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FOREWORD

This report focuses on the social and political dynamics in Turkey on the road to
the elections. Highlighting the rise of authoritarianism following the transition to
the Presidential System of Government, Bayramoglu notes that pushing Kurdish
actors out of politics is among the most notable instances of this rise. Bayramoglu
foregrounds the underlying dynamics of this general framework, and the impor-
tance of accurately analyzing Turkey on the run-up to the elections. He empha-
sises that during this anticipatory period, the social, political and global circum-
stances, the political balances and actors, as well as the uncertainties surrounding
the Presidential elections must be carefully investigated. During the run-up to the
elections, Bayramoglu notes that five factors in particular may influence the po-
litical trajectory, and balances among the political actors. These factors are: 1)
inflation and the economic crisis, which are exacerbated by the irrational actions
of the government, 2) Erdogan’s potential decision to resort to manipulation re-
garding the Kurdish issue and imrali in order to hurt support for the HDP, 3) ge-
ostrategic developments, which help equate Erdogan with success and growth in
foreign policy, 4) the Six-Party Alliance’s presidential candidate, and 5) the effect
of the results of the parliamentary election on the outcome of the second round of
presidential elections, which are to take place fifteen days later. The report metic-
ulously interprets Turkey’s internal dynamics and the characteristics of its political

parties, and provides a framework to the reader on the run-up to the elections.

The opinions expressed in the report are those of the writer, and do not reflect
the official position of DPI. This research was sponsored by the governments of

Norway, Switzerland and Ireland.

Kerim Yildiz

Chief Executive Officer
Democratic Progress Institute
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Bu rapor, Tirkiye segimlere yaklasirken varolan toplumsal ve siyasi dinamikleree
odaklanmaktadir. Cumhurbaskanligr Hiikiimet Sistemi’ne gegisle birlikte tlkedeki
otoriter ortamin hizla yikselise gegtiginin altini cizen Bayramoglu, Kiirt aktorlerin
siyasi alanin disina itilmesinin bu duruma verilebilecek en belirgin 6rneklerden biri
oldugunu belirtiyor. Bayramoglu, bu genel gergevenin altinda yatan dinamikleri ve
Tirkiye'yi segimler yaklasirken nasil dogru bir sekilde analiz etmek gerektigini éne
cikariyor. Segime giden siiregte, toplumsal-siyasal-global iklimin, siyasi denge ve
aktorlerin, Cumhurbaskanligl se¢cimleri etrafindaki belirsizliklerin incelenmesi ge-
rektigini vurguluyor. Bayramoglu, secimlere yaklasilan bu donemde, siyasi gidisati
ve siyasi dengeleri etkileyebilecek beg faktériin dnemini belirtiyor. Bu faktorler su
sekilde siralanabilir: 1) iktidar kaynakl ortaya ¢ikan ve gittikge derinlesen ekono-
mik kriz ve yiikselen enflasyon, 2) Erdogan’in Kiirt meselesi ve imrali konusuna dair
potansiyel manipiilasyonun HDP oylar tzerindeki etkisi, 3) dis politikada basa-
ri-glic-bllyiime duygusunun Erdogan’la iligskilendirecek jeo-stratejik ilerlemeler, 4)
Altilh Masanin cumhurbagkani adayi ve 5) parlamento segim sonuglarinin 15 giin
sonra yapilacak muhtemel cumhurbaskanhgi ikinci tur segimleri lizerindeki etkisi.
Rapor, llke i¢i dinamikleri ve siyasi partilerin 6zelliklerini detayh sekilde agiklaya-

rak secime giden yolda okuyucuya bir gergeve gizmektedir.

Raporda ifade edilen goriligler yazara aittir ve DPI’'nin resmi gorlislinii yansitmamak-
tadir. Bu arastirma Norveg, isvigre ve irlanda hiikiimetleri tarafindan tarafindan fi-

nanse edilmistir.

Kerim Yildiz

[cra Kurulu Baskani
Demokratik Geligsim Enstitiisii
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FRAMEWORK:
AN OVERVIEW OF CURRENT POLITICS

Itis not long until Turkey’s general elections now, which are expected to be held
in June 2023. The social and political mobilization to this end areaccelerating
by the day. This is the AK Party’s 21* year in power. The last 5 years of its reign
since the 2017 Constitutional referendum have passed under the Presidential
Government System. This system, makes Erdogan undisputedly the sole owner
of political power, through the personalization of the executive and the practice
of a de facto union of forces. Securitarian and authoritarian political practices
are utilized to this end, and Turkey drifts further away from the rule of law.
Politicization of the judiciary under the control of the government, arbitrary
practices, arrests, and the arbitrary exclusion of Kurdish actors from the political
arena are all instances of this drift. We must also note the nationalist surge fuels
social support for these practices. This surge intersects with securitarian and

authoritarian practices in discourse, as well as in domestic and foreign politics.

Under these circumstances, the separation and competition that determines polit-
ical life emerges between the supporters and opponents of authoritarianism-pop-
ulism. The blocs that exist among the political parties is a typical indicator of this
separation. Except for the AK Party and MHP, which make up the ruling duo,
all political parties represented in the parliament, both right- and left-wing, are
on the side of the opposition. In short, the main segregation and polarization in

Turkey is political rather than sociological and cultural at this time.

The ruling bloc, representing the authoritarian tendency, is the product of a
deep alliance between actors connected by historical roots, and its structure

goes much beyond being dependent on the singular political will of Erdogan.

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

CERCEVE:
SiYASi PANORAMA

2023"iin Haziran ayinda yapilmasi beklenen secimlere az siire kaldi. Bu istika-
metteki toplumsal ve siyasi seferberlik her gecen giin hizlaniyor. AK Parti'nin
iktidardaki 21. yili. Bunun son 5 yili, 2017 Anayasa referandumun bu yana,
Cumhurbagkanligi Hiikiimet Sistemi altinda gegti. Bir bagkanlik rejimi ver-
siyonu olan bu sistem, ytirtitmenin sahsilesmesi ve fiili bir kuvvetler birligi
uygulamasiyla Erdogan’t siyasal giiciin tartismasiz tek sahibi yapiyor. Giiven-
lik¢i ve otoriter siyasi uygulamalar da bu istikamette ve iilke hukuk devleti
kurallarindan uzaklasan bir istikamette ilerliyor. Yarginin iktidarin denetimi
altinda siyasallagmasi, keyfi uygulamalar, tutuklamalar, Kiirt aktorlerin siya-
si alandan keyfi bigimde digslanmasi 6rnek olarak sayilabilir. Ayrica, bunlara
kismi toplumsal destek olusturan bir milliyetci dalganin da altini ¢izmek ge-
rekiyor. Bu dalga, séylemde, i¢ ve dis siyasette giivenlikci ve otoriter uygula-

malarla kesisiyor.

Bu iklim altinda siyasi hayati belirleyen ayrisma ve yarigsma, bu gercevede,
otoritarizm-popiilizm yandaslari ile kargitlar1 arasinda ortaya ¢ikiyor. Siyasi
partiler arasindaki bloklasma bu ayrismanin tipik gostergesi. Tktidar ikilisini
olusturan AK Parti ve MHP disinda, mecliste temsil edilen, sagdan sola uza-
nan tim siyasi partiler kargitlar tarafinda yer aliyor. Velhasil, tilkedeki temel
ayrisma ve kutuplasma, bu donemde, sosyolojik ve kiilttirel olmaktan ¢ok si-
yasi nitelik tagryor.

Siyasi ve kiiltiirel egilimler itibariyle heterojen yapida olan kargitlarin ortak
noktasi, hukuk devletine, parlamenter sisteme, devlette kurumsal igleyin ima

ettigi rasyonaliteye geri dontis. Bu ortak nokta, ayrismanin siyasi niteligini

TORKIYE'DEKI MEVCUT DURUM: 2023 SEGIMLERI YAKLASIRKEN TURKIYE'DEKI SIYASI DINAMIKLER
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Established after the 15 July 2016 military coup attempt, and reinforced by
constitutional amendments, including the presidential government system,
this alliance consists of Erdogan (and the conservative majority which follows
him), right-wing nationalists, secular nationalists, and the state-military. The
unity of these formerly antagonistic actors, which were in conflict until very
recently, and the fact that they dominate the country through controlling the
connections between the state and politics, gives an idea about the depth and

the structurality of the ascendancy of authoritarianism in Turkey.

What are the dynamics which underlie this general outlook? How should Tur-
key be analysed in this framework, and in the run-up to the elections? These

are the questions which this report endeavours to answer.

l. The Social, Political and
Global State of Affairs

Any analysis touching upon the subject of Turkish politics must take into con-

sideration the four factors which shape political life.

The first factor naturally relates to social dynamics. As with all societies, class
mobility and conflicts, social movements and waves, large capital transfor-
mations, economic crises and displacements, rapid-concentrated internal mi-
gration and urbanization waves, and great changes of balance in the relations
between the periphery and the centre, determine the periods in which they
become prominent. Such social movements, tensions and tendencies create
sudden currents, pass through the filter of other determinants, are shaped by
them and shape them so that they are reflected in political life, in political rup-
tures, and in representation. As an example to such dynamics, the tendency to
individualism accompanied by great economic reforms in the 1980s, and the
identity movements arising from class-based mobility and the changes in the
periphery-centre balances in the 1990s, are among the important examples

from recent years in this respect.

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

gosterdigi gibi, aslen iktidarin otoriter yap1 ve politikalarindan kaynaklandi-
g1 gosteriyor.

Tktidar cephesi veya otoriter egilim, tekil bir siyasi iradeye, Erdogan’a bagh
olmanin Gtesinde bir yapiya sahip ve tarihsel kokleri olan aktérler arasindaki
derin bir ittifakin tirtini. 15 Temmuz 2016 askeri darbe girisiminden sonra
kurulan, cumhurbagkanlig: hiikiimet sistemi dahil, anayasal degisikliklerle
pekisen bu ittifak, Erdogan (ve onu izleyen muhafazakar cogunluk), sag milli-
yetciler-sekiiler ulusalcilar ve devlet-asker tigliistinden olusuyor. Diine kadar
catisan, antagonist bu aktorlerin birlikteligi, devlet-siyaset arasindaki baglar
kontrol ederek tilkeye hiikmediyor olmalar: tilkedeki otoriter ilerleyisin de-

rinligi ve yapisal durumu hakkinda bir fikir veriyor.

Bu genel gortintii altindaki yatan dinamikler nelerdir? Bu ¢ercevede segimlere
dogru Tiirkiye’yi nasil analiz etmek gerekir? Raporun yanitlamaya calisacag:

sorular bunlar.

|. Toplumsal-Siyasal-
Global Iklim...

Tiirk siyasetine dair her analiz siyasi hayat: sekillendiren dort faktorii dikkate

almak zorundadir.

Tk faktor dogal olarak toplumsal dinamiklerle ilgilidir. Her toplumda oldu-
gu gibi, Tirkiye'de de, siufsal hareketlilik ve ¢atismalar, sosyal hareket ve
dalgalar, biiyiik sermaye dontistimleri, ekonomik krizler ve yer degistirmeler,
hizli-kesif i¢ go¢ ve kentlesme dalgalari, cevre-merkez iligkilerindeki biiytik
denge degisiklikleri, 6ne ¢iktiklar1 dénemleri belirleyen tasiyicilardir. Bu tiir
toplumsal hareket, gerginlik ve egilimler, ani riizgarlar yaratarak, diger belir-
leyenlerin siizgecinden geger, onlarla sekillenir, onlar sekillendirir, boylece si-
yasi hayata, siyasi kirilmalara, temsil dokusuna yansirlar. Bu tiir dinamiklerle
80’lerde biiyiik ekonomik reformlar esligindeki bireylesme egilimi, 90’larda

smifsal hareketliliklerin ve ¢evre-merkez dengelerinin degismesinden dogan

TORKIYE'DEKI MEVCUT DURUM: 2023 SEGIMLERI YAKLASIRKEN TURKIYE'DEKI SIYASI DINAMIKLER
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The second factor is the ground on which these dynamics act. This ground consists
of the ancient historical determinants of Turkey. The first determining data is the
“semi-honeycomb” social structure, resembling a sponge, and which consists of
heterogeneous cultural groups and their conflicting relations. This structure is of
a nature that produces ethnic, cultural and social value-based political tensions,
and which makes them dominant. Economic inputs, segregation, international,
regional and national crises and their consequences give this sponge its consisten-
cy; sometimes they are absorbed and imprisoned by the sponge, and sometimes
they surround the sponge’s tissues and overflow. There is also a structure of com-
mon political sensibility, common to the various pores of this honeycomb struc-
ture, which is inherited by generations and which provides the second point of
historical data. This sensibility, which manifests itself with different symbols and
emphases in each cultural group, can be defined as an existential concern about
physical and cultural “patrimoine” or heritage; a mood of being under threat, and
a reflex to protect territory, and it also has the characteristics of a nation-building
element. Since Turkey is a society on the periphery of the West, the cultural and
social “other”, with its historical and contemporary dimensions, is essentially the
West, and those who are affiliated with the West in terms of values and beliefs. As
in every non-Western society on the periphery of the West, the relationship and
conflict with the other in Turkey is intertwined, and paradoxical. On the one hand,
there is a society that has intertwined its existence, power, livelihood, urban life-
style, value systems of its secular groups and public institutions with the Western
model, and has chosen the West as the direction of progress. On the other hand,
the same society and system has a national sensibility giving rise to nationalist
currents; a sensibility which pushes away the West, and is centred on anxieties
regarding the West, and which is formed by distinct but often intersecting causes

such as imperialism, territorial integrity, and value corruption.

The third factor is the “state” factor. In Turkish social and political life, the “state”
is an essential historical determinant as an interventionist, administrative, unify-
ing, identical to existence or as its supporting force. It represents institutions, tra-

ditions, law enforcement, military-civilian bureaucratic actors as well as a tutelage

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

kimlik hareketleri bu bakimdan son yillarin 6nemli 6rnekleri arasinda yer alir-

lar.

Ikinci faktor, soz konusu dinamiklerin iizerinde hareket ettigi zemindir. Bu ze-
min iilkenin kadim tarihsel belirleyenlerinden olusur. Ik belirleyici veri, kiil-
tiirel nitelikli ayrisik toplumsal gruplardan, onlara arasindaki catismali ilis-
kilerinden olusan, bir siingeri andiran, yar1 petekimsi toplumsal yapidir. Bu
yapi, olarak etnik, kiiltiirel, toplumsal deger temelli siyasi gerilimler tireten ve
bunlar baskin kilan niteliktedir. Ekonomik girdiler, ayrismalar, uluslararasi,
bolgesel, ulusal krizler ve sonuglari, bu siingere kivam verirler, bazen stinger
tarafindan emilip hapsedilir, bazen siingerin dokularini kusatir, disari tagar-
lar. Bu petekimsi yapinin farkli gézeneklerine ortak olan, kusaklar tarafindan
tevariis edilen, ikinci tarihsel veriyi olusturan, ortak bir siyasi hassasiyet ya-
pisi da vardir. Her kiiltiirel grupta farkli simge ve vurgularla tezahiir eden bu
hassasiyet, fiziki ve kiiltiirel “patrimoine”na iligkin bir varolus endisesi, tehdit
altinda olma ruh hali ve alan koruma refleksi olarak tanimlanabilir ve ulus ku-
rucu unsur Ozellikleri tasir. Bati'nin ¢eperindeki bir toplum olmast itibariyle,
gerek tarihsel gerek giincel boyutlariyla kiiltiire ve toplumsal olarak asli 6teki
Bat1 ve deger ve inan¢ anlaminda Bat1'yla iliskili olandir. Bati'nin ¢eperindeki
her Bati dig1 toplumda oldugu gibi Tiirkiye’de otekiyle iligki ve gatisma ig ice
ve paradoksaldir. Bir yandan varolusunu, giiclinii, gecimini, kentlerde yasam
bi¢imini, sekiiler gruplarin deger sistemlerini ve kamu kurumlarimi 6nemli
ol¢tide Batt modeliyle i¢ ice gecirmis, ilerleme istikameti olarak Bati'y1 segmis
bir toplum s6z konusudur. Diger yaniyla, ayni toplum ve sistem, Bati'y1 iten,
Bat1 endisesini merkez alan, emperyalizm, toprak biitiinltigii, deger yozlas-
masi gibi farkli ama sik sik kesisen, birlikte siyasallagsan gerekgelerle olusan,

milliyetci riizgarin temelinde yatan ulusal hassasiyete sahiptir.

Ugiinciisii “devlet” faktorii olarak tanimlanmalidir. Tiirk toplumsal ve siya-
sal hayatinda, “devlet”, miidahaleci, yonetici, birlestirici, varolus 6zdes veya
dayanak kuvvet olarak asli bir tarihsel belirleyendir. Kurumlar, gelenekler,
kanun gticti, askeri-sivil biirokratik aktorler kadar, bunlarin ttimiinii kusatan,

topluma ve siyasete dair bir vesayet mekanizmasini, beka ideolojisi iizerine
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mechanism regarding society and politics, a vision based on the ideology of sur-
vival, which encompasses all of these elements. It is a structure that experiences
fragmentation, conflicts and tensions within itself. The state factor, as a result of
all these features, has a power that creates a social and political ground, sets the

political course, and establishes the limits of legitimacy.

The fourth determining factor is the global. Turkey is a peripheral country, which
swiftly absorbs the international state of affairs, and social and political surges,
from the left-wing surge to nationalist-populist tendencies, and from identity
movements to Islamic politicization. Turkey’s transition to a multi-party regime,
the military coups it experienced, the axis shifts between democracy and security
are not exempt from the effects of external dynamics and climate. These have af-
fected Turkish politics and society both as a state of necessity, through the fear of
threats and danger, and by feeding into the impulses of power-seeking, isolation,

and nationalism.

Of course, these are pure or ideal types. They coexist; each of the four factors feeds
from, and into, the others. Any historical period is determined by the hierarchy

and interactions among these four factors.

What, then, is the current state of affairs?

A. The Global Input

It would behove us to begin our answer with the fourth factor. We live in a period
in which economic, social and political balances are upturned in terms of their
international grounding. Events bring forth events, engender disintegrative out-

comes, and evolve into new structures.

Developments such as the Arab Spring upsetting hitherto existing balances, start-
ing anew polarization and a covert war between the West and Islamic movements,
and triggering the most notable migration wave of recent years — such occurrences
are not just isolated instances, as they have the power to define the period and its
climate as a whole. In addition, the international arena has witnessed the emer-

gence and increase of hot conflicts and tensions between countries and states in

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

kurulu bir tasavvuru ifade eder. Kendi icinde parcalar, ¢atismalar ve gerilim-
ler yasayan bir yapidadir. Devlet faktorii, tiim bu 6zellikleriyle, toplumsal ve
siyasal zemin olusturan, siyasi gidisati belirleyen ve mesruiyet sinirlari cizen
bir gtice sahiptir.

Dordiincii belirleyen global girdiler olarak karsimiza ¢ikar. Tiirkiye, ulusla-
rarast iklimi, sol dalgadan milliyetci-popiilist egilimlere, kimlik hareketlerin-
den Islami siyasallagmaya toplumsal ve siyasal dalgalar1 hizla emen bir gevre
tilkesidir. Tiirkiye'nin ¢ok partili rejime gecisi, yasadig1 askeri darbeler, de-
mokrasi ve giivenlik arasindaki aks degisimleri dis dinamiklerin ve iklimin
etkisinden muaf degildir. Gerek zorunluluk hali olarak, gerek tehdit tehlike
endisesi tizerinden, gerekse gti¢ araysi, igi kapanma, milliyetcilik duygularim
besleyerek Tiirk siyaseti ve toplumunu etkilemislerdir.

Dogal olarak bunlar saf haller veya ideal tiplerdir. Birlikte varolurlar. Bu dort
faktérden her biri, digerlerinden beslenir ve digerlerini besler. Bir tarihsel

doénemi bunlar arasinda hiyerarsi ve etkilesim diizeni belirler.

Bugiin durum ne?

A. Global Girdiler

Yanita dordiincii faktorden baglamakta fayda var. Uluslararasi zemin baki-
mindan ekonomik, toplumsal ve siyasal dengelerin sarsildig1 bir dénemde
yastyoruz. Hadiseler hadiseleri ¢cagiriyor, doku bozucu etkiler yapiyor ve yeni

yapilara evriliyorlar.

Arap Bahari'nin pek ¢ok dengeyi altiist ederek hem Bati ve Islami hareketler
arasinda yeni bir kutuplagmaya, 6rtiilii savasa start vermesi, hem son yillarin
en carpici gog dalgasini tetiklenmesi gibi gelismeler, tekil 6rnekler olmanin
6tesinde, bir biitiin halinde, bir dénemi ve iklimini tanimlama giictine erigti-
ler. Bunun yaninda, uluslararasi arena, son birkag yildir tilkeler-devletler aras:
sicak catismalarin ve gerilimlerin dogusu ve artisina da taniklik ediyor. Dogu
Akdeniz’deki enerji havzalari, Tiirkiye-Yunanistan/Fransa arasinda oldugu

gibi sert karsilasmalar: tetikliyor. ABD-Cin’in Tayvan stirttismesi bagka bir
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the last few years. The energy basins in the Eastern Mediterranean trigger harsh
encounters, such as that between Turkey and Greece-France. The US-China Tai-
wan friction is another example. The annexation of Crimea by Russia, the war be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, and Russia and Ukraine, are ongoing hot conflicts
that deeply upset the balance. It is clear that these developments have created a
strong and new climate, and brought the strategic calculations of the state to the
foreground among other situations and calculations. Conflicts and the possibility
of conflict feed into the elements of power, weapons, and national existence. The
state gains ground against society; weapons and security against pacifist power;
expansion and conflict against cultural interaction. At the same time, balances and
perceptions are also shifting. The West, for example, currently tends to represent
a political bloc rather than a system of values, both for itself and for non-Western
countries. All these tendencies are strongly influenced by the currents of nation-
alism, immigration, and the national economy. Importantly, there are hints of a

return to the idea of a “nation-state” with closed borders.

There are also strong social repercussions to this political course of affairs. In many
countries, the search for a strong political will, national power and trust is again
moving towards becoming one of the cornerstones of politics; at the same time, a
social will that demands a single cultural order instead of the idea of a multicultur-
al society is also growing. On the one hand this feeds into authoritarian tendencies,
populist orders, their legitimization, and the intimidation of other actors. On the

other hand, it feeds into the isolationist tendency in societies.

We must add to this picture the economic crises that have arrived in waves
since 2008, and which have shaken the established liberal economy. In the last
few years, the pressure of the pandemic on economic growth, the inevitable in-
flationary policies that followed —or its inflationary consequences—, the supply
inflation that emerged with the energy supply crisis triggered by the Ukraine
war, are indicative of recession all over the world. This is experienced as a crisis
which increases unemployment, overturns class balances, and triggers insecu-

rity and anxiety.
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ornek. Kirim'in Rusya tarafindan ilhaki, Ermenistan-Azerbaycan ve Rus-
ya-Ukrayna savasi pek dengeyi derinden sarsan agik sicak catismalar. Bu
gelismelerin kuvvetli ve yeni bir iklim olusturarak, devletin stratejik hesap-
larini, diger haller ve hesaplar arasinda 6n plana ¢ikardig: agik. Catismalar
ve catisma ihtimali; giig, silah, ulusal varolus unsurlarini besliyor. Devlet,
toplum kargisinda, silah ve giivenlik, pasifik gii¢ karsisinda, genisleme ve
catisma, kiilttirel etkilesim karsisinda alan kazaniyor. Buna paralel olarak
dengeler ve algilar da kayma yasiyor. Bat1 6rnegin; hem kendisi ve hem Bati
dis1 tilkeler igin bugtin degerler sistemi olmaktan ¢ok bir siyasi blok anlam1
tasimaya ytiiz tutuyor. Biitlin bunlar, milliyetcilik, go¢, milli ekonomi esinti-
leri igeriyor. Onemlisi sinirlart kapali “ulus-devlet” fikrine geri déniige dair
ipuglar1 gozleniyor.

Siyasi gidisatin kuvvetli toplumsal yansimalar1 da oluyor. Pek ¢ok tilkede,
gliclii siyasi irade, ulusal gii¢ ve giliven arayis1 tekrar siyasetin temel taglarin-
dan birisi olmaya dogru ilerlerken, cok-kiilttirlii toplum fikrinin yerine tek
kiilttir diizenini talep eden bir toplumsal irade de biiyiiyor. Bunun bir ucu,
otoriter egilimlere, popiilist diizenlere ve mesruiyetine, sindirmesine agiliyor.

Diger ucu ise toplumlarda ici kapanma egilimini besliyor.

Bu tabloya 2008’den itibaren gesitli dalgalar halinde gelen ve yerlesik libe-
ral ekonomiyi sarsan ekonomik krizleri eklemek gerekir. Son birkag yil icinde
pandeminin ekonomik biiyiime tizerinde baskisi, bunu izleyen kagimnilmaz
enflasyonist politikalar veya bunun enflasyonist sonuglari, Ukrayna savasinin
da tetikledigi enerji tedarik kriziyle ortaya ¢ikan arz enflasyonu, tiim diinya-
da resesyon isaretleri veriyor. Issizligi biiyiiten, sinifsal dengeleri at iist eden,

giivensizlik ve endigeleri tetikleyen bir kriz olarak yasaniyor.

Ozetlemek gerekirse; diinya ufku, gelecegi, bireyi agik toplumun tanimladig,
ozgiirliikcii degerlerin hiikiimran oldugu giinlerden uzaklasiyor; hatta bunla-
ra, ekonomik, sosyal, kiiltiirel, siyasi liberalizme dair krizler yasayarak kapal
arenalara dogru ilerliyor. Bu gidigsin riski veya anlami, devletlerden siyasete

ve toplumlara uzanan otoriterlesme egilimidir.
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To summarize, the world, the future and individuals are moving away from the
period defined by the idea of the open society, when liberal values prevailed; by
experiencing crises regarding these concepts, as well as economic, social, cultural,
and political liberalism-related crises, they are moving towards closed arenas. The
risk or meaning of this trend is the tendency of authoritarianism to spread from the

states to politics and societies.

Indeed, three different layers of the authoritarian surge at the global level prove
this. The first among these is the layer of authoritarian capitalist systems. Members
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, such as China, Russia, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, and Kyrgyzstan, belong to this group. Their defining qualities are a well-dis-
ciplined and silent society, oppressive politics, and understanding of the state that
is shaped by the pursuit of power. Some of these countries are governed by elected
autocracies. Another distinctive feature of theirs, peculiar to the current period,
is the social support behind these authoritarian structures, which is harnessed
through the politicisation of identity through a nationalist rhetoric. One of the
factors that activates and nourishes nationalism is the West, or rather opposition
to the West and its values, with which these countries are historically distant, but

perceive themselves as being in competition.

On the second layer are those countries dominated by populist regimes. Populist
governments and tendencies appear in various countries and on various conti-
nents, within various blocs and different ideological inclinations. In many of these
countries, politics has a majoritarian pattern, with a personalized authoritarian
govermentcentered around a leader. Some of these are structures located in the
West or on the periphery of the West, but which deviate from Western democracy.
Sometimes, as in the example of Orban, who condemns liberal democracy, they
go beyond being a deviation, and directly challenge the concept and institution of
democracy. Some are further afield; like Maduro or Erdogan, they advocate a ma-

joritarian, idiosyncratic democracy in conflict with Western and universal values.

The third layer where anti-democratic currents prevail is related to certain political

and social tendencies. Recent developments in countries such as France, Sweden
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Nitekim global diizeyde otoriter dalgann iig farkli katmani bunu kanitliyor. T1ki,
otoriter kapitalist sistemlerin katmani. Cin, Rusya, [ran, Kazakistan, Kirgizistan
gibi tiyeleriyle Sangay Isbirligi Orgiitii'niin tiyeleri bu grubun tiirlii 6rneklerini
olusturuyor. Bunlar disiplinli-suskun toplum, baskici siyaset ve gii¢ pesinde se-
killenen devlet anlayistyla 6ne cikiyorlar. Bir kismi segimli otokrasilerle yonetili-
yor. Bu déneme has diger ayriai 6zellikleri ise, bu otoriter yapilarin arkasindaki
toplumsal destek. Bunu saglayan ise esas olarak kimlik, daha dogrusu ulusal
kimlik faktorii. Milliyetgilik, milli kimlik siyasallasmas1 bu toplumsal destegin
en onemli tagtyicist. Milliyetgiligi aktive eden ve bu rejimleri besleyen unsur-
lardan birisi ise, tarihsel bir mesafe icinde olduklari, ancak kendilerini rekabet

halinde gordiikleri Bati, daha dogrusu Bati ve degerlerine yonelik kargitlik.

Tkinci katmanda popiilist rejimlerin hakim oldugu tilkeler bulunuyor. Popii-
list iktidarlar ve egilimler, gesitli tilkelerde ve gesitli kitalarda, gesitli bloklarin
ve farkli ideolojik egimlerin iginde karsimiza cikiyorlar. Bu tilkelerin pek co-
gunda siyaset ¢ogunlukgu bir isleyise, bir lider etrafinda sahsilesmis otoriter
bir dokuya sahip. Bir kismi1 Bati’da ya da Bati'min ¢eperinde yer alan, ancak
Bat1 demokrasisinden sapma yasayan yapilar. Kimi zaman, liberal demokra-
siyi lanetleyen Orban 6rneginde oldugu gibi, sapmanin da 6tesinde, demok-
rasi kavramini ve kurumunu da kargilarina aliyorlar. Bir kismi daha disarida
yer aliyor. Maduro veya Erdogan 6rneginde oldugu Bat1 degerleri ve evrensel

degerlerle catisan, cogunlukgu, kendisine has bir demokrasiyi savunuyorlar.

Anti demokratik riizgarlarin estigi tigincti katman kimi siyasi ve toplumsal
egilimlerle ilgili. Son donemde Fransa, Isveg ve Italya’da gibi iilkelerdeki gelis-
melerle karsimiza ¢ikiyorlar. Bu tilkelerde siyasal diizen, Bati demokrasisinin
temel felsefesi ve mekanizmalarina sahip ¢iksa da toplum ve siyaset igeriden
tepkisel ve otoriter dalgalar tiretiyor. Bu dalgalar, milli devlet vurgusunun 6ne
aiktigy, cok kiiltiirliliik fikrinin diglandigy, hatta kiilttir savaglarimin filizlen-
digi, asli ve tek kiiltiire dontis egiliminin gii¢ kazandig bir siyasi-toplumsal
istikamete isaret ediyor. Bu tilkelerde, bu iklimi temsil eden, asini sagic fasi-

zan-popiilist siyasi partiler kuvvetli bir gelismeler kaydediyorlar.

TORKIYE'DEKI MEVCUT DURUM: 2023 SEGIMLERI YAKLASIRKEN TURKIYE'DEKI SIYASI DINAMIKLER

.,

19

o
L4



Ave
B 20
L 4

and Italy demonstrate that although the political order in these countries embrac-
es the fundamental principles and mechanisms of Western democracy, society
and politics produce reactive and authoritarian waves from within. These waves
point to a political-social tendency in which there is a pronounced emphasis on
the nation-state, the idea of multiculturalism is marginalized, where culture wars
emerge, and a desire to return to an original and monolithic culture gains strength.
In these countries in question, far-right fascist-populist political parties represent-

ing these tendencies are making steady progress.

There are three visibly major factors, some elements of which we outlined above,
that lay down the groundwork for such developments. First among these is the
global economic depression, exacerbated by the growth crisis of the loadbearing
economies which then spread everywhere, energy supply crises, and the cost-push
inflation. As a result of the unemployment and inequality which it fosters, the cri-
sis causes a significant degree of class-based segregation, while fundamental ex-
pectations and demands such as a moderate welfare is left unanswered. Another
factor is that as witnessed many times before in history, population migrations and
cultural encounters of this size cause convulsive outcomes. The isolation fostered
by such events and the resulting aversion to the “other” negatively affects the di-
rect proportion between democratic principles and politics. The third factor con-
sists of the rise in the discourse of acrimonious political encounters; in irrational
and radical challenges. The quest for controlling the political, ideological, cultural
and religious spheres, and conflicts rising from these attempts broaden the politi-
cal domain of the state and the government to the detriment of the public. The ISIS
wave, the constant surge of violence racking the Middle East, the Crimean crisis,
the Uyghur issue, the Russia-Ukraine war, the Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict, the
tensions between China and the US, and between Turkey and Greece, challenges

and displays of nationalism are all instances of this third phenomenon.
Can it be assumed that Turkey isn't affected by all of these developments?

The case is quite the opposite, as Turkey is located at the heart of these develop-

ments. We live at a time when, international developments, as well as Turkey’s
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Bu gelismelere zemin hazirlayan, kimi unsurlar1 yukarida belirttigimiz gorii-
niir ti¢ biiyiik faktdr bulunuyor. Niifus baskis1 altindaki tasiyici ekonomilerin
her yere sirayet eden biiytime krizi, enerji tedarik sarsintilar: ve maliyet enflas-
yonu gibi unsurlariyla derinlesen global ekonomik bunalim bunlarin birinci-
sidir. Kriz, tahrik ettigi igsizlik ve esitsizlik halleriyle ciddi sinifsal ayrismalara
yol agarken, ortalama refah gibi temel beklenti ve talepleri sistematik olarak
karsiliksiz birakiyor. Bir diger faktor, tarihte birgok kez goriildiigii gibi biiyiik
gogler ve biiytik kiiltiirel karsilasmalarin sarsici etkilerinden olusuyor. Bunun
tirettigi ice kapanma, ice kapanmanin besledigi 6teki alerjisi, demokratik ilke-
ler ve siyaset arasindaki dogru orantiy1 olumsuz etkiliyor. Uclincii faktor ise
sert siyasal karsilasma, irrasyonel ve radikal meydan okumalarin ytikselme-
siyle kargimiza cikiyor. Siyasal, ideolojik, kiiltiirel, dinsel alan kontrolii arayis
ve bu istikametteki catismalar, toplum karsisinda, devlet ve hiikiimran siyaset
alanini genisletiyor. ISID dalgasi, Ortadogu’nun silah ve 6liimle altiist olusu,
Kirim meselesi, Uygurlar sorunu, Ukrayna-Rusya savasi, Azerbaycan-Erme-
nistan ¢atismasi, Cin-ABD ya da Tiirkiye-Yunanistan gerilimi, meydan oku-

malar ve milliyetcikler bunun 6rnekleri arasinda bulunuyor.
Tiirkiye’nin bu gelismelerden payini almadig: diistintilebilir mi?

Tersine, Tiirkiye bu gelismelerin tam ortasinda yer aliyor. Ulke igin siyaset ve
toplumun ruh hali bakimindan, uluslararas: gelismelerin, tilkenin dis politik
imaj ve hamlelerinin ruh hali etkili bir dénemde yasiyoruz. Bu iklim, dev-
let-siyaset iliskisini de derinden etkileyerek tilkedeki siyasi iktidar blogunu

tahkim ediyor, siyasi ittifaklar diizenleri tiretiyor.
Bu tabloya yakindan bakmakta fayda var.

Once konjonktiirel kimi kritik girdilerin altin1 gizmek gerekiyor. 2013’ten son-
ra, Ttirkiye'nin ve Ttirk kamuoyunun su dalgalara maruz kaldu:

1.Tiirkiye, Arap Bahari’dan gelen kimlikgi riizgarlar ve otoriterlesmeye yiiz
tutan iktidar soylemi birlikte AB'nin yonlendirici referansindan uzaklagilir-
ken, esanli olarak Bati'min da Tiirkiye’ye mesafesinin artmasi, en nihayet Suri-

yei¢ savastyla birlikte Ankara’dan beklentisinin go¢gmen bekgiligine evrilmesi.
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image and movements abroad, matter, especially with regard to the psychology
of politics and the public. This atmosphere thoroughly influences the relationship
between the state and politics as well; it consolidates the ruling bloc, and gives rise

to political alliances.
Let us take a closer look to this state of affairs.

First, we must pay attention to certain critical conjunctures. Since 2013, Turkey and

the Turkish public has been subject to the following currents:

1. As the identitarian currents of the Arab Spring and the authoritarian discourse
of the government took Turkey further away from the guiding principles of the
EU, at the same time the West increased its distance from Turkey, and finally, with
the Syrian civil war, its expectations of Ankara consisted of keeping a watch over
the immigrants. 2. With the implosion of Rojava, the Kurdish issue took a new
turn and became more combative; attempts at a reconciliation and peace came to
an end, tensions between the government and the street arose, there came an end
to the reforms and a more authoritarian brand of politics was adopted. 3. The mili-
tary coup attempt took place, followed by a new alliance between the state and the
conservatives, and a state of emergency which suspended the state of law. 4. New
geopolitical developments unfolded in the Eastern Mediterranean, which had na-

tionalist outcomes. 5. The waves of migration gave rise to anti-refugee sentiments.

As a result of all these developments, isolationism became a political tendency,
both explicitly and implicitly. Indeed, Erdogan was supported by this tendency
as he changed the political paradigm from an open society to an enclosed order.
Acting opportunistically in accordance with the circumstances, he converted his
foreign political actions to currency in the domestic politics. The Blue Homeland
move, military presence in Libya, the power politics in the Eastern Mediterranean,
the virtual invasion of Northern Syria, the Iraq policy, the intermediary role in
the Russia-Ukraine war, which also valorised Turkey, and finally, the strategy and
claim to be a “great power”, based on all of these developments, as well as the new
nationalist discourse supporting all of these actions are in a way like the rings of

a chain.
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2. Rojava'nin infilakiyla Kiirt sorununun kazandig: yeni ve catismaci boyutlar;
tilkede uzlagma ve barig arayislarinin sona ermesi, iktidar sokak gerginlikleri,
reformlardan kopus ve otoriter siyasete evrilme. 3. Askeri darbe girisimi, onu
takip devlet-muhafazakar ittifak ve hukuk devletini askiya alan olagantistii hal
diizeni, 4. Dogu Akdeniz gibi yeni jeopolitik girdiler, bunlarn milliyetci etkileri.
5. Gogmen furyasiyla birlikte ortaya ¢ikan miilteci karsithg: ...

Bu girdiler hep birlikte tilkede ige kapanmay1 agik ya da ortiilii bir siyasi egi-
lim haline getirdiler. Nitekim, Erdogan nitekim agik toplumdan kapal: diizen
anlayisina giden siyasi paradigma degisikligine bu verilerin destegiyle ilerledi.
Duruma ve kogullara uygun hamlelerle kendi ig siyasi giiciinti dis politika ala-
ninda yaptig1 hamlelerden devsirdi. Mavi Vatan hamlesi, Libya’da askeri varlik,
Dogu Akdeniz’de izlenen gii¢ politikasi, Kuzey Suriye'nin fiili isgali, Irak siya-
seti, Rus-Ukrayna savasinda arabulucu ve tilkesini valorize eden tutum; bunla-
rin tizerine bina edilmis stratejik ve “biiyiik gii¢ olma’ iddias1, bunu destekleyen

yeni bir milliyetci soylem bu bakimdan bir zincirin halkalarini andirirlar.

Nitekim bugiin Erdogan’1 ayakta tutan unsurlardan birisi giiclii siyasi irade
algisy, tilkenin her seyden ¢ok buna ihtiya¢ duydugu kanaatidir. ice kapan-
ma hali burada 6nemli bir oynamustir. Ulusalci-muhafazakar kesimlerde ana
beklentiyi kuvvete ve basariya, giiclii siyasi iradeye arayisina yonlendirmis,
uluslararas: alanda gti¢-bagar iliskisi de bu arayisa kargilik olusturmustur.
I¢ siyaset bakimindan “bagimsiz Tiirkiye” ve “beka” sloganlariyla, stratejik
askeri ve diplomatik adimlarla bezenen milliyet¢i riizgar, Erdogan’a yonelik
hatir1 sayilir bir toplumsal megruiyet ve destek boyutu tiretmektedir. Ulusla-
raras1 catisma-gerginlik iklimi de bu algiya destek vermektedir. Tiirk Cum-
hurbagkanimin izledigi otoriter siyaset, diinyadaki gelismelerle de kesismekte,
hatta uyumlu gériinmektedir. Erdogan’in uluslararas: arenada, deger ve sahin
politikast itibariyle 6fke ¢ekip Bati'min simgesel 6tekilerinden birisi haline gel-
se de, global otoriter dalganin ve esnek stratejik hamlelerin temsilci ve tasi-

yicilarindan birisi olarak zaman zaman gizli bir takdirle analiz edilmektedir.

Bu “etki” nin sadece, AK Parti, MHP ve cevreleriyle sinirhi olmadigini séyle-
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Indeed, one of the elements which currently keeps Erdogan in power is the per-
ception of a strong political will, and the belief that Turkey needs this more than
anything else. The isolationism greatly contributed to this belief. As a result of this
isolationism, the nationalist and conservative sections of society mainly came to
expect power and success, and demonstrations of a strong political will; the rela-
tionship between power and success in the international arena was then formu-
lated as an answer to this expectation. In terms of domestic politics, slogans of an
“independent Turkey” and “survival” provide support to the strategic, military
and diplomatic actions of a nationalist current, and this overall atmosphere en-
genders considerable social legitimacy and support for Erdogan. The international
atmosphere of conflict and tension also supports this perception. The authoritarian
politics of the Turkish President coincides, and even fits with global developments.
In the international arena, Erdogan’s hawkish politics might attract anger, and ren-
der him as a symbolic other for the West, but as a representative and mainstay of
the global authoritarian surge and its attendant flexible and strategic moves, he is

sometimes analysed through an implicitly appreciative lens.

We must note that this “influence” isn’t limited to the AK Party, MHP and their im-
mediate circles. Even if it isn't adopted as a political discourse, the nationalist and

isolationist atmosphere also surrounds the opposition, as we shall shortly consider.

These considerations demonstrate that global developments are of fundamental

importance to analysing and understanding current Turkish politics.

B. Social and Global Developments

We must now note “social factors” as a variable of decisive importance. Our anal-
ysis shall also include clues as to how global developments are reflected in the
public and in the behavior of the opposition’s supporters, and how they shall be
reflected in the future.

What are the prevailing currents and tendencies in society?

Let us underline two points, to begin with.
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mek gerekir. Milliyet¢i ve ice kapalr iklim, siyasi bir dile dontiismese de, az

sonra dile getirecegimiz tizere, muhalif kesimi de kugsatmaktadir.

Bu hususlar, global girdilerin mevcut Tiirkiye siyasetinin analizi ve anlasilma-

sinda birinci derecede 6nem tagidigini gostermektedir.

B. Toplumsal-Siyasal Girdiler

Belirleyici bir degisken olarak “toplumsal faktor”e deginme sirasi gelmis bu-
lunuyor. Bu deginme, global girdilerin topluma ve muhtemel se¢gmen dav-

raniglarina nasil yansidigina ve yansiyacagina dair ipuglar1 da icerecektir.
Toplumsal zeminde son dénemde ne tiir hareketlilik var?
Iki hususun altin1 cizelim.

Ulkenin toplumsal tabakalagsma dinamiklerini ve fay hatlarini olusturan basta
kiiltiirel kirilma ve diger ayrismalarin, sinifsal ve cografi unsurlarin belirleme
glicti dogal olarak stirdiirmektedir. Ancak, dikkatli bir bakis, bu unsurlarin
diine oranla bugiin ayni anda iki zit yonde hareket ettigini, edebildigini goste-
rir. Bunlar, bugtin, hem dip dalgalar olarak gerilim unsuru olmay1 stirdtirmek-
te, hem s6z konusu gerilimlerin bir sonucu olarak farkl egilimler arasinda,
toplumla ilgili belli bir etki giictine sahip, gorece bir ortak alan ve ortak deger
olusumuna isaret edene entegrasyon kanallar1 veya pistleri tiremektedir. Bu
iki yonlt hareketin siyasi tutumlardaki karsilig: ise, kiiltiirel kimlikle temas
ile bu kimlikten kacis egiliminin eszamanl varligidur.

Nitekim toplumsal hayatta kiiltiirel kimliklerin siyasi tutum ve davranislari
keskin belirme giicii diine oranla azalmis goriinmektedir. Kiiltiirel kimlik
referansi (Kiirt kimligi disinda) bugiin daha muglak, kimlikler arasr iligkiler
etkilesime daha agiktir. Ayrica her kimlik, bir i¢ degisime, kimlik ici sinufsal,
fikri, hatta kiiltiirel bir ayrismaya, bir heterojenlesmeye tabi olmaktadir.

Bu degisimin nedenleri de konumuz bakimindan énemlidir.

ilk neden (yine Kiirtler disinda) farkli toplumsal kesimler arasinda, siste-

me katilma ve imkanlardan istifade ve simgesel 6zgtirliik bakimindan yillar
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The decisive power of the cultural divides and other points of division, such as
class-based and geographical elements, which determine the dynamics of social
stratification and fault lines in Turkey naturally prevail. However, a careful glance
also reveals that in contrast to the recent past, these elements are currently mov-
ing in two opposite directions; that they now have the ability to do so. Currently,
these elements are both undercurrents, contributing to the tensions, and also the
outcome of such tensions, formulating channels or fields of integration, which in-
dicate the formation of shared values and space among various tendencies, and
which have a certain social power. The political expression of this dual movement
is the simultaneous presence of a contact with cultural identity, and the tendency

to avoid this identity.

Indeed, the power of cultural identities to definitively determine political attitudes
and behaviours in public life seems to have abated compared to the recent past.
Apart from the Kurdish identity, all references to cultural identity are currently
more ambiguous, and relations among identities are more amenable to interac-
tions. Each identity, in itself, is subjected to an internal transformation, a class-

based, intellectual and even cultural separation, a heterogenization.

The first cause is that (again, with the exception of the Kurds) there now exists
a state of equalization among various social groups; the result of years of devel-
opments in participation in the system, in benefiting from various opportunities,
and in symbolic freedoms. This state of affairs indicates a neutralization of the
combative energies, and a tendency to normalization. The confrontation between
the religious and the secular, which determined the course of roughly the last
twenty-five years, brought with it natural interactions, resulting in a shared value
system, placing a relative emphasis on the individual, and transmitting currents
of transformation across a variety of identities. Although particular identities have
preserved their existence, they have partially changed shape; shared spaces have
also increased, and individuals now move within these shared spaces as much as
they do in the spaces of their particular identities. All of these indicate a tendency

to encounters, interactions, hybridization and transformation.
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icinde yaganan esitlenme halidir. Bu durum, ¢atisma enerjisinin bosalmasina
ve normallesmeye gonderme yapar. Bunun yaninda son 20-25 yili etkileyen
dindar-sekiiler karsilasmasimin igerdigi dogal etkilesimler, ortak ve gorece
birey vurgulu bir deger baskisi tiretirken, farkli kimliklerde degisim dalgala-
r1 olusturmustur. Kimlik alanlarini varligint muhafaza ederken, kismen ka-
buk degistirmisler, bunlarin yaninda ortak alanlar genislemis, bireyler kim-
lik alanlar: kadar bu ortak alanlarda hareket etmeye baslamistir. Degisimi
agiklayan bu ilk neden, karsilagsma-etkilesim-melezlesme-degisim akslarina

isaret eder.

Ikinci neden, 2002-2010 aras1 global biiyiime ikliminin de destekledigi, bii-
yiik bir fiziki modernlesmenin girdileridir. Bunlar, AK Parti doneminde artan
yiiksek egitim imkanlarina, kentlesmeye, ulasim ve saglik gibi temel kamu
hizmetlerinin yayginlasmasina ve yiikselen kalitesine isaret ederler. Erdogan
déneminde yasanan sosyolojik gorece esitlenmenin, ekonomik, sosyal ve kiil-
tiirel imkanlardan faydalanma istikametinde bu girdileri topluma yaydigim
ve etkilerini derinlestirdigi hatirlatmak gerekir. Bunlar toplumsal zeminin
dokusunu yenilemislerdir. Bu yenilen zemin ¢ercevesinde en 6nemli gelisme,
gorsel, kentsel, kiiltiirel referanslarin gesitlenmesi, gesitliligin ise mesrulasma-
ya baglamasi olmustur. Toplumsal zemin, Anadolu'nun &begi dahil hemen
her yer yerde, farkli kiiltiirel degerin giris ve ¢ikislarina iyice agilan kent-
lerde, cesitli egilim, tarz, varoluslar arasindaki etkilesimi miimkiin kilmaya
baslamugtir. Diinyayla zihni etkilesim kapilarini agan teknolojik ziplamanin
sonuglarin, yiiksek egitimin yayginlagsmasiyla ortaya ¢itkan egitim burjuvazisi
tizerinden dogan sinifsal bir hareketliligi bunlara eklemek gerekir. Biraz daha
derine bakinca, bu kez karsimiza, yukarida saydigimiz gelismelerin (kimlik
catismalar: ve karsilagmalarinin tirettigi 6grenme ve deneyimle birlikte) yillar
icinde, 6zellikle geng nesiller bakimindan bir bireylesme dalgasini tetiklemesi
cikar. Bu dalga cercevesinde kisi, kimligiyle yeni bir temas bigimi gelistirmeye
baslamustir. Birey tizerindeki kusatici kimlik baskis1 azalmis, birey kimliginin
igine girip ¢tkmaya baslamis, disarida karsilastigi kimliklerin kimi degerlerini

kendi alanina tasimis, boylece kendi aidiyetinin sinirlariyla oynamaya, onu
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The second cause is the significant material modernization which took place
between 2002 and 2010, which was also supported by the atmosphere of global
growth. These developments included the increased opportunities for higher edu-
cation during the AK Party era, urbanization, the expansion and increased quality
of basic public services such as transportation and health during the AK Party era.
It should be kept in mind that the relative social equalization which took place
under Erdogan meant that these developments were shared evenly, and that the
public benefited from economic, social and cultural opportunities, which deep-
ened their overall effect. These developments renewed the social texture. Within
the framework of this renewed ground, the most important development has been
the diversification of visual, urban and cultural references, and the legitimation of
diversity. The social ground has begun to make possible the interaction between
various tendencies, styles and existences that are open to the influence of different
cultural values almost everywhere in cities, including Anatolia. We must also con-
sider the results of the technological leap that opened the doors of mental interac-
tion with the world, and a class mobility that emerged alongside the educational
bourgeoisie that resulted from the spread of higher education. When we probe
a little deeper, we see that the developments mentioned above (along with the
learning and experience produced by identity conflicts and encounters) triggered
a wave of individuation over the years, especially for the younger generations.
Within the framework of this wave, the individual began to develop a new form
of contact with his identity. The overarching pressure of identity on the individual
decreased as the individual began to be able to enter and exit his identity at will,
as it were; he brought home certain values of the identities he encountered abroad,
thus experimenting with the limits of his own belonging, expanding and flexing
it. Such developments have led to a certain degree of escape from cultural conflict
and failed ideological discourses with their limited claims. In this framework, the
departure of politics from the domain of identity wars has become a powerful de-

mand, at least in this direction.

The third cause, it bears repeating, is related to global surges and their political

and reactionary effects. As we discussed socio-historical determinants above, we
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genigletmeye ve esnetmeye yonelmistir. Bu tiir gelismeler, kiiltiirel ¢atisma-
dan, basarisiz ve sinurl iddia tasiyan ideolojik sdylemlerden gorece bir kagisa
yol agmustir. Bu gergevede siyasetin kimlik savaglar1 ikliminden ¢ikmasi, en

azindan bu istikamette kuvvetli bir talep haline dénmuistiir.

Ugtincii nedenin global dalgalarla, bunlarin siyasal ve tepkisel etkileriyle ilgili
oldugunu tekrarlamak gerekiyor. Yukarida toplumsal-tarihsel belirleyenlerin-
den s6z ederken, kiiltiirel boliinmeler yaninda, 6zellikle Bati karsisinda (ona
6zlem duyan kesimleri de igeren) tedirgin ve reaktif ortak bir kimlik hassasi-
yetinin altin1 ¢izmistik. Bu 6zellik, son dénemdeki global girdilerle iyi aktif-
lesmistir. Bu aktiflesme, Bat1 karsisinda giig arayisi ve gii¢ soylemini benimse-
me, Bat1'yla gerginlik iginde Ortadogu, Akdeniz ve Kafkaslarda genislemeci
dis politikaya destek ve talep, miilteci kargithigi, Kiirt meselesini dig destekli
ayaklanma olarak algilama, alan korumaya yo6nelik ulus-devlet milliyetciligi
gibi pek cok gostergeyle karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kiiltiirel catismadan, ideo-
lojik soylemlerden kismi kagisa destek veren veya paralel seyreden bu gelis-
meler, siyasa talebinde milliyetcilik, giiglii devlet arayisin1 6ne ¢ikarmakta-
dir. Diger bir ifadeyle, “kimlik” bir kez daha tayin edici bir faktérdir. Ancak
bu alanda bir kayma, bir i¢ ice girme ve yenilenme hali yasanmaktadir. Bu,
dindar, sekiiler, vb gibi kiiltiirel kimlik hassasiyetlerini de igine alan, kusati-
a ulusal-ulusgu kimlik gergevesinin aktiflesmesi halidir. Kendine haslik, ige
dontiklik, milli-devlet vurgusu, bunlarla kusatilmis modern girdilerin bes-
ledigi evrensel degerlere kismen mesafeli milliyetci yeni dalga bu bakimdan
belirleyicidir. Sonug olarak sosyolojik tarlaya baktigimiz zaman bir tiir popii-
ler, siradan, kendine haslik fikrini yeniden tireten, siyasi tahayytilti ok uzun
olmayan, demokratik projelerle toplum gelecegi arasinda her zaman dogru-
dan baglanti kurmayan, giivenlik¢i ve savunmaci bir refleksin filizlendigini
goriiriiz. Muhalif kesimde Erdogan’in otoriter-popiilizmine, keyfilesmeye,
yargiin siyasallagmasina itiraz bu durumla bir ¢eliski olusturmamakta; ay-
risma doz, tslup, lider tercihi tizerinden yasanmaktadir. Bu, laik veya dindar
kiiltiirel kimlik hassasiyetlerini giiclii devlet fikriyle birlestiren bir milli kimlik

semsiyesi altina sokan bir gelismedir. Kemalist-muhafazakar fikirdaghg: ve
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highlighted the anxious and reactive sensibility of a common identity, especially
as formulated against the West (even as it encompasses the pro-Western sections in
society), as well as cultural divisions. This element has come into play particularly
as a result of recent global developments. Its rise is indicated by many signs, such
as the quest for power and the discourse of force against the West, the support and
demand for an expansionary foreign policy in the Middle East, Mediterranean
and Caucasus in tension with the West, anti-refugee sentiments, the formulation
of the Kurdish issue as a foreign-backed uprising, and a nation-state nationalism
aimed at defending the territory. These developments, which support or parallel a
partial escape from cultural conflict and ideological discourses, highlight national-
ism and the search for a strong state in policy demand. In other words, “identity”
is once again a determining factor. However, there is a shift, a state of integration
and renewal in this area. This is the activation of the overarching national identity
framework, which comprises various sensibilities of cultural identity such as reli-
gious, secular, etc. Idiosyncrasy, isolationism, an emphasis on the nation state, and
a new nationalist surge partially distanced from the universal values fed by mod-
ern developments are determining in this regard. As a result, when we look at the
sociological field, we see that a security-oriented and defensive reflex has become
the standard, which in turn reproduces a kind of populist and ordinary idea of
being unique, which does not have a long-range political imagination, and which
does not always directly connect democratic projects to the future of society. The
opposition to Erdogan’s authoritarian populism, arbitrariness and politicization
of the judiciary does not constitute a contradiction with this situation; distinction
is experienced through dosage, style and leader preference. This is a development
thatbrings the sensibilities of secular or religious cultural identities together, under
the umbrella of a national identity that combines them with the idea of a strong
state. The Kemalist-conservative consensus and alliances, a nation-state national-
ism, as well as a civic identity nationalism, military activism, and the perception of
politics as identical with power are the indicators of this situation. Finally, it should
be noted that when the state-AK Party alliance is taken into account, there is a tran-

sition, even a unity, between the “state and politics relationship” of the new era
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ittifaklar1, milli-devlet milliyetciligi, yaninda sivil kimlik milliyetciligi, askeri
aktivizm, giicle 6zdes siyaset algisi bu durumun gostergeleridir. En nihayet
sunu belirtmek gerekir: Devlet-AK Parti ittifaki dikkate alindiginda, yeni do-
nemin “devlet-siyaset” iliskisi ile alt1 ¢izilen “toplum-siyaset iliskisi arasinda
bir gecis, hatta bir biitiinliik bulunmaktadir. Devlet faktorii de karsimiza bu
gercevede cikmakta, global gelisme ve endiselerle otoriter istikrar modelinin

unsurlarindan birisi haline gelmektedir.

Il. Siyasi Denge ve Aktorler

Bu toplumsal iklimin, siyasi denge ve davranislarla ilgili gozlemlenebilir so-

nuglari neler?

Bir: Yeni siyasi ve sosyolojik dalgalarin entegratif ve standartize edici sonug-
lar1 ayrici etkilerinden gok daha giigludiir. Tki: Tiirkiye, bugiin, daha 6nce-
ki yillarda yagadig1 toplumsal calkalanmalardan, smifsal, kiiltiirel, ideolojik
kokenli sert ve altiist edici degisim dalgalarindan uzaktir. Ulkenin kadim
kiiltiirel gerginlikleri siyasi hayatta etkilerini siirdiirmekle birlikte, bunlarin
siyasallasma veya siyaseti tasima dozu gorece diismeye baglamis, tutumlar-
da ulusal-ulusalcr kimlik kiiltiirel kimlikleri kusatmaya baglamistir. Ug: Siyasi
hayati, ayrigmalar: biiyiik toplumsal kargilagsmalardan ¢ok, siyasi kutuplas-
malar belirlemektedir. Kuvvetli bir zemin olusturan kiiltiirel ve toplumsal
gerginlik ve farkliliklarin bu kutuplagsmada elbette pay1 vardir, ancak bunlar

an itibariyle asli enerji merkezi degildir.

Bu tablo temel se¢men ayrigsmalar: bakimindan karsimiza iki biiytik blok ve
iki biiyiik siyasi tarzi gikarir. Bir yanda giig-basar1 ve giivenlik vurgulu bir
toplumsal destege sahip popiilist-otoriter bir egilim yer aliyor. Diger tarafta
ise, farkli koklerden gelen, hukuk ve piyasa kurallari diizenine doniis ve uz-
lagsma taleplerini 6ne ¢ikaran bir “itiraz ve elestiri siyaseti” bulunuyor. Mu-
halif kesimin toplumsal ve kiiltiirel kokenler heterojen olmasi, kutuplasmada

siyasi niteligin altin1 6zellikle ciziyor.
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and the “society and politics relationship” which we highlighted. The state factor
appears in this framework and becomes one of the elements of the authoritarian

stability model in the context of global developments and concerns.

Il. The Political Balances and The Actors

What are the observable outcomes of this social atmosphere with regard to politi-

cal balances and behaviour?

One: The integrative and standardizing influences of the new political and socio-
logical surges overshadow their divisive influences. Two: The Turkey of current
day is a far cry from the social upheavals, and the class-based, cultural and ide-
ological currents of transformation which it experienced in previous years. Al-
though ancient cultural tensions still have an influence on political live, they have
become less political as time goes on, and a national-nationalist identity has begun
to prevail over cultural identities. Three: Rather than grand social confrontations,
political life is determined by political polarization. Of course, cultural and social
tensions and differences play some role in this polarization, but currently, they are

not at its centre.

As such, there are two large blocs and political styles regarding the electorate. One
follows a populist-authoritarian tendency, supported by those sections of society
which favour power, success, and security. The other follows a politics of objection
and criticism, diverse and multifaceted, and which highlight demands for a return
to the rule of law, to the free market, and for reconciliation. That the opposition is

socially and culturally diverse indicates the political quality of the polarization.

Which political parties are the representatives of these tendencies? On the oppo-
sition bloc, there is an official political alliance named the Nation Alliance among
CHP, the Good Party and DF, who participate in elections together. However, this
group is currently politically inactive. At the same time, there is a six-party alli-
ance among several political parties; which, in addition to the three parties above,

includes the Future Party, DEVA Party and the Felicity Party. Dialogue regarding
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Bu egilimlerin temsilcilerini adlandirarak devam edelim: Muhalif kesimde
secimlere birlikte girecek tanumli siyasi ittifak, CHP, IYI Parti ve DP’den olu-
san ve Millet Ittifaki adini tasiyan gruptur. Bu grup su an itibariyle siyasetten
inaktif haldedir. Buna karsilik, bu ti¢ partiye, Gelecek Partisi, DEVA ve Saadet
Partisi'nin katilmasiyla olusan Altili Masa olarak isimlendirilen partiler ara-
s1 politik bir faaliyet grubu bulunmaktadir. Ad1 gegen alti muhalefet partisi
arasinda temaslar ve ortak siyaset-strateji arayisi bu masa etrafinda cereyan
etmektedir. Altilh Masa, sosyal-demokrat ve sekiiler egilimi (CHP), merkez
sag egilimi (IYi Parti) ve (DP), AK Parti’den kopan muhafazakarlari (DEVA ve
Gelecek Partisi), Islami siyaset geleneginin kurucu niivesini (Saadet Partisi)
icermekte, farkli kiilttirel, sosyal ve smifsal egilimlerin birlikteligini, popii-

list-otoriter cephe karsisinda giig birligini temsil etmektedir.

Mubhalif kesimin, bunun disinda bir ikinci pargast bulunmaktadir. TYI Par-
ti'nin diglayicl tavri nedeniyle ozellikle Altih Masa’ya katilmast miimkiin
goriilmeyen HDP, bu anlamda muhalif kanadin bir ayagini, tilke sathindaki

bloklagsmanin ti¢lincti unsurunu olusturmaktadar.

Bloklarin siyasi iddia ve beklentileri ayrintilandirmak gerekirse: Altili Masa,
esas olarak iki unsuru 6ne ¢ikarmaktadir. Birinci unsur, kiiltiir savaglarindan
uzak durmak ve tilkeyi uzlasma ortamina tasimak olarak formdile edilebilir.
Tkinci unsur sahsilesmis ve keyfi 6zellikler gosteren mevcut rejime, onun da-
yanag: olan fiili kuvvetler birligi diizenine ve cumhurbagkanligi sistemine
yapilan ortak itirazdir. Ortak itirazin isaret ettigi ortak siyaset ise, parlamen-
ter sisteme geri doniis, hukuk devletinin restorasyonu, kurumlardan armma
siirecini durdurma, ekonomide rasyonaliteye ve piyasa ekonomisi kurallarina
sahip ¢ikma kalemlerinden olugmaktadir. Alti siyasi parti bu istikamette ha-
zirliklarim siirdiirtiyor ve cumhurbagkanligi secimleri icin ortak aday acikla-

yacaklarini ilan etmis bulunuyorlar.

Buna kargin Cumhur Ittifaki veya AK Parti-MHP cephesi, arkasina aldig1 dev-
let destegi ve kimi ulusalci-Kemalist gruplarla birlikte, askeri aktivizme daya-

I1 genislemeci bir beka politikasini, disiplinli toplum, toplumsal sorunlara gii-
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the search for a common vision takes place among these political parties under
the umbrella of this six-party alliance. The Six-Party Alliance is comprised of the
social democrat and secular CHP, the centre-right Good Party and DP; DEVA and
the Future Party, conservatives which splintered from AK Party; and the Felicity
Party, one of the founding political elements of the Islamic political tradition. It
represents an alliance of diverse cultural, social and class tendencies, and their sol-
idarity against the populist-authoritarian front.

There is another part of the opposition: HDF, which is unable to join the Six-Party
Alliance due to the exclusionary attitude of the Good Party, represents another
side of the opposition bloc, and the third element of the nation-wide political ten-

dencies.

What are the political claims and demands of these blocs? The Six-Party Alliance
highlights two elements in particular. Firstly, there is a tendency to steer clear of
the culture wars, and to bring about an atmosphere of reconciliation. Secondly, a
common voice of dissent is raised against the current regime, which has become
personal and arbitrary, as well as to the virtual union of powers and the presi-
dential system, both of which support the current regime. The common policies
implied by this dissent are a return to the parliamentarian system, the restoration
of the state of law, a stop to the removal of institutions, and a return to rationality
and the rules of the market economy. The six political parties are working together
to this end, and have announced that they will nominate a joint candidate for the

presidential elections.

At the same time, the People’s Alliance or the alliance between AK Party and the
MHP, supported by the state and certain nationalist-Kemalist groups, pursues an
expansionist policy of survival based on military activism, and is in favour of a
well-disciplined society, and a securitarian approach to social problems. Its unify-
ing principle is the idea of a single and powerful political will, and it highlights its

policies of power and success.

HDP, which appears to be the legal and legitimate representative of the Kurdish

issue and the Kurdish regions, has set its main policy as democratization, and at-
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venlik¢i yaklasimui siar edinmekte, tekil ve giiclii bir siyasi irade fikri etrafinda

birlesmekte, gii¢ ve basar1 politikalarini 6ne ¢ikarmaktadir.

Esasen Kiirt sorunu ve Kiirt bolgelerinin yasal ve mesru temsilcisi gortintim-
deki HDP ise, ana politikasin1 demokratiklesme olarak belirlemis, bu istika-
mette Altili Masa’da yer almak igin temaslarda bulunmus, ama olumlu yanit
alamamustir. Parlamento secimlerine yalniz bagmna girecegini, buna kargsilik
mubhalif adayin belirlenmesinde yer almak istedigini agiklamigtir. Bu konuda

da umut verici higbir gelisme bulunmamaktadir.

Mevcut siyasi dengelere, 6nemli bir arastirma serisi olan PANORAMATR nin

Ekim ay1 raporuyla kisaca goz atalim:

“Ekim 2022 itibariyle, kararsizlar dagitildiktan sonra, AK Parti ytizde 32,7;
CHP 25,3, IYI Parti 12,4; HDP ytizde 11,6; MHP yiizde 6,9; Zafer Partisi 2,7;
DEVA Partisi yiizde 2,1; Yeniden Refah Partisi 2,1; Gelecek Partisi yiizde 1,8;
SP ytizde 0,8 oy aliyor goriinmektedir.”

Kararsiz se¢men orani ise yiizde 16,4’tiir. Kararsiz se¢menin yiizde 7,8'i’si
daha 6nceki segimlerde oy vermeyen ve yasi tutmayanlardan olusmaktadir.
Geriye kalan ytizde 8,6 oranindaki “gercek” kararsizlarin yarisindan fazlas
(ytizde 5) AK parti segmenidir”®

Bu rakamlara gore, Altili Muhalefet yiizde 42,4 ile cumhur ittifakinin (ytizde
39,6) sadece 2,9 puan éniindedir. Her iki blok da mevcut halleri ile cumhurbag-
kanlig1 seciminde ytizde 50 bandinin gegebilecek oy oranina ulasmamaktadir.
HDP muhalefete dahil edildiginde muhalefet bloku hem ytizde 54 ile Cumhur
Ittifakini yaklagik 15 puan gegmekte hem de kazanma esigini asmaktadir...

Bu tablonun se¢imlere kadar biiyiik bir degisiklik gostermemesi kuvvetle ola-
sidir. Boyle bir durumda, muhalefet HDP'yle birlikte ytizde 60'la uzanan bir
meclis cogunluguna uzanacak ve AK Parti ve MHP meclis cogunlugu kaybe-
decektir. Ancak, bu durum tek bagina anlam tasimaz. Mevcut anayasal dii-

zende, Cumhurbagkanlig1 secimlerinin daha belirleyici oldugu muhakkaktir.

(1) PanoramaTR, Tiirkiye'nin Giindemi ve Risk Analizi, Ekim 2022, s. 28
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tempted to take part in the Six-Party Alliance to this end; however, its attempts
were left unanswered. HDP announced that it would participate in the parliamen-
tary elections on its own, but that it wanted to play a role in determining the op-
position’s presidential candidate. No promising developments in this regard have

taken place so far.

Let us take a look at the current political situation via the October report of PANO-

RAMATR, an important research series.

“As of October 2022, after the floating voters are distributed, AK Party is estimated
to receive 32,7%, CHP 25,3%, The Good Party 12,4%, HDP 11,6%, MHP 6,9%, The
Victory Party 2,7%, DEVA Party 2,1%, The New Welfare Party 2,1%, The Future
Party 1,8%, and the Felicity Party 0,8% of the total votes.”

“The amount of floating voters are 16,4%. 7,8% of the floating voters are those who
didn’t vote, or were underage in the previous elections. More than half of the re-

maining 8,6%, the truly “uncertain’ voters (5%) are AK Party supporters.”®

According to these figures, the Six-Party Alliance is only 2,9 points ahead of the
People’s Alliance (39,6%) with 42,4%. Both blocs are currently short of the 50%
required for the presidential election. When HDP’s portion is included in the op-
position, the opposition bloc both outperforms the People’s Alliance by 15 points,
winning a total of 54% support, and also crosses the threshold needed to win the

elections.

It is highly likely that the current situation will not be much altered until the elec-
tions. If that is the case, the opposition and the HDP will gain an approximately
60% parliamentary majority, and AK Party and MHP will lose their majority in the
assembly. However, in itself, this doesn’t signify much. Under the current constitu-
tion, it is clear that the presidential elections are much more decisive. It behoves us
to look at this issue under a separate heading, both in terms of the election results

and electoral alliances, and we shall do so in the next section.

(1) PanoramaTR, Turkiye'nin Giindemi ve Risk Analizi, Ekim 2022, s. 28
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Bu konu, gerek secim sonugclari, gerek ittifaklar agisindan ayr1 bir baglikta ele

alinmay1 gerektiriyor; takip eden baglikta altinda deginecegiz.

Bu asamada, kadim kiiltiirel kirilmalar ve yeni sosyolojik-politik girdiler ile
siyasi parti hal ve egilimleri arasindaki kesisme noktalarina, siyasi partiler ve

se¢men iliskileri bakimindan bakmakta fayda var.

AK Parti ve Erdogan

AK Parti segmen dokusu bakimindan gecen secimlerden bu yana sistematik
erozyon yastyor ve toplam kaybi 10 puana ulasmis bulunuyor. Bu kaybin ne-
denleri arasinda, global ve ulusal refah ve biiyiime déneminin sona ermesi,
parti yonetiminde yagsanan sahsilesme egilimi, liberal kesimin ve Gtilencilerin

desteklerini ¢ekilmesi ve muhafazakar anlayista yagsanan ayrisma sayilabilir.

Bununla birlikte, AK Parti, se¢men potansiyelinin 3/4'tinti koruyan, gele-
neksel sag se¢menin 1/3’inden fazlasini kendisine ¢ekerek Tiirk siyasetin-
de muhafazakar alanini dolduran, Tirkiye'nin en ytiksek oy potansiyeli-
ne sahip siyasal parti olmayi siirdiirtiyor. Ozellikle son dénemde yaganan
ekonomik krize, gelistirdigi milliyetci séylem ve popiilist hamlelerle direng
gosteren iktidar partisi, yasadigi kan kaybini da durdurmus gériintiyor. Kan
kaybinin durduran husus, daha 6nce AK Parti’den uzaklagip kararsiz gru-
buna gecen se¢gmenlerinin, ekonomik gidisat1 ve alternatif siyasi partileri de-
gerlendirmeleri sonunda AK Parti’ye geri donitisleridir. AK Parti’'nin giictinii
gorece korumasi, Erdogan’in partisini agan bir oy oraniyla cumhurbagkanli-
g1 secimlerini kazanma ihtimalinin hala giiglii olmasinin ti¢ goriiniir nedeni
bulunuyor. Ilk neden, iilkenin kiiltiirel fay hatlar1 dikkate alindiginda, AK
Parti iktidarinda alan genisletmis, sekiiler gruplarla esitlenmis dindar ve
muhafazakar kitlelerin bu kazanimlar:1 koruma arzusu ya da kaybetme en-
disesine isaret etmektedir. Bir bakima, kiiltiirel ayrismalar ve aidiyetlerin si-
yasallasma dozu azalsa da, 5nemini korudugu gostermektedir. Tkinci neden
global konjonktiirde strateji dalgasimin varligi, hakimiyet alan1 paylagimi

arayiglarinin yiikselmesi gibi hususlarla ilgilidir. Bunlar etrafindaki a¢ik-giz-
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Let us, then, look at the intersections between ancient cultural divisions, new soci-
ological-political developments, and the tendencies of political parties in the con-

text of the relationship between political parties and the electorate.

AK Party and Erdogan

AK Party has suffered a steady decline in popular support since the last elections,
and its total loss now amounts to ten percent. Among the reasons for this decline
we might mention the fact that the period of national and global welfare and
growth is at an end, as well as the tendency to personal rule in the party admin-
istration, the loss of the support of the liberals and the Gulenists, and the internal

divisions among the conservatives.

At the same time, however, AK Party has maintained its hold on three quarters of
its potential electorate and attracted more than a third of the traditional right-lean-
ing electorate; as such, it is the leading representative of the conservatives in Turk-
ish politics, as well as the political party with the highest amount of potential pop-
ular support in Turkey. The ruling party has resisted the financial crisis with a
nationalist discourse and populist moves, and it seems to have staunched the loss
of support it suffered until recently. What has staunched the loss of its lifeblood is
that uncertain or floating voters who formerly left AK Party’s rank have returned
home after having evaluated all the options regarding the economic situation and
the alternative political parties. There are three apparent reasons as to why AK
Party has relatively preserved its strength, and why Erdogan might yet win the
presidential elections with a popular support surpassing that which is accorded to
his party. Firstly, considering the cultural lines of division in Turkey, religious and
conservative sections of society, which have expanded their sphere of influence
and become the equals of seculars under AK Party’s rule wish to preserve their
gains, and are afraid to suffer losses. Although cultural divisions and belongings
have relatively lost their political importance compared to the past, their overall
importance is thus still preserved. Secondly, strategies regarding global conjunc-

tures and the struggle for domination on the global arena also play into this state
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li catigmalar siyaset hiyerarsisinde ulusal olan zirveye yerlestirmekte, giiclii
devlet ve giiglii siyasi irade beklentisini Tiirkiye dahil her yerde beslemek-
tedir. Erdogan’in kisiligi ve politikalar1 bu durumla tam uyusma i¢indedir.
AK Parti ve Erdogan’in, kiilttirel kimlik politikalarini ulusal kimlik semsiye-
sinin altina, global faktorlerin ve yeni sosyolojik girdilerin etkisiyle basariyla
yerlestirmesi bu tabloyla i igedir. Ugiincii neden, siyasette ve siyasi algida
glic-basar1 unsurunun kazandig1 6nem ve Erdogan’in bunu temsil ettigine
dair yaygin bir kabuldiir. Bu ¢ercevede Mavi Vatan projesi, Suriye’deki Tiirk
bolgelerinin varligi, demokratik ve politik bedelleri ne olursa olsun tilke igi
teror olaylarinda azalma, bir bagar1 demeti olarak tanimlanmakta ve bu ka-
bulde rol oynamaktadir. Bunlar bir biitiin olarak, kimlik temsilinin ve otori-

terligin buldugu toplumsal destege isaret etmektedir.

CHP ve Kih¢daroglu

Ana muhalefet partisi CHP'nin oy orani, gecen se¢imlerden bu yana si-
nirli da olsa artmis bulunuyor. 3-3,5 puana denk gelen bu artis, partinin
secmen kitlesinin kendi iginde ytiizde 15 civarinda bir artis yasadigina isa-
ret etmektedir. Bu gorece artis, CHP'nin kendi dogal cevresini tahkim et-
mesiyle, liberal kesim destegiyle ve bunlar:1 saglayan politik hamleleriyle

ilgili olarak degerlendirilebilir.
Nitekim CHP'nin 2018 Cumhurbagkanligi se¢imleriyle baslayan iki is-

tikametli siyasi bir ilerleyisi s6z konusudur. Ilk istikamet, muhafazakar
partiler dahil olmak tizere diger siyasi partilerle ittifak ve temas arayisini
6nemli bir politik ¢aba kilmasidir. CHP’nin, AK Partili eski cumhurbagka-
n1 Gul’t 2018’de Erdogan karsisina muhalefet adayi olarak ¢ikarmak igin
dindar siyasi anlayisin kadim merkezi Saadet Partisi ile baglattig1 girisim,
2019 Istanbul yerel segimlerinde bir yanina IYI Parti’yi bir yanina HDP’yi
alabilme becerisi, HDP’yle ilgili 6zgtirliik¢ti ¢ikislar: ve Altili Masa'nin
olusmasinda onciiliik yapmasi, muhalefetin koordinatérii roliine soyunmasi

bu bakimdan kilometre taglar1 olusturur. Ikinci istikamet, ilkiyle uyumlu ola-
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of affairs. Both overt and covert conflict surrounding these issues means that in the
hierarchy of politics, that which is national becomes of the utmost importance, and
that there is a demand for a strong state and a strong political will, both in Turkey
and abroad. Erdogan’s personality and politics suits this state of affairs perfectly.
As such, AK Party and Erdogan successfully integrate their cultural identity pol-
itics under the umbrella of a national identity, with the help of global factors and
new sociological developments. Thirdly, in politics and the perception of politics,
success and strength has become increasingly important, and there’s a general con-
sensus that Erdogan represents both. Within this framework the Blue Homeland
project, the presence of Turkish zones in Syria, and the decrease in domestic terror-
ist incidents (notwithstanding the democratic or political costs of this decrease) are
defined as successes, and contribute to the aforementioned consensus. As a whole,

these indicate the social support for identity politics, and authoritarianism.

CHP and Kiligdaroglu

Popular support for the main opposition party CHP has increased, albeit to a lim-
ited extent, since the last elections. Amounting to 3 — 3.5 percent, this increase in-
dicates a 15% increase within the party electorate itself. This relative increase is
due to CHP’s consolidation of its natural base, the support of the liberals, and the
political moves which enable the first two factors.

Indeed, since the presidential elections of 2018, CHP has moved in two political
directions. Firstly, it sought to establish alliances and relationships with the other
political parties, including the conservative parties. Alongside the Felicity Party, a
venerable representative of the religious political tradition in Turkey, CHP start-
ed an initiative to nominate the former AK Party president Giil as a presidential
candidate against Erdogan, representing the opposition in 2018. In the 2019 lo-
cal elections in Istanbul, it succeeded in standing with the Good Party on the one
hand, and the HDP on the other hand; it made certain liberal remarks (in a positive
sense) regarding HDP and played a leading role in forming the Six-Party Alliance;

and generally, it coordinated the opposition, all of which are important corner-
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rak CHP'nin siyasi soyleminde bir aks degisikligi yasanmasidir. 1990’lardan
itibaren kendisini iyiden iyiye laik cephenin temsilci olmaya hasreden itiraz
siyasetinin 6tesine gecmeyen CHP, bu bakimdan bir degisim yasamaya basg-
lamus, partinin yeni rotasini, kiiltiir savaslarinin disinda durma ve toplumsal
merkeze yerlesme olarak tanimlamaya baslamistir. Hedefi, merkez alana gi-
rip, orada kimlikler tistii siyaset yapmak ve bu ¢ercevede ortalama degerlere
uygun bir uzlasma séylemi tiretmektir. Kimlik séyleminden merkez séyleme
dogru bu ilerlemede, son 25 yilin deneyimleri kadar Kiligdaroglu'nun irade-
sinin 6nemli pay1 oldugunu belirtmek gerekir. Konjonktiirle gelen su yeni
girdileri de g6z ardi etmemek gerekir. Muhafazakar kesimin duyarlliklarina
saygil yaklasimin demokrat bir gereklilik olarak kabuld, siyasi ittifak ihtiya-
c1, hukuk devleti ilkelerinde Kiirt meselesine endeksli geri gidislere verilen
refleksif “sol” tepki bunlar arasinda yer aliyor. Bu cercevede CHP, yenilenmis
Tiirkiye’ye uygun, oradan beslenen bir dil {iretmeye calisiyor. Bu cercevede
global dalga, ice kapanma ve milliyetgilik riizgar1t CHP’ye de yansiyor. HDP
ve hiikiimetin Kiirt politikast magdurlarina verilen bireysel desteklere rag-
men politik bakimdan Kiirt temsiline mesafeli durus, hiikiimetin su yolunda
giden dis politik tutum bunun gostergeleri arasinda. Bunlar global dalganin
CHP gibi bir siyasi parti i¢in baglayici ve kisitlayict yonlerini olusturuyor. Ay-
rica, CHP, bu global dalganin yeni gereklerine uyumda da zorlaniyor. Dev-
let-siyaset iliskisi, yeni dis politik tanimlar, gilic-demokrasi-basar iligkisi gibi
konularda kendisini yarisma disi tutan bir tutum izliyor. Benzer tutum, tiim
diger siyasi partilerde de belirgin bir ézellik tasiyor ve muhalif kesimin ku-
rucu bir siyaset tiretmesinin, yeni bir hikaye anlatmasinin éniindeki engeller

olarak duruyor.

iYi Parti Meral Aksener

Meral Aksener liderligindeki 1YI Parti, kuruldugu yil olan 2017 itibaren,
adim adim Tiirk siyasetinin kilit aktérlerinden birisi haline geldi. Aksener

ve arkadaslarinin MHP’den kopmasiyla kurulan bu siyasi parti, milliyetci
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stones in this regard. Secondly, and in conjunction with the first point, CHP altered
its political discourse. From the 1990s onwards, CHP had confined itself within
the bounds of a “politics of objection”, which amounted to nothing more than
representing the secular bloc. In this regard, too, CHP transformed itself, and set a
new trajectory for itself, steering clear of the culture wars, and relocating to a more
central position within society. Its objective is to gain a central stronghold, to pur-
sue a politics which rises above identity politics, and to manufacture a discourse
of reconciliation in line with average values. As well as the experience of the last 25
years, Kiligdaroglu's political will also plays an important role in this move away
from identity politics to a centralist discourse. A few other developments which
we also must not ignore are as follows: a respect for the sensibilities of the conserv-
atives, formulated as a democratic necessity; the need for a political alliance, and
a reflexive “leftist” reaction to the regression regarding the principles of the rule of
law, especially concerning the Kurdish issue. In this framework, CHP is trying to
formulate a new discourse suited to a new Turkey, and which feeds from it. The
global surge, the currents of isolationism and nationalism have an effect on CHP,
as well. This is why, despite the individual support for HDP and the victims of the
government’s Kurdish policy, CHP is not particularly favourable towards Kurdish
representation in politics, and why its attitude towards foreign policy enables the
government. These are the effects that the global tendencies have on a party such
as the CHP. As a political party, CHP has a difficult time fulfilling the new require-
ments engendered by these global tendencies. Its attitude towards issues such as
the relationship between the state and politics, new elements in foreign policy, and
the relation between power, democracy and success renders it a poor competitor
in this game. A similar attitude noticeably plagues all of the other political parties,

and hampers the opposition from formulating a constitutive political vision.

The Good Party and Meral Aksener

The Good Party, led by Meral Aksener, has gradually become one of the key actors
in Turkish politics since its establishment in 2017. This political party, which was

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

sinirlar1 merkeze dogru g¢ekerek biiytidii ve son yillarda Tiirkiye’de en
biiytik oy ilerlemesini gosteren siyasi parti oldu. 2018 Cumhurbagkanligi
secimleri 1. turunda yiizde 7,3 oy alabilen Aksener, bugiin itibariyle, TYI
Parti’yi, anketlere gore, ylizde 11-12 ile tilkenin potansiyel tiglincii biiyiik

partisi haline getirmis bulunuyor.

Bu siyasi partiye yonelen ilginin temelinde, kentli se¢mendeki genel bir
egilimin, merkez, merkez siyasi parti ve merkez siyaset arayisinin yattig:
soylenebilir. [YI Parti’nin kurucu siyasi unsurlari, Tiirkiye’deki yeni siyasi
arayislar etrafinda merkez anlayisiyla ilgili de bir fikir verir. One ¢ikan iig
unsurun alt1 soyle ¢izilebilir. 1. Siyasi irade ve tasiyicilik: Giig, giiven, 6z-
deslik kurma gibi 6zelliklerle liderlik ve giiclii siyasi irade arayisi, siyasi
kiiltiirtimtizde siyasi davramiglar: etkileyen asli unsurlarin hala basinda
geliyor. Bu durum, bugiiniin siyasi gelismeleri ve degerleriyle de son de-
rece uyumlu goriiniiyor. Meral Aksener’in siyasi kimligi ve tarzi, yarattig:
“yapabilir-yonetebilir” vurgulu gtiglii lider algisi, iktidar partileriyle gir-
digi tartismalardaki baskin, iddiali, kafa tutan tavri, baska bir deyisle re-
torik ve soylem giicti, iktidarin kurdugu giindem tuzaklarindan uzak dur-
mas1 bu bakimdan 6ne ¢ikan ve alt1 gizilmesi gereken nitelikler. 2. Diger
bir unsur milliyetcilik olarak karsimiza cikiyor. IYI Parti’nin milliyetgilik
anlayisi, MHP'ninkinden farkli olarak, uca savrulmayan, kentli, “orta sag
ve orta sol” duyarliliklara temas eden, 6fkeli olmayan bir nitelik tasiyor.
Bu anlayisi, tanimsizliga dayali, sorunlar tizerinden alinan simgesel ta-
virlarla yol alan, muglak bir milliyet¢i angajman olarak ele almak miim-
kiindiir. Ancak, somut gelismelerde somut tavirlar s6z konusu oldugun-
da ayn1 anlayigin, tavizsiz, uzlagsmaya kapali, ifade edilmemekle birlikte
devlete ve Tiirkliige uzanan sert, dislayici ve kural koyucu bigimler ala-
bildigini de belirtmek gerekir. Bu bigim, IYI Parti’'nin Kiirt meselesindeki
tavr1 ve HDP’yi yok sayan tutumuyla belirginlesmektedir. 3. Son husus,
Y1 Parti’nin merkez tanimi, merkez icin ¢izdigi sinirlardir. Akgener ve iyi
Parti, apolitik bir merkez tanimi yapmaktadir. Bu bakimdan, risk sinirlari-

na yaklagmayan, bir aidiyet grubuyla veya bir siyasi sorun ya da sorunlar
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founded after Aksener and his friends broke away from the MHP, grew by pulling
the nationalists closer towards the political centre and went on to display the big-
gest increase in votes in Turkey in recent years. Aksener, who got 7.3 percent of the
votes in the first round of the 2018 Presidential elections, has made the Good Party
potentially the third largest party in the country with 11-12 percent of today’s vote,
according to the polls, The basis of the interest towards this political party is a
general tendency among the urban voters, which is the search for the centre — the
central political party and central politics. The founding political elements of the
Good Party give an idea about the concept of the centre, as it is influenced by the
new political pursuits in Turkey. Three prominent elements may be highlighted
as follows. 1. Political will and leadership: the pursuit of leadership and strong
political will, with characteristics such as power, trust, and identification, is still
one of the main elements that affect political behaviour in our political culture.
This situation seems to be very in line with current political developments and val-
ues. Meral Aksener’s political identity and style, the perception regarding her of a
strong leader with an emphasis on her “capacity to lead”, her dominant, assertive
and defiant attitude in the discussions with the ruling parties, in other words, her
power of rhetoric and discourse, and her steering clear of the pitfalls of agenda,
set by the government, stand out in this respect. 2. Another element is national-
ism. The nationalist mentality of the Good Party, unlike the MHP, has a non-angry,
urban, “centre-right and centre-left” tendency. We might see this mentality as an
ambiguous nationalist engagement based on anonymity, driven by symbolic at-
titudes over issues. However, when it comes to concrete attitudes regarding con-
crete developments, it should be noted that the same mentality may take uncom-
promising, harsh, exclusionary and rule-making forms that extend to the state and
Turkishness, although it is not implicitly expressed. This form becomes evident in
the Good Party’s stance on the Kurdish issue, and in the way it continues to ignore
the HDP. 3. The last point is the definition of the centre as it is set by the Good
Party, and the boundaries it delineates for the political centre. Aksener and the
Good Party posit an apolitical centre. In this respect, the Good Party has a political
approach which avoids risks, which does not fully denote a group of belonging or
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obegiyle tam iligki kurmayan, ortalamay1 temsil eden bir siyasi yaklasima
sahiptir. Bu tig 6zelligin dikkat gekici ortak yani sudur: IYI Parti’nin siyasi
programi, kritik temalarda politik 6nerilerle topluma anlattig1 bir gele-
cek hikayesi bulunmuyor. Bu siyasi partiyi ayirdeden ozelliklerin timii,
“durug” ve “sekil”le, “ima” ve “imaj”la ilgili. IYI Parti'nin soyleminde
“goriinen ve bilinen sinirlarda siyaset”, “normallesme/adalet”, “merkeze
doniis”, “catisma Otesine ge¢gme”, buna paralel olarak “istikrar, giiven, 6z-
gliven” unsurlar1 6ne ¢ikiyor. Ne var ki, partinin risk almayan, siyasetsiz
tavri, 6zdeslik veya 6zdeslikler kurmaktan uzak tavri ve karsisindaki AK
Parti gibi rakipler, merkez alana yayilmasini ve biiytimesini de engelliyor.
IYI Parti’yle ilgili belirtilmesi gereken son husus, kentlesmeden besleni-
yor olmasidir. Se¢gmen profilini bu ¢ergevede AK Parti’"den MHP’den ve
CHP’den ona kayan kalabaliklar olusturuyor.

HDP

HDP, 2015 Hendek olaylar1 sonrasi, Kiirt meselesinin ¢6ziimiiniin tilkenin
demokratiklesmesine bagli oldugunu ilan etmis bulunuyor ve bu cergeve-
de son donemde demokrasiye destek ve demokratik ittifak politikalarim
oncelliyor. Bugiin, tiyeleri, milletvekilleri hakkinda agilan sorusturma ve
kovusturmalar yaninda, hakkinda acilan kapatma davasiyla kars: karsiya
olsa da bu istikamette, siyasal sistemin pargasi olma ¢abasiyla muhalefet
cephesine katilmaya gayret ediyor. Yapina gelince; Kiirt meselesini temsil
etmekle birlikte Tiirkiyelilik iddias1 tasiyan bu parti, bu cercevede, iginde
bir dizi “bilesen” olarak adlandirdig: tilkeyi temsil eden temsilci, parti
ve grup barindirmaktadir. Bu yapilarin tiimi sol egilim ve partilerden
olugmaktadir. Ote yandan, HDP, digerleri arasinda en sert cekirdege sa-
hip siyasi partidir. Kiirt siyasi hareketi ve tarihinin uzantisi olan bu parti,
iginde buna iligkin resmi sdylemi, bu hareketin tabu ve kutsallarim ve
tlirlii aktorlerini barindirmaya devam ediyor. Bununla birlikte veya buna

ragmen, son yillarda yasanan sosyolojik ve siyasi degisimler HDP"ye Kiirt
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a political problem, and which represents the average. The remarkable common
point of these three features is that the political program of the Good Party does
not have a vision of the future which it tells the public, with political suggestions
regarding critical issues. All of the features that distinguish this political party are
related to “stance” and “form”, “implication” and “image”. In the discourse of the
Good Party, “a politics within the visible and known borders”, “normalization/
justice”, “return to the centre”, “overcoming conflict” and, at the same time, a dis-
course of “stability, trust, self-confidence” take the centre stage. However, the par-
ty’s risk-free, non-political stance, its hesitation to form some sort of identification,
and its opponents, such as the AK Party, prevent it from spreading and growing in
the political centre. Finally, one last point to be noted about the Good Party is that it
is fed by urbanization. In this context, its voters are formed by the masses shifting

to it from the AK Party, the MHP and the CHP.

HDP

Following the urban trench warfare incidents in 2015, HDP declared that the solu-
tion of the Kurdish issue depended on the democratization of Turkey, and within
this framework, it has recently prioritized the policies of support for democracy
and democratic alliance. As such, currently, its members are trying to join the op-
position bloc in an effort to become a part of the political system, even though they
are faced with investigations and prosecutions against their deputies, as well as
the closure case brought against them. As for its composition, despite represent-
ing the Kurdish issue, this party, which claims to be “of Turkey”, includes rep-
resentatives, parties and groups representing Turkey as a whole, all of which it
calls a series of “components” within this framework. All of these structures are
composed of leftist tendencies and parties. On the other hand, HDP is the politi-
cal party with the toughest core, compared to the others. This party, which is an
extension of the Kurdish political movement and its history, continues to contain
the official discourse, the taboos and sacred elements of its progenitor movement,

as well as its various actors. However, or despite this, the sociological and political
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meselesi ve hareketinde “siyasi yontemi” tagima misyonu vermeye bas-
lamis, bu konuda parti iginde bir irade ve politik egilim de olugsmustur.
Ancak bunun saf bir durum olmadigini da belirtmek gerekir. HDP'nin
siddet disilig1 temsil etmesi karsisinda PKK'nin devlet giicleriyle Ttirkiye,
Suriye ve Irak’ta ¢atisma iginde bulunmasi ve siddet siyasetini stirdiirme-
si, HDP’nin alanini sinirladig: gibi, bu siyasi partiye yonelik paradokslar,
gerilimler ve baskilar olusturuyor. Siddet dis1 siyasi yontemi temsil edip,
catisma ¢Oziimiine bu mesruiyet tizerinden ilerlemek ile PKK’yle dogal
sosyolojik ve politik akrabalik, kismen parti icindeki komiserler {izerin-
den varligini siirdiiren 6rgiitsel denetim, bu baskinin somut hali olanak
tanimlanabilir. HDP’nin PKK'yla iliskisi olduguna dair Tiirk kamuoyun-
da yaygin kanaatin de bir sonucu olarak, bu iki yap1 arasindaki akrabalik
muhalif siyasi partiler sik¢a tarafindan dile getiriliyor ve HDP {izerindeki
diger bir baskiy1 olusturuyor. Siyasi dengeler bakimindan; HDP su an iti-
bariyle hem secim sonuglar1 belirleyecek bir se¢men kitlesine sahip, hem
buna ragmen iktidardan muhalefete uzanan bir hatta sistem tarafindan

bir siyasi parti konumunda.

HDP’nin se¢men kitlesine de deginmekte fayda var. Rawest Arastirma,
Nisan ay1 baglarinda Dogu ve Giiney Dogu’da, Kiirtlerin yasadigi illerde-
ki yapi, egilimler ve tutumlar ilgili bir arastirma yayinladi. Arastirmanin
one cikan ti¢ bulgusu bulunuyor ve ilk bulgu kimliklesme meselesiyle il-
gili. “Kiirt kimligi 6zellikle son dénemde bu kimlik Tiirkiye’de nasil bir
yol almistir” sorusuna, bulgular, “Kiirt kimligi diger kimliklerden biraz
daha ayrismigtir” yanitini veriyor. Buna gore, Kiirtler toplumsal bir grup
olarak bagimsiz bir degisken olma dozunu arttiriyor; sagin Kiirdi, solun
Kirdi gibi bir ayrismadan cok bir biitiinlesme egilimi icine giriyor ve bu
biittinlesme egilimi Kiirt meselesi s6z konusu oldugunda siyasi farklari
asgariye indiren bir ortak tavra déniiyor.” Bu veri, kiiltiirel-etnik varolusu
ve bu varolus iizerinden entegrasyon talebi diglanan bir grubun, digerle-
rinden ayrismasi ve i¢ dokusunu aidiyet bakimindan sikilagtirmasini gos-

termekte. Tkinci onemli bulgu, ilkini dengeler nitelikte. Buna gore, Kiirtler
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changes experienced in recent years have begun to give the HDP a mission to be
the representative of the “political method” in the Kurdish issue and movement,
and a will and political tendency has also emerged within the party in this regard.
At the same time, it should be noted that this is not an uncomplicated situation.
In the face of HDP’s representation of non-violence, the PKK’s conflict with state
forces in Turkey, Syria and Iraq and its continued policy of violence not only limit
the HDP’s space, but also create paradoxes, tensions and pressures for this polit-
ical party. The coexistence of HDP’s representation of nonviolent political means
and its approach to conflict resolution through this legitimacy alongside its natural
social and political kinship to the PKK, as well as the control of the PKK which
partially continues through its commissars within the party, are some instances of
the oppression it faces. As a result of the widespread opinion of the Turkish pub-
lic that the HDP has a relationship with the PKK, the kinship between these two
structures is frequently mentioned by the opposition political parties and creates
another pressure on the HDP. In terms of political balances, currently, the HDP has

a mass of voters that will determine the election results.

It is also useful to mention the electorate of HDP. In early April, Rawest Research
published a study on the structure, trends and attitudes in Kurdish-populated
provinces in the East and South East. The research has three prominent findings,
and the first finding is related to the issue of identity. To the question “How has the
Kurdish identity progressed in Turkey, especially in the recent period”, the answer
is, “Kurdish identity is a little more differentiated from all others, compared to the
other identities”. Accordingly, the Kurds as a social group are increasingly more of
an independent variable. “Kurds whether they are on the right or on the left, tend
to integrate and cohere as a social group rather than separate, and this tendency
turns into a common attitude that minimizes political differences when it comes to
the Kurdish issue.” This data shows that a group whose cultural-ethnic existence
and demand for integration is denied becomes separated from the others, and
becomes more tightly intertwined within its own limits. The second important
finding offsets the first. Accordingly, the Kurds prefer the central areas, and not the
poles, both sociologically and politically, in the regions where they live. The desire
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yasadiklar1 bolgelerde, gerek sosyolojik olarak gerek siyasal olarak kutup-
lar1 degil, merkezi, merkezi alan tercih ediyorlar. Kopma, radikallesme
yerine merkeze dogru hareket etme arzusu, aslinda bir yoniiyle, merkez-
de farkli gruplarla karsilasma, birlikte olma, diyalog kurma, miizakere
etme arayisini ifade eder. Nitekim arastirmaya gore, HDP’lilerin yarisin-
dan fazlasi, 6rnegin, kendilerini merkezde konumlandiriyorlar. Aragtir-
maya gore, Kiirtlerde milliyet¢ilik orani artiyor, ancak bu milliyetcilik,
siyasi bir Kiirtliik vurgusundan kiiltiirel bir Kiirtliik vurgusuna dayani-
yor, anadilde egitim en birlestirici nokta olarak karsimiza ¢ikiyor. Ugiincii
bulgu ise, kimlik ici heterojenlesme egilimi. Tek tiplesmeden ¢ok, farkl
bireysel tutumlarin 6n plana ¢ikmaya bagladigi bir gelismeye isaret ediyor
bu bulgu. Bunlar, Tiirkiye kadar bolgenin de biitiin sartlara ve kosullara
ragmen modernlesmeyle, kentlesmeyle, go¢menlerin varligiyla, yasanan
¢ozlim stirecinin deneyimiyle, insanlarin igeride olmak istemesi arayisini,
toplumsal dokuyla siyasallagsma arasindaki ayni1 dogal paralelligi gosteri-
yorlar. Bu egilimler, HDP se¢meninin heterojen niteligini ortaya koydugu

gibi, muhtemel se¢im davranisgla ilgili 6nemli ipuglar: igeriyorlar.

DEVA ve Gelecek Partisi: Babacan ve Davutoglu
Gerek Gelecek Partisi, gerek DEVA Partisi, Bir bakima AK Parti'nin son

politikalarindan memnuniyetsiz olan se¢menleri ¢ekmek, yeni bir top-
lumsal kabarma olusturmak igin merkez sag egilimli siyasi partiler olarak
kuruldular. Muhafazakar alani yeniden tanimlamak, “siyasi merkezi ve
merkez siyaseti” doldurup insa etmek, bu siyasi partileri tanimlayan iki
temel ve genel 6zellik olarak 6ne ¢ikti. Nitekim Gelecek Partisi ve DEVA
Partisi’'nin agikladiklar1 programlar genel olarak acik toplum felsefesine
ve cagdag demokrasi beklentilerine uygun. Bu bakimdan metin ve agikla-
malarinda, 6zgiirliikcii, sivil, rasyonel, yerel-evrensel degerler sentezine
dayanan bir siyaset tanimi, insan haklari, 6zgitirliikler, demokratik ana-

yasal sistem, demokratik hukuk devleti, liyakat, ehliyet, serbest piyasa ve
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to move towards the centre instead of breaking away and becoming radicalized
expresses the wish for meeting, being together, establishing dialogue and negotiat-
ing with diverse groups in the center. As a matter of fact, according to the research,
more than half of HDP supporters, for example, position themselves in the centre.
According to the research, the rate of nationalism among the Kurds is increasing,
but this nationalism is based on a cultural emphasis on Kurdishness rather than
a political emphasis on Kurdishness, and education in the mother tongue is the
most unifying issue. The third finding is the tendency for intra-identity heteroge-
neity. This finding points to a development where rather than uniformity, differ-
ent individual attitudes have become prominent. These show the same natural
parallels between modernization, urbanization, the presence of immigrants, the
experience of the resolution process, people’s wish to be “inside”, the social fabric
and politicization, despite all the conditions of the region as well as Turkey. These
trends not only reveal the heterogeneous nature of the HDP voters, but also con-

tain important clues about possible electoral behaviour.

DEVA and Future Parties: Babacan and Davutoglu
Both the Future Party and the DEVA Party were established as centre-right po-

litical parties in order to attract voters who were dissatisfied with the AK Party’s
latest policies and to create a new social upheaval. Redefining the conservative
space, filling in and constructing the “political centre and the politics of the centre”
became prominent as the two fundamental and general features that define these
political parties. As a matter of fact, the programs announced by the Future Party
and DEVA Party are generally in line with the idea of an open society, and with
contemporary expectations of democracy. In this regard, in the statements and
documents of these political parties, a definition of politics based on liberal, civil,
rational values, human rights, freedoms, a democratic constitutional system, dem-
ocratic state of law, merit, competence, free market and competition, education in

Kurdish mother tongue, and peaceful global politics emerge as defining features.

However, more than 2 years have passed since their establishment, and these
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rekabet, Kiirt¢e ana dilde egitim, diinyaya agik bariscil siyaset gibi vurgu-

lar 6ne cikiyor.

Ne var ki, kurulmalarindan bu yana 2 yili askin siire gegmesine ragmen
istedikleri giice ulagamadilar. Babacan ve Davutoglu'nun AK Parti gec-
misleri, partilerine farkli ¢evrelerden oy akisini sinirlayan bir rol oyna-
maktadir. Muhalefette AK Parti’ye duyulan 6fke, bu siyasilerin siyasi ba-
gajlariyla i¢ ice girmektedir. Kamuoyu arastirmalarina gore, DEVA ancak
ytizde 2,5, Gelecek Partisi ise ytizde 2 civarinda oy potansiyeline sahip.
Bu ikilinin birlikte temsil ettikleri ytizde 4-5'lik oy, 6nemli 6l¢iide AK Par-
ti’"den kopan se¢menlerin oy olarak kabul edilebilir. Bu da, iktidarin par-
tisinin kaybettigi se¢men oraninin yariya yakini ifade eder. Ancak bunun
yaninda Altili Masada her iki siyasi liderin siyasi akil, beceri ve deneyim
bakimdan bir katma deger olusturdugunu sdylemek gerekir. Muhalefe-
tin cumhurbagkan: adayiyla birlikte siyasi program, gegis programi ve
partilerin karar siirecine katilimi da ilan edilecektir. Ornegin Babacan’a
ekonominin teslim edileceginin agiklanmas: halinde bu katma deger daha

ylikselme ihtimaline sahiptir.

Zafer Partisi ve Umit 0zdag

Son dénemde kurulan ve hizla ytizde 3'liik bir oy potansiyeline orana eri-
sen Umit Ozdag'in Zafer Partisi, politikalari ile hizli biiyiime arasindaki
iligkilerle dikkati hakkediyor. Genel bagkan1 Umit Ozdag, 27 May1sci, Mil-
li Birlik¢i bir subayin oglu. Ulkiicii kokenli bu isim, uzun yillar MHP'nin,
sonra 1Y Parti'nin igerisinde yer ald1. Siyaset bilimi profesorii olmasina
ragmen siyaseti ve milliyetciligi, eylemi 6n planda tuttu. Bu parti, miilteci
kargithigini esas alan, tek temali bir séyleme sahip. Avrupa’daki asir1 sag
siyasi partileri andiran bir dille, reaktif bir milliyetciligi temsil ediyor ve
ajitasyon siyaseti yapiyor. Miilteciler meselesine, Ttirk kiiltiirtintin, mille-
tinin saflig1 terimleriyle, Tiirkiye’de tiretilen tirtintin, Tiirkiye’'de tiretilen

girdinin Tiirklere ait oldugu iddiasiyla yaklagiyor. Bu parti baglaminda
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parties are yet to reach the degree of power to which they aspire. Babacan and
Davutoglu’s background in the AK Party play a role in limiting the flow of votes
from diverse groups to their parties. The anger felt towards the AK Party among
the opposition is intertwined with the political baggage of these politicians. Ac-
cording to public opinion polls, DEVA has only 2.5 percent of the vote, while the
Future Party has around 2 percent of the vote. The 4-5 percent of the votes these
two represent together can be considered as the votes of those who broke away
from the AK Party. This amount represents almost half of the voters lost by the rul-
ing party. However, it should be noted that both political leaders create an added
value in terms of political wisdom, skills and experience to the Six-Party Alliance.
Along with the presidential candidate of the opposition, the political program, the
transition program and the participation of the parties in the decision process will
also be announced. For example, if it is announced that Babacan is to oversee the

economy, this added value is likely to increase.

The Victory Party and Umit Ozdag

The Victory Party, which was established recently and which rapidly reached a
percent vote potential, deserves attention due to the connection between its poli-
cies and its rapid growth. Its chairman, Umit Ozdag, is the son of a National Un-
ionist officer who took part in the 1960 military coup. This politician of nationalist
origins was a member of the MHP, and then the Good Party for many years. De-
spite being a professor of political science, he gave priority to politics and nation-
alism, as well as to action. His party has a single discourse, which is based on an-
ti-refugee sentiment. It represents a reactive nationalism, and engages in agitation
politics, using a language reminiscent of the far-right political parties in Europe.
It approaches the issue of refugees in terms of the purity of Turkish culture and
nation, claiming that the products produced in Turkey and the value produced
in Turkey belong to the Turks. What is important in the context of this party is the
social response it garnered in a short period of time. The percentage of support it

swiftly gained shows that the harsh language used by this political party corre-

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

onemli olan kisa siirede buldugu toplumsal karsiliktir. Hizla kazandig:
ytizde destek bu siyasi partinin sert diliyle toplumun kimi kesimlerindeki
miilteci karsit1 sert bakisin kesismeye bagladigini gosteriyor. Bu anlamda
potansiyel oy orani yeni partiler olarak tabir edilen DEVA’y1 da Gelecek
Partisi'ni de geciyor. Bu durum, Tiirkiye i¢in yeni bir girdidir. Bu parti,

iilkedeki sosyolojik iklimle ilgili de ipuglar: sunar.

lll. Belirleyici Yarig: Cumhurbaskanhd

Mevcut anayasal diizene gore belirleyici yarigmanin Cumhurbaskanlig:
secimleri olacag: agik. Bu segimleri Erdogan’in m1 yoksa muhalefet aday:-
nin m1 énde tamamlayacagina dair bir kestirimde bulunmak bugiin itiba-

riyle son derece zor goriintiyor.

Bir taraftan dengeler oldukga yakin seyrediyor. Erdogan’a oy verecekleri-
ni belirten segmenler kamuoyu arastirmalarinda yiizde 40 civarinda bu-
lunuyor. Bu, yiprandig ileri stiriilen, ekonomik krizle bogusan bir siyasi
lider oldukga yiiksek bir oran olarak kabul edilmelidir. Altili Masa’nin
toplam oyu ytizde ise yiizde 42 civarindadir. Bu oran ise merkez mu-
halefetin gii¢ birlesme halinde bile ytizde 50’ye ulasmadigi, Erdogan’la
basa bas gittigini gostermektedir. Aradaki su an itibariyle mevcut olan
2-3 puanlik fark, cesitli faktorlerle her an ve her istikamete dogru hareket
edebilecek “oynak bir fark”tir. Nitekim, kamuoyu aragtirmalarinda ytiz-
de 3-4’ltik oraninda Zafer Parti’sini, ytizde 2’lik bir oranla Yeniden Refah
Partisi’'ni tercih eden se¢menlerin davranislari, sandik basgi ittifaklar: bile
iktidar ve muhalefet arasindaki dengeleri bir anda etkileyebilecek du-
rumdadir. HDP’nin ise ytizde 11-12 arasi bir oyu bulunmaktadir. Bu oran
kagit tizerinde belirleyici goriinmektedir. Ancak HDP bu se¢gmen Kkitlesi-
nin blok olarak davranip davranmayacagi, hangi kosullarda davranacag:
veya hangi durumda, hangi egilimler arasinda boliinecegi 6nemlidir ve

muglaktir.
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sponds to the harsh anti-refugee sentiments found in some parts of the society. In
this sense, its potential vote rate exceeds both DEVA and the Future Party, which
are also perceived as new parties. This situation is a new development for Turkey.

The Victory Party also offers clues about the sociological climate in the country.

lll. The Decisive Competition: The Presidency

Under the current constitution, the decisive competition is clearly the presidential
elections. As of yet, it is very difficult to say whether Erdogan or the opposition’s

candidate will win the elections.

On the one hand, the competition is fairly close. According to public opin-
ion polls, those who say they will vote for Erdogan are around 40 percent of
the electorate. For a supposedly “worn out” political leader embattled by an
economic crisis, this is a high amount of support. The total of support for the
Six-Party Alliance is around 42 percent. This percentage shows that even in
an alliance, the central opposition cannot reach 50 percent, and goes head-to-
head with Erdogan. The 2 to 3 percent difference might change any moment,
in any direction, due to a variety of causes. According to public opinion polls,
the behaviour of the electorate who is currently giving 3 to 4 percent support
to the Victory Party and 2 percent support to the New Welfare Party, as well as
ballot-box alliances, might affect the balances between the ruling bloc and the
opposition at any moment. Support for the HDP stands at around 11 to 12 per-
cent. On paper, this percentage seems to be of decisive importance. However,
we don’t know for sure whether the HDP electorate will act as a unified whole,

or under which tendencies it will split.

At the same time, such elections as these, where as much as programmes and men-
talities, personalities and symbols are competing with one another, and where al-
liances between independent voters are as important as political party alliances,
where the outcome is likely to be decided in the second round, are difficult to

predict ahead of time. The electoral campaign, the moment of the elections, the
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Diger taraftan program ve anlayis yarigsmasi kadar sahis ve simge ya-
rismasi olan, siyasi parti ittifaklar1 kadar bagimsiz se¢men ittifaklarinin
6nemli tagidig1 ve sonucun ikinci turda belirlenme ihtimalinin yiiksek ol-
dugu bu tiir segimler siibjektif ve 6ngoriilmesi zor unsurlari igerir. Siyasi
davraniglar: belirleme ihtimali olan unsurlara, se¢im kampanyasi, se¢im

ani, aday faktorii, muhtemel dis politik durumlar: da eklemek gerekir.

Bu durumda, belirsizlikler tizerinden giderek bir gézlem cercevesi sun-

mak daha dogru olur.

A. lik Belirsizlik: HDP
[lk belirsizlik ittifaklarla ilgilidir ve merkezinde HDP bulunmaktadir.

Arastirmalara gore, daha 6nce de belirttigimiz tizere, Erdogan’in karsisina
HDP’nin de i¢inde oldugu bilesik bir muhalefet ¢ikarsa, kagit tizerinde,
secimleri 1. turda kazanma sansi bulunuyor. Aksi durumda, yani HDP’nin
de aday ¢ikarmas: halinde, sec¢imlerin ikinci tura kalmas: kuvvetle muh-
temel. Yiizde 10’u asan oy potansiyeliyle muhalif kesimin 6nemli bir kale-
mini olusturan HDP’nin, Altili muhalefete bir vesileyle, dogrudan istirak
veya dolayli temas yoluyla katilip katilmayacag1 kagit tizerinde belli de-
gil. Ancak dogrudan istirak ihtimali yok denecek kadar az. 1YI Parti, bu
konuda acik bir sekilde aldig: tavr: sikca tekrar ediyor ve HDP’yle hicbir
sekilde ayni masaya oturmayacagini, ortak bir arayis i¢ine girmeyecegini,
belirtiyor. Hatta, yazarlar, basin, diger siyasetcilerden, 6zellikle kimi CHP
ileri gelenlerinden gelen imalarla, dolayli da olsa bir telkinle karsilastig:
zaman bile, yiiksek sesle, yiiksek dozlu tepkiler veriyor ve bundan so-
nug da aliyor. CHP milletvekili Giirsel’in bir televizyon kanalinda yaptigs,
“Neden HDP’li bakan olmasin” ¢ikisi tizerine yasanan kriz bu konudaki
son 6rnekti. IYI Parti Genel Baskan1 Aksener, Giirsel’in aciklamas: {ize-
rine “boyle bir ctimle kurduguna gore partisinin goriislerini iletiyor de-
mektir. Biz o masada 1YI Parti olarak higbir siyasi partinin bagka siyasi

partilerle nasil iliski kuracagina dair dayatmaya girismedik. Bunu defa-
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identity of the candidate and potential foreign policy situations all have an influ-

ence on the outcome.

As such, it would be more appropriate to focus on the indeterminate factors, and

offer an observational framework accordingly.

A. The First Uncertainty: HDP

The first point of uncertainty is about the alliances, and especially the HDP.

As we noted above, according to research, if Erdogan competes against a unified
opposition that includes the HDP among its ranks, the opposition has a chance
to win the elections in the first round, at least on paper. Otherwise, that is, if HDP
nominates its own candidate, it is highly likely that there will be a second round
of elections. HDP has more than ten percent of the total popular support, and as
such, it is an important player in the opposition; however, it is yet unknown if the
HDP is going to either directly or indirectly cooperate with the Six-Party Alliance
in the elections. In actuality, it is very unlikely that there’s going to be direct col-
laboration between the two. The Good Party’s opposition to such a possibility is
abundantly clear, as it says that it will cooperate with the HDP under no circum-
stances. Even when journalists, the press, other politicians, especially prominent
figures in the CHP mention this possibility (mostly implicitly) the Good Party re-
acts loudly to such suggestions, and it gets results. An instance to this behaviour
is when CHP MP Giirsel said on a TV programme, “Why not a president from the
ranks of the HDP”, and a crisis ensued. The chair of the Good Party, Aksener said,
in answer to Giirsel’s question, “he must be representing the opinions of his own
party. As the Good Party, we never imposed on any political party how it should
maintain its relations with the other political parties. We said this many times. Our
attitude is very clear...”® “We cannot sit at the same table as the HDP. HDP can-

not sit at the same table with us. This is our sensitivity, and we will maintain it.”®

(2)  https://www.ntv.com.tr/turkiye/hdpye-bakanlik-aciklamasina-aksenerden-cevap,wTzH4805PkeHkmow6WLIIw
(3)  https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/siyaset/meral-aksenerden-hdpye-bakanlik-aciklamasi-1977667.
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larca kez soyledik. Bizim tutumuzu acik net?... “HDP’nin oldugu masada
biz olmayiz. Bizim oldugumuz masada da HDP olmaz. Bu hassasiyetimiz
devam edecek...”® derken, bir bagka konusmasinda CHP’yi ima ederek
“HDP’ye ayn1 masaya oturmak isteyen altili masadan kalkar” seklinde
bir beyanatta bulundu. Kriz, CHP Genel Bagkani, Giirsel’in agiklamasi-
nin sahsi oldugunu sdylemesiyle sontimlendi. Kiligdaroglu, altili masa-
nin esas oldugunu, HDP meselesinin hassasiyetinin farkinda olduklarin
ima etti ve konu kapandi. HDP’nin altili masayla temas yukarida soyle-
digimiz gibi ihtimali yok denecek kadar az. Kaldi ki, DEVA ve Gelecek
Partilerinin de Kiirt meselesindeki ‘ileri” pozisyonlarina ragmen, HDP ko-
nusunda ses gikarmadan [YI Parti'nin stratejisinin arkasina gizlendikleri
sOylenebilir. Dolayli temas yoluyla HDP’yi Altili Muhalefet’in adayina oy
vermeye ikna etmek bir diger alternatif olarak goriiniiyor. Ancak, kimi
liderlerin defterlerinde muhtemel alternatifler arasinda yer almak 6tesine
gecmis bir durum yok. diger bir ifadeyle bu ihtimalin tartisilmasi igin si-
yasi sartlar olgunlasmis degil Siyasi sartlarin olgunlasmamis olmasindan
kasit, 6zellikle, altil1 masanin bir aday ismi belirlemeyi erken bulmalar:
ve bu konuda farkl: egilimler tasimalari. Dolayisiyla altili masa adayinin
belli olmadan bu alternatifle ilgili akil yiiriitmek gercekci goértinmiiyor.
Sunu soylemekle yetinmek gerekiyor: Bu aday, Kiirtlerde ve HDP’de tep-
ki dogurmayacak, bir isim, 6rnegin Kiligdaroglu olursa, bu ihtimalin en
azindan gerekli kosulu yerine gelmis olacaktir. Ancak nihai olarak yeterli
kosulu Altil1 Masa’nin egilimi ve HDP bakislar: belirleyecektir. Altili ma-
sanin egilimi konusunda ortada herhangi bir ipucu bulunmuyor, muhte-

melen siyasi partilerin kendileri de bu konuda bir netlik i¢cinde degiller.

(2)  https://www.ntv.com.tr/turkiye/hdpye-bakanlik-aciklamasina-aksenerden-cevap,wTzH4805PkeHkmow6WLlIw
(3)  https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/siyaset/meral-aksenerden-hdpye-bakanlik-aciklamasi-1977667.
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In another speech, she implied to the CHP, “those who want to sit at the same
table as the HDP must leave the Six-Party Alliance.” The crisis ended when
the CHP leader said that Giirsel’s words represented his personal opinions.
Kiligdaroglu implied that the Six-Party Alliance was of utmost importance,
and that they were aware of the sensitivities regarding the HDP, and the mat-
ter thus came to an end. As we said, the chances of a contact between the
HDP and the Six-Party Alliance is almost nonexistent. Despite their “progres-
sive” attitude on the Kurdish issue, neither DEVA nor the Future Party spoke
up about the HDP, and thus hid behind the Good Party’s strategy. Another
option is to persuade the HDP to support the Six-Party Alliance’s candidate
through indirect contact. However, the political conditions for the discussion
of that particular option are not yet ripe. In other words, the Six-Party Alliance
believes that it’s too early to nominate a candidate, and there are various ten-
dencies within the alliance regarding a candidate. Until the Six-Party Alliance
nominates a candidate, it seems unrealistic to make predictions about this
option. However, we must note that if the opposition’s candidate is someone
like Kiligdaroglu, who won’t repel the Kurds and the HDP, this option would
become more likely. However, in the final analysis, the Six-Party Alliance’s
tendency, and attitude towards the HDP will be decisive. There is no clue as
yet to the tendencies of the Six-Party Alliance, and it is likely that the political

parties themselves are also not sure yet.

Politically, the HDP’s view of this uncertainty regarding itself is as important
as the opinions of the Six-Party Alliance towards the HDP. HDP supporters
have the power to determine the election results, whether they act as a bloc or
split into several parts. This naturally leads to the questions, “How does the
HDP evaluate the current conditions, how does it plan to act in the presidential
elections, or at least what are the alternatives it is considering?” As we noted,
the main tendency and policy of the HDP is to be part of the opposition, and
to act together with the parties that make up the Six-Party Alliance, especially
in the presidential elections. However, the HDP requires direct and trans-

parent contact with itself in order to do this. HDP leaders clearly reveal these
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Siyasi olarak, Altili Masa’nin HDP’ye bakisi kadar, HDP’nin kendisiyle il-
gili bu belirsizlige bakis1 da 6nemli. HDP se¢gmeninin, blok olarak hareket
etse de, birkag pargaya boliinse de, se¢im sonuglarini belirme gticti var. Bu
durum, dogal olarak, “HDP, mevcut kosullari nasil degerlendiriyor, cum-
hurbagkanlig1 secimlerinde nasil hareket etmeyi diistintiyor, veya en azin-
dan 6niinde duran alternatifler neler?” sorularini 6ne ¢ikariyor. Séylendi-
gi tizere, HDP'nin temel egilimi ve politikasi, muhalif sistemin bir pargasi
olmak, ozellikle cumhurbagkanlig1 secimlerinde altili masay: olusturan
partilerle birlikte hareket etmek. Ancak bunun i¢in kendisiyle dogrudan
ve seffaf bir temasi sart kosuyor. Parti yoneticileri gerek agiklamalarinda
gerek adimlarinda bu stratejileri agik bi¢imde ortaya koyuyorlar. HDP'nin
13 Temmuz 2022’de yapilan 5. Olagan Kongresi'ne de esasen bu strateji-
nin ilan1 damga vurdu. Kongre, bu siyasi partinin nerede durdugunu ve
bu kosullar karsisinda karsi nasil bir yol izleyecegini ilan etti. Partinin es
genel bagkanlar1 Sancar ve Buldan yaptiklar: kongre konusmalarda, altil1
masanin kendileriyle seffaf, ilkesel ve kurumsal temas kurmasi halinde
mubhalefet safinda yer almaya hazir olduklarini yinelediler. Iktidar cep-
hesine ise kapilarin tiimiiyle kapali oldugunu ilan ettiler. Mithat Sancar,
ortak aday tespitine katilmalari miimkiin olmazsa, HDP'nin kendi cum-
hurbagkan: adayini ¢ikarma ihtimalinin gii¢lii oldugunu belirtti. O tarih-
ten bugiine, Kasim 2022’de bu egilimlerde degisiklik olmadi. Son olarak
partisinin Denizli Il Olagan Kongresi'nde yaptig1 konusmadaki su sozleri,
partiye egemen egilimi temsil ediyor: “Hem cumhurbagkanligi hem de
parlamento se¢ciminde de HDP’nin rolii, misyonu, varligi oldukg¢a 6nemli
bir yere sahiptir. Simdi hi¢ kimse HDP’yle yan yana gelmek istemeyebilir,
hi¢ kimse fotograf vermek istemeyebilir ama yeri ve zaman geldiginde
kapimizi galacaklarini biliyoruz. Kapimizi hi¢ kimseye kapatmadik. Ozel-
likle cumhurbaskanli: seciminde belirlenecek olan adayin HDP'nin kri-
terlerini, ilkelerini, misyonunu g6z 6ntinde bulunduran, bunu kabul eden
olursa elbette ki diyalog ve miizakere ile secimlerde ne yapacagimizi, bii-

tiin mekanizmalarimizla karar verecegimizi ifade etmek isterim. HDP’yi
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strategies both in their statements and in their behaviour. HDP’s 5th Ordinary
Congress, held on July 13 2022 was also marked by the announcement of this
strategy. The congress declared where this political party stood, and how it
would proceed in the face of such conditions. In their congress speeches, the
co-chairs of the party, Sancar and Buldan, reiterated that they were ready to
take the side of the opposition if the Six-Party Alliance established a transpar-
ent, principled and institutional contact with them. They declared that their
doors were completely closed to the ruling bloc. Mithat Sancar stated that if it
was not possible for the HDP to participate in the joint nomination, there is a
strong possibility that HDP would nominate its own presidential candidate.
Since then to November 2022, these trends have remained unchanged. Final-
ly, Buldan’s following statement at the Denizli Provincial Ordinary Congress

represent the dominant tendency of the party:

“The role, mission and presence of the HDP has a very important place in both
the presidential and parliamentary elections. Now, perhaps no one wants to come
together with the HDF, no one wants to appear in the same picture with us, but
we know that they will knock on our door when the time and place comes. In
particular, I would like to say that if the candidate to be determined in the presi-
dential election considers the HDP’s criteria, principles and mission and accepts
these, of course, we will decide what we will do in the elections through dialogue
and negotiation, with all our mechanisms. If the HDP is ignored, then each to his
own. We shall then nominate our own candidate, make quite an appearance, and
gather the required amount of votes — nobody should doubt it. We are aware that
a lot of responsibility falls on everyone, and we are aware of our own responsibil-
ity. All those who want the regime to change, and to get rid of these bullies must
recognize their own responsibility. HDP, in particular, is the key to this change. As
such, I want to ask everyone once again to get ready for the elections with collab-
oration and a sense of responsibility, and to make HDP take its place in the parlia-

ment with much more support and seats in the parliament than it currently has.”®

(4)  https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/siyaset/pervin-buldandan-carpici-mesajlar-o-zaman-herkesin-yolu-acik-olsun-
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yok sayan bir yerden secgimlere yaklasilirsa o zaman herkesin yolu agik ol-
sun. O zaman, HDP kendi aday1yla ortaya ¢ikar, giimbtir giimbtir gelir ve
gereken oyu da alir, bundan kimsenin stiphesi olmasin. Herkesin tizerine
biiyiik bir sorumluluk diistiigiiniin farkindayiz, biz bu sorumlulugu tagi-
yoruz. Bu iilkede bu rejimin degismesini isteyen, bu zorbaligin gitmesini
isteyen herkesin ayni sorumlulukla yaklasmas: gerekir. HDP 6zellikle bu
degisimin anahtar giiciidiir. Dolayisiyla ben bir kez daha bu segimlerde
herkesin biiytik bir seferberlik icerisinde ve biiytik bir sorumluluk tasiya-
rak secimlere hazirlanmasini, HDP’yi almis oldugu oylarin ¢ok ¢ok tize-
rinde oranlar ve milletvekili sayisiyla parlamentoya tagima hazirliginin
simdiden yapilmasi gerektigini belirtmek istiyorum...”® Bunu takiben
diger esbagkan Mithat Sancar, partinin izleyecegi su sozlerle yolu netles-
tiriyordu: “Biz adayimizi ¢ikaracagiz, fakat adaylar: ortaklastirmak ya da
ortak adayda bulusmak igin agik miizakere ve dogrudan diyalog ile ilkeler

tizerinden gecis siireci mutabakat stratejimiz devam emektedir...”®

Bu egilimin karsisinda, son donemlerde yiikselmeye baslayan, Ahmet
Tiirk gibi kimi Kiirt siyasetgilerin, HDP’deki kimi sol bilesenlerin ve Tiirk
muhalif kesiminin savundugu bagka 6neriden daha s6z etmek gerekir. Bu
egilim, muhalif partilerle aday konusunda ortaklasamasa bile HDP’nin
aday ¢ikarmamasi ve cumhurbagkanligi se¢iminin 1. Turunda Erdogan
karsisindaki altili masa adayini desteklemesi olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu al-

ternatifi savunanlar, esas meselenin Erdogan’i géndermek oldugunu ve

(4)  https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/siyaset/pervin-buldandan-carpici-mesajlar-o-zaman-herkesin-yolu-acik-olsun-

(5)  https://yenidentv.com/aysegul-dogan-soruyor/mithat-sancar-bolum-84
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Her co-chair, Mithat Sancar, elucidated the party’s path with the following words:
“We will nominate our candidate; however, in order to find a common candidate,
we have a transitional strategy of consensus based on open negotiations, direct

dialogue and principles.”®

There’s another suggestion which has recently become more popular, and which
is defended by some Kurdish politicians such as Ahmet Tiirk, certain leftist com-
ponents within the HDF, and the Turkish opposition. This is a suggestion for the
HDP to not nominate any candidates, even if it cannot agree to a joint candidate
with the opposition parties, and for the HDP to support the candidate of the
Six-Party Alliance in the first round of the presidential elections against Erdogan.
Those who argue for this strategy say that the real issue is getting rid of Erdogan,
and that this goal can only be achieved in the first round, with a unified front. The
common opinion, or rather the concern, in this group is what Erdogan will do
if there is a second round to the elections. There are concerns that in the 15-day
period between the two rounds, Erdogan might make various attempts towards
manipulation, including the possibility of activating his Imrali contacts, that he
might strike at the weak underbelly of the opposition parties, and that he might
utilize his rhetoric of a “strong and stable Turkey” more effectively in the competi-

tion between the two candidates.

As such, the HDP faces a fundamental issue; a paradox, even. If the joint candi-
date strategy outlined by Mithat Sancar doesn’t work, the HDP will be torn be-
tween staying true to its goal of Kurdish representation, and its responsibility to
determine Turkey’s political future. In other words, HDP has to make the diffi-
cult choice between prioritizing the Kurdish issue and Kurdish representation, or
prioritizing the political future of Turkey and democracy; the choice will become
only more difficult as time goes on. As is evident from the recent statements of the
co-chairs quoted above, although the HDP tends towards the first choice, through
which it can display its political power, it is also aware that there are pros and

cons to either choice, and that the decision should not be rushed. The benefits of

(5)  https://yenidentv.com/aysegul-dogan-soruyor/mithat-sancar-bolum-84

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

bunun ancak ilk turda ve birlesik bir cepheye gergeklegebilecegini soylii-
yorlar. Bu kesimde yaygin kanaat, daha dogrusu endise, se¢imlerin ikinci
tura kalmasi halinde Erdogan’in ne yapip secimleri kazacag1 seklinde. ki
tur arasindaki 15 giinliik stirede Erdogan’in Imrali temaslarini devreye
sokmas ihtimali dahil, ¢esitli manipiilasyon hamleleri yapabilecegi, mu-
halif partilerin zayif yanlarina vuracagi, giiglii ve istikrarli Tiirkiye iddi-
asini iki aday arasindaki yarismada daha efektif kullanabilecegi kaygilar

arasinda.

Bu durumda, HDP'nin 6niinde temel bir mesele, hatta bir ¢eliski duruyor.
Mithat Sancar’in altini ¢izdigi ortak aday stratejisi karsilik bulmaz ise,
HDP, Kiirt temsiline sahip ¢ikmak sorumlulugu ile tilkenin siyasi gidisa-
tin1 belirleme sorumlulugu arasinda kalacaktir. Diger bir ifadeyle, HDP,
Kiirt sorununu, onurunu, temsilini ikinci plana itmek ile tersini yaparak
Tiirk siyasetinin ve demokrasinin gidisini ikinci plana itmek arasina si-
kigmis durumdadir ve 6niimtizdeki giinlerde daha da sikisacaktir. Es ge-
nel bagkanlarin yukaridaki son agiklamalarindan anlasilacag: tizere, HDP,
siyasi gliclinli gosterebilecegi ve siyasi arenadaki iddiasin1 ortaya koya-
bilecegi ilk alternatife yakin durmakla birlikte, parti yonetimi her iki al-
ternatifin negatif ve pozitif yanlarin1 bulundugunu bilerek genis ve zama-
na yayilmis bir degerlendirme siirecinin iginde bulunuyor. {lk alternatif,
HDP’nin siyasi belirleme giiciinii gostermesi, ugradig: baskilar ve diglan-
ma karsisinda ilkeli durmasi, 6niimtizdeki dénem parlamentoda daha et-
kili ve programa sahip bir pozisyonu zorlamasi, ikinci tur 6ncesi muhalif
adayin kendileriyle, gerek iktidar paylasimi, gerek Kiirt sorunuyla ilgili
acgik ya da kapali temas ihtimali tasimasi gibi avantajlar tagiyor. Ancak
boyle bir durumda, cumhurbagkanligi se¢iminin ilk turda bitmemesi ya
da bu tiir bir firsatin kacirilmasi HDP'nin sirtinda bir yiik olarak kalacag:
soylenebilir. Ayrica, HDP'nin aday ¢ikarmasi kendi agisindan beklentileri
tatmin etmekten de uzak olabilir. Nitekim ilk tur sonrasi, kendisiyle itti-
fak veya destek igin tatmin edici temas kurulmamas: halinde, se¢gmenini

ne istikamette yonlendirecegi, hatta ne denli kontrol edebilecegi hem soru

TORKIYE'DEKI MEVCUT DURUM: 2023 SEGIMLERI YAKLASIRKEN TURKIYE'DEKI SIYASI DINAMIKLER

.,

63

o
L4



Ao
»
*

64

the first option is that it would display HDP’s decisive power, allow it to take a
principled stand against the oppressions and exclusion it faces, enable a more in-
fluential position in the parliament in the next term, and increase the likelihood
of the opposition’s candidate negotiating with the HDP regarding power-sharing
and the Kurdish issue prior to the second round of elections. However, in that
case, it might be a burden to the HDP that the presidential elections are not over
in the first round. Also, a candidate nominated by the HDP might still not fulfill
expectations fostered by its own base. Indeed; if no sufficient contact is established
with the HDP for an alliance or support following the first round, it is unclear to
which extent the HDP will be able to guide and influence its popular base, and
this uncertainty has a bearing on the outcome of the elections. The second option
is that the election is compressed into the first round, and that the opposition de-
ploys all its capabilities to this end, entering the elections as a wholly unified front.
This second option is the strongest chance the opposition has in order to win the

elections, at least in theory.

At this point it must also be noted that considering the composite structure of the
HDP, and the variety of oppressions it faces, it is not just a “dilemma of responsi-
bility” which the HDP is experiencing. There are a wide array of expectations and
pressures regarding the party’s decision. In predominantly Kurdish regions the
electorate supports the first option, while in the West, where the Turkish electorate
predominates, the second option is supported, and pushed. Qandil’s view of the
matter is undoubtably going to have a great amount of influence, as well. The gen-
eral tendency within the party is that Qandil supports the first option. At the same
time, there is the likelihood that the government might try and manipulate the
situation, and in order to overcome the resulting impasse with Qandil, the HDP
might have no other choice than to directly contact Ocalan. The party has taken

steps to this end, and submitted a request for permission to visit Ocalan in Imrali.®

(6)  https://haber.sol.org tr/haber/pervin-buldan-ve-mithat-sancar-imraliya-gitmek-icin-adalet-bakanligina-basvurdu-352359
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isaretidir, hem se¢im sonuglar1 bakiminda énemlidir. Ikinci alternatif, se-
¢imin ilk tura sikigtirilmasi ve muhalefetin tiim olanaklarini zorlamasi,
tam “birlesik cephe” halinde se¢ime girmesi anlamini tasiyor ki, bu du-

rum muhalefetin kazanmaya teorik olarak en yakin oldugu noktadair.

Bu noktada sunu da belirtmek gerekir: HDP'nin parcali ve tiirlii baskilar
altindaki yapisi dikkate alinirsa, kars: karsiya kaldig1r mesele sadece bir
“sorumluluk ikilemi”nden ibaret degildir. Parti alacag: karar konusunda,
farkli beklenti ve basinglarla da karsiya bulunmaktadir. Kiirtlerin yogun
oldugu bolge se¢gmeni ilk alternatifi, Tiirk segmenlerin yer aldig1 Bati'min
ise daha ¢ok ikinci alternatif destekledigi ve bu istikamette belli bir basing
yaptig1 sdylenebilir. Kandil’in bu karar bakis: ve tercihi de siiphe yok ki,
onemli bir etkide bulunacaktir. Partinin genel egilimi, Kandil’in ilk alter-
natifi desteklemesi olarak yorumlanabilir. Bununla birlikte iktidarin ma-
nipiilasyon imkan ve ihtimali ile Kandil arasindaki sikigiklig1 asmak, HDP
icin, Ocalan’la dogrudan temas yoluyla miimkiin olabilir. Bu konuda parti

bir adim atmis ve Imrali’ya gitme izin talep etmis bulunuyor.®

ikinci Belirsizlik: Aday

Cumhurbagkanlig1 se¢iminin en kritik yanlarindan birisi stiphe yok ki,
mubhalefet aday veya adaylarinin kim olacagidir. Cumhur Ittifaki, kendi
adaylarinin mevcut Cumhurbagkan: Erdogan olacagini agikladi. Bugiine
kadar yapilan altili1 masa acgiklamalari, CHP IYI Parti, DEVA, Gelecek Par-
tisi ve DP’nin ortak bir cumhurbagskani aday1 ¢ikaracag yoniinde.

Secim sonuglariyla ilgili kestirimler, Erdogan’in karsisina kimin ¢ikacagi-
na gore degismektedir. Ankara Belediye Baskan1 Mansur Yavas ve Istan-
bul Belediye Bagkani Ekrem Imamoglu'nun anketlerde Erdogan’1 yene-
bilecek isimler gibi goziikse de, bu kisiler kadar, giiclti bir aday isminin

Kiligdaroglu oldugu agiktir.

(6)  https://haber.sol.org tr/haber/pervin-buldan-ve-mithat-sancar-imraliya-gitmek-icin-adalet-bakanligina-basvurdu-352359
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The Second Uncertainty: The Candidate

Certainly, one of the most crucial points regarding the presidential elections is
the matter of the opposition’s candidate, or candidates. The People’s Alliance has
already announced that its candidate is the incumbent President Erdogan. The
Six-Party Alliance statements so far seem to indicate that the CHP, the Good Party,
DEVA, the Future Party and the Democrat Party will nominate a joint candidate.

Predictions regarding the election results change according to the candidate who
will run against Erdogan. Although opinion polls indicate that Ankara Mayor
Mansur Yavas and Istanbul Mayor Erdem Imamoglu are popular enough to po-

tentially defeat Erdogan, it is clear that Kiligdaroglu is also a strong candidate.

According to public opinion polls, “In a second round against Kemal Kiligdaroglu,
Meral Aksener, Ekrem Imamoglu or Mansur Yavas, President Erdogan receives
between 33 and 40 percent of the vote. Against Yavag and Imamoglu, Erdogan falls
behind, while against Aksener and Kiligdaroglu, he comes first.”?

In a recent survey, the figures which emerge are as follows:
If Erdogan and Yavas compete in the second round; Erdogan is polled to receive
33,1% and Yavas 50,1% of the vote. Those who say they are undecided are 16,8%.

If Erdogan and Imamoglu compete in the second round; Erdogan is polled to re-
ceive 38,4% and Tmamoglu 41% of the vote. Those who say they are undecided
are 20,6%.

If Erdogan and Kiligdaroglu compete in the second round; Erdogan is polled to
receive 40% and Kiligdaroglu 36,2% of the vote. Those who say they are undecided
are 23,8%.

If Erdogan and Aksener compete in the second round; Erdogan is polled to re-
ceive 50,6% and Aksener 36,2% of the vote. Those who say they are undecided are
23,8%.®

(7)  PanoramaTR, Tiirkiye'nin Giindemi ve Risk Analizi, Eyliil, 2022, s. 22-28
(8)  PanoramaTR, Tiirkiye'nin Giindemi ve Risk Analizi, Eyliil, 2022, s. 22-28
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Kamuoyu aragtirmalarina gére, “Cumhurbagkan1 Erdogan; Kemal Kili¢-
daroglu, Meral Aksener, Ekrem Imamoglu veya Mansur Yavas ile ikinci
tura kaldiginda ytizde 33 ile 40 arasinda oy almaktadir. Erdogan Yavas ve
imamoglu senaryolarinda geride kalirken, Aksener ve Kiligdaroglu senar-

yolarinda yaris1 6nde bitirmektedir.?”

Rakamlarla konusmak gerekirse, son bir arastirmada, ¢ikan oranlar su se-
kildedir:

2. turda Erdogan ve Mansur’un yaristig1 durumda, Erdogan yiizde 33,1;
Mansur yiizde 50,1 oy alacak gibi goriinmektedir. Kararsizlar ytizde 16,8

oranindadir.

2. Turda Erdogan ve Imamoglu'nun yaristigt durumda, Erdogan yiiz-
de 38,4; imamoglu 41; oy alacak gibi gortinmektedir. Kararsizlar ytizde
20,6’d1r.

2. turda Erdogan ve Kiligdaroglu’'nun yaristigr durumda, Erdogan yiiz-
de 40; Kiligdaroglu yiizde 36,2 oy alacak gibi gortinmektedir. Kararsizlar
yiizde 23,8 oranindadir.

2. turda Erdogan ve Aksener’in yaristig1 durumda, Erdogan yiizde 50,6;
Aksener ylizde 36,2 oy alacak gibi goriinmektedir. Kararsizlar ytizde 23,8

oranindadir.®

Kamuoyu egilimini ifade eden bu tablo Tiirk muhalefetinin 6niine bir ba-
kima bir yol ayrimi ¢ikariyor. Bu, siyasetin icinden gelen, dngortilebilir,
programatik bir siyaset anlayisini temsil eden, siyasi 6zellikleri bir baskin
bir aday veya yonetici profiliyle, denenmemis, ancak popiilaritesi ytiiksek,
program karsisinda imaji temsil eden bir aday veya yonetici tipi arasinda-
ki tercih meselesidir... Bu ikilemi, Erdogan’in muhalif kesimde yarattig1
biiyiik alerjinin ve iki turlu cumhurbagkanligi se¢im sistemini beslemek-

tedir.

(7)  PanoramaTR, Tirkiye'nin Giindemi ve Risk Analizi, Eyliil, 2022, 5. 22-28
(8)  PanoramaTR, Turkiye'nin Giindemi ve Risk Analizi, Eyliil, 2022, 5. 22-28
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This picture, representative of public tendencies, presents Turkey’s opposition
with a decision to be made. It is the choice between a candidate who is a career
politician, predictable and systematic in his understanding of politics, versus an
untried yet popular figure, favoured more for his image rather than his politics.
The indecision is exacerbated by the opposition’s reaction to Erdogan, and the

two-round electoral system.

As for the preferences of the political parties, we note that CHP tends towards the
second choice, with Kiligdaroglu as the preferred candidate, while the Good Party
tends towards the second choice, with Mansur Yavas as its preferred candidate.

Currently, Kiligdaroglu’s candidacy seems to be the likelier option.

In Lieu of a Conclusion

As Turkey’s elections creep closer, what might affect the trajectory and balance of
politics? The following five factors might have an influence on the outcome, either

individually or in combination.

Firstly, inflation and the economic crisis, which is exacerbated by the irrational
actions of the government, might be reflected in the ballot box to a degree not
foreseen by the public opinion polls. Secondly, Erdogan might decide to resort
to manipulation regarding the Kurdish issue and Imrali in order to hurt support
for the HDP. Thirdly, military operations, crises and geostrategic developments,
which help identify Erdogan with success and growth in foreign policy, might oc-
cur. Fourthly, the Six-Party Alliance’s presidential candidate, the performance of
the candidate in question and the unified front presented by the alliance also have
arole to play. Finally, the results of the parliamentary election might have an effect
on the outcome of the second round of presidential elections, which are to take

place fifteen days later.

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN TURKEY: POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN TURKEY AHEAD OF THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS

Siyasi parti egilimlerine bakildigi zaman, CHP'nin Kiligdaroglu'nun
adaylig1 onerisiyle ikinci tercihe, Y1 Parti'nin ise Mansur Yavas fikriyle
ikinci tercihe meylettigi sdylenebilir. Bununla birlikte ilk tercih, yani Kilig-

daroglu’nun adayligi bugtin itibariyle birka¢ adim 6nde goriinmektedir.

Sonugc Yerine

Tiirkiye'nin se¢im 6ncesi son diizltige girmis durumda. Son diizliikte si-
yasi gidisat1 ve siyasi dengeler neler etkileyebilir? Tek tek ve veya birlikte
sonuglara etki edebilecek su bes faktoriin altini ¢izerek degerlendirmeyi
bitirelim.

T1ki enflasyonun, kroniklegen, iktidarin irrasyonel davraniglariyla do-
gan ve azan ekonomik krizin, kamuoyu arastirmalar1 6tesinde sandiga
yansiyabilecek etkileridir. Tkincisi Erdogan’in Kiirt meselesi, imrali ko-
nusundaki HDP oylarini etkileyebilecek muhtemel manipiilasyonlaridir.
Ugtincii ise dis politikada basari-giig-biiyiime duygusunun Erdogan’la
6zlegtirilmesini derinlegtirebilecek, askeri harekatlar, krizler, jeo-stratejik
gelismelerdir. Dérdiinciist ise Altili Muhalefetin segecekleri cumhurbas-
kani adayi, bu adayin performansi ve bu siyasi partilerin her anlamda
biittinltiiklerini korumalaridir. Son faktér, kesinlesecek parlamento segim
sonuglarinin 15 giin sonra yapilacak muhtemel cumhurbagkanlig: ikinci

tur se¢imlerini hangi istikamette etkileyecegidir.

TORKIYE'DEKI MEVCUT DURUM: 2023 SEGIMLERI YAKLASIRKEN TURKIYE'DEKI SIYASI DINAMIKLER
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DPI AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aims and objectives of DPI include:

* To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for
discussion on establishing a structured public dialogue on peace and
democracy building.

* To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw
on comparative studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms
used to achieve positive results in similar cases.

* To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge,
ideas, concerns, suggestions and challenges facing the development
of a democratic solution in Turkey and the wider region.

* To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics,
civil society and policy-makers.

* To identify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to
participate in and influence democracy-building.

* Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties share in-
formation, ideas, knowledge and concerns connected to the develop-
ment of democratic solutions and outcomes. Our work supports the
development of a pluralistic political arena capable of generating con-
sensus and ownership over work on key issues surrounding democra-

tic solutions at political and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to encou-
rage stronger public debates and involvements in promoting peace
and democracy building internationally. Within this context DPI aims
to contribute to the establishment of a structured public dialogue on
peace and democratic advancement, as well as to widen and create
new existing platforms for discussions on peace and democracy buil-
ding. In order to achieve this we seek to encourage an environment of
inclusive, frank, structured discussions whereby different parties are
in the position to openly share knowledge, concerns and suggestions
for democracy building and strengthening across multiple levels.

DPI's objective throughout this process is to identify common priori-
ties and develop innovative approaches to participate in and influence
the process of finding democratic solutions. DPI also aims to support
and strengthen collaboration between academics, civil society and po-
licy-makers through its projects and output. Comparative studies of
relevant situations are seen as an effective tool for ensuring that the
mistakes of others are not repeated or perpetuated. Therefore we see
comparative analysis of models of peace and democracy building to be

central to the achievement of our aims and objectives.
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DEMOKRATIK
GELISiM ENSTITUSU'NUN.
AMAGLARI VE HEDEFLER]

DPI'in amaglari ve hedefleri:

* Barigin ve demokrasinin ingasi lizerine yapilandirilmis bir kamusal
diyalogun olusmasi icin gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin geligtiriimesi
ve genisletiimesi.

* Farkh kesimlerin karsilastirmali galismalar vesilesiyle bir araya gele-
rek, farkl diinya ornekleri 6zelinde benzer durumlarda olumlu sonug-
lar elde etmek igin kullaniimis gesitli mekanizmalari incelemesine ve
analiz etmesine olanak saglamak. Farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek
Tirkiye ve daha genis bir cografyada demokratik bir ¢ozlimin gelistiril-
mesine yonelik bilgilerini, dliglincelerini, endiselerini, onerilerini, kay-
gilarini ve karsilasgilan zorluklar paylastigl bir ortam yaratmak. Akade-
misyenler, sivil toplum &rgitleri ve karar alicilar arasindaki igbirliginin
desteklemek ve gliclendirmek.

¢ Ortak oncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insasi siirecini ve siirece
katilimi etkileyecek yenilikgi yaklagimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil, irk, renk,
cinsiyet, siyasi goriis ve inang farki géozetmeksizin insan haklarini tes-
vik etmek ve korumak.

Demokratik Geligim Enstittisti (DPI), Turkiye'de demokratik bir ¢ozi-

miin gelistirilmesi igin, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini, fi-

kirlerini, kaygilarini ve dnerilerini paylastiklari bir ortami tesvik etmeyi
amagclamaktadir. Calismalarimiz, demokratik ¢oziimiin saglanmasi igin
kilit 6nem tasiyan konularda fikir birligine varma ve uzlasilan konulari
sahiplenme yetenegine sahip ¢ogulcu bir siyasi alanin gelistirilmesini
desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak giiclii bir kamusal tartismayi; barigi ve demokrasiyi ulus-
lararasi diizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik katilimlari tesvik etmek igin uz-
manliga ve pratige dayali bir bakis agisiyla hareket ediyoruz. Bu ger-
cevede baris ve demokratik ilerleme konusunda yapilandiriimis bir
kamusal tartismanin olusturulmasina katkida bulunmayi; baris ve de-
mokrasi insasi tartigsmalari igin yeni platformlar yaratmayi ve mevcut
platformlar genisletmeyi amacliyoruz.

Bu amaglara ulasabilmenin geregi olarak, farklh kesimlerin demokra-
sinin ingasi ve gliclendirmesi icin bilgilerini, endiselerini ve 6nerilerini
acikga paylasabilecekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandiriimis tartisma
ortamini gesitli seviyelerde tesvik etmeye calisiyoruz. DPI olarak farkl
projelerimiz araciliiyla akademi, sivil toplum ve karar alicilar arasinda-

ki isbirligini desteklemeyi ve gliclendirmeyi de hedefliyoruz.

.,

73

o
v



e
»
.

74

~ BOARD MEMBERS
YONETIM KURULU YELERI

KERIM YILDIZ

(Chief Executive Officer / icra Kurulu Bagkani)

Kerim Yildiz is an expert in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, inter-
national human rights law and minority rights, having worked on nu-
merous projects in these areas over his career. Yildiz has received a
number of awards, including from the Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights for his services to protect human rights and promote the rule
of law in 1996, and the Sigrid Rausing Trust’s Human Rights award for
Leadership in Indigenous and Minority Rights in 2005. Yildiz is also
a recipient of the 2011 Gruber Prize for Justice. He has also written
extensively on international humanitarian law, conflict, and various hu-
man rights mechanisms.

Kerim Yildiz ¢atisma ¢dbzlimdi, barisin insasi, uluslararasi insan hakla-
ri ve azinlik haklari konusunda uzman bir isimdir ve kariyeri boyunca
bu alanlarda cok cesitli projelerde calismistir. Kerim Yildiz, 1996 yi-
linda insan haklarinin korunmasi ve hukuk kurallarinin uygulanmasi
yéniindeki cabalarindan étiirii insan Haklari igin Avukatlar Komitesi
Odiili’ne, 2005°te Sigrid Rausing Trust Vakfi’nin Azinlik Haklari ala-
ninda Liderlik Odiilii’ne ve 2011°de ise Gruber Vakfi Uluslararasi Adalet
Odiilii'ne layik gériilmiistiir. Uluslararasi insan haklari hukuku, insancil
hukuk ve azinlik haklari konularinda 6nemli bir isim olan Yildiz, ulusla-
rarasi insan haklari hukuku ve insan haklari mekanizmalari lizerine gok
sayida yazili esere sahiptir.

NICHOLAS STEWART KC

(Chair / Yonetim Kurulu Baskani)

Nicholas Stewart, KC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge
(Chancery and King’s Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom. He is
the former Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and
Wales and former President of the Union Internationale des Avocats.
He has appeared at all court levels in England and Wales, before the

Privy Council on appeals from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and
the Bahamas, and in the High Court of the Republic of Singapore and
the European Court of Human Rights. Stewart has also been the chair
of the Dialogue Advisory Group since its founding in 2008.

Tecriibeli bir hukukegu olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallik Yiiksek Mah-
kemesi (Chancery and King’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hdkimidir. Geg-
miste Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklari Komitesi Baskanlig
(Bar Human Rihts Committee of England and Wales) ve Uluslararasi
Avukatlar Birligi (Union Internationale des Avocats) baskanligi gé-
revlerinde bulunmustur. Ingiltere ve Galler’de gerceklesen ve Ma-
lezya, Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar, Singapur ve Avrupa insan
Haklari mahkemelerinin temyiz konseylerinde gériis bildirdi. Stewart,
2008’deki kurulugsundan bu yana Diyalog Danisma Grubunun baskan-
ligini da ydiriitiyor.

OWEN BOWCOTT

Journalist, was The Guardian’s legal affairs and Ireland correspondent.
He has previously been a general news reporter, foreign news editor and
was Ireland correspondent during The Troubles. He studied history at
Birmingham University and journalism at Cardiff University. He started
off working for the Birmingham Post and later joined the BBC, working
as a researcher and producer for BBC News and the current affairs pro-
gramme Panorama. He has also been a reporter on The Daily Telegraph.
He is co-author of a book, Beating the System, about the early years of
computer hacking and the criminalisation of online activity.

The Guardian Gazetesi’nin eski hukuki isler ve irlanda muhabiridir.
Kuzey irlanda’daki Sikinti Yillari (‘The Troubles’) boyunca gazetenin
irlanda muhabirligini yapan Bowcott, daha énce de genel haber muha-
biri ve dis haber editérii olarak calismistir. Bowcott, Birmingham Uni-
versitesi’nde tarih ve Cardiff Universitesi’nde gazetecilik okumustur.
Is hayatina Birmingham Post’da baslayan konusmacimiz, daha sonra
BBC’de arastirmaci ve programci olarak BBC News ve giincel mese-
leler hakkinda bir program olan Panorama’ya katkida bulunmustur.
Bowcott ayrica The Daily Telegraph’da muhabir olarak da ¢aligsmistir.
Erken dénem bilgisayar hekleme ve ¢evrimigi faaliyetinin su¢ sayilma-
si konusunda ‘Sistemi Yenme’ (‘Beating the System’) baslikli kitabin
es yazarl.
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PRISCILLA HAYNER

Priscilla Hayner is co-founder of the International Center for Transitional
Justice and is currently on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby
Team of Mediation Experts. She is a global expert on truth commissions
and transitional justice initiatives and has authored several books on
these topics, including Unspeakable Truths, which analyses truth com-
missions globally. Hayner has recently engaged in the recent Colombia
talks as transitional justice advisor to Norway, and in the 2008 Kenya ne-
gotiations as human rights advisor to former UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and the United Nations-African Union mediation team. Hayner
has also worked significantly in the implementation stages following a
peace agreement or transition, including Sierra Leone in 1999 and South
Sudan in 2015.

Gegis Dénemi Adaleti i¢in Uluslararasi Merkez’in (International Center for
Transitional Justice) kurucularindan olan Priscilla Hayner, ayni zamanda
BM Kidemli Arabuluculuk Danigmanlarn Ekibi’ndedir. Hakikat komisyonla-
r, gegis dénemi adaleti inisiyatifleri ve mekanizmalari konusunda kiiresel
bir uzman olan Hayner, hakikat komisyonlarini kiiresel olarak analiz eden
Unspeakable Truths (Konulmayan Gergekler) da dahil olmak (izere, alanda
pek ¢ok yayina sahiptir. Hayner, yakin zamanda Kolombiya barig gériisme-
lerinde Norveg’in gecis dénemi adaleti danismani olarak ve 2008 Kenya
miizakerelerinde eski BM Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan ve Birlesmis Mil-
letler-Afrika Birligi arabuluculuk ekibinin insan haklari danismani olarak
gérev yapmistir. Hayner, 1999°da Sierra Leone ve 2015°te Giliney Sudan da
dahil olmak lizere bircok lilkede, baris anlasmasi ve gegis sonrasi uygula-
malari konularinda ¢aligmalar yapmistir.

ARILD HUMLEN

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Association’s
Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number of jurisdictions,
with emphasis on international civil law and human rights, and he has lec-
tured at the law faculty of several universities in Norway. Humlen is the
recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar Association of Oslo for his work
on the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the Honor Prize from the
international organisation Save the Children for his efforts to strengthen
the legal rights of children.

Hukukgu olan Arild Humlen ayni zamanda Norve¢ Barosu Hukuk Komite-
si'nin direktéridiir. Uluslararasi medeni hukuk ve insan haklari gibi yar-
g1 alanlari lizerine gok sayida yazisi yayinlanmis, Norveg’te bir dizi hukuk
fakliltesinde ders vermistir. Oslo Barosu biinyesinde Siginmacilik ve G6g-
menlik Hukuku Davalari Calisma Grubu baskani olarak yaptigi calismalar-
dan dolayi Oslo Barosu Onur Odiilii'ne layik gériilmiistiir.

JACKI MUIRHEAD

Jacki Muirhead was appointed Chambers Administrator at Devereux Cham-
bers, London, UK, in November 2015. Her previous roles include Practice
Director at FJ Cleveland LLP, Business Manager at Counsels’ Chambers
Limited and Deputy Advocates Clerk at the Faculty of Advocates, UK.

Su anda Devereux Chambers isimli hukuk firmasinda (ist dlizey yGnetici
olarak gérev yapan Jacki Muirhead bu gérevinden 6nce Cleveland Hukuk
Firmasi ¢alisma direktérii, Counsel’s Chambers Limited isimli hukukgular
odasinda gef katip ve Avukatlar Fakiiltesi’nde (Faculty of Advocates) pa-
zarlama mdidiirii olarak ¢alismigtir.

ANTONIA POTTER PRENTICE

Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015-a global
network of humanitarian and development organisations. Prentice has ex-
tensive experience on a range of humanitarian, development, peacemaking
and peacebuilding issues through her previous positions, including interim
Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint Peace Fund for Myanmar and providing
technical advice to the Office of the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary
General to the Yemen peace process. Prentice has also been involved in
various international organisations including UN Women, Dialogue Advi-
sory Group, and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue. Prentice co-founded
the Athena Consortium as part of which she acts as Senior Manager on
Mediation Support, Gender and Inclusion for the Crisis Management Initi-
ative (CMI) and as Senior Adviser to the European Institute for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluglarinin ve kalkinma érgiitle-
rinin kiiresel agi olan ittifak 2015’in direktériidiir. Prentice, Myanmar icin
Ortak Baris Fonu’na gegici Kidemli Cinsiyet Danismani ve Birlesmis Millet-
ler Genel Sekreteri Yemen Ozel Elcisi Ofisi’ne teknik tavsiyeler vermek de
dahil olmak lizere insancil faaliyetler, kalkinma, barig yapma ve baris inga-
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s1 gibi konularda sivil toplum blinyesinde 17 yillik bir ¢calisma tecriibesine
sahiptir. BM Kadinlari, Diyalog Danisma Grubu ve Insani Yardim Diyalogu
Merkezi gibi gesitli uluslararasi érglitlerde gérev yapan Prentice, kuruculari
arasinda yer aldigi Athena Konsorsiyomu Arabuluculuk Destegi, Toplumsal
Cinsiyet ve Kaynastirma icin Kriz Yénetimi Insiyatifi'nde yéneticilik ve Av-
rupa Barig Enstitiisti’ne (EIP) bagdanismanlik yapmaktadir.

CATHERINE WOOLLARD

Catherine Woollard is the current Secretary General for ECRE, the Europe-
an Council for Refugees and Exiles, a pan-European alliance of 96 NGOs
protecting and advancing the rights of refugees, asylum seekers and dis-
placed persons. Previously she served as the Director of the Brussels
Office of Independent Diplomat, and from 2008 to 2014 she was the Ex-
ecutive Director of the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO)-a
Brussels-based network of not-for-profit organisations working on conflict
prevention and peacebuilding. She also held the positions of Director of
Policy, Communications and Comparative Learning at Conciliation Re-
sources, Senior Programme Coordinator (South East Europe/CIS/Turkey)
at Transparency International and Europe/Central Asia Programme Coor-
dinator at Minority Rights Group International. Woollard has additionally
worked as a consultant advising governments on anti-corruption and gov-
ernance reform, as a lecturer in political science, teaching and researching
on the EU and international politics, and for the UK civil service.

Catherine Woollard, Avrupa Miilteci ve Siirgiinler Konseyi (ECRE) Genel
Sekreteri'dir. ECRE, Avrupa lilkelerinin ittifakina dayali ve uluslararasi ko-
ruma alaninda ¢alisan yaklasik 96 sivil toplum kurulusunun lye oldugu bir
agdir. Gegmiste Bagimsiz Diplomatlar Grubu’nun Briiksel Ofis Direktérii
olarak calisan Woollard 2008-2014 yillari arasinda ¢atismanin énlenmesi
ve barigin insaasi lizerine ¢alisan sivil toplum kuruluglarinin olusturdugu
bir ag olan Avrupa Baris Insaas irtibat Biirosu’nun direktérii olarak g6-
rev yapmistir. Conciliation Resources’da Siyaset, iletisim ve Karsilastirmali
Ogrenme Birimi Direktérii, Transparency International’da Giineydogu Avru-
pa ve Tiirkiye Kidemli Program Koordinatérii, Minority Rights Group'da Av-
rupa ve Orta Asya Program Koordinatérii olarak gérev yapmistir. Hiikiimet-
lere yolsuzluk konusunda danismanlik hizmeti vermis, akademisyen olarak
Birlesik Krallik’taki kamu kurumu ¢alisanlarina siyaset bilimi, AB (izerine
egitim ve arastirma ve uluslararasi politika alanlarinda dersler vermistir.

COUNCIL OF EXPERTS
UZMANLAR KURULU UYELERI

BERTIE AHERN

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a position
to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial appointments as
well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining moment of Mr Ahern’s
three terms in office as Taoiseach was the successful negotiation of the
Good Friday Agreement in April 1998. Mr Ahern held the Presidency of the
European Council in 2004, presiding over the historic enlargement of the
EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Government in 2008 Mr Ahern has
dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively involved with many
groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The Inter Ac-
tion Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of the Inter-
national Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country; Honorary
Adjunct Professor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in NUI Maynooth;
Member of the Kennedy Institute of NUI Maynooth; Member of the Insti-
tute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin; Member of the Varkey Gems Founda-
tion Advisory Board; Member of Crisis Management Initiative; Member of
the World Economic Forum Agenda Council on Negotiation and Conflict
Resolution; Member of the IMAN Foundation; Advisor to the Legislative
Leadership Institute Academy of Foreign Affairs; Senior Advisor to the In-
ternational Advisory Council to the Harvard International Negotiation Pro-
gramme; and Director of Co-operation Ireland.

Tecriibeli bir siyasetgi olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gérevinden sonra
irlanda Cumhuriyeti Basbakani olarak gérev yapmistir. Bertie Ahern’in bas-
bakanlik yaptigi dénemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilinin Nisan ayinda
Hayirli Cuma Anlagsmasi’yla sonuglanan barig gériismesi miizakerelerinin
baslatiimasi olmustur. Ahern, 2004 yilinda Avrupa Konseyi baskanligi g6-
revini yiirtitiirken Avrupa Birligi’nin lye (lke sayisinin 27’ye c¢iktigi tarihsel
sliregte payi olan en énemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda aktif
siyasetten cekilen Bertie Ahern o tarihten bu yana blitiin zamanini gatisma
¢6ziimi ¢alismalarina ayirmakta ve bu amacla pek ¢ok grupla temaslarda
bulunmaktadir. Ahern’in hali hazirda sahip oldugu (invanlar sunlardir: The
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Inter Action Council Esbaskanligi, Clinton Kiiresel insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask
Ulkesindeki Catisma Uzerine Calisma Yiiriiten Uluslararasi Grup Uyeligi,
irlanda Ulusal Universitesi Arabuluculuk ve Catismaya Miidahale Bélimii
Fahri Profesérliigii, Berlin Kiiltiirel Diplomasi Enstitiisii Uyeligi, Varkey
Gems Vakfi Danisma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz Idaresi Inisiyatifi Uyeligi, Diinya
Ekonomik Forumu Miizakere ve Catisma Céziimii Forumu Konsey Uyeligi,
Harvard Uluslararasi Miizakere Programi Uluslararasi Danismanlar Konse-
yi Basdanismani.

DERMOT AHERN

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Government
Minister and was a key figure for more than 20 years in the Irish peace
process, including in negotiations for the Good Friday Agreement and the
St Andrews Agreement. He also has extensive experience at the EU Coun-
cil level, including as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional
and Lisbon Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gecmiste Irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilligi ve kabinede bakanlik gérev-
lerinde bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir siire irlanda baris siire-
cinde anahtar bir rol oynamistir ve bu siire iginde Belfast Anlagmasi (Ha-
yirli Cuma Anlasmasi) ve St. Andrews Anlagmasi igin yapilan miizakerelere
dahil olmustur. AB Konseyi seviyesinde de 6nemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern,
AB Anayasasi ve Lizbon Antlasmalari siirecinde de énemli bir arabulucu
ve imzaci olmugtur. 2005 yilinda dénemin Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sek-
reteri Kofi Annan tarafindan BM Reformu konusunda 6zel temsilci olarak
atanmigtir.

Prof. Dr. MEHMET ASUTAY

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic
Political Economy & Finance at the Durham University Business School,
UK. He researches, teaches and supervises research on Islamic political
economy and finance, Middle Eastern economic development and finance,
the political economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish
political economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic
Economics and Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic
Economics, as well as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic

Social Science. He is the Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British Soci-
ety for Middle Eastern Studies); and of the IAIE (International Association
for Islamic Economics).

Dr. Mehmet Asutay, ingiltere’deki Durham Universitesi’nin isletme Fakiilte-
si’nde Ortadogu’nun islami Siyasal Ekonomisi ve Finansi alaninda profesor
olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Asutay Tiirk ve Kiirt siyasal ekonomisi, Islami
siyasal ekonomi, ve Ortadogu’da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler ver-
mekte, aragtirmalar yapmakta ve yapilan arastirmalara danismanlik yap-
maktadir.

ALi BAYRAMOGLU

Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since 1994, he has
contributed as a columnist for a variety of newspapers. He is currently a
columnist for daily Karar. He is a member of the Wise Persons Committee
in Turkey, established during the peace process between 2013-2015.

Ali Bayramoglu, yazar ve siyasi yorumcudur. 1994 yilindan bu yana cgesitli
gazetelerde kése yazarligi yapti. Halen, giinliik Karar gazetesinde kése yaz-
maya devam etmektedir. Tiirkiye'de 2013-2015 yillari arasinda gergceklesen
Céziim Siirecinde Akil Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir.

Prof. CHRISTINE BELL

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh, Scotland. She
is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assistant Principal (Global Justice)
at the University of Edinburgh, Co-director of the Global Justice Acade-
my, and a member of the British Academy. She was chairperson of the
Belfast-based human rights organization, the Committee on the Admin-
istration of Justice, from 1995-7, and a founder member of the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission established under the terms of the Bel-
fast Agreement. In 1999 she was a member of the European Commission’s
Committee of Experts on Fundamental Rights. She is an expert on transi-
tional justice, peace negotiations, constitutional law and human rights law.
She regularly conducts training on these topics for diplomats, mediators
and lawyers, has been involved as a legal advisor in a number of peace
negotiations, and acted as an expert in transitional justice for the UN Sec-
retary-General, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
and UNIFEM.
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Iskogya’nin baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiiriiten bir hukukgudur. Edin-
burgh Universitesi’nde Anayasa hukuku profesérii olarak ve ayni (iniversi-
te biinyesindeki Kiiresel Adalet Projesinde Miidiir yardimcisi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. ingiliz Akademisi (iyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillari arasinda
Belfast merkezli insan Haklar 6rgiitii Adalet idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve
Belfast Anlasmasi sartlari gercevesinde kurulan Kuzey irlanda insan Hak-
lari Komisyonu kurucu (iyesi olarak gorev yapti. 1999'da ise Avrupa Komis-
yonu Temel Haklar Uzmanlar Komitesi (iyeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik
alanlan Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, Baris Miizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve
Insan Haklari olan Prof. Bell, ayni zamanda bu konularda diplomat, arabu-
lucu ve hukukgulara egitim vermekte, BM Genel Sekreterligi, Insan Haklari
Yiiksek Komiserligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM’in de dahil oldugu kurumlarda hukuk
danismani olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

ORAL CALISLAR

Oral Caliglar completed his studies at the Ankara University Faculty of
Political Sciences. Was President of the Club of Socialist Thought at the
university, as well as Secretary-General of the Ankara University Student
Union. Wrote for Tiirk Solu journal which was launched in 1967 and for the
Aydinlik journal which was launched in 1968. Was member of the edito-
rial board of Aydinlik journal. Was arrested after the 12th of March 1971
military coup. Remained imprisoned for three years until the Amnesty
law adopted in 1974. Was Editor in Chief for the Aydinlik daily newspaper
launched in 1978. Was arrested again after the 12th of September 1980
military coup and released in August 1988 after four years in prison. Lived
in Hamburg between 1990 and 1992 upon the invitation of the Senate of
Hamburg. Worked for Cumhuriyet daily between 1992 and 2008. Broadcast
television programmes on different channels, including TRT, 24TV, 360,
and SKYTURK. Transferred from Cumhuriyet daily to Radikal daily in 2008.
Between 2004-2007, he was in board of Turkish Journalists Association.
He has a permanent press card. Became Editor in Chief for Taraf daily in
2013. Was part of the Wise People Committee in the same year. Later had
to leave Taraf daily alongside Halil Berktay, Alper Gormis, Vahap Cogkun,
Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar, and Yildiray Ogur, among others, after the
intervention of the Giilen Congregation. Returned to Radikal daily. Started
writing for Posta daily after 2016, when Radikal was discontinued. Con-
tinues work as a commentator on TV news channels. Has 20 published

books, including The Leaders’ Prison, Hz. Ali, Mamak Prison from the 12th
of March to 12th of September, The Kurdish Issue with Ocalan and Burkay,
My 68 Memoirs, The Alevis, When Deniz and Friends Were Executed, My
Childhood in Tarsus, The History of Gulenism. Recipient of a large number
of journalism and research awards. Married (1976) to author and journalist
ipek Calislar. Father of author Resat Calislar.

Oral Caliglar Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi’nde egitimini ta-
mamladi. Universitede Sosyalist Fikir Kuliibii baskanhgini ve Ankara Univer-
sitesi Ogrenci Birligi genel sekreterligini yapti. 1967°de kurulan Tiirk Solu ve
1967de kurulan Aydinlik dergileri igin yazdi. Ayrica Aydinlik dergisinin ya-
yin kurulu lyesiydi. 12 Mart 1971 darbesinden sonra tutuklandi ve 1974’te
af yasasi ¢ikana kadar (¢ yil cezaevinde kaldi. 1978 yilinda ¢ikan Aydinlik
Gazetesi’nin yazi igleri miidlirliigtinii yapti. 12 Eyliil 1980 darbesi sonrasinda
tekrardan tutuklandi ve dért yil cezaevinde kaldiktan sonra Agustos 1988de
tahliye edildi. Hamburg Senato’sunun daveti lizerine gittigi Hamburg'da
1990-1992 yillar1 arasinda yasadi. 1992 ve 2008 yillari arasinda Cumhuriyet
Gazetesi’nde calisti. TRT, 24TV, 360 ve SKYTURK de dahil olmak iizere gesit-
li kanallarda televizyon programi yapti. 2008 yilinda Cumhuriyet’ten Radikal
Gazetesi’ne gecis yapti. 2004-2007 yillari arasinda Tiirkiye Gazeteciler Ce-
miyeti Yonetim Kurulu’ndaydi. Kendisinin siirekli basin karti bulunmaktadir.
2013 yilinda Taraf Gazetesi Yazi Isleri Miidiirii oldu. Ayni yil Akil insanlar
Heyeti’nde yer aldi. Daha sonra, Giilen Cemaati’nin miidahalesi sonucunda,
Halil Berktay, Alper G6rmiis, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar,
Yildiray Ogur ve digerleriyle birlikte Taraf’tan ayrildi. Radikal’e geri déniis
yapti. Radikal Gazetesi kapandiktan sonra, 2016 yilinda Posta Gazetesi igin
yazmaya bagladi. Televizyon programlarina siyaset yorumcusu olarak katil-
maya devam etmektedir. 20 kitap yayinlamistir. Bunlarin arasinda ‘Liderler
Hapishanesi’, ‘Hz. Ali, ‘Mamak Askeri Cezaevi, ‘Ocalan ve Burkay’la Kiirt
Sorunu’, ‘68 Anilarim, ‘Aleviler’, ‘Denizler idama Giderken’, ‘Cocuklugumun
Tarsus’u’ ve ‘Fetullahgiligin Tarihi’ de bulunmaktadir. Gazetecilik ve aragstir-
ma alanlarinda bircok édiile sahiptir. 1976°dan beri yazar ve gazeteci Ipek
Caliglar ile evlidir. Yazar Resat Calislar’in babasidir.

CENGIZ CANDAR

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely respected
online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey and the Middle East. He
is a former war correspondent and an expert on the Middle East. He served
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as a special adviser to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal. Cengiz
Candar is a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm University In-
stitute for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve kése yazari olan Candar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesi
icin kose yazarligi yapmistir. Al Monitor haber sitesinde kose yazarligi yap-
maktadir. Ortadogu konusunda énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir dénem
savas muhabiri olarak ¢alismis veTlirkiye eski Cumhurbaskani merhum
Turgut Ozal’a 6zel danismanlik yapmstir.

ANDY CARL

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution and public par-
ticipation in peace processes. He believes that building peace is not an act
of charity but an act of justice. He co-founded and was Executive Director
of Conciliation Resources. Previously, he was the first Programme Director
with International Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of Practice at the
School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an adviser to a number
of peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive Peace and Transition Ini-
tiative at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Legal Tools for Peace-Making
Project in Cambridge, and the Oxford Research Group, London.

Andy Carl catisma ¢éziimii ve bans siireglerine kamusal katilimin saglanmasi
lizerine galisan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barigin insaasinin bir hayirseverlik faali-
yetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi ¢cabasi olduguna inanan Carl, ¢atis-
ma Co6ziimi alaninda ¢alisan etkili kurumlardan biri olan Conciliation Resour-
ces’un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dénem Uluslararasi Uyari (International Alert)
isimli kurumda Program Direktérii olarak gérev yapan Carl, halen Edinburgh
Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi biinyesinde Fahri Bilim Kurulu Uyesi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Bans insasi (izerine galisan Cenevre Mezunlar Insiyatifi biinyesin-
deki Baris ve Gegis Dénemi Inisiyatifi, Cambridge’te yiiriitiilen Barisin Insasi igin
Yasal Araglar Projesi ve Londra'da faaliyet yliriiten Oxford Aragtirma Grubu gibi
bir dizi kurum ve olusuma danismanlik yapmaya devam etmektedir.

Dr. VAHAP COSKUN

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Dicle in Diyar-
bakir where he also completed his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in law.
Coskun received his PhD from Ankara University Faculty of Law. He has
written for Serbestiyet and Kurdistan24 online newspaper. He has published

books on human rights, constitutional law, political theory and social peace.
Coskun was a member of the former Wise Persons Commission in Turkey
(Central Anatolian Region).

Dr. Vahap Cosgkun Diyarbakir'da, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde &g-
retim (iyesidir. Lisans ve lisansiistii egitimini Dicle Universitesi’nde tamamla-
diktan sonra Ankara Universitesi’nde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamistir. Serbes-
tiyet ve Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Coskun, insan haklari,
anayasa hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu kitaplar yayinlamistir.
Coskun, Akil insanlar Komisyonu’nun ¢ Anadolu bélgesi iiyesiydi.

AYSEGUL DOGAN

Aysegiil Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews, created news
files and programmes for independent news platforms. She studied at the
Faculty of Cultural Mediation and Communications at Metz University, and
Paris School of Journalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara bureau
of Agence-France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier International
and at the Kurdish service of The Voice of America. She worked as a pro-
gramme creator at Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist for the Turk-
ish edition of Le Monde Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at the Kurdology
department of National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations
in Paris. She worked on political communications for a long time. From its
establishment in 2011 to its closure in 2016, she worked as a programmes
coordinator at IMC TV. She prepared and presented the programme “Giin-
dem Muzakere” on the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina ézel réportaj, haber dosyasi ve programlar
hazirlayan gazeteci Aysegiil Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiiltii-
rel ve iletisim Fakiiltesi'nin ardindan egitimine Paris Yiiksek Gazetecilik
Okulu’nda devam etti. Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP’nin An-
kara, Courrier International’in Paris blirosunda ve Amerika’nin Sesi Klirtgce
servisinde gazeteciligi deneyimledi. Radyo Ekin’de programci, Le Monde
Diplomatique Tiirkge'de ¢evirmen gazeteci olarak galisti. Paris’te yasadigi
siire icinde Dogu Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri Enstitiisii Kiirdoloji béliimiinde
okutmanlik yapti. Uzunca bir siire siyaset iletisimi ile ilgilendi. 2011’de ku-
rulan IMC TV 2016°da kapatilana dek; program koordinatérii olarak calisti.
Ayni kanalda “Glindem Miizakere” programini hazirladi ve sundu. Halen (il-
kesindeki pek cok meslektasi gibi etik ilkelere bagli; bagimsiz bir gazeteci
olarak ¢alisma arayis, istek ve heyecanini koruyor.
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VEGARD ELLEFSEN

Vegard is a Norwegian diplomat who retired 31 August 2019 from the for-
eign service when he left his last posting as ambassador to Ankara. He
has been twice posted to NATO both as Permanent representative on the
North Atlantic Council and deputy to the same position. He has earlier
been posted to the Norwegian mission to the U.N. in New York and to the
Embassy in Ottawa. In the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs he has
been Political Director, Director General for the Regional division, Director
of the Minister’s secretariat and special envoy to the Sudan peace talks
and special envoy to Syria and Irag. Mr. Ellefsen has a Master in Political
Science from the University of Oslo.

Norvegli bir diplomat olan Vegard, 31 Agustos 2019'da digislerinden emek-
li oldugunda Ankara’da biiyiikelgi olarak gérev yapmaktaydi. iki kere NA-
TO’ya atanan Vergard, Kuzey Atlantik Konseyi Daimi Temsilcisi ve Daimi
Temsilci Yardimcisi olarak gérev yapmistir. Daha éncesinde de New York’ta
Norveg Birlesmis Milletler Daimi Temsilciligi’nde ve Ottowa Bliylikelgili-
gi'nde bulundu. Norveg Dis isleri Bakanligi’nda Siyasi Isler Direktérii, B6l-
gesel Béliinme Genel Miidiirii, bakanin Ozel Kalem Miidiirliigii Direktérii,
Sudan baris miizakereleri ézel temsilcisi ve Suriye ve Irak 6zel temsilcisi
olarak gérev aldi. Ellefsen Oslo Universitesi’nde Siyaset Bilimi yiiksek li-
sansi yapmigtir.

Prof. Dr. FAZIL HUSNU ERDEM

Dr. Fazil Hiisnili Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and Head of the
Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle University, Diyarbakir. In 2007,
Erdem was a member of the commission which was established to draft a
new constitution to replace the Constitution of 1982 which was introduced
following the coup d’etat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the Wise Per-
sons Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister Erdogan,
in the team that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia Region.

Fazil Hiisnii Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Anayasa Hukuku
Anabilim Dali Baskanidir. 2007°de, 1980 darbesinin takiben ydirlirliige giren
1982 darbe anayasasini degistirmek lizere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama
komisyonunda yer almigtir. Erdem, 2013’de Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikiime-
ti tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve ¢6ziim siireci kapsaminda olugturulan
Akil Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir.

Prof. Dr. SALOMON LERNER FEBRES

Professor Dr. Salomén Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy from Uni-
versité Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President of the Center
for Democracy and Human Rights and Professor and Rector Emeritus of
Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. He is former President of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Peru. Prof. Lerner has given many talks
and speeches about the role and the nature of university, the problems of
scholar research in higher education and about ethics and public culture.
Furthermore, he has participated in numerous conferences in Peru and
other countries about violence and pacification. In addition, he has been
a speaker and panellist in multiple workshops and symposiums about the
work and findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru.
He has received several honorary doctorates as well as numerous recog-
nitions and distinctions of governments and international human rights
institutions.

Prof. Salomdn felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini Belgika'dakiUniversi-
té Catholique de Louvain'de tamamlamigtir. Peru'daki Pontifical Catho-
lic Universitesi’nin onursal rektérii sifatini tasiyan Prof. Salomdn Lerner
Febres, ayni iiniversite biinyesindeki Demokrasi ve Iinsan Haklari Merke-
zi’'nin de bagkanligini yapmaktadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlagma Komisyonu
eski baskanidir. Universitenin rolii ve dogasi, akademik calismalarda
kargilasilan zorluklar, etik ve kamu kiiltiir(i konulu ¢ok sayida konusma
yapmisg, siddet ve pasifizm konusunda Peru bagta olmak (izere pek ¢ok (ilk-
ede yapilan konferanslara konusmaci olarak katiimistir.

Prof. MERVYN FROST

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and was former
Head of the Department of War Studies, at King’s College London, UK.
He was previously Chair of Politics at the University of Natal, Durban,
South Africa and was President of the South African Political Studies
Association. He currently sits on the editorial boards of International Po-
litical Sociology and the Journal of International Political Theory, among
others. He is an expert on human rights in international relations, hu-
manitarian intervention, justice in world politics, democratising global
governance, the just war tradition in an era of New Wars, and ethics in a
globalising world.

.,

87

o
v



410
]
L 4

88

Londra'daki King’s College’in Savas Calismalar béliimiiniin bagkanligini yap-
maktadir. Daha énce Giiney Afrika’nin Durban sehrindeki Natal Universite-
si'de Siyaset Bilimi béliimiiniin bagkanligini yapmigtir. Gliney Afrika Siyaset
Calismalari Enstitiisii Baskanligi gérevinde de bulunan Profesér Frost, insan
Haklari ve Uluslararasi lliskiler, insancil Miidahale, Diinya Siyasetinde Adalet,
Kiiresel Yonetimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni Savaslar Déneminde Adil Sa-
vag Gelenegi ve Kiiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi konularda uzman bir isimdir.

DAVID GORMAN

David has more than 25 years of experience in the field of peacemaking.
He started his career in the Middle East and he went on to work for inter-
national organisations on a wide range of conflicts around the world. David
has been based in the Philippines, Indonesia, Liberia, Bosnia as well as the
West Bank and Gaza and has been working in Eurasia for the last several
years. He graduated from the London School of Economics, was featured
in the award winning film ‘Miles and War’ as well as several publications
and has published several articles on mediation.

David’in barig ingasi alaninda 25 yildan fazla deneyimi bulunmaktadir. Da-
vid kariyerine Orta Dogu’da bagladi ve daha sonra uluslararasi kurumlarda,
diinyanin gegitli yerlerinde olan ¢atismalar lizerinde ¢aligti. Kendisi Filipin-
ler, Endonezya, Liberya, Bosna, Bati Seria ve Gazze'de bulundu. Son birkag
yildir da Avrasya bélgesinde ¢alismaktadir. David London School of Econo-
mics’den mezun oldu, 6dillii ‘Miles and War’ filminde ve c¢esitli yayinlarda
yer aldi ve arabuluculukla ilgili ¢esitli makaleler yayimladi.

MARTIN GRIFFITHS

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and currently the UN’s
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
after previously serving as the UN’s Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010
he was the founding Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in
Geneva where he specialised in developing political dialogue between gov-
ernments and insurgents in a range of countries across Asia, Africa and
Europe. He is a co-founder of Inter Mediate, a London based NGO devoted
to conflict resolution, and has worked for international organisations in-
cluding UNICEF, Save the Children, Action Aid, and the European Institute

of Peace. Griffiths has also worked in the British Diplomatic Service and
for the UN, including as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs
(Geneva), Deputy to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York), Regional
Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordinator in the
Balkans and Deputy Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria (UNSMIS).

Kidemli bir uluslararasi arabulucu olan eski Birlesmis Milletler Yemen Ozel
Temsilcisi Martin Griffiths, Birlesmis Milletler insani Yardim Koordinasyon
Ofisi’nde (OCHA) insani Yardim ve Acil Durum Yardimi Koordinatérii Genel
Sekreter Bagyardimcisi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa
kitalarindaki gesitli (ilkelerde hiikiimetler ile isyanci gruplar arasinda siya-
sal diyalog gelistirilmesi iizerine calisan Cenevre'deki insani Diyalog Mer-
kezi’'nin (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue) kurucu direktérii olan Martin
Griffiths 1999-2010 yillari arasinda bu gérevi siirdiirmlistiir. Catisma ¢ézii-
mii lzerine ¢alisan Londra merkezli Inter Mediate’in kurucular arasinda
bulunan Griffiths, UNICEF, Save the Children ve Action Aid isimli ulus-
lararasi kurumlarda da gérev yapmistir. ingiltere Diplomasi Servisi’ndeki
hizmetlerinin yani sira Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde Cenevre Ofisi’nde in-
sani Faaliyetler Béliimi’nde ydnetici, New York ofisinde Acil Yardim Koor-
dinatérii yardimciligi, Biiyiik Géller (Great Lakes) bélgesinde Insani Yardim
Koordinatérti, Balkanlarda BM Bdélgesel Koordinatérii ve BM eski Genel
Sekreteri Kofi Annan’in BM ve Arap Birligi adina Suriye ézel temsilciligi
yaptigi dbnemde kendisine bas danismanlik yapmistir.

KEZBAN HATEMi

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is registered
with the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked as a self employed
lawyer, as well as Turkey’s National Commission to UNESCO and a cam-
paigner and advocate during the Bosnian War. She was involved in draft-
ing the Turkish Civil Code and Law of Foundations as well as in preparing
the legal groundwork for the chapters on Religious Freedoms and Mi-
norities and Community Foundations within the Framework Law of Har-
monization prepared by Turkey in preparation for EU accession. She has
published articles on women’s, minority groups, children, animals and
human rights and the fight against drugs. She is a member of the former
Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister
Erdogan, and sits on the Board of Trustees of the Technical University
and the Darulacaze Foundation.
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Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nden mezun olduktan sonra Istanbul
Barosuna kayitl olarak avukatlik yapmaya baglamigtir. Serbest avukatlik
yapmanin yani sira UNESCO Tiirkiye Milli Komisyonu’nda hukukgu olarak
g6rev yapmis, Bosna savagi sirasinda siirdiiriilen savas karsiti kampanya-
larda aktif olarak yer almistir. Tiirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi'ne (iyelik siireci
geregi hazirlanan Uyum Yasalari Cerceve Yasasinin Dini Ozgiirliikler, Azin-
liklar ve Vakiflar ile ilgili béliimlerine iliskin hukuki calismalarda yer almis,
Tiirk Ceza Kanunu ve Vakiflar Kanunu’nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda
gérev almistir. insan haklar, kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, cocuk haklari,
hayvan haklar ve uyusturucu ile miicadele konularinda ¢ok sayida yazili
eseri vardir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in bagbakanligi déneminde olusturulan
Akil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almistir. Bunun yani sira istanbul Universitesi
ile Dariilacaze Vakfi Miitevelli heyetlerinde gérev yapmaktadir.

Dr. EDEL HUGHES

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Lecturer in Law at the School of Law, National Univer-
sity of Ireland, Galway. Prior to joining NUI Galway, Dr. Hughes was a Sen-
ior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex University and previously worked at the
University of East London and the University of Limerick. She was awarded
an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human Rights Law from the National
University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and 2009, respectively. Her research
interests are in the areas of international human rights law, public inter-
national law, and conflict transformation, with a regional interest in Turkey
and the Middle East. She has published widely on these areas.

Dr. Edel Hughes, Ulusal Irlanda Galway Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde
68retim lyesidir. Daha énce Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi'nde
kidemli 6gretim liyesi olarak gérev yapmis ve ayrica Dogu Londra Universi-
tesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi ve Limerick Universitesi’nde calismistir.Hughes, yiik-
sek lisans ve doktorasini 2003-2009 yillar arasinda Irlanda Ulusal Uni-
versitesi’nde Uluslararasi insan Haklari Hukuku alaninda tamamlamistir.
Hughes’un birgok yayininin da bulundugu ¢alisma alanlari iginde, Orta Do-
8u’yu ve Tiirkiye'yi de kapsayan sekilde, uluslararasi insan haklari hukuku,
uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve ¢atisma ¢6z(imii yer almaktadir.

KADIR INANIR

Kadir inanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed actor and
director, and has starred in well over a hundred films. He has won several
awards for his work in Turkish cinema. He graduated from Marmara Univer-
sity Faculty of Communication. In 2013 he became a member of the Wise
Persons Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yénetmen Kadir Inanir, 100°(i askin filmde rol almis ve Tiirk
sinemasina katkilarindan dolayi pek ¢ok 6diile layik gériismliistiir. 1949 se-
nesinde Ordu, Fatsa'da dogan inanir, Marmara Universitesi iletisim Fakiil-
tesi Radyo-Televizyon Béliimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde baris
siirecini yénetmek amaciyla kurulan Akil insanlar Heyeti’ne Akdeniz Bélge-
si temsilcisi olarak girmigtir.

Prof. Dr. AHMET iNSEL

Professor Ahmet insel is a former faculty member of Galatasaray Univer-
sity in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne University, France.
He is Managing Editor of the Turkish editing house, lletisim, and member
of the editorial board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist
at Cumhuriyet newspaper and an author who published several books and
articles in both Turkish and French.

iletisim Yayinlari Yayin Kurulu Koordinatérliigiinii yiiriiten Ahmet insel, Ga-
latasaray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesi’nde 63-
retim lyesi olarak gérev yapmigtir. Birikim Dergisi yayin kolektifi lyesi ve
Cumbhuriyet Gazetesinde kése yazaridir. Tiirkge ve Fransizca olmak lizere
cok sayida kitabi ve makalesi bulunmaktadir.

ALEKA KESSLER

Aleka Kessler works as Project Officer at the Centre for Humanitarian Dia-
logue (HD). Having joined HD in 2017 to work on Syria, Aleka has been co-
ordinating mediation project in complex conflict settings. Previously, Aleka
also worked with Médecins Sans Frontieres and the United Nations Associ-
ation Mexico. She holds a degree in International Relations from the Univer-
sity of Geneva and a Master’s degree in Development Studies from the Grad-
uate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, where
she specialized in humanitarian affairs, negotiation and conflict resolution.
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Aleka Kessler Insani Diyalog Merkezi’nde (HD) proje sorumlusu olarak ¢a-
lismaktadir. Suriye (lzerinde galismak i¢cin 2017 yilinda HD’ye katilan Kess-
ler, karmasik gatisma ortamlarinda arabuluculuk projesini ytiriitmektedir.
Kessler daha 6nce Sinir Tanimayan Doktorlar ve Meksika Birlesmis Milletler
Dernegi’nde ¢alismistir. Lisans egitimini Cenevre Universitesi Uluslararasi
iliskiler Béliimii’nde tamamlayan Kessler, daha sonra yiiksek lisansini yine
Cenevre'de bulunan Uluslararasi ve Kalkinma Calismalari Yiiksek Lisans
Enstitiisti'nde (IHEID) Kalkinma Calismalari alaninda yapti. Kessler insani
yardim, arabuluculuk ve gatisma ¢éziimii alanlarinda uzmanlasmistir.

AVILA KILMURRAY

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiating team for the Good
Friday Agreement and has written extensively on community action, the
women’s movement and conflict transformation. She serves as an adviser
on the Ireland Committee of the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well
as a board member of Conciliation Resources (UK) and the Institute for
British Irish Studies. She was the first Women’s Officer for the Transport
& General Workers Union for Ireland (1990-1994) and from 1994-2014 she
was Director of the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland, manag-
ing EU PEACE funding for the re-integration of political ex-prisoners in
Northern Ireland as well as support for community-based peace building.
She is a recipient of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy
through the European Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is working as a con-
sultant with The Social Change Initiative to support work with the Migrant
Learning Exchange Programme and learning on peace building.

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucusudur ve bu si-
yasi partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirli Cuma Anlasmasi miizake-
relerine katilmigtir. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve ¢catigsmanin déniisii-
mii gibi konularda cok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve irlanda’da
aralarinda Conciliation Resources (Uzlasma Kaynaklari), the Global Fund
for Community Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar igin Kiirsel Fon), Conflict
Resolution Services Ireland (irlanda Catisma Céziimii Hizmetleri) ve the
Institute for British Irish Studies (Britanya ve irlanda galismalari Enstitiisii)
isimli kurumlarda y6netim kurulu lyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. 1990-94
yillari arasinda Ulasim ve Genel Isgiler Sendikasi’nda Kadinlardan Sorumlu
Y6netici olarak ¢alismis ve bu gérevi yerine getiren ilk kadin olmustur. 1994-

2014 yillari arasinda Kuzey Irlanda Toplum Vakfi’nin direktérliigiini yapmis
ve bu gorevi sirasinda eski siyasi mahkumlarin yeniden entegrasyonu ile
barisin toplumsal zeminde yeniden ingasina dair Avrupa Birligi fonlarinin
idaresini ylrtitmlistiir. Avrupa Vakiflar Merkezi tarafindan verilen Yenilikgi
Hayirseverler Raymond Georis Odiilii’niin de sahibidir.

Prof. RAM MANIKKALINGAM

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the Dialogue Advi-
sory Group, an independent organisation that facilitates political dialogue to
reduce violence. He is a member of the Special Presidential Task Force on
Reconciliation in Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the University of Amster-
dam. Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri Lankan peace process to
then President Kumaratunga. He has served as an advisor with Ambassador
rank at the Sri Lanka Mission to the United Nations in New York and prior
to that he was an advisor on International Security to the Rockefeller Foun-
dation. He is an expert on issues pertaining to conflict, multiculturalism and
democracy, and has authored multiple works on these topics. He is a found-
ing board member of the Laksham Kadirgamar Institute for Strategic Studies
and International Relations, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Béliimii'nde misafir Profesér olarak
gorev yapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet baskanina bans slireci icin danisman-
Itk yapmistir. Danismanlik gérevini hala siirdiirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlari
arasinda ¢atisma, ¢okkdiltiirliiliik, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram
Manikkalingam, Sri Lanka'daki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Calismalar ve
Uluslararasi lliskiler Enstitiisi’niin kurucu lyesi ve yénetim kurulu iiyesidir.

BEJAN MATUR

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She has pub-
lished ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing she focuses mainly
on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue, minority issues, prison literature
and women’s rights. She has won several literary prizes and her work has
been translated into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the
Diyarbakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the Daily
Zaman, and occasionally for the English version, Today’s Zaman.

Tiirkiye’nin 6nde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alanin-
da yayimlanmis 10 kitabi bulunmaktadir. 2012 yilinin bagina kadar yazdigi
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diizenli kége yazilarinda Kiirt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, giindelik siyaset,
azinlk sorunlari, cezaevi yazilari ve kadin sorunu gibi konulari islemistir.
Yapitlari 28 degisik dile ¢evrilen Matur, cok sayida edebiyat 6diilii sahibidir.
Diyarbakir Kiiltiir ve Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmustur.

Prof. MONICA MCWILLIAMS

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Justice Insti-
tute at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She currently serves on a
three-person panel established by the Northern Ireland government to
make recommendations on the disbandment of paramilitary organisa-
tions in Northern Ireland. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof.
McWilliams co-founded the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition political
party and was elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations,
which took place in 1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a mem-
ber of the Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003. Prof.
McWilliams is a signatory of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and has
chaired the Implementation Committee on Human Rights on behalf of the
British and Irish governments. For her role in delivering the peace agree-
ment in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one recipient of the John F.
Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesi’ndeki Gecis Dénemi Adaleti
Enstitlisii’ne bagl Kadin Calismalari Bélimi’nde 68retim (iyesidir. 2005- 2011
yillari arasinda Kuzey Irlanda insan Haklari Komisyonu Komiseri olarak Kuzey
irlanda Haklar Beyannamesi igin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu olarak gé-
rev yapmigtir. Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu’nun kurucularindan olan Prof.
McWilliams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirli Cuma) Barig Anlagmasi’nin imzalan-
masiyla sonuglanan Cok Partili Banig Gériismeleri’nde yer almigtir.

HANNE MELFALD

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
eight years including as the Senior Adviser to the Secretariat of the Foreign
Minister of Norway before she became a Project Manager in HD’s Eura-
sia office in 2015. She previously worked for the United Nations for six
years including two years with the United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan as Special Assistant to the Special Representative of the Sec-
retary-General. She has also worked for the United Nations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Nepal and Geneva, as well as for
the Norwegian Refugee Council and the Norwegian Directorate of Immi-
gration. Melfald has a degree in International Relations from the University
of Bergen and the University of California, Santa Barbara, as well as a Mas-
ter’s degree in Political Science from the University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, basdanismanlik dahil olmak lizere 8 yil boyunca Norveg
Digigleri Bakanligi blinyesinde cesitli gbrevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yilin-
dan itibaren insani Diyalog icin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde
Proje Miidiirii olarak ¢alismaya baslamistir. Gegcmiste Birlesmis Milletler
btinyesinde gérev almig, bu gérevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis Mil-
letler’in Afganistan Yardim Misyonunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel Temsil-
cisi olarak gérev yapmistir. Ayrica Birlesmis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi
biinyesinde bulunan Nepal Insani Yardim Koordinasyon Ofisinde de gérev
almistir. Bir dénem Norveg Siginmacilar Konseyi ve Norve¢ Gé¢menlik
Isleri Miidiirliigiinde ¢alisan Hanna Melfald Norve¢’in Bergen ve ABD’nin
Kaliforniya Universitelerinde aldigi Uluslararasi lligkiler egitimini Olso
Universitesinde aldigi Siyaset Bilimi yiiksek lisans egitimiyle tamamla-
migtir.

ROELF MEYER

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace processes hav-
ing advised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, Burundi,
Iraq, Kosovo, the Basque Region, Guyana, Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar,
and South Sudan. Meyer’s experience in international peace processes
stems from his involvement in the settlement of the South African con-
flict in which he was the government’s chief negotiator in constitutional
negotiations with the ANC’s chief negotiator and current South African
President, Cyril Ramaphosa. Negotiating the end of apartheid and pav-
ing the way for South Africa’s first democratic elections in 1994, Meyer
continued his post as Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the Cabinet
of the new President, Nelson Mandela. Meyer retired as a Member of
Parliament and as the Gauteng leader of the National Party in 1996 and
co-founded the United Democratic Movement (UDM) political party the
following year. Retiring from politics in 2000, Meyer has since held a
number of international positions, including membership of the Strate-
gy Committee of the Project on Justice in Times of Transition at Harvard
University.
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Roelf Meyer, Gliney Afrika’daki barnis siirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti
adina basmlizakereci olarak gérev yapmistir. O dénem Afrika Ulusal Kong-
resi (ANC) adina bagmiizakereci olarak gérev yapan ve su an Giiney Afrika
devlet baskani olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte yiiriittiiglii miizakereler
sonrasinda Gliney Afrika'daki irk¢i apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994
yilinda lilkedeki ilk 6zglir segimlerin yapilmasi saglanmistir. Yapilan se¢im
sonrasi yeni devlet baskani segilen Nelson Mandela kurdugu ilk hiikiimette
Roelf Meyer’e Anayasal iliskilerden Sorumlu Bakan olarak gérev vermistir.
Roelf Meyer 2011-2014 yillari arasinda Gliney Afrika Savunma Degerlendir-
me Komitesine baskanlik yapmig, ayni zamanda aktif olan bazi baris siireg-
lerine dahil olarak Kuzey Irlanda, Sri Lanka, Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova,
Bask Bélgesi, Guyana, Bolivya, Kenya, Madagaskar ve Giiney Sudan'da ¢a-
tisan taraflara danismanlik yapmigtir.

MARK MULLER QC

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street Chambers (Lon-
don) and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates (Edinburgh) where he special-
ises in public international law and human rights. Muller is also currently
on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby Team of Mediation
Experts and is the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian peace talks.
He has many years’ experience of advising numerous international bod-
ies, such as Humanitarian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-Mediate (London)
on conflict resolution, mediation, confidence-building, ceasefires, pow-
er-sharing, humanitarian law, constitution-making and dialogue process-
es. Muller also co-founded Beyond Borders and the Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Biirosu’na
ve Edinburg’daki Iskog Avukatlar Birligi'ne bagli olarak ¢alisan tecriibeli bir
hukukgudur. Uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve insan haklar hukuku alaninda
uzman olan Muller, Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi ¢esitli catisma alan-
larinda uzun seneler ¢atigma ¢6z(imdi, arabuluculuk, ¢catismasizlik ve iktidar
paylasimi konusunda danismanlik hizmeti vermistir. 2005°den bu yana in-
sani Diyalog icin Merkez (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue), Catisma Otesi
(Beyond Borders) ve Inter Mediate (Arabulucu) isimli kurumlara kidemli da-
nismanlik yapmaktadir. Harvard Hukuk Fakiiltesi liyesi olan Muller bir d6-
nem Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklari Komisyonu baskanligi ve Baro-
lar Konseyi Hukukun Ustiinliigi Birimi bagkanligi gérevlerini de yiiriitmiistiir.
Kiiltiirel diyalog yoluyla barigi ve uluslararasi anlayisi tesvik etme amaciyla

Iskogya'da kurulan Sinirlar Otesi (Beyond Borders) isimli olusumun kurucusu
olan Muller halen BM Siyasal lliskiler Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Des-
tek Ekibinde Kidemli Arabuluculuk Uzmani olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

AVNi 0ZGUREL

Mehmet Avni Ozgiirel is a Turkish journalist, author and screenwriter.
Having worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sabah and Radikal,
Ozgiirel is currently the editor in chief of the daily Yeni Birlik and a TV
programmer at TRT Haber. He is the screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish
film, Zincirbozan, on the 1980 Turkish coup d’état, Sultan Avrupa’da
(2009), on Sultan Abdiilaziz’s 1867 trip to Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010):
Késem Sultan, on Késem Sultan. He is also the screenwriter and produc-
er of 2014 Turkish film, Darbe (Coup), on the February 07, 2012 Turkish
intelligence crisis. In 2013 he was appointed a member of the Wise Per-
sons Committee in Turkey established by then Prime Minister Erdogan.

Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgiirel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal
gibi gesitli gazetelerde haber miidiirliigii ve kbse yazarligi yapti. 2013 yilin-
da Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikiimeti tarafindan Demokratik ag¢ilim ve ¢6ziim
siireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti (iyesidir. 1980 darbesi-
ni konu eden belgesel film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdiilaziz’in 1867de
Avrupa’ya yaptigi yolculugu konu eden Sultan Avrupa’da (2009), Mahpey-
ker: K6sem Sultan (2010) ve 7 Subat Milli istihbarat Teskilati (MIT) operas-
yonunun anlatildigi “Darbe” filmleri senaristligini ve yapimciligini lstlen-
digi projeler arasindadir. Ozgiirel, su anda Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi ve
genel yayin yonetmenidir. Ayrica TRT Haber'de program yapmaktadir.

Prof. JOHN PACKER

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Hu-
man Rights Research and Education Centre (HRREC) at the University of
Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer has worked for inter-governmental organisa-
tions for over 20 years, including in Geneva for the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and for the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004, Prof. Packer served as
Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of the Office of the OSCE
High Commissioner on National Minorities in The Hague. In 2012-2014, Prof.
Packer was a Constitutions and Process Design Expert on the United Nation’s
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Standby Team of Mediation Experts attached to the Department of Political
Affairs, advising in numerous peace processes and political transitions around
the world focusing on conflict prevention and resolution, diversity manage-
ment, constitutional and legal reform, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanada'da Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde do-
cent ve Insan Haklari Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Resear-
ch and Education Centre) miidiirdidiir. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler
Yiiksek Komiserligi, Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitii ve BM insan Haklari Yiik-
sek Komiserligi gibi Cenevre’de bulunan hiikiimetler arasi érglitlerde galig-
mistir. 1995°ten 2004’e kadar Lahey’de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danigsmani,
ardindan da Ulusal Azinliklar Yiiksek Komiserligi birinci miidiirii olarak g6-
rev almistir. 2012-2014 yillarinda Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar Ekibi
siyasi iliskiler biriminde Anayasa ve Siire¢lerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer
aldi. Diinyadaki bircok baris siireci ve siyasi gecisler konusunda danisman-
Itk yapan Pecker, ¢atisma 6nleme ve ¢6ziimii, ¢esitlilik yonetimi, anayasa
ve hukuk reformlari ve insan haklari korumasina odaklanmistir.

JONATHAN POWELL

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate, an NGO devoted
to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014, Powell was appointed by
former Prime Minister David Cameron to be the UK’s Special Envoy to Lib-
ya. He also served as Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from 1995 to
1997 and again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997 to 2007.
Prior to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British Govern-
ment’s chief negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and played a
key part in leading the peace negotiations and its implementation.

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asya'da yasanan catismalarin ¢éziimii lzeri-
ne c¢alisan ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlesik Kral-
ik merkezli Inter Mediate’in kurucusudur ve Icra Kurulu Baskanidir. 2014
yilinda Birlegik Krallik Bagsbakani David Cameron tarafindan Libya konu-
sunda Ozel Temsilci olarak atanmistir. 1995-2007 yillari arasinda Birlesik
Krallik eski Basbakani Tony Blair kabinesinde Basbakanlik Personel Daire
Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmus, 1997 yilindan itibaren Kuzey Irlanda so-
rununun ¢6ziimii igin yapilan gériigmelere Britanya adina bagmiizakereci
olarak katilmigtir. 1978-79 yillari arasinda BBC ve Granada TV igin gazeteci
olarak calismis, 1979-1994 yillari arasinda ise Britanya adina diplomatlik
yapmigtir.

Sir KIERAN PRENDERGAST

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served as the
Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the United Nations
from 1997 to 2005 and as High Commissioner to Kenya from 1992 to
1995 and to Zimbabwe from 1989 to 1992. During his time at the UN,
Prendergast stressed the human rights violations and ethnic cleans-
ing that occurred during the War in Darfur and was involved in the
2004 Cyprus reunification negotiations. Since his retirement from the
UN, he has conducted research at the Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs (United States) and is a member of the Adviso-
ry Council of Independent Diplomat (United States). Prendergast also
holds a number of positions, including Chairman of the Anglo-Turkish
Society, a Trustee of the Beit Trust, and Senior Adviser at the Centre
for Humanitarian Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Digisleri Bakanligi biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tiirkiye, Is-
rail, Hollanda, Kenya ve ABD'de diplomat olarak ¢alismigtir. Birlesik Krallik
Disgigleri ve Milletler Toplulugu Biirosu’nun (Foreign and Commonwealth
Office) Gliney Afrika’daki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen
birimine baskanlik etmistir. Bir dsnem BM Siyasal lliskiler Biriminde Miis-
tesar olarak galismis, BM Genel Sekreteri’nin Barig ve Glivenlik konulu y6-
netim kurulu toplantilarinin diizenleyiciligini yapmis, Afganistan, Burundi,
Kibris, Demokratik Kongo Cumbhuriyeti, Dogu Timor gibi bélgelerde barisg
cabalarina dahil olmustur.

RAJESH RAI

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of expertise
including human rights law, immigration and asylum law, and public
law. He has been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (London) since 2015 and
has also been a Director of an AIM-listed investment company where
he led their renewable energy portfolio. Rai is a frequent lecturer on
a wide variety of legal issues, including immigration and asylum law
and freedom of experience (Bar of Armenia), minority linguistic rights
(European Parliament), and women’s and children’s rights in areas of
conflict (cross-border conference to NGOs working in Kurdish regions).
He is also Founder Director of HIC, a community centred NGO based
in Cameroon.
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1993 yilinda Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu’na kaydolmustur. insan Haklari Hukuku,
Go6gmenlik ve Siginma Hakki hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel uzmanlik alanla-
nidir. Kamerun'daki HIC isimli sivil toplum &rgtitii ile Uganda’daki Human Ener-
gy isimli sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dénem The Joint Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants-JCWI-(G6¢menlerin Refahi igin Ortak Konsey) direktorliigiini yap-
mugtir. Bagta Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklari Komisyonu adina olmak
lizere uluslararasi alanda o6zellikle Avrupa, Asya, Afrika, ABD ve Hindistanda
cok gesitli hukuki konular lizerine seminerler ve dersler vermigtir.

Sir DAVID REDDAWAY

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as Chief Ex-
ecutive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London. During his previous
career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, he served as Ambassador to
Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador to Ireland (2006-2009), High Commissioner
to Canada (2003-2006), UK Special Representative for Afghanistan (2002), and
Charge d’Affaires in Iran (1990-1993). His other assignments were to Argentina,
India, Spain, and Iran, where he was first posted during the Iranian Revolution.

Halen cesitli 6zel sirket ve (iniversitelere danisman, ydnetim kurulu lyesi ve
konsiiltasyon uzmani olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yilinin Ocak ayindan
bu yana Londra Universitesi biinyesindeki Goldsmith Koleji'nde Konsey
liyesi ve Goldsmith sirketinde ybnetici katip olarak gérev yapmaya basla-
mustir. Bir dénem Birlesik Krallik adina Tiirkiye ve Irlanda Cumhuriyeti Bii-
ylikelgisi olarak gérev yapan Reddaway bu gérevinden énce Birlegik Krallik
adina Kanada'da Yiiksek Misyon Temsilcisi, Afganistan’da Ozel Temsilci,
iran’da ise Diplomatik temsilci olarak gérevyapmistir. Bu gérevlerinin yani
sira Ispanya, Arjantin, ve Hindistan'da diplomatik gérevler iistlenmistir.

Prof. NAOMI ROHT-ARRIAZA

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of Law at the
Hastings College of Law, University of California (San Francisco) and is
renowned globally for her expertise in transitional justice, international
human rights law, and international humanitarian law. She has extensive
knowledge of, and experience in, post-conflict procedures in Latin America
and Africa. Roht-Arriaza has contributed to the defence of human rights
through legal and social counselling, her position as academic chair, and
her published academic works.

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin San Francisco
sehrindeki UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda &gre-
tim (yesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, insan Haklari
Ihlalleri, Uluslararasi Ceza Hukuku ve Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlari gibi konular
uzmanlik alanina girmektedir.

Dr. MEHMET UFUK URAS

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal Greens
and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of the Greens and
the Equality and Democracy Party. He was previously a former leader
of the now-defunct University Lecturers’ Union (Ogretim Elemanlari
Sendikasi) and was elected the chairman of Freedom and Solidarity
Party in 1996. Ufuk resigned from the leadership after the 2002 gener-
al election. Ufuk ran a successful campaign as a “common candidate
of the Left”, standing on the independents’ ticket, backed by Kurd-
ish-based Democratic Society Party and several left-wing, environmen-
talist and pro-peace groups in the 2007 general election. He resigned
from the Freedom and Solidarity Party on 19 June 2009. After the Dem-
ocratic Society Party was dissolved in December 2009, he joined forc-
es with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the Peace and Democracy Party
group. On 25 November 2012, he became a co-founder and member
of social liberal Greens and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a
merger of the Greens and the Equality and Democracy Party. Ufuk is
a member of the Dialogue Group and is the writer of several books on
Turkish politics.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras istanbul Universitesi [ktisat Fakiiltesi’nde lisans,
yliksek lisans ve doktora 68renimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletvekili
segilene kadar Istanbul Universitesi [ktisat Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve
Uluslararasi lliskiler Béliimii'nde yardimci dogent doktor olarak gérev
yapmistir. 22 Temmuz 2007 genel secimlerinde istanbul 1. Bélge’den ba-
gimsiz milletvekili adayi olmustur. Segimlerin sonucunda %3,85 oraniyla
yani 81.486 oy alarak istanbul 1. Bélge’den bagimsiz milletvekili olarak
23. dénem meclisine girmistir. Segimler éncesinde liderliginden ayril-
digi Ozgiirliik ve Dayanisma Partisi (ODP) Genel baskanligina 11 Subat
2008’de yapilan 5. Olagan Kongresi’ni takiben geri dénmlistiir. 17 Hazi-
ran 2009 tarihinde, partinin dar grupgu bir anlayisa kaydigi diisiincesi
ve sol siyasetin daha genis bir yelpazeye ulagmasi iddiasiyla bir grup
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arkadasiyla Ozgiirliik ve Dayanisma Partisi’nden istifa etmistir. ODP’den
ayrilisiyla birlikte Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi kurulus siirecine katiimig-
tir. DTP’nin 19 kisiye dlisiip grupsuz kalmasindan sonra, Kiirt sorunu-
nun parlamentoda ¢éziilmesi gerektigini savunarak Baris ve Demokrasi
Partisi (BDP) grubuna katilmistir. Ufuk Uras, se¢im stirecinde, kurulug
cagrisini yaptigi Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi’ne liye olmustur. 25 Kasim
2012°de kurulan Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisinin kurucularindandir ve
ayni zamanda PM iiyesidir. Uras’in gok sayidaki yayinlari arasinda “ODP
Séylesileri”, “ideolojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist Arastirmalari Destek
Odiilii), “Sezgiciligin Sonu mu?”, “Baska Bir Siyaset Miimkiin”, “Kurtulus
Savasinda Sol”, “Siyaset Yazilari” ve “Alternatif Siyaset Arayiglari” “So-
kaktan Parlamentoya” “S6z Meclisten Disari” ve “Meclis Notlari” adli
kitaplari da bulunmaktadir.

Prof. Dr. SEVTAP YOKU$

Professor Dr Sevtap Yokus is a Law Faculty Member at istanbul Altinbas
University in the Department of Constitutional Law. She holds a PhD in
Public Law from the Faculty of Law, Istanbul University, awarded in 1995
for her thesis which assessed the state of emergency regime in Turkey with
reference to the European Convention on Human Rights. She is a widely
published expert in the areas of Constitutional Law and Human Rights and
has multiple years’ experience of working as a university lecturer at un-
dergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral level. She also has experience of
working as a lawyer in the European Court of Human Rights.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus Istanbul Altinbas Universitesi Anayasa Huku-
ku Anabilim Dali égretim (iyesidir. istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi
Kamu Hukuku Doktora Programi biinyesinde basladigi doktorasini “Avrupa
insan Haklari Sézlesmesi’nin Tiirkiye'de Olaganiistii Hal Rejimine Etkisi”
baslikli tezle 1995 yilinda tamamlamistir. Akademik gérevi sirasinda lisans,
yliksek lisans ve doktora asamasinda dersler veren Prof. Dr. Yokus 6zellikle

Anayasa Hukuku ve insan haklari Hukuk alaninda uzmanlasmistir. Ayrica

Avrupa insan Haklari Mahkemesi’ne basvuruda pratik avukatlik deneyimi
de bulunmaktadir.
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