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FOREWORD

The following report was written by Osman Sert, a Research Director at the Ankara
Institute in Turkey. This assessment paper is highly topical considering the current
political dynamics in Turkey. It analyses the current challenges faced by Turkey
regarding the resolution of the Kurdish issue and discusses and evaluates potential

solutions.

The author provides an overview of Turkey’s previous attempts at a resolution
process, namely the lack of political clarity, unity and structure, and highlights
the importance of avoiding similar problems in the future. These issues, as well
as the ruling power’s refusal to recognise Kurdish issue, must be addressed to
allow for a new and permanent resolution process to take place. The role of past
geopolitical developments such as the Arab Spring and the Syrian conflict are
also discussed, alongside the current prospects offered by the new Biden admin-
istration in the US. Moreover, the report addresses Turkey’s current political cli-
mate as a contributor to the issue, providing an assessment of the strengths and
limitations of the ruling power and other opposition parties. It is indicated that
the opposition is structurally and politically weak, and the various interviews
quoted in the report discuss a popular belief that only President Erdogan can
instigate change. The importance of rebuilding public confidence in the security
apparatus and civil society organisations in order to facilitate a new resolution
process is also discussed.

The assessment concludes that the current developments and anti-democratic cli-
mate in Turkey further complicates possible new peace processes. More specifi-
cally, it is claimed that resolution of the Kurdish issue can only begin once a new
political context is created and once Turkey moves away from its neo-Kemalist and
increasingly isolationist stance.

The views and opinions expressed in the report remain those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the official position of DPL

Kerim Yildiz

Chief Executive Officer
Democratic Progress Institute

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENI BiR GiRi$iM iIMKANI

ONSOz

Okuyacaginz bu rapor, Ankara Enstitlisi Arastirma Direktori Osman Sert tarafindan
kalem alinmustir. Bu degerlendirme raporu, Turkiyedeki mevcut siyasi degisimler goz
ontinde bulunduruldugunda oldukea giinceldir ve Tirkiye'nin Kirt sorununun ¢ozimu
konusunda karsilastigr mevcut zorluklar: analiz ederek, olasi ¢oztimleri tartisip deger-

lendirmektedir.

Yazar, Turkiye'nin ¢6zim strecindeki énceki girisimlerine ve bu stireclerdeki siyasi
netlik, birlik ve yapisal eksiklik gibi problemlere genel bir bakis sunmakta ve gelecekte
benzer sorunlardan kacinmanin énemini vurgulamaktadir. Bu konular ve iktidarin Kiirt
meselesini artik bir sorun olarak tanimay: reddetmesi, yeni ve kalici bir ¢dziim siirecinin
gerceklesmesi baglaminda ele alinmasi gereken i¢ meseleler olarak tanimlanmaktadir.
Arap Bahari ve Suriye ¢atismast gibi gecmis jeopolitik gelismelerin rolii ve ABD'de is basi-
na gelen Biden yonetiminin olast etkileri de konu 6zelinde dikkate alinmasi gereken dis
faktorler olarak tartisilmaktadir. Rapor ayrica, konu 6zelinde degerlendirilmesi gerek-
en Turkiye'nin mevcut siyasi ikliminde iktidarin ve diger muhalefet partilerinin glicla
yonleri ve sinirhliklari hakkinda genel bir degerlendirme sunmaktadir. Muhalefetin
yapisal ve siyasi olarak zayif oldugu noktalar: tartisan yazar, rapor kapsaminda yapilan
gorismelerden hareketle, ginimuz sartlarinda dahi Cumhurbaskan: Erdogan’in Kiirt
meselesi konusunda degisimi tesvik edebilecek tek aktér oldugu husunda yaygin olarak
paylasilan bir inancin mevcut olduguna dikkat cekmektedir.

Rapor, bunlarin yar sira, yeni bir ¢oziim surecini kolaylastirabilecek bir unsur olar-
ak, gtivenlik aygitina ve sivil topluma, toplumun yeniden giiven duymasinin énemli bir
ihtiyac oldugunun altimi cizmektedir. Yazar, Tirkiyedeki mevcut gelismelerin ve an-
ti-demokratik siyasi iklimin olasi bir yeni baris stirecinin ortaya cikmasini zorlastiran
etkenler olarak tamimlamaktadir. Yazara gore, Kirt meselesinin ¢6zimu ancak, neo-Ke-
malist tektipgilik ve ice kapanmacilik tasviye edilerek, tlkede yeni bir siyasi baglam

olusturulduktan sonra baslayabilecektir.

Raporda ifade edilen gorisler yazara aittir ve DPI'nin resmi gérisind yansitmaz.

Kerim Yildiz
Icra Kurulu Bagkani
Demokratik Gelisim Enstitiisu
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TURKEY AND THE KURDISH ISSUE

GEOPOLITICS AND THE POSSIBILITY
OF A NEW INITIATIVE

Osman Sert"

This report, titled “Turkey and the Kurdish Issue: Geopolitics and the Possi-
bility of a New Initiative”, was written for DPI, and looks at Turkey’s current
challenges and possibilities in resolving the Kurdish issue. Between 1 and 20
November 2020, 15 individuals who personally participated in, or observed the
previous resolution process in Diyarbakir, Van, Ankara, Stockholm and London
were interviewed; the report is partially based on these interviews. Naturally,
it was outside of the scope of this report to interview all of the persons who
took part in such a vast process; however, in talking to representatives of a
variety of political and social groups, the report provides an overall picture of
the general atmosphere at the time in both the Kurdish areas and in Ankara.
Anonymous quotes from the interviews are placed in quotation marks through-
out the report.

(1) Osman Sert is Research Director at Ankara Institute, Turkey. As a graduate of International Relations
- Middle East Technical University, he was a journalist and covered economy, Prime Minister’s office
and diplomacy respectively, conducting several interviews with world leaders and ministers. He was
diplomatic reporter for Kanal 7, diplomatic editor at Cnn Turk and Jerusalem Bureau Chief of TRT. He
served as chief advisor of Ahmet Davutoglu, Minister of Foreign Affairs (2009-2014) and Prime Minister
(2014-2016) of Turkey. He is attending Al Jazeera, BBC and likewise international media outlets, writing
columns for English websites. He is editor of perspektif.online , Turkish website for mainly academic
articles on domestic, foreign policy and social issues.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

TURKIYE VE KURT MESELESI

JEOPOLITIK DENKLEMDE
YENI BiR GiRiSIM MUMKUN MU?

Osman Sert"

Esasen Turkiye'de Kurt meselenin ¢ozimune iliskin var olan engelleri ve imkan-
lar1 yeniden disinmeyi amaglayan ve ‘Turkiye'de Kirt Sorunu: Jeopolitik Denk-
lemde Yeni Bir Girisim Mimkin mi? bashgini tasiyan bu arastirma raporu DPI
icin hazirlanmistir. Rapor, 1-20 Kasim 2020 tarihlerinde Diyarbakir, Van, Anka-
ra, Stockholm ve Londra'da bir dnceki ¢6ztim streci deneyimini bizzat yasamis
ya da yakindan goézlemleme imké&ni bulmus toplam 15 isimle yapilan gérismeler-
den hareketle kaleme alindi. Elbette ¢ok sayida aktorin dahil oldugu siirecte rol
alan tum kisilerle temas etmek bu raporun amaci ve kapsamini asmakla birlikte,
farkli siyasi ve sosyal kesimlere mensup kisilerle yapilan bu goérismeler Kurt ni-
fusunun yogun olarak yasadig: bolgedeki ve baskentteki genel psikoloji hakkin-
da bir gerceve gizmektedir. Makalenin akisini belirleyen izlenimler, gérisulen
kisilerin isimleri belirtilmeksizin yeri geldikce italik harflerden olusan ifadelerle
tirnak iginde alintilanacaktir.

(1) Ankara Enstitiisii, Arastirma Direktdri. ODTU Uluslararasi iliskiler mezunu. Yerel radyolar, Kanal 7,
CNN Tiirk ve TRT'de gazetecilik yapt. icisleri, adalet, ekonomi, basbakanlik ve son olarak diplomasiyi
takip etti. TRT'nin Kuds temsilcigini yapti. Ahmet Davutoglu’'nun Disisleri Bakanligi (2009-2014) ve
Basbakanligi (2014-2016) sirasinda basin danismanligini yapti. perspektif.online websitesinin editorligini
ylritmektedir.
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INTRODUCTION

The Kurdish issue, which became visible first through the privileging of a single
ethnicity and a single official religion as defined by the state during the founding of
the Turkish Republic, became a costly problem in the late 1980s when PKK’s acts
of violence proliferated. From the foundation of the Republic up to the rise of AK
Party to power, the problem was either ignored, or there were attempts to resolve
it through policies of assimilation and oppression. With AK Party’s accession, a
new period began regarding this problem. Some of the most important attempts at
peace made during this period were the Oslo process of 2008, the “opening” pro-
cess of 2009 as well as the resolution process of 2013-15; Turkey’s European Union
(EU) accession candidacy also had an influence on these processes. However, the
aftermath of the Arab Spring and the developments in Syria made it clear that the
Kurdish issue could not be resolved within Turkey’s borders alone. “PKK began to
question how meaningful it would be to abandon its current sovereignty in Syria for
the sake of an imagined victory in Turkey’®, and there was the fact that for the first
time ever on 7 June 2015, AK Party failed to win the elections single-handedly. As
such, the Kurdish party’s determination regarding peace weakened.

The attack of ISIS on Kobane, as well as Turkey’s delayed reaction to the events in
Kobane and their impact on the Turkey’s Kurds living there caused a trauma, the
effects of which are still felt today. After the already anticipated provocations and
attempts to derail the process in the beginning, a series of events took place over
a period of time: the developments in Syria, the increasing self-confidence of the
Kurdish party and the resulting loss of vision as well as political flexibility, the prior-
itization of short-run political gains over sensibilities regarding the process, AK Par-
ty’s prioritization of staying in power over maintaining the process, the bombings
with heavy casualties that caused a loss of legitimacy in the eyes of the public and
a number of other factors eventually meant that this process, which symbolically
began in the Newroz of 2013 when Abdullah Ocalan’s letter was read, couldn’t go
on after 2015.

() Interviewee 7, academic, director of a NGO

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

GIRIS

Turkiye Cumhuriyetinin kurulusunda tek etnisite ve devlet tarafindan tanim-
lanmis tek resmi din anlayisi Uzerine insa edilen yap: ile gorundr hale gelen
Kurt meselesi 1980’lerin sonunda PKK'nin siddet eylemleriyle daha maliyetli bir
soruna evrildi. Butin Cumhuriyet déoneminde ya yok sayilan, gérmezden geli-
nen ya da asimilasyon ve baski politikalar: ile ¢6ztilmeye calisilan sorunda AK
Parti iktidar: ile yeni bir donem basladi. Avrupa Birligi (AB) adaylig1 stirecinin de
etkisiyle 6nce 2008 Oslo, 2009 Acilim ve daha sonra da 2013-2015 arasindaki
Cozum sirecleri bugline kadar girisilen en 6nemli baris girisimleri olarak kay-
da gecti. Ancak Kurt sorununun artik sadece Turkiye icinde atilacak adimlarla
¢ozllme imkaninin kalmadig1 6zellikle Arap Bahari sonrasi Suriye'de yasanan
gelismelerle ortaya cikti. PKK icin Turkiye'de “muhayyel bir zafer icin Suriye'de
mevcut egemenligi birakmak ne kadar anlaml”® sorusu ve 7 Haziran 2015de
AK Parti'nin ilk kez tek basina iktidar: kazanamamis olmasi Kirt tarafinda bari-
sa dair kararlihg: zayiflatti.

ISID'in Kobani'ye saldirmasi, Turkiye'nin Kobanide yasananlara, Kobaninin
Turkiye Kurtleri Gzerindeki etkisine dair gec refleks gostermesi bugiine kadar
tasinan bir travmay: da beraberinde getirdi. Basta éngorilen provokasyonlarin
ve sureci yoldan ¢ikarma ¢abalarinin Suriye'deki gelismeler, Kurt tarafindaki 6z-
guven yukselmesi ve bunun getirdigi siyasi esneklik ve vizyon kaybi, konjonktii-
rel siyasal 6nceliklerin siirece dair hassasiyetlerin éniine gecmesi, AK Partinin
iktidar1 kaybetme riski ile 6nceligini iktidarda kalmaya vermesi, cok sayida insa-
nin yasamini yitirmesine neden olan bombali saldirilarinin toplumdaki mesrui-
yet zeminini asindirmasi ve daha sayilabilecek bir ¢cok sebep ile sembolik olarak
2013 Nevruz'unda Abdullah Ocalan'in mektubu ile baslayan streg 2015'te daha
fazla devam edemedi.

) Gorusmeci 7, akademisyen, sivil toplum kurulusu baskani
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Today, Turkey is governed by a presidential system which was passed in a referen-
dum that was held in the aftermath of the coup attempt of 15 July 2016, when the
public hadn't yet recovered from the trauma of the event. It would have been very
difficult for the new system to be passed under any other political climate. President
Erdogan went beyond the legitimacy provided to him by the coup attempt in his use
of power, and in the name of purging the Gulenist organisation (FETO), he cleared
out his opponents and consolidated his own power. The negative impact of the
ending of the resolution process, and the worries over both domestic and external
security which attended its ending, “the evolution of Erdogan’s sham nationalism
into a genuine exploration of nationalism”® as well as MHP’s small but influential
position in the ruling alliance meant that the Kurds paid a high cost. It wasn’t just
the Kurds supporting HDP, either; the Kurds supporting AK Party had a very simi-
lar experience. “In the first 15 years of AK Party’s rule, the Kurds, who moved from
the periphery to the centre, had become partners in the ruling power, and in the
bureaucracy. Now, in the aftermath of the resolution process, the People’s Alliance
is taking revenge on the Kurds.”®

The securitarian policies implemented following 15 July broke PKK’s influence over
the region. As a result of activities that didn't align with the rule of law, and which
were reminiscent of the practices of the 1990s, the control of the PKK over the ur-
ban areas first, and then over the rural areas, was upset. Even though similar prac-
tices of shutting down political parties existed in the 1990s, one difference was that
in the aftermath of 15 July, local administrations which previously had a relative
autonomy were completely neutralized. With a few exceptions, all of the municipal-
ities which HDP won in the local elections of 31 March 2019 are now in the control
of government-appointed trustees. The government is not even attempting to make
it look legal. As a result of the advanced polarisation in Turkish society, supporters
of the ruling power do not react against the trustee appointments. Unfortunately,
this is a case of “administrative tutelage”, made visible in the context of the Kurdish
problem, through democratically elected mayors. This problem can be resolved in
a framework of general democratisation, looking beyond current problems and re-
moving the threat of “administrative tutelage” against elected representatives.

B) Interviewee 5, researcher

@ Interviewee 6, former mayor

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Bugln Turkiye 15 Temmuz 2016'daki darbe girisiminin getirdigi toplumsal trav-
ma sirasinda gerceklesen bir referandum sonucu, baska bir siyasi atmosferde
kabul edilmesi ¢ok zor olan bir baskanlik sistemi ile yonetiliyor. Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan darbe girisiminin kendisine tanidig mesruiyet zemininin ¢ok 6tesinde
bir g kullanimu ile FETO'yu tasfiye strecini kendi muhaliflerini tasfiye ve giig
temerklzi amaciyla kullandi. Gelinen noktada ¢ézim sirecinin bitmesinin ve
biterken yasanan i¢-dis giivenlik endisesinin olumsuz ¢arpan etkisi, Erdogan’in
“taklidi milliyetciliginin tahkiki milliyetcilige evrilmesi”® ve MHPnin iktidarin
kicik ama etkili ortagr olmasi ile en buyuk maliyetlerden birini Kurt kesimi
odedi. Ustelik sadece HDP se¢meni degil AK Partili Kirtler de benzer bir si-
rec icinden gecti. “AK Parti'nin ilk 15 yilinda cevreden merkeze gelen Kiirtler
iktidara, gtice, burokrasiye ortak olmuslardi. Bugtiin ¢ézim stiirecinin ardindan
Cumbhur Ittifaki ile révans alintyor.”®

15 Temmuz sonras! uygulanan guvenlik¢i politikalar ile PKK'nin bolgedeki et-
kinligi kirildi. Kimi zaman 1990’lar1 hatirlatan, hukuk devleti sinirlarini asan
uygulamalar orgutin once sehirlerde ardindan kirsaldaki etkinligine buyik
darbe vurdu. 15 Temmuz sonrasi donemde, 90’lardan farkli olarak, her ne ka-
dar 90’larda da benzer parti kapatmalar yasanmis olsa da, daha 6nce goreceli
ozerklige sahip olan yerel yonetimler tamamiyla etkisizlestirildi. Bugin HDP'nin
son 31 Mart 2019 yerel secimlerinde kazandig: belediyelerin istisnalar disinda
hepsine icisleri Bakanligi marifetiyle kayyum atanmis durumda. iktidarin yapi-
lan uygulamay: hukuki kilifina uydurmak gibi bir ¢abas: da yok. Ustelik toplu-
mun kutuplasmis olmasi nedeniyle iktidara oy veren kesim kayyum atamalari-
na bir tepki de gostermiyor. Ne yazik ki yasanan, ‘idari vesayet’in Kirt sorunu
baglaminda secilmis belediye baskanlar: Gizerinde goérunir hale gelmesidir. So-
runun ¢oézimine de genel bir demokratiklesme baglami icinde cari sorunlari
asarak secilmisler Gzerinde ‘idari vesayet’in kaldirilmas: katk: saglayabilir.

B3) Gériismeci 5, arastirmaci

) Goriismeci 6, eski belediye bagkani

1"

15
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Due to the relative atmosphere of security, the suppression of Kurdish politics and
the mainstream media, the criminalization of the Kurdish issue in the aftermath of
the resolution process, and the opposition’s hesitation to openly collaborate with
the HDP despite the Kurds' obvious contribution to the opposition’s success in the
last local elections, the Kurdish problem is not really on the agenda, except in the
form of operations carried out by the security forces. All the same, the Kurdish
problem is still very real, and central to politics. As the recent debates demonstrate,
even the possibility of a small change in the current circumstances occasions the
discussion of the Kurdish issue under new headings, and with different priorities.

Despite all unfavourable developments, expectations for a resolution process have
not entirely vanished, especially in southeast Turkey. As the inhabitants of the re-
gion experience the political and practical outcomes of the Kurdish issue on a daily
basis, they have expectations even if those in western Turkey do not pay particular
attention to the issue. The problem is that the current government lacks a long-term
strategy required for such a serious matter. As his decision to part ways with his
son-in-law and the former Minister of the Treasury and Finance Berat Albayrak
shows, President Erdogan is perceived as a pragmatic, clear and decisive leader, and
as such, as if he can still lead a resolution process. However, the question is whether
Erdogan has the required energy, patience, means, actors and most important of
all, the framework, both domestic and external, to maintain such a comprehensive
strategy. “The fundamental reason why there isn't a resolution right now is that
there is no political will in Turkey towards a resolution”.®) Whether the President
personally wants the Kurdish issue to be resolved is another issue, and one that is
beyond the scope of scientific inquiry.

LESSONS LEARNED FROM FAILURE

Turkey is fortunate in that it experienced a series of failed attempts at resolution:
the Oslo process in 2008, the “opening” of 2009, and the resolution process of
2013-15. According to some, these attempts were doomed to fail from the start an-
yway. However, any new attempt that might emerge in the medium- or long-term in
the future will be based on the lessons learned from these failures, and as such, it
will have a sound basis. It's important to remember that even though a lot of steps
that were taken were later retracted, they were taken in the first place. There is,
therefore, a repository of experience and memory regarding what can and should
be done, on the means possessed by the parties as well as their shortcomings.

() Interviewee 10, politician

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Goreceli glivenlik ortami, Kirt siyasetinin ve ana akim medyanin bastirilmis ol-
masl, ¢ozim surecinin ardindan iktidarin séylemi ile Kirt meselesinin krimina-
lize edilmesi, son yerel secimlerde muhalefetin basarisinda Kurtlerin acik kat-
kisina ragmen muhalefetin HDP ile acik temas konusundaki tereddutleri gibi
sebeplerle Kurt sorunu givenlik giiclerinin gerceklestirdigi operasyonlar disin-
da giindemde ciddi bir agirlik tasimiyor. Buna ragmen sorun tim gergekligi ile
siyasetin merkezinde durmaya devam etmektedir. Nitekim son dénemdeki tar-
tismalarda gozlendigi gibi mevcut denklemdeki kicuk bir degisiklik ihtimalinde
konu yine farkli basliklar ve ¢ncelikler cercevesinde kendine yer buluyor.

Yasanan tim olumsuz gelismelere ragmen, bir ¢c6zim sireci beklentisi 6zellikle
bolgede ortadan kalkmamistir. Bolgede her giin degisen dozlarda Kurt mesele-
sinin siyasal ve pratik yansimalarini tecribe eden insanlar, tlkenin Batr'sinda
konu giindemde olmasa da bir ¢6ziim beklentisi icindedir. Sorun bugin iktidarin
boylesi agir bir meselenin tzerine gidebilecek uzun vadeli stratejiden yoksun
olmasidir. Hazine ve Maliye Bakani Berat Albayrak’in istifasi sonrasi asla vaz
gecmez denilen damadi ile yollarini ayirabilme hamlesinin de gosterdigi gibi,
Cumhurbaskani Erdogan pragmatik, net ve kararl bir lider sifatiyla yine de ¢o-
zUm sirecini gergeklestirebilecegine dair bir algiya sahiptir. Ancak mesele Er-
dogan’in bu kadar kapsaml bir stratejiyi yuritecek enerjiye, sabra, araclara,
aktorlere ve hepsinden 6nemlisi iceride ve disarida gerekli zemine sahip olup
olmadigidir. “Su anda bir ¢éztim olmamasinin temel sebebi bununla ilgili Ttrki-
yede bir siyasi iradenin olmamasi.”® Cumhurbaskaninin Kirt meselesinin ¢o-
zimune yo6nelik bir niyet tasiyip tasimadig: ise bilimsel arastirmanin sinirlarini
asan bir tartismadir.

BASARISIZLIGIN OGRETTIKLERI

Bugin Turkiye’'nin Kuirt meselesinde en buyiik sansi 2008 Oslo, 2009 Agilim
ve 2013-2015 yillar arasindaki ¢ézim sireci ile basarisiz girisimlerin yasanmis
olmasidir. Bu girisimlerde basar: sansi kimilerine goére zaten cok dustktd. An-
cak buginden sonra kisa, orta ya da uzun vadede gosterilecek bir ¢aba, énceki
girisimlere gore elbette bu tecriibeler dikkate alindig: taktirde cok daha saglam
bir alt yapiya dayaniyor olacak. Oncelikle hatirlanmas: gereken nokta, atilmasi
gereken bircok adimin sonra geri alinmis dahi olsa, yukarida tarihlendirilen dé-
nemde atilmis olmasidir. Dolayisiyla nelerin yapilmasi gerektigi ve yapilabilece-
gi, taraflarin imkanlar: ve zaaflar: konusunda bir hafiza mevcuttur.

(5) Gorismeci 10, Siyasetci
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A great many reports have been written on why the process ended, and many
discussions took place.®

Let us look at some of the points they have in common so as to avoid such
mistakes in potential future processes:

>> There wasn't a clear roadmap at the outset of the process
>»> The parties couldn’t agree on the ultimate goal of the process

>»> The process wasn't structured in a way to productively accommodate the
actors, the tools and the goals

>> Setbacks along the road were not tolerated as they should have been

>> Day-to-day political necessities and self-interest overshadowed the over-
arching and critical goals of the process

>> Unexpected spoilers, such as the Giilenist organisation (FETO) and their
disruptive influence

>> Failure to account for the influence of geopolitical transformations on the
process; failure to react in time

The list could of course go on. As the in-depth analysis of Cuma Cicek and Vahap
Coskun shows, some other prominent factors which disrupted the process were
(i) the misuse of time, (ii) extreme vagueness and (iii) breach of commitments.

OBSTACLES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Despite the current atmosphere of relative stability, the curtailing of PKK’s activities
in the urban and rural areas as a result of securitarian policies, the perception in the
West that if there is no terrorism, there is no problem and that therefore the current
stability is permanent, the media’s conformity to the ruling power’s nationalistic dis-
course and its focus on military successes, there is still an obvious problem regard-
ing the recognition of Kurdish identity. That it cannot be mentioned in politics, and
is treated symptomatically rather than at its root, doesn’'t mean that it doesn’t exist.

(6)  sur, Tuncay (Raportér); Diyalogdan Catismaya Coziim Siireci: Olaylar, Tarhiler, Kirnllmalar ve Oneriler; Demos,
demokrasi, baris ve alternatif politikalar arastirma merkezi; Ankara, Ekim 2015;
Bayramoglu, Ali; Tirkiye'nin Yeni Siyasi Paradigmasi ve Kuirt Sorunu; DPI; Mart 2017;
Ozpek, Burak Bilgehan; Mutluer, Oguzhan; Turkey and the Kurdish Question: Last Exit Before the Bridge;
Iran and the Caucasus 20; 2016;
Ozkahraman, Cemal: Failure of Peace Talks between Turkey and the PKK: Victim of Traditional Turkish Policy
or of Geopolitical Shifts in the Middle East; Contemporary Review of the Middle East; 2017;
Lindenstrauss, Gallia; Back to Square One? The Collapse of the Peace Process with the Kurds in Turkey;
Strategic Assessment; v.18 n.4; Jan 2016
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Strecin neden sona erdigine dair ise bugtine kadar bir¢ok rapor hazirlandi®® ve
tartisma yapildu.

Bunlarin ¢ogunlukla iizerinde durdugu temel bashklar: siralamak, bundan
sonraki muhtemel bir siirecte nelerin yapilmamas: ya da hangi noktalara
dikkat edilmesi gerektigi konusunda 6nemli bir fikir veriyor:

» Siirecin basinda net bir yol haritasinin olmamasi
» Taraflarin nihai hedef konusunda bir konsenstise ulasmamasi

» Strecin aktorler, hedefler ve araclar acisindan mimarisinin saglikli kuru-
lamamasi

> Yol kazalarina kars: gerekli direncin gosterilememesi

» Secim stiregleri ve gunlik tartismalarda siyasi énceliklerin strecin daha
makro ve kritik hedeflerinin 6niine ge¢mesi

> FETO gibi 6ngoérilemeyen aktérlerin bozucu etkileri

» Jeopolitik degisimlerin siirece etkisinin hesaplanamamasi ve hizli refleks
gosterilememesi

Elbette bu liste daha da uzatilabilir. Cuma Cicek ve Vahap Coskun’un detayl
calismasinda® oldugu gibi (i) zamanin kullanimu, (ii) asirt muglaklik ve (iii) taah-
hitlere uyulmamasi gibi daha yapisal sorunlar da surecin akamete ugramasinda
etkili oldu.

) Sur, Tuncay (Raportdr); Diyalogdan Catismaya Cézim Siireci: Olaylar, Tarhiler, Kinlmalar ve Oneriler; Demos,
demokrasi, baris ve alternatif politikalar arastirma merkezi; Ankara, Ekim 2015;
Bayramoglu, Ali; Tiirkiye'nin Yeni Siyasi Paradigmasi ve Kiirt Sorunu; DPI; Mart 2017;
Ozpek, Burak Bilgehan; Mutluer, Oguzhan; Turkey and the Kurdish Question: Last Exit Before the Bridge;
Iran and the Caucasus 20; 2016;
Ozkahraman, Cemal: Failure of Peace Talks between Turkey and the PKK: Victim of Traditional Turkish Policy
or of Geopolitical Shifts in the Middle East; Contemporary Review of the Middle East; 2017;
Lindenstrauss, Gallia; Back to Square One? The Collapse of the Peace Process with the Kurds in Turkey;
Strategic Assessment; v.18 n.4; Jan 2016

%) Cicek, Cuma & Coskun, Vahap; Dolmabahge’den Giiniimiize C6ziim Siireci: Basarisizligi Anlamak ve Yeni Bir
Yol Bulmak; Barig Vakfi; 2016, Ankara
http://barisvakfi.org/dolmabahceden-gunumuze-cozum-sureci/
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The important thing here is that there are a lot of people in Ankara, currently in-
active but formerly employed in the security bureaucracy and politics, who believe
that despite the current atmosphere of relative stability, the eventual resolution
of the problem will depend on political processes. Although the ruling power has
repressed Kurdish politics, it hasn't succeeded in destroying popular support for
HDP. The control over PKK in Turkish territory depends on the successful operation
of the security apparatus, a favourable international conjuncture, and a lax inter-
pretation of the law in favour of security measures. Unless there is democratisation
and a political resolution, the current atmosphere of relative security is not perma-
nent. Nowadays, current administrators in the region tend to favour the central
government’s securitarian approach.

The same approach is true for the other party, as well. There is a widespread belief,
which has become even more entrenched in the aftermath of the urban warfare®
that the PKK waged, that its’ gains has limits from acts of violence. “Apart from a
minority among the Kurds who say ‘there can be no peace with these people; all
Kurds want a peace process.”® Indeed, Kurds see PKK as a responsible party for
the urban warfare, and the failure of the resolution process; they participate in pol-
itics in great numbers while enlistment numbers to the PKK have gone down, all of
which show that the Kurds also believe that the ultimate resolution can only come
through politics. However, there are obstacles as well as opportunities in the matter
of conflict resolution. Before embarking on a new process, these factors must be
carefully analysed.

THE ELEMENT OF ERDOGAN

When, in 2005 in Diyarbakir, Prime Minister Erdogan spoke of the “Kurdish prob-
lem” and said, “this is my own problem before everyone else,” his statement didn't
attract a lot of attention at first. The Kurdish political movement and the PKK was
almost indifferent to Erdogan in this regard.®® One reason was that during that
time, like many actors in Turkey, the Kurdish movement also distinguished between

) In the summer of 2015, a PKK youth wing began digging ditches and building barricades in Sur and other
areas of the southeast of Turkey which triggered state-imposed curfews and security operations in the
autumn.

@) Interviewee 10

) Ozhan, Taha; Normallesme Sancisi, Ozgr Yayinlari, Mayis 2015, sf.10

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

ENGELLER VE IMKANLAR

Mevcut goreceli istikrar durumuna, givenlikci politikalarin PKK'nin sehirler-
de ve kirsaldaki etkinligini buytk oranda sinirlandirmis olmasina, batida ‘terér
yoksa sorun da yok’ yaklasimi ile mevcut stabil durumun kalic1 imis gibi algi-
lanmasina, medyanin iktidarin olusturdugu milliyetci soylemle daha ¢ok askeri
basarilara odaklanmasina karsin, acik bir “Kurt kimliginin taninmasi” sorunu
ayni yerinde duruyor. Siyaseten bunun ifade edilemiyor olmasi ve semptomatik
tedavilerle ilerlenmesi igerideki sorunun varligini ortadan kaldirmiyor.

Buradaki 6nemli husus, Ankara’'daki su an aktif olmasalar da giivenlik biirokra-
sisinde ve siyasi kadrolarda gorev alan bircok ismin hala, halihazirdaki saglanan
goreceli istikrara ragmen, konunun ¢ézimuinin ginin sonunda siyasi sireg-
lerden gectigi konusunda hemfikir olmasi. iktidar Kirt siyasetini bask: altina
almasina ragmen o6zellikle HDP kitlesinde bir ¢6zilmeyi basaramiyor. PKKnin
sinir icinde kontrol altina alinmasi ise temelde gtvenlik aygitinin sorunsuz isle-
mesine, uluslararasi konjonktirin buna yardimci olmasina ve hukuki strecle-
rin guvenlik anlayisi lehine esnetilmesine bagli. Dolayisiyla demokratiklesme ve
siyasi bir ¢cozim olusmadig! siirece mevcut goreceli glivenlik ortami kalic1 degil.
Buglnku 6zellikle bolgedeki mevcut idareciler ise daha ¢ok merkezin gtivenlikgi
yaklasimini benimsiyor.

Ayni yaklasim diger tarafta da séz konusu. PKK'nin, gecmisi olmakla birlikte
siddet eylemleri ile ulasabileceklerinin sinirli olduguna dair algi hendek operas-
yonlarinin ardindan daha da oturmus durumda. “Ktrt kesiminde azinlik diyebi-
lecegimiz ‘bunlarla asla baris olmaz’ diyen Rigtk bir kismi saymazsaniz herkes
bir baris stirecine her zaman evet der.”® Nitekim Kurtlerin hendek operasyon-
larinda ve ¢ézum siirecinin basarisiz olmasinda PKK'ya da sorumluluk ytkleme-
si ve siyasal alanda direngli bir kitle varligini korurken 6rgutte katilimlarin sinirh
olmasi, Kirt kesiminde nihai ¢ézimun siyasi oldugu kanaatini gtclendiriyor.
Ancak buna ragmen, 6énceki tecriibelerden de hareketle, buglin gelinen noktada
meseleye dair hem imkanlar hem de engeller bulunuyor. Yeni bir streg basladi-
ginda bunlarin dikkatli bir sekilde ele alinmasi 6nem tastyor.

@) Gorismeci 10
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the state and the government. They believed that the state, rather than the ruling
party, could resolve such important issues as the Kurdish problem. Following the
Ergenekon and Sledgehammer trials, the Kurdish party came to believe that there
was no difference between the state and the government anymore, and so they be-
gan to see a process involving the government in a more favourable light.

Despite initial hesitations to this effect, Erdogan became a crucial actor in the con-
text of this pressing problem for a number of reasons: Erdogan himself took steps
towards democratisation never before dared in the history of the Republic; the EU
paved the way for democratisation and reforms with promises of full membership
and EU capitals established in-depth relationships with Ankara; Kurds in Europe
were redirected to Turkey’s domestic processes with regard to their issues; Erdogan
surrounded himself with actors who understood the Kurds and their problems, and
who spoke the same political language as them; AK Party became the biggest party
in the region following HDP and even surpassed HDP according to some definitions;
AK Party also established good relations with the Iraqi Kurds who lived across the
border. Despite the favourable impression he thus created, Erdogan’s attitude in
the Uludere/Roboski incident, his threatening the Kurds with “not even having food
to eat”® prior to the independence referendum held by the Kurdistan Regional
Government in Iraq, and finally, his attitude towards Kurdish politics following the
dissolution of the resolution process and the 15 July coup attempt all revealed a
harsh side to Erdogan. In Diyarbakir in 2018, the same Erdogan claimed that there
was no Kurdish problem in Turkey.®

Considering the fact that he’s been in power since 2002, Erdogan’s strategy is pri-
marily based on ensuring that he’s in power, and that he will remain in power. As he
is the leader of a nationalist coalition for now, he does what he has to do in order to
protect this alliance. There doesn’t seem to be a plan, at least for now, to establish
a coalition or cooperate with the Kurds in the future under better circumstances;
Erdogan seems to be determined to consolidate the current ruling bloc, and is likely
to consider everything else later if he absolutely must. Erdogan’s rule survived until
now thanks to a variety of coalitions; under the current presidential system, where
a majority of 51% must be achieved in order to remain in power, Erdogan doesn’t

(10) https://www.karar.com/cumhurbaskani-erdogandan-referendum-yorumu-bunlar-yiyecek-ekmek-
bulamayacaklar-608869

(1) https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2018/06/04/2018-turkiyesinde-kurt-sorunu-yoktur
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ERDOGAN FAKTORU

2005'te Diyarbakirda Basbakan olarak “Kirt sorunu” tanimini kullanan ve “bu so-
run herkesten 6nce benim sorunumdur” diyen Erdogan’in bu cikis1 basta buyuk
karsilik bulmadi. “Erdogan momentini” Kirt siyasi hareketi ve PKK neredeyse ilgi-
sizlikle karsilad:.® Bunun bir sebebi o déonem Kiurt hareketinin Tirkiye'deki bircok
aktor gibi hala devlet ile siyasal hitkiimet ayrimi yapiyor olmasiydi. Kirt sorunu gibi
buyiik meseleleri siyasal hikiimetlerin degil devletin ¢ozebilecegine inaniyorlardi.
Ergenekon, Balyoz davalarindan sonra Kurt tarafi artik devlet ile hitkiimet arasinda
fark kalmadigina kanaat getirdiler. Ve hitkiimetle bir siirece daha acik hale geldiler.

ilk bastaki tereddiitlere ragmen daha sonra Cumhuriyet tarihi boyunca cesaret
edilemeyen bir¢ok demokratik adimi atabilmesi, Avrupa Birliginin gerek tam uye-
lik perspektifi ile demokratiklesme reformlarina zemin hazirlamas: gerekse Avru-
pa baskentlerinin Ankara ile derinlikli iligkiler tesis etmesi, Avrupa baskentlerinde
Kurtlere adres olarak artik Turkiye'nin i¢ streclerinin gosterilir hale gelmesi, Er-
dogan'in ¢evresinde Kurtlerin sorunlarini algilayan, anlayan ve onlarla ayni dilden
konusabilen aktorlerin varligl, bolgede AK Partinin HDP'nin ardindan ikinci biytk
parti olmasi hatta kimi cografi tanimlara gére HDP'yi gegebilmesi, sinir 6tesinde Irak
Kurtleri ile sahici iligkiler tesis edilebilmesi, Erdogan’i bu yakici sorunun oyun kuru-
cu aktoru haline getirdi. Kendisiyle ilgili bu olumlu algiya ragmen, Uludere/Robos-
ki olayindaki tavri, Irak Kirdistan Bolgesel Yonetiminin bagimsizlik referandumu
oncesinde Kdrtleri ‘yiyecek ekmek bulamamakla’® tehdit etmesi, en son olarak da
¢6zUm surecinin bitmesi ve 15 Temmuz darbe girisimi sonrasinda Kurt siyaseti kar-
sisinda takindig1 tavir gibi 6rnek olaylar Erdogan’in sert ylizinu de agiga cikardi.
Nitekim ayni Erdogan 2018de yine Diyarbakirda bu sefer Turkiye'de bir Kirt soru-
nunun olmadig: savundu.™

2002'den bu yana devam eden iktidar sertveni ve yuruttigu strateji dikkate
alindiginda onceligini iktidarini koruma ve bir sonraki secimleri garantileme
Uzerine kuran Erdogan, bugin en azindan simdilik basinda bulundugu milli-
yetci koalisyonun gereklerini yerine getiriyor. Yani gelecekte daha iyi sartlarda
Kiurtlerle daha saglam bir koalisyon ya da ortak yol yirime niyetiyle taktiksel bir
kontrolli gerilim fikrini icermeyen, mevcut iktidar kombinasyonunu tahkim etmek

9 Ozhan, Taha; Normallesme Sancisi, Ozgir Yayinlari, Mayis 2015, sf.10

(10) https://www.karar.com/cumhurbaskani-erdogandan-referandum-yorumu-bunlar-yiyecek-ekmek-
bulamayacaklar-608869

(1) https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2018/06/04/2018-turkiyesinde-kurt-sorunu-yoktur
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want to touch the risky and sensitive matter of the Kurdish issue. The sole step Er-
dogan has not taken yet, and which he will take only when it’s time, or the alliance
absolutely requires it is the dissolution of HDP — a move for which MHP leader Dev-
let Bahgeli is ceaselessly calling. Other than that, Erdogan does not have to change
anything about his position unless the current nationalist alliance is upset or threat-
ened; he would only opt for situational collaborations - rather than a permanent
resolution process - if the circumstances forced it upon him. There might not be a
comprehensive resolution process, but an attempt to ensure the reconciliation of
large sections of society, as in the case of a strengthened parliamentary system in
2023, might occasion some a limited amount of contact. However, even those who
believe Erdogan might play a role in a new resolution process say, “You cannot just
make up with HDP and the PKK as if nothing happened after all these anti-Kurdish
practices.”?

Despite all this, and the clearly anti-Erdogan attitude which became fairly notice-
able during the Istanbul election, the Kurdish public appears to overwhelmingly
think that “if there is going to be a peace process, then Erdogan must be the one to
see it through,” and that “both Kurds and others say only Erdogan can resolve the
problem.”®® The credit given to Erdogan by the Kurds in the region was seen in the
2016 referendum, as well. In the 2016 referendum, the support of the Kurds had
turned a close race in Erdogan’s favour.®

This prevailing opinion among Kurds is neither purely aspirational nor rational;
rather, it indicates a possibility, difficult to realise, but a possibility all the same.
Independent of Erdogan’s willingness to take on such a process, and of the domes-
tic and external conditions favouring or discouraging it, current actors still believe
that if such a move is to be made, then Erdogan is the only actor strong and decisive
enough to see it through. Those who believe that Erdogan might possibly play a role
in the resolution of the Kurdish issue or those who want him to do so see his polit-
ical pragmatism as an advantage and a power; however, this pragmatism is exactly
why Erdogan isn't taking this step. On the one hand is the nationalistic rhetoric and
anti-Kurdishness which he uses to consolidate his rule, and on the other hand is
an unpredictable strategy of normalisation, unlikely to be worth the electoral risks
it poses.

(12) |nterviewee 2, industrialist, president of a business NGO
(13) Interviewee 5
(14) https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39622127

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

icin kararl ve sonrasini ‘daha sonra ve gerekirse’ diisinmek tizere alinmus bir kara-
rin uygulanmasi s6z konusu. Bugiine kadar degisken koalisyonlar ile iktidarin: sur-
diren Erdogan mevcut baskanlik sisteminde %50 art1 1lik hassas dengede buytik
riskler iceren Kirt sorununu yeniden ele alma konusuna soguk duruyor. Burada
Erdogan’in atmadig1 ya da vakti geldiginde/kendini ittifak icin mecbur hissettiginde
atmay disundigi adim MHP lideri Bahgeli'nin strekli Cumhur ittifakini zorladi-
g1 HDP'yi kapatma siireci. Bunun disinda mevcut milliyetgi ittifaki bozulmadig: ya
da riske girmedigi surece de bu tavrini degistirmesi gerekmeyen Erdogan, ancak
mevcut aritmetik onu zorladiginda kalici bir ¢6zim streci degilse de konjonktu-
rel is birliklerine girebilir. Bu kapsaml bir ¢ozim sireci degilse de 2023 iliskin
guclendirilmis parlamenter sistem gibi, daha genis kesimleri kapsayan bir uzlasma
arayisinda mesafeli irtibat da olabilir. Ancak yeni bir ¢6zim siirecinde Erdogan’in
rol oynayabilecegine inananlar bile “Bu kadar Ktirt karsitt uygulama sonrast birden
HDP ve drqtitle bir araya gelemezsiniz.”? gértasinde.

Ote yandan tim bu yasananlara ve Istanbul secimlerinde de iyiden iyiye gérantr
hale gelen Erdogan karsiti net tavra ragmen, Kirt toplumunda hala “eger bir ¢oztm
siireci olacaksa bunu gergeklestirecek isim olarak yine Erdogan” fikrinin éne ¢iktig
goriliyor. “Kiirt olan da olmayan da ¢6zerse Erdogan ¢ézer diyor.”® Bolge halkinin
Erdogan’a verdigi bu kredi aslinda daha énce 2016'daki referandum stirecinde de
goruldd. 2016 Referandumunda hassas olan denge, Kirt oylari sayesinde Erdogan
lehine degismisti.t

Kurtler arasinda hakim olan bu goris aslinda saf bir temenniye ya da rasyonel bir
ongoriye degil gerceklesmesi zor olsa da bir imkéna isaret ediyor. Yani Erdogan’in
boyle bir siirece niyetinin bulunup-bulunmamasindan, biraz sonra inceleyecegimiz
icerideki ve disaridaki sartlarin béyle bir stire¢ icin uygun olup-olmamasindan ba-
gimsiz, mevcut aktorler arasinda, eger bu tir bir adim atilacaksa bunu gerceklestire-
bilecek netlikte ve glicte aktor olarak hala Erdogan'in 6ne ciktig1 gérultyor. Aslinda
Erdoganin Kurt meselesinin olasi ¢ozimunde rol almasini mimkin goren, isteyen
ya da buna ihtimal verenlerin bir avantaj ve gl olarak degerlendirdikleri ‘siyasi
pragmatizm’ mevcut baglamda tam da Erdogan’in bu tur bir adimi atmamasinin se-
bebini de olusturuyor. Bir yanda iktidarini tahkim eden milliyetci sdylem ve Kirt
karsithg, diger yanda sonu belli olmayan, sandikta alinan riske degme ihtimali di-
stk bir normallesme stratejisi.

(12) Goriismeci 2, sanayici, is diinyasi sivil toplum 6rgitii baskan
(13) Gériismeci 5
(14) https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39622127
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HDP’S POLITICS, OR ITS LACK THEREOF

HDP is one of the biggest opportunities Turkey has in order to resolve the Kurdish
issue. Despite all its shortcomings, the PKK’s tutelage over it, its marginal political
reactions and in-between position among the actors of the Kurdish issue, and de-
spite sectarian gap with the Kurdish population who suffer immensely from the is-
sue, HDP may play an important role in a potential process because it is immensely
supported in almost all of the areas where Kurds predominate, and because it is
the number one political representative of the Kurds.® To fully appreciate what
this means, let us merely consider the possibility that in the absence of this political
party, the social sensibility to mobilise a demographic of almost 10 million people
might only be expressed through illegal means. However, this does not mean that
HDP is fulfilling its responsibilities as it should, either.®

HDP has a problem of failing to become representative of Turkey / claim and rep-
resent all problems of Turkey as a whole, instead of representing Kurds and their
problems only; this matter is due both to the current atmosphere of oppression, but
also and more fundamentally, to its own ideological past and the PKK’s tutelage.
CHP’s success in the last elections showed the importance of becoming flexible in
one’s political language, and of making space for more inclusive actors even if its
own popular base doesn't fully agree with such decisions. However, it’s difficult to
say that such a flexibility is the case with HDP. “A leftist strain with the support of
not even 50 thousand vote in Turkey has taken Kurdish politics hostage. There is no
way to resolve this problem in actual politics. Neither HDP can resolve this problem
with the partnership of the left, nor AK Party with MHP,”" is an opinion voiced by
many sections in society. Although the primary interlocutor in the matter since the
eighties has been the traditional and conservative Sunni Kurds, an Alawite sensibil-
ity prevails in the senior administration and especially in the parliamentary group
of HDP, the rhetoric of which is not always compatible with the sensibilities of the
conservative base; this, too, complicates the situation.® As society changes as a

(15) A valuable resource on the trajectory of the Kurdish political movement before HDP, and political behav-
jour in the region as influenced by ethnic - sectarian and other social differences is “Kirtler Ne istiyor?”
[What Do the Kurds Want?] by Mesut Yegen, Ugras Ulas Tol and Mehmet Ali Caliskan, published by iletisim
Yayinlari (in Turkish).

(16) Coskun, Vahap; HDP: Yiizlesme ve insa;
https://www.perspektif.online/hdp-yuzlesme-ve-insa-2/

(7) Interviewee 4

(18)  Altan Tan:“... Today, HDP is controlled by a sectarian group motivated by Alawite nationalism, and an
extreme form of Turkish and Kurdish leftism reigns absolute within the party.” (source in Turkish)
https://www.islamianaliz.com/h/65669/altan-tan-kurtlerin-akpde-dindar-muhafazakr-kurtlerin-ise-hdp-
de-siyaset-yapma-sansi-kalmadi-roportaj
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HDP’NiN SIYASET YAP(AMA)MASI

HDP’in varhi§, Turkiye’'nin Kirt meselesine ¢6zim bulmas: igin, mevcut olan en
buytk imkanlardan biri. Tim a¢mazlarina, 6rgit vesayetine, marjinal siyasi ref-
lekslerine ve Kirt meselesinin aktorleri arasinda kalmishgina, sorunu derinden
yasayan Kurt kitlesi ile zaman zaman daha gérunir hale gelen mezhep makasi-
na ragmen Kurtlerin yogun olarak yasadig1 bolgelerin tamamina yakininda en
yuksek toplumsal destege sahip olmasi ve Kirtlerin siyasal temsili konusunda
birincil adres olmasi sebebiyle HDP, yasanacak bir siiregte olumlu islevler yuk-
lenebilir.®® Bunun ne anlama geldigini gérmek icin bu siyasal partinin yoklugun-
da, 10 milyona yakin bir kitleyi harekete gecirebilecek toplumsal hassasiyetin,
ancak yasa-disi yollarla kendini ifade edebilme ihtimalini géz éntinde bulun-
durmak yeterli. Ancak bu gercek, HDP'nin tzerine disen sorumlulugu timuyle
yerine getirebildigi anlamina gelmiyor.(®

HDP'nin mevcut bask: ortaminin da etkisi ile ama daha temelde iginden giktig1
ideolojik gecmisin ve 6rgut vesayetinin sonucunda asamadig bir Turkiyeliles(e-
me)me sorunu var. Siyasi soylemde esnemenin, kendisine sonuna kadar muhalif
olarak algilanan kesimlere ulasma ¢abasinin, kimi zaman tabana ters gelse bile,
daha kapsayici aktorlere alan agmanin énemini CHP son yerel segimlerde gos-
terdi. Ancak HDP érnegine baktigimizda bu esnekligi gérmek zor. “Ttirkiyede 50
bin oyu olmayan sol damar Ktrt siyasi hareketini rehin aldi. Reel siyaset icinde
bu sorunun ¢6ztim imkani yok. Ne HDP sol ile ne de AK Parti MHP ile ortak
olarak bu sorunu ¢ézemez.”® gorusu bircok kesimde dile getiriliyor. Ozellikle
seksenlerden bu yana sorunun ana muhatabr muhafazakar geleneksel Siinni
Kurt kesim iken HDP ust yonetiminde ve 6zellikle meclis grubunda Alevi has-
sasiyetlerin ve muhafazakar taban ile her zaman értismeyen bir dilin gérinir
olmast da bu ikilemi genisletiyor.®® Toplumun kendi icindeki etkilesimine, t-
ketim kodlarinin ve sehirlesmenin dayatmalarina ragmen, HDP mevcut sartlara
intibak etmek yerine, mevcut siyasi trendin devami halinde her gecen giin daha

(15) HDP'ye gelene kadar Kiirt siyasi hareketinin takip ettigi izlek ve bolgedeki etnik/mezhebi ve diger sosyal
parametrelere gore siyasi tercihler konusunda Mesut Yegen, Ugras Ulas Tol ve Mehmet Ali Caliskan’in
iletisim Yayinlarindan “Kiirtler Ne Istiyor?” eseri &nemli bir referans olarak duruyor.

(16) Coskun, Vahap; HDP: Yiizlesme ve insa;
https://www.perspektif.online/hdp-yuzlesme-ve-insa-2/

(7) Gorismeci 4

(18)  Altan Tan:"...bugiin geldigi noktada HDP, marjinal Tiirk ve Kiirt solunun kesin egemenlik kurdugu Alevi
milliyetciligini 6ne ¢ikaran sekter bir grubun tekeline girdi”’
https://www.islamianaliz.com/h/65669/altan-tan-kurtlerin-akpde-dindar-muhafazakr-kurtlerin-ise-
hdpde-siyaset-yapma-sansi-kalmadi-roportaj

1'..

27



Pl

28

TURKEY AND THE KURDISH ISSUE: GEOPOLITICS AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW INITIATIVE”

result of internal dynamics, the dictates of consumption patterns and urbanisation,
instead of adjusting to the new circumstances, HDP is aligning itself with political
movements that become more and more meaningless everyday as political trends
are transformed. The same is true for AK Party, as evinced by its alliance with MHP
and the Patriotic Party. However, AK Party is at least in power as a result of the im-
pact of the 15 July coup attempt and this compulsory alliance. HDP must overcome
and redefine its current limitations, and yet, instead of doing this, it is failing to
even accommodate individuals such as Ayhan Bilgen who might expand the party’s
boundaries. We might discuss the possibility of a new political movement to rep-
resent the conservative Kurds and what it might cost HDP, what it would mean to
the people, and whether it would form organically or not; however, the question
remains: is HDP capable of repaying the loyal support of its popular base with any-
thing other than ethnic identity politics? HDP must count on the 10% electoral sup-
port it would receive under any circumstances, and consider ways of changing the
opinions of the rest of Turkey, since in public opinion surveys HDP is the number
one answer by a long shot to the question, “which party would you never vote for?”.

In particular, Kurdish actors within HDP disagree that individuals from different
backgrounds determine the party’s trajectory. However, they claim that “even when
they are fully welcoming of everyone in an attempt to become representative of all
of Turkey, due to the current policies of criminalisation, their invitations are not
answered.”)

An important step forward in this regard is the election of Mithat Sancar as a
co-leader to the party. Sancar’s conciliatory attitude, calm manner, identity as an
academic and his background in a number of issues and not just the Kurdish issue
- very rare indeed for a politician in HDP - make him an asset to HDP. Sancar’s di-
lemma is that the strong personality of Selahattin Demirtas, who is currently impris-
oned in Edirne, has a great deal of popular support and that Demirtas’s belligerent
outlook is not very compatible with what Sancar is trying to do; disagreements with
the party’s organisational structure attest to this incompatibility. Sancar must keep
alive his greatly oppressed party, fulfil its mission as the main representative of the
Kurdish issue in civilian politics, pay attention to keep the sensitive relations with
the Nation Alliance on an even keel, and strengthen HDP’s relative position among
the stakeholders of the Kurdish issue - all at the same time. We will look at this in
more detail in a geopolitical framework; in brief, HDP must maintain an internal

(19 Interviewee 10
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da anlamsizlasacak siyasi damarlara alan agiyor. Ayni1 durum, MHP ve Vatan
Partisi ile ittifak etme 6rneginde oldugu gibi AK Parti icin de gecerli. Fakat 15
Temmuz darbe girisiminin etkisi ve bu mecburi ittifak sonucta AK Parti’ye en
azindan iktidar perspektifi sunuyor. Ancak mevcut sinirlarini zorlamasi gereken
HDP, bu agilimi saglamak yerine kendi icinde geperlerini esnetebilecek Ayhan
Bilgen gibi kisileri barindirmakta bile zorlaniyor. Gelinen noktada muhafazakar
Kirtleri temsil edecek muhtemel yeni bir siyasi hareketin HDP’ye maliyeti, halk-
taki karsihigi, kendiliginden olup olmadig: gibi hususlar Gizerine uzun tartisma-
lar gerceklestirilebilir. Ancak bu HDP'nin kendi tabaninin gicld aidiyetine etnik
kimlik siyaseti disindaki alanlarda ne kadar karsilik verebildigi sorusunu or-
tadan kaldirmaz. Bugiin HDP'nin her sart altinda kendisine oy verecek en az
yuzde onluk bir kitlenin varhigindan guig alarak, kamuoyu arastirmalarinda ‘asla
oy vermeyeceginiz parti nedir?’ sorusunda, acik ara en énde olmasini nasil de-
gistirecegine kafa yormasi gerekiyor.

HDPde 6zellikle Kirt aktorler farkl gegmislerden gelen figirlerin partinin ana
istikametini belirledigi goristune katilmiyor. Ancak “Turkiyelilesme cabastyla
kapilart sonuna kadar actiklarinda bile mevcut kriminalizasyon politikast sebe-
biyle farkli kesimlere yaptiklar: cagrilardan da bekledikleri sonucu alamadikla-
rint”(® ifade ediyorlar.

Mithat Sancar’in (es) genel baskanhga getirilmis olmasi bu yénde atilmis 6nemli
bir adim olarak gorilebilir. Sancar, uzlasmac kisiligi, yumusak tslubu, akade-
misyen kimligi ve HDP'li bir¢ok siyasetcinin aksine, Turkiye'de Kirt meselesi
disindaki konulara da mesai harcamis bir gecmise sahip olmas: nedeniyle HDP
icin bir avantaj sagliyor. Onun a¢mazi ise, Edirne cezaevindeki Selahaddin De-
mirtas'in hem gi¢ld kimliginin alandaki karsii§1 ve hem de catismaci durusu
ile Sancar’'in yapmaya calistiklar: arasinda, teskilat ve algi dizeyinde makasi-
nin acik olmasi. Sancar’in bir yanda buyuk bask: altinda bulunan partisini aktif
tutmasi, Kirt sorununun sivil alandaki temel tasiyicisi olma misyonunu yerine
getirmesi, Millet ittifak: ile hassas bir dengede yurutilmeye ¢alisilan iligkilere
dikkat etmesi, diger yanda ise Kurt sorununun paydaslar: arasinda HDP'nin go-
receli pozisyonunu giclendirmesi gerekiyor. Jeopolitik cercevede daha detayl
ele alacagimiz gibi, HDP'nin orta ve uzun vadede Kirt meselesinin Turkiye'de
en temel aktorlerinden biri haline gelmesi her seyden 6nce kendi icinde bir tu-
tarlilk yakalamasina ve toplumun farkli kesimleri ile irtibat kurmada yasadigi

(19) Gériismeci 10
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consistency and reach out to all sections of society in order to become a main actor
in in Turkey’s Kurdish issue in the medium and long term. Despite everything that
has happened, “it is no trifling success that HDP has still maintained its integrity
when AK Party has split into three (Future Party - DEVA), MHP into two (the Good
Party), CHP into three (Muharrem Ince - Mustafa Sarigtil)”.*® This is the case for
now, at any rate.

As his position in Turkish politics becomes more prominent, Demirtas’s statements
issued from jail portray him as a more conciliatory figure, interested in being con-
structive and supportive rather than being a spoiler. Whether Demirtas will main-
tain this attitude once he is out of prison, and is more open to interaction, remains
to be seen. Demirtas wasted the opportunity given to him in the 7 June 2015 elec-
tions when the Kurdish political movement won 13% of the popular vote in reacting
the same way MHP leader Devlet Bahceli did, by refusing to take his place in the
government; instead of taking initative during the clashes after ditches have been
dug by PKK as an actor, he chose to be the spokesperson of those who waged
the war and ignored the line which distinguishes politics from activism. As such,
Demirtas must be realistic in his assessment of the current situation, including the
support of Turkey’s left-liberal intelligentsia for him, which isn't representative of
the state of affairs on the ground.

Demirtas’s rise though still uncertain in the long term as it is, might contribute to
HDP’s growing autonomy and aspirations to be an actor in its own right in the me-
dium term. “In the past, Ocalan would give the order and Qandil would realise it;
there was no point to HDP. Nowadays with PKK’s decline, Demirtas putting an end
to the era of chairpersons in HDP and ushering in the era of leaders and Mazloum
Kobane’s step into autonomy, there is a relationship of equals among Qandil, YPG
and HDP.”® If HDP is to become more than an intermediary and assume the role
of a decisive actor in the resolution of the problem, it needs strong political figures
to do so. HDP needs actors who are genuine about the Kurdish issue, who can
communicate with the popular base and fulfil the requirements of the much-lauded
“democratic pluralist politics”, and who, in doing all this, are also able to represent
the demands of the electorate to Ankara and to the other sections in society in an
understandable and reasonable way. Such actors would make HDP’s attempt to
represent all of Turkey much more meaningful.

20) nterviewee 10
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sorunlar: asmasina bagli. Bu arada tim yasananlara ragmen “AK Parti lice [Ge-
lecek Partisi-DEVA], MHP ikiye [1Y] Parti], CHP tge [Muharrem Ince-Mustafa
Sarigtl] béliinmisken HDP'nin siyasi birligini muhafaza ediyor olmast hi¢ de
kolay olmayan bir basart”?® olarak da gériliyor. En azindan simdilik.

Turkiye siyasetindeki yeri giiclenen Demirtas, cezaevinden yaptig: aciklamalar-
da eski profiline gére daha uzlasmaci ve oyun bozucu degil oyun kurucu ya da
katk: verici bir resim ¢izmeye calisiyor. Demirtas’in bu ¢izgisini hangi istikamet-
te surdurebilecegi ve disar: ¢iktiginda, etkilesime daha agik bir matriste nasil
davranacag onemli. 7 Haziran 2015’te Kurt siyasetinin edindigi ytizde 13’lik oy
oraninin kendisine verdigi krediyi, MHP Genel Baskani Devlet Bahgeli ile ayni
siyasi refleksi gostererek ‘yonetimde ben yokum’ parantezinde harcayan, hen-
dek catismalarinda inisiyatif alarak aktér olma sansini degerlendirmek yerine
hendek politikasinin sézciligunu ustlenen ve siyaseti aktivizmden ayiran ciz-
giyi gerektigi kadar dikkate almayan Demirtas'in, Turkiye'deki sol liberal enteli-
jansiyanin, kendisine kimi zaman arazideki gerceklikle 6rtismeyen yakinligini,
daha gercekci bir cercevede degerlendirmesi gerekiyor.

Demirtag'in giglenen ve gelecege dair soru isaretlerini heniiz gidermeyen bu
yukselisi, orta vadede HDP'nin 6zerklesmesine ve kendi basina aktér olma bek-
lentisine katk: saglayabilir. “Daha 6nce Ocalan talimat verirdi, Kandil uygular-
di, HDP anlamsizdi. Bugiin PKK'min gerilemesi, Demirtasin HDP'de genel bas-
Ranliklar devrini bitirmesi ve liderlik dénemini baslatmasi, Mazlum Kobani'nin
ozerk bir alana agilmasi: Kandil-YPG-HDP arasinda daha esitler arasi bir stireci
baslattyor.”®) Eger HDP, sorunun ¢ozimunde araci rolini asip oyun kurucu
bir rol tstlenecekse, bunu giclu siyasi figiirler olmadan basaramayacak. Kurt
sorunu konusunda sahici, tabani ile iletisim kurmakta sorunu olmayan, sdylem
diizeyinde surekli teorize edilen demokratik cogulcu siyasetin geregini sokakla
temas ile saglayan, bunlar1 gerceklestirirken de se¢meninin taleplerini Anka-
ra'ya ve toplumun diger kesimlerine algilanabilir ve deger catigsmasi Gretmeyen
bir cercevede tasiyabilecek aktérler HDP'nin Turkiyelilesme ¢abasini daha an-
lamh kilacak.

(200 Gorismeci 10
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HDP has an entrenched popular base of 10% and yet, it doesn'’t realise the full po-
tential of this support in politics. As the last local elections show, HDP is the crucial
actor in changing the ruling power in Turkey and yet, it cannot make neither the
ruling party nor the opposition care in any tangible way about the very problem
which is its raison detre. As such, despite its success in being voted in, HDP is a
failure in political terms. In this context, HDP cannot play a determining role in
politics. It is merely fulfilling the role of politics accorded to it by KCK, which sepa-
rated armed conflict from politics. In the two instances when HDP attempted to go
beyond this restricting role, it gained considerable success. The first was when HDP
reorganised, became more representative of Turkey as a whole, and moved towards
the centre-left during Demirtas’s presidential candidacy. As a result, HDP crossed
the 10% national electoral threshold. From then on, HDP didn’'t have to participate
in the elections through independent candidates anymore. The second instance oc-
curred in the local elections of 2019 when HDP didn’'t nominate a mayoral candi-
date in certain metropolitan municipalities, thus providing a critical contribution
to the defeat of AK Party’s candidates by CHP. The resonating defeat which shook
Erdogan’s 17-year rule was made possible by HDP’s political decision. As such, HDP
has the capability to be effective when it chooses to do politics. It also has the po-
tential to overcome its current political dysfunction through creativity and political
imagination.

One other thing which might appear to contradict HDP’s own existence, and yet
might also strengthen its hand in the resolution of the problem is that HDP makes
civilian pluralism possible, which, in turn, would politicise the Kurdish issue once
again. “Kurdish dynamics with regard to politics and civil society must become plu-
ralist once again.”?? The more actors take ownership of the process and the more
genuine actors become part of it, the more sound would be the eventual outcome.

Currently, the closure of HDP is being debated. Past experience has shown that in
the context of Kurdish politics, such closure cases don’'t work. However, different
parameters at play mean that the aftermath of a potential closure case is uncertain.
The political position, membership and public relations of HDP’s successor party
would be determined by a number of factors: debates surrounding a potential clo-
sure case and the attitudes of the actors, new parties which see Kurdish votes as
a valuable resource in breaking out, the Kurds’ rising support to CHP and its new
position as the third most-supported party by the Kurds. Of course it must also be

22) |nterviewee 3, political party administrator
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HDP kemiklesmis ytuzde 10’luk tabana sahip olusunu siyaseten gerektigi 6l¢i-
de degerlendiremiyor. Son yerel secimlerin de gosterdigi gibi HDP Turkiye'de
iktidar degisimi denkleminin en kritik aktoérd konumunda fakat buna ragmen
kendisini var eden meseleyi de ne muhalefetin ne de hikumetin giindemine
sokabiliyor. Aslinda bu HDP'nin aritmetik basarisina ragmen siyasal basari-
sizliginin resmi. HDP bu baglamda siyaset kuramiyor. KCK'nin silah ve siyaset
arasinda yaptig1 is béliminde, kendisine verilen siyaset rolinu ustleniyor sa-
dece. Bunu 2 defa asmay1 basardi, her ikisinde de etkili siyasi sonuclar aldi.
ilki Demirtag'in Cumhurbaskanligi adayligi siirecinde HDP bunyesinde yeniden
orgutlenme, Turkiyelilesme, sol siyasal merkeze yonelme sureglerinde yasandi.
Bunun sonucu HDP'nin %10 barajini asmasi oldu. O tarihten itibaren bagimsiz
adaylar Gizerinden segimlere katilma derdinden kurtuldu. ikincisi 2019 yerel se-
cimlerinde belli baz1 buyuksehirlerde aday gostermeyerek, CHP’li adaylarin AK
Partili adaylar1 maglup etmesinde kritik bir rol Gstlenmesiyle yasandi. Bu siyasi
kararla 17 yillik Erdogan iktidarinin etkili bir yenilgiyle sarsilmasini sagladi. Do-
layisiyla HDP siyaset yaptiginda etkili olma potansiyeline sahip bir parti. Bugin
de suruklendigi siyasal islevsizligini asmasini saglayacak bir siyasal yaraticilik
gelistirme potansiyeli var.

HDP’nin kendi varhig ile celisir gibi gérinmekle birlikte aslinda sorunun ¢ézul-
mesinde guclenmesini saglayacak bir diger husus ise Kirt meselesinin siyasal-
lasmasini saglayacak sivil alandaki ¢ogulculuga kap1 agmasi. “Ktrt dinamikle-
rinin siyasi ve sivil toplum boyutunda ¢ogulculasmast gerekiyor.”?? Ne kadar
farkli aktor siireci sahiplenebilir ve sorun-siireg-¢ozim Uzerinde ne kadar ¢ok
sahici aktor rol alabilirse, ulasilacak sonu¢ da o kadar gergekgi bir temele otu-
rur.

Buglin HDP bir kez daha kapatilma tartismalar: ile aniliyor. Daha 6nce Kirt si-
yasi hareketinde benzer kapatma davalarinin islevsiz kaldig: bircok érnekte go-
rildd. Ancak bu sefer farkli parametreler, olasi bir kapatma davasi sonrasi su-
reci belirsiz hale getiriyor. Olasi bir kapatma davasinda yasanacak tartigmalar
ve aktorlerin tutumlari, Kart oylarini ¢ikis icin énemli bir kaynak olarak géren
yeni partiler, CHP'nin Kurtler arasinda yeniden ytuikselisi ve ti¢iinct parti konu-
muna gelmesi gibi birgok etmen etkilesim halinde HDP yerine kurulacak yeni
partinin siyasal koordinatlarini, kadro kompozisyonunu ve tabaniyla iliskisini
etkileyecektir. Elbette Cumhurbaskan: Erdogan’in yasal ve siyasal yollarla HDP

(22)  Gorasmeci 3, siyasi parti yoneticisi
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remembered that President Erdogan will exploit every legal and political way to
make Kurdish politics dysfunctional after HDP, and divide its popular base. Just
how HDP’s popular base, known to be the most “loyally supportive” section in Turk-
ish politics, will react to this process remains to be seen.

Another problem for the process is that like PKK itself, the European branch of the
Kurdish political movement is stuck in an anachronistic framework. AK Party voters
in Europe experience a lag in witnessing AK Party’s and Turkey’s transformation
and contribute to the domestic securitarianism by their external support; the same
is true for HDP, as well. The Kurds in Europe are outside of HDP’s political environ-
ment and its dynamics, nor do they have experience of the oppression felt in Turkey
by HDP’s supporters; as a result, they do not favour any kind of change or flexibili-
ty. The anti-Erdogan sentiment in Europe also feeds into this perception. However,
the compulsory pragmatism employed even by PKK under current circumstances
might occasion a change in Europe in the medium term.

THE OPPOSITION AND THE NEW POLITICAL PARTIES

In the past, CHP had blocked any efforts in the Parliament regarding the resolu-
tion process by any means possible, including motions of no confidence. However
now, as representative of the founding identity of the Republic, CHP currently has
a constructive approach to the problem and is open to communication, which is a
good sign. In the role it plays as a bridge between HDP and the other opposition
parties, as well as between HDP and its participation as an actor in some of the es-
sential processes in Turkey, CHP is an important force of normalisation. CHP is also
the main representative of Turkey’s Alawites and considering that HDP also has its
Alawite sensibilities, this issue may serve to strengthen the connection between the
two political parties. However, it is difficult to foresee the main opposition party’s
eventual position on a number of critical issues such as mother tongue rights, the
definition of citizenship and ethnicity, and the first three articles of the Constitu-
tion. This is likely why CHP leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu has avoided developing a
new and comprehensive position on the Kurdish issue for a long time now, and is
hesitant about sharing the party’s efforts to this end with the public. At the least, he
avoids getting entangled in risky debates for a process that hasn’t yet materialised.
Erdogan’s use of identity politics as a tool to consolidate his authority in the current
nationalist climate makes Kilicdaroglu’s attitude understandable.

In the current conjuncture, CHP needs HDP to achieve the 50% support it needs to
rally against Erdogan’s rule. HDP is willing to collaborate with the CHP-led bloc in
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sonrasi Kurt siyasetini islevsizlestirmek ve tabani bélmek icin her yolu deneye-
cek olmasi da unutulmamali. Trkiye siyasetinin aidiyet bilinci en ytksek kesimi
olarak tanimlanan HDP tabaninin bu strecten nasil etkilenecegini kestirmek
bugtnden kolay degil.

Kurt siyasal hareketinin Avrupa ayaginin aynen PKK'nin kendisi gibi anakronik
bir cerceveye hapsolmasi da strecin 6ntndeki sorunlardan biri. Nasil ki AK
Parti'nin ve Turkiye'nin yasadig1 dénisumi Avrupa’daki se¢men kitlesi geriden
takip ediyor ve icerideki glivenlik¢i yaklasimi disaridan verdigi destek ile bes-
liyorsa, aynist HDP icin de gegerli. HDP'nin icinde bulundugu dinamik siyasi
atmosferden uzak, tabandan hissedilen baskilar: ve yine tilkenin icinden gectigi
sartlarin dayatmalarini yasamayan Avrupa'daki Kurt kitle, herhangi bir degisi-
me ya da esneklige uzak duruyor. Avrupa'da yasanan Erdogan karsiti psikoloji
de bu algiy1 besliyor. PKK'nin bile bolgedeki zorunluluklar karsisinda yasadigi
mecburi pragmatizm Avrupa’daki direnci orta vadede zorlayabilir.

MUHALEFET / YENI SiYASi PARTILER

Bugline kadar 6zellikle Meclis’'te ¢6zim surecine dair cabalar: gensoru talebine
varana kadar engelleyen ve Cumhuriyet’in kurucu kimligini temsil eden CHP'nin
en azindan soruna yapicl yaklasmasi ve iletisime acik tavri olumlu bir isaret.
HDP'nin diger muhalefet partileri ile iligskilerinde ve Turkiye'nin temel streg-
lerine aktér olarak katiliminda oynadig1 képrd rold de normallesme yoninde
onemli bir adim. Ayni sekilde CHP’nin Turkiye'de Alevilerin ana temsil mecrasi
olmasi ve HDP'de var olan Alevi hassasiyetler iki parti arasindaki mevcut kdpra
islevini genisletebilir. Ancak karar ginua geldiginde ana dilden vatandaslik tani-
mina ve etnisite tarifine, Anayasa’nin ilk i¢ maddesine kadar kritik kavsaklarda
ana muhalefet partisinin alacag tavri buginden kestirmek zor. Muhtemelen
Genel Baskan Kemal Kilicdaroglu bu nedenle uzun zamandir Kurt meselesine
dair kapsamli yeni bir séylem gelistirmekten uzak duruyor ve parti mutfaginda-
ki calismalar: kamuoyu ile paylasmakta tereddit ediyor. En azindan somutlas-
mamis bir sureg icin riskli tartismalara girmekten kaciniyor. Mevcut milliyetci
iklimde Erdogan’in kimlik siyaseti Gzerinden keskinlestirdigi otoritesi de bu tav-
r1 anlasilir kiliyor.

Mevcut konjonktirde, Erdogan iktidarina karsi gereken ytizde 50 aritmetigi icin
CHP'nin HDP'ye ihtiyact var. HDP de mevcut iktidarin zayiflamasi i¢in CHP'nin
basini cektigi blokla is birligine riza gosteriyor. Dolayisiyla CHP igin de HDP
icin de mevcut durumdaki yakinlasma ilkesel veya siyasi vizyon birlikteliginden
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order to weaken the current government. As such, this collaboration is a result-ori-
ented, instrumental partnership for both CHP and HDP rather than a mutual vision
based on principles and politics. For instance, there is no mention of the Kurdish
issue in this collaboration. CHP doesn't have an evident vision for the resolution of
the Kurdish issue, which might be seen as a point of weakness for HDP. In order to
counterbalance this deficiency, CHP must prove that it has a different perspective
than the government. Although dialogues between individuals or certain gestures
(the “spousal diplomacy”®®, Imamoglu’s Diyarbakir visit or the criticism of trustee
appointments) have been employed to forestall criticism, CHP faces pressure to be
more outspoken and develop a political vision regarding this issue.

Although gains were made in the local elections, the Kurds haven't fully been re-
paid for supporting CHP. HDP's supporters have played a decisive role against AK
Party in the most important cities of Turkey at the risk of contradicting their own
ideological positions and backgrounds; however, they haven't achieved the prom-
inence they hoped for in the newly-formed municipalities. When reminded of this
situation, a senior official in a Metropolitan Municipality has said, “transportation
services to Kurdish neighbourhoods were insufficient, and this has changed; The
People’s Bread®, in contradiction of its raison d’etre, has more branches in affluent
neighbourhoods and neglects Kurdish neighbourhoods, and we are aware of this
situation, too. We do not ignore these demands,” and added that the municipality
takes note of these problems in revising its service policies. However, it is a fact
that HDP supporters in general want a more tangible approach that would expand
HDP’s political ground.

Both their initial strategy following their foundation, and party programmes show
that the Kurdish issue is a priority for the Future Party and DEVA Party, both
founded by erstwhile AK Party members. As Ali Bayramoglu details in his report for
DPI®, both parties play an important role in popularising the essential demands of
the Kurdish issue — mostly the demand for mother tongue education - and legiti-
mising it for the right and centre-right electorate. However, the security problems
which plagued the resolution process, as detailed above, traumatised the public
and they don’t want to re-experience it; with the exception of HDP supporters, it

(23) " wifes of CHP Chairperson Kemal Kilicdaroglu and HDP co-chair Selahaddin Demirtas, Selvi Kilicdaroglu
and. Basak Demirtas, meet publicly from time to time, and are photographed by the press.

(24 |stanbul Municipality’s venture to sell bread at affordable prices.

(25) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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¢ok somut bir hedefe yonelik aragsal bir is birligi. Ornegin, bu yakinlagma Kirt
meselesi gibi bir bashigl icermiyor. Bu durumun HDP i¢in kirilganlk olustura-
bilecek yoni, CHP'nin Kurt sorununa ¢ézim iceren gérunur bir vizyona sahip
olmamasi. Dengelemek icin CHP mevcut iktidardan farkl bir perspektife sahip
oldugunu ortaya koyma baskisiyla karsi karsiya. Bugline kadar kisisel diyaloglar
veya bazi jestlerle (esler diplomasisi®, imamoglu'nun Diyarbakir ziyareti veya
kayyim atamalarina elestiri) hosnutsuzluk giderilse de CHP daha cesur bazi soy-
lemler veya siyasi vizyon gelistirme baskisiyla kars: karsiya.

Yerel secimlerde sonug alinsa da, Kurtlerin CHP'ye verdigi destegin karsiligin
tam olarak alamadig1 bir durumla kars: karsiyayiz. HDP kitlesi, bir yandan Tur-
kiye’'nin en énemli kentlerinde kimi zaman kendi ideolojik duruslar: ve gecmis-
leri ile catisma pahasina, AK Parti karsisinda belirleyici bir rol oynuyor diger
yandan ise yeni goreve gelen belediyelerde bekledikleri goruntr etkinlige sahip
olamiyorlar. Bu durum kendine hatirlatildiginda ise ust duzey bir Buyuksehir
Belediyesi yetkilisi “Kurtlerin bulundugu mahallelere ulasim hizmeti cok zayif
iken bunun ciddi sekilde degismesi ya da Halk Ekmek’in® kurulus mantiginin
aksine zengin ilgelerde yogunlasip Kurtlerin bulundugu yeri ihmal etmesinin
tersine donmesi goz ardi edilemez. Biz oradan gelen talepleri yok saymiyoruz.”
karsiligini veriyor ve hizmet politikalarinda bu gercegi dikkate aldiklarini soyli-
yor. Ancak genel HDP kitlesinde daha gérinir ve HDP'nin siyaset alanini genis-
leten bir yaklasim beklendigi bir vakia.

Ozellikle AK Parti'den ayrilan Gelecek Partisi ve DEVA Partisi'nin énceliklerinden
birinin Kurt meselesi oldugu gerek kurulus asamasinda izledikleri yolda gerekse
de programlarinda goruliyor. Ali Bayramoglunun DPI tarafindan yayinlanan
raporunda® detayl bir sekilde inceledigi gibi her ikisi de Kiirt sorununun basta
anadil talebi olmak tzere temel parametrelerini kitlesellestirmekte ve 6zellikle
sag/merkez sagda mesruiyet zemini olusturmakta biiytk rol oynuyorlar. Ancak
yukarida aktarilan ¢6zum sireci boyunca olusan guvenlik agiginin se¢mende
sebep oldugu guvenlik travmasi 1s1ginda bu travmay: tekrar yasamak isteme-
yen HDP disindaki se¢cmen kitlelerinin iktidar partisinden kitlesel olarak vaz
gecebilmeleri igin, AK Parti'nin tilke genelinde ciddi bir erime yasamasi ve bir

(23) wifes of CHP Chairperson Kemal Kilicdaroglu and HDP co-chair Selahaddin Demirtas, Selvi Kilicdaroglu
and. Basak Demirtas, meet publicly from time to time, and are photographed by the press.

(24) " |stanbul Municipality’s venture to sell bread with affordable prices.

(25) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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would take a lot for voters to abandon AK Party en masse, as it would need to have
suffered serious losses already across the country, and another alternative for re-
gional stability would need to have emerged. Another possibility for the rise of the
new political parties is that they gain power in the West first, and thus assure the
Kurds that there won’t be any security weaknesses. Also, Erdogan’s recent remarks
on new democratic reforms and a new constitution are likely to raise expectations
for a while.

At the end of the resolution process, some came to believe that after all the hope
and trust placed in AK Party and Erdogan, “Kurds saw that they couldn't trust the
Turkish parties, not even the new ones. Some Kurds even oppose HDP's efforts to
become representative of Turkey as a whole.”®® There are some signs that the new
political parties might play a role in the resolution in the future: The leader of the
Future Party Ahmet Davutoglu visited HDP co-chair Mithat Sancar to offer his con-
dolences; after, HDP and Selahattin Demirtas altered the way they mentioned Davu-
toglu in their statements®”; as well as these, DEVA’s approach to regional problems,
the prioritisation of organisation on a local level for both parties, and their criticism
of trustee appointments also bode well.

AN ATMOSPHERE OF RELATIVE SECURITY

Following the ending of the resolution process, and the ending of PKK’s activities
in residential areas during the period of urban warfare at great cost to all parties
involved, with the local people bearing the brunt, there was a complete reversal of
how public authorities treated the PKK's gradually increasing activities in the re-
gion. Before, such activities had at times been tolerated to an extent that disturbed
the local community. PKK increased its armed activities in both urban and rural
areas exploit the opportunities provided by the peace talks that went on during
the resolution process; later, security forces retaliated by feeling assured that they
had the full support of the central government. Security forces established a con-
siderable dominion over the region for a number of reasons: Erdogan’s complete
exclusion of HDP from the political arena, his criminalisation of Kurdish politics by
relating it to the PKK, the Minister of the Interior Stleyman Soylu’s understanding
of complete and unconditional public order and military control as the only way

(26) |nterviewee 2

27) " https://www.hdp.org.tr/tr/buldandan-davutogluna-gercekleri-anlatmanin-tam-zamani/14640/
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sonraki secimde bolgede istikrar icin baska bir alternatifin giiclenmesi gerektigi
fikrinin yerlesmesi gerekiyor. Yeni partilerin giiclenmesinin bir diger ihtimali ise
bu yeni partilerin yine ¢nce batida giiclenerek Kirtlere givenlik zafiyeti yasa-
mayacaklarina dair bir teminat olusturmalar: gerekiyor. Ustelik son dénemde
Erdogan'dan gelen yeni demokratik reform, yeni anayasa séylemleri en azindan
bir siire beklenti olusturacaktir.

Cozum slrecinde AK Parti ve Erdogan’a duyulan giivenin sonrasinda yasanan
gelismeler “Ktrtler, yeniler dahil, Tirk partilerine gtivenemeyeceklerini gor-
diler. Bazilart HDP'nin Ttrkiyelilesme séylemine bile karsilar.”?® yaklasiminin
taraftar bulmasini da sagladi. Gelecek Partisi Genel Baskan1 Ahmet Davutog-
lu'nun HDP Esbaskan1 Mithat Sancar’1 taziye sebebiyle de olsa ziyaret etmesi,
sonrasinda HDP ve Selahaddin Demirtas'tan kendisine doniik aciklamalardaki
tonun degismesi®”, DEVA'nin bolge sorunlarina yaklasimi, her iki partinin de
teskilatlanmada bolgeye 6ncelik vermesi ve kayyum atamalarini elestirmele-
ri gibi etkenler ileride yeni partilerin sorunun ¢éziminde oynayabilecekleri
role dair ipuclar: veriyor. Ancak yukarida aktarilan gerceve 1siginda da bu
iki partinin belirleyici rol oynayabilmeleri diger aktoérlerin tutumlarina bagh
kalacaktir.

GORECELi GUVENLIK ORTAMI

Cozum sirecinin sona ermesi ve hendek operasyonlarinda PKK'nin yerlesim
yerlerindeki etkinliginin basta bolge halki olmak tizere taraflara buyiik maliyet
treterek nihayetlenmesinin ardindan, kamu otoritesi 6rgutin bélgede artan et-
kinligine karsi ¢6zim surecinde kimi zaman bolge halkini rahatsiz edecek kadar
ileri giden toleransl tavrinin tam tersine evirildi. C6zim strecinde PKK'nin ge-
rek kirsalda gerekse sehirde, devam eden baris gérismelerinin sagladigr imkani
kullanarak silahli etkinligini artirmasinin révansini, givenlik gicleri arkasinda
hissettigi merkezi yonetimin destegi ile aldi. Erdoganin HDP’ye siyaset alamni
birakmayan tavri, Kirt siyasetini PKK baglaminda kriminalize etmesi ve icisleri
Bakani Siileyman Soylu'nun bélgedeki sorunun tek ¢ozimunu asayisin kosulsuz
saglanmasi ve askeri kontrol olarak algilayan yaklasimi, sadece bolgede degil
tlkenin genelinde hukuk disina ¢ikabilme kredisinin bizzat iktidar tarafindan

(26)  Gorismeci 2

(27) https://www.hdp.org.tr/tr/buldandan-davutogluna-gercekleri-anlatmanin-tam-zamani/14640/
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to resolve the problem in the region, and the government itself giving the security
forces the power to act outside of the limits of law, not just in the region but all
over the country. In the balance between freedom and security, the latter came to
predominate; this was also due to the increasing use of drones, and to the fact that
military operations to Iraq, formerly taking place in a circumscribed period of time,
had turned into permanent bases. These policies were perceived to be successes
on the part of the ruling power by the public; the first time they came under heavy
criticism from the opposition was when PKK executed 13 civil servants it held hos-
tage during an attempt to rescue them. The operation was heavily criticised by the
opposition for its planning, execution and outcome; later, it would come to cast
its shadow on both anti-terrorism and hostage rescue operations, and would thus
exert a pressure on security forces.

The atmosphere of relative security in the region both favours and prevents the
beginning of a potential new process in the future. The decrease in conflict, ac-
companied by an understanding of the issue as a security problem with economic
underdevelopment perhaps exacerbating it at worst, mean that the current condi-
tions of relative stability make it easy to ignore the underlying problem. However,
similar fluctuations between public order and violence occurred countless times in
the past, and there is no guarantee that the same pattern will not hold this time.

Another psychological factor is that the security forces now believe that they can
defeat the PKK. In the long term, believing that PKK can be defeated by military
means with each new incident isn’t very conducive to a resolution process. Over a
period of time when thousands of people were killed, it was proven over and over
that the state has the upper hand in any military confrontation. The Kobane inci-
dents of 7-8 October, urban warfare and cross-border operations caused worries
that public order was irretrievably disrupted; however, at the end of the day the se-
curity forces reconsolidated their authority, and the local community paid the price.
The Kurdish public is of the same opinion as well; all parties to the problem are in
agreement about the victor of this process, and as such, there is a certain meaning
to this display of self-confidence on the part of the security forces. Perhaps this
widespread impression, as well as the price paid by the local Kurds, will urge PKK
to finally move beyond the debate on whether to give up armed struggle or not, and
make it consider the when and how of the issue instead. In order to achieve this, a
political roadmap is required. PKK must also leave behind its phobia of becoming
a political entity. Even if all conditions in Turkey are favourable for such a develop-
ment, however, geopolitical factors will also influence PKK’s decision, as it engages
in armed conflict with various actors across the border.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

taninmasi, guvenlik gugclerinin bélgede 6nemli bir hakimiyet tesis etmesine
sebep oldu. Ozgurlik-Guvenlik dengesinde giivenlik ayaginin hissedilir sekil-
de baskin olmasinda, elbette son dénemde 6zellikle insansiz hava araclarinin
kullanimi, Irak’ta daha ¢nce sinirli-streli gerceklesen askeri operasyonlarin
surekli uslenmelere déntismesi de énemli rol oynadi. Bu strecte kamuoyunda
da iktidarin basari hanesine yazilan mevcut politikanin muhalefetten kayda
deger elestiri aldig1 ilk nokta PKK'nin elinde bulunan 13 kamu gérevlisinin
kurtarilmasi siirecinde rehinelerin PKK tarafindan infazi sonrasinda yasandi.
Planlamasi, icrasi ve sonucu itibariyle muhalefetten ciddi elestiri alan ope-
rasyon kendisinden sonra yurutilecek gerek terérle miicadele gerekse rehi-
ne operasyonlarinda bir kriter haline gelecek ve giivenlik giicleri Gzerinde bir
baski olusturacaktir.

Bolgede olusan goreceli giivenlik ortami, sorunun kalici olarak ¢6zimi olma-
sa da bundan sonra yasanacak muhtemel bir strecin baslangicina hem engel
hem firsat olusturuyor. Catismalarin ciddi oranda azalmasi, meseleyi nere-
deyse timiyle gtvenlik sorununa indirgeyen, en fazla yanina ekonomik geri
kalmishk gerekcesini ekleyen yaklasim igin mevcut goreceli istikrarli durum
sorunun da yok sayllmasina zemin hazirlayabiliyor. Ancak daha 6nce benzer
asayis-siddet salinimlarinin defalarca yasanmis olmasi benzer salinimin bu se-
fer aksi yonde tekrarlanmayacagini da asla garanti etmiyor.

Bir diger psikolojik faktor ise guvenlik giiclerinde PKK'y1 yenebileceklerine
dair kanaatin yerlesmis olmasi. Her yasanan olayda PKK'nin askeri olarak
yenilebilecegine yeniden iman etmek zorunda olmak uzun vadede sirecin
¢o6zumune bir katkida bulunmuyor. Binlerce insanin canina mal olan sureg-
te defalarca askeri catismada kazananin devlet oldugu ortaya cikti. 7-8 Ekim
Kobani olaylari, hendek catismalari, sinir 6tesi operasyonlar kamu diizeninin
kontrolden giktig1 endisesini uyandirsa da ginin sonunda en ¢ok da bolge
halkinin 6dedigi bedellerle bu stregler gtuvenlik giclerinin hakimiyeti ile so-
nugland. Ustelik artik Kirt sivil toplumunda da bu algi yerlesmis ve sorunun
tim taraflar: ¢atisma sirecinin galibi konusunda kesin fikir sahibi olmusken,
guvenlik glclerinin bu 6zgiven ile konuya yaklasmas: 6nem tasiyor. Belki de
bu bedeller ve alg1 artik PKK'daki silah birakma tartismasinin evet mi hayir mi
ikileminden nasil ve nerede sorusuna evirilmesine yardim edecek. Bunun igin
ise siyasal bir yol haritasi ve PKK'nin siyasallasma korkusundan kurtulmasi
sart. Fakat Turkiye'deki tim sartlar bu tir bir gelismeye zemin hazirlasa bile
artik sinirin kuzeyinde de farkli aktorlerle silahli catismaya giren PKK’'nin bu
kararinda yine jeopolitik gelismeler etkili olacak.
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SOCIALTRAUMA AND THE KURDISH SUPPORTERS OF AK PARTY

The experience of the resolution process seriously harmed the regional population.
Mistakes made on both sides are a serious obstacle in the way of another similar
process in the future. The trauma in question is caused not just by the individual
experiences, but also by the failure of one of the most important efforts in the his-
tory of the Republic, and as a result, the inhabitants of Eastern and Southeastern
Turkey feel hopeless about the prospects of their regions. The emigration of Turks
to abroad as a result of Turkey’s political turmoil only exacerbates the internal im-
migration within Turkey’s border. “The local communities are in despair. Those who
have a trade or some kind of money leave. When they go, it leaves behind a kind of
hole. There are those who leave and then break off all contact with what they left
behind.”?® The absence of reasonable actors, sorely needed in any process of nor-
malisation, would be felt in any attempts at a resolution.

Kurdish supporters of AK Party are among those most affected by the entire ordeal.
“AK Party’s supporters are cowed. They don't like [the coalition with MHP], but they
have accepted it. They don't dare start a new fight. AK Party supporters fear HDP.
Kobane and the urban warfare created a trauma in the Kurdish electorate.”?® The
tolerance shown to the PKK by the government in order to protect its ultimate goal
caused PKK to first gain power in the urban and rural areas, and then to increase its
control over HDP and exert pressure on the region. The trauma of the period prior
to the urban warfare is affecting AK Party supporters, whereas the trauma of the
urban warfare and its aftermath holds sway over the supporters of HDP. Despite
Turkey’s economic crisis, no considerable decrease is recorded in support for AK
Party, especially in the East; this fear is one of the reasons why it is so. “It is very
difficult for the Islamists in the region to abandon AK Party and Erdogan. They feel
the threat of the PKK, and there is nowhere else they can hide. After the resolution
process ended, this dependency has only gotten worse.”°)

A leader of a conservative NGO, critical of the state in his statements, says that at
its core, the demand of the Kurds is an identity problem which cannot be glossed
over by generic phrases such as “cultural rights” or “democratisation’, and speaks of
the unease he feels: “When I hear about a new resolution process, I feel fear. I worry
that YDG-H might return.”®

(28)  Interviewee 1, industrialist, former president of NGO
29 Interviewee 6
(30) |nterviewee 4, NGO director

B1) " Interviewee 4
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TOPLUMSAL TRAVMALAR - AK PARTILi KURTLER

Cozum strecinde yasananlar 6zellikle bolge insani Gzerinde ciddi travmalar
olusturmus durumda. Daha dnce karsilikli olarak yapilan hatalar, bundan sonra
benzer bir stirece niyetlenmenin énindeki en kritik handikaplardan biri. Trav-
ma, bireysel olarak yasananlardan 6te cumhuriyet tarihinin en ciddi hamlele-
rinden birinin akamete ugramasi, Dogu ve Gineydogu Anadolu’da yasayanlarin
kendi bolgelerinden umutlarini biytk oranda kesmis olmasini da beraberinde
getiriyor. Turkiye'nin icinden gectigi siyasal siirecte bir yanda Turkiye'den yurt-
disina yasanan goc¢ diger yanda ulke icinde yasanan goécu carpan etkisi ile bii-
yutiyor. “Bélge insaninda bir umutsuzluk var. Bilgisi ya da sermayesi olanlar
cekip gidiyor. Bu da bélgede ciddi bir bosluk olusturuyor. Gittikleri yetmezmis
gibi burast ile iliskilerini timtyle kopartanlar da var.”®® Her turld normallesme
sturecinde ihtiya¢ duyulan makul aktorlerin yoklugu ise muhtemel bir ¢ozim
girisiminde akil aktér agig: olarak ortaya cikacak.

Surecten en fazla etkilenen kesimlerden biri ise AK Partili Kurtler. “AK Parti Ritlesi
sinmis durumda. [MHP ile koalisyonu] Begenmeseler de kabullenmis durumdalar.
Yeni bir kavgay! géze alamiyorlar. AK Parti secmeninde HDP'ye karst bir korku var.
Kobani ve Hendek Kiirt segmende bir travma yaratti.”®® Cozim sirecinde iktida-
rin nihai hedefe zarar gelmemesi icin orgite gosterdigi misamaha 6nce orgutin
arazide ve sehirde giiclenmesine, ardindan da HDP uzerindeki glicinu de artirarak
bolgede baski kurmasina sebep oldu. Hendek dncesinin travmasi AK Partililerde,
hendek catismasi ve sonrasinin travmasi ise HDPlilerde agirhgini koruyor. Turki-
ye'nin icinden gectigi ekonomik krize ragmen AK Parti kitlesinde 6zellikle doguda
hissedilir bir ¢éziilme olmamasinin temelinde yatan sebeplerden biri de bu korku.
“Bolgedeki Islamct kesimin AK Partiden ve Erdogandan kopmast ¢ok zor. Onu bog-
maya calisan bir PKK baskist var ve ona karst korunacagt baska bir yer yok. Céziim
stireci bittikten sonra bu bagimlilik daha da artti.”®®

Soylemlerinde devlete muhalif olan, Kurtlerin temel talebinin kualtirel haklar,
demokratiklesme gibi jenerik tanimlarla gecistirilemeyecek bir kimlik sorunu ol-
dugunun altini ¢izen bir muhafazakar sivil toplum kurulusu baskani tedirginli-
gini saklamiyor: “Yeni bir ¢éztim streci lafint duydugumda tiylerim diken diken
oluyor. Tekrar YDGH mi gelecek diye distintiyorum”®)

(28) Goriismeci 1, sanayici, eski sivil toplum kurulu baskani
29 Gorismeci 6
(30 Goriismeci 4, Sivil toplum kurulusu yéneticisi

B Gorusmeci 4
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In debating the necessity and practicability of a resolution process, Turkey is there-
fore facing a problem it didn’t have in past processes. There is now a necessity to
soothe the fears of the people, and convince them that the same mistakes will not
be repeated, and that they will not be hurt like before.

PUBLIC SUPPORT

Although there is no possibility of a comprehensive resolution process yet, ex-
pectations are high, particularly in Eastern and Southeastern Turkey. This is
because people don't believe things can go on as they are, and also because,
unfounded as they are, they have hopes that normalisation will come about at
some point. Because of past experiences and pain, everyone is obviously re-
served and uncertain about a new process, but there are very few people who
would refuse a chance at a new normalisation process. Despite this favourable
outlook, however, a clear roadmap for such a process is absolutely necessary
to garner support, since past experiences cast a long shadow. Just because the
local community is supportive of a process in principle doesn’t mean they give
their unconditional support. The president of an important trade association in
the region says, “We are ready to do our duty in a new resolution process,”*?
while a lot of people are also of the opinion that “Since everyone is afraid that
past experiences might repeat, nobody is likely to place their trust in an un-
certain and vague process’®. There is a definite expectation of a resolution
process in the region, but people are also doubtful about its specifics. If there is
to be a resolution process, it must be accompanied by widespread public agree-
ment that it is both a necessity, and a possibility.

Former experiences show that the average amount of public support at the out-
set® increased over time with the support of NGOs and the media.®® The same
thing may occur once again; however, in order to achieve this, there must be a
robust “gray area” through which public legitimacy might grow and be consoli-
dated. When there is a genuine political will to resolve the problem, the public is

(32) Interviewee 8, president of trade association
33) Interviewee 6
(34)  http://file.setav.org/Files/Pdf/20130109171358_turkiyenin-kurt-sorunu-algisi.pdf

(35)  https://t24.com.tr/haber/kondanin-son-anketi-cozum-surecine-destek-yuzde-813e-ulasti, 229284

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Dolayistyla bir ¢c6zum strecinin gerekliligi ve uygulanabilirligi tartismalarinda
Turkiye'nin éninde daha onceki streclerde var olmayan bir sorun duruyor.
O da yasanmus sureclerin getirdigi travmalar: dikkate alarak tekrar ayni yan-
lislarin yapilmayacagina ve benzer bedellerin 6denmeyecegine dair insanlar
ikna etmek.

TOPLUMSAL DESTEK

Hentz ufukta kapsamli bir ¢o6zim sireci ihtimali olmasa da, 6zellikle Dogu
ve Guneydogu Anadoluda beklenti strekli canli. Bunun temel sebebi insan-
larin mevcut sistemin sirdurilemeyecegine olan inanclar: ve gercekgi bir te-
meli olmasa da normallesme icin bir adim atilacagina dair beklentileri. Ge¢mis
tecrubelerden hareketle yasanan acilar ve bedeller konusunda dogal olarak
herkesin soru isaretleri ve teredditleri var ancak ‘bir normallesme sirecini
destekler misiniz?’ sorusuna ‘hayir’ diyecek insan ¢ok az. Fakat normallesmeye
ve cozum surecine verilen krediye ragmen bolgede daha 6nce yasananlar goz
onune alindiginda yeni bir stire tekrar ‘evet’ cevab: alinabilmesi icin net bir yol
haritas1 konulmas: énemli. ilkesel olarak bir strece destek verilmesi bunun
kosulsuz oldugu anlamina gelmiyor. Bir yanda boélgenin ¢nemli bir meslek or-
gutu baskani “Yeni bir ¢6ztim stirecinde tizerimize diseni yapmaya haziriz.”¢?
derken “Herkes daha énce yasananlardan korktugu icin net olmayan, puslu
bir stirece evet demez, gtivenip destek vermez.”®® goérisi de bircok kisideki
ortak kanaat. Bolgede her sekilde bir ¢6zim streci hem bir beklenti hem bir
soru isareti. Ancak eger bir ¢6zim sureci yasanacaksa bunun ulkenin geri
kalaninda da hem bir ihtiyag ve gereklilik hem de mimkin oldugunun genel
kabuli 6nem tasiyor.

Daha 6nce yasanan 6rneklerde, baslangicta ortalama degerlerde olan toplum-
sal destegin®¥ yine STK'lar ve basinin ciddi katkist ile toplumun geneline ya-
yildiginin érneklerini®® gérdik. Dolayisiyla benzer bir siire¢ yine yasanabilir.
Ancak bunun i¢in toplumsal mesruiyet zeminini genisletecek ve tahkim edecek

(32)  Gorasmeci 8, meslek rgitii baskan
(33)  Gorusmeci 6
(34)  http://file.setav.org/Files/Pdf/20130109171358_turkiyenin-kurt-sorunu-algisi.pdf

(35)  https://t24.com.tr/haber/kondanin-son-anketi-cozum-surecine-destek-yuzde-813e-ulasti, 229284
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able to overcome many of its supposed taboos, and even support the project at
hand. Persevering for a period of five years, politics can transform a supposedly
unchanging society. Just as Ankara successfully managed such developments as
talking to Qandil, negotiating with Ocalan and broadcasting in Kurdish, all once
thought to be insupportably offensive to “Turkish sensibilities”, surely PKK and
HDP can do the same for supposed “Kurdish sensibilities”.

One of the most important problems threatening a potential resolution process
is that both civil society organisations, which might lend social legitimacy to the
process, and “gray areas”, that is to say, areas of interaction where resistance
to the process might be overcome, have become very weak indeed. AK Party
received support from a small but influential section of NGOs in its early years,
and in return, provided them with ample space, no doubt influenced by the
need to justify its own legitimacy, too. The framework to this period was the
EU process, and with the exception of a some NGOs which opposed AK Party
on ideological grounds, significant interactions took place. During this period,
we witnessed how conservative and Islamic NGOs, societies and similar organ-
isations grew in power using state resources, and lost their NGO qualities as a
result, becoming instruments of the state. There were organisations that either
would not or could not adapt to the government’s policy of taking civil society
under its control, and as in the instance of BISAV/istanbul City University, such
organisations were liquidated. Liberals and moderates either remained silent in
order to protect their own positions, or chose to reposition themselves closer to
the government in an attempt to remain safe. Oppositional organisations at the
fringes moved even further away from the centre as both the government’s poli-
cy of polarisation and their own anachronistic reflexes impelled them along, and
they failed to catch up with the opposition bloc’s transformation. As a result,
these organisations lost their capacity to reach out to many, if not all, sections
of society; so important in an NGO. Another group tried to survive by remaining
apolitical, and not being at odds with the government under any circumstances.

The media underwent a similar experience of instrumentalisation, liquidation,
silencing and upheaval. Its transformation greatly damaged the civil society’s
ability to be influential in social issues beyond the scope of a single political
alliance. In the event of a new conflict resolution process, even with problems
of political pragmatism, geopolitical and military necessities, the most intracta-
ble problem is the lack of a civil society capable of convincing wider sections of
society to the legitimacy of a process, even if civil society believes and supports
the necessity of such an initiative in itself.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

gri alanin gicld olmasi gerekiyor. Buradan siyasetin ¢ozim istediginde tabu
gibi goértinen bircok bashgin toplum tarafindan sindirildigi ve desteklendigi
sonucunu ¢tkarabiliriz. Bes yil 1srar edince dénismez denilen toplum dénusu-
yor. Ankara agisindan nasil ki Kandil ile goriisme, Ocalan ile mtuzakere, Kurtge
televizyon yayini gibi bir donem tepki uyandiracak ‘Turk hassasiyetleri’ bagla-
minda degerlendirilebilecek konular yonetilebildi ise benzer bir strecin, PKK
ve HDP'nin kendi ezberlerinde yerlesik ‘Kirt hassasiyetlerinin de yonetilmesi-
nin, dénustirilebilmesinin mimkin olup olmadigini sorgulamak lazim.

Muhtemel bir ¢ézum girisimine dénutk en ciddi problemden biri ise konuya
toplumsal mesruiyet saglayacak sivil toplumun ve direng¢ noktalarin zayifla-
tabilecek etkilesim alanlarinin yani gri bolgelerin zayiflamis olmasi. STK di-
namizminin destegi ile gorece kiiciik ama etkili bir kitleye yaslanan AK Parti,
iktidarinin ilk yillarinda mesruiyet alanini genisletme ihtiyacinin da etkisiyle
toplumda STK'lara 6énemli bir alan acti. AB siirecinin althigini olusturdugu bir
ortamda ideolojik muhalif tavrini terk etmeyen bazi1 STK'lar1 disarda tutarsak
onemli bir etkilesim yasandi. Bu strecte muhafazakér/islami STK/cemaat ve
benzeri yapilarin devlet imkanlar: ile tanismasinin ardindan giiclenmelerine
ve arkasindan STK o¢zelligini buyuk oranda kaybederek devlete eklemlenme-
lerine sahit olduk. Bu kampta iktidarin sivil toplumu kendi etkisi altina alma
cabasini kabullenmeyen ya da adapte olamayan yapilar BiSAV/istanbul Sehir
Universitesi ¢rneginde oldugu gibi tasfiye edildi. Liberal ve ortada duranlar
ya etki gliclerini ve duruslarini korumak amaciyla sessizlestiler ya da iktidara
daha yakin giivenli bir alanda yeniden konumlanmay: sectiler. Uclarda yer
alan muhalif 6rgutler ise iktidarin da besledigi kutuplasma ve kendi anakro-
nik reflekslerinden de kurtulamamalar: sebebiyle daha da uclara savruldular
ve muhalif kampin kendi icinde yasadig1 degisimin bile gerisinde kaldilar. Bu
yapilar bir STK'da olmasi gereken toplumun timu degilse de bircok kesimi ile
temas edebilme esnekliklerini de kaybettiler. Geride kalan bir grup ise apoli-
tik bir dizlemde kendi simirli alanlarinda iktidara ters dismeden varliklarini
strdirmek zorunda kaldilar.

Medyanin da STK'lara benzer sekilde bir eklemlenme/tasfiye/sessizlesme/
savrulma slreci yasamasi, toplumda tek bir siyasal ittifaki asan konularda
sivil toplumun etkili olma yetenegine biiyuk darbe vurdu. Muhtemel bir catis-
ma ¢6zUimu slrecinde siyasi pragmatizmin, jeopolitik dayatmalarin ve askeri
mecburiyetlerin zorladig: bir durumda bile asilmasi en zor problem, gereklili-
gine inansalar ve iktidarin baslatacag: bir girisime eklemlenseler bile, stirecin
mesruiyetini farkli kesimlere yayabilecek sivil toplum agig1 olacaktir.
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THE LIQUIDATION OF THE GULENIST ORGANISATION (FETO)

The Gulenist organisation (FETO) acted as a great spoiler in the resolution of the
Kurdish problem: the KCK operations in 2009¢%, MIT Undersecretary Hakan Fidan
being accused of having a relationship with PKK/KCK and being called to make a
statement on 7 February 2012, the leaking of the audio recordings of the Oslo talks,
publications and broadcasting with the intent to paint an unfavourable picture of
the resolution process, the Gilenists’ neglect of duty in fighting against the PKK®7),
and delaying Ankara in taking the necessary precautions against the armed con-
centration in places such as Diyarbakir/Sur, Nusaybin and Cizre during the peace
process - these are some of the things the Gulenist organisation did. Beyond its
extent, activities and real intentions, perhaps the greatest harm it enacted was that
for a very long time, even its true scope went undetected. It was referred to as a
community or “parallel structure”; it was visibly organised in the spheres of civil
society, media and business; its presence in the judiciary, police, armed forces and
intelligence was known, but the extent of this presence was not clear; as 15 July
revealed, it had a definite agenda of its own and balked at nothing, including illegal
activities, in order to realise its aims. It was somehow possible to fight against a
known entity, but the Gulenist organisation’s obscurity and intentional obstruction
of the process proved to be a great problem. An important businessperson from
Diyarbakir says, “I believe the FETO was the biggest reason why the peace process
failed. Even though it’s not entirely gone away, Turkey is now cleared of their in-
fluence.” The government used to heavily rely on Gulenist intelligence and security
officials; the cost of which has become very clear now. Although it is uncertain
whether the organisation has been entirely liquidated, it has no power to obstruct
a process anymore, which is a win. The problem today is that using the shield of le-
gitimacy left over from its fight against the perpetrators of the 15 July coup attempt,
and the liquidation of the Giilenist organisation, the government is pursuing a poli-
cy of intimidation and oppression against all who are critical of itself, including the
Kurdish opposition. Prominent figures of the recent past also speak of AK Party’s
transformation, and the divergence between its aims at the outset, and the current
reality.®® Even though President Erdogan and AK Party are not ready for this dis-
appointment and objection to be voiced, such is the case.

(36)  https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/123-noktada-kck-operasyonu-312438
B37) https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/tsk-nin-amanos-daki-pkk-operasyonlari-mercek-altinda-2281617
(38)  https://www.bbc.com/turkce/54969559
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FETO’NUN TASFIYESI

2009 yilinda KCK operasyonlari®, MIT Mustesar1 Hakan Fidan'in PKK/KCK ile
iliski icinde oldugu iddiasi ile 7 Subat 2012'de ifadeye cagrilmasi, Oslo goris-
melerinin ses kayitlarinin sizdirilmasi, ¢6zim siirecinde dair kamuoyunu menfi
yonlendirici yayinlar, PKK ile mtcadelede FETO uyelerinin gorevi ihmalleri®?,
¢6zUm sirecinde Diyarbakir/Sur, Nusaybin, Cizre gibi yerlesim yerlerindeki yi-
ginaga dair Ankaranin gerekli 6nlemleri almakta gecikme sebeplerinden birini
olusturmaya varana kadar FETO, Kurt meselesinde 6nemli bir bozucu etkide
bulundu. Fethullahgi Teror Orgiti'nin belki en buyiik zarar: biyukluginden,
etkinliginden ve gercek amaclarindan ¢ok tam olarak ne 6l¢tiide var oldugun-
dan bile uzun sire farkinda olunamamasi idi. Bir yanda kimi zaman cemaat,
kimi zaman paralel yapilanma olarak ifade edilse de sivil toplum, basin ve is
dinyasinda gorunur bir érgitlenmesi olan; yargi, emniyet, silahli kuvvetler ve
istihbarat birimlerinde bilinen ama ne oldugu tam olarak algilanamayan gugc-
14 bir mevcudiyete sahip; 15 Temmuz'da ortaya ¢iktig1 sekliyle kendine ait net
bir giindemi olan ve bu giindeme ulasmak icin her turld yasadisi eyleme gir-
mekten ¢ekinmeyecek bir érgiit bu kadar kapsamli bir cercevede bilinmiyordu.
Mevcudiyeti ve yapisi bilinen bir yapilanma ile miicadele bir sekilde gercekles-
tirilebilirken FETO'niin bilinmezligi ve siirece dair kasith mtdahalelerinin tam
farkinda olunmamasi en buytk sorunlardan biriydi. Diyarbakirda énemli bir
is dunyas: temsilcisi “Baris stirecinin bozulmasindaki en temel faktér olarak
FETO'yu goriyorum. Ortadan kalkmad: ise de biytk oranda arindi Tirkiye.”
gorusinde. Bir donem FETO uyesi istihbarat ve emniyet yetkililerinin iktidarin
en glvendigi isimler olmasinin olusturdugu maliyet ise bugiin ¢ok daha iyi anla-
siliyor. Orgitun tumiyle tasfiye edildiginden emin olunmasa da olasi bir streci
baltalayacak etkinlikten yoksun olmasi ¢nemli bir kazang. Buginkd sorun ise
iktidarin 15 Temmuz darbe girisimi ile mtcadele ve FETO tasfiyesinin sagladig:
mesruiyet semsiyesi altinda Kirt muhalefet de dahil olmak Gizere tim elestirel
yaklasimlara karsi bir sindirme politikas: uyguluyor olmasi. Nitekim AK Parti'de
yasanan bu dontsim ve basta ortaya konan hedef ve niyetlerle yasananlar ara-
sinda acilan makas bir dénemin etkili isimleri tarafindan da net bir sekilde ifade
ediliyor.®® Her ne kadar Cumhurbaskan: Erdogan ve AK Parti bu itiraz ve hayal

(36)  https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/123-noktada-kck-operasyonu-312438
(37) https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/tsk-nin-amanos-daki-pkk-operasyonlari-mercek-altinda-2281617
(38)  https://www.bbc.com/turkce/54969559
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The Gilenist organisation’s sabotage attempts through its extensions in the media,
the security forces and the intelligence community had a role in the disruption of
the previous process. The absence of such interference is an advantage in the case
of a new process. Turkey had a similar experience of such ill-defined and obscure
organisations upsetting a number of processes with organisations such as Ergene-
kon. The government, led by Erdogan, is very efficient in using the authority of the
security and intelligence mechanisms in order to combat such organisations nested
in the state; this could be seen as an advantage. There are some organisations that
rose into prominence in the aftermath of 15 July as the Giilenist organisation was
liquidated, such as already existing nationalist cliques within the state or commu-
nity-like organisations which reappropriated the funds formerly reserved for the
Gulenist organisation; it remains to be seen how far such organisations have come,
and what kind of role, if any, they will play in a potential Kurdish process.

THE RETURN AND TRANSFORMATION OF KEMALISM

In a way, the first 15 years of AK Party’s rule was spent in confronting and set-
tling accounts with the Kemalist ideology of the Republic. Next to the non-Muslim
minorities who suffered from the purges and assimilation campaigns of the early
Republic that aimed to create a uniform nation-state, conservatives were anoth-
er group who were greatly oppressed. AK Party represented this demographic
group and from 2002 onwards, it carved out a significant space for itself. AK
Party fought against the monolithic and isolationist tendencies of Kemalism in the
context of the EU process with such developments as progress in intellectual free-
dom, freedom of clothing, zero-problem policy with the neighbours, confronting
historical problems and developing mutual relations. However, Erdogan chose the
nationalists and the neo-nationalists as his coalition allies in the aftermath of the
15 July 2016 coup attempt, and as a result, a neo-Kemalist strain found its way to
AK Party’s discourse.

As a result, it became normalised for the uniformist mentality of the nation-build-
ing processes of the early twentieth century - which were understandable in their
own historical context — to be adopted in the context of Turkey in 2020, above
and beyond attributing a symbolic immunity to the early Republican era. In a
way, the resolution process was the conservatives remedying the problems of the
Kurds, fellow victims of the early Republican era. “The resolution process became
possible in the context of the atmosphere of free debate which emerged after the
Kemalist structure was dismantled; the cooperation of the Gtilenist organisation

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

kirikliginin seslendirilmesine hazir olmasa da yasanan bir sekilde ifade edilmis
olmasi gercegi acikca ortaya koyuyor.

Bir 6nceki stirecin akamete ugramasinda FETO'nun medya-guvenlik-istihbarat
uzantilar1 Gzerinden sureci sabote etmesinin etkisi vardi. $imdi yeni bir siireg
baslayacaksa bu sinyal-bozucu parazitlerin yoklugu bir avantaj olabilir. Ustelik
Turkiye bu tir tanimsiz ve sinirlari belirsiz yapilarin bircok stregteki bozucu
etkisini Ergenekon benzeri yapilarla da yasadi. Erdogan liderligindeki siyasi
iktidarin devlet icindeki benzer yapilanmalara kars: guvenlik-istihbarat meka-
nizmalar1 marifetiyle otorite kullanmada daha etkin olmasi bir avantaj olarak
gorilebilir. Burada karsimiza gikan soru ise 15 Temmuz sonrasi kendilerine alan
bulan ve FETO'nun boslugunu doldurmaya calisan gerek devlet icinde daha
6nce de var olan ulusalc yapilar gerekse de FETO'den elde edilen kaynaklar: da
kontrol altina alarak normal gelisimlerinin 6tesine gecen cemaatvari yapilarin
ne kadar mesafe alabildikleri ve bir Kirt agiliminda nasil bir tavir takinacaklari
olacaktir.

KEMALIZMIN DONUSUMUO)

AK Parti'nin ilk 15 yili bir yerde Kemalist cumhuriyet ideolojisi ile ytzlesme ve
hesaplasma ile gecti. Cumhuriyet’in kurulusunda, ulus-devlet insa siirecine uy-
mayan gayr-i muslim azinhklara kars: yurutilen arindirma ve asimilasyon po-
litikalarinin ardindan en buyuk baskiyr goren iki kesimden biri muhafazakar-
lardi. Bu damarin temsilcisi AK Parti kendine 2002 sonrasinda énemli bir alan
actl. Kemalist tektipciligi ve ice kapanmaciligl, AK Parti Avrupa Birligi siirecinde
disince 6zgurligu alaninda alinan mesafe, kiyafet serbestisi, komsularla sifir
hamlelerle ciddi oranda geriletti. Ancak 15 Temmuz 2016 darbe girisimi sonrasi
Erdogan’in kendisine yeni koalisyon ortag: olarak milliyetcileri ve ulusalcilar:
se¢cmesi AK Parti'nin séyleminde neo-Kemalist bir akimin kendine yer bulmasi-
na neden oldu.

Bu durum, Cumhuriyet’in ilk dénemine sembolik bir dokunulmazlik tanimayi
asacak sekilde, 20. ytzyilin basinda bir ¢l¢iide kendi tarihi gercevesi icinde an-
lamlandirilabilecek ulus-insa sireclerinin tektiplestirici yaklasimlarinin 2020
Turkiye’'sinde benimsenmesini olagan hale getirdi. C6zim sireci bir anlamda
muhafazakar kesim eliyle, erken Cumhuriyet doneminin diger bir magduru olan
Kirtlerin sorunlariin giderilmesi girisimi idi. “C6ziim sureci, FETO ile is birli-
ginin de katkist ile Kemalist yapinin dagitilmast ile olusan tartisma ortaminda
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also helped. Later, the Gulenist organisation (FETO) attempted to sabotage the
resolution process.”®® The current neo-Kemalist approach is ill-suited to the ne-
cessity to create a pluralist, inclusive and liberal framework in order to resolve the
problem in the short, medium or long term. The government’s refusal to change
the first articles of the 12 September 1982 Constitution in the framework of the
new constitution debates appears to confirm this tendency. “For a while, nation-
alism was on the wane and there was no legitimacy to defending violence. Turkey
was getting rid of Kemalism. Today, there is no political structure left untouched
by Kemalism as Turkey’s founding paradigm.”“®) In the early years of AK Party’s
rule, there was a certain balance predicated on mutual acceptance, which entailed
respecting the sensibilities of Turkey’s Ataturkists, and observing certain rituals
of the early Republican era, which was thought to be a requirement in legitimising
the ruling power at any rate. This balance was replaced by uniformist neo-Kemal-
ist policies and on a symbolic level at least, various groups that were supposed to
be alternatives to the ruling power were co-opted by the practice of such policies.
This return to Kemalism, a revival of one of the root causes of the Kurdish issue,
is a serious obstacle to a new resolution process.

DO GEOPOLITICS HELP OR HINDER A NEW PROCESS?

In the late 2010s, the Arab Spring happened. It represented the demand of the Mid-
dle Eastern and North African societies to a dignified governance, and their rebel-
lion against corrupt political leaders. Nothing in the Middle East was spared from
the far-reaching effects of the Arab Spring; Turkey’s own resolution process, and
the state of the Middle Eastern Kurds was also greatly affected by this movement.

PYD’s oppression and liquidation of dissident Kurds in Syria - the assassination of
the founder of the anti-regime Kurdish Future Movement Mashaal Tammo on 7 Oc-
tober 2011 being the most prominent among them - was a sign of the things to come
in Syria. On 19 July 2012, the Damascus administration delegated the control of the
Kurdish areas to PYD®“? in order to combat the Free Syrian Army in Northern Syria,
and a new era in which the Kurdish identity and PKK itself was transformed began.
PYD/YPG first gained a degree of legitimacy in Syria, in the space provided by the

(39 Interviewee 10
(40) |nterviewee 4

(1) Baczko, Adam; Dorronsoro, Giles; Quesnay, Arthur; Suriye, Bir i¢c Savasin Anatomisi; cev. Meral, Ayse;
iletisim Yayinlari, Istanbul, 2018, sf.200
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mumkiin oldu. Sonra FETO kendisi ¢6ziim stirecinin altint bosaltmaya caligti.”#9
Buguln ise benimsenen yeni neo-Kemalist yaklasim, s6z konusu sorunun kisa-or-
ta ya da uzun vadede ¢6zumu icgin gerekli cogulcu, katilimci yaklasim ve 6zgir-
liklerin sinirlarinin genisletilmesi gerekliligi ile tezat olusturuyor. Bu ¢cergevede
yeni anayasa tartismalarinda 12 Eylul Anayasas’nin ilk maddelerine iliskin ik-
tidardan gelen ‘dokundurtmama’ tepkisi de bu egilimi teyit ediyor. Nitekim “Bir
doénem milliyetcilik gerilemisti ve siddeti savunmann bir mesruiyeti kalmamusti.
Kemalizm'den Ttrkiye arinmaya baslamisti. Bugtin Ttrkiye’nin kurucu paradig-
mast olarak Kemalizm'e degmeyen hic¢bir siyasi yapt kalmadi.”“® AK Partinin ilk
doénemlerinde, ulkedeki Atatiirkct kesimin hassasiyetlerini de dikkate alan ve
iktidar mesruiyeti icin de gerekli gértlen Cumhuriyet’in ilk dénemine dair belli
rittellerin yerine getirilmesine dayanan karsilikli kabullenme esash bir denge
vardi. Bu denge yerini tektip¢i neo-Kemalist politika pratiklerinin almasina ve
ek olarak en azindan sembolik dizeyde, iktidara alternatif olmasi gereken farkl
kesimleri de igine alan bir yayginliga kavustu. Muhtemel bir ¢cézim sirecinin
onundeki en 6nemli engellerden biri sorunun en temel kaynaklarindan birine
yeninden sahip ¢itkan bu akim goérinmektedir.

JEOPOLITiIK DENKLEM, SURECIN KiLiDi Mi ANAHTARI MI?

2010 sonunda Orta Dogu ve Kuzey Afrika halklarin onurlu bir yénetim talebini
ve on yillardir Gzerlerinden iktidar stren yolsuzluga batmis yéneticilere kars:
baskaldirilarin1 simgeleyen Arap Bahari, Orta Dogu'da degmedigi, etkilemedigi,
donusturmedigi tas birakmazken en kritik etkilerinden birini de Turkiye'deki
¢6zUm sureci ve bolgedeki Kurt denklemi Gizerinde birakti.

Suriye'de yasanacak olanlarin isaret fisegi, PYD'nin en bilineni 7 Ekim 2011de
rejim karsit1 Gelecek Hareketi'nin kurucularindan Misel Temo’yu 6ldirmesi ol-
mak Uzere, Suriye'deki Kirt muhalifleri bastirmas: ve tasfiye etmesi idi. Sam re-
jiminin Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu’nun Kuzey Suriye'de sagladig: etkinlikle micadele
icin 19 Temmuz 2012'de Kurt bolgelerini polis araclarinin anahtarlarina kadar
PYD’ye teslimi®? ile baslayan strecin yansimalari, Suriye'yi asarak Kurt kim-
lik algisinin ve PKK'nin donisimine neden oldu. PYD/YPG ¢nce Suriye icinde

39 Goriismeci 10
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Assad regime. As the threat posed by ISIS rose, PYD’s fight against ISIS accorded it
a prestige in the eyes of international actors. Mazloum Kobane, who was celebrated
by the US President Donald Trump on Twitter“? and to whom the Russian Defence
Minister Shoygu personally talked, gained the kind of international recognition and
legitimacy that the PKK had strived after - in vain - for years. The threat of ISIS
and Mazloum Kobane’s rising star consolidated PYD’s battle-won dominance for
both Kurds and other groups. The US maintained its relationship with PYD/YPG
despite Turkey’s urgent protests, and as a result, PYD came to control one quarter
of all Syrian territory. This, in turn, meant that PKK changed its ideas about a pro-
cess which should have ultimately led to total demobilisation despite setbacks and
tensions along the road. The trauma caused by ISIS in Kobane, witnessed by the
whole world; as well as the acts of violence committed by ISIS in Istanbul and other
Turkish cities mean that for Anatolian Kurds, there is a great urgency to this issue,
much more pressing than a resolution process. This geopolitical state of affairs,
combined by AK Party’s dismal election results on 7 June 2015, laid the groundwork
for the ending of the resolution process.

The question remains whether the geopolitical circumstances which ended the 2013
process figure in the resolution of the current problem, or not.“? The resolution
process was affected by the Arab Spring. Turkey tried to respond to the Arab Spring
with the resolution process, but it failed to successfully manage it. With reference to
the social transformation it led to, the resolution process “began and ended in Roja-
va.”“) As the Arab Spring lost its favourable momentum at the outset and dragged
a number of countries into civil war, Ankara’s worries deepened. PYD’s attempts to
create a “Kurdish corridor” from the Iran border to the Mediterranean triggered
Turkey’s security reflexes. Turkey carried out cross-border operations and suffered
both civilian and military losses with regard to ISIS; however, in fighting this ter-
rorist organisation, Turkey sometimes failed to react in time. However, the very
same military mechanism was very swift in reacting against the “Kurdish threat”.
This threat became the decisive factor in Turkey’s Syrian policies. Syrian policies
were focused on Kurds to the exclusion of almost everything else. The regionalisa-
tion of the Kurdish issue through PYD also caused unease, which was expressed in

(42)  https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/118704486172528640025=20

43) " Yegen, Mesut; Kiirt Meselesi, Etnopolitikadan Jeopolitikaya;
http://kurdarastirmalari.com/yazi-detay-k-rt-meselesi-etnopolitikadan-jeopolitikaya-78
Yegen, Mesut; Jeopolitika ve Kurtler;
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Esad rejiminin actig1 alanda bir mesruiyet sagladi. ISID tehdidinin ytikselme-
si ve PYD'nin ISID ile verdigi mucadele 6rgitun uluslararas: aktorler nezdinde
de itibar kazanmasina zemin hazirladi. PKK'nin yillarca cabalayip ulasamadigi
uluslararasi taninirlik ve mesruiyete ABD Baskani Donald Trump’in twitterdan
tesekkiir ettigi?, Rusya Federasyonu Savunma Bakani Soygun'un dogrudan go-
ristigu Mazlum Kobani ulasti. ISID tehdidi ve Mazlum Kobani'nin st diizey
kabuld, alanda da hem Kirtler hem diger unsurlar arasinda PYD'nin zaten on-
cesinde silahla temin ettigi hakimiyetini pekistirdi. Turkiye’nin tim tepkilerine
ragmen PYD/YPG ile iliskini koruyan ABD’nin bu tavri sonunda PYD, Suriyenin
dortte birlik bir kesiminin hakimi konumuna geldi. Bu da bircok yol kazasina ve
iceride yasanan gerilimlere ragmen sonunda timuyle silah birakmaya gitmesi
gereken bir stirecte, PKK'nin tavir degistirmesini beraberinde getirdi. Kobani'de
I1SID tehdidinin tim diinya kamuoyu 6ntinde neden oldugu travma, Turkiye'de
yine ISID terérintn Istanbul basta olmak tizere farkli sehirlerde giristigi sid-
det eylemleri Anadolu Kirtleri icin de konuyu ¢6zim strecinden daha acil bir
tehdit haline getirdi. Bu jeopolitik denklem, iceride AK Parti'nin 7 Haziran 2015
secimlerinde aldig1 sonucun olusturdugu ‘iktidar gidiyor mu?’ algist ile birlesin-
ce, ¢6zim surecinin sonunu hazirlayan en temel dinamik ortaya ¢ikmis oldu.

2013 surecini bitiren jeopolitik denklemin bugiin mevcut sorunun ¢éziminde
anahtar roli oynayip oynayamayacagi sorusu gegerli bir sorudur.“® Aslinda ¢o-
zUm sireci de Arap Baharr'ndan etkilenen bir siirecti. Turkiye, Arap Bahar: dal-
gasina ¢ozum sireci ile karsilik vermeye calisti ama sureci yénetemedi. Sonugta
¢6zim sureci sebep oldugu toplumsal degisim baglaminda “Rojava ile baslad;,
Rojava ile sona erdi.”“¥ Arap Baharrnin bastaki pozitif heyecanini kaybetmesi
ve sonunda bircok tlkenin i¢ savas ortamina evrilmesi, Ankara'daki muhtemel
senaryolar konusundaki endiseyi artirdi. PYD'nin iran sinirindan Akdeniz'e ka-
dar bir Kurt koridoru olusturma c¢abasi Turkiye'nin givenlik reflekslerindeki
tam tepkileri tetikledi. ISID konusunda sinir 6tesi operasyon da yapan, sivil ve
askeri birgok kayba ugrayan Tirkiye, ISID teror orguti ile miicadelede kimi za-
man hizli davranmakta zorlandi. Ancak ayni askeri mekanizma “Kurt tehlikesi”
karsisinda kislasindan gikmakta ve her turld riski tstlenmekte tereddut etmedi.

(42)  https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/118704486172528640075=20

43)  Yegen, Mesut; Kiirt Meselesi, Etnopolitikadan Jeopolitikaya;
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Turkey’s reaction to the independence referendum of the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment in Iraq. Any potential new process, therefore, has to account for these
outcomes of the Arab Spring.

As a result of the developments in Syria among other things, the Kurdish issue be-
came internationalised as never before. A problem that could have been resolved
through domestic measures during the Cold War era gradually became linked
to the Kurds in Northern Iraq before, during and after the Iraq War. The popu-
lation’s growing relations with Erbil in employment, education, health and other
areas transformed both parties. In the final analysis, the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment’s dislike of the PKK meant that this was a favourable outcome for Turkey.
However, recent conflicts show that “Tensions between the PKK and the govern-
ment in Erbil might be to Erbil's disadvantage in the medium or long term. PKK's
popularity among the Kurds of Northern Iraq, as well as the economic difficulties
experienced by the Kurdistan Regional Government might mean that Erbil is the
real loser in a conflict.”“5 PKK's relative control over the Kurdish media in the region
is also to Erbil's and Ankara’s disadvantage.

The process that favoured Turkey in Iraq unfolded differently in Syria. Because of
its links to PKK, PYD’s existence and growing power has taken Turkey’s Syrian pol-
icies hostage to some extent. The necessity of countering the PYD threat predomi-
nated other items on Ankara’s agenda, from relations with Moscow and the security
corridor in Syria to preventing a migrant flood and securing the borders.

As borders became meaningless in the region after the Iraq War, the Arab Spring
and the Syrian Civil War, foreign armies carried out military operations in two
countries at the same time, conflicts triggered more and more waves of immi-
gration and central authorities almost disappeared from the scene, the Kurdish
population divided among the countries in the region came in contact with one
another as never before. Just as interaction among the Turks of Central Asia
increased when the Iron Curtain fell, a similar situation is the case for Kurds
today. Turkey’s over eagerness and high expectations in Central Asia were coun-
terbalanced by Russia’s return to the region after the first wave of shock passed,
and when it had taken care of its own political priorities. It is difficult to imagine
how things will turn out in Syria, where not even the central authorities are
uncertain, but in an atmosphere of such heightened Kurdish national conscious-
ness and political interaction, Turkey cannot disregard this new dynamic either

45) Interviewee 11

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Hatta Suriye meselesindeki politikanin bitintinin temel belirleyici faktora bu
tehdit haline geldi. Suriye politikasi neredeyse Kirt siyasetinin alt bashgina in-
dirgendi. Ayrica Kirt sorununun PYD uzerinden boélgesellesmesinin olusturdu-
gu tedirginlik Irak Kurdistan Bolgesel Yonetimi'nin bagimsizlik referandumuna
gosterilen tepkiyi de etkiledi. Dolayisiyla simdi yeniden bir siire¢ olacaksa yine
bu dalganin sonuglarini hesaba katmak durumundadir.

Her seyden once Suriye'de yasananlarin da katkisi ile Kirt meselesi daha énce
hi¢ olmadig: kadar uluslararas: hale geldi. Soguk Savas déneminde neredeyse
sadece sinir icindeki dizenlemelere bagl ve iceride atilacak adimlarla mesafe
alinabilecek bir sorun, Irak Savasi 6ncesinde, sirasinda ve sonrasinda tedrici
olarak Kuzey Irak'taki Kurt olusumu ile iliskilendi. Bolge halkinin istihdam sa-
hasindan egitime ve sagliga kadar Erbille gelistirdigi iliski karsilikli olarak iki
tarafl da dontsturdd. Son tahlilde Irak Kirdistan Bolgesel Yonetimi'nin PKK'ya
mesafeli tutumu sebebiyle bu durum Turkiye lehine gelisti. Ancak son giinlerde
yasanan ¢atismalarin gosterdigi gibi “PKK ile Erbil yénetimi arasindaki bir geri-
lim orta ve uzun vadede Erbil aleyhine isleyebilir. PKK'nin Kuzey Irak’ta Ktrtler
nezdindeki poptlaritesi, Kurdistan Bélgesel Yonetimi'nin icinde bulundugu eko-
nomik stkintilar bir catismada asil kaybedenin Erbil olmast ihtimalini gtiglendiri-
yor.”#) PKK’'nin bolgedeki Kurtce yayin organlarindaki goreceli etkinligi de yine
bu surecte Erbil ve Ankara aleyhine isleyecek bir dinamik olacaktir.

Irak’ta Turkiye lehine yasanan streg Suriye'de ayni sekilde cereyan etmedi. Oyle
ki PKK baglantisi sebebiyle PYD'nin varlig1 ve gi¢ kazanmasi Turkiye'nin Suriye
politikasini bir 6l¢tide rehin aldi. Ankara’nin siyasetinde, Moskova ile iliskile-
rinden Suriye'deki giivenlik koridoruna ve olasi milteci akimini engelleme ve si-
nirlar: glivence altina almaya kadar; belki de kimi zaman, bunlardan daha fazla,
PYD tehdidini engelleme endisesi rol oynadu.

Irak Savasi, Arap Bahari ve Suriye i¢ savasi sonrasinda bolgede sinirlarin anlam-
sizlasmasi, yabanci ordularin kimi zaman ayni anda iki tlkede askeri operasyon
surdirmeleri, savaslarin tetikledigi gocler, merkezi otoritelerin neredeyse yok
olmasi ile bolge tlkelerine dagilmis olan Kurt nafus daha énce olmadig kadar
birbiriyle etkilesime gecti. Demir Perde’nin yikilmasinin ardindan Orta Asya'daki
Turklerin genis bir cografyada etkilesiminin artmasinin mini bir érnegini bugiin
Kurtler yasiyor. Orta Asya'da Turkiye'nin asir1 beklentileri ve heyecanlar: bolge
tlkelerinin kendi siyasi 6ncelikleri ve ilk sokun atlatilmasindan sonra Rusyanin

(45)  Gorusmeci 11
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in the context of a new resolution process, or its overall regional plans. Even
if the borders remain unchanged, their definition and meaning changes; other,
invisible borders emerge within sovereign territories. This basic fact needs to be
kept in mind with regard to Kurdish policies.

Today, “the only threat facing YPG is Turkey. If it can only strike an agreement
with Turkey, there is nothing in Syria threatening YPG.”“® For Turkey, most of
the gains possible in Turkey have already been made. Idlib and its surrounds are
highly fragile at the moment. The complete removal of PYD from Northeastern
Syria, or the establishment of a central government in the region backed by Tur-
key doesn’t seem likely in the short term. As such, with the exception of Idlib, a
modus vivendi has already been reached in Syria. PKK’s operational capacities
in Turkey have been greatly weakened. With the unmanned drones and other
military technologies in which it heavily invested in the recent past, and which
have proved their game-changing role in places such as Libya and the Caucasus,
Turkey has gained a considerable degree of control on the ground. Considering
its anachronistic structure, it is difficult for PKK to reverse this state of affairs
in the near future. However, PKK can still survive in Syria, where Turkey, for a
number of reasons, has a more limited area for manoeuvres. “This is why Rojava
is the key to any resolution. Qandil’s future is obvious now. It wasn't so clear
even in 2015.”%7

In the near future, the new US President’s position will undoubtedly be an im-
portant factor in determining the attitude of the Kurdish actors in the region,
as well as Turkey. For four years, Donald Trump saw Syria as a tool for future
re-election, planned to withdraw US troops without a plan B, and was ignorant
of the region, as well as bureaucracy in general and as such, state institutions
didn'’t follow his orders regarding Syria to the letter®“®; Trump’s defeat in the 3
November election will certainly have repercussions in the Middle East. Indi-
viduals who supported PYD against Turkey and favoured the Kurdish actors
are likely to control the Syrian policy of the US, and this will affect Ankara’s
calculations. However, there is also the matter of an interview that Biden gave to
the New York Times when he was not even running for President, and in which
he spoke against President Erdogan, and advocated for a change in the govern-

(46) nterviewee 5
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tekrar bolgeye donmesi ile bir dengeye oturmustu. Bugin merkezi otoritelerin
nasil sekilleneceginin belli olmadig! bir ortamda Suriye'de son sahneyi kestir-
mek zor ancak ortak Kirt milli bilincinin ve siyasi etkilesiminin eskiden olmadig1
kadar giclendigi bir durumda, Turkiye'nin hem muhtemel bir yeni ¢éztum siireci
hem de bdélgesel planlarinda bu dinamigi goz ardi etmesi imkansiz. Bolgedeki
sinirlar degismese de tanimi ve anlami degisiyor, Ulkelerin iclerinde gérinmez
baska sinirlar olusuyor. Kirt siyasetinde de bu temel olguyu géz 6niine alarak
siyaset yapilmasi gerekiyor.

Bugln “YPG’nin 6ntindeki tek tehdit Ttrkiye. Eger Turkiye ile anlasabilirse Suri-
yede zaten bir tehdit yok”.“® Tiirkiye agisindan Suriye'deki denklemde alinabile-
cek kazanimlarin ¢ogu elde edilmis durumda. An itibariyle en kirilgan bolge idlib
ve gevresi. Kuzey Dogu Suriye’'deki PYD varhiginin timuyle ortadan kaldirilmas:
ya da bélgenin Turkiye'ye muzahir bir merkezi yénetim tarafindan kontrold ya-
kin vadede mumkiin gérunmiiyor. Dolayisiyla Suriye'de -idlib haric- bir modus
vivendi'ye ulasilmis durumda. PKK'nin ise Turkiye'de bir operasyon kabiliyeti
buytk oranda zayiflamis durumda. Turkiye son dénemde buyuk yatirim yaptigi
ve Libya, Kafkaslar gibi bolgelerde oyun degistirici etkisini ispatlamis insansiz
hava araclar: ve diger askeri teknolojileri ile énemli bir arazi kontroli saglamis
durumda. Yakin gelecekte de sahada PKK'nin anakronik yapisini bilytik oranda
degistirerek dengeyi tersine cevirmesi ¢ok zor. Ancak Turkiye'nin farkli gerek-
celerle manevra sahasinin daha kisith oldugu Suriye’'de varligini siirdirebiliyor.
“Dolayistyla bir ¢ézimin Rilidini Rojava agabilir. Kandil ne olacak sorusunun
cevabi artik belli. 2015°te bu kadar belli degildi.”“"

Onumuzdeki donemde boélgedeki Kirt aktorlerin ve Turkiye'nin tavrini etkileye-
cek en onemli faktorlerden biri de hi¢ siphesiz yeni ABD Baskaninin tavri ola-
cak. ABD'de 3 Kasim'da gerceklesen segimlerde 4 yil boyunca Suriye’yi sadece
yeniden segilmek i¢in iceride bir arag olarak géren, Amerikan askerlerini B plani
icermeyen bir takvim cercevesinde ¢ekmeye niyetlenen, bir yandan da cograf-
yaya ve genel burokratik isleyise dair bilgisizligi nedeniyle devlet kurumlari-
nin Suriye konusunda verdigi talimatlar: tam olarak uygulamadiklari“® Donald
Trump’in ABD yonetiminden ayrilmasinin bélgede yansimalar elbette olacak.
Ozellikle Turkiye karsisinda PYD'ye destek veren, Kurt aktorlere kars: bir telafi

(46)  Gorismeci 5
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ment. This attitude requires attention, independent of what came after.“® It is
difficult for Biden to replicate such statements once he becomes the President.
He will experience a period of engagement with Erdogan, even. However, as
those who are knowledgeable about Turkey’s recent political past, and the par-
allels between US administrations and Turkish governments, will be aware that
we are at the threshold of a critical period. Biden’s presidency must first of all be
assessed in terms of potential crises in the context of US-Turkey relations, rath-
er than policy changes in Syria, and the potential effects of such crises on Turkey
must be thoroughly analysed. At the time this report was prepared, Biden had
been President for four months, and was yet to talk to President Erdogan; this
shows that Syria is not the only issue in question.

To expand on the matter, there are obstacles other than the Syria issue be-
tween the US and Turkey administrations that prevent them from discussing
the Kurdish issue or the future of Syria. For the Biden administrations, Ankara’s
next steps regarding the S-400s is going to be crucial above all else. As long as
Erdogan doesn’'t compromise on this issue, it doesn’t seem likely that the Biden
administration will comply with Turkey’s wishes on any issue. Similarly, the rul-
ing of the Halkbank Case® in the US is certainly going to affect both Turkey’s
perception in the US, its potential to cooperate with the US, and Turkish econo-
my itself. Unlike Trump, Biden cares very much about institutional relationships,
and has appointed strong actors to Department of State, defence and intelli-
gence posts; as such, it doesn’t seem likely that negotiations through personal
relationships are going to work with him. Even if all conditions are favourable,
therefore, working with the new US administration on the Kurdish issue is going
to depend on a number of prerequisites.

Ankara is aware of this state of affairs. It is a coincidence that Erdogan’s son-in-
law, the Minister of Treasury and Finance Berat Albayrak resigned from his post
at around the same time it became certain that both Trump, and his son-in-law
Kushner were on their way out; however, the outcomes of these developments
are going to be more than a coincidence. Although it is not clear what he exact-

(49)  Biden:“We can support those elements in the Turkish leadership that still exist and get more from them,
embolden them to be able to take on and defeat Erdogan, not by a coup,”
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/europe/video-of-joe-biden-s-call-to-back-erdogan-
opposition-goes-viral-in-turkey-1.1064223

(50)  https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-50064498
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duygusu ile yaklasmas1 muhtemel isimlerin yeniden Suriye dosyasini ele almas,
Ankara’'nin da hesaplarin etkileyecektir. Ancak burada Biden’in hentiz baskan
aday1 bile degilken, New York Times'a verdigi bir milakatta Cumhurbaskani Er-
dogan’a karsi kullandig: ifadeler ve yonetim degisikligini telaffuz etmesi®“®, son-
rasinda yasananlardan bagimsiz dikkate alinmas: gereken bir tutum. Biden'in
gorevi devralmasi sonrasi secim oncesindeki ifadelerini tekrarlamasi zor. Hat-
ta Erdogan ile bir angajman sureci de yasanacaktir. Ancak Turkiye'nin yakin
siyasi tarihi ve Amerikan yonetimleri ile Turkiye'deki iktidarlar ve yonelimler
arasindaki paralelligini bilenler acgisindan kritik bir dénemin baslangicindayiz.
Dolayisiyla Biden'in Washington'da goreve gelmesini ¢ncelikle Suriye'deki poli-
tika degisikligi degil Turk-Amerikan iliskileri agisindan sebep olmas: muhtemel
krizler agisindan degerlendirmek ve bunlarin Turkiye’ye muhtemel etkilerini ele
almak daha ¢nemli olacaktir. Nitekim ABD Baskan: Biden'in secilmesinin Gizerin-
den yaklasik dort ay gecmesinden sonra bu rapor hazirlanirken hala Cumhur-
baskan: Erdogan ile gérismemis olmasi meselenin sadece Suriye olmadigini da
ortaya koyuyor.

Konuyu a¢mak gerekirse, yeni Amerikan yonetimi ile Kirt sorununda ve Su-
riye’de yasanabilecek herhangi bir diyalog zemininin éninde, Suriye’den énce
iki tlke arasindaki ana dosyalar engel olarak duruyor. Biden y6netimi icin An-
kara'nin S-400’ler konusunda atacag: ya da atmayacag: adimlar diger tim ko-
nulardan 6ncelikli konumda. Burada Erdogan bir esneklik géstermedikce diger
basliklarda da Biden yonetiminin adim atmasi kolay gérinmuyor. Ayni sekilde
Halkbank Davasi®? ilgili ABD'deki davada g¢ikacak kararin da hem Tirkiye'deki
ABD algisini ve ABD ile birlikte is yapma potansiyelini hem de Turk ekonomisi-
ni derinden etkilemesi kaginilmaz. Ustelik Trump'in tersine kurumsal iligkilere
daha fazla 6nem veren, Disisleri, Savunma ve istihbarat kurumlarina gicla ak-
torler atayan Biden ile ikili iliskiler Gizerinden pazarlik yapma imkéani da kolay
gorinmuyor. Dolayisiyla yeni ABD yonetimi ile Kirt meselesinde konunun tim
parametrelerinde sartlar misait olsa bile ilerlemek bircok 6én kosula bagh ola-
cak.

(49)  Biden:“We can support those elements in the Turkish leadership that still exist and get more from them,
embolden them to be able to take on and defeat Erdogan, not by a coup,’
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/europe/video-of-joe-biden-s-call-to-back-erdogan-
opposition-goes-viral-in-turkey-1.1064223

(50 https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-50064498
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ly means by these words, it is also significant that President Erdogan said he
“acted in accordance with global political and economic transformations” with
reference to recent reassignments and appointments he oversaw.“" Erdogan
changed his rhetoric drastically after Albayrak’s resignation and began to talk
more and more about law and democracy; this, too, is related to more than just
Turkey’s own internal dynamics. With these discussions of reforms and a new
constitution, Erdogan is seeking to both establish a new equilibrium in Turkey,
and also to ease tensions at the beginning of what is going to be an arduous
process with the US administration among others.

If Erdogan’s change proves to be more than just rhetorical, then it might mean
that a new period for Kurdish politics is close at hand. As we discussed above,
Kurds will read into such a change in Erdogan’s attitude, as such a change would
also signal that above all, Erdogan is a pragmatic leader. PKK’s possibilities for
action in Turkey are fairly limited, its relations with the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment in Iraq are tense and Biden’s election means that in Syria, PYD is likely
to feel itself more supported than before; as such, Rojava may replace Qandil in
this context in the medium term. The US supports Mazloum Kobane’s efforts to
differentiate YPG from the PKK using his autonomous power.®? There are oth-
er factors at play, too: for one, YPG has a different demographic than the PKK
supporting it, also, there isn't complete harmony between the leaders of SDF
and the PKK. For Turkey, a different set of factors are likely to determine the
outcome, such as the imprisoned HDP members, including Selahattin Demirtas;
problems with democracy and the rule of law; the willingness (or lack thereof)
of international actors in supporting Erdogan in resolving the problem; Turkey’s
economic crisis and its effects on public support for the ruling power.

Of course, Kurds have placed their trust in the US many times in the past, and
were abandoned by Washington at some point or other; it remains to be seen
whether they are going to be more cautious this time. The Kurds’ superior at-
titude to other groups living with them in Syria, which is caused, among other
things, by the international support they receive, is likely to prevent normalisa-
tion in the long term.

(57) https://www.tccb.gov.tr/haberler/410/122855/-hep-birlikte-fedak-rlik-yaparak-salgin-musibetinin-
ustesinden-gelerek-saglikli-ve-huzurlu-bir-sekilde-gelecege-bakacagiz-

(52) https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/12/trump-syria-envoy-jeffrey-mideast-policy-turkey-
erdogan.html
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Bu gergevenin farkinda olan Ankara agisindan Trump'in ve damadi Kushner'in Beyaz
Saraydan ayrilacaginin kesinlesmesi ile Erdoganin damadi Hazine ve Maliye Bakani
Berat Albayrak'in istifasinin ayni zamanda yasanmasi tesadif ise de sonuglarinin tesa-
dufu asan etkilerinin olacag asikar. Kald: ki neyi kastettigi muglak olsa da Cumhurbas-
kani Erdoganin son donemdeki gorev degisikliklerini “kiiresel diizeyde yasanan siyasi
ve ekonomik degisimlere uygun sekilde”®" gerceklestirdigini ifade etmesi dikkat geki-
ci. Ayrica Erdogan’in Albayrak’in ayrilmasinin ardindan keskin bir sdylem degisikligi-
ne gitmesi, demokrasi ve hukuk vurgusunu artirmasi, yine sadece icerideki dinamikler
cercevesinde okunamayacak kadar énemli gelismeler. Erdogan reform ve yeni anayasa
tartismalari ile hem bir yanda icerde yeni bir denge arayisinda hem de basta Amerikan
yonetimi olmak tizere gerilimli bir siire¢ éncesi ortami yumusatma amacinda.

Tam da burada Erdogan’in séylem degisikligini asan eylemlere girmesi Kurt siyaseti
icin de yeni bir dénemin isaretlerini verebilir. Daha 6nce de ifade ettigimiz Erdogan’in
pragmatik liderligine iliskin se¢menlerdeki algiy1 giiclendirecek bu tavir degisikligine,
bolge halki tarafindan da anlamlar ytiklenecektir. PKK'nin Tirkiye'de yasadigi sikisma
ve neredeyse tim faaliyet imkanini kaybetmesi, Irak'ta Kurdistan Bolgesel Yonetimi
ile yasadig1 gerilim ve Suriyede Biden'in gelisi ile birlikte PYD'nin kendine gtiveninin
ve arkasindaki destegin artmasi ihtimali orta vadede Kandil yerine Rojava’y: bir alter-
natif haline getirebilir. Mazlum Kobani'nin stireg icinde kazandig ézerk giic ile YPG
ile PKK'y1 farklilastirma cabasi ABD tarafindan da destekleniyor.®? ilaveten YPG'nin
PKK'dan farkl bir demografik kitleye yaslanmasi, SDG liderleri ile PKK yonetimi ara-
sinda mutlak bir uyum yasanmamasi gibi unsurlar da unutulmamali. Turkiye'de ise
Selahaddin Demirtas basta olmak tizere, hapisteki HDPliler, tilkedeki genel demokrasi
ve hukuk agi81, uluslararasi aktérlerin sorunun ¢éziiminde Erdogan’a destek vermeye
ne kadar niyetli olacaklari, ekonomik krizin tilkedeki genel psikolojiyi iktidar aleyhine
sekillendirmesi gibi engellerin de gtz ardi edilmemesi gerekiyor.

Elbette daha 6nce bircok kereler ABD'ye gilivenen ve Washington tarafindan yari
yolda birakilan Kurtlerin, bu sefer adimlarini daha temkinli atip atmayacaklar: da
onemli. Ozellikle Suriye'de arkalarina aldiklari uluslararasi destekle, orada birlikte
yasadiklar: diger bolge halklarina kars: Gstten bakan tavirlar: da uzun vadeli bir
normallesme strecinde engel olarak duruyor.

(51) https://www.tccb.gov.tr/haberler/410/122855/-hep-birlikte-fedak-rlik-yaparak-salgin-musibetinin-
ustesinden-gelerek-saglikli-ve-huzurlu-bir-sekilde-gelecege-bakacagiz-

(52) https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/12/trump-syria-envoy-jeffrey-mideast-policy-turkey-
erdogan.html
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CONCLUSION

Looking at the attitudes of the actors in Turkey, the political climate, regional bal-
ances and international developments, a ready-made approach to a potential reso-
lution process doesn't seem feasible. The 2013 process was occasioned by a number
of factors: the overall democratisation of Turkey, full membership talks with the EU,
the expansion of the freedom of speech, economic development, better functioning
civil society organisations, AK Party’s efforts to expand and consolidate its legitima-
cy and increased integration in the region. As such, in the current anti-democratic
atmosphere in Turkey;, it is difficult to make progress in the Kurdish issue. All alter-
native or oppositional political actors, even AK Party’s mayors are very restricted in
what they can say or do, and under such circumstances, it is very difficult to discuss
the demands of the Kurds.

Although it ultimately failed, the resolution process taught both parties how to
convince the people to a resolution, and the process of give-and-take required for it.
Alot of things previously thought impossible were done during the process. Despite
the degradation of institutional capabilities, the same mental capacity and memory
to repeat such acts remains. However, in order to overcome the emotional damage
and ideological divisions, a new political context is necessary.

Erdogan is aware that his coalition with MHP and the neo-nationalists, in play
since 15 July, cannot help him anymore in remaining in power. It's been said for
a long time now that former practices of central control and other such reflexes
of the “old Turkey” mentality are not suited to Turkey’s dynamism in the current
domestic and international state of affairs anymore. Erdogan has thrived on bor-
rowed time for a while now, due to factors such as the psychological effects of the
15 July coup attempt, his personal charisma, pragmatic moves such as cross-bor-
der operations or the conversion of Hagia Sophia to a mosque, the influence of
environmental security risks on the public, the coronavirus and its initial bolster-
ing of central authorities worldwide. However, the economy, on life support for so
long through the total mobilisation of all capital and reserves, cannot be sustained
any longer and this factor, along with international developments, has forced Er-
dogan to make a decision. Just how long the unwelcome but necessary alliance
with MHP is going to go on depends on the ruling power’s willingness to act to-
gether. Erdogan had always had supporters in previous crises he experienced.
He was never alone in political conflicts or periods of transformation; he had the
support of powerful members of the cabinet, the voters, prominent media outlets

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

SONUC

Turkiye'deki aktorlerin tutumlarina, siyasi atmosfere, bolgesel dengeler ve ulus-
lararasi gelismelerin birbirleriyle yakin temasina bakildiginda, olasi bir ¢6ziim su-
recinde alakart bir yaklasimin mimkin olmadig1 ortaya cikiyor. Nasil ki 2013’te
baslayan siire¢ toplamda Turkiye'nin kimilatif bir demokratiklesme stirecinin,
Avrupa Birligi ile tam Uyelik muzakeresinin, ifade ¢zgurliginin genislemesinin,
ekonomik kalkinmanin, sivil toplum kuruluslarinin eskisine goére daha etkin ve
yaygin hale gelmesinin, AK Parti'nin iceride genis kesimler nezdinde mesruiyet
zeminini genisletme cabasinin, bolge ile entegrasyonun artmasinin hep birlikte
sagladig1 bir gelisme idiyse simdi de Turkiye’nin mevcut anti-demokratik streg ya-
sanirken sadece Kirt meselesine miinhasir bir ilerleme saglamasi muamkun degil.
Alternatif tim siyasi aktorlere, iktidar partisinden olan belediye baskanlarina va-
rana kadar elestirel tim yaklasimlara sinirlar getirildigi bir atmosferin Kurtlerin
kapsaml taleplerine alan agmasi ¢ok zor.

Akamete ugrasa da ¢ozim sureci her iki kesimde de genis bir kitleyi ¢c6ziime inan-
ma ve bunun icin gerekli al-ver siireci baglaminda egitti. Bircok “gerceklesemez”
denilen adim ilk defa o dénemde atildi. Buglin ayni dogrular: gerceklestirecek zih-
ni kapasite ve hafiza, kurumsal kapasitenin tim erozyonuna ragmen var. Fakat
duygusal yipranmuslik ve ideolojik keskinlesmeyi asabilecek yeni bir siyasi zemin
gerekiyor.

Buglin Erdogan 15 Temmuzdan bu yana MHP ve ulusalci kesimlerle sirdirdagu
koalisyonun kendisine daha uzun bir iktidar garanti edemediginin farkinda. Mer-
kezi kontrol ve eski Turkiye reflekslerinin mevcut ulusal ve uluslararasi konjonk-
tirde Turkiye'nin dinamizmini tasiyyamayacagi uzun suredir dillendiriliyor. Ancak
Erdogan 15 Temmuz darbe girisiminin psikolojik etkisi, Erdogan’in sahsi karizma-
s1, sinir 6tesi operasyonlardan Ayasofya'nin acilmasina kadar pragmatik adimlari,
cevresel guvenlik risklerinin kamuoyu Uzerindeki etkisi, Korona viristinin tim
dinyada oldugu gibi merkezi otoritelere ilk basta sagladig: kredi gibi sebeplerde
uzun bir zaman kazandi. Ancak tim ekonomik birikim ve sermayenin biiytk oran-
da kullanilmasi ile zor ayakta tutulan ekonominin artik daha fazla yurutulebilecek
imkaninin kalmamasi ve uluslararasi gelismeler Erdogan’1 bir tercih noktasina ge-
tirdi. Bugun itibariyle MHP ile zoraki kurulan ve zor yuruyen ortakhigin ne kadar
surdurulebilecegi 6ncelikle iktidarin ve ortaklarinin birlikte yliriime iradesine bag-
l1. Ancak Erdogan daha 6nce yasadig1 krizlerde hep yaninda destekciler bulmustu.
Guclu kabine tyeleri, secmen destegi, toplumda karsilig olan medya organlarinin
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and journalists. There are no such actors today who might support his ending
the coalition with MHP. Under such circumstances, approaching the Kurds and
even trying for a resolution process is a possibility that comes to mind. However,
previous attempts at resolution had always occurred in times when Turkey was
stable, and the international state of affairs favoured a resolution, as well; and
yet, the process didn’t withstand the internal and external pressures. Today the
judiciary has become more instrumentalised and open to interference than ever
before, security forces are less likely to cooperate with the government in such
an initiative, and external threats are accidents waiting to happen; Ankara cannot
support such a process in a time like this. Also, a nationalist atmosphere that far
surpasses the period of the opening and resolution processes has been dominant
in Turkey for a while now. Most of the parliament, including AK Party, is com-
posed of nationalist parties and as a result, there is no flexibility in critical issues.

Despite a number of environmental factors, PKK could potentially lay down its
arms in Turkey and withdraw to Syria from Northern Iraq; the situation in Syr-
ia would pass from de facto to de jure in a way Turkey would approve, and the
Kurdish issue could be politicised through HDP in Turkey, and through PYD in
Syria. However, anti-Erdogan and anti-AK Party sections in Turkey have wasted
such opportunities to their enthusiasm to get rid of Erdogan in a series of con-
texts such as the Gezi Protests, 7 June 2015 elections and the coup attempt of
15 July 2016. As Erdogan remains unpredictable in terms of his future coalition
prospects, it is unlikely that these parties would consider a long-time engagement
with him.

At the same time, the resolution of the Kurdish issue at one point or another
is a necessity for Turkey, considering both the domestic and regional dynamics.
Turkey could go on tolerating this problem for a number of years, provided that
it becomes isolated, inactive in the region and constrained by a nationalist dis-
course. There are Eurasianists who want Turkey to pursue isolationist policies
and maintain the status quo. This vision must be countered by another; one of
development and wealth, pluralist, able to utilise regional dynamics to its own
ends - only then can the nationalist outlook be eclipsed by the demands of the
public and the necessities of the region. Under such circumstances, resolving the
Kurdish issue would become imperative.

The real question here is how much more suffering there must be; how much
longer can the actors and the public avoid the responsibility of a resolution, and
what eventual price Turkey must pay for all this delay in resolving a long-standing
problem.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

ve mensuplarinin yaninda olmas: Erdogan’ bu politika degisiklikleri ya da kav-
galarinda yalniz birakmamisti. Bugiin MHP ile koalisyonu bozma ihtimalini des-
tekleyecek benzer aktorler en azindan simdilik bulunmuyor. Boylesi firtinali bir
atmosferde Kirtlerle bir yakinlasma arayisi ve hatta ¢ézum sureci ilk akla gelen
senaryolar arasinda olabilir. Ancak daha ¢nce ¢ozim girisimleri Turkiye'nin kendi
icinde en istikrarli oldugu, uluslararasi baglamin da yardim ettigi bir atmosferde
yasanmis ve buna ragmen sireg i¢ ve dis gerilimlere dayanamamisti. Simdi ise
yarginin bu derece aragsallastigl ve miidahalelere acik hale geldigi, kolluk giicle-
rinin bu yonde bir girisimde iktidarin endiselerini daha az paylastig, dis risklerin
gerceklesmesinin zamanlama meselesine donistigu bir ortamda Ankaranin bu
tir agir bir siireci tasima kapasitesi hic de yeterli gorinmuyor. Bunun usttine de
Turkiye'nin Oslo'dan baslayarak, Acilim ve Cozum surecleri ile mukayese edileme-
yecek bir milliyetcilik atmosferinde oldugu da gozden kacirilmamali. Bugiin AK
Parti de dahil meclisin biytk ¢cogunlugunun milliyetci partilerden tesekkil etmesi
kritik konularda esnekligi imkansiza yaklastiran bir ortam olusturmus durumda.

PKK'nin Turkiye'de silah birakmasi, Kuzey Irak’tan Suriye’ye gecmesi, Suriye'deki
durumun Turkiye'nin onay verecegi bir cercevede de facto'dan de jure bir hale gel-
mesi, Kurt meselesini Turkiye'de HDP, Suriye'de ise PYD uzerinden siyasallasmasi
bircok cevresel etkene ragmen bir segenek gibi duruyor. Ancak bugitine kadar Gezi
Olaylarrndan 7 Haziran 2015e ve 15 Temmuz darbe girisimine kadar Erdogan ve
AK Parti karsit1 gevreler, bu suireclerin getirdigi sartlar1 ‘Erdogandan kurtulma’
heyecanina kurban ettiler. Buglin de yarinki koalisyon aritmetigi ve iktidar kombi-
nasyonu kestirilemeyen bir Erdogan karsisinda, uzun vadeli bir angajmana girme
ihtimalleri yiksek gorinmuyor.

Ote yandan Turkiye acisindan, bugln ya da yarin ve Gyle ya da béyle Kurt sorunu-
nun ¢ozulmesi, hem i¢ hem bolgesel denklemler géz 6ninde bulunduruldugunda
bir zorunluluk. ice kapali, bolgesindeki iddialar: sinurli, milliyetci bir sdylemin dar
haritasina razi bir Tarkiye bu sorunla maliyetlerini géze alarak uzun yillar yasaya-
bilir. Kaldi ki Avrasyaci dinamikler Turkiye'yi ice kapatarak bu statiikonun devami-
n1 saglamak icin ¢aba icinde. Bu yasam, ne zaman ki iceride ya da disarida gogul-
cu, kalkinma ve refah talep eden, bolgesel dinamikleri kaldirag olarak kullanmaya
meyilli, milliyetci ufku asan bir dinamikle karsilasir, o zaman toplumun talepleri
ve bolgenin dayatmalar: karsisinda yetersiz kalir. Ve bu durumda Kiurt meselesini
¢6zmek bir zorunluluk haline gelir.

Buradaki mesele, bunun i¢in ne kadar aci ¢ekilecegi, aktorlerin ve halkin ¢ozimun
sorumlulugundan ne kadar kacabilecegi, geciken ¢ozimin maliyeti ve toplamda
Turkiye'nin kaybedecegi zaman ve 6deyecegini bedeldir.
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DPI AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aims and objectives of DPI include:

>> To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for discussion on
establishing a structured public dialogue on peace and democracy building.

>> To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw on comparative
studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms used to achieve positive results in
similar cases.

>> To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge, ideas, concerns,
suggestions and challenges facing the development of a democratic solution in Turkey
and the wider region.

>> To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics, civil society and
policy-makers.

>> To identify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to participate in
and influence democracy-building.

>> Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties share information, ideas,
knowledge and concerns connected to the development of democratic solutions and
outcomes. Our work supports the development of a pluralistic political arena capable of
generating consensus and ownership over work on key issues surrounding democratic
solutions at political and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to encourage stronger public
debates and involvements in promoting peace and democracy building internationally.
Within this context DPI aims to contribute to the establishment of a structured public
dialogue on peace and democratic advancement, as well as to widen and create new
existing platforms for discussions on peace and democracy building. In order to achieve
this we seek to encourage an environment of inclusive, frank, structured discussions
whereby different parties are in the position to openly share knowledge, concerns and
suggestions for democracy building and strengthening across multiple levels.

DPT's objective throughout this process is to identify common priorities and develop
innovative approaches to participate in and influence the process of finding democratic
solutions. DPI also aims to support and strengthen collaboration between academics,
civil society and policy-makers through its projects and output. Comparative studies of
relevant situations are seen as an effective tool for ensuring that the mistakes of others
are not repeated or perpetuated. Therefore we see comparative analysis of models of pe-
ace and democracy building to be central to the achievement of our aims and objectives.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

DEMOKRATIK GELI§IM ENSTITUSU'NUN
AMAGCLARI VE HEDEFLERI

DPI'ln amaclar: ve hedefleri:

>> Barisin ve demokrasinin insasi Gizerine yapilandirilmis bir kamusal diyalogun
olusmasi icin gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin gelistirilmesi ve genisletilmesi.

>> Farkl kesimlerin karsilastirmali calismalar vesilesiyle bir araya gelerek, farkl
dinya ornekleri 6zelinde benzer durumlarda olumlu sonuclar elde etmek icin
kullanilmis cesitli mekanizmalar: incelemesine ve analiz etmesine olanak sag-
lamak. Farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek Turkiye ve daha genis bir cografyada
demokratik bir ¢cozimun gelistirilmesine yonelik bilgilerini, distncelerini, en-
diselerini, 6nerilerini, kaygilarini ve karsilasilan zorluklar: paylastig bir ortam
yaratmak. Akademisyenler, sivil toplum orgitleri ve karar alicilar arasindaki is-
birliginin desteklemek ve guclendirmek.

»> Ortak oncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insas: slrecini ve sirece katilimi
etkileyecek yenilik¢i yaklasimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil, irk, renk, cinsiyet, siyasi
goris ve inang farki gozetmeksizin insan haklarini tesvik etmek ve korumak.
Demokratik Gelisim Enstitist (DPI), Turkiye'de demokratik bir ¢cézimun gelisti-
rilmesi icin, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini, fikirlerini, kaygilarini
ve onerilerini paylastiklar: bir ortami tesvik etmeyi amaclamaktadir. Calismala-
rimiz, demokratik ¢6zimin saglanmasi igin kilit 6nem tastyan konularda fikir
birligine varma ve uzlasilan konular: sahiplenme yetenegine sahip ¢ogulcu bir
siyasi alanin gelistirilmesini desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak gicli bir kamusal tartismayi; barisi ve demokrasiyi uluslararasi
dizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik katilimlar: tesvik etmek icin uzmanliga ve pratige
dayali bir bakis acisiyla hareket ediyoruz. Bu cercevede baris ve demokratik
ilerleme konusunda yapilandirilmis bir kamusal tartismanin olusturulmasina
katkida bulunmayt; baris ve demokrasi insasi tartismalari icin yeni platformlar
yaratmayi ve mevcut platformlar: genisletmeyi amagliyoruz.

Bu amaglara ulasabilmenin geregi olarak, farkl kesimlerin demokrasinin insast
ve glclendirmesi igin bilgilerini, endiselerini ve 6nerilerini acikca paylasabile-
cekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandirilmis tartisma ortamini cesitli seviyelerde
tesvik etmeye calistyoruz. DPI olarak farkli projelerimiz araciligiyla akademi, si-
vil toplum ve karar alicilar arasindaki isbirligini desteklemeyi ve gticlendirmeyi
de hedefliyoruz.
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lart konularinda énemli bir isim olan Yildiz, uluslararas: insan haklart hukuku ve
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Nicholas Stewart, QC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge
(Chancery and Queen’s Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom.

Tecrtibeli bir hukukgu olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallik Yiiksek Mahkemesi (Chan-
cery and Queen’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hGkimidir. Gegmiste Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu
Insan Haklart Komitesi Baskanligi (Bar Human Rihts Committee of England and
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Wales) ve Uluslararast Avukatlar Birligi (Union Internationale des Avocats) bas-
kanligi gorevlerinde bulunmustur. Ingiltere ve Gallerde gerceklesen ve Malezyaq,
Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar, Singapur ve Avrupa insan Haklari mahkemele-
rinin temyiz konseylerinde gérus bildirdi. Stewart, 2008deki kurulusundan bu yana
Diyalog Danisma Grubunun baskanhgini da yurtttyor.

Priscilla Hayner

Priscilla Hayner is co-founder of the International Center for Tran-
sitional Justice and is currently on the UN Department of Political
Affairs Standby Team of Mediation Experts. She is a global ex-
pert on truth commissions and transitional justice initiatives and
has authored several books on these topics, including Unspeakable
Truths, which analyses truth commissions globally. Hayner has recently engaged
in the recent Colombia talks as transitional justice advisor to Norway, and in the
2008 Kenya negotiations as human rights advisor to former UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan and the United Nations-African Union mediation team. Hayner has also
worked significantly in the implementation stages following a peace agreement or
transition, including Sierra Leone in 1999 and South Sudan in 2015.

Gecis Dénemi Adaleti icin Uluslararast Merkez'in (International Center for Tran-
sitional Justice) kurucularindan olan Priscilla Hayner, ayni zamanda BM Kidemli
Arabuluculuk Darmismanlart ERibindedir. Hakikat komisyonlari, gegis dénemi ada-
leti inisiyatifleri ve mekanizmalar: konusunda ktresel bir uzman olan Hayner, ha-
kikat komisyonlarini kiresel olarak analiz eden Unspeakable Truths (Konulmayan
GercekRler) da dahil olmak tizere, alanda pek ¢ok yayina sahiptir. Hayner, yakin za-
manda Kolombiya baris gérismelerinde Norvec'in gecis déonemi adaleti danisman
olarak ve 2008 Kenya miizakerelerinde eski BM Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan ve Bir-
lesmis Milletler-Afrika Birligi arabuluculuk ekibinin insan haklar: danismant olarak
gbrev yapmustir. Hayner, 1999da Sierra Leone ve 2015'te Guney Sudan da dahil
olmak tzere bircok tilkede, baris anlasmast ve gegis sonrast uygulamalart konula-
rinda calismalar yapmstir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Arild Humlen

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Asso-
ciation’s Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number
of jurisdictions, with emphasis on international civil law and hu-
man rights, and he has lectured at the law faculty of several univer-
sities in Norway. Humlen is the recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar
Association of Oslo for his work on the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the
Honor Prize from the international organisation Save the Children for his efforts to
strengthen the legal rights of children.

Hukukgu olan Arild Humlen ayni zamanda Norveg¢ Barosu Hukuk Komitesinin di-
rektéradur. Uluslararast medeni hukuk ve insan haklart gibi yargt alanlar: tzerine
cok sayida yazist yayinlanmis, Norvec'te bir dizi hukuk faktltesinde ders vermistir.
Oslo Barosu btinyesinde Siginmacilik ve Gé¢gmenlik Hukuku Davalart Calisma Gru-
bu baskani olarak yaptigi caismalardan dolay: Oslo Barosu Onur Odtli'ne layik
gorilmusttr.

Jacki Muirhead

Jacki Muirhead was appointed Chambers Administrator at De-
vereux Chambers, London, UK, in November 2015. Her previous
roles include Practice Director at FJ Cleveland LLP, Business Ma-
nager at Counsels’ Chambers Limited and Deputy Advocates Clerk
at the Faculty of Advocates, UK.

Su anda Devereux Chambers isimli hukuk firmasinda st dtizey yénetici olarak gé-
rev yapan Jacki Muirhead bu gérevinden 6nce Cleveland Hukuk Firmast ¢alisma
direktért, Counsel's Chambers Limited isimli hukukc¢ular odasinda sef katip ve Avu-
katlar Faktltesinde (Faculty of Advocates) pazarlama mudtrt olarak ¢calismustir.
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Antonia Potter Prentice

43
i > Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015 -
-, | a global network of humanitarian and development organisations.
Prentice has extensive experience on a range of humanitarian, de-
velopment, peacemaking and peacebuilding issues through her pre-
vious positions, including interim Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint
Peace Fund for Myanmar and providing technical advice to the Office of the Special
Envoy of the UN Secretary General to the Yemen peace process. Prentice has also
been involved in various international organisations including UN Women, Dialo-
gue Advisory Group, and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue. Prentice co-founded
the Athena Consortium as part of which she acts as Senior Manager on Mediation
Support, Gender and Inclusion for the Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) and as
Senior Adviser to the European Institute for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluslarimin ve kalkinma o6rgtitlerinin ktire-
sel agi olan Ittifak 2015'in direktéridtr. Prentice, Myanmar i¢in Ortak Baris Fonuna
gecici Kidemli Cinsiyet Darusmani ve Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Yemen Ozel
Elcisi Ofisi'ne teknik tavsiyeler vermek de dahil olmak tizere insancil faaliyetler, kal-
Rinma, baris yapma ve baris insast gibi konularda sivil toplum btinyesinde 17 yillik
bir calisma tecriibesine sahiptir. BM Kadinlari, Diyalog Darisma Grubu ve Insani
Yardim Diyalogu Merkezi gibi gesitli uluslararas: érgtitlerde gérev yapan Prentice,
Ruruculart arasinda yer aldigi Athena Konsorsiyomu Arabuluculuk Destedi, Top-
lumsal Cinsiyet ve Kaynastirma icin Kriz Yonetimi Insiyatifinde yoneticilik ve Avru-
pa Baris Enstitiistine (EIP) basdanismanlik yapmaktadir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Catherine Woollard

Catherine Woollard is the current Secretary General for ECRE, the
European Council for Refugees and Exiles, a pan-European alli-
ance of 96 NGOs protecting and advancing the rights of refugees,
asylum seekers and displaced persons. Previously she served as the
Director of the Brussels Office of Independent Diplomat, and from
2008 to 2014 she was the Executive Director of the European Peacebuilding Liaison
Office (EPLO) - a Brussels-based network of not-for-profit organisations working
on conflict prevention and peacebuilding. She also held the positions of Director
of Policy, Communications and Comparative Learning at Conciliation Resources,
Senior Programme Coordinator (South East Europe/CIS/Turkey) at Transparency
International and Europe/Central Asia Programme Coordinator at Minority Rights
Group International. Woollard has additionally worked as a consultant advising
governments on anti-corruption and governance reform, as a lecturer in political
science, teaching and researching on the EU and international politics, and for the
UK civil service.

Catherine Woollard, Avrupa Mitilteci ve Stirgtinler Konseyi (ECRE) Genel Sekrete-
ridir. ECRE, Avrupa tlkelerinin ittifakina dayali ve uluslararast koruma alaninda ¢a-
lisan yaklasik 96 sivil toplum kurulusunun tye oldugu bir agdir. Gegmiste Bagimsiz
Diplomatlar Grubu'nun Briiksel Ofis Direktért olarak ¢calisan Woollard 2008-2014
yillart arasinda ¢atismanin énlenmesi ve barisin insaast tizerine ¢alisan sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin olusturdugu bir ag olan Avrupa Baris Insaast Irtibat Biirosu'nun di-
rektéru olarak gérev yapmstir. Conciliation Resourcesda Siyaset, Iletisim ve Karsi-
lastirmal Ogrenme Birimi Direktord, Transparency Internationalda Giineydogu Av-
rupa ve Tirkiye Kidemli Program Koordinatéru, Minority Rights Groupda Avrupa
ve Orta Asya Program Koordinatéru olarak gorev yaprustir. HiiRtimetlere yolsuz-
luk konusunda danismanlik hizmeti vermis, akademisyen olarak Birlesik KralliR'taki
kamu kurumu calisanlarina siyaset bilimi, AB tizerine egitim ve arastirma ve ulusla-
rarasi politika alanlarinda dersler vermistir.
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COUNCIL OF EXPERTS
UZMANLAR KURULU UYELERI

Bertie Ahern

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a
position to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial
appointments as well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining
moment of Mr Ahern’s three terms in office as Taoiseach was the
successful negotiation of the Good Friday Agreement in April 1998.
Mr Ahern held the Presidency of the European Council in 2004, presid-
ing over the historic enlargement of the EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Gov-
ernment in 2008 Mr Ahern has dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively
involved with many groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The
Inter Action Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of the Interna-
tional Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country; Honorary Adjunct Profes-
sor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in NUI Maynooth; Member of the Kennedy
Institute of NUI Maynooth; Member of the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin;
Member of the Varkey Gems Foundation Advisory Board; Member of Crisis Manage-
ment Initiative; Member of the World Economic Forum Agenda Council on Negotiation
and Conflict Resolution; Member of the IMAN Foundation; Advisor to the Legislative
Leadership Institute Academy of Foreign Affairs; Senior Advisor to the International
Advisory Council to the Harvard International Negotiation Programme; and Director of
Co-operation Ireland.

Tecrtbeli bir siyasetci olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gérevinden sonra Irlanda
Cumhuriyeti Basbakani olarak gérev yapmustir. Bertie Ahern’in basbakanlik yaptigi do-
nemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilimin Nisan ayinda Haywrlh Cuma Anlasmastyla
sonuclanan baris gériismesi miizakerelerinin baslatiimas: olmustur. Ahern, 2004 yilin-
da Avrupa Konseyi baskanhgi gorevini ytirtittirken Avrupa Birliginin tye tilke sayisinin
27ye ciktig tarihsel stirecte payt olan en énemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda
aktif siyasetten gekilen Bertie Ahern o tarihten bu yana btitiin zamanini catisma ¢6-
zimu calismalarina ayirmakta ve bu amacla pek ¢ok grupla temaslarda bulunmak-
tadir. Ahern’in hali hazirda sahip oldugu tinvanlar sunlardir: The Inter Action Council
Esbagkanlg, Clinton Ktiresel Insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask Ulkesindeki Catisma Uzerine Ca-
lisma Ytriten Uluslararast Grup Uyeligi, Irlanda Ulusal Universitesi Arabuluculuk ve
Catismaya Mtidahale Béltimiti Fahri Profesérltigu, Berlin Ktltiirel Diplomasi Enstittisu
Uyeligi, Varkey Gems Vakfi Darugma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz Idaresi Inisiyatifi Uyeligi, Din-
ya Ekonomik Forumu Mtzakere ve Catisma Céziimt Forumu Konsey Uyeligi, Harvard
Uluslararast Mtizakere Programu Uluslararast Danismanlar Konseyi Basdanismant.
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Dermot Ahern

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Gov-
ernment Minister and was a key figure for more than 20 years
in the Irish peace process, including in negotiations for the
Good Friday Agreement and the St Andrews Agreement. He
also has extensive experience at the EU Council level, including
as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional and Lisbon
Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gecmiste Irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilliji ve kabinede bakanlik gérevlerinde
bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir stire Irlanda baris strecinde anahtar
bir rol oynamustir ve bu stre icinde Belfast Anlasmasit (Hayirlh Cuma Anlasmasi)
ve St. Andrews Anlasmast icin yapilan muzakerelere dahil olmustur. AB Konseyi
seviyesinde de énemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern, AB Anayasasi ve Lizbon Antlasma-
lart stirecinde de énemli bir arabulucu ve imzact olmustur. 2005 yilinda dénemin
Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan tarafindan BM Reformu konusun-
da 6zel temsilci olarak atanmustir.

Prof. Dr. Askin Asan

Professor Dr. Askin Asan is an executive board member of the

Maarif Foundation, a member of Turkey’s Democracy Platform,

and a faculty member at Istanbul Ticaret University. Elected as

a Member of the Turkish Grand National Assembly from Anka-

ra, Prof. Dr. Asan served as a vice president of the Parliamentary

Assembly of the Mediterranean and was a member of the Turkish

Delegation of the Parliamentary Union of the Organisation of the Islamic Con-

ference during her time in parliamentary office. She is a former Deputy Minister

of Family and Social Policies (2011-2014) and was Rector of Avrasya University
in Trabzon between 2014-2017.

Maarif Vakfit Mttevelli Heyeti tiyesi ve Ttirkiye Demokrasi Platformu kurucu tye-
siolan Askin Asan, 23. Dénem'de Ankara Milletvekili olarak Parlamentoda gérev
yapti.. TBMM'de AkRdeniz Parlamenter Asamblesi (APA) Tiirk Grubu Baskani, Milli
Egitim, Genglik ve Spor Komisyonu ve IKOPAB Ttrk Grubu Uyesi oldu. 2011-2014
Yillart arasinda Aile ve Sosyal Politikalar Bakanligt Bakan Yardimcist gérevini
yuritti. 2014-2017 yillart arasinda Avrasya Universitesi'nin rektérligind yapan
Asan, su an Istanbul Ticaret Universitesi 6gretim tyesidir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Prof. Dr. Mehmet Asutay

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle East-
ern and Islamic Political Economy & Finance at the Durham
University Business School, UK. He researches, teaches and
supervises research on Islamic political economy and finance,
Middle Eastern economic development and finance, the political
economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish political
economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic Economics and
Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic Economics, as well
as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic Social Science. He is the
Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British Society for Middle Eastern Stud-
ies); and of the IAIE (International Association for Islamic Economics).

Dr. Mehmet Asutay, Ingiltere'deki Durham Universitesi'nin Isletme Fakiiltesinde
Ortadogu’nun Islami Siyasal ERonomisi ve Finanst alaninda profesor olarak gé-
rev yapmaktadir. Asutay Turk ve Kurt siyasal ekonomisi, Islami siyasal ekono-
mi, ve Ortadogu'da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler vermekte, arastirmalar
yapmakta ve yapilan arastirmalara danismanlik yapmaktadir.

Ali Bayramoglu
Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since
1994, he has contributed as a columnist for a variety of news-
papers. He is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor. He is a
member of the former Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, es-
tablished by then-Prime Minister Erdogan.

Yazar ve siyaset yorumcusu olan Ali Bayramoglu uzun yillar gtinlik yayinlanan
Yeni Safak gazetesinde kRdse yazarlig: yapmustir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in bas-
bakanligi déneminde olusturulan ARil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almustir. Bayra-
moglu kése yazilarina su an Al-Monitor'de devam etmektedir.

Prof. Christine Bell

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh,
Scotland. She is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assis-
tant Principal (Global Justice) at the University of Edinburgh,
Co-director of the Global Justice Academy, and a member of
the British Academy. She was chairperson of the Belfast-based
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human rights organization, the Committee on the Administration of Justice,
from 1995-7, and a founder member of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Com-
mission established under the terms of the Belfast Agreement. In 1999 she was
a member of the European Commission’s Committee of Experts on Fundamental
Rights. She is an expert on transitional justice, peace negotiations, constitution-
al law and human rights law. She regularly conducts training on these topics
for diplomats, mediators and lawyers, has been involved as a legal advisor in
a number of peace negotiations, and acted as an expert in transitional justice
for the UN Secretary-General, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and UNIFEM.

Iskogya’min baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiriiten bir hukuk¢udur. Edin-
burgh Universitesinde Anayasa hukuku profeséri olarak ve ayni universi-
te blinyesindeki Kiiresel Adalet Projesinde Mudtr yardimcist olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Ingiliz Akademisi tiyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillar: arasinda
Belfast merkezli Insan Haklart 6rgtitii Adalet Idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve
Belfast Anlasmast sartlari gercevesinde kurulan Kuzey irlanda Insan Haklar
Komisyonu kurucu uyesi olarak gérev yapti. 1999da ise Avrupa Komisyonu
Temel Haklar Uzmanlar Komitesi tyeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik alanlar
Gecgis Dénemi Adaleti, Baris Mtizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve Insan Haklari
olan Prof. Bell, ayni zamanda bu konularda diplomat, arabulucu ve hukukc¢u-
lara egitim vermekte, BM Genel Sekreterligi, insan Haklar: Yiiksek Komiser-
ligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM'in de dahil oldugu kurumlarda hukuk danismant olarak
gorev yapmaktadir.

Oral Qaliglar

Oral Calislar completed his studies at the Ankara University

Faculty of Political Sciences. Was President of the Club of So-

cialist Thought at the university, as well as Secretary-General

of the Ankara University Student Union. Wrote for Turk Solu
journal which was launched in 1967 and for the Aydinlik journal

which was launched in 1968. Was member of the editorial board of Aydinlik
journal. Was arrested after the 12th of March 1971 military coup. Remained
imprisoned for three years until the Amnesty law adopted in 1974. Was Editor
in Chief for the Aydinlik daily newspaper launched in 1978. Was arrested again
after the 12th of September 1980 military coup and released in August 1988
after four years in prison. Lived in Hamburg between 1990 and 1992 upon the
invitation of the Senate of Hamburg. Worked for Cumhuriyet daily between
1992 and 2008. Broadcast television programmes on different channels, in-

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

cluding TRT, 24TV, 360, and SKYTURK. Transferred from Cumhuriyet daily to
Radikal daily in 2008. Between 2004-2007, he was in board of Turkish Jour-
nalists Association. He has a permanent press card. Became Editor in Chief for
Taraf daily in 2013. Was part of the Wise People Committee in the same year.
Later had to leave Taraf daily alongside Halil Berktay, Alper Goérmus, Vahap
Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar, and Yildiray Ogur, among others, after
the intervention of the Giilen Congregation. Returned to Radikal daily. Started
writing for Posta daily after 2016, when Radikal was discontinued. Continues
work as a commentator on TV news channels. Has 20 published books, includ-
ing The Leaders’ Prison, Hz. Ali, Mamak Prison from the 12th of March to 12th
of September, The Kurdish Issue with Ocalan and Burkay, My 68 Memoirs, The
Alevis, When Deniz and Friends Were Executed, My Childhood in Tarsus, The
History of Gulenism. Recipient of a large number of journalism and research
awards. Married (1976) to author and journalist ipek Caliglar. Father of author
Resat Calislar.

Oral Calislar Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiltesi'nde egitimini tamam-
ladi. Universitede Sosyalist Fikir Kuliibi baskanhgini ve Ankara Universitesi
Ogrenci Birligi genel sekreterligini yapti. 1967de kurulan Tirk Solu ve 1967de
kurulan Aydinlik dergileri icin yazdi. Ayrica Aydinlik dergisinin yayin kurulu tiye-
siydi. 12 Mart 1971 darbesinden sonra tutukland: ve 1974'te af yasasi ¢ikana
kadar tg yil cezaevinde kaldi. 1978 yilinda ¢ikan Aydinlik Gazetesinin yaz isleri
mudurligind yapti. 12 Eylil 1980 darbesi sonrasinda tekrardan tutukland: ve
dort yil cezaevinde kaldiktan sonra AJustos 1988de tahliye edildi. Hamburg Se-
nato’sunun daveti lizerine gittigi Hamburg'da 1990-1992 yillar: arasinda yasadi.
1992 ve 2008 yillart arasinda Cumhuriyet Gazetesinde calisti. TRT, 24TV, 360
ve SKYTURK de dahil olmak tizere cesitli kanallarda televizyon programi yaptt.
2008 yilinda Cumhuriyet’ten Radikal Gazetesi'ne gecis yapti. 2004-2007 yillart
arasinda Turkiye Gazeteciler Cemiyeti Yonetim Kurulu'ndaydi. Kendisinin strekli
basin karti bulunmaktadir. 2013 yilinda Taraf Gazetesi Yazi Isleri Mudtra oldu.
Ay yil Akil insanlar Heyeti'nde yer aldi. Daha sonra, Giilen Cemaatinin mida-
halesi sonucunda, Halil Berktay, Alper Gérmiis, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu,
Mithat Sancar, Yildiray Ogur ve digerleriyle birlikte Taraftan ayrildi. Radikale
geri donts yapti. Radikal Gazetesi kapandiktan sonra, 2016 yilinda Posta Gaze-
tesi icin yazmaya basladi. Televizyon programlarina siyaset yorumcusu olarak
katilmaya devam etmektedir. 20 kitap yayinlamistir. Bunlarin arasinda ‘Liderler
Hapishanesi, ‘Hz. Ali, ‘Mamak Askeri Cezaevi, ‘Ocalan ve Burkay’la Ktirt Sorunu,
‘68 Anilarim, ‘Aleviler, ‘Denizler Idama Giderken, ‘Cocuklugumun Tarsus'u’ ve Fe-
tullah¢ihgin Tarihi’ de bulunmaktadir. Gazetecilik ve arastirma alanlarinda bir-
cok odiile sahiptir. 1976'dan beri yazar ve gazeteci Ipek Calislar ile evlidir. Yazar
Resat Calislarin babasidir.
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Cengiz Gandar

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely
respected online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey
and the Middle East. He is a former war correspondent and
an expert on the Middle East. He served as a special adviser
to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal. Cengiz Candar is a
Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm University Institute

for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve k6se yazart olan Candar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesi i¢in
kése yazarligi yapmstir. Al Monitor haber sitesinde Rdse yazarligi yapmaktadir.
Ortadogu konusunda énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir dénem savas muhabiri
olarak ¢alismis veTirkiye eski Cumhurbaskant merhum Turgut Ozala ézel da-
nismanlik yapmustir.

Andy Carl

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution
and public participation in peace processes. He believes that
building peace is not an act of charity but an act of justice.
He co-founded and was Executive Director of Conciliation Re-
sources. Previously, he was the first Programme Director with

International Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of Practice
at the School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an adviser to a
number of peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive Peace and Transition
Initiative at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Legal Tools for Peace-Making
Project in Cambridge, and the Oxford Research Group, London.

Andy Carl catisma ¢éztimu ve baris streclerine kamusal katiimin saglanma-
st Uzerine ¢alisan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barisin insaasinin bir hayirseverlik
faaliyetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi ¢cabast olduguna inanan Carl,
catisma Cézumu alaninda ¢alisan etkili kurumlardan biri olan Conciliation Re-
sources’un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dénem Uluslararast Uyart (International
Alert) isimli kurumda Program Direktéru olarak gérev yapan Carl, halen Edin-
burgh Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi btinyesinde Fahri Bilim Kurulu Uyesi olarak
gérev yapmaktadir. Barig insast Uzerine calisan Cenevre Mezunlar Insiyatifi
btinyesindeki Baris ve Gegis Dénemi Inisiyatifi, Cambridge'te ytirtittilen Barigin
Insast icin Yasal Araglar Projesi ve Londra’da faaliyet ytrtiten Oxford Arastirma
Grubu gibi bir dizi kurum ve olusuma danismanlik yapmaya devam etmektedir.

Dr. Vahap Coskun

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Dicle in
Diyarbakir where he also completed his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in law. Coskun received his PhD from Ankara Univer-
sity Faculty of Law. He has written for Serbestiyet and Kurd-
istan24 online newspaper. He has published books on human
rights, constitutional law, political theory and social peace.
Coskun was a member of the former Wise Persons Commission in

T u r - key (Central Anatolian Region).
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Dr. Vahap Coskun Diyarbakirda, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiltesinde 6gre-
tim tyesidir. Lisans ve lisansisti egitimini Dicle Universitesinde tamamladik-
tan sonra Ankara Universitesinde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamustir. Serbestiyet ve
Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Coskun, insan haklari, anayasa
hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu Ritaplar yayinlamistir. Coskun,
ARil insanlar Komisyonu'nun i¢ Anadolu bélgesi tiyesiydi.

Aysegiil Dogan
Aysegll Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews,
created news files and programmes for independent news
platforms. She studied at the Faculty of Cultural Mediation
and Communications at Metz University, and Paris School of
Journalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara bureau of
Agence-France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier Inter-
national and at the Kurdish service of The Voice of America. She
worked as a programme creator at Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist for
the Turkish edition of Le Monde Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at the Kurdol-
ogy department of National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations in
Paris. She worked on political communications for a long time. From its estab-
lishment in 2011 to its closure in 2016, she worked as a programmes coordinator
at IMC TV. She prepared and presented the programme “Gindem Muzakere” on
the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina ézel réportaj, haber dosyast ve programlar hazir-
layan gazeteci Aysegtil Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiilttirel ve Iletisim
Fakiiltesi’nin ardindan egitimine Paris Yiksek Gazetecilik Okulu'nda devam etti.
Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP'nin Ankara, Courrier International’in
Paris blirosunda ve Amerika'nin Sesi Ktrtce servisinde gazeteciliji deneyimledi.
Radyo ERinde programci, Le Monde Diplomatique Ttirk¢e'de ¢evirmen gazeteci
olarak calisti. Paris’te yasadigi stre icinde Dogu Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri Ensti-
tist Kurdoloji béliimiinde okutmanlik yapti. Uzunca bir stire siyaset iletisimi ile
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ilgilendi. 2011de kurulan IMC TV 2016'da kapatilana dek; program koordinatéru
olarak calisti. Ayni kanalda “Gtiindem Mtizakere” programint hazirlad: ve sundu.
Halen tlkesindeki pek ¢ok meslektast gibi etik ilkelere bagli, bagimsiz bir gaze-
teci olarak calisma arayis, istek ve heyecanini koruyor.

Vegard Ellefsen

Vegard is a Norwegian diplomat who retired 31 August 2019
from the foreign service when he left his last posting as am-
bassador to Ankara. He has been twice posted to NATO both
as Permanent representative on the North Atlantic Council
and deputy to the same position. He has earlier been posted to
the Norwegian mission to the U.N. in New York and to the Em-

bassy in Ottawa. In the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs he has
been Political Director, Director General for the Regional division, Director of
the Minister’s secretariat and special envoy to the Sudan peace talks and special
envoy to Syria and Iraq. Mr. Ellefsen has a Master in Political Science from the
University of Oslo.

=

Norvecli bir diplomat olan Vegard, 31 AGustos 2019'da disislerinden emekli oldu-
gunda Ankara'da buyiikelci olarak gérev yapmaktaydi. Iki kere NATO’ya atanan
Vergard, Kuzey Atlantik Konseyi Daimi Temsilcisi ve Daimi Temsilci Yardimcisi
olarak goérev yapmustir. Daha éncesinde de New York'ta Norveg Birlesmis Millet-
ler Daimi Temsilciligi'nde ve Ottowa Buytikelciliginde bulundu. Norveg Dis Isleri
Bakanhgrnda Siyasi Isler Direktort, Bolgesel Boliinme Genel Muduri, bakanin
Ozel Kalem Mudirligu Direktéri, Sudan baris miizakereleri ézel temsilcisi ve
Suriye ve Irak 6zel temsilcisi olarak gérev aldi. Ellefsen Oslo Universitesinde
Siyaset Bilimi ytiksek lisanst yaprmustir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Prof. Dr. Fazil Husnu Erdem

Dr. Fazil Hisnd Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and
Head of the Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle Uni-
versity, Diyarbakir. In 2007, Erdem was a member of the com-
mission which was established to draft a new constitution to
replace the Constitution of 1982 which was introduced following
the coup detat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the Wise Persons
Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister Erdogan, in the team
that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia Region.

Fazil Hisnti Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk FaRtltesi Anayasa Hukuku Anabilim
Dali Baskanidir. 2007de, 1980 darbesinin takiben ytrtrlige giren 1982 darbe
anayasasint degistirmek tizere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama komisyonunda
yer almistir. Erdem, 2013'de Ttirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hikimeti tarafindan Demokra-
tik acilim ve ¢éziim stireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti tiyesidir.

- Prof. Dr. Salomon Lerner Febres

Professor Dr. Salomon Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy
from Université Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President
~ %/ of the Center for Democracy and Human Rights and Professor
y/ and Rector Emeritus of Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. He
is former President of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Peru. Prof. Lerner has given many talks and speeches about the role
and the nature of university, the problems of scholar research in higher education
and about ethics and public culture. Furthermore, he has participated in numerous
conferences in Peru and other countries about violence and pacification. In addi-
tion, he has been a speaker and panellist in multiple workshops and symposiums
about the work and findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru.
He has received several honorary doctorates as well as numerous recognitions and
distinctions of governments and international human rights institutions.

Prof. Salomén felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini Belcika'dakiUniversité Catho-
lique de Louvainde tamamlamustir. Peru'daki Pontifical Catholic Universitesinin
onursal rektéri sifatint tastyan Prof. Salomén Lerner Febres, ayni Universite
btinyesindeki Demokrasi ve Insan Haklart Merkezi'nin de baskanligini yapmak-
tadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlasma Komisyonu eski baskanudir. Universitenin roli
ve dogasi, akademik calismalarda karsilasilan zorluklar, etik ve kamu kulttru
konulu ¢ok sayida konusma yapmus, siddet ve pasifizm konusunda Peru basta
olmak tizere pek cok tilkede yapilan konferanslara konusmacit olarak katilmistir.
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Prof. Mervyn Frost

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and
was former Head of the Department of War Studies, at King's
College London, UK. He was previously Chair of Politics at the
University of Natal, Durban, South Africa and was President
of the South African Political Studies Association. He currently
sits on the editorial boards of International Political Sociology and
the Journal of International Political Theory, among others. He is an expert on
human rights in international relations, humanitarian intervention, justice in
world politics, democratising global governance, the just war tradition in an era
of New Wars, and ethics in a globalising world.

Londra’daki King’s College’in Savas Calismalart bélimiintin baskanhgint yap-
maktadir. Daha 6nce Guney Afrika’min Durban sehrindeki Natal Universite-
side Siyaset Bilimi bélimuntiin baskanligint yapmistir. Guney Afrika Siyaset
Calsmalart Enstittisi Baskanhgi gérevinde de bulunan Profesér Frost, In-
san Haklart ve Uluslararasi Iliskiler, Insancil Miidahale, Diinya Siyasetinde
Adalet, Kuresel Yonetimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni Savaslar Déneminde
Adil Savas Gelenegi ve Kiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi konularda uzman bir
isimdir.

David Gorman, Director, Eurasia,

David has more than 25 years of experience in the field of
peacemaking. He started his career in the Middle East and
he went on to work for international organisations on a wide
range of conflicts around the world. David has been based in the
Philippines, Indonesia, Liberia, Bosnia as well as the West Bank and
Gaza and has been working in Eurasia for the last several years. He graduated
from the London School of Economics, was featured in the award winning film
‘Miles and War’ as well as several publications and has published several articles
on mediation.

David'in baris insast alaninda 25 yildan fazla deneyimi bulunmaktadir. David
kariyerine Orta Dogu'da basladi ve daha sonra uluslararast kurumlarda, diinya-
nin ¢esitli yerlerinde olan ¢atismalar tizerinde ¢alisti. Kendisi Filipinler, Endonez-
ya, Liberya, Bosna, Batt Seria ve Gazze'de bulundu. Son birkag yildir da Avrasya
bélgesinde ¢alismaktadir. David London School of Economicsden mezun oldu,
odlli ‘Miles and War’ filminde ve ¢esitli yayinlarda yer ald: ve arabuluculukla
ilgili cesitli makaleler yayimladh.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Martin Griffiths

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and current-
ly the UN’s Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010 he was the
founding Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in
Geneva where he specialised in developing political dialogue be-
tween governments and insurgents in a range of countries across
Asia, Africa and Europe. He is a co-founder of Inter Mediate, a Lon-
don based NGO devoted to conflict resolution, and has worked for international
organisations including UNICEF, Save the Children, Action Aid, and the Europe-
an Institite of Peace. Griffiths has also worked in the British Diplomatic Service
and for the UN, including as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs
(Geneva), Deputy to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York), Regional Hu-
manitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordinator in the Balkans
and Deputy Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria (UNSMIS).

Ust dizeyde uluslararast bir arabulucu olan Martin Griffiths, uluslararast bir
arabulucudur ve yakin zamanda BM Yemen Ozel Temsilcisi olarak atanmistir.
Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa kitalarindaki cesitli tlkelerde hiikiimetler ile isyanct
gruplar arasinda siyasal diyalog gelistirilmesi tizerine ¢alisan Cenevredeki in-
sani Diyalog Merkezi'nin (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue) kurucu direktéri
olan Martin Griffiths 1999-2010 yillart arasinda bu gérevi sirdirmustur. Catis-
ma ¢ézumu tzerine calisan Londra merkezli Inter Mediate’in kuruculart arasin-
da bulunan Griffiths, UNICEF, Save the Children ve Action Aid isimli uluslararasi
kurumlarda da gérev yapmustir. Ingiltere Diplomasi Servisindeki hizmetlerinin
yant sira Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde Cenevre Ofisinde insani Faaliyetler Bé-
[timii'nde yénetici, New York ofisinde Acil Yardim Koordinatéri yardimciligi, Bu-
yuk Goller (Great Lakes) bélgesinde Insani Yardim Koordinatéri, Balkanlarda
BM Bolgesel Koordinatéri ve BM eski Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annanin BM ve Arap
Birligi adina Suriye 6zel temsilciliji yaptigi dénemde kendisine bas danismanlik
yapmistir.
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Kezban Hatemi

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is
registered with the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked
as a self employed lawyer, as well as Turkey’s National Com-
mission to UNESCO and a campaigner and advocate during the
Bosnian War. She was involved in drafting the Turkish Civil Code
and Law of Foundations as well as in preparing the legal ground-
work for the chapters on Religious Freedoms and Minorities and Community
Foundations within the Framework Law of Harmonization prepared by Turkey in
preparation for EU accession. She has published articles on women'’s, minority
groups, children, animals and human rights and the fight against drugs. She is
a member of the former Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, established by then
Prime Minister Erdogan, and sits on the Board of Trustees of the Technical Uni-
versity and the Darulacaze Foundation.

Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Faktltesinden mezun olduktan sonra Istanbul Ba-
rosuna Rayitli olarak avukatlik yapmaya baslamistir. Serbest avukatlik yap-
manin yan sira UNESCO Tirkiye Milli Komisyonu'nda hukukc¢u olarak gérev
yapmis, Bosna savast sirasinda strdurtlen savas karsitt kampanyalarda aktif
olarak yer almistir. Tlrkiye’nin Avrupa Birliji'ne tyelik stireci geregi hazirlanan
Uyum Yasalart Cergeve Yasasinin Dini Ozgtrliikler, Azinliklar ve Vakiflar ile il-
gili bélimlerine iliskin hukuki ¢alismalarda yer almis, Ttirk Ceza Kanunu ve Va-
kiflar Kanunu'nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda gérev almustir. Insan haklary,
kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, ¢cocuk haklari, hayvan haklar: ve uyusturucu ile
mticadele konularinda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in
basbakanlig: déneminde olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almistir. Bunun

yant sira Istanbul Universitesi ile Dartilacaze Vakfi Miitevelli heyetlerinde gérev
yapmaktadir.

Dr. Edel Hughes

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Senior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex Uni-
versity. Prior to joining Middlesex University, Dr Hughes was a
Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of East London and a
Lecturer in Law and the University of Limerick. She was award-
ed an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human Rights Law from
the National University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and 2009, re-

spectively. Her research interests are in the areas of international human rights
law, public international law, and conflict transformation, with a regional in-
terest in Turkey and the Middle East. She has published widely on these areas.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENI BiR GiRi$iM iIMKANI

Dr. Edel Hughes, Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde kidemli 6gretim
tyesidir. Daha 6nce Dogu Londra Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi ve Limerick Uni-
versitesinde gérev yapan Hughes, doktorasini 2003-2009 yillar: arasinda Irlan-
da Ulusal Universitesi'nde Uluslararast Insan Haklart Hukuku alaninda tamam-
lamistir. Hughes’un bircok yayininin da bulundugu calisma alanlart icinde, Orta
Dogu'yu ve Ttrkiye'yi de kapsayan sekilde, uluslararast insan haklart hukuku,
uluslararast kamu hukuku ve ¢atisma ¢éziimi yer almaktadir.

Kadir inanir

Kadir Iinanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed

actor and director, and has starred in well over a hundred

films. He has won several awards for his work in Turkish cin-

ema. He graduated from Marmara University Faculty of Com-
munication. In 2013 he became a member of the Wise Persons
Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yénetmen Kadir Inamir, 100’4 askin filmde rol almis ve Turk si-
nemasina katkilarindan dolayt pek ¢ok édtile layik gériismiistir. 1949 senesinde
Ordu, Fatsa'da dogan Inamir, Marmara Universitesi Iletisim Faktltesi Radyo-Te-
levizyon Bolimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde baris siirecini yonetmek

amaciyla kurulan ARkil Insanlar Heyetine Akdeniz Bélgesi temsilcisi olarak gir-
mistir.

Prof. Dr. Ahmet insel

Professor Ahmet Insel is a former faculty member of Gal-
atasaray University in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon
Sorbonne University, France. He is Managing Editor of the
Turkish editing house, Iletisim, and member of the editorial
board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist at
Cumhuriyet newspaper and an author who published several books

and articles in both Turkish and French.

Iletisim Yayinlart Yayin Kurulu Koordinatérligtint ytrtiten Ahmet Insel, Galata-
saray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesinde égretim tyesi
olarak gérev yapmustir. Birikim Dergisi yayin Rolektifi tiyesi ve Cumhuriyet Ga-
zetesinde kése yazaridir. Tlirkge ve Fransizca olmak tizere ¢ok sayida kitabt ve
makalesi bulunmaktadir.
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Aleka Kessler

Aleka Kessler works as Project Officer at the Centre for Human-
itarian Dialogue (HD). Having joined HD in 2017 to work on
Syria, Aleka has been coordinating mediation project in com-
plex conflict settings. Previously, Aleka also worked with Mé-

decins Sans Frontieres and the United Nations Association Mex-

ico. She holds a degree in International Relations from the University
of Geneva and a Master’s degree in Development Studies from the Graduate
Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, where she spe-
cialized in humanitarian affairs, negotiation and conflict resolution.

Aleka Kessler Insani Diyalog Merkezinde (HD) proje sorumlusu olarak ca-
lismaktadir. Suriye tzerinde ¢alismak icin 2017 yihnda HD’ye katilan Kessler,
karmasik catisma ortamlarinda arabuluculuk projesini yuritmektedir. Kessler
daha 6nce Sinir Tamimayan Doktorlar ve Meksika Birlesmis Milletler Dernegi'n-
de ¢alismugtir. Lisans egitimini Cenevre Universitesi Uluslararast iliskiler Bolu-
mi’'nde tamamlayan Kessler, daha sonra ytksek lisansint yine Cenevrede bulu-
nan Uluslararast ve Kalkinma Calismalart Yiiksek Lisans Enstitiistinde (IHEID)
Kalkinma Calismalart alaninda yapti. Kessler insant yardim, arabuluculuk ve
catisma ¢6zimu alanlarinda uzmanlasmstir.

Avila Kilmurray

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland
Women’s Coalition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiat-
ing team for the Good Friday Agreement and has written exten-
sively on community action, the women’s movement and conflict

transformation. She serves as an adviser on the Ireland Committee of
the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well as a board member of Concilia-
tion Resources (UK) and the Institute for British Irish Studies. She was the first
Women's Officer for the Transport & General Workers Union for Ireland (1990-
1994) and from 1994-2014 she was Director of the Community Foundation for
Northern Ireland, managing EU PEACE funding for the re-integration of political
ex-prisoners in Northern Ireland as well as support for community-based peace
building. She is a recipient of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philan-
thropy through the European Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is working as a
consultant with The Social Change Initiative to support work with the Migrant
Learning Exchange Programme and learning on peace building.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucusudur ve bu siya-
si partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirli Cuma Anlasmast miizakerelerine
kRatilmistir. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve catismanin déntisimut gibi ko-
nularda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve irlanda’da aralarinda
Conciliation Resources (Uzlasma Kaynaklari), the Global Fund for Community
Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar icin Kirsel Fon) , Conflict Resolution Services
Ireland (Irlanda Catisma Cozumii Hizmetleri) ve the Institute for British Irish
Studies (Britanya ve Irlanda ¢alismalart Enstittst) isimli kurumlarda yénetim
Rurulu tyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. 1990-94 yillart arasinda Ulasim ve Ge-
nel Isciler Sendikasinda Kadinlardan Sorumlu Yénetici olarak calismuis ve bu
gobrevi yerine getiren ilk kadin olmustur. 1994-2014 yillart arasinda Kuzey Ir-
landa Toplum Vakfrnin direktérligind yapmis ve bu gérevi sirasinda eski si-
yasi mahkumlarin yeniden entegrasyonu ile barisin toplumsal zeminde yeniden
insasina dair Avrupa Birligi fonlarinin idaresini ylritmustir. Avrupa Vakiflar
Merkezi tarafindan verilen Yenilik¢i Hayirseverler Raymond Georis Oduli’niin
de sahibidir.

Prof. Ram Manikkalingam

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the
Dialogue Advisory Group, an independent organisation that
facilitates political dialogue to reduce violence. He is a mem-
ber of the Special Presidential Task Force on Reconciliation in
Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the University of Amsterdam.
Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri Lankan peace process to then
President Kumaratunga. He has served as an advisor with Ambassador rank at
the Sri Lanka Mission to the United Nations in New York and prior to that he
was an advisor on International Security to the Rockefeller Foundation. He is an
expert on issues pertaining to conflict, multiculturalism and democracy, and has
authored multiple works on these topics. He is a founding board member of the
Laksham Kadirgamar Institute for Strategic Studies and International Relations,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Boliima'nde misafir Profesér olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet baskanina baris stireci icin danismanlik yapmis-
tir. Danismanlik gérevini hala stirdiirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlart arasinda ¢atis-
ma, ¢oRRkulttrlilik, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram Manikkalingam,
Sri Lanka'daki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Calismalar ve Uluslararast liski-
ler Enstitiisti’'niin kurucu tyesi ve yénetim kurulu tyesidir.
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Bejan Matur

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She
has published ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing
she focuses mainly on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue,
minority issues, prison literature and women’s rights. She has

won several literary prizes and her work has been translated

into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the Diyar-
bakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the Daily Zaman,
and occasionally for the English version, Today’'s Zaman.

Ttrkiye’nin onde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alaninda
yaytmlanmis 10 Ritabt bulunmaktadir. 2012 yihimin basina kadar yazdig: diizenli
kése yazilarinda Ktrt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, gundelik siyaset, azinlik sorunla-
ri, cezaevi yazilar: ve kadin sorunu gibi konulart islemistir. Yapitlar: 28 degisik
dile cevrilen Matur, ¢cok sayida edebiyat ¢dilu sahibidir. Diyarbakir Kiltir ve
Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Baskanhgt gérevinde bulunmustur.

Prof. Monica McWilliams

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Jus-
tice Institute at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She
currently serves on a three-person panel established by the

Northern Ireland government to make recommendations on
the disbandment of paramilitary organisations in Northern Ire-
land. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof. McWilliams
co-founded the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition political party and was
elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations, which took place in
1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a member of the Northern Ireland
Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003. Prof. McWilliams is a signatory of the
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and has chaired the Implementation Committee
on Human Rights on behalf of the British and Irish governments. For her role in
delivering the peace agreement in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one
recipient of the John F. Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesindeki Gegis Dénemi Adaleti Ens-
titisti'ne bagh Kadin Calismalart Bélimi'nde 6gretim tyesidir. 2005- 2011 yil-
lart arasinda Kuzey irlanda Insan Haklart Komisyonu Komiseri olarak Kuzey
Irlanda Haklar Beyannamesi icin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu olarak gé-
rev yapmustir. Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucularindan olan Prof.
McWilliams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirli Cuma) Baris Anlasmast’nin imzalanma-
styla sonuglanan Cok Partili Baris Gortiismelerinde yer almistir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Hanne Melfald

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs for eight years including as the Senior Adviser to
the Secretariat of the Foreign Minister of Norway before she
became a Project Manager in HD’s Eurasia office in 2015. She
previously worked for the United Nations for six years including
two years with the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghani-
stan as Special Assistant to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General.
She has also worked for the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs in Nepal and Geneva, as well as for the Norwegian Refugee
Council and the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration. Melfald has a degree
in International Relations from the University of Bergen and the University of
California, Santa Barbara, as well as a Master’s degree in Political Science from
the University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, basdanismanlik dahil olmak tizere 8 yil boyunca Norveg Disisleri
Bakanhgi biinyesinde cesitli gorevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yihndan itibaren Insa-
ni Diyalog icin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde Proje Mudiru olarak
calismaya baslamistir. Ge¢miste Birlesmis Milletler btinyesinde gérev almis, bu
gorevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis Milletler'in Afganistan Yardim Misyo-
nunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel Temsilcisi olarak gérev yaprustir. Ayrica Birles-
mis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi biinyesinde bulunan Nepal Insani Yardim Koor-
dinasyon Ofisinde de goérev almistir. Bir dénem Norveg Siginmacilar Konseyi ve
Norveg¢ Gégmenlik Isleri Mudirligiinde ¢calisan Hanna Melfald Norveg'in Bergen
ve ABD’nin Kaliforniya Universitelerinde aldigi Uluslararast Iliskiler egitimini
Olso Universitesinde aldigt Siyaset Bilimi ytiksek lisans egitimiyle tamamlamugtir.

Roelf Meyer

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace pro-
cesses having advised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka,
Rwanda, Burundi, Irag, Kosovo, the Basque Region, Guyana,
Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar, and South Sudan. Meyer’s experi-
ence in international peace processes stems from his involvement

in the settlement of the South African conflict in which he was the government’s
chief negotiator in constitutional negotiations with the ANC’s chief negotiator
and current South African President, Cyril Ramaphosa. Negotiating the end of
apartheid and paving the way for South Africa’s first democratic elections in
1994, Meyer continued his post as Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the Cab-
inet of the new President, Nelson Mandela. Meyer retired as a Member of Par-
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liament and as the Gauteng leader of the National Party in 1996 and co-found-
ed the United Democratic Movement (UDM) political party the following year.
Retiring from politics in 2000, Meyer has since held a number of international
positions, including membership of the Strategy Committee of the Project on
Justice in Times of Transition at Harvard University.

Roelf Meyer, Gliney Afrikadaki baris stirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti adina
basmiizakereci olarak gérev yapmstir. O dénem Afrika Ulusal Kongresi (ANC)
adina basmizakereci olarak gérev yapan ve su an Gtiney Afrika devlet baskani
olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte ytrtttiigi mizakereler sonrasinda Gliney Af-
rika'daki irk¢t apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994 yilinda tilkedeki ilk ézgtr
secimlerin yapilmast saglanmstir. Yapilan secim sonrast yeni devlet baskani se-
cilen Nelson Mandela kurdugu ilk hiiktimette Roelf Meyer'e Anayasal iliskilerden
Sorumlu Bakan olarak goérev vermistir. Roelf Meyer 2011-2014 yillart arasinda
Glney Afrika Savunma Dederlendirme Komitesine baskanlik yapmis, ayni za-
manda aktif olan bazi baris stireglerine dahil olarak Kuzey Irlanda, Sri Lanka,
Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova, Bask Bdlgesi, Guyana, Bolivya, Kenya, Mada-
gaskar ve Gtiney Sudan'da ¢atisan taraflara danismanlik yapmistir.

Mark Muller QC

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street
Chambers (London) and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates
(Edinburgh) where he specialises in public international law
and human rights. Muller is also currently on the UN Depart-
ment of Political Affairs Standby Team of Mediation Experts

and is the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian peace talks. He
has many years’ experience of advising numerous international bodies, such as
Humanitarian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-Mediate (London) on conflict reso-
lution, mediation, confidence-building, ceasefires, power-sharing, humanitarian
law, constitution-making and dialogue processes. Muller also co-founded Be-
yond Borders and the Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Bilirosu’na ve
Edinburg'daki Isko¢ AvuRatlar Birligine bagh olarak ¢alisan tecriibeli bir hu-
kukcudur. Uluslararast kamu hukuku ve insan haklari hukuku alaninda uzman
olan Muller, Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi cesitli catisma alanlarinda
uzun seneler catisma ¢ézimd, arabuluculuk, catismasizlik ve iktidar paylasimi
konusunda damsmanlik hizmeti vermistir. 2005'den bu yana Insani Diyalog icin
Merkez (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue), Catisma Otesi (Beyond Borders) ve
Inter Mediate (Arabulucu) isimli kurumlara kidemli darismanlhk yapmaktadir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Harvard Hukuk Fakiltesi tyesi olan Muller bir dénem Ingiltere ve Galler Baro-
su Insan Haklart Komisyonu baskanligi ve Barolar Konseyi Hukukun Usttinltgt
Birimi baskanligi gorevlerini de yurttmusttr. Kilttrel diyalog yoluyla barist ve
uluslararast anlayist tesvik etme amactyla Iskogya’da kurulan Sinurlar Otesi (Be-
yond Borders) isimli olusumun kurucusu olan Muller halen BM Siyasal Iliskiler
Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Destek ERibinde Kidemli Arabuluculuk Uzmant
olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

Avni Ozgiirel
Mehmet Avni Ozgtirel is a Turkish journalist, author and screen-
writer. Having worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sa-
bah and Radikal, Ozgiirel is currently the editor in chief of the
daily Yeni Birlik and a TV programmer at TRT Haber. He is the
screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish film, Zincirbozan, on the 1980
Turkish coup d’état, Sultan Avrupa’da (2009), on Sultan Abdulaziz's
1867 trip to Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010): Késem Sultan, on Késem Sultan.
He is also the screenwriter and producer of 2014 Turkish film, Darbe (Coup),
on the February 07, 2012 Turkish intelligence crisis. In 2013 he was appointed
a member of the Wise Persons Committee in Turkey established by then Prime
Minister Erdogan.

Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgtrel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal gibi
cesitli gazetelerde haber mudurlagu ve kdse yazarligi yapti. 2013 yilinda TirkRiye
Cumhuriyeti Hiktimeti tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve ¢éztim stireci Rapsamin-
da olusturulan ARil Insanlar Heyeti tiyesidir. 1980 darbesini konu eden belgesel
film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdtlaziz'in 1867'de Avrupa’ya yaptigt yolculugu
kRonu eden Sultan Avrupada (2009), Mahpeyker: Késem Sultan (2010) ve 7 Su-
bat Milli Istihbarat Teskilati (MIT) operasyonunun anlatildigt “Darbe” filmleri
senaristligini ve yapimcihgin tstlendigi projeler arasindadir. Ozgtirel, su anda
Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi ve genel yayin yonetmenidir. Ayrica TRT Haberde
program yapmaktadir.
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Prof. John Packer

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Di-
rector of the Human Rights Research and Education Centre
(HRREC) at the University of Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer
has worked for inter-governmental organisations for over 20

years, including in Geneva for the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and for the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004, Prof. Packer served
as Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of the Office of the OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities in The Hague. In 2012 - 2014, Prof. Packer
was a Constitutions and Process Design Expert on the United Nation’s Standby
Team of Mediation Experts attached to the Department of Political Affairs, ad-
vising in numerous peace processes and political transitions around the world
focusing on conflict prevention and resolution, diversity management, constitu-
tional and legal reform, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanada'da Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde dogent ve
Insan Haklart Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Research and Edu-
cation Centre) muduruduir. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler Yiiksek Komi-
serligi, Uluslararast Calisma Orgtti ve BM Insan Haklart Yiksek Komiserligi
gibi Cenevrede bulunan hikiumetler arast 6rgtitlerde calismistir. 1995'ten 2004
kadar Lahey'de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danismani, ardindan da Ulusal Azinliklar
Ytiksek Komiserligi birinci midira olarak gérev almistir. 2012-2014 yillarinda
Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar ERibi siyasi iliskiler biriminde Anayasa ve
Stireclerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer aldi. Diinyadaki bir¢ok baris stireci ve si-
yasi gegisler konusunda danismanlik yapan Pecker, catisma 6nleme ve ¢dzimd,
cesitlilik yonetimi, anayasa ve hukuk reformlar: ve insan haklart korumasina
odaklanmustir.

Jonathan Powell

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate, an
NGO devoted to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014,
Powell was appointed by former Prime Minister David Cam-
eron to be the UK’s Special Envoy to Libya. He also served as
Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from 1995 to 1997 and

again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997 to 2007. Prior
to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British Government’s chief
negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and played a key part in lead-
ing the peace negotiations and its implementation.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asya'da yasanan catismalarin ¢ézimu tizerine cali-
san ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlesik Krallik merkezli In-
ter Mediate’'in kurucusudur ve Icra Kurulu Baskanidir. 2014 yilinda Birlesik Kral-
lik Basbakanit David Cameron tarafindan Libya konusunda Ozel Temsilci olarak
atanmustir. 1995-2007 yillart arasinda Birlesik Krallik eski Basbakant Tony Blair
kabinesinde Basbakanlik Personel Daire Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmus, 1997
yihindan itibaren Kuzey Irlanda sorununun ¢ézami i¢in yapilan gérismelere Bri-
tanya adina basmiizakereci olarak katilmistir. 1978-79 yillart arasinda BBC ve
Granada TV icin gazeteci olarak calismis, 1979-1994 yillart arasinda ise Britanya
adina diplomathk yapmustir.

Sir Kieran Prendergast

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served
as the Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the Unit-
ed Nations from 1997 to 2005 and as High Commissioner to
Kenya from 1992 to 1995 and to Zimbabwe from 1989 to 1992.
During his time at the UN, Prendergast stressed the human rights
violations and ethnic cleansing that occurred during the War in Darfur and was
involved in the 2004 Cyprus reunification negotiations. Since his retirement
from the UN, he has conducted research at the Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs (United States) and is a member of the Advisory Council
of Independent Diplomat (United States). Prendergast also holds a number of
positions, including Chairman of the Anglo-Turkish Society, a Trustee of the Beit
Trust, and Senior Adviser at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Disisleri Bakanlig: biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tirkiye, Israil,
Hollanda, Kenya ve ABD'de diplomat olarak ¢alismstir. Birlesik Krallik Disisleri
ve Milletler Toplulugu Birosunun (Foreign and Commonwealth Office) Giiney
Afrikadaki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen birimine baskanlik
etmistir. Bir dénem BM Siyasal Iliskiler Biriminde Mustesar olarak ¢alismis, BM
Genel Sekreterinin Baris ve Guivenlik konulu yénetim kurulu toplantilarinin du-
zenleyiciligini yapmus, Afganistan, Burundi, Kibris, Demokratik Kongo Cumhuri-
yeti, Dogu Timor gibi bélgelerde baris cabalarina dahil olmustur.
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Rajesh Rai

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of ex-
pertise including human rights law, immigration and asylum law,
and public law. He has been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (Lon-
don) since 2015 and has also been a Director of an AIM-listed in-
vestment company where he led their renewable energy portfolio.
Rai is a frequent lecturer on a wide variety of legal issues, including
immigration and asylum law and freedom of experience (Bar of Armenia), minority
linguistic rights (European Parliament), and women’s and children’s rights in areas
of conflict (cross-border conference to NGOs working in Kurdish regions). He is
also Founder Director of HIC, a community centred NGO based in Cameroon.

1993 yilinda Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu'na kaydolmustur. Insan Haklart Hukuku,
Go¢cmenlik ve Siginma Hakki hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel uzmanhk alanlaridir.
Kamerundaki HIC isimli sivil toplum 6rgttt ile Ugandadaki Human Energy isimli
sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dénem The Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants
- JCWI - (G6é¢menlerin Refahi icin Ortak Konsey) direktérltigiint yaprmustir. Basta
Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklar: Komisyonu adina olmak tizere uluslararast
alanda 6zellikle Avrupa, Asya, Afrika, ABD ve Hindistan'da ¢ok cesitli hukuki konu-
lar tizerine seminerler ve dersler vermistir.

Sir David Reddaway

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as
Chief Executive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London.
During his previous career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice, he served as Ambassador to Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador
to Ireland (2006-2009), High Commissioner to Canada (2003-2006),
UK Special Representative for Afghanistan (2002), and Charge dAffaires
in Iran (1990-1993). His other assignments were to Argentina, India, Spain, and Iran,
where he was first posted during the Iranian Revolution.

Halen cesitli 6zel sirket ve tniversitelere danisman, yénetim kurulu tyesi ve kon-
stiltasyon uzmarnu olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yiinin Ocak ayindan bu yana
Londra Universitesi btinyesindeki Goldsmith Kolejinde Konsey tiyesi ve Goldsmith
sirketinde yonetici katip olarak gérev yapmaya baslamustir. Bir dénem Birlesik Kral-
lik adina Ttrkiye ve Irlanda Cumhuriyeti Baytikelcisi olarak gérev yapan Reddaway
bu gérevinden énce Birlesik Krallik adina Kanada'da Ytiksek Misyon Temsilcisi, Af-
ganistanda Ozel Temsilci, Iranda ise Diplomatik temsilci olarak gérevyapmistir. Bu
gérevlerinin yaru sira Ispanya, Arjantin, ve Hindistanda diplomatik gérevler tst-
lenmistir.

TURKIYE VE KURT SORUNU JEOPOLITIK VE YENi BiR GiRIiSIM IMKANI

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of
Law at the Hastings College of Law, University of California
(San Francisco) and is renowned globally for her expertise in
transitional justice, international human rights law, and inter-
national humanitarian law. She has extensive knowledge of, and
experience in, post-conflict procedures in Latin America and Africa.
Roht-Arriaza has contributed to the defence of human rights through legal and
social counselling, her position as academic chair, and her published academic
works.

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinin San Francisco sehrin-
deki UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda 6gretim tyesi olarak
gérev yapmaktadir. Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, Insan Haklari Ihlalleri, Uluslararast
Ceza Hukuku ve Ktiresel Cevre Sorunlart gibi konular uzmanlk alanina girmek-
tedir.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal
Greens and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of
the Greens and the Equality and Democracy Party. He was pre-
viously a former leader of the now-defunct University Lecturers’
Union (Ogretim Elemanlar: Sendikasi) and was elected the chairman
of Freedom and Solidarity Party in 1996. Ufuk resigned from the leadership after
the 2002 general election. Ufuk ran a successful campaign as a “common candi-
date of the Left”, standing on the independents’ ticket, backed by Kurdish-based
Democratic Society Party and several left-wing, environmentalist and pro-peace
groups in the 2007 general election. He resigned from the Freedom and Solidar-
ity Party on 19 June 2009. After the Democratic Society Party was dissolved in
December 2009, he joined forces with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the Peace
and Democracy Party group. On 25 November 2012, he became a co-founder and
member of social liberal Greens and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a
merger of the Greens and the Equality and Democracy Party. Ufuk is a member
of the Dialogue Group and is the writer of several books on Turkish politics.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras Istanbul Universitesi [ktisat Fakultesinde lisans, ytksek
lisans ve doktora 6grenimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletvekili secilene kadar
Istanbul Universitesi Iktisat Faktltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararast Iliskiler Bé-
liimi'nde yardimci dogent doktor olarak gérev yapmustir. 22 Temmuz 2007 genel
secimlerinde Istanbul 1. Bélge'den bagimsiz milletvekili aday: olmustur. Secimle-
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rin sonucunda %3,85 orantyla yani 81.486 oy alarak Istanbul 1. Bélge'den ba-
gimsiz milletvekili olarak 23. dénem meclisine girmistir. Secimler éncesinde lider-
liginden ayrildigi Ozgtrliik ve Dayanisma Partisi (ODP) Genel baskanhgina 11
Subat 2008de yapilan 5. Olagan Kongresi'ni takiben geri donmusttr. 17 Haziran
20009 tarihinde, partinin dar grupcu bir anlayisa kaydig: distincesi ve sol siyase-
tin daha genis bir yelpazeye ulasmast iddiastyla bir grup arkadastyla Ozgurlik
ve Dayarisma Partisi'nden istifa etmistir. ODP'den ayrilistyla birlikte Esitlik ve
Demokrasi Partisi kurulus stirecine katilmistir. DTP'nin 19 Risiye dustp grupsuz
kalmasindan sonra, Kirt sorununun parlamentoda ¢6ziilmesi gerektigini savu-
narak Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP) grubuna katilmistir. Ufuk Uras, segim
stirecinde, kurulus cagrisini yaptigi Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisine iye olmustur.
25 Kasim 2012'de kurulan Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisinin kurucularindandir ve
ayni zamanda PM Uyesidir. Uras’in ¢ok sayidaki yayinlart arasinda “ODP Soyle-
sileri’, “Ideolojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist Arastirmalar: Destek Odlti), “Sezgici-
ligin Sonu mu?’, “Baska Bir Siyaset Mumkuin’, “Kurtulus Savasinda Sol’, “Siyaset
Yazilart” ve “Alternatif Siyaset Arayislart” “Sokaktan Parlamentoya” “Séz Meclis-
ten Disart” ve “Meclis Notlart” adli kitaplart da bulunmaktadir.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus

Professor Dr Sevtap Yokus is a Law Faculty Member at Istanbul
Altinbas University in the Department of Constitutional Law.
She holds a PhD in Public Law from the Faculty of Law, Istanbul
University, awarded in 1995 for her thesis which assessed the
state of emergency regime in Turkey with reference to the Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights. She is a widely published expert in the areas
of Constitutional Law and Human Rights and has multiple years’ experience of
working as a university lecturer at undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral
level. She also has experience of working as a lawyer in the European Court of
Human Rights.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus Istanbul Altinbas Universitesi Anayasa Hukuku Anabi-
lim Dali 6gretim tyesidir. Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Kamu Hukuku
Doktora Programi binyesinde basladigi doktorasini “Avrupa Insan Haklart S6z-
lesmesi'nin Tirkiye'de Olagantisti Hal Rejimine Etkisi” bashkl tezle 1995 yilinda
tamamlamustir. Akademik gérevi sirasinda lisans, ytiksek lisans ve doktora asa-
masinda dersler veren Prof. Dr. Yokus ézellikle Anayasa Hukuku ve Insan hakla-
ri Hukuk alaninda uzmanlasnustir. Ayrica Avrupa Insan Haklart Mahkemesine
basvuruda pratik avukatlik deneyimi de bulunmaktadir.
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