pre-election apolitical state. Before the elections, the IYI Party was
trying to move forward with a policy of daily positions that did not engage
in politics other than “objecting to the Kurdish issue and relations with the HDP”
and the efforts for Imamoglu or Yavas to be the presidential candidate, try-
ing to substitute strategic politics with the leader’s oratorical power, personal
history and stories, and staying away from proposing solutions to problems.
With the post-election shocks, as this attitude no longer resonated, it began
to move away from its claim to fill the political centre in the eyes of the elec-
torate. Today, the vote potential of the I'YI Party, which received 9.7 percent
of the vote in the elections, has declined to 5.5 percent as measured by public
opinion polls. The adventure of the IYI Party, which was once attributed with
meaning, which was a hope, which attracted urbanites, women, some CHP

and MHP supporters, is a clear and sharp result of the political crisis.
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Imamoglu, Kurum4un 5,5 puan 6niinde seyrediyordu. CHP'nin Istanbul
galibiyetinin, siyaseti besleyecek sonuglar tiretmesi de diisiintilmesi gere-

ken bir husustur.

IYI PARTI

Siyaset krizinin agir yasandig: siyasi partilerden birisi de 1YI Parti’dir.
Y1 Parti’de i¢ sarsintilar secimlerden hemen sonra yasamaya basladi. Ak-
sener, sandik yenilgisini, yaptig1 se¢im ittifakina, “cumhurbaskan: aday:”
konusunda miittefiklerine verdigi tavizlere, adaylik onerdigi kisilerin
korkakligina ve parti i¢cindeki bazi uyumsuz seslere baglayan bir tutum
aldi. Hizla “giiglii lider” vurgusunu 6ne ¢ikardi ve kimi tasfiyelere giristi.
Ardindan yerel yonetim secimlerinde ittifak fikrine kapilar1 kapadi, eski
miittefikleriyle polemiklere basladi ve bunlar IYI Parti’de bir istifa furya-
sina, hatta bir ¢oztilme haline yol ac¢ti. Esasen, se¢im sonrasi kaos ve si-
yaset krizi ile segim &ncesi siyasetsizlik hali birlesmeye basladi. IYI Parti,
secim oncesi “Kiirt meselesi ve HDP'yle iliskilere itiraz” ve Imamoglu veya
Yavas'in cumhurbagkani aday1 olmasi ¢abalar: disinda siyaset yapmayan,
liderin hitabet giicti, kisisel tarihi ve dykiileriyle stratejik siyaseti ikame
etmeye calisan, sorunlara iligskin ¢6ziim onerilerinden uzak duran giin-
likk pozisyon politikasiyla yol almaya caliyordu. Se¢im sonrasi yasanan
sarsintilarla bu tutumun karsilig1 kalmadikga, se¢gmen goziinde de siyasi
merkezi doldurma iddiasindan uzaklagsmaya basladi. Bugtin gelinen nok-
tada, segimlerde yiizde 9,7 oy alan IYI Parti’'nin oy potansiyeli kamuoyu
arastirmalarinda 6l¢iilen oy orani 5,5’a gerilemis durumda bulunuyor. Bir
donem kendisine anlamlar atfedilen, umut olan, kentlileri, kadinlari, kimi
CHP ve MHP"lileri kendisine geken IYI Parti'nin seriiveni siyaset krizinin

acik ve keskin bir sonucudur.

Diger Partiler ve yer degistirmeler

Bundan 4 yil 6nce arka arkaya kurulan Gelecek Partisi ve DEVA Partisi,
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Other Parties and displacements
The Future Party and DEVA Party, which were founded 4 years ago, expressed

an effort to renew the political field and conservatism with a central and con-
servative tendency, reformist and rational principles. The National Vision-based
Felicity Party, under the leadership of Karamollaoglu, adopted reformist dis-
course and politics in line with universal values. These three parties were claim-
ing to form a counterweight against the AK Party, from which they share sim-
ilar roots. Of course, these political parties also emerged with new libertarian
demands. In this respect, it can be said that they contributed significantly to the

mood of the opposition wave of an era.

However, in the last elections and afterwards, even though they entered the
parliament with a higher number of deputies than they could have managed
otherwise, thanks to their alliance with the CHP, they have moved away from
this position, at least from the role attributed to them, with their voting weight

and political activities.

Among the reasons for this development are their inability to produce a catchy
and effective melody about the future and the vision of society, their inability
to adapt politically to the global and national environment in which the impor-
tance of political will and nationalisms are on the rise, and their failure to make

efforts to move and transform this space.

As of today, the Future Party has begun to display a different image with a view
that absolutizes its leader Davutoglu, and with its highly identitarian reactions
to the Gaza incidents. The Felicity Party has suffered a setback against its main
rival, New Welfare Party (Yeniden Refah Partisi - YRP) in terms of being the
inheritor of the national view, and has tended to cede its voting ground to this
party. The DEVA Party is pursuing a long-term strategy of political survival;
taking a rational stance in terms of criticism and political proposals, but it is also

witnessing a decline in its influence.

These rising political parties of the previous period have recently been replaced

by other political parties, as the elections and post-election polls indicate. The
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merkez ve muhafazakar bir egilimle, reformist ve rasyonel ilkelerle siya-
set sahasin1 ve muhafazakarli§1 yenilenme ¢abasini ifade ediyordu. Milli
Gortis kokenli Saadet Partisi ise Karamollaoglu'nun liderliginde evrensel
degerlerle uyumlu reformist séylem ve siyaset benimsemisti. Bu ti¢ parti,
benzer koklerden geldikleri AK Parti karsisinda bir karst agirlik olustur-
ma iddiasindaydilar. Elbette bunun yaninda bu siyasi partiler yeni 6zgitir-
liikkgti taleplerle de ortaya ¢ikmislardi. Bu bakimindan bir dénemin mu-

halif dalgasinin ruh haline 6nemli katkilarda bulunduklar1 sdylenebilir.

Bununla birlikte son se¢imler ve sonrasinda, her ne kadar yaptiklar: itti-
fak sayesinde CHP listelerinden giiglerinin tistiinde milletvekili sayisiyla
meclise girmis olsalar da oy agirliklar1 ve siyasi faaliyetleriyle bu konum-

dan, en azindan kendilerine atfedilen rolden uzaklasmis bulunuyorlar.

Bu gelismenin nedenleri arasinda gelecek ve toplum tasavvuruyla ilgili,
akilda kalic etkili bir melodi tiretememeleri, 6zellikle siyasi irade 6nemi-
nin ve milliyetciliklerin ytiikseldigi global ve ulusal ortama politik olarak
uyum saglayamamalari, bu alani tasima-dontistiirme gayretlerine girme-

meleri bulunuyor.

Bugtin itibariyle Gelecek Partisi Davutoglu'nu mutlaklastiran bir gorii-
niimle, Gazze olaylarindan sonra verdigi kimlik¢i dozu ytiksek tepkilerle
farkli bir goriintii sergilemeye bagladi. Saadet partisi, milli goriisiin mi-
rascist olma bakimindan asli rakibi olan Yeniden Refah Partisi kargisin-
da gerileme yasayarak oy sahasini bu partiye birakmaya meyletti. DEVA
Partisi elestirel ve siyasi onerilerde rasyonel tavir alma bakimindan uzun
vadeli bir siyasi varolusu stratejisi izliyor ancak ancak agirligi azaldigina

da taniklik ediyor.

Gegen donemin yiikselen bu siyasi partilerinin yerini son dénemde, se-
¢imlerin ve se¢im sonrasi anketlerin isaret ettigi tizere baska siyasi partiler
almis bulunuyor. Zafer Partisi bunlardan birisi. Bu parti, 14 Mayis’ta yiiz-
de 2,3 oy almigken bugitin yapilan dl¢timlerde oy potansiyeli yiizde 6'nin

tizerinde seyrediyor. Yeniden Refah Partisi de su anda ytizde 6,5 potansi-
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Victory Party is one of them. On May 14, this party received 2.3 percent of the
vote, whereas today its potential vote is above 6 percent. The New Welfare Par-
ty, which currently has a potential vote of 6.5 percent, received 2.8 percent in the

last general elections.

It is clear that the Victory Party, carried by its leader, is essentially an anti-immi-
grant, anti-foreigner political party, reminiscent of far-right parties in the West.
The YRP, on the other hand, is characterized by its strong opposition to the West
and Israel, and in the micro sphere, by its fundamentalist religiosity in the truest
sense of the word. It is more extreme than the AK Party on issues of women,
youth, sexuality and morality, and represents the current vein of devout reli-
gious politics. In terms of representing falling and rising values, the course of
small parties is important and in line with the spirit of the times, as underlined

in the first section.

In the last section, we will discuss the HDP, YSP and DEM regarding the Kurd-

ish issue.

2.3. Politics: Power

The political power won a double victory in the elections. Erdogan won the
presidential elections with a vote share close to the previous elections (2014=
51.79%; 2018= 52.59%; 2023= 51.18%), while the People’s Alliance managed to
maintain its majority in parliament, despite a decrease in the number of depu-
ties. Contrary to predictions, the MHP received the same percentage of votes as
in the previous general elections. HUDA-PAR, representing religious Kurdish-
ness, entered the parliament from the AK Party lists, the YRP was included in
the People’s Alliance, and the alliance received nationalist support. As a result,
the alliance reached 49.5 percent of the vote despite the decline in the AK Par-

ty’s votes.

As a result, while the results of the 20023 elections produced political crisis and
chaos on the opposition side, they led to a consolidation of power on the ruling

side. The elements of this consolidation may be listed as follows:
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yel oya sahip, secimlerde ise ytizde 2,8 oy almigti.

Zafer Partisi'nin, lideri tarafindan tasinan, Bati’daki asir1 sagc1 partileri
andiran, esasen go¢men-yabanci karsitligina dayali bir siyasi parti oldu-
gu ortada. YRP ise, kuvvetli Bat1 ve Israil alerjisiyle, mikro alanda, keli-
menin ger¢ek anlamiyla tutucu dindarligiyla 6ne ¢ikiyor. Kadin, genglik,
cinsellik, ahlak meselelerinde AK Parti’nin 6éniinde seyrediyor, mevcut
sofu dindar siyaset damarini temsil ediyor. Diisen ve yiikselen degerler
bakimindan kii¢tik partilerin seyri 6nemli ve birinci béliimde alt1 ¢izilen

zamanin ruhuyla paraleldir.

HDP, YSP ve DEM'i son béliimde, Kiirt sorunu etrafinda ele alacagiz.

2.3. Siyaset: iktidar

Siyasi iktidar se¢imlerde c¢ifte zafer kazandi. Erdogan cumhurbagkanli-
g1 se¢imlerini bir 6nceki secimlere yakin oy oraniyla kazanirken, (2014=
%51,79; 2018= %52,59; 2023= %51,18) hem Cumhur Ittifaki da milletvekili
sayis1 azalmasina ragmen, mecliste gogunlugu korumay1 bildi. MHP'nin
tahminlerin hilafina bir 6nceki genel segimlerle ayni oranda oy almasi,
dindar Kiirtliik temsiliyle HUDA-PAR 1In AK Parti listelerinden meclise
girmesi, YRP'nin Cumhur ttifaki’'nda yer almasi, ittifakin aldig1 ulusalc
destekle, ittifak AK Parti’nin oylarindaki olarak yasadig: gerilemeye rag-

men, yiizde 49,5 oy oranina ulast.

Sonug olarak 20023 se¢im sonuglart muhalif kanatta siyasi kriz ve kaos
uretirken, iktidar tarafinda tersine bir gii¢ tahkimatma yol a¢ti. Bunun

unsurlari soyle siralanabilir:

Secim giivenir kosullarda yapildigina dair, igte ve digsa hakim bir kanaat
olusurken, bu durum ve sonugclar Erdogan bakimindan her seyden 6nce
bir mesruiyet tazelemesini ifade etti. Bunun yaninda yiiriitme ve yasama
kuvvetlerinin bir kez daha aymn siyasi cenahta ve elde toplanmasi, dev-
lete ve diizene hakimiyet bakimindan Erdogan’in giiciiyle ilgili de bir

pekisme ve kabul haline yol acti. Ulke disinda, Erdogan’in Tiirkiye'nin
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While there was an internal and external conviction that the election was held
under credible conditions, this situation and the results represented, first and
foremost, a renewal of legitimacy for Erdogan. In addition, the fact that the ex-
ecutive and legislative powers were once again concentrated in the same po-
litical camp and in the same hands led to a consolidation and acceptance of
Erdogan’s power in terms of controlling the state and order. Outside the coun-
try, Erdogan’s image as the elected-legitimate-powerful bearer of Turkey, the
sole and primary interlocutor, has also deepened a notch. Inside the country, as
hopes for the restoration of the state and the return of the parliamentary system
faded, the acceptance that any move for change, demand or problem solving

could only be realized within the existing model emerged as a given.

It is a naked fact that the state order under Erdogan’s rule consists of a one-di-
mensional hierarchical pyramid without any elements of control. At the top of
the pyramid is the political leader, below him are all state organs, including the
judiciary, which are directly subordinate to him and without any autonomy,
and below them are the institutions that intervene in and control all sectors of
society. In the hierarchy, the mechanism works in a one-way, top-down fashion,
uncompromisingly excluding interaction. After the elections, this order started
to become a given. As a result, the door was opened in every sense, in terms of
intimidation and de facto, for the presidential government system to become

entrenched after the elections.

In addition, the post-election steps taken by the government implied strength-
ening this fortification from another angle. With these steps, the presidential
system of government has ended its infancy (or post-coup structuring) and en-

tered the phase of entrenchment.
There are several aspects to this transition:

The first is the president’s dismantling of the powerful political figures of the
interim or infancy period, politicized ministers or figures, reducing the political
order to the level of an “advisory board” and political actors to the level of “gen-

eral managers”, and thereby consolidating his personal dominance and control
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se¢ilmis-mesru-giicli tasiyicisy, tek ve asli muhatap imaji da bir kademe
daha derinlesti. Ulke iginde devletin restorasyonu ve parlamenter sistemi
doéntis umutlar: sona ererken, her tiir degisim hamlesi, talebi veya sorun
¢ozlimiiniin ancak mevcut model dahilinde gergeklesebileceginin kabulii

bir veri olarak ortaya ¢ikt.

Erdogan’in hiikiimranlig: altindaki devlet diizeninin, denetim unsurlarinm
icermeyen tek boyutlu hiyerarsik bir piramitten olustugu ¢iplak bir ger-
¢ek. Piramitin en tistiinde siyasi lider, altinda ona dogrudan bagl, 6zer-
likten azade, yarg: dahil tiim devlet organlari, onlarin altinda toplumun
tiim sektorlerine miidahil ve amir kurumlar bulunuyor. Hiyerarside me-
kanizma tek yonlii, etkilesimi tavizsiz bir sekilde diglayarak yukaridan
asaglya dogru calistyor. Segimler sonrasi bu diizen bir veri haline gelmeye
bagladi. Bunun sonucunda Cumhurbagkanlig: hiikiimet sisteminin de se-
¢imler sonrasinda yerlesiklesmesine her anlamda, sindirme bakimindan
ve fiili, kap1 agildi.

Bunun yaninda secim sonrasi iktidar tarafindan atilan adimlar, s6z konu-
su tahkimati bagka bir agidan giiglendirmeyi ima etmigtir. Bu adimlarla,
cumhurbagkanlig: hiikiimet sistemi emekleme (veya darbe girisi sonrasi

yapilanma) dénemini bitirip, yerlesiklesme evresine ge¢mis bulunuyor.
Bu gegise iliskin adimlar1 birka¢ bakimdan ele almak mtimkiin:

flki, cumhurbagkaninin ara veya emekleme dénemin giiglii siyasi isimleri-
ni, siyasallasan bakan veya figiirleri devre dis1 birakip, siyasi diizeni “da-
nisma kurulu” ve siyasi aktorleri “genel miidiirler” seviyesine indirmesi ve
bu cergevede sistemin tizerindeki kisisel hakimiyeti ve denetimini pekis-
tirmesidir. 2016 darbe girisi sonrasinin 6énemli denge ve kontrol figiirleri
olup zaman iginde devlette bir gii¢ alanini temsil etmeye baglayan Igisleri
Bakani Soylu ve Milli Savunma Bakani Akar gibi isimlerin tasfiyesi bu

konuda agik 6rnektir.

Ikincisi, Erdogan’in politikalarindaki esneklik dozunun artmast, gok yon-

lii politikalarin ivme kazanmasidir. Ekonomi sahasinda oldugu gibi geri
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over the system. The most clear example to this phenomenon is the purging of
figures such as Interior Minister Soylu and Minister of National Defence Akar,
who were important in providing checks and balances in the aftermath of the
2016 coup attempt but over time came to represent a sphere of power in the

state.

The second is the increased flexibility in Erdogan’s policies and the acceleration
of multifaceted policies. One indication of this is the partial injection of ration-
ality into some policies (based on the state-leader mind, which does not include
democratization and rule of law elements) by walking back certain steps, as in
the field of economy. Another indicator is that the government is taking steps
in line with the world system and the West, as evidenced by its relations with
Ukraine and NATO, its leading position on Gaza, and a new adjustment to the
active and top-down balance policy it pursued with the claim of being a global

power.

The third direction is the end of the AK Party’s phase of producing an alterna-
tive political structure to the established state institutions, and the beginning
of politics and party politics to form the main nexus of state functioning, both
in terms of personnel and mentality. The ranks that were the founders of Er-
dogan’s policies and strategies are becoming the ruling actors, and the politi-
cal elites raised within the party have quite entered into the circulation. In this
framework, the military? and civilian elites produced or transformed by the AK
Party have settled in the main arteries of the system, and as such, the element
of merit as well as loyalty seems to have come played a role. This shows that
Erdogan has produced a strong political mind. As a matter of fact, The National

Intelligence Organisation (MIT) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were hand-

(2) Yasar Giller, the Minister of National Defense, has been involved in military decision-making mechanisms since the 2010s.
He is one of the most important executive actors after Hulusi Akar in the relationship and harmony between foreign policy
and military strategy around Erdogan’s preferences, in other words, in the military-conservative alliance. Moreover, the
routine transition from the Chief of General Staff to the Ministry of Defense is important data in terms of the structure of
the government and the state-politics integration it represents.
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adimlarla kimi politikalara (demokratiklesme, hukuk devleti unsurlarim
icermeyen, devlet-lider aklina dayali) kismi bir rasyonellik asis1 yapilmasi
bunun bir gostergesidir. Bir diger gosterge, iktidarin Ukrayna ve NATO
ile iliskilerinin gosterdigi gibi diinya sistemi ve Bati'ya uyumlu adimlar
atmasi, Gazze konusunda 6nde giden tavri, global gii¢c olma iddiasiyla

izledigi aktif ve yukaridan denge siyasetine yeni bir ayar vermesidir.

Ugiincti istikamet, AK Parti iktidarinin yerlesik devlet kurumlari kargisin-
da alternatif siyasi yap1 tiretme evresinin bitmesi, siyasetin ve parti siya-
setinin devlet isleyisinde gerek personel gerek zihniyet bakimindan ana
kabugu olusturmaya baglamasidir. Erdogan’in siyaset ve stratejilerinin
kurucusu olan kademeler, yonetici aktorler haline gelmekte, parti biinye-
sinde yetisen siyasi elitler kuvvetli bir dolasima girmis bulunmaktadir. Bu
cercevede AK Parti’nin iirettigi ya da kendine baglayarak dontistiirdigii
askeri? ve sivil elitler sistemin ana damarlarina yerlesmis, bu gercevede
sadakat unsuru yaninda liyakat unsuru da devreye girmis gortinmekte-
dir. Bu da, Erdogan’in daha giiglii bir siyaset akli tirettigini gostermekte-
dir. Nitekim MIT ve Disisleri Bakanligi, AK Parti'nin i¢inden yetigsen ve
bu partinin siyaset {iretiminde kritik roller oynayan seckinlerine teslim
edilmis, devlet kadrolar: iktidarla uyumlu hale getirilme ¢abalar: ortaya
cakmistir. Hakan Fidan bu konuda 6nemli bir 6rnektir. Hakan Fidan on ti¢
yil icerisinde Milli Istihbarat Teskilati, AK Parti’nin arka kap1 politikasi
yapabilen, dis operasyon giicii yiiksek bir kurum haline déntistiirdii. Yurt
disinda, disislerinin ve bakanliklarin agik olarak yapamayacagi, atama-
yacag1 adimlar1 atmak, Libya’da veya Suriye’de bu ¢ergevede goriismeler

yapmak, bazi anlasmalar saglamak, ardindan resmi siyasetin de bu alan-

(2)  Milli Savunma Bakani Yasar Giiler, 2010’ yillardan bu yana, askeri karar mekanizmalarinda yer aliyor. Erdogan’in tercihleri
etrafinda, dis politika ve askeri strateji arasindaki iliski ve uyumun, diger ifadeyle asker-muhafazakar ittifakinin Hulusi
Akar'dan sonraki en 6nemli yonetici aktorlerinden. Ayrica rutinlesen Genelkurmay Baskanligi'ndan Savunma Bakanligi'na
geis, iktidarin yapisi, temsil ettigi devlet-siyaset bitiinlesmesi bakimindan 6nemli veri.
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ed over to elites who came of age within the AK Party and played critical roles
inits political production, and efforts were made to harmonize state cadres with
the government. Hakan Fidan is an important example in this regard. In thir-
teen years, Hakan Fidan transformed the National Intelligence Organization
into an institution capable of the AK Party’s backdoor politics and with high
foreign operation power. He was the architect of the transformation of an im-
portant institutional function such as taking steps abroad that the foreign affairs
and ministries could not take openly, negotiating in Libya or Syria within this
framework, securing some agreements, and then making it possible for offi-
cial politics to enter these areas. It was through this transformation that Turkey
carried out its foreign policy expansion moves. His appointment as the head
of the foreign affairs is a very Erdogan-like situation and shows that foreign
policy will be based on diversification and deepening, backdoor dominance,
open door balance politics.

This can be seen as a shift from the “de-institutionalization” of the previous peri-

od to a “re-institutionalization”.

In sum, hybridization in the state, rationalization in politics and entrenchment
of the system are the three constitutive developments of the new era in terms of
power, which coincide with the search for becoming a powerful, global actor,

system control and envisioning the future.

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

lara girmesini miimkiin kilmak gibi 6énemli kurumsal islev bir dontisti-
miintin mimar1 oldu. Turkiye dis politikada alan genisleme hamlelerini
bu doniisiim tizerinden yfriittii. Bu ismin disislerinin bagina gelmesi son
derece Erdoganci bir durumdur ve dis politik ¢esitlendirerek derinlestir-
mesi, arka kap1 hakimiyet, agik kap1 denge siyaseti tizerine kurulacagim
gOsteriyor.

Bu durum, bir 6nceki donemde “kurumlardan arindirma” olarak tabir edi-
len gidisin yerini “yeniden kurumlasmaya” birakmasi olarak goriilebilir.
Ozetle, devlette melezlesme, siyasette rasyonellesme, sistemin yerlesik-
lesmesi, yeni dénemin iktidar bakimindan, gti¢li, global aktér olma, sis-
tem denetimi ve gelecek tasavvuru arayislarina denk diisen ti¢ kurucu

gelismesidir.
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[1l. THE KURDISH ISSUE: ACTORS, GROUND,
POSSIBILITIES, OPPORTUNITIES

3.1. Pre-election state of affairs
The Kurdish issue: Perception and meaning before 2023

In the last 10 years, the Kurdish issue has increasingly become prominent, and
started to play a decisive role both in socio-political perception and in the polit-

ical production of political actors. There are two aspects to this role.

The first was the interaction and parallelism between the course of Turkey and
democracy, and the course of the Kurdish issue. On the one hand, the resolu-
tion of the Kurdish issue was seen as the main lever, the sine qua non vector of
democratic development, while on the other hand, this issue became the fac-
tor that confirmed and explained the limitation of freedoms and the shift of
the weight in the freedom - security scale from the former to the latter. In the
2019 local government elections, the dismissal of all elected mayors of Kurdish
parties and the appointment of state-employed trustees in their place, and the
destruction of democratic and representative principles on security grounds,

was a clear and dominant example in this regard.

The second aspect was the transformation of Kurdish political representation
into a guiding and decisive force in domestic political contests and equations.
Since 2013, as the Kurdish movement has moved from regional politics to Turk-
ish politics in general, Kurdish political actors and parties have significantly
increased their vote share. The vote rates of Kurdish political parties went up
from 5-6 percent to somewhere between 10-13 percent. In the 2015 elections,

HDP became the first Kurdish party to pass the 10 percent national threshold.

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

IIl. KURT SORUNU: AKTORLER,
ZEMIN, iHTIMALLER, iMKANLAR

3.1. Segimler oncesi tablo
Kirt meselesi: 2023 oncesi algi ve anlam

Kiirt meselesi son 10 yilda artan oranda gerek toplumsal-siyasal algida
gerek siyasi aktorlerin siyaset tiretiminde 6ne ¢ikt1 ve belirleyici bir rol

oynamaya basladi. Bu roliin iki yontinden s6z edilebilir.

f1ki, iilkenin ve demokrasinin gidisi ile Kiirt meselesinin seyri arasinda bir
etkilesim ve paralellik olusmasiydi. Kiirt meselesinin ¢oztimii bir tarafta
demokratik gelismesinin temel kaldiraci, olmazsa olmaz vektorii olarak
gortlirken, diger tarafta bu mesele 6zgitirliiklerin sinirlandirilmasi, 6z-
giirlitk / gtivenlik tartisinda agirligin ikinci kefeye kaymasint dogrulayan
ve aciklayan unsur oldu. 2019 Yerel yonetim segimlerinden Kiirt partile-
rinin se¢ilmis tiim belediye baskanlarinin gorevlerinden alinarak yerleri-
ne devlet gorevlisi kayyumlarin atanmasi, demokratik ve temsil ilkelerin
glivenlik gerekcesiyle yerle bir edilmesi bu bakimdan acgik ve baskin 6r-

nektir.

Tkinci yon, Kiirt siyasi temsilinin tilke igi siyasi yarigsmalar ve denklemde,
yonlendirici, belirleyici bir gii¢ haline dontismesi oldu. 2013’ten itibaren
Kiirt hareketi genel anlamda bolge siyasetinden Tiirkiye siyasetine gecer-
ken, Kiirt siyasi aktorleri ve partileri oy oranini kayda deger bir sekilde
arttirdilar. Kiirt siyasi partilerinin oy oranlar1 ytizde 5-6’lik dilimi gecerek
ytizde 10-13 aras1 bir yere oturdu. 2015 secimlerinde HDP ytizde 10'luk

iilke barajin1 gegen ilk Kiirt partisi oldu. Kiirt meselesi ve ona bagli Kiirt
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The Kurdish issue and the related Kurdish voter behaviour became a determin-
ing factor in alliances and political contests, making Kurdish political actors

politically visible in the eyes of voters across Turkey.

At the intersection of these two roles, the solution initiatives were as effective as
the repressive policies on the Kurdish issue that emerged after 2015. The period
between 2008 and 2015 (Oslo talks, the Habur incident, the Resolution process)
were the milestones of these attempts. Under these conditions, Turkish politics

in particular became in some ways indexed to the Kurdish issue and movement.

The government's Kurdish policy

It is well known that 2015, when the resolution process officially ended, marked
a milestone in the AK Party’s Kurdish policies. Since then, as everyone knows,
the government’s Kurdish policy has been uncompromisingly based on repres-

sion, the maintenance of public order at all costs, and extermination.

To summarize briefly, these policies include the suppression of Kurdish civ-
il organizations, the press, and political representation, the elimination of lo-
cal representation through the practice of government-appointed trustees, the
criminalization of the link between the Kurdish issue and politics /expression,
the purging of universities, and the declaration of legal Kurdish politics as iden-
tical to terrorism in discourse, It is based on the transformation of the Kurdish
question-oriented security policies in nationalist language into the main instru-
ment, the suppression of the opposition within this framework, the creation of
military-security zones on the borders of Syria and Iraq, the suppression of PKK
camps through regular operations, and the demographic transformation and

Arabization strategy pursued in Northern Syria.

Understanding the reasons and the political-institutional depth of the transition
from “resolution policies” to these “strangulation policies” is critical for evaluating
the Kurdish issue.

The main reason was the change in the conjuncture and balance of power in

the Middle East, and Turkey’s expansion of the Kurdish issue beyond nation-

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

se¢men davranisi ittifaklarda, siyasi yarigsmalarda belirleyici unsur olma-
ya basladig gibi, Tiirkiye genelinde se¢gmenin goéziinde Kiirt siyasi aktor-
lerini siyasi bakimdan goriiniir kildi.

Bu iki roliin kesistigi noktada Kiirt sorununda 2015 sonras1 bas gosteren
bask1 politikalar1 kadar, ¢oztim girisimleri de etkili oldu. 2008-2015 aras1
(Oslo gortismeleri, Habur olay1, Cztim stireci) bu girisimlerinin kilomet-
re taglartydi. Bu kogullarda, 6zellikle Tiirk siyaseti kimi bakimlardan Kiirt

meselesi ve hareketine endeksli hal gelmisti.

ktidarin Kiirt politikasi

Cozlim stirecinin resmen bittigi 2015 yilinin AK Parti’nin Kiirt politikala-
rinda bir milat olusturdugu malumdur. Bu tarihten itibaren, herkesin bil-
digi gibi, siyasi iktidarin Kiirt politikasi, tavizsiz bir sekilde baski, asayis
ve imha hamleleri tizerine kuruldu.

Kisaca 6zetlemek gerekirse, bu politikalar, Kiirdi sivil 6rgtitlerin, basinin,
siyasi temsil alaninin baski altina alinmasi, yerel temsilin kayyum uygu-
lamasiyla ortadan kaldirilmasi, Kiirt sorunu ile siyaset/ifade arasindaki
bagin kriminalizasyonu, tniversitelerde temizlik, séylemde yasal Kiirt
siyasetinin terdrle 6zdes ilan edilmesi, milliyet¢i dilde Kiirt sorunu en-
deksli giivenlik politikalarinin temel araca doniistiiriilmesi, muhalefetin
bu cergevede baski altina alinmasi, Suriye ve Irak sinirlarinda askeri-gii-
venlik bolgeleri olusturulmasi, PKK kamplarinin diizenli operasyonlarla
baski altinda tutulmasi, Kuzey Suriye’de izlenen demografik doniistiirme
ve Araplastirma stratejisi tizerine oturmaktadar.

“Coziim politikalar:"ndan bu “bogma politikalari"na gecisin nedenleri ve po-
litik-kurumsal derinligini anlamak, Kiirt meselesini degerlendirme itiba-

riyle kritik 6nemdedir.

Temel neden Ortadogu’da konjonktiir ve gii¢ dengesi degisimi, Tiirki-
ye’nin Kiirt meselenin alanini yeni dengeler tireterek milli sinirlar1 agsan

bir sekilde genigletmesiydi. 2011 Suriye i¢ savas1 2013’ten itibaren Suriyeli
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al borders by creating new balances. The 2011 Syrian civil war enabled Syrian
Kurdish forces and the PKK to become an active and dominant force on Tur-
key’s southern border from 2013 onwards, gaining Western support through
the ISIS-YPG conflict. These developments and the subsequent 2014 Kobane ri-
ots in Turkey, in which 50 people died in public demonstrations, and the PKK's
2015 grasp for autonomy (or trench incidents) have set in motion a mechanism
with two opposite ends. Kurdish hope for an independent Kurdish entity, and
Turkish fear.

With the coup attempt in 2016, the fear of state’s fragmentation has been a con-
stitutive and enabling element of the state (military)-nationalist-conservative
alliance in Turkey. As the Kurdish issue was perceived as the main external and
internal threat in the risk assessment, security strategies, including foreign poli-
cy orientations and the structuring of intelligence units, began to be reconstruct-
ed accordingly. In other words, the perception of the Kurdish threat has been a
driving, gluing and constitutive element of ideological and political restructur-
ing (including Erdogan’s political power-based regulations and constitutional
amendments) and a historical power bloc. In other words, the transformation
has a strategic and institutional depth that goes beyond an ordinary political

decision.

The opposition's Kurdish policy

Since 2015, the official transformation in the approach to the Kurdish issue has
rapidly affected the opposition, and the security perspective has begun to per-

vade the entire political arena.

As a matter of fact, in 2016, Kiligdaroglu, on behalf of the CHP, supported
the constitutional amendment that abolished the immunities of Kurdish MPs,
which was provoked and justified by the Kobane events, and which essen-
tially targeted Kurdish MPs, and as such, he played a part in the arrest and
imprisonment of many HDP MPs, including HDP Co-Presidents Selahattin

Demirtas and Figen Yiiksekdag, and the termination of the membership of
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Kiirt gtiglerin ve PKK'nin Tiirkiye'nin giiney sinirinda aktif ve egemen
gli¢ haline gelmesine, ISID-YPG catigsmasi iizerinden Bat1 destegini alma-
sina imkan sagladi. Bu gelismeler ve onlar1 takiben Tiirkiye’de patlayan,
50 kisinin meydanlarda 6ldiigi isyan gortintiilii 2014 Kobane olaylari,
PKK'nin 2015 6zerklik hamlesi ya da hendek hadiseleri iki zit u¢lu bir me-
kanizmaya harekete gegirdiler. Bunlar bagimsiz bir Kiirt olusumuna dair

Kirt umudu ile Turk (Turkiye) korkusuydu.
Devletin béliinme endigesi, 2016 darbe girisimiyle birlikte Tiirkiye’deki

devlet (asker)-milliyet¢i-muhafazakar ittifakini olugturan ve miimkiin ki-
lan bir unsur olmustur. Risk degerlendirmesinde Kiirt meselesi asli dis ve
i¢ tehdit olarak algilanirken, giivenlik stratejileri, dis politika yonelimleri
ve istihbarat birimlerinin yapilanmasi dahil buna gore yeniden olusturul-
maya baslandi. Diger bir ifadeyle Kiirt tehdidine yonelik alg: ideolojik ve
politik yeniden yapilanmanin (Erdogan’in siyasi giicii esas alan diizen-
lemeler ve anayasa degisiklikleri dahil) ve tarihsel bir iktidar blogunun
kah tahrik edici, kah yapistirici, kah kurucu unsuru olmustur. Diger bir
ifadeyle dontisiim siradan bir siyasi irade kararinin 6tesinde stratejik ve

kurumsal bir derinlige sahiptir.

Muhalefetin Kiirt politikasi

Kiirt meselesine yaklagimdaki resmi doniisiim, 2015"ten itibaren hizla mu-
halefeti de etkisi altina almis, giivenlik¢i bakis agisi tiim siyasi arenayi

kaplamaya baslamistir.

Nitekim 2016 yilinda, Kobane olaylarinin tahrik ettigi ve gerekge yapil-
dig1, esasen Kiirt milletvekillerini hedefleyen dokunulmazliklar: kaldi-
ran anayasa degisikligine Kiligdaroglu CHP adina destek vermis, Kasim
2016’dan itibaren HDP Es Genel Bagkanlar: Selahattin Demirtas ve Figen
Yiiksekdag dahil, cok sayida HDP milletvekilinin tutuklanarak cezaevine
konulmasina, haklarinda kesinlesen yarg: kararlari nedeniyle ¢ok sayi1-

da HDP milletvekilinin TBMM tiyeliginin sona ermesine ortak olmustu.
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many HDP MPs in the Grand National Assembly due to the final judicial de-
cisions against them since November 2016. In 2018, the intensity of the an-
ti-Kurdish movement/representation increased as the IYI Party, known for
its opposition to the HDP, entered parliament and placed this opposition and
a nationalist discourse at the centre of its politics. Although this systemic in-
fluence had different degrees, ups and downs between 2016 and 2023 (such
as symbolic visits, Kiligdaroglu’s forward-looking reference to the HDP as an
interlocutor for the Kurdish issue, the DEVA Party’s acknowledgement of the
existence of the problem and the necessity of its solution), in the main, an
implicit “contract of Turkishness” dominated the opposition field. This attitude
continued during the expansion of the Nation Alliance, under the pressure
of the IYI Party and the nationalist discourse of the government. In the last
two years leading up to the elections, the Kurdish policy of the opposition
and its parties has been characterized by 1) Excluding Kurdish representa-
tives from alliances and contacts, creating an opposition space without them,
2) Approaching the Kurdish issue within the framework of Kurdish votes, 3)
Addressing the Kurdish question only through general remarks on democra-

tization, and innuendoes.

The Kurdish movement and its politics

First, it would be useful to refresh one’s memory. The Kurdish movement ex-
perienced its first significant break in terms of Turkish politics in 1999 when
Ocalan, during his defence, said that he had given up the idea of an independ-
ent Kurdistan and put forward the idea of a “democratic republic”. This new
thesis, which excluded the alternatives of federation and autonomy, was in-
fluential from the PKK to the Kurdish movement’s legal political parties, and
the Kurdish movement was restructured in every sense accordingly. This thesis
was later followed by the claim of “democratic confederalism”, which was an-
nounced in the same line in the 2005 Nowruz. In fact, the Kurdish movement

had started to adopt a pluralist stance after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
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2018’de, HDP alerjisiyle tanina IYI Parti'nin de meclise girmesi ve siyase-
tinin merkezine bu alerjiyi ve milliyetci bir soylemi oturtmasiyla birlikte
anti-Kiirt hareketi/temsilinde yogunluk artti. Bu sistemik etkinin 2016-
2023 arasi farkli dozlari, inis ve (simgesel ziyaretler, Kiligdaroglu'nun ile-
riye yonelik Kiirt meselesi i¢cin HDP'yi muhatap olan gostermesi, DEVA
Partisi’nin sorunun varligi ve ¢éztimiiniin gereklilige yonelmesi gibi) ¢1-
kiglar1 olmakla birlikte, esas olarak, ortiilii bir Tiirkliik s6zlesmesi muhalif
alana da egemen olmustur. Millet ittifakinin genislemesi sirasinda da IYI
Parti’nin baskis1 ve iktidarin milliyetci sdyleminin etkisi altinda kalinmis
ve bu tutum devam etmistir. Muhalif alan ve partilerinin Kiirt politikas,
secimlere dogru giden son iki yil icinde 1) Kiirt temsilcileri ittifaklar ve te-
maslar disinda birakmak, onlarsiz bir muhalefet alan1 olusturmak, 2. Kiirt
meselesine Kiirt oylar1 gergevesinde yaklagmak, 3) Kiirt sorununa ancak

genel demokratiklesme ve ima yoluyla deginmek esaslarina dayanmaigtur.

Kirt hareketi ve politikas!

Once kisa bir bellek tazelemesinde fayda var. Kiirt hareketi Tiirkiye siya-
seti bakimindan 6n énemli kirilmayi, 1999’da Ocalan’in savunmast sira-
sinda bagimsiz Kiirdistan fikrinden vazgectigini soéyleyerek, “demokratik
cumhuriyet” fikrini ortaya atmasiyla yasanmisti. Federasyon ve otonomi
alternatiflerini diglayan bu yeni tez, PKK’dan Kiirt hareketinin yasal si-
yasi partilere degin etkili olmusg, Kiirt hareketi buna gore her anlamda
yeniden yapilanmisti. Bu tezi, daha sonra, ayn ¢izgideki 2005 Nevruz'un-
da agiklanan “demokratik konfederalizm” iddias: takip etti. Esasen Kiirt ha-
reketi Berlin duvar1 ve Sovyetlerin yikilmasi sonrasi ¢ogulcu bir tutuma

yonelmis Aleviler, dindarlar gibi gruplara kapi agmaya baslamisti.®> Ye-

(3)  Bukonuda bkz Mesut Yegen, Armed Struggle to Peace Negotiations: Independent Kurdistan to Democratic Autonomy, or
The PKK in Context, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19436149.2016.1218162
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Soviet Union, opening the door to groups such as Alevis and religious people.?
Yegen argues that in this period, a process that can be called the generalization
of the myth of democracy found its counterpart among the Kurds of Turkey,
and more and more Kurds began to pursue their rights.* The global conjuncture
and the strategy of the Kurdish movement followed a parallel course, and the
state and political powers in Turkey were also affected by the same process.
Political moves such as the Oslo talks and the resolution process emerged in this
climate, and the Kurdish movement pursued the idea of creating a “democratic
republic” that included sovereign rights. Between 2008 and 2015, the Kurdish
movement tried to move forward with the political power with an attitude fo-
cused on the Kurdish issue within this framework. After the unrequited search
for a solution and the radical change in state policy in 2015, it tried to turn its
face to the opposition with the same principles. This time, the focus was on
linking the solution of the Kurdish issue with the democratization of Turkey. In
this policy carried out through the HDP, especially during the Sancar-Buldan
period, the Kurdish movement began to pursue a strategy of becoming a part
and a playmaker of Turkish politics and the opposition in Turkey, of first creat-
ing a democratic ground in the country for the solution of the Kurdish question
and forcing dialogue. It stated that the solution to the Kurdish question was
“local democracy”, tried to establish contacts and alliances with political parties,
and tried to sit at the table with them. Even though it did not receive a positive
response to its demands and efforts, it maintained this line. It did not nominate
a candidate in favour of Kiligdaroglu in the presidential elections. It invested in
the democratic changes that would come with a change in power.

The second important dynamic for the Kurdish movement in this period is
that the search for a transition from armed struggle to political struggle gained
ground. After 2015, as the conflicts between the Turkish state and the PKK inten-
sified and broke up, and as the HDP tried to enforce a political path in the democ-

(3)  Onthisissue, see Mesut Yegen, Armed Struggle to Peace Negotiations: Independent Kurdistan to Democratic Autonomy, or
The PKK in Context, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19436149.2016.1218162

(4)  Ibid.
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gen bu donemde demokrasi mitinin genellesmesi olarak adlandirilabile-
cek bir siirecin Tiirkiye Kiirtleri arasinda da aksini buldugunu ve giderek
daha fazla Kiirt hakkinin hukukunun pesine distigiini soyler. Global
konjonktiir ile Kiirt hareketinin stratejisi paralel seyretmis, aymn siirecten
Tiirkiye’de devlet ve siyasi iktidarlar da etkilenmisti. Oslo goriismeleri
ve ¢6zlim siireci gibi politik hamleler bu iklimde meydana ¢ikmug, Kiirt
hareketi egemenlik haklarini iceren “demokratik cumhuriyet” olusturma
fikrinin peginde kosmustu. 2008-2015 aras1 Kiirt hareketi bu g¢ergevede
Kiirt meselesi odakli bir tutumla siyasi iktidarla yol almaya calisti. C6-
zlim arayiglarinin karsiliksiz kalmasi ve 2015 devlet politikasindaki radi-
kal degisiklik sonrasi, yiiziinii ayni ilkelerle muhalefete dénmeye ¢aligti.
Bu kez merkeze aldig1 husus Kiirt sorunun ¢6ztimii ile Tiirkiye'nin de-
mokratiklesmesi arasinda bag kurulmasiydi. HDP tizerinden yiirtitiilen
bu politikada, 6zellikle Sancar-Buldan déneminde Kiirt hareketi Tiirkiye
siyasetinin, Tiirkiye muhalefetinin parcasi ve oyun kurucusu olmak, Kiirt
sorunun ¢oziimii i¢in 6nce iilkede demokratik zemini olusturmak, diyalo-
gu zorlamak stratejisi izlemeye bagladi. Kiirt sorunu ¢éztimiintin “yerel de-
mokrasi” oldugunu ifade ediyor, siyasi partilerle temas ve ittifak kurmaya
calistyor, onlarla masaya oturma galistyordu. Talep ve ¢abalarina olumlu
yanit alamasa da, bu ¢izgini stirdiirdii. Cumhurbagkanlig1 se¢imlerinde
Kiligdaroglu lehine aday gostermedi. Tktidar degisimi halinde gelecek de-
mokratik degisikliklere yatirim yapti.

Bu donemde Kiirt hareketi bakimindan ikinci énemli dinamik, silahli
miicadelen siyasi miicadeleye gegise yonelik arayisin zemin ve alan ka-
zanmasidir. 2015 sonrasi devlet-6rgiit catismalar1 yogunlasip koptukca ve
demokratiklesme-Kiirt sorunu iliskisi i¢inde siyaset yolu HDP tarafindan
zorlandikga, yasal-siyasi ayak one ¢ikmaya basliyor ve yasadig: baskilara

ragmen alanini genigletiyordu. Bu gelismenin Kiirt tabaninin talepleriyle

4 Ibid.
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ratization-Kurdish issue relationship, the legal-political pillar became prominent,
and gained traction despite the pressures it was experiencing. Despite claims that
this development was in line with the demands and changes of the Kurdish base,
there were occasional tensions between the PKK and the HDP (Qandil-Demirtag),
with Qandil stepping in and trying to assert its importance and keep the political
sphere under its control. This division between politics and violence was an im-
portant development for the Kurdish movement. In the 2023 elections, the influ-

ence of Qandil in the selection of candidates was a frequently emphasized issue.

3.2. Kurdish movement and election results

Two aspects stand out in this regard.

The first is the impact of the 2023 elections on the Kurdish movement and the

image of the Kurdish issue in society.
The second is the direct consequences for the Kurdish movement
The results had three implications for the public perception of the Kurdish issue.

First of all, the hoped-for change of government did not materialize. Erdogan’s
departure meant political normalization, while Kiligdaroglu’s rule meant a gen-
eral atmosphere of reconciliation and the possibility of a solution to the Kurdish
problem. In this context, the political and democratic investment in the opposi-

tion was not reciprocated.

The other important result was that the opposition candidate lost the elections
despite the unconditional support of the HDP. The power attributed to the HDP
and its voters was not reciprocated, and the belief in the Kurdish issue, and the

ability of Kurdish voters to determine votes was damaged.

Finally, compared to the previous elections, the HDP experienced a decline in
its voting rate, and its participation rate dropped in provinces where it was
strong in its region. This situation, which led to internal debates, criticism and
a change of leadership within the HDP, began to be evaluated by the various

non-Kurdish social segments as a weakness, withdrawal and tension.

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

ve degisimiyle uyumlu oldugu iddialarina ragmen, silahli 6rgiit ile HDP,
(Kandil-Demirtas) arasinda zaman zaman gerginlikler yasaniyor, Kandil
devreye girerek agirligini gostermeye, siyasi alani denetimi altinda tut-
maya calisiyordu. Siyaset-siddet arasinda bu hat ayrimi Kiirt hareketi ba-
kimindan 6nemli bir gelismeydi. 2023 se¢cimlerinde adaylarin belirlenme-

sinde Kandil etkisi sik alt1 ¢izilen hususlardan birisi olmustur.

3.2. Kiirt hareketi ve se¢im sonuglari
Bu konuda iki yon 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

flki, 2023 secimlerinin Kiirt hareketi ve Kiirt sorununun toplumdaki yeri

ve imaj1 bakimindan etkileridir.

Tkincisi dogrudan Kiirt hareketi {izerindeki sonuglaridir

Sonuglarin Kiirt sorununun toplumdaki algis1 bakimindan ti¢ ¢iktis1 oldu.
Oncelikle, umut baglanan iktidar degisimi gerceklesmedi. Erdogan’in git-
mesi siyasi normallesmeyi, Kiligdaroglu'nun iktidari ise genel bir uzlasma
ortaminin ve Kiirt sorununda her seye ragmen yeniden ¢6ziim imkanlari-

nin belirme ihtimalini ifade ediyordu. Bu ¢ercevede, muhalefete yapilan

siyasi ve demokratik yatirim karsilik bulmadai .

Diger 6nemli sonug, muhalefet adayinin HDP'nin kosulsuz destegine rag-
men segimleri kaybetmesiydi. HDP ve se¢menine atfedilen gti¢ karsiliksiz
¢ikmis, Kirt meselesinin ve Kiirt se¢gmenin oyun belirleme kabiliyetine

yonelik kani hasar gormiistii.

En nihayet HDP, bir 6nceki secimlere nispeten oy oraninda diisme yasa-
mis, bolgesinde giiclii oldugu illerde katilim orani dismiistii. HDP'nin
kendi icinde tartismalara, elestirileri ve bir yonetim degisikligine yol acan
bu durum, Kiirdi olmayan farkli toplumsal katmanlar tarafindan bir zaa-

fa, cekilme, gerilme olarak degerlendirmeye baglad1

Bu ti¢ hususun toplumdaki siyasi algida Kiirt meselesinin oyun belirleme

glici ve 6zgitil agirligiyla ilgili olumsuz bir etki yaptigini séylemek yan-
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It would not be wrong to say that these three issues have had a negative impact
on the political perception of the Kurdish issue in the society regarding its pow-
er to determine the vote and its specific force. The political meaning given to
the Kurdish issue in this context has been undermined. In the opposition’s per-
ception, the direct proportion established between democracy and the Kurdish
issue, and the idea that change will come with Kurdish support have partially
declined, the anti-Kurdish arguments used by the political power to consolidate
its power have come to the forefront in minds, and the Kurdish issue has faced
the possibility of becoming ordinary in the eyes of the average opposition if it

did not become less of a carrier in this sense.
As for the effects of the election results on the Kurdish movement:

The legal pillar of this movement is well known. As a result of the closure case
against the HDP, the YSP continued its path in the elections and today it con-
tinues with DEM.

The Kurdish side’s assessment of the results and its first official response was de-
scribed in the final declaration® of the meeting of the Green Left Party and HDP
Party Assemblies on the election results held on June 6-7. Accordingly, the failure
is acknowledged and the reasons for this are listed as “squeezing into a representative
and middle-class form of politics”, “treating politics as a reward-for-price equation” and
“becoming alienated from the public sphere”. The concrete form of these reasons on the
ground lies in the following statement in the manifesto: “The occurrence of erosions
due to our position in the presidential elections and the ideological erosions caused by the par-

tial break with the Third Way politics and the principle of not being a pillar of either pole...”

These emphases essentially suggest that the search for integration with the op-
position was unbalanced, on the wrong track and with the wrong methods.
Essentially, the self-criticism, or rather the criticism of HADEP's leadership, can
be considered as following a politics too close to the opposition, compromising
its autonomous stance and position, getting too involved in the centralized po-

litical game, and sacrificing the Kurdish issue and grassroots demands.
(5)  https://hdp.orgir/tr/yesil-sol-parti-ve-hdp-parti-meclisi-sonuc-bildirgesi/17418/

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

lis olmaz. Kiirt meselesine bu ¢ergevede verilen siyasi anlam yara almis
oldu. Muhalif algida demokrasi ve Kiirt meselesi arasindaki kurulan dog-
ru orant1 ve degisimin Kiirt destegiyle olacag: fikri kismen geriledi, si-
yasi iktidarin giiciinti tahkim etmesinde kullandig1 anti-Kiirt argtimanlar
zihinlerde 6ne ¢ikti, Kiirt sorunu bu anlamda tasiyiciliktan uzaklasmasa

ortalama bir muhalif géziinde siradanlagsma ihtimaliyle karsilagti.
Se¢im sonuglarmin Kiirt hareketi tizerindeki etkilerine gelince...

Bu hareketin yasal ayagi malum, HDP’ye acilan kapatma davasi sonucu,
yoluna segimlerde YSP devam etmis, bugiin ise DEM’le devam etmekte-
dir.

Sonuglar Kiirt tarafinin degerlendirmesi ve verdigi ilk resmi yanit, Yesil
Sol Parti ve HDP Parti Meclislerinin 6-7 Haziran’da yaptig1 se¢im sonug-
larina iligkin toplantinin sonug bildirgesinde® tarif edilmistir. Buna gore,
bagarisizlik kabul edilmekte, bunun nedenleri, “temsili ve orta sinif siyaset
bicimine sikisma”, “siyaseti bedel karsiliginda 0diil denkleminde ele alma” ve
“toplumsal sahadan uzaklagma” olarak siralanmaktadir. Bu nedenlerin saha-
daki somut hali, bildirgedeki su ifadede yatmaktadir: ‘Cumhurbaskanlig
secimlerindeki tutumumuzdan dolayi agimmalarin meydana gelmesi ve Ugiincii
Yol siyasetinden uzaklasma ve iki kutba da payanda olmama ilkesinden kismi

kopusun yarattigr ideolojik asinmalar...”

Bu vurgular, esasen muhalefetle entegre olma arayisinin dengesiz, yanlis
pistte ve yanlis yontemlerle yapildig1 séylemektedir. Esas olarak yapilan
6z elestiri, daha dogrusu HADEP yo6netimine elestiri, muhalefete ¢ok ya-
kin bir siyaset izleme, 6zerk durus ve konuma halel getirme, merkezi yer-
lesik siyasi oyunun igine ¢ok girme, Kiirt meselesi ve taban taleplerinden

fedakarlik yapma olarak ele alinabilir.

(5)  https://hdp.orgtr/tr/yesil-sol-parti-ve-hdp-parti-meclisi-sonuc-bildirgesi/17418/
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All this shows that after the resolution process, the Kurdish movement has
closed the chapter on the Kurdish question’s politics of retreat, withdrawal,
pushing democratization and the idea of a democratic republic through strong
ties with the opposition. The statement in the declaration that “the ideological-po-
litical stance that will realize our idea in the strongest way, that will take us outside the

”

two hegemonic fault lines of the system, is the Third Way...” also confirms this. As a
result, in line with these criticisms, the executive staff of the legal pillar of the
movement changed, and the new management started to follow a more Kurd-
ish path, symbolically and politically. What is meant by the term Kurdish is not
to move away from the idea of Turkishness and alliances in this direction, but
to revive the functioning of Kurdish politics towards the Kurdish issue and the

Kurdish base, including the use of the Kurdish language.

In this way, from an outside perspective, although this is the Kurdish move-
ment’s and parties’” own view of the past period, it is more accurate to speak
of a continuity rather than a rupture in terms of the Kurdish issue. Politically,
the HDP period leads up to the present and forms a whole with the present. As
a matter of fact, in accordance with the spirit of the time, it has accumulated
inputs that will hold a place in Kurdish political memory. As I stated in my
previous report, “the sociological and political changes in recent years have begun to
give the HDP the mission of carrying the ‘political method” in the Kurdish issue and
movement, and a will and political tendency has also emerged within the party in this
regard...” This is a permanent input that must be taken into account. The change
from HADEP to DEM is mainly due to the change in political conditions out-
side the movement, the narrowing of the general political space, and the elec-

toral failure that triggered a wave of turning inward.

As amatter of fact, the main strategy of the Kurdish movement has not changed;
the democratic republic remains the main thesis. The declaration makes the fol-
lowing statements in this regard: “We insist on the democratic solution of the Kurd-
ish question and the Democratic Republic. In the coming period, the AKP-MHP bloc
will insist on its current policies on the Kurdish question. Against this, we will insist

on increasing the ‘Struggle for Peace and Democracy’...”

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Tim bunlar, Kiirt hareketinde, ¢dziim stireci sonrasi, Kiirt sorunun geriye,
¢ekilme, demokratiklesmenin itilme siyasetinin ve demokratik cumhuri-
yet fikrinin muhalefetle ve kuvvetli bag tizerinden yturitiilmesi sayfasi-
nin kapandig1 gostermektedir. Bildirgedeki, “fikriyatimizi en giiclii sekilde
hayata gegirecek olan bizi sistemin iki hegemonik fay hattinin disina tasiyacak

7

ideolojik-politik durus Uciincii Yol'dur...” ifadesi de bunu teyit etmektedir.
Sonug olarak bu elestiriler istikametinde hareketin yasal ayaginda yoneti-
ci kadrolar degismis, yeni yonetim simgesel ve politik olarak daha Kiirdi
bir yol izlemeye baslamistir. Kiirdi tabirinden kasit, Ttirkiyelilik fikrin-
den ve bu istikametteki ittifaklardan uzaklagsmaktan ¢ok, Kiirt siyasetinin
Kiirt meselesine ve Kiirtce dili kullanimi da dahil Kiirt tabanina déniik
isleyisini ihya etmektir.

Bu birlikte, dis gbzle bir degerlendirme yapilacak olursa, Kiirt hareketi-
nin ve partilerin gecmis déneme iliskin bakis1 bu olmakla birlikte Kiirt
meselesi itibariyle bir kopustan degil, bir stireklilikten s6z etmek daha
dogrudur. Siyasi agidan HDP dénemi bugiine agilmakta ve bugtinle bir
biitiin olusturmaktadir. Nitekim zamanin ruhuna uygun olarak Kiirt siya-
si belleginde yer tutacak girdileri biriktirmistir. Bir énceki raporumda ifa-
de ettigim tizere, “son yillarda yasanan sosyolojik ve siyasi degisimler HDP’ye
Kiirt meselesi ve hareketinde ‘siyasi yontemi’ tasima misyonu vermeye baglamas,
bu konuda parti i¢inde bir irade ve politik egilim de olusmustur...” Bu kalic1 ve
dikkate alinmas1 gereken bir girdidir. HADEP ten DEM’e dogru degisim
ise esas olarak hareket disi siyasal kosullarin degismesinden, genel siyasi
alanin daralmasindan, se¢im bagarisizliginin bir ige doniis dalgasin tetik-

lemesinden kaynaklanmaktadar.

Nitekim Kiirt hareketinin ana stratejisinde bir degisiklik olmamuistir, de-
mokratik cumhuriyet ana tez olmay: stirdiirmektedir. Bildirgede bu ko-
nuda su ifadeler yer almaktadir: “Kiirt sorununun demokratik ¢oziimiinde
ve Demokratik Cumhuriyet'te israrciyiz. Oniimiizdeki siirecte AKP-MHP bloku
Kiirt sorunundaki mevcut politikalarinda 1srarci olacaktir. Bizler de buna kars

‘Baris ve Demokrasi Miicadelesini’ biiyiitmekte israr edecegiz...”
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Today, within this framework, the DEM Party is endeavouring to fortify its own
space or to re-establish its autonomous space, which it thinks has been dam-
aged by alliance politics, and Table-of-Six politics. The field of politics is being
redefined and questioned within this framework. Issues that may benefit the
Kurdish issue, such as the removal of trustees, the release of some prisoners,
the launch of a new solution process, for example, have become defined as ele-

ments that can be negotiated even with the AK Party if necessary.

This policy of distance, based on self-interest, is also maintained against the op-
position. For example, in Esenyurt, an important district of Istanbul in the local
elections, DEM did not nominate a candidate in this district after the CHP nom-
inated a Kurdish candidate, Ahmet Ozer, who is close to Kurds. In addition, as a
result of some possible negotiations for municipal council memberships, DEM
did not nominate candidates in 12 districts in Istanbul where the vote difference
between the CHP and the AK Party is small, with a high probability of transfer
from the People’s Alliance to the CHP.

This is the picture on the Kurdish front.

3.3. Power and opposition on the Kurdish
question after the elections

The opposition’s weakness, its lack of politics and the pressure of the contract
of Turkishness make it less likely to take the initiative on the Kurdish issue.
On the other hand, there are no elections in Turkey for the next 4 years and an
uninterrupted Erdogan rule is on the horizon. There is no doubt that any move-
ment on the Kurdish issue, if there is to be one, will again be addressed to the
government. There is no doubt that such a possible movement will be closely
tied to the conditions in the region, especially in Syria, and the balances that will

emerge after the US elections.

However, as of now, the main question is “what will be the near-term Kurdish pol-
icy of the political power in the new period, with new data, within the framework of the

AK Party’s rationalization moves?”

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Bugiin DEM Parti bu cercevede kendi alanini tahkim etmeye ya da itti-
fak politikalariyla, altili masa politikalariyla zedelendigini diistindiigii ya
da zarar gordiigiinii diistindiigii 6zerk alanini yeniden kurmaya gayret
etmektedir. Siyasetin alani yeniden ve bu gercevede tarif edilmekte, sor-
gulamaktadir. Kiirt meselesine getirisi veya faydasi olabilecek, 6rnegin
kayyumlarin kaldirilmasi, 6rnegin kimi tutuklularin serbest birakilmasi,
yeni bir ¢6ziim siirecinin baglatilmas: gibi hususlar gerekirse AK Parti’yle

bile miizakere edilebilecek unsurlar olarak tanimlanir hale gelmistir.

Bu, 6z faydaya yonelik mesafeli politika muhalefete kars: da stirdiiriil-
mektedir. Ornegin yerel segimlere dogru Istanbul’un nemli bir ilgesi olan
Esenyurt'ta CHP’nin, Kiirtlere yakin , bir Kiirt ismi, Ahmet Ozer’i aday
gOstermesi tizerine DEM bu ilgede aday ¢ikarmamistir. Ayrica, DEM- be-
lediye meclis tiyeliklerine yonelik muhtemel kimi pazarliklar sonunda, Is-
tanbul’da Cumhur Ittifaki’'ndan CHP’ye ge¢me ihtimali yiiksek, olan CHP

ile AK Parti arasinda oy farkinin az oldugu 12 ilcede aday gostermemistir.

Kiirt cephesinde tablo ana hatlariyla boyle goriintiyor.

3.3. Secim sonrasi Kiirt sorununda iktidar ve muhalefet

Mubhalefetin zayiflig1, siyasetsizligi ve Tiirkliik s6zlesmesi baskisi altinda
olmasi Kiirt meselesinde inisiyatif alma olasiligin1 ¢ok azaltryor. Buna kar-
sin ontimtizdeki 4 yil boyunca Tiirkiye’de yapilacak secim bulunmuyor ve
ufukta kesintisiz Erdogan iktidar1 gortintiyor. Bu kosullarda Kiirt sorunun-
da, eger olacaksa herhangi bir hareketin adresi yine iktidar olacaktir Boyle
muhtemel bir hareketin bolge, 6zellikle Suriye kosullarina ve ABD yapilacak

secim sonrasi ortaya ¢ikacak dengeleri yakindan bagli olduguna stiphe yok.

Ancak, su an itibariyle esas soru, “yeni donemde, yeni verilerle, AK Parti’nin
rasyonellesme hamleleri cercevesinde siyasi iktidarin yakin vade Kiirt politikas

nasil seyredecek?” sorusudur.

Once Kiirt hareketinin bu soruya nasil yanit verdigine bakalim. HDP-YSP

ortak degerlendirmesi ve yukarida anilan bildirgede bu konudaki soyle
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Let us first look at how the Kurdish movement responded to this question. In
the HDP-YSP joint evaluation and the above-mentioned declaration, it is stated
as follows: “In the coming period, the AKP-MHP bloc will insist on its current policies
on the Kurdish question. It is clear that in the new period, the state will put into effect
a dual strategy. On the one hand, while insisting on its current general policies, on the
other hand, it will want to break our political power in the region through some forma-
tions. With this political-sociological investment, the state mind aims to take the Kurd-
ish people into captivity through different methods, as the government clearly states.
This political orientation of the government means the continuation of the monist and

denialist state policy in continuity and by changing its form...”

A similar assessment was expressed in harsher language in the PKK’s publica-
tion ANF: “While the freedom march continues on the basis of the struggle against the
international conspiracy, the pillars of a new conspiracy are being woven in Ankara,
Baghdad and Hewlér (Erbil) ... It cannot be said that these attacks carried out by AKP-
MHP fascism to realize the Kurdish genocide are sufficiently understood by the Kurdish
people and their friends”®

Concrete developments confirm the main lines of the declaration. As a mat-
ter of fact, the state is conducting a deep and prolonged military operation in
Northern Iraq, with the main objective of creating a security corridor along the
border line similar to the one in Syria. One of the conditions for this is to put
pressure on the PKK camps, especially in Sinjar, and to get Baghdad and Erbil
to do the same. It has been reported in the press that Turkey has been in contact
with Barzani on this issue and has been putting pressure on the Baghdad gov-

ernment in order to achieve results.”

(6)  Cited by Yildiray Ogur, https://serbestiyet.com/gunun-yazilari/31-marti-asiri-derecede-onemseyenlerin-goremedigi-asiri-
derecede-onemli-bir-tartisma-157005/

(7)  The visits to Baghdad on January 23 and Erbil on January 28" by ibrahim Kalin, the head of the National Intelligence
Organization (MIT), and the visits to these two cities on February 6 and 7 by Yasar Giler, the Minister of Defense, and
Metin Giirak, the Chief of General Staff, respectively, as well as the recent expansion of MiT’s cross-border operations
against PKK targets to Sulaymaniyah and the pressure exerted on the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) administration
controlled by the Talabani family are among the signs of this situation.

See https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-61139346

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

deniyor: “Oniimiizdeki siirecte AKP-MHP bloku Kiirt sorunundaki mevcut po-
litikalarinda 1srarct olacaktir. Agiktir ki yeni donemde devlet akli ikili bir strateji
devreye koyacaktir. Bir yandan mevcut genel politikalarinda israr ederken, bir
yandan da kimi olusumlar iizerinden siyasal giiciimiizii bolgede kirmak isteye-
cektir. Devlet akli yaptig1 bu siyasal-sosyolojik yatirimla, iktidarin agik¢a ifade
ettigi gibi Kiirt halkini farkli yontemlerle teslim alma siyasetini hedeflemektedir.
Iktidarin bu siyasal yonelimi, tekci ve inkdrci devlet politikastnin siireklilik icin-

de ve bigim degistirerek devam etmesi anlamina gelmektedir...”

Benzer bir degerlendirme daha sert dille PKK yayin organt ANF'de de
dile getirilmistir: “Uluslararas: komploya kars:t miicadele temelinde 6zgiirliik
yiiriiyiisii siirerken yeni bir komplonun ayagr Ankara, Bagdat ve Hewlér’de (Er-
bil) oriilmeye ¢alisiliyor ... AKP-MHP fasizminin Kiirt soykirimini gerceklestir-
mek icin yiiriittiigii bu saldirilarin Kiirt halki ve dostlar: tarafindan yeteri kadar

anlasildigi soylenemez.”*

Somut gelismeler de, bildirgedeki tespitleri ana hatlariyla teyit etmekte-
dir. Nitekim devlet Kuzey Irak’ta derin ve siireli bir askeri operasyon yii-
riitmekte, ana hedefin sinir hattinda Suriye’dekine bir giivenlik koridoru
olusturmak oldugunu belirtilmektedir. Bunun kogullarindan birisi de hem
Sincar basta olmak tizere PKK kamplari tizerine baski yapmak, Bagdat'in
ve Erbil’in baski yapmasini saglamaktir. Nitekim Tiirkiye'nin bu konuda
Barzani'yle iliski icinde oldugu, Bagdat hiikiimetine sonug alict baskilar

yaptigi, basinda yer alan haberler arasinda bulunuyor.”

Diger taraftan AK Parti yeni donemde PKK’yla sadece askeri alanda degil

siyasi stratejik yontemlerle miicadelesini derinlestirme sinyalleri veriyor.

(6)  Zikreden Yildiray Ogur, https://serbestiyet.com/gunun-yazilari/31-marti-asiri-derecede-onemseyenlerin-goremedigi-asiri-
derecede-onemli-bir-tartisma-157005/

(7)  Milli istihbarat Tegkilati Baskant ibrahim Kalin'in, Bagdat'1 23 Ocak'ta, Erbil'i 28 Ocak'ta ziyaret etmesi, bu iki sehre 6-7 Subat
giinlerinde Savunma Bakani Yasar Giler ve Genelkurmay Baskani Orgeneral Metin Giirak'in da gitmeleri, ayrica MiT'in son
donemde PKK hedeflerine dontik sinir 6tesi operasyonlarin kapsamini Siilleymaniye’ye kadar genisletmesi, Talabani ailesinin
kontroliindeki Kiirdistan Yurtseverler Birligi (KYB) yonetimini baski altina almasi bu durumun isaretleri arasinda bulunuyor.
Bkz. https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-61139346
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On the other hand, in the new period, the AK Party is signalling to deepen its
fight against the PKK not only in the military field but also through political
and strategic methods. This is essentially an attempt to isolate the DEM Party
within Turkey, and the PKK and YPG in Iraq and Syria. In other words, Ankara
is trying to encircle the PKK in Syria and Iraq through political alliances with its
opponents (such as Barzani and Arab tribes), including Kurdish elements. Con-
sidering the positive course of relations with the KDP in Iraq and the tension
between the KDP and the PKK, the reconciliation of this issue with right-wing
politics through both nationalism and Kurdishness, and pulling it in that direc-

tion seems to be the result of such a strategy.

HUDA-PAR's presence in the People’s Alliance is part of a strategy, broadcast-
ing the message that the AK Party is not at odds with the Kurds, tries to keep

the DEM out of the system and tries to break its monopoly on representation.

Turkey’s policy of supporting and possibly nurturing Arab tribes in the fight for
territory in Derzor and Rojava in Syria, and its search for contact with Assad can
also be considered within this framework. Erdogan’s description of the conflict
between Arab tribes and Kurdish groups in Syria as “Arab tribes are local and
national”, followed by Hakan Fidan's statement, “If these conflicts between Arabs
and Kurds continue like this, they will continue. This is what we foresee, and that place
belongs to the Arab tribes” shows the strategy and path Ankara is following with

its Foreign Ministry, Intelligence Organization, and National Security Council.

As a result, there is no sign of any change in the government’s Kurdish poli-
cy. However, the possibility of contact between the conflicting parties is also
an artifact of their different changing strategies and the international-regional
conjuncture. How and in which direction the Kurdish movement will pursue
its efforts for a democratic republic, the AK Party’s security moves in the region
and Turkey, and the future of Syria are still uncertain. It is also unrealistic to
make predictions about the Kurdish issue, except for observations. As a whole,
it can be said that the picture is ambiguous, but points to a period pregnant with

new developments.

NEW POLITICAL BALANCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Bunun, esas olarak Tiirkiye iginde DEM'], Irak ve Suriye’de PKK ve YPG'yi
yalnizlagtirma arayisi oldugu séylenebilir. Diger bir ifadeyle Ankara Suri-
ye’de ve Irak’ta, PKK’y1, onun (Barzani ve Arap asiretleri gibi) muhalifle-
riyle kuracag: Kiirdi unsurlar da iceren siyasi ittifaklar tizerinden politik
¢ember icine alinmaya gayret etmektedir. Irak’ta KDP"yle iligkilerin pozi-
tif seyri, KDP-PKK arasindaki gerilim dikkate alindiginda hem milliyet-
¢ilik hem Kiirtliik tizerinden bu meselesinin sag siyasetle baristirilmasi, o

istikamete ¢ekilmesi boyle stratejinin eseri gibi gortinmektedir.

HUDA-PAR 1n Cumbhur ittifaki igindeki varligi AK Parti'nin Kiirtlerle
kavgali olmadig1 mesajini tagsiyan, DEM’i sistem disinda tutmaya calisan,

temsil tekelini kirmaya galian bir stratejiyi icermektedir.

Suriye’de Derzor ve Rojava’daki alan kavgasinda Tiirkiye'nin Arap asiret-
lerini destekleyen ve muhtemelen besleyen politikasi, Esat’la temas ara-
yist da bu gergevede ele alinabilir. Erdogan’in Suriye’de Arap asiretlerle
Kiirt gruplarin catismasina yonelik “Arap asiretleri yerli ve millidir” gibi
bir tanimda bulunmasi, ardindan Hakan Fidan’'in, “bu ¢atismalar Araplar-
la Kiirtler arasinda boyle devam ederse siirer gider. Zaten biz bunu éngériiyo-
ruz ve orast Arap agiretlerinindir” s6zleri, Ankara’nin Disisleriyle, MiT"yle,

MGK’s1yla nasil bir strateji ve yol izledigini gostermektedir.

Sonug olarak iktidarin Kiirt politikasinda herhangi bir degisiklik 15181 g6-
rinmemektedir. Bununla birlikte, catisan taraflar arasi temas imkani, cati-
san farkli degisen stratejilerinin ve uluslararasi-bolgesel konjonktiiriin de
bir eseridir. Kiirt hareketinin, demokratik cumhuriyet ¢abalarini nasil ve
hangi istikamette gosterecegi, AK Parti’nin bolge ve Tiirkiye’deki giiven-
lik hamleleri, Suriye’nin gelecegi heniiz belirsizdir. Kiirt meselesiyle ilgili
kestirim yapmak da, tespitler disinda gergekgi degildir. Bir biitiin olarak
tablonun muglak, ancak yeni gelismelere gebe bir doneme isaret etmekte

oldugu soylenebilir.

YENI SIYASi DENGELER VE CATISMA GOZUMU IMKANLARI
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DPI AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aims and objectives of DPI include:

* To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for
discussion on establishing a structured public dialogue on peace and
democracy building.

* To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw
on comparative studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms
used to achieve positive results in similar cases.

* To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge,
ideas, concerns, suggestions and challenges facing the development
of a democratic solution in Turkey and the wider region.

* To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics,
civil society and policy-makers.

* To identify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to
participate in and influence democracy-building.

* Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties share in-
formation, ideas, knowledge and concerns connected to the develop-
ment of democratic solutions and outcomes. Our work supports the
development of a pluralistic political arena capable of generating con-
sensus and ownership over work on key issues surrounding democra-

tic solutions at political and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to encou-
rage stronger public debates and involvements in promoting peace
and democracy building internationally. Within this context DPI aims
to contribute to the establishment of a structured public dialogue on
peace and democratic advancement, as well as to widen and create
new existing platforms for discussions on peace and democracy buil-
ding. In order to achieve this we seek to encourage an environment of
inclusive, frank, structured discussions whereby different parties are
in the position to openly share knowledge, concerns and suggestions
for democracy building and strengthening across multiple levels.

DPI's objective throughout this process is to identify common priori-
ties and develop innovative approaches to participate in and influence
the process of finding democratic solutions. DPI also aims to support
and strengthen collaboration between academics, civil society and po-
licy-makers through its projects and output. Comparative studies of
relevant situations are seen as an effective tool for ensuring that the
mistakes of others are not repeated or perpetuated. Therefore we see
comparative analysis of models of peace and democracy building to be

central to the achievement of our aims and objectives.
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DEMOKRATIK
GELISiM ENSTITUSU'NUN.
AMAGLARI VE HEDEFLER]

DPI'in amaglari ve hedefleri:

* Barigin ve demokrasinin ingasi lizerine yapilandirilmis bir kamusal
diyalogun olusmasi icin gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin geligtiriimesi
ve genisletiimesi.

* Farkh kesimlerin karsilastirmali galismalar vesilesiyle bir araya gele-
rek, farkl diinya ornekleri 6zelinde benzer durumlarda olumlu sonug-
lar elde etmek igin kullaniimis gesitli mekanizmalari incelemesine ve
analiz etmesine olanak saglamak. Farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek
Tirkiye ve daha genis bir cografyada demokratik bir ¢ozlimin gelistiril-
mesine yonelik bilgilerini, dliglincelerini, endiselerini, onerilerini, kay-
gilarini ve karsilasgilan zorluklar paylastigl bir ortam yaratmak. Akade-
misyenler, sivil toplum &rgitleri ve karar alicilar arasindaki igbirliginin
desteklemek ve gliclendirmek.

¢ Ortak oncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insasi siirecini ve siirece
katilimi etkileyecek yenilikgi yaklagimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil, irk, renk,
cinsiyet, siyasi goriis ve inang farki géozetmeksizin insan haklarini tes-
vik etmek ve korumak.

Demokratik Geligim Enstittisti (DPI), Turkiye'de demokratik bir ¢ozi-

miin gelistirilmesi igin, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini, fi-

kirlerini, kaygilarini ve dnerilerini paylastiklari bir ortami tesvik etmeyi
amagclamaktadir. Calismalarimiz, demokratik ¢oziimiin saglanmasi igin
kilit 6nem tasiyan konularda fikir birligine varma ve uzlasilan konulari
sahiplenme yetenegine sahip ¢ogulcu bir siyasi alanin gelistirilmesini
desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak giiclii bir kamusal tartismayi; barigi ve demokrasiyi ulus-
lararasi diizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik katilimlari tesvik etmek igin uz-
manliga ve pratige dayali bir bakis agisiyla hareket ediyoruz. Bu ger-
cevede baris ve demokratik ilerleme konusunda yapilandiriimis bir
kamusal tartismanin olusturulmasina katkida bulunmayi; baris ve de-
mokrasi insasi tartigsmalari igin yeni platformlar yaratmayi ve mevcut
platformlar genisletmeyi amacliyoruz.

Bu amaglara ulasabilmenin geregi olarak, farklh kesimlerin demokra-
sinin ingasi ve gliclendirmesi icin bilgilerini, endiselerini ve 6nerilerini
acikga paylasabilecekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandiriimis tartisma
ortamini gesitli seviyelerde tesvik etmeye calisiyoruz. DPI olarak farkl
projelerimiz araciliiyla akademi, sivil toplum ve karar alicilar arasinda-

ki isbirligini desteklemeyi ve gliclendirmeyi de hedefliyoruz.
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~ BOARD MEMBERS
YONETIM KURULU YELERI

KERIM YILDIZ

(Chief Executive Officer / icra Kurulu Bagkani)

Kerim Yildiz is an expert in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, inter-
national human rights law and minority rights, having worked on nu-
merous projects in these areas over his career. Yildiz has received a
number of awards, including from the Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights for his services to protect human rights and promote the rule
of law in 1996, and the Sigrid Rausing Trust’s Human Rights award for
Leadership in Indigenous and Minority Rights in 2005. Yildiz is also
a recipient of the 2011 Gruber Prize for Justice. He has also written
extensively on international humanitarian law, conflict, and various hu-
man rights mechanisms.

Kerim Yildiz ¢atisma ¢dbzlimdi, barisin insasi, uluslararasi insan hakla-
ri ve azinlik haklari konusunda uzman bir isimdir ve kariyeri boyunca
bu alanlarda cok cesitli projelerde calismistir. Kerim Yildiz, 1996 yi-
linda insan haklarinin korunmasi ve hukuk kurallarinin uygulanmasi
yéniindeki cabalarindan étiirii insan Haklari igin Avukatlar Komitesi
Odiili’ne, 2005°te Sigrid Rausing Trust Vakfi’nin Azinlik Haklari ala-
ninda Liderlik Odiilii’ne ve 2011°de ise Gruber Vakfi Uluslararasi Adalet
Odiilii'ne layik gériilmiistiir. Uluslararasi insan haklari hukuku, insancil
hukuk ve azinlik haklari konularinda 6nemli bir isim olan Yildiz, ulusla-
rarasi insan haklari hukuku ve insan haklari mekanizmalari lizerine gok
sayida yazili esere sahiptir.

NICHOLAS STEWART KC

(Chair / Yonetim Kurulu Baskani)

Nicholas Stewart, KC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge
(Chancery and King’s Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom. He is
the former Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and
Wales and former President of the Union Internationale des Avocats.
He has appeared at all court levels in England and Wales, before the

Privy Council on appeals from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and
the Bahamas, and in the High Court of the Republic of Singapore and
the European Court of Human Rights. Stewart has also been the chair
of the Dialogue Advisory Group since its founding in 2008.

Tecriibeli bir hukukegu olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallik Yiiksek Mah-
kemesi (Chancery and King’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hdkimidir. Geg-
miste Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklari Komitesi Baskanlig
(Bar Human Rihts Committee of England and Wales) ve Uluslararasi
Avukatlar Birligi (Union Internationale des Avocats) baskanligi gé-
revlerinde bulunmustur. Ingiltere ve Galler’de gerceklesen ve Ma-
lezya, Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar, Singapur ve Avrupa insan
Haklari mahkemelerinin temyiz konseylerinde gériis bildirdi. Stewart,
2008’deki kurulugsundan bu yana Diyalog Danisma Grubunun baskan-
ligini da ydiriitiyor.

OWEN BOWCOTT

Journalist, was The Guardian’s legal affairs and Ireland correspondent.
He has previously been a general news reporter, foreign news editor and
was Ireland correspondent during The Troubles. He studied history at
Birmingham University and journalism at Cardiff University. He started
off working for the Birmingham Post and later joined the BBC, working
as a researcher and producer for BBC News and the current affairs pro-
gramme Panorama. He has also been a reporter on The Daily Telegraph.
He is co-author of a book, Beating the System, about the early years of
computer hacking and the criminalisation of online activity.

The Guardian Gazetesi’nin eski hukuki isler ve irlanda muhabiridir.
Kuzey irlanda’daki Sikinti Yillari (‘The Troubles’) boyunca gazetenin
irlanda muhabirligini yapan Bowcott, daha énce de genel haber muha-
biri ve dis haber editérii olarak calismistir. Bowcott, Birmingham Uni-
versitesi’nde tarih ve Cardiff Universitesi’nde gazetecilik okumustur.
Is hayatina Birmingham Post’da baslayan konusmacimiz, daha sonra
BBC’de arastirmaci ve programci olarak BBC News ve giincel mese-
leler hakkinda bir program olan Panorama’ya katkida bulunmustur.
Bowcott ayrica The Daily Telegraph’da muhabir olarak da ¢aligsmistir.
Erken dénem bilgisayar hekleme ve ¢evrimigi faaliyetinin su¢ sayilma-
si konusunda ‘Sistemi Yenme’ (‘Beating the System’) baslikli kitabin
es yazarl.
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PRISCILLA HAYNER

Priscilla Hayner is co-founder of the International Center for Transitional
Justice and is currently on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby
Team of Mediation Experts. She is a global expert on truth commissions
and transitional justice initiatives and has authored several books on
these topics, including Unspeakable Truths, which analyses truth com-
missions globally. Hayner has recently engaged in the recent Colombia
talks as transitional justice advisor to Norway, and in the 2008 Kenya ne-
gotiations as human rights advisor to former UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and the United Nations-African Union mediation team. Hayner
has also worked significantly in the implementation stages following a
peace agreement or transition, including Sierra Leone in 1999 and South
Sudan in 2015.

Gegis Dénemi Adaleti i¢in Uluslararasi Merkez’in (International Center for
Transitional Justice) kurucularindan olan Priscilla Hayner, ayni zamanda
BM Kidemli Arabuluculuk Danigmanlarn Ekibi’ndedir. Hakikat komisyonla-
r, gegis dénemi adaleti inisiyatifleri ve mekanizmalari konusunda kiiresel
bir uzman olan Hayner, hakikat komisyonlarini kiiresel olarak analiz eden
Unspeakable Truths (Konulmayan Gergekler) da dahil olmak (izere, alanda
pek ¢ok yayina sahiptir. Hayner, yakin zamanda Kolombiya barig gériisme-
lerinde Norveg’in gecis dénemi adaleti danismani olarak ve 2008 Kenya
miizakerelerinde eski BM Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan ve Birlesmis Mil-
letler-Afrika Birligi arabuluculuk ekibinin insan haklari danismani olarak
gérev yapmistir. Hayner, 1999°da Sierra Leone ve 2015°te Giliney Sudan da
dahil olmak lizere bircok lilkede, baris anlasmasi ve gegis sonrasi uygula-
malari konularinda ¢aligmalar yapmistir.

ARILD HUMLEN

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Association’s
Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number of jurisdic-
tions, with emphasis on international civil law and human rights, and he
has lectured at the law faculty of several universities in Norway. Humlen
is the recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar Association of Oslo for his
work on the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the Honor Prize
from the international organisation Save the Children for his efforts to
strengthen the legal rights of children.

Hukukgu olan Arild Humlen ayni zamanda Norveg¢ Barosu Hukuk Komite-
si’nin direktériidiir. Uluslararasi medeni hukuk ve insan haklari gibi yargi
alanlari (izerine ¢ok sayida yazisi yayinlanmis, Norveg¢’te bir dizi hukuk
fakiiltesinde ders vermistir. Oslo Barosu blinyesinde Siginmacilik ve Gég-
menlik Hukuku Davalari Calisma Grubu baskani olarak yaptigi ¢alisma-
lardan dolayi Oslo Barosu Onur Odiilii'ne layik gériilmiistiir.

ANTONIA POTTER PRENTICE

Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015-a global
network of humanitarian and development organisations. Prentice has
extensive experience on a range of humanitarian, development, peace-
making and peacebuilding issues through her previous positions, in-
cluding interim Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint Peace Fund for My-
anmar and providing technical advice to the Office of the Special Envoy
of the UN Secretary General to the Yemen peace process. Prentice has
also been involved in various international organisations including UN
Women, Dialogue Advisory Group, and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.
Prentice co-founded the Athena Consortium as part of which she acts
as Senior Manager on Mediation Support, Gender and Inclusion for the
Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) and as Senior Adviser to the European
Institute for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluslarinin ve kalkinma 6rgiit-
lerinin kiiresel agi olan ittifak 2015’in direktériidiir. Prentice, Myanmar
icin Ortak Baris Fonu’na gecici Kidemli Cinsiyet Danismani ve Birlesmis
Milletler Genel Sekreteri Yemen Ozel Elgisi Ofisi’ne teknik tavsiyeler
vermek de dahil olmak lizere insancil faaliyetler, kalkinma, baris yap-
ma ve baris ingsasi gibi konularda sivil toplum blinyesinde 17 yillik bir
calisma tecriibesine sahiptir. BM Kadinlari, Diyalog Danisma Grubu ve
insani Yardim Diyalogu Merkezi gibi cesitli uluslararasi érgiitlerde gé-
rev yapan Prentice, kuruculari arasinda yer aldigi Athena Konsorsiyomu
Arabuluculuk Destegi, Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kaynastirma igin Kriz Yo-
netimi insiyatifi’nde yéneticilik ve Avrupa Baris Enstitiisii’ne (EIP) bas-
danismanlik yapmaktadir.
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COUNCIL OF EXPERTS
UZMANLAR KURULU UYELERI

BERTIE AHERN

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a position
to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial appointments as
well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining moment of Mr Ahern’s
three terms in office as Taoiseach was the successful negotiation of the
Good Friday Agreement in April 1998. Mr Ahern held the Presidency of the
European Council in 2004, presiding over the historic enlargement of the
EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Government in 2008 Mr Ahern has
dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively involved with many
groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The Inter Ac-
tion Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of the Inter-
national Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country; Honorary
Adjunct Professor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in NUI Maynooth;
Member of the Kennedy Institute of NUI Maynooth; Member of the Insti-
tute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin; Member of the Varkey Gems Founda-
tion Advisory Board; Member of Crisis Management Initiative; Member of
the World Economic Forum Agenda Council on Negotiation and Conflict
Resolution; Member of the IMAN Foundation; Advisor to the Legislative
Leadership Institute Academy of Foreign Affairs; Senior Advisor to the In-
ternational Advisory Council to the Harvard International Negotiation Pro-
gramme; and Director of Co-operation Ireland.

Tecriibeli bir siyasetci olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gbrevinden sonra
irlanda Cumhuriyeti Basbakani olarak gérev yapmistir. Bertie Ahern’in bas-
bakanlik yaptigi dénemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilinin Nisan ayinda
Hayirli Cuma Anlagmasi’yla sonuglanan baris gérlismesi miizakerelerinin
baslatiimasi olmustur. Ahern, 2004 yilinda Avrupa Konseyi baskanligi g6-
revini ylirtitiirken Avrupa Birligi’nin lye (ilke sayisinin 27’ye ¢iktig tarihsel
sliregte payi olan en énemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda aktif
siyasetten cekilen Bertie Ahern o tarihten bu yana biitiin zamanini gatisma
¢6ziimii ¢alismalarina ayirmakta ve bu amacla pek ¢ok grupla temaslarda
bulunmaktadir. Ahern’in hali hazirda sahip oldugu (invanlar sunlardir: The

Inter Action Council Esbaskanligi, Clinton Kiiresel insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask
Ulkesindeki Catisma Uzerine Calisma Yiiriiten Uluslararasi Grup Uyeligi,
irlanda Ulusal Universitesi Arabuluculuk ve Catismaya Miidahale Béliimii
Fahri Profesérliigii, Berlin Kiiltiirel Diplomasi Enstitiisii Uyeligi, Varkey
Gems Vakfi Danisma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz idaresi Inisiyatifi Uyeligi, Diinya
Ekonomik Forumu Miizakere ve Catisma Céziimii Forumu Konsey Uyeligi,
Harvard Uluslararasi Miizakere Programi Uluslararasi Danismanlar Konse-
yi Basdanismani.

DERMOT AHERN

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Government
Minister and was a key figure for more than 20 years in the Irish peace
process, including in negotiations for the Good Friday Agreement and the
St Andrews Agreement. He also has extensive experience at the EU Coun-
cil level, including as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional
and Lisbon Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gecmiste irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilligi ve kabinede bakanlik gérev-
lerinde bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir siire irlanda baris siire-
cinde anahtar bir rol oynamistir ve bu siire iginde Belfast Anlagmasi (Ha-
yirl Cuma Anlagmasi) ve St. Andrews Anlagmasi icin yapilan miizakerelere
dahil olmusgtur. AB Konseyi seviyesinde de 6nemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern,
AB Anayasasi ve Lizbon Antlasmalari siirecinde de énemli bir arabulucu
ve imzaci olmugtur. 2005 yilinda dénemin Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sek-
reteri Kofi Annan tarafindan BM Reformu konusunda 6zel temsilci olarak
atanmigtir.

Prof. Dr. MEHMET ASUTAY

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic
Political Economy & Finance at the Durham University Business School,
UK. He researches, teaches and supervises research on Islamic political
economy and finance, Middle Eastern economic development and finance,
the political economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish
political economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic
Economics and Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic
Economics, as well as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic

-,

75

o
v



4T
]
L 4

76

Social Science. He is the Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British Soci-
ety for Middle Eastern Studies); and of the IAIE (International Association
for Islamic Economics).

Dr. Mehmet Asutay, ingiltere’deki Durham Universitesi’nin isletme Fakiilte-
si’nde Ortadogu’nun islami Siyasal Ekonomisi ve Finansi alaninda profesor
olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Asutay Tiirk ve Kiirt siyasal ekonomisi, islami
siyasal ekonomi, ve Ortadogu’da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler ver-
mekte, arastirmalar yapmakta ve yapilan aragtirmalara danismanlik yap-
maktadir.

ALi BAYRAMOGLU

Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since 1994, he has
contributed as a columnist for a variety of newspapers. He is currently a
columnist for daily Karar. He is a member of the Wise Persons Committee
in Turkey, established during the peace process between 2013-2015.

Ali Bayramoglu, yazar ve siyasi yorumcudur. 1994 yilindan bu yana c¢esitli
gazetelerde kbse yazarligi yapti. Halen, giinliik Karar gazetesinde kése yaz-
maya devam etmektedir. Tiirkiye’de 2013-2015 yillari arasinda gergeklesen
Céziim Siirecinde Akil Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir.

Prof. CHRISTINE BELL

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh, Scotland. She
is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assistant Principal (Global Justice)
at the University of Edinburgh, Co-director of the Global Justice Acade-
my, and a member of the British Academy. She was chairperson of the
Belfast-based human rights organization, the Committee on the Admin-
istration of Justice, from 1995-7, and a founder member of the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission established under the terms of the Bel-
fast Agreement. In 1999 she was a member of the European Commission’s
Committee of Experts on Fundamental Rights. She is an expert on transi-
tional justice, peace negotiations, constitutional law and human rights law.
She regularly conducts training on these topics for diplomats, mediators
and lawyers, has been involved as a legal advisor in a number of peace
negotiations, and acted as an expert in transitional justice for the UN Sec-
retary-General, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
and UNIFEM.

Iskogya’nin baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiiriiten bir hukukgudur. Edin-
burgh Universitesi’nde Anayasa hukuku profesérii olarak ve ayni (iniversi-
te biinyesindeki Kiiresel Adalet Projesinde M(idiir yardimcisi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Ingiliz Akademisi (iyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillari arasinda
Belfast merkezli insan Haklari 6rgiitii Adalet idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve
Belfast Anlasmasi sartlari cergevesinde kurulan Kuzey irlanda insan Hak-
lari Komisyonu kurucu liyesi olarak gorev yapti. 1999'da ise Avrupa Komis-
yonu Temel Haklar Uzmanlar Komitesi (yeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik
alanlan Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, Baris Miizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve
insan Haklari olan Prof. Bell, ayni zamanda bu konularda diplomat, arabu-
lucu ve hukukgulara egitim vermekte, BM Genel Sekreterligi, insan Haklari
Yiiksek Komiserligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM’in de dahil oldugu kurumlarda hukuk
danismani olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

ORAL GALISLAR

Oral Caliglar completed his studies at the Ankara University Faculty of
Political Sciences. Was President of the Club of Socialist Thought at the
university, as well as Secretary-General of the Ankara University Student
Union. Wrote for Tiirk Solu journal which was launched in 1967 and for
the Aydinlik journal which was launched in 1968. Was member of the edi-
torial board of Aydinlik journal. Was arrested after the 12th of March 1971
military coup. Remained imprisoned for three years until the Amnesty
law adopted in 1974. Was Editor in Chief for the Aydinlik daily newspaper
launched in 1978. Was arrested again after the 12th of September 1980
military coup and released in August 1988 after four years in prison. Lived
in Hamburg between 1990 and 1992 upon the invitation of the Senate of
Hamburg. Worked for Cumhuriyet daily between 1992 and 2008. Broad-
cast television programmes on different channels, including TRT, 24TV,
360, and SKYTURK. Transferred from Cumhuriyet daily to Radikal daily
in 2008. Between 2004-2007, he was in board of Turkish Journalists As-
sociation. He has a permanent press card. Became Editor in Chief for
Taraf daily in 2013. Was part of the Wise People Committee in the same
year. Later had to leave Taraf daily alongside Halil Berktay, Alper Gormis,
Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar, and Yildiray Ogur, among
others, after the intervention of the Giilen Congregation. Returned to
Radikal daily. Started writing for Posta daily after 2016, when Radikal was
discontinued. Continues work as a commentator on TV news channels.
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Has 20 published books, including The Leaders’ Prison, Hz. Ali, Mamak
Prison from the 12t" of March to 12t of September, The Kurdish Issue with
Ocalan and Burkay, My 68 Memoirs, The Alevis, When Deniz and Friends
Were Executed, My Childhood in Tarsus, The History of Gulenism. Recip-
ient of a large number of journalism and research awards. Married (1976)
to author and journalist ipek Calislar. Father of author Resat Calislar.

Oral Calislar Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi'nde egitimi-
ni tamamladi. Universitede Sosyalist Fikir Kuliibii baskanligini ve Anka-
ra Universitesi Ogrenci Birligi genel sekreterligini yapti. 1967’de kurulan
Tiirk Solu ve 1967°de kurulan Aydinlik dergileri igin yazdi. Ayrica Aydinlik
dergisinin yayin kurulu lyesiydi. 12 Mart 1971 darbesinden sonra tutuk-
landi ve 1974’te af yasasi ¢ikana kadar (i¢ yil cezaevinde kaldi. 1978 yilin-
da ¢ikan Aydinlik Gazetesi’nin yazi igleri miidiirligiinii yapti. 12 Eyliil 1980
darbesi sonrasinda tekrardan tutuklandi ve dért yil cezaevinde kaldiktan
sonra Agustos 1988'de tahliye edildi. Hamburg Senato’sunun daveti lize-
rine gittigi Hamburg’'da 1990-1992 yillari arasinda yasadi. 1992 ve 2008
yillari arasinda Cumhuriyet Gazetesi’nde calisti. TRT, 24TV, 360 ve SKY-
TURK de dahil olmak (izere ¢esitli kanallarda televizyon programi yapti.
2008 yilinda Cumhuriyet’ten Radikal Gazetesi’ne gegis yapti. 2004-2007
yillari arasinda Tiirkiye Gazeteciler Cemiyeti Yonetim Kurulu’ndaydi. Ken-
disinin slirekli basin karti bulunmaktadir. 2013 yilinda Taraf Gazetesi Yazi
Isleri Miidiirii oldu. Ayni yil Akil Insanlar Heyeti’nde yer aldi. Daha sonra,
Glilen Cemaati’nin miidahalesi sonucunda, Halil Berktay, Alper Gérmiis,
Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar, Yildiray Ogur ve digerle-
riyle birlikte Taraf’tan ayrildi. Radikal’e geri déniis yapti. Radikal Gazete-
si kapandiktan sonra, 2016 yilinda Posta Gazetesi icin yazmaya baslad..
Televizyon programlarina siyaset yorumcusu olarak katilmaya devam et-
mektedir. 20 kitap yayinlamistir. Bunlarin arasinda ‘Liderler Hapishanesi’,
‘Hz. Ali’, ‘Mamak Askeri Cezaevi’, ‘Ocalan ve Burkay’la Kiirt Sorunu’, ‘68
Anilarim’, ‘Aleviler’, ‘Denizler idama Giderken’, ‘Cocuklugumun Tarsus’u’
ve ‘Fetullahg¢iligin Tarihi’ de bulunmaktadir. Gazetecilik ve arastirma
alanlarinda birgok 6diile sahiptir. 1976’dan beri yazar ve gazeteci Ipek Ca-
liglar ile evlidir. Yazar Regat Caliglar’in babasidir.

CENGIZ CANDAR

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely respected
online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey and the Middle East. He
is a former war correspondent and an expert on the Middle East. He served
as a special adviser to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal. Cengiz
Candar is a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm University In-
stitute for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve kbge yazari olan Candar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesi
icin kbse yazarligr yapmistir. Al Monitor haber sitesinde kése yazarligi yap-
maktadir. Ortadogu konusunda énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir dénem
savas muhabiri olarak ¢alismis veTlirkiye eski Cumhurbaskani merhum
Turgut Ozal’a ézel danismanlik yapmistir.

ANDY CARL

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution and public par-
ticipation in peace processes. He believes that building peace is not an act
of charity but an act of justice. He co-founded and was Executive Director
of Conciliation Resources. Previously, he was the first Programme Director
with International Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of Practice at the
School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an adviser to a number
of peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive Peace and Transition Ini-
tiative at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Legal Tools for Peace-Making
Project in Cambridge, and the Oxford Research Group, London.

Andy Carl gatisma ¢déziimlii ve baris siireglerine kamusal katilimin saglanmasi
lizerine ¢alisan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barisin insaasinin bir hayirseverlik faali-
yetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi ¢abasi olduguna inanan Carl, ¢catis-
ma ¢6ziimii alaninda galigan etkili kurumlardan biri olan Conciliation Resour-
ces’un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dénem Uluslararasi Uyar (international Alert)
isimli kurumda Program Direktérii olarak gérev yapan Carl, halen Edinburgh
Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi biinyesinde Fahri Bilim Kurulu Uyesi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Baris insasi (izerine ¢alisan Cenevre Mezunlar Insiyatifi biinyesin-
deki Baris ve Gegis Dénemi inisiyatifi, Cambridge’te yiiriitiilen Barisin Insasi igin
Yasal Araglar Projesi ve Londra'da faaliyet yiiriiten Oxford Arastirma Grubu gibi
bir dizi kurum ve olusuma danismanlik yapmaya devam etmektedir.
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Dr. VAHAP COSKUN

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Dicle in Diyar-
bakir where he also completed his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in law.
Coskun received his PhD from Ankara University Faculty of Law. He has
written for Serbestiyet and Kurdistan24 online newspaper. He has pub-
lished books on human rights, constitutional law, political theory and so-
cial peace. Coskun was a member of the former Wise Persons Commission
in Turkey (Central Anatolian Region).

Dr. Vahap Coskun Diyarbakir'da, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi'nde 6g-
retim (iyesidir. Lisans ve lisansiistii egitimini Dicle Universitesi’nde tamamla-
diktan sonra Ankara Universitesi’nde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamistir. Serbes-
tiyet ve Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Coskun, insan haklari,
anayasa hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu kitaplar yayinlamistir.
Coskun, Akil Insanlar Komisyonu’nun I¢ Anadolu bélgesi iiyesiydi.

Dr. ESRA GUHADAR

Dr. Esra Cuhadar, an associate professor at Bilkent University in Turkey cur-
rently works on the United Nations standby team of senior mediation advis-
ers as a process design and inclusion expert. She has worked with various
civil society and governmental actors and supported numerous dialogue and
mediation initiatives in S. Caucasus, Ukraine, Turkey, Cyprus, and between
Israel-Palestine, Greece-Turkey, Turkey-Armenia, and Somalia-Somaliland.
She has more than twenty years of experience in researching, teaching, and
practicing dialogue facilitation, mediation, and conflict assessment. She is a
thought leader on designing inclusive peace processes with her extensive re-
search and applied work in this area. She worked to advance the inclusion of
civil society and women in places including Afghanistan, Cameroon, Turkey,
and Venezuela. She contributed to women’s capacity building in peacebuild-
ing and co-founded the Turkey antenna of the Mediterranean Women Media-
tors Network in 2019. Prior to joining the stand-by team, Esra worked as a sen-
ior expert on dialogue and inclusion at the United States Institute of Peace,
as a regional mediator for the World Bank, advisor to the mediation support
unit of the OSCE, senior research fellow at Inclusive Peace. Esra received and
managed numerous research grants, received awards and fellowships, and
published extensively in leading journals and books on inclusive peace pro-
cess and dialogue design, and evaluation of peacebuilding. Dr.Esra Cuhadar

received her MA and Ph.D. from Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public
Affairs of Syracuse University in the USA. She speaks English and Turkish.

Esra Cuhadar su anda Birlesmis Milletler’in kidemli arabuluculuk danigsman-
larindan olusan ekipte ( UN Stanby Team) (ist dlizey arabulucu danigmani ola-
rak ¢calismaktadir. Cesitli sivil toplum ve hiikiimet aktorleriyle calisan Cuhadar,
Giiney Kafkasya, Ukrayna, Tiirkiye, Kibris ve Israil-Filistin, Yunanistan-Tiirkiye,
Tiirkiye-Ermenistan ve Somali-Somaliland arasinda ¢ok sayida diyalog ve ara-
buluculuk girigsimini destekledi. Diyaloglara olanak tanima, arabuluculuk ve
catisma degerlendirmesi konusunda arastirma, 6gretme ve uygulama ayakla-
rinda yirmi yildan fazla deneyime sahiptir. Kapsayici banis stireglerinin dizayni
alanindaki kapsamli aragtirmalari ve uygulamali ¢alismalari ile bu alanda bir
diistince lideridir. Afganistan, Kamerun, Tiirkiye ve Venezuela gibi yerlerde sivil
toplumun ve kadinlarin stireglere dahil edilmesini gelistirmek i¢in ¢alismalar
yapmugstir. Banig insasinda kadinlarin kapasite gelistirmesine katkida bulunmus
ve 2019'da Akdeniz Kadin Arabulucular Agi’nin Tiirkiye antenininin es kurucu-
larindan biri olmustur. Esra, BM ekibine katilmadan énce Amerika Birlegik Dev-
letleri Banig Enstitlisti’'nde diyalog ve katilim konusunda kidemli uzman olarak
calismigtir. Diinya Bankasi bolgesel arabulucusu, OSCE arabuluculuk destek
birimi danismani, Inclusive Peace’te kidemli arastirma gorevlisi ve Tiirkiye'de
Bilkent Universitesi’nde dogent olarak gérev yapmistir. Cuhadar birgok sayida
arastirma hibesi almis ve yénetmistir. Pek ¢ok &d(il ve burs kazanmisg, kapsa-
yici baris stireci ve diyalog dizayni ile baris insasinin degerlendirilmesi lizerine
onde gelen dergilerde ve kitaplarda kapsamli yazilari yayinlanmigtir. Cuhadar
yiiksek lisans ve doktora derecelerini ABD'deki Syracuse Universitesi Maxwell
Yurttaslik ve Halkla lliskiler Okulu’ndan almistir. ngilizce ve Tiirkge bilmektedir.

AYSEGUL DOGAN

Aysegiil Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews, created news
files and programmes for independent news platforms. She studied at the
Faculty of Cultural Mediation and Communications at Metz University, and
Paris School of Journalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara bureau of
Agence-France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier International and
at the Kurdish service of The Voice of America. She worked as a programme
creator at Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist for the Turkish edition
of Le Monde Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at the Kurdology department
of National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations in Paris. She
worked on political communications for a long time. From its establishment
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in 2011 to its closure in 2016, she worked as a programmes coordinator at
IMC TV. She prepared and presented the programme “Giindem Mizakere”
on the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina 6zel réportaj, haber dosyasi ve programlar
hazirlayan gazeteci Aysegiil Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiiltii-
rel ve lletisim Fakiiltesi’nin ardindan egitimine Paris Yiiksek Gazetecilik
Okulu’nda devam etti. Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP’nin An-
kara, Courrier International’in Paris blirosunda ve Amerika’nin Sesi Kiirtce
servisinde gazeteciligi deneyimledi. Radyo Ekin'de programci, Le Monde
Diplomatique Tiirkge'de ¢evirmen gazeteci olarak c¢alistl. Paris’te yasadigi
stire igcinde Dogu Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri Enstitiisii Kiirdoloji béliimiinde
okutmanlik yapti. Uzunca bir siire siyaset iletisimi ile ilgilendi. 2011°de ku-
rulan IMC TV 2016°da kapatilana dek; program koordinatérii olarak calist.
Ayni kanalda “Glindem Miizakere” programini hazirladi ve sundu. Halen (il-
kesindeki pek cok meslektasi gibi etik ilkelere bagli; bagimsiz bir gazeteci
olarak caligma arayis, istek ve heyecanini koruyor.

VEGARD ELLEFSEN

Vegard is a Norwegian diplomat who retired 31 August 2019 from the for-
eign service when he left his last posting as ambassador to Ankara. He
has been twice posted to NATO both as Permanent representative on the
North Atlantic Council and deputy to the same position. He has earlier
been posted to the Norwegian mission to the U.N. in New York and to the
Embassy in Ottawa. In the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs he has
been Political Director, Director General for the Regional division, Director
of the Minister’s secretariat and special envoy to the Sudan peace talks
and special envoy to Syria and Irag. Mr. Ellefsen has a Master in Political
Science from the University of Oslo.

Norvegli bir diplomat olan Vegard, 31 Agustos 2019'da disislerinden emekli
oldugunda Ankara’da biiyiikelci olarak gérev yapmaktayd.. iki kere NATO’ya
atanan Vergard, Kuzey Atlantik Konseyi Daimi Temsilcisi ve Daimi Temsilci
Yardimcisi olarak gérev yapmistir. Daha 6ncesinde de New York’ta Norveg
Birlesmis Milletler Daimi Temsilciligi’nde ve Ottowa Bliyiikelgiligi’nde bulun-
du. Norveg Dis Isleri Bakanligi’nda Siyasi Isler Direktérii, Bélgesel Béliinme
Genel Miidiirii, bakanin Ozel Kalem Miidiirliigii Direktérii, Sudan baris mii-
zakereleri 6zel temsilcisi ve Suriye ve Irak 6zel temsilcisi olarak gérev aldi.
Ellefsen Oslo Universitesi’nde Siyaset Bilimi yiiksek lisansi yapmistir.

Prof. Dr. FAZIL HUSNU ERDEM

Dr. Fazil Hiisnii Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and Head of the
Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle University, Diyarbakir. In 2007,
Erdem was a member of the commission which was established to draft a
new constitution to replace the Constitution of 1982 which was introduced
following the coup d’etat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the Wise Per-
sons Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister Erdogan,
in the team that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia Region.

Fazil Hiisnii Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Anayasa Hukuku
Anabilim Dali Bagkanidir. 2007°de, 1980 darbesinin takiben ydlirlirliige giren
1982 darbe anayasasini degistirmek lizere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama
komisyonunda yer almigtir. Erdem, 2013°de Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikiime-
ti tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve ¢6ziim siireci kapsaminda olugturulan
Akil Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir.

Prof. Dr. SALOMON LERNER FEBRES

Professor Dr. Salomdn Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy from Univer-
sité Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President of the Center for De-
mocracy and Human Rights and Professor and Rector Emeritus of Pontifical
Catholic University of Peru. He is former President of the Truth and Reconcil-
iation Commission of Peru. Prof. Lerner has given many talks and speeches
about the role and the nature of university, the problems of scholar research
in higher education and about ethics and public culture. Furthermore, he
has participated in numerous conferences in Peru and other countries about
violence and pacification. In addition, he has been a speaker and panel-
list in multiple workshops and symposiums about the work and findings of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru. He has received several
honorary doctorates as well as numerous recognitions and distinctions of
governments and international human rights institutions.

Prof. Salomdn felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini Belgika'dakiUniversi-
té Catholique de Louvain'de tamamlamigtir. Peru'daki Pontifical Catho-
lic Universitesi’nin onursal rektérii sifatini tasiyan Prof. Salomén Lerner
Febres, ayni iniversite biinyesindeki Demokrasi ve insan Haklari Merke-
zi’'nin de baskanligini yapmaktadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlasma Komisyonu
eski baskanidir. Universitenin rolii ve dogasi, akademik calismalarda
kargilasilan zorluklar, etik ve kamu kiiltiirii konulu ¢ok sayida konusma
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yapmisg, siddet ve pasifizm konusunda Peru basta olmak lizere pek gok (ilk-
ede yapilan konferanslara konugmaci olarak katilmigtir.

Prof. MERVYN FROST

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and was former
Head of the Department of War Studies, at King’s College London, UK.
He was previously Chair of Politics at the University of Natal, Durban,
South Africa and was President of the South African Political Studies
Association. He currently sits on the editorial boards of International Po-
litical Sociology and the Journal of International Political Theory, among
others. He is an expert on human rights in international relations, hu-
manitarian intervention, justice in world politics, democratising global
governance, the just war tradition in an era of New Wars, and ethics in a
globalising world.

Londra’daki King’s College’in Savas Calismalari béliimiiniin baskanligini
yapmaktadir. Daha énce Giiney Afrika’nin Durban sehrindeki Natal Uni-
versitesi'de Siyaset Bilimi béliimiiniin baskanligini yapmistir. Gliney Afrika
Siyaset Calismalari Enstitiisii Baskanligi gérevinde de bulunan Profesér
Frost, Insan Haklari ve Uluslararasi lliskiler, Insancil Miidahale, Diinya Si-
yasetinde Adalet, Kiiresel Yonetimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni Savaslar
Déneminde Adil Savas Gelenegi ve Kiiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi konu-
larda uzman bir isimdir.

DAVID GORMAN

David has more than 25 years of experience in the field of peacemaking.
He started his career in the Middle East and he went on to work for inter-
national organisations on a wide range of conflicts around the world. David
has been based in the Philippines, Indonesia, Liberia, Bosnia as well as the
West Bank and Gaza and has been working in Eurasia for the last several
years. He graduated from the London School of Economics, was featured
in the award winning film ‘Miles and War’ as well as several publications
and has published several articles on mediation.

David’in baris ingasi alaninda 25 yildan fazla deneyimi bulunmaktadir. Da-
vid kariyerine Orta Dogu’da basladi ve daha sonra uluslararasi kurumlarda,
diinyanin gegitli yerlerinde olan ¢atismalar lizerinde ¢alisti. Kendisi Filipin-
ler, Endonezya, Liberya, Bosna, Bati Seria ve Gazze'de bulundu. Son birkag

yildir da Avrasya bélgesinde ¢alismaktadir. David London School of Econo-
mics’den mezun oldu, 6diillii ‘Miles and War’ filminde ve gesitli yayinlarda
yer aldi ve arabuluculukla ilgili ¢esitli makaleler yayimladi.

MARTIN GRIFFITHS

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and currently the UN’s
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
after previously serving as the UN’s Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010
he was the founding Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in
Geneva where he specialised in developing political dialogue between gov-
ernments and insurgents in a range of countries across Asia, Africa and
Europe. He is a co-founder of Inter Mediate, a London based NGO devoted
to conflict resolution, and has worked for international organisations in-
cluding UNICEF, Save the Children, Action Aid, and the European Institute
of Peace. Griffiths has also worked in the British Diplomatic Service and
for the UN, including as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs
(Geneva), Deputy to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York), Regional
Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordinator in the
Balkans and Deputy Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria (UNSMIS).

Kidemli bir uluslararasi arabulucu olan eski Birlesmis Milletler Yemen Ozel
Temsilcisi Martin Griffiths, Birlesmis Milletler Insani Yardim Koordinasyon
Ofisi’nde (OCHA) Insani Yardim ve Acil Durum Yardimi Koordinatérii Genel
Sekreter Bagyardimcisi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa
kitalarindaki cesitli (ilkelerde hiikiimetler ile isyanci gruplar arasinda siya-
sal diyalog gelistirilmesi (izerine ¢alisan Cenevre’deki insani Diyalog Mer-
kezi’nin (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue) kurucu direktérii olan Martin
Griffiths 1999-2010 yillari arasinda bu gérevi siirdiirmUistiir. Catisma ¢dz(i-
mii lzerine ¢alisan Londra merkezli Inter Mediate’in kuruculari arasinda
bulunan Griffiths, UNICEF, Save the Children ve Action Aid isimli ulus-
lararasi kurumlarda da gérev yapmistir. ingiltere Diplomasi Servisi’ndeki
hizmetlerinin yani sira Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde Cenevre Ofisi’nde in-
sani Faaliyetler Béliimii’nde ydnetici, New York ofisinde Acil Yardim Koor-
dinatérii yardimeiligi, Bilyiik Géller (Great Lakes) béigesinde insani Yardim
Koordinatérii, Balkanlarda BM Bdélgesel Koordinatérii ve BM eski Genel
Sekreteri Kofi Annan’in BM ve Arap Birligi adina Suriye 6zel temsilciligi
yaptigi dénemde kendisine bas danismanlik yapmigtir.
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KEZBAN HATEMi

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is registered with
the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked as a self employed lawyer, as
well as Turkey’s National Commission to UNESCO and a campaigner and
advocate during the Bosnian War. She was involved in drafting the Turkish
Civil Code and Law of Foundations as well as in preparing the legal ground-
work for the chapters on Religious Freedoms and Minorities and Community
Foundations within the Framework Law of Harmonization prepared by Tur-
key in preparation for EU accession. She has published articles on women'’s,
minority groups, children, animals and human rights and the fight against
drugs. She is a member of the former Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, es-
tablished by then Prime Minister Erdogan, and sits on the Board of Trustees
of the Technical University and the Darulacaze Foundation.

Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nden mezun olduktan sonra [stanbul
Barosuna kayitl olarak avukatlik yapmaya baslamigtir. Serbest avukatlik
yapmanin yani sira UNESCO Tiirkiye Milli Komisyonu’nda hukukgu olarak
gbrev yapmis, Bosna savasi sirasinda stirdiiriilen savas karsiti kampanya-
larda aktif olarak yer almistir. Tiirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi’ne liyelik slireci
geregi hazirlanan Uyum Yasalari Cerceve Yasasinin Dini Ozgiirliikler, Azin-
liklar ve Vakiflar ile ilgili béliimlerine iliskin hukuki caligmalarda yer almig,
Tiirk Ceza Kanunu ve Vakiflar Kanunu’nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda
gorev almistir. insan haklar, kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, cocuk haklari,
hayvan haklari ve uyusturucu ile miicadele konularinda ¢ok sayida yazili
eseri vardir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in bagbakanligi déneminde olugturulan
Akil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almistir. Bunun yani sira istanbul Universitesi
ile Darlilacaze Vakfi Miitevelli heyetlerinde gérev yapmaktadir.

NAZAN HAYDARI

Nazan Haydari is Professor of Media Department at istanbul Bilgi Universi-
ty, Turkey. Her research area consists of intercultural communication, femi-
nist media studies, and critical media pedagogy with a particular interest in
communication for peace building, community media, participatory action re-
search and gendered radio histories. She is the director of Center for Conflict
Resolution Studies and advisory board member for the Center for Intercultural
Dialogue (https://centerforinterculturaldialogue.org/) She was involved in the
development of various participatory media projects with street-involved chil-

dren, and disadvantaged youngsters. She is the co-editor of Case Studies in
Intercultural Dialogue (2015, Kendal Hunt). Currently working towards the com-
pletion of a co-authored book manuscript on an oral history project with wom-
en radio broadcasters of 1970s in Turkey. She holds a PhD in Telecommunica-
tions and MAIA in Communications and Development from Ohio University.

Nazan Haydari, istanbul Bilgi Universitesi Medya Béliimii’nde iletisim profe-
sordlir. Haydari'nin aragtirma alanini, kiiltiirlerarasi iletisim, feminist medya
calismalari ve banig insasi iletisimine odaklanan elestirel medya pedagojisi,
topluluk medyasi, katilimli eylem arastirmasi ve cinsiyetgi radyo tarihgeleri
olugmaktadir. Catisma Céziimii Calismalari Merkezi'nin direktérii ve Kiiltiirle-
rarasi Diyalog Merkezi’nin (https://centerforinterculturaldialogue.org/) danig-
ma kurulu lyesidir. Sokak ¢ocuklari ve dezavantajli gencglerle gesitli katilimci
medya projelerinin gelistirilmesinde yer almistir. Kiiltiirlerarasi Diyalogda Vaka
Caligmalari’nin (2015, Kendal Hunt) es editériid(iir. Halen Tiirkiye'de 1970’lerin
kadin radyoculari ile sézlii tarih projesi lizerine ortak yazarli bir kitap taslaginin
tamamlanmasi igin ¢alismaktadir. Telekomiinikasyon alaninda doktora, Ohio
Universitesi’nden iletisim ve Kalkinma alaninda MAIA derecesine sahiptir.

Dr. EDEL HUGHES

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Lecturer in Law at the School of Law, National Univer-
sity of Ireland, Galway. Prior to joining NUI Galway, Dr. Hughes was a Sen-
ior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex University and previously worked at the
University of East London and the University of Limerick. She was awarded
an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human Rights Law from the National
University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and 2009, respectively. Her research
interests are in the areas of international human rights law, public inter-
national law, and conflict transformation, with a regional interest in Turkey
and the Middle East. She has published widely on these areas.

Dr. Edel Hughes, Ulusal Irlanda Galway Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde
6gretim (yesidir. Daha 6nce Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde
kidemli 6gretim (iyesi olarak gérev yapmis ve ayrica Dogu Londra Universi-
tesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi ve Limerick Universitesi’nde galismistir.Hughes, yiik-
sek lisans ve doktorasini 2003-2009 yillari arasinda irlanda Ulusal Uni-
versitesi’nde Uluslararasi insan Haklari Hukuku alaninda tamamlamistir.
Hughes’un birgok yayininin da bulundugu ¢alisma alanlari iginde, Orta Do-
gu’yu ve Tiirkiye'yi de kapsayan sekilde, uluslararasi insan haklar hukuku,
uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve ¢atisma ¢dziimii yer almaktadir.
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KADIR iNANIR

Kadir inanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed actor and
director, and has starred in well over a hundred films. He has won several
awards for his work in Turkish cinema. He graduated from Marmara Univer-
sity Faculty of Communication. In 2013 he became a member of the Wise
Persons Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yénetmen Kadir Inanir, 100°(i askin filmde rol almis ve Tiirk
sinemasina katkilarindan dolayi pek ¢ok 6diile layik gériismiistlir. 1949 se-
nesinde Ordu, Fatsa’da dogan inanir, Marmara Universitesi iletisim Fakiil-
tesi Radyo-Televizyon Béliimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde baris
siirecini yénetmek amaciyla kurulan Akil insanlar Heyeti’ne Akdeniz Bélge-
si temsilcisi olarak girmistir.

Prof. Dr. AHMET iNSEL

Professor Ahmet insel is a former faculty member of Galatasaray Univer-
sity in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne University, France.
He is Managing Editor of the Turkish editing house, lletisim, and member
of the editorial board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist
at Cumhuriyet newspaper and an author who published several books and
articles in both Turkish and French.

iletisim Yayinlari Yayin Kurulu Koordinatérliigiinii yiiriiten Ahmet insel, Ga-
latasaray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesi’nde 6g-
retim lyesi olarak gérev yapmistir. Birikim Dergisi yayin kolektifi (iyesi ve
Cumhuriyet Gazetesinde kbse yazaridir. Tiirkge ve Fransizca olmak lizere
cok sayida kitabi ve makalesi bulunmaktadir.

ALEKA KESSLER

Aleka Kessler works as Project Officer at the Centre for Humanitarian Dia-
logue (HD). Having joined HD in 2017 to work on Syria, Aleka has been co-
ordinating mediation project in complex conflict settings. Previously, Aleka
also worked with Médecins Sans Frontieres and the United Nations Associ-
ation Mexico. She holds a degree in International Relations from the Univer-
sity of Geneva and a Master’s degree in Development Studies from the Grad-
uate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, where
she specialized in humanitarian affairs, negotiation and conflict resolution.

Aleka Kessler insani Diyalog Merkezi'nde (HD) proje sorumlusu olarak ca-
lismaktadir. Suriye lizerinde ¢alismak icin 2017 yilinda HD’ye katilan Kess-
ler, karmasik g¢atisma ortamlarinda arabuluculuk projesini yliriitmektedir.
Kessler daha 6nce Sinir Tanimayan Doktorlar ve Meksika Birlesmis Milletler
Dernegi'nde galismistir. Lisans egitimini Cenevre Universitesi Uluslararasi
iliskiler Béliimii’nde tamamlayan Kessler, daha sonra yiiksek lisansini yine
Cenevre'de bulunan Uluslararasi ve Kalkinma Calismalari Yiiksek Lisans
Enstitiisii'nde (IHEID) Kalkinma Calismalari alaninda yapti. Kessler insani
yardim, arabuluculuk ve ¢atisma ¢6ziimii alanlarinda uzmanlasmigtir.

AVILA KILMURRAY

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiating team for the Good
Friday Agreement and has written extensively on community action, the
women’s movement and conflict transformation. She serves as an adviser
on the Ireland Committee of the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well
as a board member of Conciliation Resources (UK) and the Institute for
British Irish Studies. She was the first Women’s Officer for the Transport
& General Workers Union for Ireland (1990-1994) and from 1994-2014 she
was Director of the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland, manag-
ing EU PEACE funding for the re-integration of political ex-prisoners in
Northern Ireland as well as support for community-based peace building.
She is a recipient of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy
through the European Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is working as a con-
sultant with The Social Change Initiative to support work with the Migrant
Learning Exchange Programme and learning on peace building.

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucusudur ve bu si-
yasi partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirli Cuma Anlagsmasi miizake-
relerine katilmistir. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve gatismanin déniigii-
mii gibi konularda cok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve irlanda’da
aralarinda Conciliation Resources (Uzlagsma Kaynaklari), the Global Fund
for Community Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar igin Kiirsel Fon), Conflict
Resolution Services Ireland (irlanda Catisma Céziimii Hizmetleri) ve the
Institute for British Irish Studies (Britanya ve Irlanda galismalari Enstitiisii)
isimli kurumlarda yénetim kurulu liyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. 1990-94
yillar1 arasinda Ulasim ve Genel is¢iler Sendikasi’nda Kadinlardan Sorumlu
Yénetici olarak ¢alismis ve bu gérevi yerine getiren ilk kadin olmustur. 1994-
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2014 yillari arasinda Kuzey Irlanda Toplum Vakfi’nin direktérliginii yapmis
ve bu gorevi sirasinda eski siyasi mahkumlarin yeniden entegrasyonu ile
barigin toplumsal zeminde yeniden ingasina dair Avrupa Birligi fonlarinin
idaresini ylirtitmUstiir. Avrupa Vakiflar Merkezi tarafindan verilen Yenilikgi
Hayirseverler Raymond Georis Odiilii’niin de sahibidir.

Prof. RAM MANIKKALINGAM

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the Dialogue Advi-
sory Group, an independent organisation that facilitates political dialogue to
reduce violence. He is a member of the Special Presidential Task Force on
Reconciliation in Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the University of Amster-
dam. Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri Lankan peace process to
then President Kumaratunga. He has served as an advisor with Ambassador
rank at the Sri Lanka Mission to the United Nations in New York and prior
to that he was an advisor on International Security to the Rockefeller Foun-
dation. He is an expert on issues pertaining to conflict, multiculturalism and
democracy, and has authored multiple works on these topics. He is a found-
ing board member of the Laksham Kadirgamar Institute for Strategic Studies
and International Relations, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Béliimii'nde misafir Profesér olarak
gorev yapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet baskanina baris siireci i¢in danisman-
Itk yapmistir. Danismanlik gérevini hala stirdiirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlari
arasinda catisma, gokkdiltiirliiliik, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram
Manikkalingam, Sri Lanka’'daki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Calismalar ve
Uluslararasi lligkiler Enstitiisii’niin kurucu (iyesi ve yénetim kurulu lyesidir.

BEJAN MATUR

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She has pub-
lished ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing she focuses mainly
on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue, minority issues, prison literature
and women’s rights. She has won several literary prizes and her work has
been translated into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the
Diyarbakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the Daily
Zaman, and occasionally for the English version, Today’s Zaman.

Tiirkiye’nin 6nde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alanin-
da yayimlanmig 10 kitabi bulunmaktadir. 2012 yilinin basina kadar yazdigi

diizenli kése yazilarinda Kiirt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, giindelik siyaset,
azinlk sorunlari, cezaevi yazilari ve kadin sorunu gibi konulari islemigtir.
Yapitlari 28 degisik dile gevrilen Matur, ¢cok sayida edebiyat 6d(ilii sahibidir.
Diyarbakir Kiiltiir ve Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmustur.

Prof. MONICA MCWILLIAMS

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Justice Insti-
tute at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She currently serves on a
three-person panel established by the Northern Ireland government to
make recommendations on the disbandment of paramilitary organisa-
tions in Northern Ireland. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof.
McWilliams co-founded the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition political
party and was elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations,
which took place in 1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a mem-
ber of the Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003. Prof.
McWilliams is a signatory of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and has
chaired the Implementation Committee on Human Rights on behalf of the
British and Irish governments. For her role in delivering the peace agree-
ment in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one recipient of the John F.
Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesi’ndeki Gecis Dénemi Adaleti
Enstitiisii’ne bagli Kadin Calismalari Béliimi’nde 6gretim liyesidir. 2005- 2011
yillar arasinda Kuzey Irlanda insan Haklari Komisyonu Komiseri olarak Kuzey
irlanda Haklar Beyannamesi igin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu olarak gé-
rev yapmistir. Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucularindan olan Prof.
McWilliams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirli Cuma) Barnig Anlagmasi’nin imzalan-
maslyla sonuglanan Cok Partili Banig Gorlismeleri’nde yer almistir.

HANNE MELFALD

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
eight years including as the Senior Adviser to the Secretariat of the Foreign
Minister of Norway before she became a Project Manager in HD’s Eura-
sia office in 2015. She previously worked for the United Nations for six
years including two years with the United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan as Special Assistant to the Special Representative of the Sec-
retary-General. She has also worked for the United Nations Office for the
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Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Nepal and Geneva, as well as for
the Norwegian Refugee Council and the Norwegian Directorate of Immi-
gration. Melfald has a degree in International Relations from the University
of Bergen and the University of California, Santa Barbara, as well as a Mas-
ter’s degree in Political Science from the University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, bagdanismanlik dahil olmak (lizere 8 yil boyunca Norveg
Digigleri Bakanligi biinyesinde cesitli gérevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yilindan
itibaren insani Diyalog icin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde Proje
Miid(irii olarak ¢caligmaya baslamigtir. Gegmiste Birlesmis Milletler blinye-
sinde gérev almis, bu gérevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis Milletler’in
Afganistan Yardim Misyonunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel Temsilcisi olarak
gérev yapmistir. Ayrica Birlesmis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi biinyesinde
bulunan Nepal insani Yardim Koordinasyon Ofisinde de gérev almistir. Bir
dénem Norveg Siginmacilar Konseyi ve Norve¢ Gécmenlik isleri Miidiir-
liglinde galisan Hanna Melfald Norveg’in Bergen ve ABD’nin Kaliforniya
Universitelerinde aldigi Uluslararasi iliskiler egitimini Olso Universitesinde
aldigi Siyaset Bilimi yliksek lisans egitimiyle tamamlamigtir.

ROELF MEYER

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace processes having ad-
vised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, Burundi, Irag, Kosovo,
the Basque Region, Guyana, Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar, and South Sudan.
Meyer’s experience in international peace processes stems from his involve-
ment in the settlement of the South African conflict in which he was the gov-
ernment’s chief negotiator in constitutional negotiations with the ANC'’s chief
negotiator and current South African President, Cyril Ramaphosa. Negotiating
the end of apartheid and paving the way for South Africa’s first democratic
elections in 1994, Meyer continued his post as Minister of Constitutional Af-
fairs in the Cabinet of the new President, Nelson Mandela. Meyer retired as a
Member of Parliament and as the Gauteng leader of the National Party in 1996
and co-founded the United Democratic Movement (UDM) political party the
following year. Retiring from politics in 2000, Meyer has since held a number
of international positions, including membership of the Strategy Committee of
the Project on Justice in Times of Transition at Harvard University.

Roelf Meyer, Gliney Afrika’daki baris siirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti
adina basmliizakereci olarak gérev yapmistir. O dénem Afrika Ulusal Kong-
resi (ANC) adina bagmiizakereci olarak gérev yapan ve gsu an Gliney Afrika

devlet baskani olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte yiiriittligli miizakereler
sonrasinda Gliney Afrika'daki irk¢i apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994
yilinda (llkedeki ilk 6zglir segimlerin yapilmasi saglanmigtir. Yapilan segim
sonrasi yeni devlet baskani segilen Nelson Mandela kurdugu ilk hiikiimette
Roelf Meyer’e Anayasal iliskilerden Sorumlu Bakan olarak gérev vermistir.
Roelf Meyer 2011-2014 yillari arasinda Gliney Afrika Savunma Degerlendir-
me Komitesine baskanlik yapmig, ayni zamanda aktif olan bazi baris slireg-
lerine dahil olarak Kuzey irlanda, Sri Lanka, Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova,
Bask Bélgesi, Guyana, Bolivya, Kenya, Madagaskar ve Giiney Sudan'da ¢a-
tisan taraflara danismanlik yapmsgtir.

MARK MULLER 0C

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street Chambers (Lon-
don) and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates (Edinburgh) where he special-
ises in public international law and human rights. Muller is also currently
on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby Team of Mediation
Experts and is the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian peace talks.
He has many years’ experience of advising numerous international bod-
ies, such as Humanitarian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-Mediate (London)
on conflict resolution, mediation, confidence-building, ceasefires, pow-
er-sharing, humanitarian law, constitution-making and dialogue process-
es. Muller also co-founded Beyond Borders and the Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Bliirosu’na
ve Edinburg’daki Isko¢ Avukatlar Birligi'ne bagli olarak ¢alisan tecriibeli bir
hukukeudur. Uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve insan haklari hukuku alaninda
uzman olan Muller, Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi ¢esitli catisma alan-
larinda uzun seneler ¢atigma ¢6ziimii, arabuluculuk, ¢catismasizlik ve iktidar
paylasimi konusunda danismanlik hizmeti vermistir. 2005’den bu yana In-
sani Diyalog icin Merkez (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue), Catisma Otesi
(Beyond Borders) ve Inter Mediate (Arabulucu) isimli kurumlara kidemli da-
nigmanlik yapmaktadir. Harvard Hukuk Fakliltesi (iyesi olan Muller bir d6-
nem Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu insan Haklari Komisyonu baskanligi ve Baro-
lar Konseyi Hukukun Ustiinliig(i Birimi bagkanligi gérevlerini de yiiriitmistiir.
Kiiltiirel diyalog yoluyla barigi ve uluslararasi anlayigi tesvik etme amaciyla
Iskogya’da kurulan Sinirlar Otesi (Beyond Borders) isimli olusumun kurucusu
olan Muller halen BM Siyasal iliskiler Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Des-
tek Ekibinde Kidemli Arabuluculuk Uzmani olarak gérev yapmaktadir.
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AVNi 0ZGUREL

Mehmet Avni Ozgiirel is a Turkish journalist, author and screenwriter.
Having worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sabah and Radikal,
Ozgiirel is currently the editor in chief of the daily Yeni Birlik and a TV
programmer at TRT Haber. He is the screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish
film, Zincirbozan, on the 1980 Turkish coup d’état, Sultan Avrupa’da
(2009), on Sultan Abdiilaziz’s 1867 trip to Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010):
Késem Sultan, on Késem Sultan. He is also the screenwriter and produc-
er of 2014 Turkish film, Darbe (Coup), on the February 07, 2012 Turkish
intelligence crisis. In 2013 he was appointed a member of the Wise Per-
sons Committee in Turkey established by then Prime Minister Erdogan.

Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgiirel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal
gibi ¢esitli gazetelerde haber miidiirliigii ve kbse yazarligi yapti. 2013 yilin-
da Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikiimeti tarafindan Demokratik a¢ilim ve ¢éziim
siireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir. 1980 darbesi-
ni konu eden belgesel film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdiilaziz’in 1867de
Avrupa’ya yaptigi yolculugu konu eden Sultan Avrupa’da (2009), Mahpey-
ker: Késem Sultan (2010) ve 7 Subat Milli istihbarat Teskilati (MIT) operas-
yonunun anlatildigi “Darbe” filmleri senaristligini ve yapimciligini lstlen-
digi projeler arasindadir. Ozgiirel, su anda Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi ve
genel yayin yénetmenidir. Ayrica TRT Haber'de program yapmaktadir.

Prof. JOHN PACKER

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Hu-
man Rights Research and Education Centre (HRREC) at the University of
Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer has worked for inter-governmental organisa-
tions for over 20 years, including in Geneva for the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and for the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004, Prof. Packer served as
Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of the Office of the OSCE
High Commissioner on National Minorities in The Hague. In 2012-2014, Prof.
Packer was a Constitutions and Process Design Expert on the United Nation’s
Standby Team of Mediation Experts attached to the Department of Political
Affairs, advising in numerous peace processes and political transitions around

the world focusing on conflict prevention and resolution, diversity manage-
ment, constitutional and legal reform, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanada'da Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde do-
cent ve Insan Haklari Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Resear-
ch and Education Centre) midiiridiir. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler
Yiiksek Komiserligi, Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitii ve BM insan Haklar Yiik-
sek Komiserligi gibi Cenevre'de bulunan hiikiimetler arasi érgiitlerde ¢alis-
migtir. 1995°ten 2004’°e kadar Lahey’de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danigmani,
ardindan da Ulusal Azinliklar Yiiksek Komiserligi birinci miidiirii olarak gé-
rev almistir. 2012-2014 yillarinda Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar Ekibi
siyasi iligkiler biriminde Anayasa ve Siireglerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer
aldi. Diinyadaki bir¢ok baris slireci ve siyasi gecisler konusunda danisman-
Itk yapan Pecker, ¢gatisma 6nleme ve ¢6zlimli, gesitlilik y6netimi, anayasa
ve hukuk reformlari ve insan haklari korumasina odaklanmigtir.

JONATHAN POWELL

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate, an NGO devoted
to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014, Powell was appointed by
former Prime Minister David Cameron to be the UK’s Special Envoy to Lib-
ya. He also served as Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from 1995 to
1997 and again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997 to 2007.
Prior to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British Govern-
ment’s chief negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and played a
key part in leading the peace negotiations and its implementation.

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asya'da yasanan catismalarin ¢éziimii Uzeri-
ne calisan ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlegik Kral-
ik merkezli Inter Mediate’in kurucusudur ve Icra Kurulu Baskanidir. 2014
yilinda Birlesik Krallik Basbakani David Cameron tarafindan Libya konu-
sunda Ozel Temsilci olarak atanmistir. 1995-2007 yillari arasinda Birlesik
Krallik eski Basbakani Tony Blair kabinesinde Basbakanlik Personel Daire
Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmus, 1997 yilindan itibaren Kuzey irlanda so-
rununun ¢6z(imi igin yapilan gériismelere Britanya adina basmlizakereci
olarak katilmigtir. 1978-79 yillari arasinda BBC ve Granada TV igin gazeteci
olarak caligmis, 1979-1994 yillan arasinda ise Britanya adina diplomatlik
yapmigtir.
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Sir KIERAN PRENDERGAST

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served as the Un-
der-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the United Nations from 1997
to 2005 and as High Commissioner to Kenya from 1992 to 1995 and to Zim-
babwe from 1989 to 1992. During his time at the UN, Prendergast stressed
the human rights violations and ethnic cleansing that occurred during the
War in Darfur and was involved in the 2004 Cyprus reunification negotia-
tions. Since his retirement from the UN, he has conducted research at the
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs (United States) and is a
member of the Advisory Council of Independent Diplomat (United States).
Prendergast also holds a number of positions, including Chairman of the
Anglo-Turkish Society, a Trustee of the Beit Trust, and Senior Adviser at the
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Digisleri Bakanligi biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tiirkiye, Is-
rail, Hollanda, Kenya ve ABD'de diplomat olarak ¢alismistir. Birlesik Krallik
Disigleri ve Milletler Toplulugu Biirosu’nun (Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice) Gliney Afrika'daki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen bi-
rimine baskanlik etmistir. Bir dsnem BM Siyasal iligkiler Biriminde Miistesar
olarak galismis, BM Genel Sekreteri’nin Barnig ve Glivenlik konulu yénetim
kurulu toplantilarinin diizenleyiciligini yapmis, Afganistan, Burundi, Kibris,
Demokratik Kongo Cumhuriyeti, Dogu Timor gibi bélgelerde baris cabalarina
dahil olmustur.

RAJESH RAI

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of expertise in-
cluding human rights law, immigration and asylum law, and public law. He
has been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (London) since 2015 and has also
been a Director of an AIM-listed investment company where he led their
renewable energy portfolio. Rai is a frequent lecturer on a wide variety of
legal issues, including immigration and asylum law and freedom of experi-
ence (Bar of Armenia), minority linguistic rights (European Parliament), and
women’s and children’s rights in areas of conflict (cross-border conference
to NGOs working in Kurdish regions). He is also Founder Director of HIC, a
community centred NGO based in Cameroon.

1993 yilinda Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu’na kaydolmustur. Insan Haklari Hu-
kuku, Gé¢menlik ve Siginma Hakki hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel uzman-

Itk alanlaridir. Kamerun'daki HIC isimli sivil toplum érglitii ile Uganda’daki
Human Energy isimli sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dsnem The Joint Council for
the Welfare of Immigrants-JCWI-(Gé¢menlerin Refahi igin Ortak Konsey)
direktérliigiinii yapmistir. Basta ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Iinsan Haklari
Komisyonu adina olmak lizere uluslararasi alanda 6zellikle Avrupa, Asya,
Afrika, ABD ve Hindistan'da ¢ok cesitli hukuki konular (izerine seminerler
ve dersler vermigtir.

Sir DAVID REDDAWAY

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as Chief
Executive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London. During his
previous career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, he served as
Ambassador to Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador to Ireland (2006-2009),
High Commissioner to Canada (2003-2006), UK Special Representative for
Afghanistan (2002), and Charge d’Affaires in Iran (1990-1993). His other
assignments were to Argentina, India, Spain, and Iran, where he was first
posted during the Iranian Revolution.

Halen cgesitli 6zel sirket ve (iniversitelere danisman, yénetim kurulu lyesi ve
konstiltasyon uzmani olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yilinin Ocak ayindan
bu yana Londra Universitesi biinyesindeki Goldsmith Koleji’nde Konsey
liyesi ve Goldsmith girketinde ydnetici katip olarak gbrev yapmaya bagla-
mistir. Bir dsnem Birlesik Krallik adina Tiirkiye ve Irlanda Cumhuriyeti Bii-
ylikelgisi olarak gérev yapan Reddaway bu gérevinden énce Birlesik Krallik
adina Kanada'da Yiiksek Misyon Temsilcisi, Afganistan’da Ozel Temsilci,
iran’da ise Diplomatik temsilci olarak gérevyapmistir. Bu gérevlerinin yani
sira Ispanya, Arjantin, ve Hindistan'da diplomatik gérevler iistlenmistir.

Prof. NAOMI ROHT-ARRIAZA

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of Law at the
Hastings College of Law, University of California (San Francisco) and is
renowned globally for her expertise in transitional justice, international
human rights law, and international humanitarian law. She has extensive
knowledge of, and experience in, post-conflict procedures in Latin America
and Africa. Roht-Arriaza has contributed to the defence of human rights
through legal and social counselling, her position as academic chair, and
her published academic works.
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Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin San Francisco
sehrindeki UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda égre-
tim iiyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, insan Haklari
ihlalleri, Uluslararasi Ceza Hukuku ve Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlari gibi konular
uzmanlik alanina girmektedir.

AHMET MUMTAZ TAYLAN

Ahmet Miimtaz Taylan is a well-known Turkish actor and director. He grad-
uated from the Hacettepe University State Conservatory of Theater’s De-
partment. He also worked at the Diyarbakir State Theatre from 1989 to
1993. He later worked in theatres with Roberto Cioli and Der Ruhr in Ger-
many from 1993 to 1994. Since then, he has been in a number of dramas
alongside Yucel Erten. He rose to the rank of general secretary of Devlet Ti-
yatrolar Sanatglar Dernegi, or DETS (Association of State Theater Artists),
which he held until 2006. He also appeared in a number of well-known
films. He starred in Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s film “Once Upon A Time In Anato-
lia,” which earned the Cannes Film Festival’s highest honour, the Golden
Pam. At the 15th Golden Ball Film Festival in 2007, Talan won the Film
Writers’ Association Award for Best Supporting Actor for his role in Inan
Temelkuran’s “Made in Europe”. In addition, in 2002, he received the Ismet
Kiintay Award for Best Director for the play “Misafir”. In 2018, he won the
“Best Actor in Drama” award at the 23 Sadri Aligik Theater & Film Awards.

Ahmet Miimtaz Taylan genis capta taninmis bir Tiirk aktor ve direktérdiir.
Hacettepe Universitesi Devlet Konservatuari Tiyatro Béliimi’nden mezun
oldu. 1989-1993 yillari arasinda Diyarbakir Devlet Tiyatrosu’nda da calisti.
1993-1994 yillar arasinda Almanya’da Roberto Cioli ve Der Ruhr ile tiyat-
rolarda calisti. Yiicel Erten ile birlikte birgok dramada rol aldi. 2006 yili-
na kadar ydiriittigl Devlet Tiyatrolar Sanatglar Dernegi’nin (DETS) genel
sekreterligine kadar ylikseldi. Birgok taninmig filmde rol alan Talan, Nuri
Bilge Ceylan’in Cannes Film Festivali’nin en bliylik onur 6diilii olan Golden
Pam’i kazanan “Bir Zamanlar Anadolu’da” adli filminde rol aldi. Talan, 2007
yilinda 15. Altin Top Film Festivali’nde Inan Temelkuran’in “Made in Euro-
pe” filmindeki roliiyle Film Yazarlari Dernegi En lyi Yardimci Erkek Oyuncu
Odiilii'nii kazandi. Ayrica 2002 yilinda “Misafir” oyunuyla Ismet Kiintay
En lyi Yénetmen Odiilii'nii aldi. 2018 yilinda 23. Sadri Alisik Tiyatro & Film
Odiilleri’nde “Drama Dalinda En lyi Erkek Oyuncu” 6diiliinii kazandi.

Dr. MEHMET UFUK URAS

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal Greens
and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of the Greens and the
Equality and Democracy Party. He was previously a former leader of the
now-defunct University Lecturers’ Union (Ogretim Elemanlari Sendikasi)
and was elected the chairman of Freedom and Solidarity Party in 1996.
Ufuk resigned from the leadership after the 2002 general election. Ufuk
ran a successful campaign as a “common candidate of the Left”, standing
on the independents’ ticket, backed by Kurdish-based Democratic Society
Party and several left-wing, environmentalist and pro-peace groups in the
2007 general election. He resigned from the Freedom and Solidarity Par-
ty on 19 June 2009. After the Democratic Society Party was dissolved in
December 2009, he joined forces with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the
Peace and Democracy Party group. On 25 November 2012, he became a
co-founder and member of social liberal Greens and the Left Party of the
Future, founded as a merger of the Greens and the Equality and Democ-
racy Party. Ufuk is a member of the Dialogue Group and is the writer of
several books on Turkish politics.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras Istanbul Universitesi Iktisat Fakiiltesi’nde lisans,
yliksek lisans ve doktora 6grenimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletvekili se-
gilene kadar Istanbul Universitesi Iktisat Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Ulus-
lararasi iliskiler Béliimii’nde yardimci dogent doktor olarak gérev yapmistir.
22 Temmuz 2007 genel segimlerinde istanbul 1. Bélge’den bagimsiz millet-
vekili adayi olmustur. Secimlerin sonucunda %3,85 oraniyla yani 81.486 oy
alarak Istanbul 1. Bélge'den bagimsiz milletvekili olarak 23. d6nem mecli-
sine girmistir. Segimler éncesinde liderliginden ayrildigi Ozgiirliik ve Daya-
nisma Partisi (ODP) Genel baskanligina 11 Subat 2008’de yapilan 5. Olagan
Kongresi’ni takiben geri dénmiistiir. 17 Haziran 2009 tarihinde, partinin
dar grupgu bir anlayisa kaydigi diisiincesi ve sol siyasetin daha genis bir
yelpazeye ulasmasi iddiasiyla bir grup arkadasiyla Ozgiirliik ve Dayanisma
Partisi’nden istifa etmistir. ODP’den ayriligiyla birlikte Esitlik ve Demok-
rasi Partisi kurulug stirecine katilmigtir. DTP’nin 19 kisiye dliglip grupsuz
kalmasindan sonra, Kiirt sorununun parlamentoda ¢éziilmesi gerektigini
savunarak Barig ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP) grubuna katiimigtir. Ufuk Uras,
sec¢im sirecinde, kurulug gagrisini yaptigi Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi’ne
liye olmugtur. 25 Kasim 2012'de kurulan Yegiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisi-
nin kurucularindandir ve ayni zamanda PM (iyesidir. Uras’in ¢ok sayidaki
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yayinlari arasinda “ODP Séylesileri’, “ideolojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist
Arastirmalari Destek Odiilii), “Sezgiciligin Sonu mu?”, “Baska Bir Siyaset
Miimkiin”, “Kurtulus Savasinda Sol”, “Siyaset Yazilan” ve “Alternatif Siya-
set Arayislari” “Sokaktan Parlamentoya” “S6z Meclisten Disari” ve “Meclis
Notlani” adli kitaplari da bulunmaktadir.

Prof. Dr. SEVTAP YOKU$

Professor Dr Sevtap Yokus is a Law Faculty Member at istanbul Altinbas
University in the Department of Constitutional Law. She holds a PhD in
Public Law from the Faculty of Law, Istanbul University, awarded in 1995
for her thesis which assessed the state of emergency regime in Turkey with
reference to the European Convention on Human Rights. She is a widely
published expert in the areas of Constitutional Law and Human Rights and
has multiple years’ experience of working as a university lecturer at un-
dergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral level. She also has experience of
working as a lawyer in the European Court of Human Rights.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus istanbul Altinbas Universitesi Anayasa Huku-
ku Anabilim Dali égretim (iyesidir. istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi
Kamu Hukuku Doktora Programi biinyesinde basladigi doktorasini “Avrupa
Insan Haklari Sézlesmesi’nin Tiirkiye'de Olaganiistii Hal Rejimine Etkisi”
baslikli tezle 1995 yilinda tamamlamistir. Akademik gérevi sirasinda lisans,
yliksek lisans ve doktora asamasinda dersler veren Prof. Dr. Yokus 6zellikle

Anayasa Hukuku ve insan haklari Hukuk alaninda uzmanlasmistir. Ayrica

Avrupa insan Haklari Mahkemesi’ne basvuruda pratik avukatlik deneyimi
de bulunmaktadir.
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