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Conflict Resolution and Constitution-Making in Turkey

Kerim Yildiz
DPI CEO

Foreword

On June 28™ and September 24", Democratic Progress Institute (DPI) held
two Peace Tables titled ‘Peace and Counterbalancing the Ruling Power in
Turkey and ‘Constitutional Priorities in the Kurdish Case and Confidence
Building Steps in Constitution Making Processes.” The events were the
second and third meetings of DPI's series entitled ‘Conflict Resolution and
Constitution-Making in Turkey, a series that aims to understand the role
that constitution-making processes can play as part of possible conflict res-
olution efforts in Turkey. The series was designed in conjunction with DPT's
research report with the same title that was published in January 2022,
co-written by constitutional law experts Prof Dr Fazil Hiisnu Erdem, Prof Dr
Sevtap Yokus, Dr Vahap Coskun and Dr Zeynep Ardic.

The meetings brought together diverse groups of academics, lawyers, poli-
cy makers, civil society members, journalists, and senior political figures re-
sponsible for legal and human rights issues from different political parties
in Turkey. The groups included both reoccurring and new participants to
ensure continuity while increasing diversity.

The DPI meeting entitled ‘Peace and Counterbalancing the Ruling Power in
Turkey’ on June 28" focused on the governmental system debate in Turkey;,
which continues to be a pressing and consequential subject in the political
sphere. Keynote speaker Professor Sevtap Yokus shared her insights on the

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

Onsoz

DPI, 28 Haziran ve 24 Eylul tarihlerinde 'Turkiye'de Barig ve iktidarin
Dengelenmesi' ve 'Kirt Sorununda Anayasal Oncelikler ve Anayasa
Yapim Sureclerinde Guven Arttirict Adimlar' baslkl iki Baris Masast
dizenledi. Etkinlikler, DPI'in Turkiye'deki olasi ¢atisma ¢6zimu caba-
larinin bir pargasi olarak anayasa yapim sireclerinin oynayabilecegi
rold anlamay1 amaclayan 'Tirkiye'de Catisma Cézimu ve Anayasa Ya-
pimt' serisinin ikinci ve Ggtinct toplantilartydi. Etkinlik serisi, DPI'in
Ocak 2022'de yayinlanan ve anayasa hukuku uzmanlar: Prof. Dr. Fazil
Husnu Erdem, Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus, Dr. Vahap Coskun ve Dr. Zeynep
Ardic tarafindan yazilan ayni adli arastirma raporuyla baglantili olarak
tasarlandi.

Toplantilar, Turkiye'deki akademisyenleri, hukukcgulari, politika yapici-
lari, sivil toplum uyelerini, gazetecileri ve farkl siyasi partilerde hukuk
ve insan haklar: konularindan sorumlu ust dizey siyasi figiirleri bir
araya getirdi. Cesitliligi artirirken strekliligi de saglamak adina grup-
larda hem eski hem yeni katilimcilar yer aldi.

28 Haziran'da duzenlenen 'Turkiye'de Baris ve Iktidarin Dengelenmesi’
baslikli toplantida, Turkiye siyasetinde acil ve 6nemli bir konu olma-
ya devam eden hukumet sistemi ele alindi. Ana konusmaci Prof. Dr.
Sevtap Yokus, yeni hiktimet sistemine iliskin goruslerini paylast1 ve



Conflict Resolution and Constitution-Making in Turkey

new governmental system and discussed issues pertaining to the balance of
executive power. During the discussion sessions, participants had the op-
portunity to explore how such debates could contribute to democratisation
and conflict resolution efforts in Turkey.

During the meeting titled ‘Constitutional Priorities in the Kurdish Case
and Confidence Building Steps in Constitution Making Processes, keynote
speakers Vahap Coskun and Zeynep Ardi¢ discussed the contentious issue
that need to be addressed in relation to the Kurdish Case during a consti-
tution-making process and the preliminary steps that needs to be taken be-
fore starting a constitution-making process in order to gain the support of
the society. Following the presentations, participants discussed several is-
sues with the speakers, including widespread misconceptions regarding the
definitions of mother tongue and official language as well as citizenship and
power-sharing. It was noted that both politicians and civil society members
have a responsibility in this matter. At the conclusion session of the meeting,
the members of the advisory board and the participants suggested to DPI
that this series should continue with the subject of human rights. It was
emphasised that for the conversation between political parties and profes-
sionals to continue, DPI's expertise in bringing together policy makers and
experts with various political identities should be used going forward.

Overall, these Peace Tables, carried out during a difficult time in Turkey,
proved to be timely and provided the legal group with a platform to discuss
constitution-making and conflict resolution with experts in the field. The
participants, especially political party representatives, expressed that they
greatly valued the opportunity to be able to discuss these matters in a setting
other than the parliament.

These Peace Tables form part of a larger and continuing series of activities
titled Legal Foundations of Peace, planned in the context of the project Voic-
ing Peace and Fostering Inclusivity in Turkey, supported by the Irish, Norwe-
gian, and Swiss governments.

Kerim Yildiz

Chief Executive Officer
Democratic Progress Institute
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yurutme erki dengesine iliskin konular: ele aldi. Tartisma oturumlar:
sirasinda katilimcilar, bu tur tartismalarin Turkiye'deki demokratikles-
me ve ¢atisma ¢6zimu ¢abalarina nasil katkida bulunabilecegini kes-
fetme firsati buldu.

'Kurt Sorununda Anayasal Oncelikler ve Anayasa Yapim Sureclerinde
Guven Arttirict Adimlar' baslikli toplantida ana konusmacilar Vahap
Coskun ve Zeynep Ardig, Kirt sorununa iliskin olarak anayasa yapim
surecinde ele alinmas: gereken tartismali konular: ve anayasa yapim
strecine baslamadan ¢nce toplumun destegini kazanmak icin atilma-
s1 gereken oncul adimlar: tartisti. Sunumlarin ardindan katilimcilar,
anadil ve resmi dilin tamimlar: ile vatandashk ve iktidar paylasimina
iliskin yaygin yanls anlamalar da dahil olmak tzere bircok mesele-
yi konusmacilarla birlikte ele aldi. Bu konuda hem siyasetcilere hem
de sivil toplum mensuplarina gérev distigia kaydedildi. Toplantinin
sonu¢ bélimuinde ise danisma kurulu Uyeleri ve katilimcilar DPI'a bu
serinin insan haklar1 konusuyla devam etmesi ¢nerisinde bulundular.
Siyasi partiler ve profesyoneller arasindaki diyalogun devam etmesi
icin DPI'in farkl siyasi kimliklere sahip politika yapicilar: ve uzmanlar:
bir araya getirme konusundaki uzmanlhgindan yararlanilmasi gerektigi
vurgulandi.

Genel olarak, Turkiye'de zor bir dénemde gerceklestirilen bu Baris
Masalari iyi zamanlanmus etkinlikler oldu ve hukuk grubuna, anayasa
yapimini ve ¢atisma ¢6zimunu alanin uzmanlariyla tartismak icin bir
platform sagladi. Basta siyasi parti temsilcileri olmak tzere katilimci-
lar, bu konularin meclis disinda bir ortamda tartisilabilmesine buytk
onem verdiklerini ifade ettiler.

Barig Masalary, irlanda, Norveg ve Isvigre hukumetleri tarafindan des-
teklenen Ttrkiye'de Barist Seslendirmek ve Kapsayiciligi Tesvik Etmek
projesi kapsaminda planlanan Barisin Hukuki Temelleri adli daha genis
ve devam eden bir dizi faaliyetin parcasini olusturmaktadir.

Kerim Yildiz

icra Kurulu Baskani
Demokratik Gelisim Enstittsu
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Introduction

Constitutions serve a fundamental role in the functioning of states, as
they regulate the executive, legislative and judicial branches of a country
and establish the rights of citizens. Effective constitutions help to protect
citizens from the ‘tyranny of the majority’ and protect the rights of mi-
norities. If a constitution lacks these guarantees, it can open the door to
the oppression of groups and eventually it may lead to conflict. However,
whilst constitutions can be part of the problem, they can also be part
of the solution. Constitutional reform can act as a useful peacebuilding
tool by setting out the long-term political functioning of the state. Thus,
if constitutional reform is integrated into the peace process, it can help
provide a better, more sustainable peace. As such, it is crucial to envisage
the legal preparations needed for the possible resumption of a resolution
process in Turkey and how the constitution-making process can contrib-
ute to conflict resolution.

The second and the third and final meetings of the ‘Conflict Resolution
and Constitution-Making in Turkey further focused on how constitu-
tional reform and constitution-making periods can contribute to peace.
Sevtap Yokus'’s presentation titled ‘Peace and Counterbalancing the Rul-
ing Power in Turkey’ focused on the balances of power in Turkey, stress-
ing the need to support mechanisms that promote democratisation and
to consider the opportunities in which the presidential system can be
useful for peacebuilding. Vahap Coskun’s presentation titled ‘Consti-
tutional Priorities in the Kurdish Issue, highlighted the need for a new
constitution by outlining the priorities of the constitutional process in
polarised societies, considering a new constitution to be a possible path-
way to the resolution of the Kurdish Issue. Zeynep Ardi¢’s presentation
titled ‘Confidence-Building Steps in Constitution-Making Processes’ dis-
cussed the importance of building confidence among the population
before introducing a new constitution. In both meetings, presentations
were followed by lively debates about how these topics could contribute
to democratisation and conflict resolution efforts in Turkey.

DPI will continue to focus on the legal foundations of peace and the role
of constitution-making in peace-making.
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Giris

Anayasalar bir tlkenin yasama, ytrtiitme ve yargi organlarini diizenledi-
gi ve vatandaslarin haklarini tesis ettigi icin devletlerin isleyisinde temel
bir role sahiptir. Etkili anayasalar vatandaslar: 'cogunlugun zorbaligin-
dan' korumaya ve azinliklarin haklarini korumaya yardimeci olur. Bir ana-
yasa boylesi glivencelerden yoksunsa, kimi gruplara yonelik bask: uygu-
lanmasina kap: aralayabilir ve bu durumun nihayetinde catismaya yol
acmas! muimkindir. Ancak anayasalar sorunun bir parcasi olabilecegi
gibi ¢6zimin de bir parcasi olabilir. Anayasa reformu, devletin uzun va-
deli siyasi isleyisini belirleyerek yararl bir baris insasi araci olarak kul-
lanilabilir. Dolayisiyla, anayasal reform baris siirecine entegre edilirse,
daha iyi ve daha siirdurulebilir bir baris saglanmasina yardimci olabilir.
Bu nedenle, Tirkiye'de olasi bir ¢6zim strecinin yeniden baslamasi icin
gerekli yasal hazirliklarin ve anayasa yapim surecinin ¢atisma ¢ozimu-
ne nasil katkida bulunabileceginin tasavvur edilmesi cok ¢nemlidir.
‘Turkiye'de Catisma C6zimu ve Anayasa Yapiminin ikinci ve Gcincg,
yani son toplantilarinda ise anayasa reformu ve anayasa yapim dénem-
lerinin barisa nasil katkida bulunabilecegi tzerinde duruldu. Sevtap
Yokus'un ‘Turkiye'de Baris ve Iktidarin Dengelenmesi' baslikli sunumu,
Turkiye'deki glic dengelerine odaklanarak, demokratiklesmeyi destekle-
yen mekanizmalarin desteklenmesi ve baskanlik sisteminin barisin in-
sast i¢in yararl olabilecegi firsatlarin degerlendirilmesi gerektigini vur-
guladi. Vahap Coskun'un 'Kurt Sorununda Anayasal Oncelikler' baglikli
sunumunda, yeni anayasanin Kurt sorununun ¢6zimu icin olasi bir yol
olabilecegi distinulerek, kutuplasmis toplumlarda anayasal stirecin 6n-
celikleri siralandi ve yeni bir anayasa ihtiyacina dikkat cekildi. Zeynep
Ardi¢'in 'Anayasa Yapim Sureglerinde Guven insa Eden Adimlar' baglik-
Il sunumunda, yeni bir anayasa yapilmadan ¢nce halk arasinda giiven
olusturmanin 6nemi ele alindi. Her iki toplantida da sunumlarin ardin-
dan, bu konularin Turkiye'deki demokratiklesme ve catisma ¢ézimu ca-
balarina nasil katk: saglayabilecegi konusunda katiimcilar ve konusma-
cilar arasinda hararetli tartismalar yasandu.

DPI, barisin yasal temellerine ve anayasa yapiminin barisin saglanma-
sindaki roline odaklanmaya devam edecektir.
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Peace and Counterbalancing
the Ruling Power in Turkey

Professor Sevtap Yokus started her presentation by recognising how the
current state of affairs in Turkey began with authoritarian administrative
approach developed in conjunction with the conditions of emergence and
the spirit of the 1982 Constitution.” The new government system, which
was adopted with the 2017 Constitutional amendments, is a case where
the constitutional-legal regulations and practices regarding the inability
to balance the power became more pronounced, and an undemocratic
choice in this direction was made.

The dilemmas regarding democracy, above and beyond the government
system in Turkey, constitute the main problem. The issues of today can-
not be solely explained with the presidential system, the structural prob-
lems can be traced back to when there was a parliamentary system. In
Turkey, some of the problems regarding democracy are the problems of
the independence and impartiality of the judiciary, the inability to main-
tain the power-opposition balance, the restriction of freedoms, especially
of the freedom of expression, the weakness of non-governmental organ-
izations and the underdevelopment of the social opposition, the feeble-
ness of local governments, and the accumulation of authority in the cen-
tral government.

The Governmental System in Turkey and
the Failure to Balance the Executive Power

Following its emergence, the 1982 Constitution upset the balance be-
tween the powers of the state, in favour of the executive and strength-
ened the President within the executive branch of the government. The
powers granted to the President in the first version of the 1982 Consti-
tution were unusual in terms of the parliamentary system and made the

1 Yokus's presentation is based on her article in the DPI report titled “Constitution Making and Conflicr
Resolution in Turkey” that was published in January 2022. You can access the full report from DPI's website:
https://www.democraticprogress.org/publications/conflict-resolution-and-constitution-making-in-turkey/

Turkiye'de Uyusmazhk Cozimi ve Anayasa Yapimi

Turkiye'de Baris ve
iktidarin Dengelenmesi

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus, sozlerine Turkiye'deki mevcut durumun, 1982
Anayasasi'nin ortaya ¢ikis kosullar: ve ruhuna uygun olarak gelistirilen
otoriter yonetim anlayisiyla basladigina dikkat cekerek basladi.® 2017
Anayasa degisiklikleri ile kabul edilen yeni hikimet sisteminde, gii¢
dengesinin saglanamamasina iliskin anayasal-yasal diizenlemeler ve uy-
gulamalar daha da belirginlesti; neticede bu yénde demokratik olmayan
bir tercih yapildi.

Turkiye'de hitkimet sistemi meselesinin de 6tesinde, esas sorunu de-
mokrasiye iliskin agmazlar olusturmaktadir. Buglinin sorunlar: sadece
baskanlik sistemi ile agiklanamaz, yapisal sorunlarin izleri parlamenter
sistemin var oldugu yillarda da mevcuttur. Tirkiye'de demokrasiye ilis-
kin sorunlar arasinda yarg: bagimsizligi ve tarafsizligl sorunlari, ikti-
dar-muhalefet dengesinin saglanamamasi, ifade 6zgurligu basta olmak
Uzere 6zgurluklerin kisitlanmasi, sivil toplum kuruluslarinin zayif kilin-
masi, toplumsal muhalefetin gelismemisligi, yerel yonetimlerin zayiflig:
ve glicin merkezi yonetimde toplanmasi yer almaktadir.

Prof Dr Sevtap
Yokus giving her
presentation.

Prof Dr Sevtap
Yokus sunum
yaparken.

1 Sevtap Yokusun sunumu, Ocak 2022'de yayinlanan “Turkiye'de Catisma Coziimii ve Anayasa Yapimi” baslikli
DP!I raporundaki makalesine dayanmaktadir. Raporun tamamina DPI'in web sitesinden ulasabilirsiniz:
https://www.democraticprogress.org/publications/conflict-resolution-and-constitution-making-in-turkey/
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issue a permanent subject of contention and debate. To this end, a state
power above and beyond the political power was created in the office of
the President. Since then, it has always been argued that the excessive
powers granted to the President, and not to the Parliament which repre-
sents national will, are contrary to the principles of law and democracy
due to the unaccountability of the President. For this reason, the system
was called a “weakened parliamentary regime”.

In 2007, the Constitutional amendment regarding the election of the
President directly by the people was enacted; this brought with it the
discussion that the government system in Turkey had turned into a
semi-presidential regime. The direct election of the President by the peo-
ple gave him the additional political power of having been elected by the
people, on top of the power he derived from the Constitution. Following
the 15 July failed coup attempt, on the 21% of July state of emergency was
declared. The 2017 Constitutional amendments took place in just such a
period. Whilst preparing constitutional amendments, there was neither
an atmosphere of discussion nor an open working process. It was not
known how nor by whom the constitutional amendment law was draft-
ed. Subsequently, these amendments were submitted to the public vote.
During the referendum, the fairness and transparency of the elections re-
mained contentious, especially regarding the counting of unsealed votes.
Beyond the already existing broad powers of the President, the amend-
ments ensured that the President controls the executive alone and exerts
influence over the legislature and the judiciary. After the constitutional
amendments, the already weak balance of power and control system is
now almost non-existent.

The new government system introduced through the constitutional
amendments was called the “Presidential system”. It was informally called
the “Turkish type presidential regime”. It soon became clear that the
government system that emerged with the constitutional amendments
had no similarity to any “presidential regime”. The strict separation of
powers, which is at the basis of the presidential regime in its democratic
implementations, did not materialise in Turkey’s constitutional amend-
ments. The balance and control mechanisms between the powers were
completely disabled. The President’s powers such as renewing elections,
appointing vice-presidents and ministers, appointing senior public offi-
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Tirkiye'deki Hiikiimet Sistemi ve
Yiiriitme Giiclinli Dengeleme Sorunlar:

1982 Anayasasl, ortaya ¢ikmasinin ardindan, devletin erkleri arasindaki
dengeyi yurtutmenin lehine bozmus ve yurttme icinde de Cumhurbaska-
ni'mu glclendirmistir. 1982 Anayasasi'nin ilk halinde Cumhurbaskani'na
taninan yetkiler, parlamenter sistem agisindan olagandisi olup, meseleyi
daimi bir anlasmazlik ve tartisma konusu haline getirmistir. Bu amacla
Cumhurbaskanhigi makami, siyasi gliciin 6tesinde bir devlet glicii olarak
tanimlandi. O zamandan beri, milli iradeyi temsil eden Meclis'e degil de
Cumhurbaskani'na tanmnan asiri yetkilerin, Cumhurbaskaninin sorum-
suzlugu nedeniyle hukuk ve demokrasi ilkelerine aykiri oldugu savu-
nulagelmistir. Bu nedenle Turkiye'deki sisteme “zayiflamis parlamenter
rejim” adi verildi.

2007'de Cumhurbaskani'nin dogrudan halk tarafindan secilmesine ilis-
kin Anayasa degisikligi yasalasti, bu da Turkiye'deki hikimet sisteminin
yar1 baskanlik rejimine doniistigi meselesini beraberinde getirdi. Cum-
hurbaskaninin halk tarafindan dogrudan secilmesi, Anayasa'dan aldig:
yetkiye ek olarak, ona halk tarafindan secilmis olmanin siyasi gicini
de verdi. 15 Temmuz'daki basarisiz darbe girisiminin ardindan 21 Tem-
muzda olaganustd hal ilan edildi. 2017 Anayasa degisiklikleri de tam
boyle bir dénemde gerceklesti. Anayasa degisiklikleri hazirlanirken ne
bir tartisma ortami vardi, ne de seffaf bir ¢alisma streci yasandi. Ana-
yasa degisikligi teklifinin nasil ve kimler tarafindan hazirlandig: bilinmi-
yordu. Daha sonra bu degisiklikler halk oylamasina sunuldu. Referan-
dum sirasinda, 6zellikle muhirsuz oylarin sayimi konusunda, secimlerin
adilligi ve seffafligina yonelik tartismalar yasandi. Degisiklikler, Cum-
hurbaskani'nin hélihazirda mevcut olan genis yetkilerinin 6tesinde, ken-
disinin yurutmeyi tek basina kontrol etmesini ve yasama ve yarg: tize-
rinde etkili olmasini sagladi. Anayasa degisikliklerinin ardindan zaten
zayif olan glic dengesi ve kontrol sistemi artik yok denecek hale geldi.

Anayasa degisiklikleriyle getirilen yeni hitkiimet sistemine “Cumhur-
baskanhg: sistemi” adi verildi. Gayri resmi olarak “Turk tipi baskanlik
rejimi” olarak adlandirildi. Anayasa degisiklikleriyle gelen bu hikiumet
sisteminin hicbir baskanlik rejimi ile benzerligi olmadig kisa stirede an-
lasildi. Cumhurbaskanhg: rejiminin demokratik uygulamalarinda temel-
de yer alan kat1 kuvvetler ayrilig1, Turkiye'deki anayasa degisikliklerin-
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cials, appointing members to the Council of Judges and Prosecutors were
determined to be unlimited, unconditional powers that are not subject
to any supervision. With the 2017 Constitutional amendments, the Pres-
ident’s authority to issue decrees has turned into a primary authority,
almost similar to the legislative authority.

Considering the political-social conditions, it is obvious that Turkey’s
main problem is not the much-debated issue of which government sys-
tem should be adopted, but that it is the development of democracy.

A Lack of Political Participation Methods
and Social Opposition to Balance the Ruling Power

In an environment where the structures and functioning of the electoral
system and political parties are not democratic, it is very difficult to raise
democratic demands through pressure groups and build social opposi-
tion. The democratic political structure and functioning play a decisive
role in the development and establishment of the tradition of civil oppo-
sition, which serves to balance the power. Democratisation in the polit-
ical structure provides a basis in itself for the development of political
participation and social opposition. At the same time, the development
of social opposition can also be a guide in the democratisation of the
political process.

Since 1980, the mentality that prohibition is the rule and freedoms are
the exception has prevailed in the government. This mentality, which is
based on the assumption that groups or individuals do not have free-
doms in matters that fall within the field of activity of the state, corre-
sponds to a totalitarian understanding in essence. The Constitution not
only narrowed the area of collective freedoms to a great extent, but also
recognised administrative powers regarding the formation and activities
of groups exercising collective freedoms at a level which allows for arbi-
trary exercise of power.

With the aim of overcoming the obstacles to political participation to
some extent, the first comprehensive amendments to the 1982 Constitu-
tion were made with the 1995 constitutional amendments. However, con-
trary to what was intended, the amendments fell short of expectations
and even limited some freedoms. The second comprehensive change in
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de gozetilmedi. Kuvvetler arasindaki denge ve kontrol mekanizmalar
tamamen devre dis1 birakildi. Cumhurbaskaninin secimleri yenileme,
cumhurbaskan: yardimcilarini ve bakanlar: atama, st diizey kamu go-
revlilerini atama, Hakimler ve Savcilar Kuruluna Giye atama gibi yetkileri
sinirsiz, kosulsuz ve denetime tabi olmayan yetkiler olarak tanimlandi.
2017 Anayasa degisiklikleri ile Cumhurbaskani'nin kanun hitkmunde ka-
rarname ¢itkarma yetkisi, neredeyse tamamen yasama yetkisine benzer
sekilde birincil bir yetkiye dontismustir.

Siyasi ve toplumsal kosullar dikkate alindiginda, Turkiye'nin temel so-
rununun cok tartisildig1 iizere hangi hiikiimet sisteminin benimsenmesi
gerektigi degil, demokrasinin gelismesi oldugu aciktir.

iktidar Giiciinii Dengeleyecek Siyasal Katihim Yéntemleri

ve Toplumsal Muhalefet Eksikligi

Secim sisteminin ve siyasi partilerin yap: ve isleyislerinin demokratik
olmadig! bir ortamda, bask: gruplar: Gizerinden demokratik taleplerde
bulunmak ve toplumsal muhalefet insa etmek ¢ok zordur. Demokratik
siyasi yapi ve isleyis, iktidar1 dengelemeye yarayan sivil muhalefet ge-
leneginin gelismesinde ve yerlesmesinde belirleyici rol oynar. Siyasetin
demokratiklesmesi, siyasal katilimin ve toplumsal muhalefetin gelismesi
icin basl basina bir zemin olusturur. Ayni zamanda, toplumsal muha-
lefetin gelismesi, siyasal siireclerin demokratiklesmesinde yol gosterici
olabilir.

1980'den itibaren yasaklarin norm, ézgurliklerin ise istisna oldugu an-
layis1 iktidarda hékim olmustur. Devletin faaliyet alanina giren konu-
larda gruplarin veya bireylerin 6zgurliklerinin olmadigl varsayimina
dayanan bu zihniyet, 6ztinde totaliter bir anlayisa tekabul etmektedir.
Anayasa, toplu ¢zgurliklerin alanim buytk 6lcide daraltmakla kalma-
mus, toplu 6zgurlikleri kullanan gruplarin olusum ve faaliyetlerine ilis-
kin olarak keyfi yetki kullanimina izin verecek dizeyde idari yetkiler de
tanimlamstir.

Siyasal katilimin 6ntndeki engellerin bir 6lctide asilabilmesi amaciyla
1982 Anayasasi'nda ilk kapsaml degisiklikler 1995 Anayasa degisiklik-
leri ile yapilmustir. Ancak, 6ngorilenin aksine, degisiklikler beklentilerin
altinda kalmis ve hatta bazi 6zgurlikleri sinirlamistir. Hak ve 6zgurlik-
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the field of rights and freedoms that would ensure political participation
took place with the 2001 Constitutional amendments. These amendments
were mostly aimed at securing the rights and freedoms in the Constitu-
tion and ensuring their use. Although the extent to which the intended
result was achieved is a separate matter, it was a favourable development
nonetheless, if insufficiently so, as it included significant changes in the
opposite direction of what the 1982 Constitution initially aimed for.

Within the scope of the 2010 constitutional amendments, some favoura-
ble changes were made, specifically in reference to collective social rights,
such as the repeal of the provision stating that workers cannot be mem-
bers of more than one union at the same time and in the same line of
work. Although some improvement efforts were made to pave the way
for rights and freedoms in the comprehensive amendments of the Con-
stitution at various times, no real transformation could be achieved, es-
pecially in terms of collective rights and freedoms. All the constitutional
amendments made for the exercise of the rights and freedoms that would
provide the opportunity for political participation were, in essence, not
enough to pave the way for political participation in the framework of the
1982 Constitution.

The Contribution of Horizontal Power Sharing
to Democratic Functioning and Social Peace

Transferring the powers of the centre to the administrative units at the
local level is vertical power sharing. One of the most important ways of
balancing political power in democratic countries is the sharing of power
between the central and local governments. The reason for the weakness
of local governments in Turkey is the concentration of administrative
powers in the centre, and the lack of transfer of power to the local. This
situation is mostly due to the constitutional and legal regulations. The ad-
ministration is central and the principle of locality, which is a requirement
of democracy, is not applied in the administration.

Although some reform efforts were initiated in Turkey for the transfer
of authority to the local level within the scope of the European Union
process, all efforts in this direction failed. In the following periods, the
development and resources of local governments were also used as a way
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ler alaninda siyasi katilimi saglayacak ikinci kapsaml degisiklik 2001

Anayasa degisiklikleri ile gerceklesmistir. Bu degisiklikler daha ¢cok Ana-
yasa'da yer alan hak ve ézgurliklerin giivence altina alinmas: ve kulla-
nilmasinin saglanmasina yonelik olmustur. istenilen sonuca ne él¢ide
ulasildig1 ayri bir konu olmakla birlikte, 1982 Anayasasi'nin baslangicta
amagladigl yonun tersi istikamette onemli degisiklikler icermesi nede-

niyle yetersiz de olsa olumlu bir gelisme olmustur.

2010 Anayasa degisiklikleri kapsaminda 6zellikle toplu haklara iliskin
olarak, iscilerin ayni anda ve ayni is kolunda birden fazla sendikaya
Uye olamayacaklarina iliskin hikmun yurarlikten kaldirilmas: gibi bazi
olumlu degisiklikler yapilmistir. Cesitli dénemlerde yapilan kapsaml
Anayasa degisiklikleriyle hak ve 6zgurliklerin 6niinti acacak baz iyiles-
tirme calismalar: yapilmissa da, 6zellikle toplu hak ve 6zgurlikler agisin-
dan gercek bir donisim saglanamamustir. Siyasal katilim olanag: sagla-
yacak hak ve 6zgurliklerin kullanilmasina yonelik yapilan tim anayasa
degisiklikleri, 6zinde 1982 Anayasasi cercevesinde kaldiklari icin siyasal

katiimin 6nind a¢cmaya yetmemistir.

Yatay Gii¢ Paylasiminin Demokratik isleyis
ve Toplumsal Barigsa Katkisi

Merkezin yetkilerinin yerel diizeydeki idari birimlere devredilmesi dikey
yetki paylasimidir. Demokratik tilkelerde siyasal glici dengelemenin en
onemli yollarindan biri, merkezi ve yerel yonetimler arasinda gii¢ payla-

Sevtap Yokus
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to strengthen the ruling political party at the national level and to stay
in power. Protectionism instead of democratisation led to the spread of
relations based on protectionism. Practices regarding public favouritism
in Turkey increased much more with the Presidential Government System
and turned into a monopoly in public administration.

The main path for the democratisation of Turkey in the real sense is the
development of local democracies. In the early days when the Presi-
dential Government System was defined as a Turkish-style presidential
regime and came to the fore, various circles emphasised the need to
strengthen the local as the only way to balance power in such a gov-
ernment system. With the Presidential Government System, the fact that
the local authorities were placed under much more tutelage in the new
government system caused the democratic functioning channels to be
completely blocked. The transfer of power to the local governments can
be considered as one of the shortest ways to democratise and limit the
central power in favour of democracy.

Since the past, local governments in Turkey have remained far from be-
ing structures that would contribute to the development of a democratic
society by balancing the central government. The taboos surrounding the
Kurdish issue and the fear of division were the main reasons why local
governments remained weak.

Areas of local autonomy, which are already restricted in Turkey, have
recently been completely abolished through the appointment of trus-
tees to almost all the local governments in the Kurdish provinces. The
disappearance of local democracy opportunities at this level seems to
have turned into one of the main obstacles to the establishment of social
peace. However, in the conflict resolution process, one of the main meas-
ures proposed for resolution was to raise local governments to a much
more autonomous position. The turn in the opposite direction regarding
local autonomy is seen as proof that the political solution of the conflict
has been left behind for the time being. Therefore, possible democratic
measures for the development of local autonomy will also constitute the
most important steps towards social peace. In the Presidential Govern-
ment system, in fact, the issue of transferring authority to the local gov-
ernments has become a much higher priority.
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simudir. Turkiye'de yerel yonetimlerin zayifliginin nedeni, idari yetkilerin
merkezde toplanmasi ve yetkilerin yerele devredilememesidir. Bu du-
rum daha cok anayasal ve yasal diizenlemelerden kaynaklanmaktadir.
Yonetim merkezidir ve demokrasinin geregi olan yerellik ilkesi yonetim-
de uygulanmamaktadir.

Turkiye'de Avrupa Birligi streci kapsaminda yetkilerin yerele devri igin
bazi reform ¢alismalar: baslatilmissa da bu yéndeki tim ¢abalar basari-
sizlikla sonuglanmustir. flerleyen dénemlerde yerel yonetimlerin gelisme-
si ve kaynaklar: da iktidardaki siyasi partiyi ulusal dizeyde guclendir-
menin ve iktidarda tutmanin bir yolu olarak kullanildi. Demokratiklesme
yerine korumaciligin benimsenmesi, korumaciliga dayal iliskilerin yay-
ginlasmasina neden oldu. Turkiye'de kamuda adam kayirmaciliga iliskin
uygulamalar Cumhurbaskanhigr Hukimet Sistemi ile birlikte daha da
artms ve kamu yonetiminde adeta bir tekele donusmustur.

Turkiye'nin gercek anlamda demokratiklesmesinin esas yolu yerel yo6-
netimlerin gelismesinden gecer. Cumhurbaskanligi Hikimet Sistemi'nin
Turk tarzi bir Cumhurbaskanhgl rejimi olarak tanimlanip gindeme
geldigi ilk gunlerde, cesitli cevreler boyle bir hikimet sisteminde guc
dengesini saglamanin tek yolu olarak yerelin guclendirilmesi gerektigini
vurgulamuslardir. Cumhurbaskanhg Hukimet Sistemi ile birlikte yeni
hikimet sisteminde yerel yonetimlerin cok daha fazla vesayet altina
alinmasi, demokratik isleyis kanallarinin tamamen tikanmasina neden
olmustur. Yetkilerin yerel yonetimlere devri, demokratiklesmenin ve
merkezi gicin demokrasi lehine sinirlandirilmasinin en kisa yollarindan
biri olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Turkiye'de yerel yonetimler gecmisten ginimiize merkezi yonetimi den-
geleyerek demokratik bir toplumun gelismesine katki saglayacak yapilar
olmaktan uzak kalmistir. Kirt meselesini cevreleyen tabular ve bélinme
korkusu, yerel yonetimlerin zayif kalmasinin baslica sebepleri arasinda
olmustur.

Turkiye'de zaten kisith olan yerel 6zerklik alanlari, son donemde Kiurt
illerindeki hemen hemen tim yerel yonetimlere kayyum atanmastyla ta-
mamen ortadan kalkmustir. Yerel demokrasi imkanlarinin bu dizeyde
ortadan kalkmasi, toplumsal barisin tesisi ¢niindeki en énemli engel-
lerden biri haline dénusmis gérinmektedir. Ote yandan gatisma ¢6zu-
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Conclusion

Balancing the ruling power with democratic methods has always been
a problem in Turkey. The Presidential Government System, which was
put into effect with the 2017 Constitutional amendment made under the
conditions of the emergency regime, had an effect that reversed the fa-
vourable environment in which democracy could develop in previous pe-
riods. The main reason for this is that the balance of powers, which is
a requirement of democracy, has been lost in terms of state organs. At
the same time, it added a much greater tension to the already polarised
structure of society.

Due to the horizontal loss of balance among the state organs as a result of
the implementation of the Presidential Government System, it is essential
to develop a number of balancing methods for democratic functioning. Di-
rect democracy mechanisms should also be developed and implemented as
tools to democratise the implementation of the governmental system. While
there is a search for power centres that may stand up to the ruling power
due to the inability to maintain the legislative-executive balance even un-
der the parliamentary regime, the necessity of transforming the balance in
the face of the legislative-approved personalised ruling power into a central
power versus local power balance is felt much more intensely.

For all these reasons, it is essential to mobilise mechanisms which will
balance the central government, especially the strengthening of local gov-
ernments, for steps in a democratic direction and therefore for a new
peace-oriented process in Turkey:.

Questions and Answers

The opposition seems to be acting in a prudent manner in terms of em-
powerment of local authorities. Is this because social issues in Turkey are
perceived as taboo?

Since the beginning, the opposition have been prudent and have pro-
ceeded with slow and methodical steps. On the one hand, they proceed
slowly and aim for normalisation. On the other hand, they ignore one of
the most striking social issues thus lowering people’s expectation. Kurd-
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mu sitrecinde, ¢ézim icin 6nerilen temel énlemlerden biri, yerel yone-

timleri cok daha 6zerk bir konuma getirmek olmustur. Yerel 6zerklik
konusunda aksi istikamete doniis, sorunun siyasi ¢oziminun simdilik
rafa kaldirildiginin kanit1 olarak goruliayor. Dolayisiyla yerel 6zerkligin
gelistirilmesine yonelik olas: demokratik tedbirler, toplumsal barisa yo-
nelik en 6nemli adimlar1 da olusturacaktir. Cumhurbaskanhg Hikimet
sisteminde aslinda yerel yonetimlere yetki devri konusu, 6ncesine gore
cok daha oncelikli hale geldi.

Sonug

iktidarin demokratik yontemlerle dengelenmesi Tirkiye'de her zaman so-
run olmustur. Olaganisti hél kosullarinda yapilan 2017 Anayasa degisikligi
ile yirurlige giren Cumhurbaskanligi Hikimet Sistemi, 6nceki donemlerde
demokrasinin gelisebilecegi elverisli ortam tersine geviren bir etki yaratti.
Bunun temel nedeni, demokrasinin geregi olan giicler ayriiginin ve denge-
sinin devlet organlar: agisindan yitirilmis olmasidir. Ayni zamanda toplu-
mun zaten kutuplasmus yapisina ¢ok daha biytk bir gerilim ytklenmistir.

Cumhurbaskanhg Hikimet Sisteminin uygulanmasi sonucunda devlet or-
ganlar1 arasinda olusan yatay denge kayb: nedeniyle, demokratik isleyise
yonelik bir takim dengeleme yontemlerinin gelistirilmesi elzemdir. Hika-
met sisteminin uygulanmasini demokratiklestirmeye yonelik araclar olarak
dogrudan demokrasi mekanizmalar: da gelistirilmeli ve uygulanmalidir.
Parlamenter rejim altinda bile yasama-ytritme dengesinin saglanamamasi
nedeniyle iktidara kars: durabilecek gii¢ odaklar: arayis: surerken, héliha-
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ish people will be playing a key role in the upcoming elections and the
opposition parties are expected to take a more proactive role to attract
Kurdish voters, but they are quite concerned with potentially losing Turk-
ish votes. There seems to be an indecisiveness or hesitation that comes
with being too prudent and this may lead to failure.

When the resolution process was initiated by the government there was
always a risk that it would be ended. Certain stake holders are looking for
alternative approaches to the resolution process. Should the government
initiate the resolution process, or can social actors take the leading role?

After looking into many examples of conflict resolution and transfer
of authority, it can be argued that peace-making, and the prevailing of
peace, is closely linked with how society operates. Leadership in Turk-
ish society plays a significant role in this. Since the Ottoman reform era,
there have been many attempts to bring democracy which considers in-
ternal dynamics and allows society to take initiatives towards change.
Since the 1980s, the most recent military coup, Turkey has experienced
great shrinkages in perspective and Turkey needs a courageous leader in

order to overcome this.

Participants
during the
Q&A.

Sorular ve
cevaplar
esnasinda
katilimcilar.
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zirdaki yasama onayh kisisellestirilmis yonetimde merkezi giic - yerel gic
dengelerinin kurulmasi gerekliligi cok daha yogun hissedilmektedir.

Tum bu nedenlerle, Turkiye'de demokratik yonde atilacak adimlar ve do-
layistyla baris odakl yeni bir siireg igin basta yerel yonetimlerin giiclen-
dirilmesi olmak tzere merkezi yonetimi dengeleyecek mekanizmalarin
seferber edilmesi elzemdir.

Sorular ve Cevaplar

Muhalefet, yerel yonetimlerin yetkilendirilmesi konusunda ihtiyatli dav-
rantyor gérinmekte. Bunun nedeni Ttrkiye'deki toplumsal meselelerin
tabu olarak algilanmast mi?

Mubhalefet basindan beri ihtiyatlh davranmis, agir ve metodik adimlarla
ilerlemistir. Bir yandan yavas ilerliyor ve normallesmeyi hedefliyor. Ote
yandan, en garpici toplumsal sorunlardan birini géz ard: ederek insan-
larin beklentisini disurtyor. Kurt halk: yaklasan secimlerde kilit bir rol
oynayacak ve muhalefet partilerinin Kurt se¢menleri ¢cekmek icin daha
faal bir rol oynamasi bekleniyor, ancak Turk oylarini kaybetme olasili-
gindan da epey cekiniyorlar. Cok ihtiyathh olmanin getirdigi bir karar-
sizlik veya tereddtt var gibi gériniyor ve bu basarisizliga yol agabilir.

Cozlim streci hiikimet tarafindan baslatildiginda, her zaman sona er-
dirilme riski vardi. Bazi paydaslar, ¢éziim stirecine yénelik alternatif
yaklasimlar artyor. Hiikiimet ¢6ztim strecini baslatmali mi, ya da top-
lumsal aktorler boylesi bir stirece énctiltik edebilir mi?

Catisma ¢ozumu ve yetki devrine iliskin pek ¢ok 6rnege baktiktan sonra,
barisi yapiminin ve barisin sirdirialmesinin toplumun nasil isledigiyle
yakindan baglantili oldugu séylenebilir. Tirk toplumunda liderligin bu
baglamda 6nemli bir rold vardir. Tanzimat déneminden bu yana, demok-
rasiyi getirmek icin i¢ dinamikleri dikkate alan ve toplumun degisime
yonelik inisiyatif almasina izin veren bircok girisimde bulunulmustur.
En son askeri darbe yasanan 1980'lerden bu yana Turkiye'nin bakis agi-
sinda buytk daralmalar yasad: ve tilkenin bunu asmasi igin cesur bir
lidere ihtiyaci var.
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Considering the current conditions in Turkey and the Kurdish issue being
on the axis of peace building. What is the best way to emerge from and
limit the governments powers to pave the way for progress?

There is no technical formula that can be a remedy:. It is a concept of the
political domain as well as it is very much about the handling and design
of the peace process. No system is perfect, and we cannot claim that any
specific system will resolve the peace process in Turkey. However, one of
Turkey’s biggest obstacles is the design of the constitution. The constitu-
tion is still in the control of the state and managed by the elites with citi-
zens having no participatory say. There is a need to push towards a par-
ticipatory system and try to establish a good balance of power in Turkey.

Presenting constitutional change to the public may initially look like a
democratic process but then again it does not necessarily guarantee de-
mocracy. In the last decade, Turks have been living under a populist re-
gime where religion and nationalism are used as tools to transform the
masses. The referendum in 2017 was not an honest step. A major issue is
that certain groups of Turkish society do not know what they say yes or
no to and do not question the leaders. A turning point for such groups
was when the Turkish lira started depreciating in 2018 and Turkey en-
tered its deepest and longest economic crisis with no solution in sight.
The system itself is clearly not a rational one. If one person has all the
authority, how will it be possible enforce checks and balances?

There are people who favour democracy, the rule of law and a peaceful
environment. If the opposition is in favour of all these, then the oppo-
sition needs to urgently make a call to society for a constitution mak-
ing process that includes all the different segments of society. Under
the current government system, it is not possible to talk about human
rights, thus, the parliamentarian system may enable this, but it may
also not be the perfect model. The main problem in Turkey right now
is not the constitution, it is the absence of the right to be able to speak
one’s mind. The politicians must lead and take initiative to try and make
progress. Proper techniques that promote the right dialogue and being
persistent with certain principles are vital amongst conflicted societies
like Turkey.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

Ttrkiye'deki mevcut kosullar ve Kirt meselesinin baris insast eksenin-
de olmas: dikkate alindiginda, ilerlemenin éniint agmak igin htiktimetin
yetRilerini bir yana koymanin ve bu yetkileri simirlamanin en iyi yolu ne-
dir?

Bu sorunlara derman olabilecek teknik bir formul yok. Bu, baris stre-
cinin ele alinmas: ve tasarimiyla ilgili oldugu kadar, siyasi alana iliskin
bir kavramdir. Hi¢bir sistem mukemmel degildir ve belirli bir sistemin
Turkiye'deki baris siirecini ¢ozecegini iddia edemeyiz. Ancak Turkiye'nin
onundeki en biyilk engellerden biri anayasa tasarimidir. Anayasa héla
devletin kontrolinde, seckinler tarafindan dizenleniyor ve vatandasla-
rin bu konuda s6z hakki yok. Turkiye'de katilimc: bir sisteme gecmek ve
iyi bir gli¢ dengesi kurmaya ¢alismak ihtiyac1 mevcut.

Anayasa degisikligini halka sunmak, baslangicta demokratik bir stireg
gibi gortinebilir, ancak daha sonra demokrasiyi garanti etmez. Son on
yudir Ttrk halky, din ve milliyetciligin kitleleri déntsttirme aract olarak
Rullanildigr poptilist bir rejim altinda yastyor. 2017'deki referandum di-
rist bir adim degildi. Onemli bir sorun, Ttrk toplumunun bazi kResimle-
rinin neye evet veya hayir dedigini bilmemesi ve liderleri sorgulamama-
sidir. Bu tir gruplar icin déntim noktasi, 2018'de Tirk lirasinin deger
kRaybetmeye baslamasi ve Tirkiye'nin hdlen ¢éztilememis, en derin ve en
uzun ekonomik krizine girmesi oldu. Sistemin kendisi rasyonel degil, bu
actk. Bir kisi tim yetkiye sahipse, kontrol ve dengeyi uygulamak nasil
mumkin olacak?

Demokrasiden, hukuktan, baristan yana olanlar var. Eger muhalefet
tim bunlardan yanaysa, o zaman muhalefetin toplumun tim farkl
kesimlerini kapsayan bir anayasa yapim streci icin acilen topluma
cagr1 yapmasi gerekiyor. Mevcut hiikiimet sisteminde insan haklarin-
dan bahsetmek mumkun degil, dolayisiyla parlamenter sistem bunu
saglayabilir ama mukemmel bir model de olmayabilir. $u anda Turki-
ye'nin temel sorunu anayasa degil, distindigini sdyleme hakkinin
olmamasi. Politikacilar ilerlemeye yonelik liderlik etmeli ve inisiyatif
almalidir. Dogru diyalogu tesvik eden ve belirli ilkelerde 1srarci olan
uygun teknikler, Turkiye gibi catismali toplumlar icin hayati énem
tasimaktadir.
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DISCUSSION SESSIONS

System Debate in the Context of
Democratisation in Turkey

The first discussion session, moderated by Dr Vahap Coskun, focussed
on the need for adequate checks and balances in parliamentary regimes
which would, for example, ensure that the president and other political
bodies are involved in the process should be held accountable for their
actions. However, parliamentary systems in Turkey have always been
perceived as weak due to the consolidation of the president’s powers
with strong executive branch, while everything else is centralised. Turkey
has also experienced various problems over the past four decades. For
instance, individual rights and liberties have been curtailed but despite
positive amendments to the Turkish constitution in 2001 and 2004 dur-
ing the European Union accession process, the system established by the
1982 constitution persisted. A state of emergency declared in the East of
Turkey suspended rights and liberties, subjecting individuals to unlaw-
ful practices. People that lived in the West of Turkey did not experience
these practices. The constitution itself created an unlawful environment
in which the peace process would be derailed.

In 2001, the democratisation process began in Turkey, which sparked a
discussion about the about the need for a new democratic constitution.
Various actors contributed to this process, which went hand in hand with
the peace process. The main emphasis was that Turkey needed a new
democratic civilian constitution which would address the Kurdish issue
and conflict resolution. The response was positive, and a reconciliation
committee was established by the parliament to assist the peace process.
But, after 2015, Turkey found itself on an entirely different tract and a
completely different process was experienced. The president called for
re-elections after the June 2015 elections and the reconciliation commit-
tee was disbanded. People were no longer allowed to speak of a new
constitution. From this point, the conflict became aggravated and the
positive atmosphere that was experienced in 2001 was replaced with dis-
course that prioritised the perpetuity of strong central power. There were
other constitutional changes in 2017 that introduced a new presidential
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TARTISMA OTURUMU

Turkiye'de Demokratiklesme
Baglaminda Sistem Tartismasi

Dr. Vahap Coskun moderatoérliginde gerceklesen ilk tartisma oturumu,
parlamenter rejimlerde, 6rnegin stirece dahil olan cumhurbaskaninin ve
diger siyasi organlarin eylemlerinden sorumlu tutulmalarini miimkun ki-
lacak yeterli kontrol ve denge mekanizmalarinin gerekliligine odaklandi.
Ancak Turkiye'de parlamenter sistem, cumhurbaskaninin yetkilerinin
guclu yuritme organi ile birlestirilmesi ve diger her seyin merkeziles-
tirilmesi nedeniyle her zaman zayif olarak algilanmistir. Turkiye de son
kirk yilda gesitli sorunlar yasadi. Ornegin, Avrupa Birligine katiim su-
recinde 2001 ve 2004 yillarinda Turkiye anayasasinda yapilan olumlu
degisikliklere ragmen, bireylerin hak ve 6zgurlikleri kisitlanmis, 1982
Anayasast ile kurulan sistem devam etmistir. Tirkiye'nin dogusunda ilan
edilen olaganustu hal hak ve 6zgurlikleri askiya almus, kisileri hukuka
aykir1 uygulamalara maruz birakmistir. Tirkiye'nin batisinda yasayan
insanlar bu uygulamalar: tecribe etmedi. Anayasanin kendisi, baris su-
recinin raydan ¢iktigl hukuksuz bir ortam yaratti.

2001 yilinda Turkiye'de baslayan demokratiklesme siireci, yeni bir de-

mokratik anayasaya ihtiyag olduguna yonelik tartismalara hiz kazan-

dird1. Baris sureciyle el ele giden bu siirece cesitli aktérlerin katkilar
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regime, which ensured that all the powers of the state vested under one
person’s thumb, the president.

It was discussed that parliamentary and presidential elections currently
take place on the same day. This favours the winner of the presidential
race, and the parliament is side-lined. The president no longer needs the
approval from the parliament, as the elected president can announce ex-
ecutive orders which the parliament may challenge. It is important to con-
sider that most of the parliament is made up by the government party thus
the components that form the state seem to undermine the separation of
powers. Therefore, Turkey is comprised of a very central government with
no mechanisms to bring about much needed checks and balances.

It was highlighted that Turkey has been witnessing a democratic back-
sliding, an emergence of unlawfulness and erosion of the rule of law.
Public opposition is quite weak because of the lack of liberties and there
has been severe restrictions on fundamental rights and freedoms. Weak
public opposition, the absence of trade unions and professional bodies,
and limitations on freedom of expressions and demonstrations have all
created a limited political realm in Turkey. The electoral system has en-
couraged the popular support of cult leaders and led to the total absence
of democracy in politics; therefore, the establishment of a strong political
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olmustur. Esas vurgulanan, Turkiye'nin Kirt meselesini ve ¢atisma ¢6zU-
munu ele alacak yeni bir demokratik sivil anayasaya ihtiyaci olduguydu.
Buna verilen karsilik olumluydu ve meclis tarafindan baris siirecine yar-
dimci olmak adina bir uzlasma komisyonu kuruldu. Ama 2015'ten sonra
Turkiye bambaska bir yola girdi ve bambaska bir stire¢ yasandi. Haziran
2015 secimlerinin ardindan cumhurbaskani yeniden secim cagrisi yapti
ve uzlasma komisyonu dagitildi. Artik insanlarin yeni bir anayasadan
bahsetmesine izin verilmiyordu. Bu noktadan itibaren catisma kizismis
ve 2001 yilinda yasanan olumlu atmosfer, yerini gicli merkezi giicin
bekasini 6nceleyen soylemlere birakmistir. 2017'de, devletin tim yetki-
lerinin tek bir kisinin, yani cumhurbaskaninin eline gecmesini saglayan
yeni bir baskanlik rejimi getiren baska anayasal degisiklikler de oldu.

Meclis ve cumhurbaskanlig secimlerinin hélen ayni giin yapilmas tartisil-
di. Bu usul, cumhurbaskanhg: yarisinin kazananini destekliyor ve meclis
bir yana itiliyor. Secilen cumhurbaskan: meclisin kabul etmedigi ytritme
kararlarini uygulamaya koyabileceginden, kendisinin artik meclisin onay-
na ihtiyaci yoktur. Meclisin buytk bir kismir iktidar partisi mensuplarinin
olusturdugunu dikkate almak ¢nemlidir, zira boylece devleti olusturan bile-
senler glcler ayriigin baltaliyor gibi gdrinmektedir. Bu nedenlerden 6ttra
gunumuzde Tirkiye, cok ihtiya¢ duyulan kontrol ve dengeleri saglayacak
mekanizmalar: olmayan, asiri merkezi bir yonetime sahip.

Turkiye'nin demokratik bir gerilemeye, hukuksuzlugun ortaya cikmasi-
na ve hukukun Gstinliginin erozyona ugramasina sahit oldugu vurgu-
landi. Ozgurltuklerin olmamas: nedeniyle toplumsal muhalefet oldukga
zayliflamis ve temel hak ve ozgurliklere ciddi kisitlamalar getirilmistir.
zayif toplumsal muhalefet, sendikalarin ve meslek kuruluslarinin yoklu-
gu, ifade ve gosteri 6zgurligu tuzerindeki sinirlamalar, Turkiye'de siyasi
alani daraltti. Secim sistemi, liderlerin halk tarafindan desteklenmesini
tesvik etti ve siyasette demokrasinin tamamen yok olmasina yol agt1; bu
nedenle Turkiye'de guclu bir siyasi muhalefetin kurulmas: mimkin ol-
marmustir. Yerel 6zerkligi gliclendirmek siyaset alanini dengelemenin bir
yolu olabilir ama bu fikir Tirkiye'de tabu olarak géruliyor. Kiirt Sorunu,
Turkiye'deki antidemokratik ortamin altinda yatan temel nedenlerden
biridir. Cézilmesi, devletin geri kalaninin demokrasiye dogru ilerleme-
sini mimkun kilacaktir, ancak muhalefet partileri bu konuya yeterince
odaklanmiyor.
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opposition has not been possible in Turkey. Empowering local autonomy
could be one way of balancing out the playing field but this idea is seen as
taboo in Turkey. The Kurdish Issue is one of the main reasons for Turkey’s
anti-democratic environment. Its resolution would allow for the rest of
the state to move towards democracy; however, the opposition parties do
not focus on this issue sufficiently.

Experience of Parliamentary and Presidential Systems

Dr Zeynep Ardi¢ the second discussion session on democratisation in
Turkey. There are multifactorial structures that determine the strengths
or weaknesses of a democracy, such as the political and electoral sys-
tems, institutional and traditional elements, sociological structures, pop-
ulation and ethnic and religious homogeneity. One system alone does not
provide a clear answer regarding the strength or weakness of democracy.
As mentioned, the 2017 constitutional changes in Turkey led to a back-
sliding in constitutionalism. Turkey moved from a parliamentary regime
to a presidential system. The upcoming elections will determine whether
Turkey will keep the executive presidential system that some allege has
divided its citizens and weakened its democracy.

The discussion continued, with a participant explaining her views about
the current system in Turkey. She argued that Turkey is going through
unprecedented times as issues surrounding its democracy have deep-
ened, and the prospect of fundamental change seems far less likely. She
outlined the process leading to Turkey’s current executive presidential
system and argued that the 1982 hybrid constitution laid the ground for
the current presidential system. On the one hand, the 1982 constitution
consisted of promising clauses about the council of ministers and had
components of a parliamentarian system but on the other hand it gave
more power to the president. Such a hybrid model led to a conflicted
system and internal crisis due to the inevitable clash between the presi-
dent and the other components of executive branch. She cited the clash
between Erdogan and council of ministers regarding ending the peace
process in 2014, which deepened the conflict, became a divisive issue
in the peace of process. The failed coup attempts on 15th of July 2016
trapped Turkish society in a state of emergency for several years and
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Meclis Sistemi ve Bagkanlik Sistemi Deneyimleri

Dr. Zeynep Ardi¢ Turkiye'de demokratiklesme konulu ikinci tartisma
oturumuna moderatorlik yapti. Siyaset ve sec¢im sistemleri, kurumsal
ve geleneksel unsurlar, sosyolojik yapi, nifus, etnik ve dini homojenlik
gibi, bir demokrasinin giicli veya zayif yonlerini belirleyen cok faktérli
yapilar mevcuttur. Tek basina bir sistem, demokrasinin gucu veya za-
yiflig1 konusunda net bir anlam ifade etmez. Belirtildigi gibi, Turkiye'de
2017 yilinda yapilan anayasa degisiklikleri, anayasacilikta gerilemeye yol
act1. Turkiye parlamenter rejimden baskanlik sistemine gecti. Yaklasan
secimler, Turkiye'nin bazilarinin halk: boldigint ve demokrasiyi zayif-
lattigini iddia ettigi baskanlik sistemini devam edip etmeyecegini belir-
leyecek.

Tartisma, bir katihmeinin Tarkiye'deki mevcut sistem hakkindaki gérus-
lerini aciklamasiyla devam etti. Katilimei, Turkiye'de demokrasiyi cevre-
leyen sorunlarin derinlestigini, benzeri gorilmemis bir dénemden gecil-
digini ve kokten bir degisim ihtimalinin cok daha az olasi goérundiagunu
savundu. Turkiye'de mevcut cumhurbaskanlig: sistemine giden sireci
Ozetledi ve 1982'nin hibrit nitelikli anayasasinin mevcut baskanlik siste-
mine zemin hazirladigini savundu. 1982 Anayasasi, bir yandan bakanlar
kuruluna dair ilgili umut vaat eden maddelerden olusuyor ve parlamen-
ter sistemin bilesenlerini barindirryor, 6te yandan da cumhurbaskanina
daha fazla yetki veriyordu. Béylesi hibrit bir model, cumhurbaskani ile
yuritmenin diger bilesenleri arasinda kacinilmaz bir catisma nedeniyle
celigkili bir sisteme ve i¢ krizlere yol acti. Erdogan ile bakanlar kurulu
arasinda 2014 yilinda baris strecinin sona erdirilmesi konusunda yasa-
nan ve catismay: derinlestiren anlasmazligin, baris strecinde tizerinde
gorus birligine varilamayan bir mesele haline geldigi belirtildi. 15 Tem-
muz 2016'daki basarisiz darbe girisimi, Turk toplumunu birkag yil bo-
yunca olaganusttd héle mahkGm kild1 ve 2017'de yapilan anayasa degi-
sikliklerine giden yolu acarak baskanlik sistemini saglamlastirdu.

Katilimer T.C. anayasasinin, olaganusti hallerde degisiklik yapilmasina
izin vermeyen Ispanya anayasasina benzer htukumler icermesi gerekti-
gini belirtti. 2017 yilinda Turkiye'de olaganisti hél devam ederken ya-
pilan degisiklikler, anayasacilig suiistimal ederek otoriterlesmeye giden
yolu acmus ve Tirkiye'de hukuka aykir: uygulamalarin artmasina neden
olmustur. 1987'den beri Turkiye'de demokratiklesme ve 6zgtrlesme adi-
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solidified the presidential system, allowing for the constitutional changes
delivered in 2017.

She recommended that Turkish constitution should contain similar claus-
es to Spain’s constitution, which disallow amendments during states of
emergency. The amendments introduced in 2017 while Turkey was still
under a state of emergency were abusive constitutionalism and they
paved the route to authoritarianism and resulted in a rise of unlawful
practices in Turkey. Since 1987, there have been a series of futile amend-
ments for democratisation and liberalisation in Turkey, which have grant-
ed almost all the power to the president. Although the constitution states
that the judiciary in Turkey is independent and impartial it is not. She
highlighted the significance of the upcoming elections for Turkey’s future
and stated that what is currently viewed as competitive authoritarianism
may become uncompetitive, meaning Turkey will become a closed author-
itarian system. The ruling party makes strategic moves to eliminate the
competition to retain autonomy. One of the examples is the amendments
made to the electoral system. Turkey’s penal code also contains unfair
provisions which lead to ambiguity and give wide discretion to the judici-
ary to make unjust decisions. She provided an example of how Turkey’s
previous Minister of Justice spoke about the quality of judicial services
and that during his term, the number of prisons opened increased dra-
matically. It is perceived that the creation of more criminals means the
more successful state. She concluded that the present totalitarian nature
of Turkey leaves no room for any prospect of democratisation, and the
only way to reverse this situation is to change the government.

Another participant took the floor and provided his opinion about the
systems of government whilst comparing presidential and parliamentary
systems. In a parliamentary system, political parties have the opportuni-
ty to share voices, whereas the presidential system is far stricter as the
president has the sole voice, with no other political parties having any
say. When a new president is elected under the presidential system, there
may be a total change in attitude, which has the potential to cause harm
to the state. For example, if a president has an attitude that is totally
against the resolution process, very little can be done to mitigate this.
However, he noted that if Turkey were to revert back to the previous par-
liamentarian system it once had, it may not be the correct system either.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

na bir dizi beyhude degisiklik yapildi ve neredeyse tim yetkiler cum-
hurbaskanina verildi. Anayasa, Turkiye'de yarginin bagimsiz ve tarafsiz
oldugunu ifade etse de isin asl 6yle degil. Katilimci yaklasan secimlerin
Turkiye'nin gelecegi agisindan ¢nemini vurgulad: ve su anda rekabetci
otoriterlik olarak gorilen olgudaki rekabet unsurunun tamamen orta-
dan kalkabilecegini, yani Turkiye'nin kapal bir otoriter sistem haline ge-
lebilecegini belirtti. Iktidar partisi, 6zerkligini korumak igin rekabeti or-
tadan kaldiracak stratejik hamleler yapiyor. Bunun bir érnegi de secim
sisteminde yapilan degisikliklerdir. Tirk Ceza Kanunu da belirsizlige yol
acan ve yargtya adaletsiz kararlar vermesi i¢in genis takdir yetkisi veren
haksiz hiktumler icermektedir. Katilimei, eski Adalet Bakani'min yargi
hizmetlerinin kalitesinden bahsedisine ve goérev siiresi boyunca agilan
cezaevlerinin sayisinin carpict bigimde arttigina dair bir 6érnek verdi.
Daha fazla suclu yaratmanin daha basarili devlet anlamina geldigi yo-
ninde bir algl s6z konusu. Katilimci sézlerine son verirken, Turkiye'nin
mevcut totaliter dogasinin herhangi bir demokratiklesme ihtimaline yer
birakmadig1 ve bu durumu tersine ¢evirmenin tek yolunun hitkiimeti de-
gistirmek oldugu sonucuna vard.

Bir diger katihimci ise baskanlik ve parlamenter sistem karsilastirmasi
yaparak hikimet sistemlerine iliskin goruslerini dile getirdi. Parlamen-
ter sistemde siyasi partiler seslerini paylasma firsatina sahipken, bas-
kanlik sistemi ¢ok daha katidir, ¢iinki baskanin tek s¢z sahibi olmasi ve
baska hicbir siyasi partinin s6z sahibi olmamasi s6z konusudur. Baskan-
lik sisteminde yeni bir cumhurbaskan: secildiginde, devlete zarar verme
potansiyeli tasiyan topyekan bir tutum degisikligi olabilir. Ornegin, bir
cumhurbaskan: ¢ézim siirecine tamamen karsi bir tavir sergiliyorsa,
bunun ¢éniine gecmek icin yapilabilecek ¢ok az sey vardir. Ancak kati-
limcy, Tarkiye'nin eski parlamenter sisteme geri donmesinin de gereken
¢6zum olmayabilecegini kaydetti.
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Constitutional Priorities in
The Kurdish Case

Dr Vahap Coskun, professor of law at Dicle University, began his pres-
entation by emphasising that if Turkey is to see a new or renovated con-
stitution, then the Kurdish issue must, undoubtedly, be prioritised. His-
torical evidence emphasises the necessity of a constitutional framework
as a starting point to fixing the issue given it is the very reason for the
development of the Kurdish issue, thus inversely, it must be the way to
resolve this issue. When approaching this issue, two dimensions become
apparent: disarmament and constitutional-legal requests. This presenta-
tion focuses on the latter. Nonetheless, a solutions-based approach will
address these simultaneously.

He then stated that the Kurdish issue is an ethno-political issue - it has
ethnic and political roots — and around the world the requests in such
issues are similar: distribution of power, recognition of minority rights,
autonomy, federation, sharing of resources, etc. The constitutional prior-
ities in a possible constitution-making process can be categorised under
three sections: mother tongue recognition in constitution; citizenship;
and administrative structure.

Mother Tongue Recognition

Beginning with the right to education in the mother tongue, it is one of
the primary areas of focus within the Kurdish issue. One of the prob-
lems is the belief that such a request is in conflict with the official lan-
guage, but there is no contradiction between the mother tongue and
official language. On the contrary, it does not mean one over the other,
and thus undermining the common identity, but offers an opportuni-
ty to express oneself in multiple ways. Coskun stressed the fact that
several countries’ constitutions (such as Argentina, Colombia, Belgium,
Estonia, Philippines, Malaysia, and Slovakia) have a dynamic approach
to official languages, whereby respective languages coexist with the of-
ficial language in the public domain, namely in education, or otherwise.
Within this context, three types of regulations are present: first, consti-
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Kurt Sorununda
Anayasal Oncelikler

Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Profes¢éru Dr. Vahap Coskun sunumuna, Tir-
kiye'nin yeni veya yenilenmis bir anayasaya kavusmasi isteniyorsa, stp-
hesiz Kurt meselesine dncelik verilmesi gerektigini vurgulayarak basla-
di. Tarihsel veriler sorunu ¢6zmek icin bir baslangi¢c noktasi olarak bir
anayasal cercevenin gerekliligini vurgulamaktadir, zira Kirt sorununun
ortaya ¢ikma ve ilerlemesinin nedeni bu dizlemde gelistigi icin, ¢ézumu
de ancak bu dizlemde miimkin olabilecektir. Meseleye baktigimizda iki
boyut ortaya cikiyor: silahsizlanma ve anayasal-yasal talepler. Bu su-
num ikinci maddeye odaklanmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, cozime dayali
bir yaklasim bu hususlar: ayni anda ele alacaktir.

Sozlerine devam eden Coskun, Kirt meselesinin etno-politik bir mese-
le oldugunu (yani etnik ve siyasi kokleri oldugunu) ve dinya capinda
bu tir konulardaki taleplerin benzer oldugunu belirtti: gi¢c paylasimi,
azinlik haklarinin taninmasi, 6zerklik, federasyon, kaynaklarin paylasi-
mi, vb. Muhtemel bir anayasa yapim surecinde anayasal oéncelikler t¢
bashk altinda toplanabilir: anayasada anadilin taninmasi, vatandaslik

ve idari yapu.

Dr Vahap
Coskun
giving his
presentation.

Dr Vahap
Coskun
sunum
yaparken.

35



36

Conflict Resolution and Constitution-Making in Turkey

tutions that state only the official language is valid (Article 42 of Turkish
Republic’s 1982 Constitution is an example of this); second, constitu-
tions that do not include any prohibitive provision regarding language
of education, while the absence of constitutional limitations provides
legal freedoms under this liberal approach, it can also mean the lack of
a legal shield if it is to be abolished; third, constitutions that guarantee
the right to provide education in languages other than the official lan-
guage.

There are alternative options for the Turkish state in overturning its
prohibitive stance: on one hand, he pointed out, it can be left to legal
regulations - the precedence of the 1924 & 1961 Constitutions stipulat-
ing that there may be no banning of educational activities. This point
is expanded upon by a reference to the legal defence in Article 45,
paragraph 5 of AK Party’s 2007 Ozbudun Draft (created by a six-per-
son committee headed by Professor Ergun Ozbudun) which, similarly,
states the right to education in a language other than Turkish/official
language can be settled by legal arrangements. On the other hand, a
second option is the recognition of this right in the constitution. This
can be done in two ways: one is for the concerned article to specify
that education can be provided in languages other than the official
language - this would distinguish the official language as a right and
a duty while, alongside it, education can be delivered in different lan-
guages other than the official language. The second way is to explicitly
make the right to education in the mother tongue regulated as a stan-
dalone article.

Citizenship

Coskun moved onto the second section and explored the constitu-
tion-making process in relation to citizenship. He emphasises the founda-
tional nature of citizenship, describing it as a “political asset” at the centre
of all existential discussions. Such discussions revolve around the mean-
ing and scope of one’'s membership in society. In relation to the historical
context of constitution-building, the concept of citizenship has historical-
ly undergone dramatic changes in Turkey- like many places around the
world. Most prominent in this case, during the reform era or Tanzimat
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Anadilin Taninmasi

Anadilde egitim hakki basta olmak Gizere anadil, Kirt sorunu icinde
oncelikli odak noktalarindan biridir. Sorunlardan biri, béyle bir tale-
bin resmi dil olgusu ile celistigine inanilmasidir, fakat esasen anadil
ile resmi dil arasinda herhangi bir celiski yoktur. Birini digerine tercih
etmek ve dolayisiyla ortak kimligi baltalamak s6z konusu degildir;
aksine kisilere kendini birden fazla sekilde ifade etme firsat: sunar.
Coskun, bircok tlkenin (Arjantin, Kolombiya, Belgika, Estonya, Fili-
pinler, Malezya ve Slovakya gibi) anayasalarinin resmi diller konu-
sunda dinamik bir yaklasima sahip oldugunu ve anadillerin kamusal
alanda resmi dille, egitim araciligiryla veya baska bicimde, bir arada
bulundugunu belirtti. Bu kapsamda ¢ tir didzenleme mevcuttur:
Birincisi, yalnizca resmi dilin gecerli oldugunu belirten anayasalar
(1982 Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Anayasasi'nin 42. maddesi buna bir 6r-
nektir); ikincisi, egitim diliyle ilgili herhangi bir yasaklayici hikim
icermeyen anayasalar, ki bu liberal yaklasimda anayasal sinirlamala-
rin olmamasi yasal 6zgurlukler saglarken, dilin yasaklanmas: duru-
munda yasal bir kalkanin olmamasi anlamina da gelebilir; G¢tincisy,
resmi dil disindaki dillerde egitim verme hakkini giivence altina alan
anayasalar.

Turkiye devletinin ¢niinde, yasaklayici tavrini tersine cevirmek icin
cesitli segenekler var. Vahap Coskun bir yandan, meselenin yasal
duzenlemelere birakilabilecegine isaret etti; buna 6érnek olarak egi-
tim faaliyetlerinin yasaklanamayacagini éngéren 1924 ve 1961 Ana-
yasalar: gosterilebilir. Bu nokta, AK Parti'nin 2007 tarihli (Prof. Dr.
Ergun Ozbudun baskanligindaki alt1 kisilik bir komisyon tarafindan
hazirlanan) Ozbudun Anayasa Taslagi'min 45. maddesinin 5. parag-
rafindaki yasal savunmaya atifta bulunularak genisletilebilir. Buna
gore, Turkge/resmi dil disinda bir dilde egitim hakki, yasal dizen-
lemelerle ¢ozilebilir. ikinci segenek ise bu hakkin anayasada tanin-
masidir. Bu ise iki sekilde yapilabilir: Birincisi ilgili maddede resmi
dil disindaki dillerde egitim verilebileceginin belirtilmesidir; bu, res-
mi dilin bir hak ve goérev olarak tanimlanmasini saglayacak, bunun
yani sira resmi dilden baska dillerde de egitim verilebilecektir. Tkinci
yol ise anadilde egitim hakkinin ayr:1 bir madde olarak acik¢a dizen-
lenmesidir.
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Period under the Ottoman empire, beginning in the 1830s which saw the

formulation of an understanding of citizenship that could group several
religious and ethnic peoples under the same roof. And in 1876, the first
constitution during this era, citizenship was defined based on “Ottoman”
identity.

In contrast, the 1921 Constitution, under the newly formed na-
tion-state of Turkey, employed a neutral approach in designating its
people. It classified the state as “Turkish” alongside the use of “na-
tion” and “people” with no ethnic references - the language was sen-
sitive and diligent, in part, due to the contribution of people from
various groups in the independence struggle. However, this inclusive
approach was side-lined in the updated 1924 Constitution as Article
88 made citizenship contingent on ethnic roots. This understanding
was kept and reformatted into Article 54 of the 1961 Constitution
and Article 66 in the 1982 and defined as: “Anyone who is bound to
the Turkish state by citizenship is a Turk” He contends that while
other experts may argue that the 1924 Constitution is softer than
'61 and '82, it does not matter as the underlying implication of all
three is a blanket enforcement of “Turkishness”. Meaning other eth-
nic identities are inherently relegated to secondary statuses relative
to Turks; and while republican discourse may claim that such use of
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Vatandashk

Coskun sunumunun ikinci kismina gecerek vatandaslik baglaminda ana-
yasa yapim surecini inceledi. Coskun vatandashgin kurucu niteligini,
onu tum varolussal tartismalarin merkezinde “siyasi bir varlik” olarak
tanimlayarak vurguladi. Bu tur tartismalar, kisinin toplumdaki mensubi-
yetinin anlami ve kapsami etrafinda doner. Anayasa yapiminin tarihsel
baglamina gelirsek, yurttaslik kavrami, dinyanin pek cok yerinde oldu-
gu gibi Turkiye'de de tarihsel olarak buyuk degisikliklerden gegmistir.
Bu baglamda en belirgin dontsim, 1830'larda baslayan, bircok dini ve
etnik grubu ayni ¢ati altinda toplayan bir vatandaslik anlayisinin formi-
le edildigi Osmanlimin Tanzimat Dénemi olmustur. Bu dénemin ilk ana-
yasasi olan 1876 tarihli Kanun-i Esasi'de vatandaslik, “Osmanli” kimligi
Uzerinden tanmimlandi.

Buna karsilik, 1921 Anayasast, yeni kurulan Turkiye ulus devletinin hal-
kini tanimlamada nétr bir yaklasim benimsedi. Devleti “Tirk” olarak
tanimlarken, “millet” ve “halk” sézctiklerini etnik referanslar olmaksizin
kullandy; kullanilan dil, gesitli toplumsal gruplardan insanlarin bagim-
sizlik mucadelesine katkida bulunmasindan dolay1 hassas ve ¢zenliydi.
Ancak bu kapsayic yaklasim, yeni 1924 Anayasasinda 88. Madde va-
tandashg etnik kokenlere bagh kildig: icin bir kenara birakilmis oldu.
Bu anlayis korunarak 1961 Anayasasi'nin 54. maddesine ve 1982'de 66.
maddesine donustirildd ve su sekilde tamimlandi: “Turk devletine va-
tandaslik ile bagh olan herkes Turk'tur”. Coskun, diger uzmanlar 1924
Anayasasinin '61 ve '82'den daha yumusak oldugunu 6ne sirse de,
Gg¢unun de altinda yatan amacin “Turkligin” toptan dayatilmasi olma-
s1 sebebiyle bu kiyasin bir anlami olmadigini 6ne surtyor. Yani diger
etnik kimlikler en bastan Turkluge gére ikincil statiide tanimlanmustir;
ve Cumhuriyet’in soylemi, "Turk" so6zcigin, bu sekilde kullanilmasinin
etnik bir kimligi kast etmedigini 6ne sirse de bu iddia, yani "Turklagun"
genel bir ust kimlik olarak islev gordigu iddiasi, somut ve tarihsel tec-
rubelerle ortismemektedir. Coskun, kurucu kadrolarin aciklamalarina
ve bu sozciklerin yonetmeliklerde ve mahkeme kararlarinda kurumsal
kullanimina isaret etti; bu baglamda 6zerk bir etnisiteye, ¢zellikle de on
yillardir bununla mucadele eden Kirtler gibi diger gruplara dayatma
olarak kullanilan bir etnisiteye isaret edildigi gérilmekte. Bununla bir-
likte, yurttashga yonelik bu yaklasim yekpare bir kimlik yaratmakta ba-
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the words “Turk” or “Turkish” is not implying an ethnic identity, the
function of “Turkishness” as a general, super-identity does not cor-
respond to what is true, practically and historically, within the Re-
public. He pointed to the remarks of the founders and institutional
usage of the words within regulations and court decisions where it
has been used with reference to an autonomous ethnicity, especially
as an imposing one on others, like the Kurds who have been fighting
this for decades. However, this ostensible approach to citizenship did
not create a monolithic identity, but - against the backdrop of a rise
in libertarian movements - caused an opposition in the 1990s, which
has persisted to today and stressing the importance for a redefinition
of citizenship.

Regarding the governance of citizenship within the Turkish constitu-
tion, first, Coskun highlighted that constitutional studies on the defi-
nition of citizenship within the Turkish constitution can be placed
under four proposals: definitions based on “Turkish/Turkishness”;
citizenship definitions based on the expression “citizenship of the
Republic of Turkey”, definitions of citizenship in which the phrases
“Turkish” and “citizens of the Republic of Turkey” are used together,
or definitions of citizenship that do not refer to any identity. Addi-
tionally, referencing Article 35 of the Ozbudun Draft which set out
three options regarding the formulation of citizenship: “Everyone
who is bound to the state by citizenship is a citizen of the Republic of
Turkey”, “Everyone who is bound to the Republic of Turkey by citizen-
ship is called Turkish, regardless of religion or race”, and “Citizenship
is a fundamental right. Everyone who gains this status in accordance
with the principles stipulated by the law is a citizen of the Republic
of Turkey.” However, Coskun argued, the draft prioritised the second
option out of the three. Saying the first proposal was conservative,
while the second is a reiteration as presented in the 1961 and 1982
Constitutions, respectively. He draws back to Ozbudun’s drafting
process where he proposed the third proposal and was told that it
would be presented to the public and parliament, but this did not
happen. Nonetheless, highlighting the support he received from the
then Prime Minister Erdogan, he argued that had the momentum of
that time been utilised, Turkey would not be in this position.
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sarili olmadi; 6zgurlikct hareketlerin ylkselise gegmesiyle 1990'larda
ginumuze kadar devam eden ve yurttashgin yeniden tanimlanmasinin
onemini vurgulayan bir muhalefeti beraberinde getirdi.

Coskun, Turk anayasasinda vatandashgin yonetisimine iliskin olarak, on-
celikle Tirk anayasasinda vatandashgin tammina iliskin anayasal calis-
malarin dort ¢neri altinda toplanabileceginin altini ¢izdi: “Ttrk/Turklik”
temelli tarumlar; “Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandas:” ifadesine dayali vatan-
dashk tanimlari, “Tirk” ve “Turkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandasi” ibarelerinin
birlikte kullanildig1 vatandaslik tanimlari ve herhangi bir kimlige atifta bu-
lunmayan vatandaglk tamimlari. Ayrica, Ozbudun Taslagi'nin vatandas-
ligin tanimlanmasina iliskin G¢ segenegin yer aldigi 35. maddesine atifta
bulunuldu: “Devlete vatandaslik bag ile bagl olan herkes Tirkiye Cum-
huriyeti vatandasidir”, “Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devletine vatandaslik bag:
ile bagli olan herkese din ve irk gozetmeksizin Tirk denir” ve “Vatandaslik
temel bir haktir. Kanunun 6ngordigi esaslara gore bu statiiyl kazanan
herkes Turkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandasidir.” Ancak Coskun, taslagin ug
secenek arasinda ikinci segenege 6ncelik verdigini savundu. ilk teklifin
muhafazakar oldugunu, ikincinin ise sirasiyla 1961 ve 1982 Anayasalarin-
daki formilasyonun bir nevi tekrar: oldugunu ifade etti. Anayasa taslag
hazirlama strecinde Ozbudun Gg¢lnci segenegi ortaya koydugunda ken-

disine bunun kamuoyuna ve meclise sunulacaginin séylendigini, ancak
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Moving on to constitutions around the world, Coskun referenced
Levent Korkut’s assessment of the constitutions of a hundred coun-
tries, which distilled the governance of citizenship into five cate-
gories:

1. Countries that do not define citizenship by ethnicity, but which
allow citizenship to be constructed indirectly on the basis of eth-
nicity in the preamble or in other articles of the constitution. (Bah-
rain, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Qatar, and Libya)

2. Countries that define citizenship by ethnicity (Estonia and Turkey)

3. Countries that do not define citizenship but speak of the citizen in
ethnic terms. (Germany, Poland)

4. Countries that define citizenship but do not associate it with eth-
nic identity. (Slovakia: “Anyone who is bound to the Republic of
Slovakia by citizenship bond is a citizen of Slovakia”).

5. Countries that do not include the definition of citizenship or an
ethnicity directly or indirectly, but only regulate the general tech-
nical principles on how to gain and lose citizenship: (‘Citizens are
born equal’)

Out of the hundred constitutions examined, only fourteen referenced
ethnic identity. Additionally, in most cases, citizenship is not defined at
all. The citizenship is considered only as a legal matter.

Nonetheless, if Turkey is to produce a new constitution or comprehen-
sively amend the 1982 version with a focus on citizenship, it needs to con-
tribute to a peaceful social order. The reason being that Article 66 of the
current Constitution says ‘Everybody who is bound to the Turkish state
is a Turk; this definition has two problems: first, the state is not Turkish,
it is of the Republic; and second, ‘Turk’ is not neutral language, it is ex-
clusionary because it is an ethnic identity and it is used to conflate the
state and the identity in order to impose a blanket identity that eliminates
the diversity of the Republic. So, in the response to this, the concept of
‘Constitutional Citizenship’ offers solutions in two ways: one, definition
of citizenship beyond ethnic, religious, and cultural implications which
embraces the pluralistic structure of society; and two, under this method
it prevents the pursuit of assimilating differences, instead functions as a
legal protection.
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bunun gergeklesmedigini belirtti. Ancak Ozbudun'un dénemin Bagbakani
Erdogan'dan aldig1 destegin altini gizerek, o dénemin ivmesi kullanilsaydi
Turkiye'nin su anki halde olmayacagini savundu.

Diinya anayasalarina gecen Coskun, Levent'i Korkut'un yurttashk
yobnetimini bes kategoriye aywran yiiz iilke anayasasina iliskin deger-
lendirmesini referans gésterdi:

1. Vatandash etnik kokene goére tanimlamayan, ancak anayasanin
girisinde veya diger maddelerinde vatandashgin dolayh olarak et-
nisite temelinde insa edilmesine izin veren tlkeler. (Bahreyn, Suudi
Arabistan, Misir, Katar ve Libya)

2. Vatandashg etnik kokene gore tanimlayan tulkeler (Estonya ve Tir-
kiye)

3. Vatandashg tanimlamayan ama vatandastan etnik terimlerle bah-
seden ulkeler. (Almanya, Polonya)

4, Vatandashg tamimlayan ancak bunu etnik kimlikle iliskilendirme-
yen ulkeler. (Slovakya: “Slovakya Cumhuriyeti'ne vatandashk bag:
ile bagh olan herkes Slovakya vatandasidir”).

5. Dogrudan veya dolayh olarak vatandaslik veya etnisite tanimina yer
vermeyen, sadece vatandashgin nasil kazanilacag ve kaybedilecegi-
ne iliskin genel teknik ilkeleri dizenleyen tlkeler: (‘'Vatandaslar esit

dogarlar')

i
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Administrative Structure

Finally, regarding Turkey’s administrative structure, the 1921 Consti-
tution which was in effect for a short period of time has dedicated
explicit support to local government: allocating 12 of its 23 Articles
to local governments. However, this structure based on local author-
isation was not implemented. The following constitution, the first in
the republican era, was constructed in 1924 on the opposite mentality
with centralism at its core. This core principle was then extended to
the 1961 and 1982 Constitutions. The issue with centralism, Coskun
argued, is the inability to pinpoint problems, it is contradictory to
democratic administration as it increases the distance between de-
cision-making and implementation and fails to consider the require-
ments of local services. Consequently, this has caused the search of
a decentralised structure to gain momentum in Turkey, for example
most constitutional proposals since the 1990s have included articles
on decentralism.

Relatedly, he pointed out, the five political parties that have groups
in the National Assembly are also not satisfied with current centralist
structure. Their respective programs propose a reorganisation of the
relationship between the central government and local governments.
For example, AK Party claims there should be a deepening of democracy
with a structure established in accordance with the European Charter
of Local Self-Government; the CHP program focuses on the adoption of
pluralism and participatory approach to administration providing local
admins with more freedom to be more effective; HDP supports demo-
cratic autonomy; MHP says citizens should take part in administrative
processes, on the other hand, the Good Party proposes that local gov-
ernments should be subjected to new regulations by the introduction of
a framework law. There is broad dissatisfaction with the current system
under the 1982 Constitution. Given the consensus among political ac-
tors on the establishment of decentralisation, if the constitution is to be
amended, Turkey’s administrative system also needs to be restructured.
Turkey can only adapt to political and economic conditions if it passes
some of the authority to local governments.

Two proposals can be made for this: first, democratic discussion on
local government open to the public. (And within this discussion there

e
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Incelenen yiiz anayasadan sadece on dordi etnik kimlige atifta bulun-
mustur. Ek olarak, cogu durumda vatandaslik hi¢ tanimlanmamustir. Va-
tandaslik sadece hukuki bir mesele olarak kabul edilir.

Bununla birlikte Turkiye, vatandaslik odakl yeni bir anayasa yapacaksa
veya 1982 anayasasini kapsaml bir sekilde degistirecekse, yeni anayasa
bariscil bir toplumsal dizene katkida bulunmalidir. Mevcut Anayasa-
nin 66. maddesinde 'Turk devletine bagh herkes Turk'tir' ifadesinin iki
sorunu mevcuttur: birincisi, devlet Turk devleti degil, Tirkiye Cumhuri-
yetidir; ikincisi, 'Turk' tarafsiz bir tanim degildir, etnik bir kimlik oldugu
icin dislayicidir ve Cumhuriyet'in cesitliligini ortadan kaldiran kapsamli
bir kimlik dayatmak icin devlet ile kimligi birlestirmek amacryla kullan-
lir. Buna cevaben 'Anayasal Vatandaslk' kavrami iki sekilde ¢éziim sun-
maktadir: Birincisi, vatandashgin etnik, dini ve kilttrel parametrelerin
otesinde, toplumun ¢ogulcu yapisini kucaklayan bicimde tanimlanmas;
ve ikincisi, bu yontemde farkliliklarin ortadan kaldirilmas: ¢abast yerine
hukuki bir koruma islevi gérmektedir.

idari Yap1

Son olarak, Turkiye'nin idari yapisiyla ilgili olarak, kisa bir stre yu-
rurlikte kalan 1921 Anayasasi, yerel yonetimlere acik bir destek ver-
mis ve 23 maddesinin 12'sini yerel yénetimlere ayirmistir. Ancak yerel
yetkilendirmeye dayali bu yap: uygulanmadi. Cumhuriyet déneminin
ilk anayasasi olan bir sonraki anayasa, 1924 yilinda merkeziyetcilik
temelli, 6ncekiyle zit bir anlayis uzerine insa edilmistir. Bu temel ilke
daha sonra 1961 ve 1982 Anayasalarina genisletildi. Coskun'a gore
merkeziyetciligin sorunu, sorunlarin tespit edilememesidir; karar
verme ile uygulama arasindaki mesafeyi artirdig: ve yerel hizmetlerin
gereklerini dikkate almadig: icin demokratik yonetime aykiridir. So-
nug olarak, bu durum Turkiye'de ademi merkeziyetci bir yap:1 arayi-
sinin hiz kazanmasina neden olmustur, érnegin 1990'lardan bu yana
anayasa tekliflerinin cogu ademi merkeziyetcilik Gzerine maddeler
icermektedir.

Bununla baglantili olarak Coskun, TBMM'de grubu bulunan 5 siyasi par-
tinin de mevcut merkeziyetci yapidan memnun olmadigina dikkat gekti.
Partilerin programlari, merkezi hikimet ile yerel yonetimler arasindaki
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are two issues that need clarification, first being the matter of scale -
will the main local unit from the centre be provincial or regional? And
the second question, what authority will be handed to the local level
- authoritative, economic, etc.) Secondly, like Article 1 of the French
Constitution, decentralisation can be made a constitutional princi-
ple which would strengthen local governments administratively and
politically while consolidating democracy and offering resolution for
the Kurdish issue. However, an administrative overhaul is difficult to
enact because centralism is ingrained in Turkey’s memory and decen-
tralisation has been overwhelmingly associated with the Kurdish peo-
ple. Therefore, to eliminate suspicions and reduce reaction that this is
wholly a Kurdish desire, this systemic overhaul needs to take place in
the public sphere so that the feelings of those other than the Kurds
are considered. In this case, the European Charter of Local Self-Gov-
ernment can be used as a framework. Additionally, during the consti-
tution-making process it would be beneficial to include provisions that
spread the delegation of power to local governments. If challenges
arise, then efforts should be shifted to secure regulation that would
secure even a fraction of the objective as this would provide potential
for stronger local government reform, while offering short-and-medi-

um term relief.
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iliskinin yeniden diizenlenmesini 6nermektedir. Ornegin AK Parti, Av-
rupa Yerel Yonetimler Ozyonetim Sarti'na gére olusturulan bir yapu ile
demokrasinin derinlestirilmesi gerektigini iddia ediyor; CHP progra-
my, yerel yoneticilere daha etkin olabilmeleri i¢in daha fazla 6zgirlik
saglayan ¢ogulculuk ve katilimci yonetim anlayisinin benimsenmesine
odaklaniyor; HDP demokratik 6zerkligi destekliyor; MHP vatandasla-
rin idari stureclerde yer almasi gerektigini sdylerken, IY1 Parti yerel yo-
netimlerin gerceve kanunla yeni dizenlemelere tabi tutulmasini 6ne-
riyor. 1982 Anayasasi'na gore sekillenen mevcut sisteme dair genis bir
memnuniyetsizlik var. Siyasi aktorler arasinda ademi merkeziyetciligin
tesis edilmesi konusunda mevcut olan fikir birligi géz 6ntne alindi-
ginda, eger anayasa degistirilecekse, Turkiye'nin idari sisteminin de
yeniden yapilandirilmasi gerekmektedir. Turkiye siyasi ve ekonomik
kosullara ancak yetkilerin bir kismini yerel yonetimlere devredilirse
uyum saglayabilir.

Bunun igin iki 6neride bulunulabilir: Birincisi, yerel yonetimlerin halka
actk ve demokratik bir bicimde tartisilmasi. (Bu tartismada agikliga ka-
vusturulmasi gereken iki konu var, birincisi 6l¢cek meselesi: yerel birim
il mi yoksa boélge mi olacak? kinci konu ise yerel diizeye hangi yetkile-
rin verilecegi: idari, ekonomik vb.) ikincisi, ademi merkeziyetgilik Fran-
s1z Anayasasinin 1. Maddesinde oldugu gibi yerel yonetimleri idari ve
siyasi yonden guclendirecek, demokrasiyi pekistirecek ve Kurt soru-
nuna ¢6zum getirecek bir anayasal ilke haline getirilebilir. Ancak, idari
bir revizyonu yasalastirmak zordur ¢inki merkeziyetgilik Ttrkiye'nin
hafizasina yerlesmistir ve ademi merkeziyetcilik cogunlukla Kirt hal-
kiyla iliskilendirilmistir. Bu nedenle, bunun tamamen bir Kurt talebi
oldugu yonundeki sipheleri ortadan kaldirmak ve tepkileri azaltmak
icin, bu sistemsel revizyonun kamusal alanda gerceklesmesi ve Kurt-
ler disindakilerin de duygularinin dikkate alinmas: gerekiyor. Bu du-
rumda, Avrupa Yerel Ozyonetim Sart1 bir gerceve olarak kullanilabilir.
Ayrica, anayasa yapim sirecinde yerel yonetimlere yetki devrini yay-
ginlastiran hikimlere yer verilmesi yararl olacaktir. Zorluklar ortaya
cikarsa, cabalar, hedefin bir kismini bile giivence altina alacak dizen-
lemeyi saglamaya kaydirilmalidir; zira bu, kisa ve orta vadeli rahatlama
sunarken daha gticli yerel yonetim reformuna yonelik bir potansiyel
de hazirlayacaktir.
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Conclusion

To summarise, Coskun stressed that there is no room to resolve the Kurdish
issue with administrative solutions or under the current constitutional or-
der, there should be ‘smart’ politics’; ‘smart politics’ should consider Kurdish
peoples’ demands and act in line with them. Kurds have the willpower to
lead their lives in Turkey, but the nature of coexistence must be fair, just,
and equal. The presentation explored three main elements that need to be
addressed: cultural rights (education in mother tongue), inclusive redefini-
tion of political identity (constitutional citizenship), and reorganisation of
the power structure within a decentralised manner (administrative struc-
ture). Naturally, this does not mean the Kurdish issue is limited to these
three areas. Regarding the constitution-making, and as Levant highlights,
writing one and implementing one is something, so constitutional change
by itself will not provide absolute resolution. Therefore, this gives respon-
sibility to civilian and political actors, they will need to take in the demands
and requests of Kurdish people, continuously make technical preparations,
and to resolve various social issues, liberal texts need to be prepared. Such
efforts will be time consuming, so we should be creative and open to com-
promise; should avoid absolute terms; and meet a co-operative point. Si-
multaneously, actors should consider the multi-faceted mode of work to be
carried out on society that focuses on the diversity while constructing a new
democratic identity for Turkey; one that accepts the pluralism instead of
the exclusionary version that has persisted. For this to take place, civil and
political actors must be diligent and patient in efforts that challenge existing
social and historical factors that underline everything.

Questions and Answers

How do we ensure the process of democratisation will include other eth-
nic groups, such as the non-Muslims groups?

Non-Muslims' experiences of discrimination and anti-democratic practices
should not be restricted to one group of people. Even if some other groups
believe it will not affect them, it will victimise them at some stage. The Kurd-
ish issue is interlinked with the democratisation issue and Turkey cannot re-
solve the democratisation issue without resolving the Kurdish issue. Democ-
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Sonug

Ozetlemek gerekirse Coskun, Kiirt sorununun idari ¢ozamlerle veya mev-
cut anayasal dizenle ¢ozilemeyecegini, 'akilll' siyasetin olmasi gerektigi-
ni vurguladi. '‘Akill siyaset' Kurt halkinin taleplerini dikkate almali ve bu
talepler dogrultusunda hareket etmelidir. Kirtler Ttrkiye'de yasamlarin
surdurecek iradeye sahipler ama bir arada yasamanin dogasi adaletli ve
esit olmalidir. Sunum, ele alinmasi gereken t¢ ana unsuru inceledi: kilt-
rel haklar (anadilde egitim), siyasi kimligin kapsamli bir sekilde yeniden
tanimlanmasi (anayasal vatandaslik) ve ademi merkeziyetci bir tarzda gic
yapisinin yeniden diizenlenmesi (idari yapi). Fakat elbette bu, Kirt mese-
lesinin bu ¢ alanla sinirh oldugu anlamina gelmiyor. Levant'n vurgula-
dig1 gibi, anayasa yapimina gelince, bir anayasa hazirlamak ayri, o anaya-
say1 uygulamak ayri seylerdir, bu nedenle anayasa degisikligi tek basina
mutlak ¢6zim saglamayacaktir. Dolayistyla bu, sivil ve siyasi aktorlere so-
rumluluk ytklayor, Kurt halkinin talep ve isteklerini kayda almak, strekli
teknik hazirhik yapmak ve cesitli toplumsal sorunlar: ¢ézmek igin 6zgir-
lik¢l metinler hazirlamak durumunda kalacaklar. Bu tiir ¢cabalar zaman
alicr olacaktir, bu nedenle yaratici ve uzlasmaya agik olmaliyiz; mutlak
ifadelerden kaginmal ve is birligi yapilabilecek noktalar bulmaliy1z. Ayni
zamanda aktorler, Turkiye icin yeni bir demokratik kimlik insa ederken,
toplum tuzerinde ¢ok yonla ve cesitliligi merkeze alan ¢alismalar yurut-
meye dikkate etmeli; devam eden dislayici versiyon yerine ¢ogulculugu
kabul eden bir kimlik esas alinmalidir. Bunun gerceklesmesi igin sivil ve
siyasi aktorlerin, her seyin altinda bulunan mevcut toplumsal ve tarihsel
faktorlerle micadelelerinde gayretli ve sabirh olmasi gerekir.

Sorular ve Cevaplar

Demokratiklesme stirecinin gayrimtslimler gibi diger etnik gruplart da
icermesini nasil saglayabiliriz?

Gayrimuslimlerin ayrimcilik ve anti-demokratik uygulama deneyimleri
bir grup insanla sinirlandirilmamalidir. Diger bazi gruplar bu uygula-
malarin kendilerini etkilemeyecegine inansalar da bir asamada onlar
magdur edecektir. Kirt sorunu demokratiklesme meselesiyle i¢ icedir
ve Tirkiye Kurt sorununu ¢ozmeden demokratiklesme meselesini ¢o-
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ratisation is not only about recognition of Kurdish right and privileges, but
also about recognition of other groups. In this sense, we must make signif-
icant progress for democratisation, so all sectors of society are included.

Should the transfer of authority to local governments be administra-
tive-only or political too?

The concept of administrative custody affects everybody, thus, if its cur-
rent state is changed, it feels as though it has divided the country. There
are two suggestions for handling this: one, political parties should collec-
tively present what they believe this custody means and how it should be
transformed so they can establish clarity; second, this process should be
undertaken at a provincial level because if a regional method is undertak-
en it may lead to social resistance that arises with it becoming seen as a
prioritisation for the Kurdish issue.

Would adopting a shared tone to strengthening local administrations
and regional structures will trigger a negative reaction?

Some people will certainly argue that this requires a political tone, but
there should be a focus on development and the economy when address-
ing the whole of Turkish society and with regards to Kurds, it may be
useful to concentrate on an autonomous model in which they can govern
themselves. In other words, one needs to adopt a discourse that embraces
everyone and consider political sensitivities. The provincial model would
bring this consensus. Moreover, the sociology of all political parties must
be considered, and all the actors involved should be in proximity in this
political transformation and social and democratic debate.

The changes proposed are very ambitious. For such changes, especially
the change of the definition of citizenship, there is no need for the support
of most political parties, there is also a need the support of most of the
population. Is the Turkish population ready and willing for such changes,
especially considering the current domestic and global dynamics?

These changes are not overly ambitious. Although there is a need to have
the consensus of the majority, there is not a strong opposition that is
against any changes. These issues can be discussed very comfortably
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zemez. Demokratiklesme sadece Kurt hak ve imtiyazlarinin taninmasi
degil, diger gruplarin da taninmasidir. Bu anlamda demokratiklesme igin
onemli mesafe kat etmemiz gerekiyor ki toplumun tim kesimleri bu si-
rece dahil olsun.

Yerel yénetimlere yetki devri sadece idari mi olmali yoksa siyasi de mi
olmali?

Idari vesayet kavrami herkesi etkiliyor, bu haliyle mevcut durum degisir-
se sanki tlke boluntrmuis gibi bir alg! olusuyor. Bunu ele almak icin iki
oneri var: Birincisi, siyasi partiler bir netlik olusturmak icin toplu olarak
bu vesayetin ne anlama geldigine inandiklarin ve nasil déntsturilmesi
gerektigini anlatmaly; ikincisi, bu siireg il dizeyinde yturutilmelidir ¢cin-
ki bolgesel bir yonteme gecilirse bu, Kurt meselesinin bir éncelik ola-
rak gorildaginin diustinilmesine ve buna bagh toplumsal direnise yol
acabilir.

Yerel yénetimlerin ve bolgesel yapilarin gtiglendirilmesi konusunda or-
tak bir tavir benimsenmesi olumsuz bir tepkiyi tetikler mi?

Birileri mutlaka bunun politik bir Uslup gerektirdigini sdyleyecektir ama
Tarkiye toplumunun tamamina hitap ederken kalkinma ve ekonomiye

odaklanmak gerekecektir; Kirtler s6z konusu oldugunda kendilerini yone-
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and can be accepted very easily with an appropriate tone and an ap-
propriate preparatory period if we have an environment at hand that is
conducive to that. The Turkish population must take responsibility for
establishing the mechanisms to achieve these changes.

Would a large Arabic population pose a challenge to changing the Con-
stitution regarding the right to education in a mother tongue, in other
words would they be part of a political consensus?

The mother tongue is one of the most controversial issues in Turkey.
There have been two surveys which suggest that most of the population
do not oppose the instruction in the mother tongue. The issue of educa-
tion being delivered in one’s mother tongue is not limited to the Kurds
but is important to many sections of Turkish society, including Arabs. In
response to the second question on the political consensus, the refugee
crisis is one of the most important political debates now and there will be
heated discussion on that, but the refugee crisis will be addressed from
the perspective of the mother tongue. The problem is whether or not they
are returning back to their country.

Would changes to the Constitution on the issues of mother tongue and
the citizenship and administrative structures will be accepted by Turkish
people?

This was trialled during the solution process, just like the Wise People
Committee tried to do. It is a reality of this country, it was one of the big-
gest hurdles ahead of democracy. It is the very reason why this country
gets farther away from democracy.

What is the dilemma on the issue of arms?

Some believe that rather than a new constitution, there should be a fa-
cilitative name for the process such as ‘democratisation programme,
‘democratisation movement, etc. Such preference will bring the debate to
that dilemma. The discussion about Constitution and disarmament may
go together. Arms must be put aside so that there is a clear path for dis-
cussing the democratisation process. Even the topics that receive reac-
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tebilecekleri ¢zerk bir model Gizerinde yogunlasmak faydali olabilir. Yani
herkesi kucaklayan, siyasi hassasiyetleri gozeten bir sdylem benimsemek
gerekiyor. Il modeli bu mutabakati getirecektir. Ayrica, tim siyasi partilerin
sosyolojisi dikkate alinmali ve bu siyasi dontsimde, toplumsal ve demokra-
tik tartismada ilgili tim aktorler belli bir yakinlk icinde olmalidir.

Onerilen degisiklikler ¢ok iddiali. Bu tur degisiklikler icin, &zellikle
vatandashk taniminin degistirilmesi icin, cogu siyasi partinin destegine
gerek yoktur, ama nifusun ¢ojunlugunun destegine de ihtiya¢ vardir.
Ozellikle mevcut yerel ve kiiresel dinamikler géz éniine ahindiginda, Tark
niifusu bu tiur degisikliklere hazir ve istekli mi?

Bu degisiklikler asir1 iddiali degil. Cogunlugun mutabakatina ihtiyac
duyulsa da, herhangi bir degisiklige kars: glcli bir muhalefet yok. Bu
konular cok rahat tartisilabilir ve uygun bir tslupla, uygun bir hazirhik
sureciyle, eger buna elverisli bir ortam varsa, ¢cok kolay kabul edilebilir.
Turkiye halki, bu degisimleri saglayacak mekanizmalarin olusturulmasi
sorumlulugunu ustlenmelidir.

Btiytik bir Arap ntifusu, anadilde egitim hakkiyla ilgili Anayasa'min degistiril-
mesine karst bir engel mi, yani siyasi bir mutabakatin parcast m: olacak?
Anadil, Tarkiye'de en cok tartisilan konulardan biridir. Nifusun ¢ogu-
nun anadilde egitime kars: ¢cikmadigini gésteren iki arastirma yapilmis-
tir. Anadilde egitim konusu sadece Kirtler icin degil, Araplar da dahil
olmak tizere Turk toplumunun bircok kesimi icin énemlidir. Siyasi uz-
las1 konusundaki ikinci soruya cevaben, miilteci krizi su anda en 6énem-
li siyasi tartismalardan biri ve bu konuda hararetli tartismalar olacak,
ancak multeci krizi anadil perspektifinden ele alinmayacak. Asil mesele
multecilerin ilkelerine geri donip dénmeyecekleridir.

Anadil, vatandaslik ve idari yapilar konularinda Anayasa'da yapilacak
degisiklikler Tiirkiye halki tarafindan kabul edilecek mi?

Akil Insanlar Heyeti'nin yapmaya calistig: gibi bu da ¢éziim stirecinde de-
nendi. Bu ulkenin bir gergegi, demokrasinin énindeki en buyuk engel-
lerden biriydi. Ulkenin demokrasiden uzaklasmasinin nedeni de budur.
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tion these days would be easily discussed in more depth if arms were put

aside and political actors should take this responsibility. It is not about
making a new Constitution; they should make sure these arms no longer
are on our agenda, so that the social pressure is released. Arms do not
help Turks and Kurds, it makes the issues more complicated - its costly
for everyone, especially for Kurdish people. The whole of society, but
starting with Kurds, should present a strong position against arms.

400+ NGOs made a statement calling for the end for armed conflict but
the political party in power does not want this to be a part of their agen-
da; they are saying that the state should put arms aside. It has not helped
for 40 years and will not help in the future.

DISCUSSION SESSIONS

The Role of Constitution Making
in Peace Process

Participants discussed that certain regulations were introduced be-
tween 2000 and 2013 to address the Kurdish Question but some of
these regulations were not implemented in practice because parties
held different agendas thus the opportunity to resolve many issues was
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Silahlar konusundaki ikilem nedir?

Kimileri, yeni bir anayasa yerine siirece 'demokratiklesme programi,
‘demokratiklesme hareketi' gibi kolaylastiric1 bir ad verilmesi gerektigi-
ne inaniyor. Boyle bir tercih, tartismay1 bu ikileme getirir. Anayasa ve
silahsizlanma hakkindaki tartismalar birlikte ytratulebilir. Demokratik-
lesme sirecini tartismak icin net bir yol olmasi adina silahlar bir kenara
birakilmalidir. Bugiinlerde tepki ¢eken konular bile silahlar bir kenara
birakilsa ve siyasi aktorler bu sorumlulugu tstlense daha derinlemesine
tartisilabilir. Mesele yeni bir Anayasa yapmak degil; bu silahlarin artik
giindemimizden ¢itkmasini saglamalilar ki bu konudaki toplumsal baski
ortadan kalksin. Silahlar Turklere ve Kirtlere yardimcei olmuyor, mesele-
leri daha da karmasik hale getiriyor; herkes icin, ¢zellikle de Kirtler icin
bir maliyetleri var. Basta Kurtler olmak Gizere toplumun tamamu silahla-
ra karsi guicld bir durus sergilemelidir.

400'den fazla STK, silahli catismaya son verilmesi cagrisinda bulunan
bir aciklama yapt1 ancak iktidardaki siyasi parti bunu giindemine almak
istemiyor; devlet silahlar: bir kenara biraksin diyorlar. Silahlar 40 yildir
bir ise yaramadi, gelecekte de yaramayacak.

TARTISMA OTURUMU

Baris Surecinde
Anayasa Yapiminin Rolu

2000-2013 yillar arasinda Kirt sorununa yonelik bazi dizenlemelerin
yapildigi, ancak bu diizenlemelerin bir kisminin partilerin farkl gindem-
ler olusturmasi nedeniyle uygulamada hayata gecirilmedigi ve bu ne-
denle birgok sorunu ¢6zme firsatinin kacirildig1 katihimcilar tarafindan
tartisildi. AK Parti'nin 2007'de Anayasa'y1 degistirme girisimi samimiydi
ama fikir rafa kaldirildi. Mevcut ortami yumusatmak ve yeni anayasa
hazirhiklarini tartismaya baslamak icin kismi anayasa degisikligi gibi
daha kolaylastirici kavramlar bulmakta fayda var. Ayrica ¢6zim siirecini
baslatabilmek icin gergekci bir yaklasimin benimsenmesi ve farkli bek-
lentilerin dikkate alinmasi gerekmektedir. Ornegin bir taraf, Kurtlerin
haklarinin taninmast icin anayasa degisikligi talep ediliyorsa silahlarin
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missed. The attempt by the AK Party to change the Constitution in 2007
was sincere but the idea has been put away. In order to soften the cur-
rent climate and start discussing the preparation of a new constitution,
it would be useful to find more facilitative concepts such as a partial
constitutional amendment. Furthermore, a realistic approach needs to
be adopted and different expectations should be considered to start a
resolution process. For instance, one party may say the arms must be
put down if constitutional changes to recognise the rights of Kurds are
demanded. However, another party might say if they had not had the
guns, the resolution process would not have started thus this could be
a vicious circle.

The progressive discussion carried out from 2003 to 2010 was also re-
ferred to by one of the participants. It was explained that during this
period the political dynamics were twofold: international and national.
After 2016, the new governmental alliance constitutes the most impor-
tant domestic dynamic and as for external dynamics, there is ongoing
polarisation and a rising authoritarian streak against Western mentali-
ty. These two developments have been defining roles in all the incidents
Turkey has experienced and it has brought us to a regressive position.
This should not block a resolution and there are people within the ruling
AK Party who want to contribute to a resolution. There is also a need to
discuss with members of opposing political parties to persuade them to
see the possibility of peace. There are people that are not content with
the AK Party and also those outside it with no influence on the party’s
politics, but these people experienced introduced the original reforms.

Peacebuilding through Local Governance

The participants highlighted that the right to elect and to be elected is
the basic principle of democracy. They referred to the negative impacts
of government’s appointments of administrators to the local municipali-
ties (state appointed trustees) in Kurdish provinces and the importance
of local governance in this context. It was discussed that replacing
whole municipal assemblies in Kurdish provinces is in a way saying to
Kurds that they do not know how to elect, and it is the denial of the
right to elect their administrators. Article 127/4 of the Constitution was
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birakilmasi gerektigini soyleyebilir. Ancak karsi taraf silahlar olmasayd:

¢6zum sireci baslamazdi diyebilir ve bu bir kisir dongliye dénusebilir.

2003'ten 2010'a kadar yurutilen asamal tartismaya katilimcilardan biri
degindi. Bu donemde siyasi dinamiklerin uluslararas: ve ulusal olmak
Uzere iki yonld oldugu agiklandi. 2016 sonrasi yeni iktidar ittifaki en
onemli i¢ dinamigi olustururken, dis dinamiklerde ise Bati zihniyetine
kars1 kutuplasma ve yiikselen otoriter ¢izgi devam ediyor. Bu iki gelisme,
Turkiye'nin yasadig: tim olaylarda belirleyici roller Gistlendi ve bizi gerici
bir konuma getirdi. Bunlar ¢6ziime engel olmamali; iktidardaki AK Parti
icinde ¢oziime katkida bulunmak isteyenler var. Sirece muhalif olan si-
yasi partilerin tiyeleriyle onlar1 baris olasiligini gormeye ikna etmek icin
gorusmeye de ihtiyag var. AK Parti'den memnun olmayanlar da var, AK
Parti disindan da parti siyasetine etki etmeyenler var ama bu kisiler ilk
reformlar: gerceklestirdi.

Yerel Yénetisim Yoluyla Baris insas

Katilimcilar segme ve secilme hakkinin demokrasinin temel ilkesi oldu-
gunu vurguladilar. Kirt illerinde hukumetin yerel belediyelere kayyum
atamalarinin olumsuz etkilerine ve bu baglamda yerel yonetisimin 6ne-
mine degindiler. Kirt illerinde belediye meclislerinin tamaminin degis-
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given as an example, according to which the Minister of Interior may
decide to prohibit the elected mayor temporarily if there is an investi-
gation and prohibition against them. In this case someone from the city
administration would be selected. Generally, it is the governor or dep-
uty governor who are assigned to the post as trustees. This provision
has been in place since 1982 but it has not been implemented in such
a flerce manner as it was since 2016. This means that the Minister of
Interior can prohibit the elected official. This is not temporary in prac-
tice, but has been ongoing since 2016. The question, therefore, should
be how to formulate this Article in the Constitution and how to limit the
misuse of power if a mayor is charged with a crime such as corruption
or those related to terrorism. This should not be left in the hand of the
Minister of Interior; it should be resolved by the judiciary speedily and
fairly.

Various types of local governance models were recommended during
the discussion such as provincial localisation, development agency-fo-
cussed localisation based on seven regions of Turkey or granting differ-
ent administrative position to certain provinces. Proceeding based on
such models rather than based on certain terms and conditions would
facilitate this process. It was noted that the local administration model
proposed by the AK Party in 2004 was a good starting point and was

one of the best instruments they introduced; unfortunately, it was re-
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tirilmesinin Kurtlere se¢meyi bilmediklerini séylemek ve yoneticilerini
secme haklarini gasp etmek oldugu tartisildi. Anayasa'nin 127/4 mad-
desi érnek olarak verildi; buna gore icisleri Bakani, segilen belediye
baskan: hakkinda sorusturma ve yasaklama olmas: halinde gecici olarak
gorevden uzaklastirma karar: alabilir. Bu durumda sehir yonetiminden
birinin secilmesi gerekir. Genellikle kayyum olarak goreve atananlar vali
veya vali yardimcisidir. Bu hikiim 1982'den beri var ama 2016'dan beri
oldugu kadar sert bir sekilde uygulanmiyordu. Bu, Igisleri Bakaninin
secilmis gorevlileri gorevden men edebilecegi anlamina geliyor. Bu, uy-
gulama gecici degil; 2016'dan beri devam ediyor. Bu nedenle soru, bu
maddenin Anayasa'da nasil formile edilecegi ve bir belediye baskaninin
yolsuzluk veya terorle ilgili bir sucla itham edilmesi durumunda yetki-
nin kétiye kullanilmasinin nasil sinirlandirilacagr olmalidir. Bu mesele
Icisleri Bakani'na birakilmamali; yarg: tarafindan hizli ve adil bir sekilde
¢ozulmelidir.

Tartisma sirasinda, il yerellestirmesi, Turkiye'nin yedi bolgesini temel alan
kalkinma ajansi odakh yerellestirme veya belirli illere farkli idari konum
verilmesi gibi cesitli yerel yonetisim modelleri énerildi. Belirli sartlara
gore degil, bu modellere gore hareket etmek bu streci kolaylastiracaktir.
AK Parti'nin 2004 yilinda énerdigi yerel yénetim modelinin iyi bir baslan-
gic noktasi oldugu ve ortaya koyduklar: en iyi araclardan biri oldugu kay-
dedildi; maalesef bu model AK Parti tarafindan reddedildi. Diger yerel yo-
netisim érnekleri, il veya bolge meclislerinin kurulmasini icermektedir. Bu
meclislerin sahip olduklari yetki, vergilendirmeyi belirlemelerini, isbirlikci
bir yaklasim benimsemelerini, idarelerle ortak projeler gelistirmelerini ve
kendilerini temsil eden bir bayraga sahip olmalarini mimkin kilabilecek-
tir. Merkezi hitkiimet ile yerel meclisler arasinda siyasi ve idari simirlar
cizilmeli, siyasi yetkiler yerel meclislere devredilmelidir. Kurt sorununa
farkli bir yaklasim benimsenmesinin 6nemi de tartisildi. Toplumun ilerle-
mesi ve ¢6zUm Uretmesi icin gegmise ve Turk tarihini tarimlayan tartis-
mal konulara dair tartismalar yapilmaldir.

Vatandaslik ve Baris Yapimi

Katilimeilar 1924, 1961 ve 1982 Turkiye Anayasalarindaki vatandaslik ta-
nimlarini zaman icinde ilerleyen dogalar: acisindan karsilastirmiglardir.
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jected by AK Party. Other examples of local governance included the
establishment of provincial or regional parliaments. The extent of pow-
er that these parliaments hold could allow them to determine taxation,
adopt a co-operative approach and develop mutual projects with ad-
ministrations or have a flag representing themselves. Political bounda-
ries and administrative boundaries should be drawn between the cen-
tral government and local parliaments, delegating political powers to
local parliaments. It was also discussed that it is important to adopt a
different approach to the Kurdish issue. There should be discussions
about the past and about controversial issues that have defined Turkish
history to allow society to move on and form a solution.

Citizenship and Peace-making

Participants compared the definition of citizenship under the 1924, 1961
and 1982 Constitution of Turkey in terms of their progressive nature. One
of the participants argued that 1961 Constitution was more advanced in
this regard, but another participant said 1924 Constitution was more le-
nient comparing to the 1961 and the 1982 Constitution. Although there
were differences between them, the ideology and mentality behind all
these constitutions was the same. The example in Switzerland where
Swiss nationalism has emerged from constitutional citizenship was re-
ferred and it was emphasised that putting forward constitutional citizen-
ship based on this model would have a neutralising effect.

Participants talked about the draft constitutions prepared in 2001 and
2007 in which it was proposed that everyone who feels close to the Re-
public may be regarded as a citizen. It also stated that the Turkish nation
is composed of Turkish citizens and everyone who has the citizen connec-
tion is a Turkish citizen. It was emphasised that the word “Turkish” in the
Constitution does not embrace everyone and there are various provisions
under the current constitution which actually contain “Turkish” in ethnic
terms such as Article 134 of the Constitution which is about Turkish lan-
guage. It was discussed that being “Turkish” in the Constitution has two
dimensions: ethnicity and rejection of other identities. In other words,
everyone may benefit from the rights and privileges if they preserve their
Turkish identity as the precondition to being a citizen.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

Katilimcilardan biri 1961 Anayasasinin bu konuda daha ileri dizeyde

oldugunu savunurken, bir baska katilimci 1924 Anayasasinin 1961 ve
1982 Anayasasina gore daha yumusak oldugunu belirtmistir. Arala-
rinda farkhliklar olsa da bitin bu anayasalarin ideolojisi ve zihniyeti
ayniydi. Isvigre milliyetciliginin anayasal vatandashktan c¢iktigr Isvigre
ornegine deginilmis ve bu model Gizerinden anayasal vatandasligin éne
surtlmesinin notralize edici bir etkiye sahip olacag: vurgulanmistir.

2001 ve 2007 yillarinda hazirlanan ve kendini Cumhuriyet'e yakin his-
seden herkesin vatandas kabul edilebileceginin teklif edildigi anayasa
taslaklar: katiimeilar tarafindan konusuldu. Ayrica Turk milletinin Tark
vatandaslarindan olustugu ve vatandaslik bag: bulunan herkesin Tirk
vatandasi oldugu belirtildi. Anayasa'daki “Tirk” kelimesinin herkesi kap-
samadigl vurgulandi, mevcut anayasada Turkge ile ilgili 134. madde gibi
etnik anlamda “Turk” ifadesini iceren cesitli hikiimler bulundugu vurgu-
lanmustir. Anayasa'da “Tirk” olmanin etnisite ve diger kimliklerin reddi
olmak uizere iki boyutu oldugu tartisildi. Diger bir deyisle, vatandas ol-
manin 6n sart1 olan Turk kimligini muhafaza etmesi halinde herkes hak
ve imtiyazlardan yararlanabilecektir.
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It was added that Citizenship under 1921 Constitution was a concept
which was debated hugely, and it provides powerful lessons. The concept
of “Turks” was discussed to refer to the concept of being from Turkey’
at the time. Today, people are regarded as “Turks” or “Turkish,” which
sounds softer, but beneath there is reference made to non-Muslims and
there is a tendency to accept non-Muslims as “Turks.” If there is a will-
power to make amendments to the Constitution, then the new form of
the constitution will prevent misuse of these provisions and may be com-
plemented with additional provisions. This singular identity has always
been on the forefront in all areas as illustrated in the following names of
institutions: Turkish Society of Physicians, Turkish Language Institution
or Turkish History Institution, etc.
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1921 Anayasasi'ndaki vatandashgin ¢ok tartisilan bir kavram oldugu ve
bu tanimdan ¢nemli dersler ¢ikarildigina deginildi. O dénemde Turkiye-
lilik kavramini anlayabilmek icin “Tirk” kavrami tartisildi. Ginimuizde
insanlara “Turk” ya da daha ilhiml bir bicimde “Turkiyeli” deniliyor fakat
esasen ikinci kullanimda gayrimuslimlere atifta bulunan bir hava var ve
gayrimuslimleri “Turkiyeli” olarak kabul etme egilimi mevcut. Anayasada
degisiklik yapmaya yonelik bir irade varsa, o zaman anayasanin yeni
sekli bu hikimlerin kétiye kullanilmasini engelleyecek ve ek hitkkiimler-
le tamamlanabilecektir. Bu tekil kimlik, Ttrk Tabipler Cemiyeti, Turk Dil
Kurumu veya Turk Tarih Kurumu vb. kurum adlarinda da goruldagu gibi
her alanda her zaman 6n planda olmustur.

i
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Confidence-Building Steps in
Constitution-Making Processes

Dr Zeynep Ardig, a member of the faculty of law at Medeniyet University,
began her presentation by emphasising how the methods that will be
pursued, the actors that will be involved in the drafting and the stake-
holders in the process will all have a huge impact on the constitutions’
content. Therefore, the process itself is highly important. These factors
will not only have an impact on the constitution-making processes but
also on development, democratisation and on certain approaches in
these areas such as being participatory, having transparency and being
from the bottom. Ardi¢ followed this by saying that the future constitu-
tion should be formed by a democratic, pluralist, and civilian-led con-
stitution making process. For this to become possible, there must be
an appropriate method where there are discussions about what kind of
confidence-building steps can be taken and what kind of an environment
needs to be established.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

Anayasa Yapim Sureclerinde
Guven Olusturan Adimlar

Medeniyet Universitesi Hukuk Fakiltesi Ogretim Uyesi Dr. Zeynep Ar-
dig, sunumuna izlenecek yontemlerin, tasarinin hazirlanmasinda yer
alacak aktorlerin ve sirecteki paydaslarin anayasalarin icerigini nasil
derinden etkileyeceginin altini ¢izerek basladi. Bu nedenle, siirecin ken-
disi son derece 6nemlidir. Bu faktorler sadece anayasa yapim sireclerini
degil, kalkinmayi, demokratiklesmeyi ve bu alanlardaki katilimcilik, sef-
faflik ve tabandan olma gibi belirli yaklasimlar: da etkileyecektir. Ardi¢
sozlerine, gelecegin anayasasinin demokratik, ¢cogulcu ve sivillerin 6n-
culigunde bir hazirlik strecinden ge¢mesi gerektigini sdyleyerek devam
etti. Bunun olabilmesi icin ne tur giiven artiric1 adimlarin atilabilecegi ve
nasil bir ortamin olusturulmasi gerektiginin tartisildig1 uygun bir yonte-
min secilmesi gerekir.

1970'lere kadar teknokratik anayasalar genis ¢apta kabul gériyordu. Bu
yontemde anayasanin hazirlanmasi icin bazi akademisyenlere bir taslak
olusturmak ve anayasa hazirlamak gorevi veriliyordu. Ancak bu yéntem
artik tercih edilmiyor ctinki bir anayasanin toplumun ihtiyaclarina ce-
vap verebilmesi icin toplumun sirece dahil olmas: gerekir. Dolayisiyla
toplumun katilimini saglamak da ¢nemlidir. Bu sadece muhalefet ile ikti-
dar partisi arasindaki bir mesele degildir; uzmanlar ve azinlk temsilcile-
ri, sivil toplum kuruluslari ve diger paydaslar da siirece dahil edilmelidir.
Katilim tek basina yeterli degildir; ilgili kisiler icin alakal ve anlaml bir
katihm olmasi gerekir. Bu nedenle, anayasa yapiminin tasarlama, plan-
lama, karar alma, taslak hazirlama ve uygulama asamalar: gibi tim farkl
adimlar igin hem kanun koyucular hem de ilgili tim paydaslar dahil
edilmeli ve anayasa yapim sirecine etki etmelidir. Ancak o zaman tam
anlamiyla katihlmdan bahsetmek mumkindir. Elbette anayasa yapim
surecleri oldukga karmasik, dolayisiyla burada da uzmanlara ihtiyag var;
ornegin, benzer anayasa yapma sureclerinden gecen tilkelerin deneyim-
lerine ve Turkiye'de daha 6nce anayasa degisikligi yapma girisimlerine
bakmak faydali olabilir. Bu stireclerin bir sonucunun olmamasi bir kayip
olarak gorilmemeli ¢inkll daha énceki basarisizliklardan ders alabiliriz.
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Until the 1970s, technocratic constitutions were widely accepted. So, for
this, certain academics would be delegated to prepare a draft and deliv-
er a constitution. Yet, this method is not appreciated anymore because
for a constitution to address the needs of society, society should be in-
volved. Therefore, ensuring societies involvement is important as well. It
is not only an issue between the opposition and the ruling party; experts
and minority representatives, civil society organisations (CSOs) and oth-
er stakeholders should also be involved. Involvement alone is not good
enough; it needs to be relevant and meaningful to those who are involved.
Thus, for all the different steps of the constitution-making from design-
ing, planning, decision-making, drafting and implementing, both the law-
makers and all the relevant stakeholders should be involved and have an
impact on the constitution-making process. Only then it is possible to talk
about full participation and involvement. Of course, constitution-making
processes are quite complicated, so, there is also a need for experts here;
for example, to look at the experiences of those countries that have gone
through similar constitution-making processes as well previous attempts
to make constitutional changes in Turkey. The fact that these processes
did not have an outcome should not be considered a loss because we can
learn from previous failures. The constitution-making process is a kind
of effort that must utilise every type of experience from all the relevant
stakeholders, CSOs, political parties, bar associations, the public itself
and minority groups.

Ardic continued by stating that every country has its own dynamics in
this process that vary. So even though examples of other countries are
important, the preparatory process is also important. For this, there is
a need to, for example, analyse the public to see what kind of constitu-
tion is expected from society. There is a need to make time to evaluate
society’s needs, expectations, and requirements, before the start of the
constitution-making process. Only in this way, the result is going to be
well received by society.

Another point that is important in constitution-making or peacebuilding
processes is the matter of ‘over-promising, which means promising more
than you can achieve. It is important to be realistic. The constitution-mak-
ing process has to be conveyed to the public in a realistic way, not ‘it is im-
portant to make a new constitution and it will solve all the problems’. The
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Anayasa yapim sureci ilgili tim paydaslarin, STK'larin, siyasi partilerin,
barolarin, halkin ve azinlik gruplarinin her turli deneyiminden yararla-
nilmasi gereken bir siregtir.

Ardig, daima degiskenlik gosteren bu strecte her tlkenin kendine has
dinamikleri oldugunu belirterek sdzlerine devam etti. O ytizden diger
tlke érnekleri 6nemli olsa da hazirlik stireci de énemli. Bunun igin érne-
gin toplumun nasil bir anayasa bekledigini gormek icin kamuoyunu ana-
liz etmek gerekiyor. Anayasa yapim sureci baslamadan énce toplumun
ihtiyac, beklenti ve gereksinimlerini degerlendirmek icin belli bir zaman
ayirmaya ihtiyac vardir. Ancak bu sekilde sonug toplum tarafindan iyi
karsilanacaktir.

Anayasa yapma ya da baris insasi sureclerinde énemli olan bir diger
nokta da 'fazla s6z verme' yani elde edebileceginden daha fazlasini vaat
etme meselesidir. Gercekci olmak 6nemlidir. Anayasa yapim siireci, 'yeni
bir anayasa yapmak 6nemlidir ve yeni anayasa tim sorunlar: ¢ozecektir'
seklinde degil, gercekgi bir sekilde halka aktarilmalidir. Siire¢ ¢ok zorlu
olacaktir, bu nedenle zorluklar: anlamak ve halki buna goére hazirlamak
hayati 6nem tastyor. Turkiye gibi ¢ok kulturld, ¢ok dinli, anayasal yurt-
tashk, anadil gibi meselelerin oldugu bir tulkede bunlari uzun uzadiya
tartismak, hassasiyetleri anlamak ve zorluklara hazirlikli olmak gerekir.
Ayni zamanda insanlarin uzlasmaya hazir olmasi gerekir.

Toplumun anayasa yapim sireclerine dahil oldugu Giney Afrika, Kenya
ve Uganda'da farkli yontemler kullanildi, anayasa yapimi ¢cok karmasik
bir streg¢ oldugu icin toplum, egitim kurslar: araciligryla asamali olarak
surece dahil edildi. Diger 6rneklere bakmak 6nemlidir. Ancak elbette bu-
nun yan sira Turkiye'nin kendine has karakterinin de anlasilmasi gere-
kiyor. Daha 6nce de belirtildigi gibi katilimci, anlaml bir stire¢ olmas: ge-
rekir, dolayisiyla seffaf olmasi da faydali olabilir. Uluslararasi hukukun
anayasa yapimi icin dayattigl herhangi bir yéntem yoktur, ancak ulus-
lararas: camiada kabul edilmis ilkeler vardir. Birlesmis Milletler (BM),
anayasalar "ulusal olarak sahiplenildiginde ve yonetildiginde, kapsayici,
katilimci ve seffaf oldugunda, gecerli uluslararasi normlara, standartlara
ve iyi uygulamalara dayali oldugunda ve s6z konusu ulkenin baglamina
uyarlandiginda basarili olma olasiliklarinin daha ytksek" oldugunu ka-
bul eder. Bunlar, Tirkiye'nin anayasa yapim strecinde benimsemesi ve
izlemesi gereken ilkelerden bazilaridir.
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process will be very challenging, so it is vital to understand the challeng-
es and prepare the public accordingly. In a multicultural, multireligious
country like Turkey, with issues related to constitutional citizenship, the
mother-tongue, there is a need to discuss these at length, understand the
sensitivities and be prepared for challenges. People need to prepared to
compromise.

Different methods were used in South Africa, Kenya, and Uganda where
the society had been involved in the constitution-making processes,
gradually becoming involved through training courses because constitu-
tion-making is a very complicated process. Other examples are impor-
tant to look at. Yet, of course, in addition to this, there must be an un-
derstanding of Turkey’s unique character. As it was mentioned before, it
should be a participatory, meaningful process, so, it can also be trans-
parent. There are no methods that international law imposes for con-
stitution-making, but there are principles adopted in the international
community. The United Nations (UN) recognises that constitutions are
“more likely to be successful when nationally owned and led, inclusive,
participatory and transparent, based on applicable international norms,
standards and good practices, and tailored to the specific country con-
text.” These are some of the principles Turkey should adopt and follow
during the constitution-making process.

She moved onto the point that constitution is the most basic and fun-
damental law that society embraces. Turkey is not a monolithic society.
Therefore, there should be a constitution that all minorities and other
identities can embrace. This requires preliminary preparations, and the
country’s political and socio-economic situation should also be analysed
because sometimes people are trying to come up with solutions when
they are on the way, which usually fails. This may bring certain takeaways
and it may teach certain lessons, but not necessarily success. That is why
we need to be rigorous and meticulous.

What is meant by the term civil society? There may be certain groups or
financially strong CSOs involved, but does it really mean that they repre-
sent all the segments of civil society? Smaller or local non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), and grassroots organisations must be involved to
ensure full and meaningful participation. Moreover, to achieve meaning-
ful participation, there are different methods: the constituent assembly

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

Anayasa, toplumun benimsedigi en temel ve esas yasadir. Turkiye ho-

mojen bir toplum degildir. Dolayisiyla tim azinliklarin ve diger kimlikle-
rin sahiplenebilecegi bir anayasa yapilmalidir. Bu da bir 6n hazirlik ge-
rektirir; bu siirecte tlkenin siyasi ve sosyo-ekonomik durumu da analiz
edilmelidir cunki bazen halihazirda yola koyulmusken ¢ézum tretilme-
ye calisilir ki bu genellikle basarisizlikla sonuclanir. Bu tir ¢abalardan
belirli dersler cikarilabilir, ancak basar: elde edilecegi saibelidir. Bu yiz-
den titiz ve dikkatli olmamz gerekir.

Sivil toplum kavram ile ne kastedilmektedir? Belirli gruplar veya mali
acidan gucli STK 1ar siirece dahil olabilir, ancak bu gercekten sivil toplu-
mun tim kesimlerini temsil ettikleri anlamina mi geliyor? Tam ve anlaml
katihmi saglamak i¢in daha kictk veya yerel sivil toplum kuruluslar: ve
taban orgutleri de dahil edilmelidir. Anlaml katilimi saglamaya yone-
lik gesitli yontemler vardir: kurucu meclisin halk tarafindan secilmesi,
halkla tartisma ve soylesiler yapilmasi, egitim kurslari ve basin kampan-
yalar1. Bunlar, hangilerinin s6z konusu siirece uyacagina karar verilerek
stirecte kullanilabilir. Ornegin Uganda ve Ruanda, anayasa yapim siireci
baslamadan 6nce iki y1l boyunca vatandaslara anayasanin ne oldugu ve
nasil yapilacag: konusunda kurslar, egitimler verdi. Boylece vatandaslar
ihtiyaclarin ifade etmeye hazir hale geldiler ve neticede oldukga teknik
bir faaliyete katilmalar: mimkin oldu.
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being elected by the public, holding discussions and conversations with
the public, training courses, media campaigns and campaigns on the
press. These can be utilised in the process by deciding which ones fit
the specific process. For example, Uganda and Ruanda provided courses,
trainings to civilians for two years before the constitution-making pro-
cess on what a constitution is and how to make it before the drafting pro-
cess began. In this way, civilians were ready to convey what they needed,
allowing them to participate in a rather technical field.

In Turkey and other countries where some disadvantaged groups exist,
there must be extra steps taken to ensure those groups are involved and
supported in this process without discrimination. For this, in some coun-
tries, quotas are implemented such as ensuring 25 percent of the people
in the process are women. This can be a method to follow for disadvan-
taged groups. Finally, before moving on to the potential risks, it is impor-
tant to consider the political climate in Turkey. For issues to be discussed
in a fair manner and for a democratic environment to be established, the
political environment must be conducive. Judiciary proceedings, for ex-
ample, should not be used as a tool to punish the opponents of the ruling
party. In an environment like that, there cannot be a meaningful partic-
ipatory process. One thing to take under consideration in the constitu-
tion-making processes in countries as polarised as Turkey, these process-
es have historically contributed to peacebuilding across the world. The
more time the process takes, the better impact it has on peacebuilding.

Ardic then moved on to explore the risks involved in constitution-making
processes. She started her answer by mentioning the sceptical groups.
These groups, for example, are sceptical about public participation be-
cause they argue that individuals are focussed on their own needs or in-
terests. Individuals can be under the influence of certain political groups
and circles, whereas in ethnically divided societies, this is quite relevant.
Regarding that, it should be ensured that these processes are not under
the influence of or dominated by any actor or political group. A safe en-
vironment should be established, for this, a democratic ground should
be established. Freedom of expression and freedom of the press should
prevail in this environment and for this, there needs to be a political will.
Right now, in Turkey, there is a problem with these democratic principles,
and to expect that the processes will proceed in a healthy manner in
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Turkiye'de ve kimi dezavantajli gruplarin bulundugu diger tlkelerde, bu
gruplarin ayrim gozetmeksizin bu strece dahil edilmesi ve desteklenme-
siicin fazladan tedbirler alinmalidir. Bunun icin bazi tilkelerde sirecteki
kisilerin ylizde 25'inin kadin olmas: gibi kotalar uygulaniyor. Bu, deza-
vantajli gruplar icin izlenecek bir yéntem olabilir. Son olarak, potansiyel
riskler konusuna ge¢meden once, Turkiye'deki siyasi iklimi goz éninde
bulundurmak énemlidir. Konularin adil bir sekilde tartisilabilmesi ve de-
mokratik bir ortamin tesis edilebilmesi icin siyasi ortamin uygun olmasi
gerekir. Ornegin yarg), iktidar partisinin muhalifleri cezalandirmak icin
kullandig1 bir arac olmamalidir. Béyle bir ortamda anlamli bir katilimci
sure¢ olamaz. Turkiye gibi kutuplasmis tlkelerde anayasa yapim streg-
lerinde dikkate alinmasi gereken bir husus, bu stireclerin tarihsel olarak
dinya capinda barisin insasina katkida bulundugudur. Streg ne kadar
uzun surerse, baris insasi tzerindeki etkisi o kadar iyi olur.

Ardi¢ daha sonra anayasa yapim sureclerindeki riskleri ele aldi. Bu ko-
nuda sipheci gruplardan bahsederek sézlerine basladi. Bu gruplar, bi-
reylerin kendi ihtiyaclarina veya cikarlarina odaklandigini iddia ettikleri
icin halkin katilimi1 konusunda stiphecidirler. Bireyler belirli siyasi grup-
larin ve cevrelerin etkisi altinda olabilir; 6zellikle etnik olarak bélinmus
toplumlarda bu oldukg¢a ¢nemlidir. Bu hususta, bu siireclerin herhangi
bir aktérin veya siyasi grubun etkisinde veya hakimiyetinde olmamas
saglanmalidir. Givenli ortam olusturulmali, bunun icin de demokratik
bir zemin tesis edilmelidir. Bu ortamda ifade ve basin 6zgurligi hakim
olmalidir; bunun i¢in de siyasi irade gerekir. Su anda Turkiye'de bu de-
mokratik ilkeler konusunda sorunlar mevcut ve bu ortamda streclerin
saglikli bir sekilde ilerlemesini beklemek gercek¢i degil. Bu zorluklar
kabul edilmeli ve ele alinmalidir ¢tinkt kutuplasmis toplumlarda belir-
sizlikler, ¢ozulmeye calisilan anlasmazliklar: etkileyecektir; dolayisiyla
sorunlarin ortaya ¢itkmasi oldukca normaldir. Bu tir bir farkindalik ge-
reklidir ve bu nedenle hazirhik siireci oldukca ayrintili olmaldir. Bu ne-
denle, Turk toplumunu daha iyi anlamak i¢in stre¢ boyunca 6grenmeye
odaklamlmaldur.

Ardig, gtven ve itimad: gelistirmek veya daha ileriye tasimak icin atil-
masl gereken adimlari da ifade etti. Sirece dahil edilmesi gereken bazi
basliklar vardir: ifade 6zgurligi, toplanma 6zgurlagy, kisisel guvenlik
ve emniyet, yarginin bagimsizligl, basin 6zgirligi ve bagimsizligl. Ba-
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this environment is not realistic. These challenges must be acknowledged

and responded to accordingly because in polarised societies uncertain-
ties prevail over disputes and it is quite normal for problems to occur and
arise. This kind of awareness is necessary and that is why the prepara-
tory process should be quite detailed. Therefore, there should be a focus
on learning throughout the process in order to understand more about
Turkish society.

Ardic followed on regarding the steps to be taken to improve or further
build trust and confidence. There are some topics that must be includ-
ed: freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, personal security and
safety, the freedom of justice and the freedom and independence of me-
dia. Serious developments have to occur in these areas for a successful
constitution-making process. If there is a majority in the parliament or
even if constitutional abandonment is accepted by the parliament but not
internalised by the society, then it will not work. Society has to be in the
process and there should be freedom of expression in other dimensions,
like the legislative dimension. For this, the legal basis has to be organised,
changed, in line with international human rights and the principles of
democracy, and the practice has to be changed, it should not be arbitrary.

Fair and just treatment and fair and just trial judgment are in line with the
violation of the freedom of expression, and freedom of assembly. Unjusti-
fied imprisonment does not allow a healthy environment for further dis-
cussion. Freedom of media may also be considered in the same manner.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

sarili bir anayasa yapim sireci i¢in bu alanlarda ciddi gelismeler olmas:
gerekiyor. Mecliste cogunluk olursa ya da anayasa meclis tarafindan ka-
bul edilip toplum tarafindan icsellestirilmezse bir ise yaramaz. Toplum
strecin icinde olmali ve yasama gibi diger alanlarda da ifade ¢zgurliga
olmalidir. Bunun i¢in yasal zeminin uluslararasi insan haklari ve demok-
rasi ilkeleri dogrultusunda dizenlenmesi ve uygulamanin degistirilmesi,
keyfi olmamasi gerekir.

Adil muamele, adil yargilanma, ifade ¢zgiirligu ve toplanma 6zgtirligu ih-
lali ile ayn1 eksendedir. Gerekgesiz hapis cezasi, tartisma ve diyalog kur-
mak agisindan saghkli bir ortam saglamaz. Basin 6zgurligl de aym sekilde
degerlendirilebilir. Yazili ya da geleneksel basinin tekeli kirilmals, alternatif
medya kanallar agilmali ve bunun icin temel hak ve 6zgirliklere sayg gos-
terilmeli, yasa ve yonetmeliklere uyulmalidir. Gazeteciler yapmalar: gere-
keni yapmakta 6zgur olmadikga, anayasa yapim siireci kolay olmayacaktir.

Ardig son olarak HDP'ye yonelik yasaklar gibi konularin Kurtlerin irade-
lerini, Kurt kimliklerini, se¢me ve secilme 6zgurliklerini yok sayacak bir
bicimde baski olusturdugunun altini ¢izdi. Durum bodyleyken anayasa
yapim sureclerine cagrilmalar: gercekei olmuyor.

Sorular ve Cevaplar

AK Parti'nin veya diger siyasi partilerin yeni bir anayasa gtindemi olsa
bazi degisiklikler olur mu? IYI Parti ne distnidyor? HDP buna ne der?
Yeni anayasa icin nasil bir hazirliklart var?

Genel secimler yaklasirken tum partiler kati bir yaklasim sergileyecek.
Bir degerlendirme yapabilmek icin uluslararas: baglama da bakmak ge-
rekiyor. Turkiye'ye yakin ¢atismalar var ve tlkenin kendisini tim bu zor-
luklardan tecrit edebilmesi kolay degil. Kald: ki pandemiden bu yana
demokratik tlkelerde dahi otoritelerin hak ve 6zgurliklere mudahale
etme egilimi artti. Uretimin durmasi nedeniyle parasal genisleme 6n pla-
na ¢tkmis ve bunun sonucunda enflasyonist bir ortam hakim olmaya
baslamis, bu da ekonomilerin gerilemesine neden olmustur. Likidite si-
nirll ve bunun toplumlar tizerinde yansimalar: var. Dogal olarak bunun
Turkiye'ye de yansimalari oluyor. En son arastirmalara bakildiginda, ir-
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Written or conventional press has become a monopoly which should be
changed, Alternative media channels have to be opened up and for that,
basic rights and freedoms have to be respected and laws and regulations
have to ensure that they are upheld. Unless journalists are free to per-
form what they are entitled to perform, the constitution-making process
will not be easy.

Finally, Ardi¢ highlighted that issues such as the prohibition of the HDP
create pressure in a way that rejects their willpower, their Kurdish iden-
tity, their freedom to elect and their freedom of being elected. When this
is the case, when they are invited to the constitution-making processes,
it is not realistic.

Questions and Answers

If AK Party or other political parties have an agenda for a new consti-
tution will there be some amendments? What does the Good (IYI) Party
think? What would HDP say to that? What kind of preparations do they
have for a new constitution?

All parties are going to have a strict approach as the general election is
approaching. To make an assessment there is a need to have to look at
the international context as well. There are conflicts close to Turkey, and
it is not easy to isolate from all these challenges. Moreover, since the pan-
demic, the authorities have a greater tendency to intervene in rights and
freedoms even in the democratic countries. The monetary enlargement
was at the forefront because production stopped and as a result, the
inflationist environment started to take the lead and resulted in declining
economies. Liquidity is limited and restricted and this has repercussions
on societies. Naturally, this has its reflections on Turkey. When one looks
at the most recent research, it is easy to see that irrational politics seems
to become popular and find support in society. This is related to the fact
that resources are tightening, and this reflects the sociology of society.

Political parties other than AK Party, such as CHP, Good (IYI) Party,
Felicity (Saadet) Party and Victory (Zafer) Party, are all nationalist
due to the political environment. They all claim that they will make
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rasyonel siyasetin poptler hale geldigini ve toplumda destek buldugunu
gormek kolaydir. Bu durum kaynaklarin daralmasi ile alakalidir ve bu da
toplumun sosyolojisini yansitmaktadir.

AK Parti disindaki CHP, IY1 Parti, Saadet Partisi ve Zafer Partisi gibi siyasi
partilerin hepsi siyasi ortam geregi milliyetcidir. Hepsi iktidara geldikle-
rinde meclis degisikligi yapacaklarini ve milliyetcilikle sorunlar: ¢6zecek-
lerini iddia ediyorlar. Yakin gelecekte, meclise dair iyimser bir tablomuz
olabilir ve bunu se¢im kampanyalarinin bir parcasi olarak kullanacaklar:
icin partiler tarafindan yeni bir anayasa giindemi éne ¢ikarilabilir. Y-
ratilen tim bu anayasal ¢alismalar, secim oncesi bir manifesto veya
propaganda olarak sunulabilir. Sylemden hareketle demokratiklesme
ya da uzlasma mesajlari vermelerini beklemek gercekci olmaz. Partilerin
secim kampanyalar: sirasinda yeni bir sey ortaya koymasi zordur; yeni
meclisi beklemeleri gerekir. Se¢cim sonrasi: donemde ise yeni anayasa ko-
nusunun 1siginda yeni mecliste uzlasma giindeme getirilecek. Bu siirecin
yol haritas: katilimci olmali ve dezavantajli gruplar dikkate alinmalidir.
Bu gruplarin beklentileri anayasaya yansitilmali; kullanilan araclar daha
tesvik edici olmali ve baska bir amaca hizmet etmemelidir.

Coziim siirecini kolaylastirmak icin yeni kavramlar gelistirilmelidir.
Tartisilacak ti¢ temel konu var:

1. Bolgesel bazda kalkinma eksikligi
2. Etnik ve kdltirel haklar
3. Terorizm ve guvenlik

Bunlarin ¢ozumleri birbirinden ayri olacaktir ama ¢ozim gabalar: pa-
ralel olarak yurutilecektir. Gelistirilen kavramlar farkli sorunlar yara-
tacaktir, bu nedenle toplumsal uzlasma bir sekilde engellenebilir. AK
Parti'nin ¢ézum sireci bunlar1 paralel olarak ¢ézmeyi amacladiysa da
kimi talihsiz gelismeler nedeniyle basarisiz oldu. Ozetle, bu érnekler
onumuzdeki yolu karamsar bir 1sikta gostermemeli, ancak Turkiye'nin
yaklasan secimleri ¢rnegin tlkenin Avrupa Birligine yonelik perspektifi-
ni degistirecek. Populist anlayisa sahip siyasi partiler, belli gruplara belli
mesajlar verebilirler ve bu dogrultuda Kirt sorununun ¢éziminu gin-
demlerine almayacaklardir. Asil ¢ézim, yeni mecliste dayanisma icinde
calismak ya da bir yol haritas: ¢ikarmak dogrultusunda olacaktir.
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parliamentary changes when they come to the power and that they
are going to solve issues with such nationalism. In the near future,
we may have an optimistic picture of the parliament and an agen-
da for a new constitution may be pushed because they will also use
this as part of their campaign for the elections. All this constitutional
work that has been conducted may be presented as a manifesto or
propaganda during the pre-elections. Based on the discourse, it is
difficult to expect that they would give messages of democratisation
or reconciliation. It is difficult for parties to introduce something new
during election campaigns and they need to wait for the new parlia-
ment. In the post-election period, the new parliament will be brought
up reconciliation in light of the new constitution issue. The roadmap
for this should be participatory and should take the disadvantaged
groups into account. The expectations of this group should be reflect-
ed in the constitution; the instruments should be more inducive and it
should not serve another purpose.

Furthermore, new concepts should be developed to facilitate the
resolution process. There are three key issues to discuss:

1. The lack of development on a regional basis
2. Ethnic and cultural rights
3. Terrorism and security

The solutions to these would be separate from one another but the ef-
forts to solve them will be undertaken in parallel with one another. The
concepts developed would create different issues and social reconcilia-
tion may be somehow hindered because of this. The resolution process
by AK Party, however, aimed to solve them in parallel with another but
due to unfortunate events, it failed. In summary, these examples should
not paint a pessimistic picture of the road ahead, but Turkey’s upcoming
election will change, for example, its European Union (EU) perspective.
Political parties, with a populist understanding, may convey certain mes-
sages to certain groups and they are not going to add the resolution of
the Kurdish problem to their agenda. The real resolution will be in the
new parliament which will include working in solidarity with one another
or coming up with a road map.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

Kdurtlerin oyu artik Ttrkiye'de tiim partiler icin kritik éneme sahip, bu bir

gercek. Kamuoyu arastirmalari, secimleri Erdogan veya baska bir parti
Razansa bile meclisin ve cumhurbaskaninin biytik ¢ogunlugunun ayni
partiden olmayacagini sdyliiyor. Mecliste Kiirtler olacak ve meclisten
karar ¢itkmast icin bttiin partilerin Kirtlerin destegine ihtiyact olacak.
Bundan yola ¢itkarak: Bu ortamda daha yapict bir adim atmak neden bu
kRadar zor? Ttrkiye Riresel glivenlije bakis acisint degistirebilir, konu-
munu gtivence altina almak igin yénint degistirebilir ama temelde bunu
basarmanin en btiytik aract Kirt oylaridir. Sadece Ktrt meselesine oda-
Rlanarak yeni bir siyasi s6ylem elde edilebilir, hatta bazi sembolik adim-
larin atilmas: bile herkes icin inaniimaz derecede 6nemli olacaktir. Bu
nedenle hem iktidar partisi hem de muhalefet partileri neden bu konuyu
dogrudan ele almiyor?

Siyasi partilerden birini temsil eden bir katilimci, meclisteki aktorle-
rin halkin istedigi yeni anayasay1 yapmamas: durumunda Tirkiye'nin
Yunanistan'dan hicbir farkinin kalmayacagini ifade etti. Turkiye, Kirt
sorununu ve azinlik sorunlarini ¢6zmek icin ¢aba gostermelidir. Fark-
I1 bir siyasi partiden baska bir katilimci, halkin kendilerine verilecek
destege bagh olarak kendi géristind olusturacagini belirtmistir. Bu-
nun béyle oldugu ve gecmis secimlere odaklanmanin gelecekteki ¢o-
zimlere katki saglamayacag: kabul edilmelidir. Bunun yerine Turki-
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The votes of Kurds are critical in Turkey for all the parties now, this is a fact.
Public opinion surveys say that even if the elections are won by Erdogan or
any other party, most of the assembly and the president will not be from the
same party. There will be Kurds in the parliament and to pass a decision in
the parliament, all the parties will need the support of the Kurds. Building on
this: why is taking a more constructive step in this atmosphere so difficult?
Turkey may change its perspective on global security and change its direc-
tion to secure its position, but the Kurdish votes are basically the greatest
tool to achieve this. A new political discourse is achievable by just focusing
on the Kurdish issue, even taking some symbolic steps would be incredibly
important for all. For this reason, why does both the ruling party and the
opposition parties do not address this issue directly?

A participant representing one of the political parties expressed that if ac-
tors in the parliament fail to make a new constitution that the public de-
sires, Turkey will be no different from Greece. Turkey must work to solve
the Kurdish issue and the minorities issues. Another participant from a dif-
ferent political party stated that the public, depending on the support they
provide, will have their own opinion. There has to be an acceptance that this
is the case and focusing on previous elections will not contribute to future
solutions. Instead, there has to be priority given to the future of Turkey as a
country and to the potential for future generations to live in peace.

A party representative explained that Turkey is just about to enter an
election atmosphere meaning that the Kurdish issue and peace and rec-
onciliation will unlikely be addressed during the elections atmosphere
because all political parties have been adopting more populist agenda.
However, no matter which party is governing, or which one is in power,
this issue must be rationally resolved.

A participant from another party added that the new constitution-mak-
ing has to be put aside for some time from daily politics and the current
situation should be taken under consideration. For example, the arrest
of a singer for her expression or the investigation against the former em-
ployee of the Central Bank for his criticism of the monetary politics can-
not be accepted. Thus, it would be more realistic to bring new policies,
such as a draft disinformation law, in the agenda when the parliament
re-opens. Once the parliament is re-open, it will be possible to draft a law
that was brought to the agenda on the 26th of May about disinformation.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

ye'nin Ulke olarak gelecegine ve gelecek nesillerin baris icinde yasama
potansiyeline ¢ncelik verilmelidir.

Bir parti temsilcisi, Turkiye'nin bir secim atmosferine girmek tizere ol-
dugunu, Kirt sorununun, baris ve uzlasmanin se¢im atmosferinde ele
alinamayacagini, cinkd tum siyasi partilerin daha populist bir gin-
dem benimsedigini agikladi. Ancak hangi parti iktidarda olursa olsun
bu mesele akilci bir sekilde ¢ozilmelidir.

Diger bir partiden bir katilimci, yeni anayasa yapiminin bir siire daha
gundelik siyasetten uzaklastirilmasi ve mevcut durumun degerlendi-
rilmesi gerektigini ekledi. Ornegin bir sarkicinin ifadesinden dolay:
tutuklanmasi ya da eski Merkez Bankasi ¢alisani hakkinda para poli-
tikasini elestirdigi icin sorusturma acgilmasi kabul edilemez. Bu neden-
le, meclis yeniden acildiginda dezenformasyon yasa tasaris: gibi yeni
politikalar1 giindeme getirmek daha gergekci olacaktir. Meclis yeniden
acildiginda, 26 Mayis'ta giindeme getirilen dezenformasyonla ilgili ka-
nunu hazirlamak mumkin olacak. Kanun taslaginin 29. maddesine
gore “Toplumda yayilabilecek gtincel bir bilgide toplumda stiphe, endi-
se veya korku uyandiracak séylemler kullaniliyorsa, bir yildan ug yila
kadar hapis cezasi verilir.” Bunun 1s1ginda birileri “TUIK'in acikladig:
enflasyon rakamlar: gergekci degil ama ENAX gercekei ve Turkiye'de
resmi olarak agiklanan rakamlarin ¢ok otesinde ciddi bir ekonomik
kriz var” derse, bu kisi t¢ yil hapis cezasina ¢arptirilacak. Bu sucun
failleri siyasi partiler, barolar veya STK'lar da aralarinda olmak uzere
kuruluslar olabilir. Boyle bir ortamda birakin anayasa yapmayi, Tur-
kiye'nin gincel sorunlarindan dahi séz edilemez. Televizyon kanalla-
r1 buyik 6l¢tide iktidardaki siyasi partinin kontrolinde ve muhalefet
partilerinin fikirlerini yayinladiklarinda ceza alma riskleri var.

Bu nedenle Ardi¢'in sunumu akademik acidan 6énemli olabilir ama
pratik bir rehber degil. Turkiye ifade 6zgurligu, toplanma 6zgurla-
gu ve katihm 6zgurliga haklarini uygulamaktan cok uzak; dolayisiyla
bu tartisma Kirt sorununun ¢ézimdu igin gerekli anayasal tedbirlere
odaklanmalidir. Osman Kavala ve Selahattin Demirtas ¢rneklerine ba-
kin; baska hi¢bir hukuk sisteminde cezaevinde tutulmazlardi. Turkiye
AB uyesi olmayacak. Mevcut durumda, Avrupa Konseyi Uyeligini str-
dirmesi bir nimet olacaktir. Bu nedenle Turkiye halk: gercekci olmali
ve bu ihlallere son verecek reformlara odaklanmalidir. Baskanlik sis-
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According to Article 29 of the draft law “If discourse is to create suspicion,
concern, or fear among the society in a piece of current information that
may be disseminated within the society, then there will be imprisonment
for one to three years.“ In light of this, if someone says that ‘the inflation
levels declared by TUIK, the statistics institute is not realistic, but ENAX
is realistic and there is a serious economic crisis in Turkey which is way
beyond the officially stated figures) then this person may be subjected to
three years of imprisonment. The perpetrators of this crime can also be
organisations which covers political parties, bar associations or NGOs.
In such an atmosphere, let alone making a constitution, there cannot be
talk about the current problems of Turkey. TV channels, to a large extent,
are under the control of the political party in power and if they ask the
opinion of the opposition parties, they face penalties.

Therefore, Ardi¢’s presentation may be academically important, but it is
not a practical guide. Turkey is far away from complying with the right to
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, and participation, this discus-
sion should focus on the constitutional measures necessary to resolve
the Kurdish issue. The cases of Osman Kavala and Selahattin Demirtas,
they would not be kept in prison in any legal system. Turkey will not be-
come an EU member. In the current situation, it would be a blessing if re-
tain its membership in the Council of Europe. Therefore, The Turkish peo-
ple must remain realistic and must focus on reforms that put an end to
these violations. This presidential system created many issues and gaps
in the legal system. For example, article 2 of the Constitution stipulates
concepts that are prohibited from being amended but these concepts are
being systematically violated by the government. it can only be when the
government upholds its own laws that discussions about a new constitu-
tion can take place. Whether you are a Kurd or Turk, no one is safe, no
one has a bright future right now.

Does HDP have a preparation to make changes on a constitutional level
and what kind of preparations will HDP have for taking at least the sec-
ond seat in different cities?

The constitution has never been a social contract. Comparisons have
been made to the 1961, 1924 and 1921 constitutions and now it is the time
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temi hukuk sisteminde bircok sorun ve bosluk yaratmistir. Ornegin,
Anayasanin 2. maddesi, degistirilmesi yasak olan kavramlar: 6ngor-
mektedir, ancak bu kavramlar hiikiimet tarafindan sistematik olarak
ihlal ediliyor. Ancak hikimet kendi yasalarina uydugunda yeni bir
anayasa tartismasi yapilabilir. Kirt de olsaniz, Turk de olsaniz kimse
guvende degil, su anda kimsenin gelecegi parlak degil.

Anayasal diizeyde degisiklik yapmaya yénelik bir hazirligt var mi
HDP'nin, ve HDP'nin farkli illerde en azindan ikinci koltugu almak i¢in
ne gibi hazirliklart olacak?

Anayasa higbir zaman toplumsal bir s6zlesme olmamistir. 1961, 1924
ve 1921 anayasalariyla karsilastirmalar yapildi, simdi sira 1982 anaya-
sasina geldi. Toplumsal s6zlesme ve toplumsal mutabakat saglanabil-
mesi icin toplumsal egilimlerin olmasi gerekir. Turkiye érneginde, iki-
sinde de HDP'nin tehlike olarak sunuldugu iki ittifak var. Turkiye'deki
tehlike, merkez sagin kaybetmesi ve iki milliyetci partinin yukseliste
olmast. Gelecek Partisi'nin Kirt sorununu ¢ézmek i¢in anadil sorunu
dahil 10 maddelik bir listesi var ama kimse bunlara deginmiyor, tartis-
muyor. Ruzgar milliyet¢i cepheden esiyor ve bu cok tehlikeli. Kirtle-
rin sorunlarini, anadil meselesini konusmak bile buytk kavgalara yol
actyor. HDP hakkinda Anayasa Mahkemesi'nde acilan kapatma davasi
oldugu icin birka¢ ay sonra halen acik olup olmayacag: bile belli degil.

Toplumsal sézlesmenin saglanmasi icin mesleki kuruluslar, cevre ve
kadin gruplar: vb. tartismalara dahil edilerek aktif rol oynamalar: sag-
lanmalidir. Ama su anda bdyle bir zemin yok. Merkez sag gecmiste
Kiurt meselesiyle i¢ iceyken iktidara gelmeyi basardi. Ancak daha son-
ra yol boyunca Kirt meselesini istismar ettiler ve en basta destekle-
dikleri seye karsi ¢cikmaya basladilar. Diger partiler HDP'ye yonelik,
“Onlara bir bakanlik veririm” gibi tstinlik taslayan bir dil kullaniyor.
Bunun yerine esitlik¢i bir dil kullanilmali.

Turkiye buiyuk takdir gérmesi gereken bir uyum dénemine tanik oldu.
Bu gerceklerden, anadilde egitimden, yayin yapmaktan tekrar bah-
setmek mumkin olmali. Yapilan hatalara odaklanmamali, tim siyasi
partiler bu hatalar: degerlendirmeli ve ayni hatalar1 tekrarlamadan
yollarina devam etmelidir. Ancak su anda Tiirkiye'de muhalefet olmak
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to look at the 1982 constitution. To able to ensure a social contract
and social consensus, there should be social trends. In the case of
Turkey, there are just two alliances where HDP is presented as jeop-
ardy. The danger in Turkey as that the centre-right is losing, and the
two nationalist parties are on the rise, and they are dominant. Future
(Gelecek) Party has a list of 10 items to solve the Kurdish issue, in-
cluding the mother tongue issue, yet no one is touching upon them or
discussing them. The wind is blowing from the nationalist front and
that is very dangerous. Even talking about the issues of Kurds, their
mother tongue led to big fights. It is not clear if HDP will remain active
in a couple of months as there is a closure case against it before the
Constitutional Court.

To ensure a social contract, vocational and professional organisa-
tions, environmental and women groups etc. should be included in
discussions so that they play an active role. But there is no such ba-
sis now. When the central right was in touch with the Kurdish issue
in the past, they managed to come into power. However, then, they
abused the Kurdish issue along the way and started opposing the
very thing they supported initially. The other parties use patronising
language for HDP such as saying that “I am going to give them a Min-
istry”. There has to be egalitarian language instead of this.

Turkey has witnessed a harmonious period which should receive
great credit. It should again be possible to talk about those facts,
education in mother tongue and broadcasting. There should not be
focus given to the mistakes made, all political parties must reflect on
those mistakes and proceed without making the same mistakes again.
However, right now, in Turkey, being in the opposition means either
“belonging to a gang” or “supporting division”. In these conditions, it
is difficult to know how to proceed. HDP itself has significant work
underway in terms of constitution-making, it has been working with
many democracy-building organisations. In the new era of the Re-
public, Turkey needs a new constitution; yet we need more pressure
for it to be discussed and addressed.

Regarding the proposed disinformation act, if it is enacted, all the
expression of freedom on social media will be prohibited and, in a
way, there will be auto-censorship. There is also a problem with the

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

ya “cete mensubu olmak” ya da “bélinmeyi desteklemek” anlamina
geliyor. Bu kosullarda nasil ilerlenecegini bilmek zor. HDP'nin anaya-
sa yapimu acisindan onemli ¢alismalar: var, bircok demokrasi insasi
orgutiyle calisiyor. Yeni Cumhuriyet déneminde Turkiye'nin yeni bir
anayasaya ihtiyaci var; bu konunun tartisilmas: ve ele alinmasi igin
daha fazla baskiya ihtiyacimiz var.

Teklif edilen dezenformasyon yasasi ile ilgili olarak, yasalasirsa sosyal
medyada her tarla ¢zgurlik ifadesi yasaklanacak ve bir anlamda oto-
sansur uygulanacaktir. Yasalarin uygulanmasinda da sorunlar var ve
bu konuda higbir sey yapilamiyor. Bu temelde, “dedigime uymazsaniz
sizi tutuklarim” zihniyetine sahip otoriter bir rejimin isaretidir. Bu,
temel insan haklarinin ihlalidir.

AK Parti'nin veya Cumhurbaskani'nin demokrasiye, hukuk devletine
geri dénmek gibi bir plant var mi?

AK Parti homojen bir parti degildir. Bu ortamda demokratiklesme s6z
konusu oldugunda, partide demokratiklesme i¢in ne gerekiyorsa yap-
mak isteyen pek ¢ok insan var. Ancak gelecegi tahmin etmek zor.

TARTISMA OTURUMU

Baris insasinda insan Haklarinin
Korunmasini Giglendirmenin Onemi

Toplantida ifade ve toplanma ¢zgurligine yonelik sistematik ihlallere,
bariscil ifadelere yonelik sorusturma ve kovusturma tehdidine degi-
nen katilimcilar, hukuka uygun ve adil bir secim déneminin saglanma-
s1 icin ilgili mevzuatin se¢im 6ncesinde degistirilmesi konusunda mu-
tabakata vardi. Mevcut ortamin bircok milliyetci egilime sahip oldugu
ve anayasa yapim surecinden bahsetmeye izin vermedigi tartisildi. Bu
nedenle, anayasa yapim surecine baslamadan énce temel insan hak ve
ozgurliklerine yoénelik ihlallerin sona erdirilmesi gerekmektedir.

Bir katilimel, AK Parti'nin homojen bir parti olmadigini, dinamik bir
parti oldugunu ve diger partilerle koalisyon kurarak farkli gorus
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implementation of laws, and nothing can be done about it. This is ba-
sically the signal for an authoritarian regime with a mindset of “if you
do not comply with it, I am going to detain you”. This is a violation of
basic human rights.

Does AK Party or the president have such a plan to go back to democra-
cy, to the rule of law?

AK Party is not a homogenous party. In this setting, when it comes to
democratisation, there are a lot of people in the party who want to do
whatever it must take for democratisation. However, it is difficult to pre-
dict the future.

DISCUSSION SESSIONS

The Importance of Strengthening
the Protection of Human Rights
in Peace Building

Participants referred to systematic violations of freedom of expression
and assembly, the threat of investigations and prosecutions against
peaceful expressions, and agreed on the amendments of relevant legisla-
tion before the election to ensure a lawful and fair election period. It was
discussed that the current climate has many nationalist spheres and does
not allow to talk about the constitution making process. Therefore, there
is a need to end violations on basic human rights and freedoms before
starting a constitution making process.

A participant noted that the AK Party is not a homogenous party, but it
is a dynamic party and formed a coalition with other parties thus formed
a group with different opinions and backgrounds. Some members are
also not happy with the current situation and fight against the issues
mentioned above such as opposing the disinformation law. He also high-
lighted that the current climate is not created by only ruling party but
state’s genetics, coup attempts, and its bureaucracy have also harmed the
current situation.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

ve gecmislere sahip bir grup olusturdugunu belirtti. Bazi tyeler de

mevcut durumdan memnun degil ve dezenformasyon yasasina kar-
s1 ctkmak orneginde oldugu gibi, yukarida belirtilen hususlara karsi
mucadele ediyor. Mevcut iklimi sadece iktidar partisinin yaratmadigi,
devletin genetigi, darbe girisimleri ve burokrasisinin de mevcut duru-
ma katkida bulundugu vurgulandi.

Demokratiklesme ve Uzlasma Siirecinde Olumlu Degisim
Yaratmakta Siyasi Partilerin Rolii

Secim sirasindaki kotl atmosfer ve bu ortamin olusmasinda iktidar
partisinin rold diger katilimcilar tarafindan dile getirildi. Katihimcilar
ayrica tim siyasi partilerin poptlist ve milliyetci programlar: oldugun-
dan ve tum partiler igin iyilestirme ihtiyacindan bahsetti. iki ittifakin
milliyetci partiler tarafindan bloke edildigi ve HDP'ye yaklasma konu-
sunda kendi i¢lerinde sorunlar oldugu tartisildi. Bu da demokratikles-
me ve ¢6zum sureci igin biyuk bir handikap olusturuyor. Katilimci-
lardan biri HDP'nin siyasi ¢6zim noktasi olarak kendini baz almamas:
ve bazi meselelerin Kandil veya Imrali'ya havale edilmesi gibi ideolojik
ve pratik sorunlar: dile getirdi. Dolayisiyla soru, siyasi aktérin kim
oldugu ve HDP'nin kendisini nasil konumlandirdig: olacaktir. PKK'nin
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The Role of Political Parties to Create Positive Change
Democratisation and Reconciliation Process

The polluting atmosphere during the election and the role of the ruling
party creating such atmosphere was expressed by other participants.
Participants also talked about the populistic and nationalistic programme
of all political parties and the need for improvement for all parties. It was
discussed that the two alliances are blocked by the nationalist parties
and have issues among themselves about approaching the HDP. This cre-
ates a big handicap for the democratisation and resolution process. One
of the participants referred ideological and practical problems caused by
HDP such as not addressing themselves as the political resolution point
and directing some issues to Kandil or imrali. The question therefore
would be who the political actor is and how the HDP positions itself. It
was discussed that the actions and military presence of the PKK will al-
ways be a threat and drawback to the political potential of the HDP. The
impacts and repercussions of democratisation in Turkey can be discussed
but it will be difficult for HDP to be seen as a political party until the PKK
leaves its arms. Furthermore, HDP was criticised for not being a central-
ised party and not using a central language despite claiming that they
represent everyone in Turkey. This is a big reason for them to unleash
their potential.

It was highlighted that politics is a tool to detect and determine what the
needs of the country are. Turkey needs democratisation, and the rule of
law and in the near future has to discuss all these issues. Participants re-
ferred to the constitutional amendments made in the past and noted that
there were libertarian amendments to the constitution such as during
the term of Bulent Ecevit and AK Party. It was therefore concluded that
even the current situation does not seem promising; yet Turkish people
should continue to work towards positive change because the more effort
creates the more hope.
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eylemlerinin ve askeri varliginin HDP'nin siyasi potansiyeline her za-
man tehdit ve engel teskil edecegi tartisildi. Turkiye'de demokratikles-
menin etkileri ve yansimalar: tartisilabilir ama PKK silahlar1 birakana
kadar HDP'nin bir siyasi parti olarak gérilmesi zor olacaktir. Ayrica
HDP, Turkiye'de herkesi temsil ettigini iddia etmesine ragmen merkezi
bir parti olmadig: ve merkezi bir dil kullanmadig icin elestirildi. Bu
partinin potansiyelini agiga ¢ikarmalar: icin 6nemli bir sebep.

Siyasetin, tlke ihtiyaclarinin neler oldugunu tespit ve belirleme araci
oldugu vurgulandi. Turkiye'nin demokratiklesmeye ve hukukun us-
tinligine ihtiyaci var ve yakin gelecekte tim bu konular: tartismak
zorunda. Katilhmcilar ge¢miste yapilan anayasa degisikliklerine degi-
nerek, Bilent Ecevit ve AK Parti donemlerinde anayasada 6zgurlikcu
degisiklikler yapildigini belirttiler. Bu nedenle, mevcut durum umut
verici gérinmese bile yine de Turkiye halki olumlu degisim icin calis-
maya devam etmeli, ¢cinki daha ¢ok ¢caba daha ¢ok umut yaratacaktir.
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Conclusion

This event was part of DPI's planned activities that have focussed on the
legal foundations of peace and the role of constitution-making in peace
processes. The aim of the events was to provide participants with the op-
portunity to discuss the historic impact of Turkey’s constitutions on its re-
lationship its citizens in the hope to further the case for peace. Ideally,
constitutions help protect the rights of citizens no matter their identity to
ensure there can be no ‘tyranny of the majority. The discussions at these
events have highlighted Turkey’s constitutional shortcomings in holding
Turkish identity as a core component of defining citizenship. Speakers
have highlighted the need for a new constitution in Turkey to move away
from polarisation and provide a possible resolution to the Kurdish issue.

Participants of the events comprised of academics, lawyers, policy makers,
civil society members, journalists, and senior political figures responsible
for legal and human rights issues from different political parties in Turkey.
This diverse panel allowed for lively discussions and different viewpoints
on the constitutional issues the country faces.

These Peace Tables form part of a larger and continuing series of activ-
ities titled “Legal Foundations of Peace’, planned in the context of the
project Voicing Peace and Fostering Inclusivity in Turkey, supported by

the Irish, Norwegian, and Swiss governments. DPI will continue to focus
on the legal foundations of peace and the role of constitution-making in
peace-making.

Tirkiye'de Uyusmazlik Cozimu ve Anayasa Yapimi

sonuc¢

Bu etkinlik, DPI'in barisin yasal temellerine ve anayasa yapiminn baris sireg-
lerindeki roliine odaklanma amach planlanms faaliyetlerinin bir parcastydi.
Etkinliklerin amaci, katiimcilara baris davasini ilerletme umuduyla Tuarkiye
anayasalarinin Turkiye vatandaslariyla iliskileri Gizerindeki tarihi etkiyi tartis-
ma firsati saglamakti. ideal olarak, anayasalar, 'cogunlugun zorbaligr' olma-
masini saglamak icin kimlikleri ne olursa olsun vatandaslarin haklarinm koru-
maya yardimci olur. Bu etkinliklerdeki tartismalar, Turkiyenin Tark kimligini
vatandasligl tanimlamanin temel bir bileseni olarak kabul etme konusundaki
anayasal eksikliklerinin altin1 ¢izdi. Konusmacilar, Ttrkiye'de kutuplasmadan
uzaklasmak ve Kirt sorununa olasi bir ¢cdzim saglamak icin yeni bir anayasa-
ya ihtiya¢ oldugunun altin: gizdiler.

Etkinliklere Tirkiye'deki farkli siyasi partilerden akademisyenler, hukukgular,
politika yapicilar, sivil toplum tyeleri, gazeteciler ve hukuk ve insan haklari
konularindan sorumlu ust dizey siyasi figlrler katildi. Cesitliliklerin temsil
edildigi katiima profili, tlkenin kars: karstya oldugu anayasal meseleler hak-
kinda canli tartismalara ve farkl bakis acilarina olanak sagladi.

Barig Masalary, irlanda, Norveg ve Isvigre hitkiimetleri tarafindan destekle-
nen Tarkiye'de Baris: Seslendirmek ve Kapsayicilig) Tesvik Etmek projesi kap-
saminda planlanan Barisin Hukuki Temelleri adli daha genis ve devam eden
bir dizi faaliyetin parcasin olusturmaktadir. DPI, barisin yasal temellerine ve
anayasa yapiminin barisin saglanmasindaki roline odaklanmaya devam ede-
cektir.
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2022.
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Future Party

Lecturer of Law at istanbul Altinbas University
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Ali Bayramoglu
Bianca Amman
Erkan Senses
Julien Thoni
Kezban Hatemi
Levent Korkut
Murat Tumay
Nahit Eren
Necdet ipekyiiz

Safa Kocoglu

Salih Efe

Serap Yazici

Sevtap Yokus
Sidar Giiney
Vahap Coskun

Zeynep Ardic
Kerim Yildiz
Katya Paus
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Avukat

Dicle Universitesi'nde Hukuk Profesorii
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istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi
DPI icra Kurulu Bagkani

DPI Program Sorumlusu

Terciiman

Terciiman
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DPI Aims and Objectives

Aims and objectives of DPI include:

- To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for discussion on
establishing a structured public dialogue on peace and democracy building.

- To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw on comparative
studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms used to achieve positive results
in similar cases.

- To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge, ideas, concerns,
suggestions and challenges facing the development of a democratic solution in Tur-
key and the wider region.

- To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics, civil society and
policy-makers.

- To identify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to participate in
and influence democracy-building.

- Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties share information, ideas,
knowledge and concerns connected to the development of democratic solutions and
outcomes. Our work supports the development of a pluralistic political arena capable
of generating consensus and ownership over work on key issues surrounding demo-
cratic solutions at political and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to encourage stronger pub-
lic debates and involvements in promoting peace and democracy building internation-
ally. Within this context DPI aims to contribute to the establishment of a structured
public dialogue on peace and democratic advancement, as well as to widen and create
new existing platforms for discussions on peace and democracy building. In order
to achieve this we seek to encourage an environment of inclusive, frank, structured
discussions whereby different parties are in the position to openly share knowledge,
concerns and suggestions for democracy building and strengthening across multiple
levels.

DPI’s objective throughout this process is to identify common priorities and develop
innovative approaches to participate in and influence the process of finding democrat-
ic solutions. DPI also aims to support and strengthen collaboration between academ-
ics, civil society and policy-makers through its projects and output. Comparative stud-
ies of relevant situations are seen as an effective tool for ensuring that the mistakes
of others are not repeated or perpetuated. Therefore we see comparative analysis of
models of peace and democracy building to be central to the achievement of our aims
and objectives.

SDPI ==

Demokratik Gelisim Enstitisti'nun
Amaclari ve Hedefleri

DPI'in amaclar ve hedefleri:

- Barisin ve demokrasinin insasi Gizerine yapilandirilmis bir kamusal diyalogun
olusmasi i¢in gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin gelistirilmesi ve genisletilmesi.

- Farkli kesimlerin karsilastirmali calismalar vesilesiyle bir araya gelerek, farkl
dinya ornekleri 6zelinde benzer durumlarda olumlu sonuclar elde etmek
icin kullanilmis cesitli mekanizmalar: incelemesine ve analiz etmesine ola-
nak saglamak. Farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek Turkiye ve daha genis
bir cografyada demokratik bir ¢6zimun gelistirilmesine yonelik bilgilerini,
dusuncelerini, endiselerini, 6nerilerini, kaygilarini ve karsilasilan zorluklari
paylastig1 bir ortam yaratmak. Akademisyenler, sivil toplum 6rgttleri ve ka-
rar alicilar arasindaki isbirliginin desteklemek ve gtclendirmek.

- Ortak oncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insasi strecini ve surece katili-
mu etkileyecek yenilikci yaklasimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil, irk, renk, cinsiyet,
siyasi goris ve inang farki goézetmeksizin insan haklarini tesvik etmek ve
korumak.

Demokratik Gelisim Enstitist (DPI), Turkiye'de demokratik bir ¢6zimun ge-
listirilmesi icin, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini, fikirlerini, kay-
gilarini ve onerilerini paylastiklar: bir ortami tesvik etmeyi amaglamaktadir.
Calismalarimiz, demokratik ¢6zimuin saglanmas: igin kilit 6nem tasiyan konu-
larda fikir birligine varma ve uzlasilan konular: sahiplenme yetenegine sahip
cogulcu bir siyasi alanin gelistirilmesini desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak gucla bir kamusal tartismayi; barisi ve demokrasiyi uluslararasi
duzeyde gelistirmeye yonelik katilimlar: tesvik etmek icin uzmanhga ve pratige
dayali bir bakis agisiyla hareket ediyoruz. Bu cercevede baris ve demokratik
ilerleme konusunda yapilandirilmis bir kamusal tartismanin olusturulmasina
katkida bulunmayz; baris ve demokrasi ingasi tartismalari i¢in yeni platformlar
yaratmay1 ve mevcut platformlar: genisletmeyi amagliyoruz.

Bu amaclara ulasabilmenin geregi olarak, farkli kesimlerin demokrasinin in-
sas1 ve giclendirmesi igin bilgilerini, endiselerini ve énerilerini acikca payla-
sabilecekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandirilmis tartisma ortamini cesitli se-
viyelerde tesvik etmeye calisiyoruz. DPI olarak farkli projelerimiz araciligiyla
akademi, sivil toplum ve karar alicilar arasindaki isbirligini desteklemeyi ve
guclendirmeyi de hedefliyoruz.
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BOARD MEMBERS
YONETIM KURULU UYELERI

KERIM YILDIZ
(Chief Executive Officer / icra Kurulu Bagkani)

Kerim Yildiz is an expert in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, international
human rights law and minority rights, having worked on numerous projects
in these areas over his career. Yildiz has received a number of awards, in-
cluding from the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights for his services to
protect human rights and promote the rule of law in 1996, and the Sigrid
Rausing Trust’s Human Rights award for Leadership in Indigenous and Mi-
nority Rights in 2005. Yildiz is also a recipient of the 2011 Gruber Prize for
Justice. He has also written extensively on international humanitarian law,
conflict, and various human rights mechanisms.

Kerim Yildiz catisma ¢6zimdi, barisin insasi, uluslararasi insan haklari ve azinlk
haklari konusunda uzman bir isimdir ve kariyeri boyunca bu alanlarda cok cesit-
li projelerde calismistir. Kerim Yildiz, 1996 yilinda insan haklarinin korunmasi
ve hukuk kurallarinin uygulanmasi yoniindeki cabalarindan 6tiirii insan Haklari
icin Avukatlar Komitesi Odiili'ne, 2005'te Sigrid Rausing Trust Vakfrnin Azinlik
Haklari alaninda Liderlik Odiilirne ve 2011'de ise Gruber Vakfi Uluslararasi Adalet
Odiili'ne layik gériilmiistiir. Uluslararast insan haklari hukuku, insancil hukuk ve
azinlk haklari konularinda 6nemli bir isim olan Yildiz, uluslararasi insan haklari

hukuku ve insan haklari mekanizmalari tizerine cok sayida yazili esere sahiptir.

NICHOLAS STEWART KC
(Chair / Yonetim Kurulu Baskani)

Nicholas Stewart, KC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge (Chancery
and King’s Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom. He is the former Chair of
the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales and former President
of the Union Internationale des Avocats. He has appeared at all court levels in
England and Wales, before the Privy Council on appeals from Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong and the Bahamas, and in the High Court of the Republic of
Singapore and the European Court of Human Rights. Stewart has also been
the chair of the Dialogue Advisory Group since its founding in 2008.

Tecribeli bir hukukcu olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallk Yiiksek Mahkemesi
(Chancery and King’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hakimidir. Gecmiste ingiltere ve Gal-
ler Barosu insan Haklari Komitesi Baskanligi (Bar Human Rihts Committee of
England and Wales) ve Uluslararasi Avukatlar Birligi (Union Internationale des
Avocats) bagkanligi gérevlerinde bulunmustur. ingiltere ve Gallerde gerceklesen
ve Malezya, Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar, Singapur ve Avrupa insan Haklari
mahkemelerinin temyiz konseylerinde goriis bildirdi. Stewart, 2008'deki kuru-
lusundan bu yana Diyalog Danisma Grubunun baskanligini da yiiriittiyor.

OWEN BOWCOTT

Journalist, was The Guardian’s legal affairs and Ireland correspondent. He
has previously been a general news reporter, foreign news editor and was
Ireland correspondent during The Troubles. He studied history at Birming-
ham University and journalism at Cardiff University. He started off working
for the Birmingham Post and later joined the BBC, working as a researcher
and producer for BBC News and the current affairs programme Panorama.
He has also been a reporter on The Daily Telegraph. He is co-author of a
book, Beating the System, about the early years of computer hacking and
the criminalisation of online activity.

The Guardian Gazetesi’nin eski hukuki isler ve irlanda muhabiridir. Kuzey irlan-
da'daki Sikinti Yillari (‘The Troubles’) boyunca gazetenin irlanda muhabirligini
yapan Bowcott, daha 6nce de genel haber muhabiri ve dis haber editorii olar-
ak calismistir. Bowcott, Birmingham Universitesi’nde tarih ve Cardiff Univer-
sitesi’nde gazetecilik okumustur. is hayatina Birmingham Post'da baglayan
konusmacimiz, daha sonra BBC'de arastirmaci ve programci olarak BBC News
ve gilincel meseleler hakkinda bir program olan Panorama’ya katkida bulun-
mustur. Bowcott ayrica The Daily Telegraph’da muhabir olarak da calismistir.
Erken dénem bilgisayar hekleme ve cevrimici faaliyetinin suc sayilmasi konu-
sunda ‘Sistemi Yenme’ (‘Beating the System’) baslikli kitabin es yazari.

PRISCILLA HAYNER

Priscilla Hayner is co-founder of the International Center for Transitional
Justice and is currently on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby
Team of Mediation Experts. She is a global expert on truth commissions
and transitional justice initiatives and has authored several books on these
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topics, including Unspeakable Truths, which analyses truth commissions
globally. Hayner has recently engaged in the recent Colombia talks as tran-
sitional justice advisor to Norway, and in the 2008 Kenya negotiations as
human rights advisor to former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the
United Nations-African Union mediation team. Hayner has also worked
significantly in the implementation stages following a peace agreement or
transition, including Sierra Leone in 1999 and South Sudan in 2015.

Gecis Donemi Adaleti icin Uluslararasi Merkez'in (International Center for
Transitional Justice) kurucularindan olan Priscilla Hayner, ayni zamanda BM
Kidemli Arabuluculuk Danismanlari Ekibi'ndedir. Hakikat komisyonlari, gecis
donemi adaleti inisiyatifleri ve mekanizmalari konusunda kiiresel bir uzman
olan Hayner, hakikat komisyonlarini kiiresel olarak analiz eden Unspeakable
Truths (Konulmayan Gercgekler) da dahil olmak Uzere, alanda pek cok yayina
sahiptir. Hayner, yakin zamanda Kolombiya baris goriismelerinde Norvec’in
gecis donemi adaleti danismani olarak ve 2008 Kenya miizakerelerinde eski
BM Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan ve Birlesmis Milletler-Afrika Birligi arabuluc-
uluk ekibinin insan haklari danismani olarak gérev yapmistir. Hayner, 1999'da
Sierra Leone ve 2015’te Giiney Sudan da dahil olmak tizere bircok tilkede, baris
anlasmasi ve gegcis sonrasi uygulamalari konularinda ¢alismalar yapmistir.

ARILD HUMLEN

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Association’s
Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number of jurisdictions,
with emphasis on international civil law and human rights, and he has lec-
tured at the law faculty of several universities in Norway. Humlen is the
recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar Association of Oslo for his work on
the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the Honor Prize from the inter-
national organisation Save the Children for his efforts to strengthen the
legal rights of children.

Hukukcu olan Arild Humlen ayni zamanda Norvec Barosu Hukuk Komitesi’nin
direktoridir. Uluslararast medeni hukuk ve insan haklari gibi yargi alanlari tize-
rine cok sayida yazisi yayinlanmis, Norvec’te bir dizi hukuk fakdiltesinde ders
vermistir. Oslo Barosu bilinyesinde Siginmacilik ve Gdcmenlik Hukuku Davalari
Calisma Grubu baskani olarak yaptigi calismalardan dolayr Oslo Barosu Onur
Odiili'ne layik goriilmiistir.

JACKI MUIRHEAD

Jacki Muirhead was appointed Chambers Administrator at Devereux
Chambers, London, UK, in November 2015. Her previous roles include Prac-
tice Director at FJ Cleveland LLP, Business Manager at Counsels’ Chambers
Limited and Deputy Advocates Clerk at the Faculty of Advocates, UK.

Su anda Devereux Chambers isimli hukuk firmasinda st diizey yonetici olar-
ak gorev yapan Jacki Muirhead bu gorevinden once Cleveland Hukuk Firmasi
calisma direktori, Counsel’'s Chambers Limited isimli hukukcular odasinda sef
katip ve Avukatlar Fakiltesi’nde (Faculty of Advocates) pazarlama midurd
olarak calismistir.

ANTONIA POTTER PRENTICE

Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015-a global
network of humanitarian and development organisations. Prentice has ex-
tensive experience on a range of humanitarian, development, peacemaking
and peacebuilding issues through her previous positions, including interim
Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint Peace Fund for Myanmar and providing
technical advice to the Office of the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary Gen-
eral to the Yemen peace process. Prentice has also been involved in various
international organisations including UN Women, Dialogue Advisory Group,
and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue. Prentice co-founded the Athena
Consortium as part of which she acts as Senior Manager on Mediation Sup-
port, Gender and Inclusion for the Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) and as
Senior Adviser to the European Institute for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluslarinin ve kalkinma &rgtitlerin-
in kiiresel agdi olan ittifak 2015'in direktoriidiir. Prentice, Myanmar igin Ortak
Baris Fonu'na gecici Kidemli Cinsiyet Danismani ve Birlesmis Milletler Genel
Sekreteri Yemen Ozel Elcisi Ofisi’ne teknik tavsiyeler vermek de dahil olmak
lizere insancil faaliyetler, kalkinma, baris yapma ve baris insasi gibi konularda
sivil toplum biinyesinde 17 yillik bir calisma tecriibesine sahiptir. BM Kadinlari,
Diyalog Danisma Grubu ve insani Yardim Diyalogu Merkezi gibi cesitli uluslar-
aras! orgitlerde gorev yapan Prentice, kuruculari arasinda yer aldigi Athe-
na Konsorsiyomu Arabuluculuk Destegi, Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kaynastirma
icin Kriz Yénetimi insiyatifinde yoneticilik ve Avrupa Baris Enstitiisii'ne (EIP)
basdanismanlik yapmaktadir.
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CATHERINE WOOLLARD

Catherine Woollard is the current Secretary General for ECRE, the Euro-
pean Council for Refugees and Exiles, a pan-European alliance of 96 NGOs
protecting and advancing the rights of refugees, asylum seekers and
displaced persons. Previously she served as the Director of the Brussels
Office of Independent Diplomat, and from 2008 to 2014 she was the Ex-
ecutive Director of the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO)-a
Brussels-based network of not-for-profit organisations working on conflict
prevention and peacebuilding. She also held the positions of Director of Pol-
icy, Communications and Comparative Learning at Conciliation Resources,
Senior Programme Coordinator (South East Europe/CIS/Turkey) at Trans-
parency International and Europe/Central Asia Programme Coordinator at
Minority Rights Group International. Woollard has additionally worked as
a consultant advising governments on anti-corruption and governance re-
form, as a lecturer in political science, teaching and researching on the EU
and international politics, and for the UK civil service.

Catherine Woollard, Avrupa Milteci ve Suirglinler Konseyi (ECRE) Genel Sekret-
eri’dir. ECRE, Avrupa tlkelerinin ittifakina dayali ve uluslararasi koruma alanin-
da calisan yaklasik 96 sivil toplum kurulusunun tye oldugu bir agdir. Gegmiste
Bagimsiz Diplomatlar Grubu'nun Briiksel Ofis Direktori olarak calisan Wool-
lard 2008-2014 yillari arasinda catismanin 6nlenmesi ve barisin insaasi lizerine

calisan sivil toplum kuruluslarinin olusturdugu bir ag olan Avrupa Baris ingaasi

irtibat Biirosu’nun direktérii olarak gérev yapmistir. Conciliation Resources’da
Siyaset, iletisim ve Karsilagtirmali Ogrenme Birimi Direkt6ri, Transparency In-
ternational’da Giineydogu Avrupa ve Tirkiye Kidemli Program Koordinatord,
Minority Rights Group’da Avrupa ve Orta Asya Program Koordinatord olarak
gorev yapmistir. Hiikiimetlere yolsuzluk konusunda danismanlik hizmeti ver-
mis, akademisyen olarak Birlesik Krallik'taki kamu kurumu calisanlarina siya-
set bilimi, AB lizerine egitim ve arastirma ve uluslararasi politika alanlarinda
dersler vermistir.
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COUNCIL OF EXPERTS
UZMANLAR KURULU UYELERI

BERTIE AHERN

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a position
to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial appointments as
well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining moment of Mr Ahern’s
three terms in office as Taoiseach was the successful negotiation of the
Good Friday Agreement in April 1998. Mr Ahern held the Presidency of
the European Council in 2004, presiding over the historic enlargement of
the EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Government in 2008 Mr Ahern
has dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively involved with
many groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The In-
ter Action Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of
the International Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country;
Honorary Adjunct Professor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in NUI
Maynooth; Member of the Kennedy Institute of NUI Maynooth; Member of
the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin; Member of the Varkey Gems
Foundation Advisory Board; Member of Crisis Management Initiative;
Member of the World Economic Forum Agenda Council on Negotiation and
Conflict Resolution; Member of the IMAN Foundation; Advisor to the Leg-
islative Leadership Institute Academy of Foreign Affairs; Senior Advisor to
the International Advisory Council to the Harvard International Negotia-
tion Programme; and Director of Co-operation Ireland.

Tecriibeli bir siyasetci olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gorevinden sonra
irlanda Cumhuriyeti Bagbakani olarak gérev yapmistir. Bertie Ahern’in bag-
bakanlik yapti§i donemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilinin Nisan ayinda
Hayirll Cuma Anlasmasr’yla sonuclanan baris gorlismesi miizakerelerinin
baslatiimasi olmustur. Ahern, 2004 yilinda Avrupa Konseyi baskanhgi gorevi-
ni ylrdtirken Avrupa Birligi'nin tye Ulke sayisinin 27°ye ciktigi tarihsel siirec-
te payi olan en 8nemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda aktif siyasetten
cekilen Bertie Ahern o tarihten bu yana biitlin zamanini catisma ¢dzimi ca-
lismalarina ayirmakta ve bu amacla pek cok grupla temaslarda bulunmak-
tadir. Ahern’in hali hazirda sahip oldugu lnvanlar sunlardir: The Inter Acti-

on Council Egbaskanligi, Clinton Kiiresel insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask Ulkesindeki
Catisma Uzerine Calisma Yiiriiten Uluslararasi Grup Uyeligi, irlanda Ulusal
Universitesi Arabuluculuk ve Catismaya Miidahale B&limii Fahri Profesér-
ligu, Berlin Kiiltiirel Diplomasi Enstitiisii Uyeligi, Varkey Gems Vakfi Danis-
ma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz idaresi inisiyatifi Uyeligi, Diinya Ekonomik Forumu
Miizakere ve Catisma Coziimii Forumu Konsey Uyeligi, Harvard Uluslararas
Mizakere Programi Uluslararasi Danismanlar Konseyi Basdanismani.

DERMOT AHERN

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Government
Minister and was a key figure for more than 20 years in the Irish peace
process, including in negotiations for the Good Friday Agreement and the
St Andrews Agreement. He also has extensive experience at the EU Coun-
cil level, including as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional
and Lisbon Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gegmiste irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilligi ve kabinede bakanlik gérevle-
rinde bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir siire irlanda baris stirecinde
anahtar bir rol oynamistir ve bu siire icinde Belfast Anlasmasi (Hayirh Cuma
Anlasmasi) ve St. Andrews Anlasmasi icin yapilan miizakerelere dahil olmus-
tur. AB Konseyi seviyesinde de dnemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern, AB Anayasasi
ve Lizbon Antlasmalari stirecinde de 8nemli bir arabulucu ve imzaci olmustur.
2005 yilinda donemin Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan tarafin-
dan BM Reformu konusunda 6zel temsilci olarak atanmistir.

Prof. Dr. MEHMET ASUTAY

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle Eastern and Islam-
ic Political Economy & Finance at the Durham University Business School,
UK. He researches, teaches and supervises research on Islamic political
economy and finance, Middle Eastern economic development and finance,
the political economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish
political economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic
Economics and Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic
Economics, as well as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic
Social Science. He is the Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British Soci-
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ety for Middle Eastern Studies); and of the IAIE (International Association
for Islamic Economics).

Dr. Mehmet Asutay, ingiltere’deki Durham Universitesi’nin isletme Fakiilte-
si’nde Ortadogu’nun islami Siyasal Ekonomisi ve Finansi alaninda profesor
olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Asutay Tiirk ve Kiirt siyasal ekonomisi, islami siya-
sal ekonomi, ve Ortadogu’da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler vermekte,
arastirmalar yapmakta ve yapilan arastirmalara danismanlik yapmaktadir.

ALi BAYRAMOGLU

Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since 1994, he has
contributed as a columnist for a variety of newspapers. He is currently a
columnist for daily Karar. He is a member of the Wise Persons Committee
in Turkey, established during the peace process between 2013-2015.

Ali Bayramoglu, yazar ve siyasi yorumcudur. 1994 yilindan bu yana cesitli ga-
zetelerde kdse yazarh@i yapti. Halen, giinliik Karar gazetesinde kdse yazmaya
devam etmektedir. Tirkiye’de 2013-2015 yillari arasinda gerceklesen Coziim
Siirecinde Akil insanlar Heyeti tiyesidir.

Prof. CHRISTINE BELL

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh, Scotland. She
is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assistant Principal (Global Justice)
at the University of Edinburgh, Co-director of the Global Justice Acade-
my, and a member of the British Academy. She was chairperson of the
Belfast-based human rights organization, the Committee on the Admin-
istration of Justice, from 1995-7, and a founder member of the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission established under the terms of the
Belfast Agreement. In 1999 she was a member of the European Com-
mission’s Committee of Experts on Fundamental Rights. She is an expert
on transitional justice, peace negotiations, constitutional law and human
rights law. She regularly conducts training on these topics for diplomats,
mediators and lawyers, has been involved as a legal advisor in a number of
peace negotiations, and acted as an expert in transitional justice for the
UN Secretary-General, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and UNIFEM.

iskogya’nin baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiiriiten bir hukukgudur. Edin-
burgh Universitesi’nde Anayasa hukuku profesorii olarak ve ayni liniversi-
te biinyesindeki Kiiresel Adalet Projesinde Miidir yardimcisi olarak gorev
yapmaktadir. ingiliz Akademisi liyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillari arasinda
Belfast merkezli insan Haklari érgiitii Adalet idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve
Belfast Anlasmasi sartlari gergevesinde kurulan Kuzey irlanda insan Haklari
Komisyonu kurucu tyesi olarak gorev yapti. 1999’da ise Avrupa Komisyonu
Temel Haklar Uzmanlar Komitesi Uyeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik alan-
lari Gegis Donemi Adaleti, Baris Miizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve insan
Haklari olan Prof. Bell, ayni zamanda bu konularda diplomat, arabulucu ve
hukukculara egitim vermekte, BM Genel Sekreterligi, insan Haklari Yiiksek
Komiserligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM’in de dahil oldugu kurumlarda hukuk danisma-
ni olarak gorev yapmaktadir.

ORAL CALISLAR

Oral Calislar completed his studies at the Ankara University Faculty of
Political Sciences. Was President of the Club of Socialist Thought at the
university, as well as Secretary-General of the Ankara University Stu-
dent Union. Wrote for Tiirk Solu journal which was launched in 1967 and
for the Aydinlik journal which was launched in 1968. Was member of
the editorial board of Aydinlik journal. Was arrested after the 12th of
March 1971 military coup. Remained imprisoned for three years until the
Amnesty law adopted in 1974. Was Editor in Chief for the Aydinlik daily
newspaper launched in 1978. Was arrested again after the 12th of Sep-
tember 1980 military coup and released in August 1988 after four years
in prison. Lived in Hamburg between 1990 and 1992 upon the invitation
of the Senate of Hamburg. Worked for Cumhuriyet daily between 1992
and 2008. Broadcast television programmes on different channels, in-
cluding TRT, 24TV, 360, and SKYTURK. Transferred from Cumhuriyet
daily to Radikal daily in 2008. Between 2004-2007, he was in board of
Turkish Journalists Association. He has a permanent press card. Became
Editor in Chief for Taraf daily in 2013. Was part of the Wise People Com-
mittee in the same year. Later had to leave Taraf daily alongside Halil
Berktay, Alper Gormiis, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar,
and Yildiray Ogur, among others, after the intervention of the Giilen
Congregation. Returned to Radikal daily. Started writing for Posta daily
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after 2016, when Radikal was discontinued. Continues work as a com-
mentator on TV news channels. Has 20 published books, including The
Leaders’ Prison, Hz. Ali, Mamak Prison from the 12th of March to 12t
of September, The Kurdish Issue with Ocalan and Burkay, My 68 Mem-
oirs, The Alevis, When Deniz and Friends Were Executed, My Childhood
in Tarsus, The History of Gulenism. Recipient of a large number of jour-
nalism and research awards. Married (1976) to author and journalist ipek
Calislar. Father of author Resat Calislar.

Oral Calislar Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi’'nde egitimini ta-
mamladi. Universitede Sosyalist Fikir Kuliibii baskanligini ve Ankara Univer-
sitesi Ogrenci Birligi genel sekreterligini yapti. 1967°de kurulan Tiirk Solu ve
1967’de kurulan Aydinlk dergileri icin yazdi. Ayrica Aydinlik dergisinin yayin
kurulu Uyesiydi. 12 Mart 1971 darbesinden sonra tutuklandi ve 1974’te af
yasasl ¢lkana kadar Uc yil cezaevinde kaldi. 1978 yilinda cikan Aydinlik Gaze-
tesi’nin yazi isleri miduirlugind yapti. 12 Eyliil 1980 darbesi sonrasinda tek-
rardan tutuklandi ve dort yil cezaevinde kaldiktan sonra Agustos 1988’de
tahliye edildi. Hamburg Senato’sunun daveti lzerine gittigi Hamburg'da
1990-1992 yillari arasinda yasadi. 1992 ve 2008 yillari arasinda Cumhuri-
yet Gazetesi’nde calisti. TRT, 24TV, 360 ve SKYTURK de dahil olmak tizere
cesitli kanallarda televizyon programi yapti. 2008 yilinda Cumhuriyet’ten
Radikal Gazetesi'ne gecis yaptl. 2004-2007 yillari arasinda Tiirkiye Gaze-
teciler Cemiyeti Yonetim Kurulu’ndaydi. Kendisinin stirekli basin karti bu-
lunmaktadir. 2013 yilinda Taraf Gazetesi Yazi isleri Mudiri oldu. Ayni yil
Akil insanlar Heyeti'nde yer aldi. Daha sonra, Giilen Cemaati’nin miidahalesi
sonucunda, Halil Berktay, Alper Gérmiis, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu,
Mithat Sancar, Yildiray Ogur ve digerleriyle birlikte Taraf’tan ayrildi. Ra-
dikal’e geri donis yapti. Radikal Gazetesi kapandiktan sonra, 2016 yilinda
Posta Gazetesi icin yazmaya basladi. Televizyon programlarina siyaset yo-
rumcusu olarak katilmaya devam etmektedir. 20 kitap yayinlamistir. Bunla-
rin arasinda ‘Liderler Hapishanesi’, ‘Hz. Ali, ‘Mamak Askeri Cezaevi’, ‘Ocalan
ve Burkay’la Kiirt Sorunu’, ‘68 Anilarim’, ‘Aleviler’, ‘Denizler idama Giderken’,
‘Cocuklugumun Tarsus’u’ ve ‘Fetullahcilifin Tarihi’ de bulunmaktadir. Gaze-
tecilik ve arastirma alanlarinda bircok ddiile sahiptir. 1976°dan beri yazar ve
gazeteci ipek Calislar ile evlidir. Yazar Resat Calislar’in babasidir.

CENGIiZ CANDAR

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely respect-
ed online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey and the Middle East.
He is a former war correspondent and an expert on the Middle East. He
served as a special adviser to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal.
Cengiz Candar is a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm Uni-
versity Institute for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve kose yazari olan Gandar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesi
icin kose yazarhgi yapmistir. Al Monitor haber sitesinde kdse yazarlidi yap-
maktadir. Ortadogu konusunda énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir dénem sa-
vas muhabiri olarak calismis veTurkiye eski Cumhurbaskani merhum Turgut
Ozal’a 6zel danismanlik yapmistir.

ANDY CARL

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution and public partic-
ipation in peace processes. He believes that building peace is not an act of
charity but an act of justice. He co-founded and was Executive Director of
Conciliation Resources. Previously, he was the first Programme Director
with International Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of Practice at the
School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an adviser to a number
of peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive Peace and Transition Initi-
ative at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Legal Tools for Peace-Making
Project in Cambridge, and the Oxford Research Group, London.

Andy Carl catisma ¢oziimii ve baris slireclerine kamusal katiimin saglanma-
si lizerine calisan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barisin insaasinin bir hayirseverlik
faaliyetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi cabasi olduguna inanan Carl,
catisma Cozimi alaninda calisan etkili kurumlardan biri olan Conciliation
Resources’un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dénem Uluslararasi Uyari (internati-
onal Alert) isimli kurumda Program Direktorl olarak gdrev yapan Carl, halen
Edinburgh Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi biinyesinde Fahri Bilim Kurulu Uyesi
olarak gdrev yapmaktadir. Baris insasi lizerine galisan Cenevre Mezunlar in-
siyatifi biinyesindeki Baris ve Gegis Dénemi Inisiyatifi, Cambridge’te yiirii-
tiilen Barisin Insasi igin Yasal Araclar Projesi ve Londra’da faaliyet yiiriiten
Oxford Arastirma Grubu gibi bir dizi kurum ve olusuma danismanlik yapmaya
devam etmektedir.
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Dr. VAHAP COSKUN

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Dicle in Diyar-
bakir where he also completed his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in law.
Coskun received his PhD from Ankara University Faculty of Law. He has
written for Serbestiyet and Kurdistan24 online newspaper. He has pub-
lished books on human rights, constitutional law, political theory and so-
cial peace. Coskun was a member of the former Wise Persons Commis-
sion in Turkey (Central Anatolian Region).

Dr. Vahap Coskun Diyarbakir’da, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde 6§-
retim lyesidir. Lisans ve lisansiistii egitimini Dicle Universitesi’nde tamamla-
diktan sonra Ankara Universitesi’nde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamistir. Serbes-
tiyet ve Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Coskun, insan haklari,
anayasa hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu kitaplar yayinlamis-
tir. Coskun, Akil insanlar Komisyonu’nun ic Anadolu bélgesi liyesiydi.

AYSEGUL DOGAN

Aysegiil Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews, created news
files and programmes for independent news platforms. She studied at the
Faculty of Cultural Mediation and Communications at Metz University,
and Paris School of Journalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara
bureau of Agence-France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier Inter-
national and at the Kurdish service of The Voice of America. She worked
as a programme creator at Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist for
the Turkish edition of Le Monde Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at the
Kurdology department of National Institute of Oriental Languages and
Civilizations in Paris. She worked on political communications for a long
time. From its establishment in 2011 to its closure in 2016, she worked as
a programmes coordinator at IMC TV. She prepared and presented the
programme “Glindem Miizakere” on the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina ¢zel roportaj, haber dosyasi ve programlar
hazirlayan gazeteci Aysegiil Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiiltiirel
ve lletisim Fakiiltesi’nin ardindan egitimine Paris Yiiksek Gazetecilik Okulu’n-
da devam etti. Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP’nin Ankara, Cour-
rier International’in Paris biirosunda ve Amerika’nin Sesi Kiirtce servisinde
gazeteciligi deneyimledi. Radyo Ekin’de programci, Le Monde Diplomatique

Turkce'de cevirmen gazeteci olarak calistl. Paris’te yasadigi siire icinde Dogu
Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri Enstitisi Kiirdoloji bolimiinde okutmanlk yapti.
Uzunca bir siire siyaset iletisimi ile ilgilendi. 2011'de kurulan IMC TV 2016’da
kapatilana dek; program koordinatori olarak calisti. Ayni kanalda “Giindem
Mizakere” programini hazirladi ve sundu. Halen tlkesindeki pek cok meslek-
tasi gibi etik ilkelere bagli; bagimsiz bir gazeteci olarak calisma arayis, istek
ve heyecanini koruyor.

VEGARD ELLEFSEN

Vegard is a Norwegian diplomat who retired 31 August 2019 from the for-
eign service when he left his last posting as ambassador to Ankara. He
has been twice posted to NATO both as Permanent representative on the
North Atlantic Council and deputy to the same position. He has earlier
been posted to the Norwegian mission to the U.N. in New York and to the
Embassy in Ottawa. In the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs he has
been Political Director, Director General for the Regional division, Director
of the Minister’s secretariat and special envoy to the Sudan peace talks
and special envoy to Syria and Iraq. Mr. Ellefsen has a Master in Political
Science from the University of Oslo.

Norvecli bir diplomat olan Vegard, 31 Adustos 2019°da disislerinden
emekli oldugunda Ankara’da biiylikelgi olarak gérev yapmaktaydi. ki
kere NATO’ya atanan Vergard, Kuzey Atlantik Konseyi Daimi Temsilcisi
ve Daimi Temsilci Yardimcisi olarak gorev yapmistir. Daha dncesinde de
New York’ta Norvec Birlesmis Milletler Daimi Temsilciligi'nde ve Ottowa
Biiyiikelciligi'nde bulundu. Norveg Dis isleri Bakanhgrnda Siyasi isler Di-
rektori, Bolgesel Bolinme Genel Miidiirii, bakanin Ozel Kalem Miidirligi
Direktori, Sudan baris miizakereleri 6zel temsilcisi ve Suriye ve Irak 6zel
temsilcisi olarak gérev aldi. Ellefsen Oslo Universitesi’nde Siyaset Bilimi
yiksek lisansi yapmistir.

Prof. Dr. FAZIL HUSNU ERDEM

Dr. Fazil Hiisnii Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and Head of
the Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle University, Diyarbakir. In
2007, Erdem was a member of the commission which was established to
draft a new constitution to replace the Constitution of 1982 which was
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introduced following the coup d’etat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the
Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister
Erdogan, in the team that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia
Region.

Fazil Huisnii Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Anayasa Hukuku Ana-
bilim Dali Baskanidir. 2007’de, 1980 darbesinin takiben yirirlige giren 1982
darbe anayasasini degistirmek lzere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama komis-
yonunda yer almistir. Erdem, 2013'de Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikimeti tarafin-
dan Demokratik acilim ve ¢dzlim siireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil insanlar
Heyeti Uyesidir.

Prof. Dr. SALOMON LERNER FEBRES

Professor Dr. Salomén Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy from Uni-
versité Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President of the Center
for Democracy and Human Rights and Professor and Rector Emeritus of
Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. He is former President of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Peru. Prof. Lerner has given many talks
and speeches about the role and the nature of university, the problems of
scholar research in higher education and about ethics and public culture.
Furthermore, he has participated in numerous conferences in Peru and
other countries about violence and pacification. In addition, he has been
a speaker and panellist in multiple workshops and symposiums about the
work and findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru.
He has received several honorary doctorates as well as numerous recog-
nitions and distinctions of governments and international human rights

institutions.

Prof. Salomdn felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini Belcika’dakiUniversité
Catholique de Louvain’de tamamlamistir. Peru’daki Pontifical Catholic Uni-
versitesi'nin onursal rektorl sifatini tasiyan Prof. Salomén Lerner Febres,
ayni (iniversite biinyesindeki Demokrasi ve insan Haklari Merkezi'nin de bas-
kanligini yapmaktadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlasma Komisyonu eski baskanidir.
Universitenin rolii ve dogasi, akademik calismalarda karsilasilan zorluklar,
etik ve kamu kiiltiiri konulu cok sayida konusma yapmis, siddet ve pasifizm
konusunda Peru basta olmak lizere pek cok tlkede yapilan konferanslara ko-
nusmaci olarak katilmistir.

Prof. MERVYN FROST

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and was former
Head of the Department of War Studies, at King’s College London, UK. He
was previously Chair of Politics at the University of Natal, Durban, South
Africa and was President of the South African Political Studies Associ-
ation. He currently sits on the editorial boards of International Political
Sociology and the Journal of International Political Theory, among others.
He is an expert on human rights in international relations, humanitarian in-
tervention, justice in world politics, democratising global governance, the
just war tradition in an era of New Wars, and ethics in a globalising world.

Londra’daki King’s College’in Savas Calismalari bdlimintin baskanhidini
yapmaktadir. Daha 6nce Giiney Afrika’nin Durban sehrindeki Natal Uni-
versitesi'de Siyaset Bilimi boliminiin baskanhgini yapmistir. Giiney Afrika
Siyaset Calismalari Enstitlsi Baskanligi gorevinde de bulunan Profesor
Frost, insan Haklari ve Uluslararasi iligkiler, insancil Miidahale, Diinya Si-
yasetinde Adalet, Kiiresel Yonetimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni Savaslar
Doneminde Adil Savas Gelenegi ve Kiiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi konular-

da uzman bir isimdir.

DAVID GORMAN

David has more than 25 years of experience in the field of peacemaking.
He started his career in the Middle East and he went on to work for in-
ternational organisations on a wide range of conflicts around the world.
David has been based in the Philippines, Indonesia, Liberia, Bosnia as well
as the West Bank and Gaza and has been working in Eurasia for the last
several years. He graduated from the London School of Economics, was
featured in the award winning film ‘Miles and War’ as well as several pub-
lications and has published several articles on mediation.

David’in baris insasi alaninda 25 yildan fazla deneyimi bulunmaktadir. Da-
vid kariyerine Orta Dogu’da basladi ve daha sonra uluslararasi kurumlarda,
diinyanin gesitli yerlerinde olan catismalar lizerinde calisti. Kendisi Filipinler,
Endonezya, Liberya, Bosna, Bati Seria ve Gazze’de bulundu. Son birkac yildir
da Avrasya bolgesinde calismaktadir. David London School of Economics’den
mezun oldu, &dulli ‘Miles and War’ filminde ve cesitli yayinlarda yer aldi ve
arabuluculukla ilgili cesitli makaleler yayimladi.
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MARTIN GRIFFITHS

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and currently the UN’s
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
after previously serving as the UN’s Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010
he was the founding Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in
Geneva where he specialised in developing political dialogue between gov-
ernments and insurgents in a range of countries across Asia, Africa and
Europe. He is a co-founder of Inter Mediate, a London based NGO devoted
to conflict resolution, and has worked for international organisations in-
cluding UNICEF, Save the Children, Action Aid, and the European Institute
of Peace. Griffiths has also worked in the British Diplomatic Service and
for the UN, including as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (Geneva), Deputy to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York),
Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordi-
nator in the Balkans and Deputy Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria
(UNSMIS).

Kidemli bir uluslararasi arabulucu olan eski Birlesmis Milletler Yemen Ozel
Temsilcisi Martin Griffiths, Birlesmis Milletler insani Yardim Koordinasyon
Ofisi’nde (OCHA) insani Yardim ve Acil Durum Yardimi Koordinatorii Genel
Sekreter Basyardimcisi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa
kitalarindaki cesitli tilkelerde hiikiimetler ile isyanci gruplar arasinda siyasal
diyalog gelistirilmesi tizerine calisan Cenevre’deki insani Diyalog Merkezi’'nin
(Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue) kurucu direktori olan Martin Griffiths
1999-2010 yillari arasinda bu gorevi stirdlirmistiir. Catisma ¢dziimi Uzerine
calisan Londra merkezli Inter Mediate’in kuruculari arasinda bulunan Griffit-
hs, UNICEF, Save the Children ve Action Aid isimli uluslararasi kurumlarda
da goérev yapmistir. ingiltere Diplomasi Servisi'ndeki hizmetlerinin yani sira
Birlesmis Milletler blinyesinde Cenevre Ofisi’nde insani Faaliyetler Bolimi’'n-
de yonetici, New York ofisinde Acil Yardim Koordinatori yardimeiligi, Blytik
Goller (Great Lakes) bolgesinde insani Yardim Koordinatori, Balkanlarda BM
Bolgesel Koordinatéri ve BM eski Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan’in BM ve Arap
Birligi adina Suriye 6zel temsilciligi yaptigi donemde kendisine bas danisman-
Ik yapmustir.

KEZBAN HATEMi

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is registered
with the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked as a self employed
lawyer, as well as Turkey’s National Commission to UNESCO and a cam-
paigner and advocate during the Bosnian War. She was involved in drafting
the Turkish Civil Code and Law of Foundations as well as in preparing the
legal groundwork for the chapters on Religious Freedoms and Minorities
and Community Foundations within the Framework Law of Harmonization
prepared by Turkey in preparation for EU accession. She has published
articles on women’s, minority groups, children, animals and human rights
and the fight against drugs. She is a member of the former Wise Persons
Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister Erdogan, and sits
on the Board of Trustees of the Technical University and the Darulacaze
Foundation.

istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nden mezun olduktan sonra istanbul
Barosuna kayitll olarak avukatlik yapmaya baslamistir. Serbest avukatlik
yapmanin yani sira UNESCO Tirkiye Milli Komisyonu'nda hukukcu olarak
gorev yapmis, Bosna savasi sirasinda siirdiriilen savas karsiti kampanyalar-
da aktif olarak yer almistir. Tirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi'ne Uyelik slireci geregi
hazirlanan Uyum Yasalari Cergeve Yasasinin Dini Ozgirliikler, Azinliklar ve
Vakiflar ile ilgili bolimlerine iliskin hukuki calismalarda yer almis, Tiirk Ceza
Kanunu ve Vakiflar Kanunu’nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda gorev almis-
tir. insan haklari, kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, cocuk haklari, hayvan haklari
ve uyusturucu ile miicadele konularinda cok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’in basbakanligi déneminde olusturulan Akil insanlar Heye-
tinde yer almistir. Bunun yani sira istanbul Universitesi ile Dariilacaze Vakfi
Mutevelli heyetlerinde gérev yapmaktadir.

Dr. EDEL HUGHES

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Lecturer in Law at the School of Law, National
University of Ireland, Galway. Prior to joining NUI Galway, Dr. Hughes
was a Senior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex University and previously
worked at the University of East London and the University of Limer-
ick. She was awarded an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human Rights
Law from the National University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and 2009,
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respectively. Her research interests are in the areas of international
human rights law, public international law, and conflict transformation,
with a regional interest in Turkey and the Middle East. She has pub-
lished widely on these areas.

Dr. Edel Hughes, Ulusal Irlanda Galway Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde
dgretim Uyesidir. Daha 6nce Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde ki-
demli 6gretim liyesi olarak gérev yapmis ve ayrica Dogu Londra Universitesi
Hukuk Fakiiltesi ve Limerick Universitesinde calismistir.Hughes, yiiksek li-
sans ve doktorasini 2003-2009 yillari arasinda irlanda Ulusal Universite-
si'nde Uluslararasi insan Haklari Hukuku alaninda tamamlamistir. Hughes’un
bircok yayininin da bulundugu calisma alanlari icinde, Orta Dogu’yu ve Tiir-
kiye'yi de kapsayan sekilde, uluslararasi insan haklari hukuku, uluslararasi
kamu hukuku ve catisma ¢éziimii yer almaktadir.

KADIR INANIR

Kadir inanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed actor and
director, and has starred in well over a hundred films. He has won several
awards for his work in Turkish cinema. He graduated from Marmara Uni-
versity Faculty of Communication. In 2013 he became a member of the
Wise Persons Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yénetmen Kadir inanir, 100’ askin filmde rol almis ve Tiirk
sinemasina katkilarindan dolayi pek cok ddile layik goriismustir. 1949 se-
nesinde Ordu, Fatsa’da dogan inanir, Marmara Universitesi iletigim Fakdiltesi
Radyo-Televizyon Boliimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde baris stire-
cini yénetmek amaciyla kurulan Akil insanlar Heyeti’ne Akdeniz Bolgesi tem-
silcisi olarak girmistir.

Prof. Dr. AHMET iNSEL

Professor Ahmet insel is a former faculty member of Galatasaray Univer-
sity in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne University, France.
He is Managing Editor of the Turkish editing house, lletisim, and member
of the editorial board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist
at Cumhuriyet newspaper and an author who published several books and
articles in both Turkish and French.

iletisim Yayinlari Yayin Kurulu Koordinatérligiini yiiriiten Ahmet insel, Gala-
tasaray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesi'nde 6gretim
liyesi olarak gorev yapmistir. Birikim Dergisi yayin kolektifi Uyesi ve Cumhu-
riyet Gazetesinde kdse yazaridir. Tiirkce ve Fransizca olmak iizere ¢cok sayida
kitabi ve makalesi bulunmaktadir.

ALEKA KESSLER

Aleka Kessler works as Project Officer at the Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue (HD). Having joined HD in 2017 to work on Syria, Aleka has been
coordinating mediation project in complex conflict settings. Previously,
Aleka also worked with Médecins Sans Frontiéres and the United Nations
Association Mexico. She holds a degree in International Relations from the
University of Geneva and a Master’s degree in Development Studies from
the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Gene-
va, where she specialized in humanitarian affairs, negotiation and conflict
resolution.

Aleka Kessler insani Diyalog Merkezi'nde (HD) proje sorumlusu olarak ca-
ismaktadir. Suriye lzerinde calismak icin 2017 yiinda HD’ye katilan Kess-
ler, karmasik catisma ortamlarinda arabuluculuk projesini ylrtitmektedir.
Kessler daha dnce Sinir Tanimayan Doktorlar ve Meksika Birlesmis Milletler
Dernegi'nde calismistir. Lisans egitimini Cenevre Universitesi Uluslararasi
iliskiler B&llimi’nde tamamlayan Kessler, daha sonra yiiksek lisansini yine
Cenevre’de bulunan Uluslararasi ve Kalkinma Calismalari Yiiksek Lisans Ens-
titist’nde (IHEID) Kalkinma Calismalari alaninda yapti. Kessler insani yardim,

arabuluculuk ve catisma ¢6ziimi alanlarinda uzmanlasmistir.

AVILA KILMURRAY

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiating team for the Good
Friday Agreement and has written extensively on community action, the
women’s movement and conflict transformation. She serves as an adviser
on the Ireland Committee of the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well
as a board member of Conciliation Resources (UK) and the Institute for
British Irish Studies. She was the first Women’s Officer for the Transport
& General Workers Union for Ireland (1990-1994) and from 1994-2014 she
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was Director of the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland, manag-
ing EU PEACE funding for the re-integration of political ex-prisoners in
Northern Ireland as well as support for community-based peace building.
She is a recipient of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy
through the European Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is working as a con-
sultant with The Social Change Initiative to support work with the Migrant
Learning Exchange Programme and learning on peace building.

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucusudur ve bu siyasi
partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirll Cuma Anlasmasi miizakerelerine
katilmistir. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve catismanin déniistimi gibi ko-
nularda cok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve irlanda’da aralarinda
Conciliation Resources (Uzlasma Kaynaklari), the Global Fund for Community
Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar icin Kiirsel Fon) , Conflict Resolution Servi-
ces Ireland (irlanda Catisma Coziimii Hizmetleri) ve the Institute for British
Irish Studies (Britanya ve irlanda galismalari Enstitiist) isimli kurumlarda y6-
netim kurulu lyesi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. 1990-94 yillari arasinda Ulasim
ve Genel isciler Sendikas’'nda Kadinlardan Sorumlu Yénetici olarak calismis
ve bu gdrevi yerine getiren ilk kadin olmustur. 1994-2014 yillari arasinda Ku-
zey irlanda Toplum Vakfinin direktrligiinii yapmis ve bu gorevi sirasinda
eski siyasi mahkumlarin yeniden entegrasyonu ile barisin toplumsal zeminde
yeniden insasina dair Avrupa Birligi fonlarinin idaresini yiiréitmistir. Avrupa
Vakiflar Merkezi tarafindan verilen Yenilik¢i Hayirseverler Raymond Georis
Odiili'niin de sahibidir.

Prof. RAM MANIKKALINGAM

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the Dialogue
Advisory Group, an independent organisation that facilitates political dia-
logue to reduce violence. He is a member of the Special Presidential Task
Force on Reconciliation in Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the Universi-
ty of Amsterdam. Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri Lankan
peace process to then President Kumaratunga. He has served as an advi-
sor with Ambassador rank at the Sri Lanka Mission to the United Nations
in New York and prior to that he was an advisor on International Security
to the Rockefeller Foundation. He is an expert on issues pertaining to con-
flict, multiculturalism and democracy, and has authored multiple works on

these topics. He is a founding board member of the Laksham Kadirgamar
Institute for Strategic Studies and International Relations, Colombo, Sri
Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Bélimii'nde misafir Profesér olarak
gorev yapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet baskanina baris stireci icin danisman-
lik yapmistir. Danismanlik gorevini hala siirdirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlari
arasinda catisma, cokkdltiirliiliik, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram
Manikkalingam, Sri Lanka'daki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Calismalar ve
Uluslararasi iligkiler Enstitiisi’niin kurucu tiyesi ve ydnetim kurulu tyesidir.

BEJAN MATUR

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She has pub-
lished ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing she focuses mainly
on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue, minority issues, prison literature
and women’s rights. She has won several literary prizes and her work has
been translated into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the
Diyarbakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the Daily
Zaman, and occasionally for the English version, Today’s Zaman.

Turkiye’nin 6nde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alaninda
yayimlanmis 10 kitabi bulunmaktadir. 2012 yilinin basina kadar yazdidi diizenli
kose yazilarinda Kiirt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, glindelik siyaset, azinlik so-
runlari, cezaevi yazilari ve kadin sorunu gibi konulari islemistir. Yapitlari 28
degisik dile cevrilen Matur, cok sayida edebiyat 6diilli sahibidir. Diyarbakir
Kiltlir ve Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmustur.

Prof. MONICA MCWILLIAMS

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Justice Insti-
tute at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She currently serves on a
three-person panel established by the Northern Ireland government to
make recommendations on the disbandment of paramilitary organisations
in Northern Ireland. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof.
McWilliams co-founded the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition political
party and was elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotia-
tions, which took place in 1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a
member of the Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003.
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Prof. McWilliams is a signatory of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and
has chaired the Implementation Committee on Human Rights on behalf
of the British and Irish governments. For her role in delivering the peace
agreement in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one recipient of the
John F. Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesi'ndeki Gecis Dénemi Adaleti
Enstitlisi’ne baglh Kadin Calismalari Bolimi’'nde dgretim Uyesidir. 2005- 2011
yillari arasinda Kuzey irlanda insan Haklari Komisyonu Komiseri olarak Kuzey
irlanda Haklar Beyannamesi icin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu olarak gé-
rev yapmistir. Kuzey irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucularindan olan Prof.
McWilliams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirl Cuma) Baris Anlasmasi’nin imzalan-
maslyla sonuclanan Cok Partili Baris Gorlismeleri’nde yer almistir.

HANNE MELFALD

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for eight years including as the Senior Adviser to the Secretariat of the
Foreign Minister of Norway before she became a Project Manager in
HD’s Eurasia office in 2015. She previously worked for the United Na-
tions for six years including two years with the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan as Special Assistant to the Special Repre-
sentative of the Secretary-General. She has also worked for the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Nepal and
Geneva, as well as for the Norwegian Refugee Council and the Norwe-
gian Directorate of Immigration. Melfald has a degree in International
Relations from the University of Bergen and the University of California,
Santa Barbara, as well as a Master’s degree in Political Science from the
University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, basdanismanlik dahil olmak tizere 8 yil boyunca Norvec Disis-
leri Bakanlidi biinyesinde cesitli gorevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yilindan itibaren
insani Diyalog icin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde Proje Mudiiri
olarak calismaya baslamistir. Gecmiste Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde gorev
almis, bu gérevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis Milletler’in Afganistan Yar-
dim Misyonunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel Temsilcisi olarak gérev yapmis-
tir. Ayrica Birlesmis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi blinyesinde bulunan Nepal
insani Yardim Koordinasyon Ofisinde de gérev almistir. Bir dénem Norvec

Siginmacilar Konseyi ve Norveg Gécmenlik isleri Miidirligiinde calisan Han-
na Melfald Norvec’in Bergen ve ABD’nin Kaliforniya Universitelerinde aldig
Uluslararasi iligkiler egitimini Olso Universitesinde aldigi Siyaset Bilimi yiik-
sek lisans egitimiyle tamamlamistir.

ROELF MEYER

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace processes hav-
ing advised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, Burundi, Iraq,
Kosovo, the Basque Region, Guyana, Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar, and
South Sudan. Meyer’s experience in international peace processes stems
from his involvement in the settlement of the South African conflict in
which he was the government’s chief negotiator in constitutional nego-
tiations with the ANC’s chief negotiator and current South African Pres-
ident, Cyril Ramaphosa. Negotiating the end of apartheid and paving the
way for South Africa’s first democratic elections in 1994, Meyer continued
his post as Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the Cabinet of the new
President, Nelson Mandela. Meyer retired as a Member of Parliament and
as the Gauteng leader of the National Party in 1996 and co-founded the
United Democratic Movement (UDM) political party the following year.
Retiring from politics in 2000, Meyer has since held a number of interna-
tional positions, including membership of the Strategy Committee of the
Project on Justice in Times of Transition at Harvard University.

Roelf Meyer, Giiney Afrika’daki baris siirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti adi-
na basmiizakereci olarak gorev yapmistir. O donem Afrika Ulusal Kongresi
(ANC) adina basmiizakereci olarak gorev yapan ve su an Giliney Afrika devlet
baskani olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte ylrittligl mizakereler sonrasinda
Giiney Afrika’daki irkci apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994 yilinda Ulke-
deki ilk 6zgir secimlerin yapilmasi saglanmistir. Yapilan secim sonrasi yeni
devlet baskani secilen Nelson Mandela kurdugu ilk hiikiimette Roelf Meyer’e
Anayasal lliskilerden Sorumlu Bakan olarak gérev vermistir. Roelf Meyer
2011-2014 yillari arasinda Giiney Afrika Savunma Degerlendirme Komitesine
baskanlik yapmis, ayni zamanda aktif olan bazi baris stireglerine dahil olarak
Kuzey Irlanda, Sri Lanka, Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova, Bask Bolgesi, Guya-
na, Bolivya, Kenya, Madagaskar ve Giiney Sudan’da catisan taraflara danis-
manlhk yapmistir.
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MARK MULLER QC

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street Chambers (Lon-
don) and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates (Edinburgh) where he special-
ises in public international law and human rights. Muller is also currently
on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby Team of Mediation Ex-
perts and is the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian peace talks. He has
many years’ experience of advising numerous international bodies, such
as Humanitarian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-Mediate (London) on conflict
resolution, mediation, confidence-building, ceasefires, power-sharing, hu-
manitarian law, constitution-making and dialogue processes. Muller also
co-founded Beyond Borders and the Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Bilirosu’'na ve
Edinburg’daki iskog Avukatlar Birligi'ne bagli olarak calisan tecriibeli bir hu-
kukcudur. Uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve insan haklari hukuku alaninda uzman
olan Muller, Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi cesitli catisma alanlarinda
uzun seneler catisma ¢ézim, arabuluculuk, catismasizlik ve iktidar paylasi-
mi konusunda danismanlik hizmeti vermistir. 2005'den bu yana insani Diya-
log icin Merkez (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue), Catisma Otesi (Beyond
Borders) ve Inter Mediate (Arabulucu) isimli kurumlara kidemli danismanlik
yapmaktadir. Harvard Hukuk Fakiiltesi tiyesi olan Muller bir dénem ingilte-
re ve Galler Barosu insan Haklari Komisyonu baskanligi ve Barolar Konseyi
Hukukun Ustiinliigi Birimi bagkanligi gérevlerini de yiirtitmiistiir. Kiilttirel di-
yalog yoluyla barigi ve uluslararasi anlayisi tesvik etme amaciyla iskogya'da
kurulan Sinirlar Otesi (Beyond Borders) isimli olusumun kurucusu olan Muller
halen BM Siyasal iligkiler Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Destek Ekibinde
Kidemli Arabuluculuk Uzmani olarak gorev yapmaktadir.

AVNi O0ZGUREL

Mehmet Avni Ozgiirel is a Turkish journalist, author and screenwriter.
Having worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sabah and Radikal,
Ozgiirel is currently the editor in chief of the daily Yeni Birlik and a TV pro-
grammer at TRT Haber. He is the screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish film,
Zincirbozan, on the 1980 Turkish coup d’état, Sultan Avrupa’da (2009), on
Sultan Abdiilaziz’s 1867 trip to Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010): Késem Sul-
tan, on Késem Sultan. He is also the screenwriter and producer of 2014

Turkish film, Darbe (Coup), on the February 07, 2012 Turkish intelligence
crisis. In 2013 he was appointed a member of the Wise Persons Commit-
tee in Turkey established by then Prime Minister Erdogan.

Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgiirel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal
gibi cesitli gazetelerde haber miidirligl ve kdse yazarhdi yapti. 2013 yilin-
da Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hikiimeti tarafindan Demokratik acilim ve cdzim
slireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir. 1980 darbesini
konu eden belgesel film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdiilaziz’in 1867°de Av-
rupa’ya yaptigi yolculugu konu eden Sultan Avrupa’da (2009), Mahpeyker:
Késem Sultan (2010) ve 7 Subat Milli Istihbarat Teskilati (MiT) operasyonunun
anlatildigr “Darbe” filmleri senaristligini ve yapimciligini tstlendigi projeler
arasindadir. Ozgiirel, su anda Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi ve genel yayin y&-
netmenidir. Ayrica TRT Haber’de program yapmaktadir.

Prof. JOHN PACKER

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Director of the
Human Rights Research and Education Centre (HRREC) at the University
of Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer has worked for inter-governmental or-
ganisations for over 20 years, including in Geneva for the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and for the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004, Prof. Pack-
er served as Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of the Office
of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities in The Hague. In
2012-2014, Prof. Packer was a Constitutions and Process Design Expert
on the United Nation’s Standby Team of Mediation Experts attached to the
Department of Political Affairs, advising in numerous peace processes and
political transitions around the world focusing on conflict prevention and
resolution, diversity management, constitutional and legal reform, and the
protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanada'da Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde dogent
ve Insan Haklari Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Research and
Education Centre) midurdidir. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler Yiksek
Komiserligi, Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitii ve BM insan Haklari Yiksek Ko-
miserligi gibi Cenevre’de bulunan hikiimetler arasi drgltlerde calismistir.
1995’ten 2004’e kadar Lahey’de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danismani, ardindan
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da Ulusal Azinliklar Yiksek Komiserligi birinci miidiirii olarak gérev almistir.
2012-2014 yillarinda Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar Ekibi siyasi iliskiler
biriminde Anayasa ve Siireclerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer aldi. Diinyadaki
bircok baris siireci ve siyasi gecisler konusunda danismanlik yapan Pecker,
catisma Onleme ve ¢ozimd, cesitlilik yonetimi, anayasa ve hukuk reformlari

ve insan haklari korumasina odaklanmistir.

JONATHAN POWELL

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate, an NGO devot-
ed to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014, Powell was appointed
by former Prime Minister David Cameron to be the UK’s Special Envoy
to Libya. He also served as Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from
1995 to 1997 and again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997
to 2007. Prior to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British
Government’s chief negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and
played a key part in leading the peace negotiations and its implementation.

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asya’da yasanan catismalarin ¢ozimii Uzeri-
ne calisan ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlesik Krallik
merkezli Inter Mediate’in kurucusudur ve icra Kurulu Bagkanidir. 2014 yilinda
Birlesik Krallik Bagbakani David Cameron tarafindan Libya konusunda Ozel
Temsilci olarak atanmistir. 1995-2007 yillari arasinda Birlesik Krallik eski
Basbakani Tony Blair kabinesinde Basbakanlik Personel Daire Baskanligi go-
revinde bulunmus, 1997 yilindan itibaren Kuzey irlanda sorununun céziimii
icin yapilan gorlismelere Britanya adina basmizakereci olarak katilmistir.
1978-79 yillari arasinda BBC ve Granada TV icin gazeteci olarak calismis,
1979-1994 yillari arasinda ise Britanya adina diplomatlik yapmistir.

Sir KIERAN PRENDERGAST

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served as the
Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the United Nations from
1997 to 2005 and as High Commissioner to Kenya from 1992 to 1995 and
to Zimbabwe from 1989 to 1992. During his time at the UN, Prendergast
stressed the human rights violations and ethnic cleansing that occurred
during the War in Darfur and was involved in the 2004 Cyprus reunifica-
tion negotiations. Since his retirement from the UN, he has conducted

research at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs (United
States) and is a member of the Advisory Council of Independent Diplomat
(United States). Prendergast also holds a number of positions, including
Chairman of the Anglo-Turkish Society, a Trustee of the Beit Trust, and
Senior Adviser at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Digisleri Bakanligi biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tirkiye, israil,
Hollanda, Kenya ve ABD’de diplomat olarak calismistir. Birlesik Krallik Disis-
leri ve Milletler Toplulugu Biirosu’nun (Foreign and Commonwealth Office)
Guney Afrika’daki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen birimine
bagkanlik etmistir. Bir dénem BM Siyasal iligkiler Biriminde Miistesar olarak
calismis, BM Genel Sekreteri’nin Baris ve Glvenlik konulu yonetim kurulu
toplantilarinin diizenleyiciligini yapmis, Afganistan, Burundi, Kibris, Demok-
ratik Kongo Cumhuriyeti, Dogu Timor gibi bolgelerde baris cabalarina dahil

olmustur.

RAJESH RAI

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of expertise in-
cluding human rights law, immigration and asylum law, and public law. He
has been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (London) since 2015 and has also
been a Director of an AIM-listed investment company where he led their
renewable energy portfolio. Rai is a frequent lecturer on a wide variety of
legal issues, including immigration and asylum law and freedom of expe-
rience (Bar of Armenia), minority linguistic rights (European Parliament),
and women’s and children’s rights in areas of conflict (cross-border con-
ference to NGOs working in Kurdish regions). He is also Founder Director
of HIC, a community centred NGO based in Cameroon.

1993 yilinda ingiltere ve Galler Barosu’na kaydolmustur. insan Haklari Hu-
kuku, Gocmenlik ve Siginma Hakki hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel uzman-
lik alanlaridir. Kamerun’daki HIC isimli sivil toplum orgiiti ile Uganda’daki
Human Energy isimli sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dénem The Joint Council for
the Welfare of Immigrants-JCWI-(Gécmenlerin Refahi icin Ortak Konsey)
direktorliglinii yapmistir. Basta ingiltere ve Galler Barosu insan Haklari Ko-
misyonu adina olmak tizere uluslararasi alanda 6zellikle Avrupa, Asya, Afrika,
ABD ve Hindistan'da cok cesitli hukuki konular izerine seminerler ve dersler
vermistir.
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Sir DAVID REDDAWAY

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as
Chief Executive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London.
During his previous career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice, he served as Ambassador to Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador
to Ireland (2006-2009), High Commissioner to Canada (2003-2006),
UK Special Representative for Afghanistan (2002), and Charge d’Af-
faires in Iran (1990-1993). His other assignments were to Argentina,
India, Spain, and Iran, where he was first posted during the Iranian
Revolution.

Halen cesitli 6zel sirket ve Uiniversitelere danisman, yonetim kurulu tye-
si ve konstltasyon uzmani olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yilinin Ocak
ayindan bu yana Londra Universitesi biinyesindeki Goldsmith Koleji'nde
Konsey lyesi ve Goldsmith sirketinde yonetici katip olarak gdrev yap-
maya baslamistir. Bir dénem Birlesik Krallik adina Tiirkiye ve irlanda
Cumbhuriyeti Biytikelcisi olarak gérev yapan Reddaway bu gorevinden
once Birlesik Krallik adina Kanada'da Yiksek Misyon Temsilcisi, Afga-
nistan’da Ozel Temsilci, iran’da ise Diplomatik temsilci olarak gorev-
yapmistir. Bu gbrevlerinin yani sira ispanya, Arjantin, ve Hindistan'da
diplomatik gorevler lstlenmistir.

Prof. NAOMI ROHT-ARRIAZA

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of Law
at the Hastings College of Law, University of California (San Francis-
co) and is renowned globally for her expertise in transitional justice,
international human rights law, and international humanitarian law.
She has extensive knowledge of, and experience in, post-conflict pro-
cedures in Latin America and Africa. Roht-Arriaza has contributed to
the defence of human rights through legal and social counselling, her
position as academic chair, and her published academic works.

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin San Francis-
co sehrindeki UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda
6gretim Uyesi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Gecis Dénemi Adaleti, insan
Haklari ihlalleri, Uluslararasi Ceza Hukuku ve Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlari
gibi konular uzmanlik alanina girmektedir.

Dr. MEHMET UFUK URAS

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal Greens
and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of the Greens
and the Equality and Democracy Party. He was previously a former
leader of the now-defunct University Lecturers’ Union (Ogretim Ele-
manlari Sendikasi) and was elected the chairman of Freedom and
Solidarity Party in 1996. Ufuk resigned from the leadership after the
2002 general election. Ufuk ran a successful campaign as a “common
candidate of the Left”, standing on the independents’ ticket, backed
by Kurdish-based Democratic Society Party and several left-wing,
environmentalist and pro-peace groups in the 2007 general election.
He resigned from the Freedom and Solidarity Party on 19 June 2009.
After the Democratic Society Party was dissolved in December 2009,
he joined forces with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the Peace and De-
mocracy Party group. On 25 November 2012, he became a co-founder
and member of social liberal Greens and the Left Party of the Future,
founded as a merger of the Greens and the Equality and Democracy
Party. Ufuk is a member of the Dialogue Group and is the writer of
several books on Turkish politics.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras istanbul Universitesi iktisat Fakiiltesi’nde lisans,
yiiksek lisans ve doktora &grenimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletveki-
li secilene kadar istanbul Universitesi iktisat Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve
Uluslararas lliskiler Bélimii’nde yardimci dogent doktor olarak gérev
yapmistir. 22 Temmuz 2007 genel secimlerinde istanbul 1. Bélge’den ba-
gimsiz milletvekili adayr olmustur. Secimlerin sonucunda %3,85 oraniyla
yani 81.486 oy alarak istanbul 1. Bélge’den bagimsiz milletvekili olarak 23.
dénem meclisine girmistir. Segimler dncesinde liderliginden ayrildigi Oz-
glirliik ve Dayanisma Partisi (ODP) Genel baskanlhigina 11 Subat 2008’de
yapilan 5. Olagan Kongresi'ni takiben geri donmistiir. 17 Haziran 2009
tarihinde, partinin dar grupcu bir anlayisa kaydigi diisiincesi ve sol siya-
setin daha genis bir yelpazeye ulasmasi iddiasiyla bir grup arkadasiyla
Ozgiirlik ve Dayanisma Partisi'nden istifa etmistir. ODP’den ayrilisiyla
birlikte Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi kurulus siirecine katilmistir. DTP’nin
19 kisiye dislip grupsuz kalmasindan sonra, Kiirt sorununun parlamen-
toda ¢Oziilmesi gerektigini savunarak Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP)
grubuna katiimistir. Ufuk Uras, secim siirecinde, kurulus cagrisini yaptigi
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Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi’ne tiye olmustur. 25 Kasim 2012’de kurulan
Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisinin kurucularindandir ve ayni zamanda PM
tiyesidir. Uras’in cok sayidaki yayinlari arasinda “ODP Séylesileri”, “ide-
olojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist Arastirmalari Destek Odiill), “Sezgiciligin
Sonu mu?”, “Baska Bir Siyaset Mimkiin”, “Kurtulus Savasinda Sol”, “Siya-
set Yazilar” ve “Alternatif Siyaset Arayislari” “Sokaktan Parlamentoya”
“S0z Meclisten Disar1” ve “Meclis Notlari” adli kitaplari da bulunmaktadir.
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