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THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

FOREWORD

The following report is written by Ali Bayramoglu, a journalist, writer and polit-

ical commentator from Turkey.

Mr Bayramoglu provides an examination of the current situation regarding the
opposition bloc’s approach to the Kurdish issue as well as the factors contrib-
uting to it, namely the current political climate in Turkey and recent internal
and external developments that have a bearing on the Kurdish issue. Through
analysing these factors, he sets out how and why the stances of the opposition
bloc as a whole and the individual parties within it have developed, and pro-

vides hypotheses for the potential ways they may evolve in the future.

Bayramoglu analyses Turkey’s current political climate, in terms of the dynam-
ics of the different political spheres of the ruling and opposition party blocs,
the inter- and intra- relationships between the two, and their respective rhet-
oric and agendas - noting that the ruling bloc is homogenous, while the oppo-
sition bloc is heterogenous. Though they share commonalities as they oppose
the new constitutional order and want a return to a parliamentary system, the
heterogeneous composition of the opposition bloc largely prevents it from act-
ing wholly in unison.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

ONSOz

Asagidaki analiz Turkiyeli yazar ve siyaset yorumcusu Ali Bayramoglu'na aittir.

Bayramoglu, muhalefet blogunun Kirt meselesine yaklasimina dair mevcut du-
rum ve buna katkida bulunan faktérler, yani mevcut siyasi iklim ve Kirt mese-
lesini etkileyen i¢ ve dis gelismeler hakkinda bir inceleme sunuyor. Yazar, bu
faktorleri inceleyerek hem bir biitin olarak muhalefet blogunun hem de ayri
ayr1 blogu olusturan partilerin Kirt meselesine yaklasimlarinin nasil ve nigin
gelistigini ortaya koyuyor ve ileride nasil bir noktaya evrilebilecegini deger-

lendiriyor.

Bayramoglu, Turkiye'deki mevcut siyasi iklimi, iktidar ve muhalefet bloklar: ar-
asindaki farkl siyasi dinamikler, bu ikisinin birbirileriyle ve kendi iclerindeki
iliskiler ve her birinin retorik ve giindemleri baglaminda analiz ediyor. Bunu
yaparken de iktidar blogunun homojen, muhalefet blogunun ise heterojen old-
uguna dikkat cekiyor. Her ne kadar yeni anayasal diizene itiraz etmek ve parla-
menter bir sisteme geri donus istegi hususlarinda ortak noktalar: olsa da mu-
halefet blogunun heterojen yapisi birlikte hareket etmelerinin éninde 6énemli

bir engel teskil ediyor.
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THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

Bayramoglu notes that the issue of the Kurdish resolution is now becoming
increasingly central to the opposition parties’ agenda. He argues one of the
reasons for this is the connection understood between the Kurdish issue and
democratic progress, one of the aforementioned commonalities. Due to this,
like the recent municipal elections, the Kurdish electorate find themselves in
a “kingmaker” position in which their vote is essential to win the upcoming
elections. Bayramoglu references the greater numbers of conservative Kurdish
voters distancing themselves from the AK Party, and the increase in vote share
for the HDP. The author outlines to what extent each of the opposition parties
have centralised the Kurdish issue within their platforms and the opportunities
and limits they face. Reminding the readers of the possible influences that the
changing political climate in Turkey and other developments such as Biden’s
election in the United States might have, the author discusses the different
ways the situation may further continue and develop, particularly for the op-

position bloc.

The views and opinions expressed in the report remain those of the author and

do not necessarily reflect the official position of DPI.

Kerim Yildiz

Chief Executive Officer
Democratic Progress Institute

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Yazar, Kurt meselesini ¢6zmenin artik muhalefet partilerinin giindeminde gi-
derek artan bir 6nem tasimaya basladigini séyliyor. Bunun sebeplerinden biri
Kurt meselesi ve yukarida bahsedilen ortak noktalardan biri olan demokratik
gelisim arasindaki iliskinin anlasilmis olmasi. Bu ytizden, tipki son belediye
secimlerinde oldugu gibi, Kirt segmen énumuzdeki secimlerde de iktidar: be-
lirleyen bir pozisyona sahip olacak. Bu baglamda, Bayramoglu giderek artan
saylida muhafazakar Kirt secmenin AK Partiden uzaklastigina ve HDP'nin oy-
larinin arttigina dikkat cekiyor. Yazar, ayri ayri her muhalefet partisinin Kurt
meselesini ne olcide temel meselesi haline getirdigini ve ilerde karsilasabi-
lecekleri zorluklar: ve imkanlar: inceliyor. Okurun dikkatini Tirkiye'de degisen
siyasi iklime ve Amerika'daki secimleri Biden'in kazanmasi gibi diger 6nemli
gelismelerin olasi etkilerine ¢eken yazar, 6zellikle muhalefet blogu icin mevcut

durumun nasil gelisebilecegini tartisryor.

Bu raporda beyan edilen degerlendirme ve gorisler yazarin kendisine aittir ve

DPI'in resmi gordsund yansitmaz.

Kerim Yildiz
Icra Kurulu Baskani
Demokratik Gelisim Enstittst
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THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

THE KURDISH ISSUE AND
THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN
THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

This report aims to look at the current situation concerning the opposition par-
ties’ stance on the Kurdish issue. Clearly, there is a specific framework to this
state of affairs. Some of the essential factors that contribute to this framework
are: the current political climate of Turkey, the lines along which political ri-
valry and conflicts occur, as well as the domestic and foreign developments
that have a political bearing on the Kurdish issue. The report will first consider
these factors, after which it will assess the opposition parties’ current as well as
potential policies regarding the Kurdish issue and conflict resolution.

I. THE POLITICAL CLIMATE

Three factors have recently determined Turkey’s political climate. These are (1) the
overall situation regarding the relationship between the public and politics, or in oth-
er words, the fault lines inherent in political life, (2) the discourse employed by the po-
litical parties or fronts, as well as the sensibilities and incidents shaped by these dis-
courses, and (3) certain structural features of the ruling power’s and the opposition’s
which, in turn, determine the political rivalry and overall relations between them.

AN OVERVIEW

The essential given in Turkey regarding politics and the public's engagement in pol-
itics is that there is polarisation; it began with the adoption of the Executive Presi-
dency and the two-round presidential election system and has solidified over time.

AK Party, MHP and BBP form the ruling bloc, or the People’s Alliance. In terms of
politics, this is a more or less homogeneous grouping. These parties act in unison
with regards to political decision-making, as well as presenting a unified front to
the public and in the parliament; they participate in elections together and support
one another.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

YENI KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA
KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA
SIYASi PARTILER

Bu degerlendirme Kurt meselesi ile muhalefet partileri arasindaki iliskilerin son
durumunu resmedecektir. Bu resim stphe yok ki, belli bir zemin Gizerinde olu-
suyor. Ulkedeki siyasi iklim, siyasi yarigsma ve gatisma hatlari, Kurt meselesini
siyasi bakimdan etkileyen ic ve dis gelismeler bu zeminin temel katmalaridir. De-
gerlendirme 6nce bu katmanlara deginecek, en nihayet muhalif partilerin Kirt
sorunu ve catisma ¢ozimundeki mevcut ve muhtemel politikalarini ele alacaktir.

I. SIYASI IKLIM

Turkiye'de son dénem siyasi iklimin t¢ belirleyici unsuru oldugu soylenebilir.
Bunlar sirasiyla (1) tlkedeki toplum-siyaset iliskilerinin genel gérunimu, diger
bir ifadeyle siyasi hayatin fay hatlari, (2) siyasi parti ya da cephelerin séylemi
ve buna bagl olusan hassasiyet haritasi veya giindem, (3) iktidar ve muhalefet
alanlarinin siyasi yarisi ve iligkileri belirleyen kimi yapisal ¢zellikleridir.

GENEL GORUNUM

Siyasi hayatin, siyaset-toplum iliskilerinin temel verisi, Cumhurbaskanlhg Hiki-
met ve iki turlu baskan secim sistemine gecisle birlikte baslayan ve kemiklesen
siyasi kutuplasma halidir.

Bilindigi Gzere, AKP, MHP ve BBP, Cumhur cephesini, iktidar blogunu olustu-
ruyorlar. Bu blok politik bakimdan daha homojen bir nitelik tasiyor. Siyasi ka-
rarlarda, toplum 6niinde alinan tavirlarda, parlamentoda birlikte davraniyorlar,
secimlere birlikte katiliyor, birbirlerini destekliyorlar.

Muhalif cephe ise heterojen bir yapida. Millet ittifaki ad: altinda CHP ve Yl
Parti, farkl politik egilimlerine ragmen ,daha cok secimlere yonelik bir ortaklik
icinde bulunuyorlar. HDP, SP, GP, DEVA gibi siyasi partiler ise, bu ittifak disin-
da yer almakla birlikte, yeni anayasal yapiya, populist ve otoriter uygulamalara
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THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

The opposition bloc, on the other hand, is heterogeneous. CHP and the Good Party,
having come together as the Nation Alliance, are in an electoral partnership despite
their different political leanings. Although they are not officially members of this
alliance, political parties such as HDP, the Felicity Party, Future Party and DEVA
are, in effect, part of it, in that they oppose the new constitutional order as well
as the populist and authoritarian practices of the regime and want a return to the
parliamentary system.

There is a precarious equilibrium between these two blocs. Findings of reputable
polling companies for the last two months indicate similar results. Among these,
the November findings of two important polling companies (Metropoll and Konda)
are as follows:

UNDECIDED

AKP 28.5 244
CHP 17.2 14.3
HDP 8.5 7.5
MHP 7.9 6.8
GOOD P 8.6 8.4
FELICITY P 1 3.51
DEVA 15 “
FUTURE 1 “
UNDECIDED 25,5 35

AKP 35.8 373
CHP 21.6 222
HDP 10.6 1.5
MHP 9.9 10.5
GOOD P 10.8 12.9
FELICITY P 1.25 540
DEVA 1.8 “
FUTURE 1.25 “

R/O 46/54 48/52

(1) 5,4% is the total of support for the Felicity Party, Future Party and DEVA.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

itiraz ve parlamenter sisteme donus ufkuyla muhalif cephenin etkin parcalarini
olusturuyorlar.

iki cephe arasinda bigak sirt1 bir denge bulunuyor. Son iki ayda ciddi ve giiveni-
lir kamuoyu arastirma sirketleri tarafindan yapilan sondajlar bu konuda benzer
bulgulara isaret ediyor. Bunlar arasinda, iki 6nemli arastirma grubunun (Metro-
poll ve Konda) Kasim ay1 arastirma sonuclari su sekilde:

KARARSIZLAR

AKP 28,5 24,4
CHP 17,2 14,3
HDP 8,5 7,5
MHP 7.9 6,8
iyip 8,6 8,4
Sp 1 3,51
DEVA 1,5 “
GELECEK 1 “
KARARSIZ 25,5 35

AKP 35,8 37,5
CHP 21,6 22,2
HDP 10,6 1,5
MHP 9,9 10,5
iyiP 10,8 12,9
Sp 1,25 5,4 M
DEVA 1,8 <
GELECEK 1,25 C
C/M 46/54 48/52

() Yiizde 5,4, SP, GP ve DEVA'nIn toplam oranidir.

"..

15



Pl

16

THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

The R/O initials, which stand for the ruling bloc (R) and the opposition (O),
clearly indicate how close they are to each other in terms of public support. It
must also be noted that this equilibrium has shifted by 1 to 2 points to the op-
position’s advantage in the last year.?

A significant point made by the charts above is that the percentage of “unde-
cided/protesting” votes is on the rise. According to the November polling of

” @

Metropoll, the percentage of those who answer “I am undecided,” “I won't vote”
or “no comment” have gone up from 22.3% in October to 25.5%, placing this
group right behind AK Party on the chart. According to Konda’s polling, the
same group is represented by 35%“ (up from 33.5% in October), placing it in
the first place on the chart, 11 points ahead of the political party with the most

votes. This steady rise peaked in November.

Until recently, the shifts in support observed in the polls had been from the
ruling bloc to the opposition; however, there has been a recent shift to the “un-
decided/abstain” bloc. In other words, the opposition bloc as well as the ruling
bloc has lost popular support in the last few months. According to Konda’s sur-
vey, the Good Party and HDP are the exceptions to this loss of support. Good
Party’s votes have gone up to 12.9% from 9.1%, and HDP’s to 11.5% from 11.3%;
during this time, all other political parties lost votes.

Considering the polarisation present everywhere in society, this situation rep-
resents a disgruntlement in terms of the relationship between the public and
politics; it denotes a kind of “crisis of politics”.

THE STATE OF AFFAIRS AND THE ATTENDING DISCOURSE

Four important concepts have come to dominate Turkey’s politics. These are:
“the bankruptcy of democracy”, “institutional collapse”, “economic crisis” and
“foreign policy”, or in other words, “geopolitical manoeuvres and the associated
nationalist consolidation”. Some or all of these factors are constantly at play; as
aresult, the political agenda as well as the behaviour of the political parties and

the electorate are formed in relation to them.

@) https://www.haberler.com/2020-anketleri-anket-sirketlerinin-tum-secim-13484055-haberi/
B3) Undecided: 12,3. Protesting: 9,3. No answer: 3,8
@) Undecided 26,9. Abstain: 8,1

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

iktidar (C) ve muhalefet (M) cephelerine isaret eden C/M rumuzlari, bicak sirti
dengeyi net bir sekilde ortaya koyuyor. Bu dengede ibrenin son bir yil icinde 1-2
puanla muhalefetin lehine déonmis oldugunu belirtmek gerekiyor.®

Yukaridaki tablolarin anlamli bulgularindan birisi, “kararsizlar/protestocular”

» o«

oraninin hizla artmasidir. Metropoll'in Kasim arastirmasinda “kararsizim”, “oy

» o«

vermeyecegim’, “cevap yok” diyenler, Ekim ayina oranla (22,3) ylizde 25,5e®
yukselerek, AK Parti'nin arkasindan ikinci siray: alirken, Konda’'nin sondajinda,
(Ekim: 33,5) ytuzde 35'le™, en cok oy alan siyasi partiye 11 puan fark atip birinci

sirada yer almistir. Bu gelisme Kasim ayinda zirve yapmistir.

Anketlerde oy kaymalari, bir siire ¢ncesine kadar, genel olarak iktidar cephe-
sinden muhalefet partilerine dogru gerceklesirken, son dénemde, “kararsiz/oy
vermeyecek” blogu istikametinde olmaya baslamistir. Diger bir ifadeyle, son bir
kac ay icinde, iktidar cephesi kadar muhalif alan da oy kaybina ugramistir. Kon-
da’'min anketine gore, bu toplu gerilemenin istinasini Iyl Parti ve HDP olustur-
maktadir. Iyi Parti'nin oy orani yuzde 9,7'den 12,9'a ¢ikmis, HDP'nin oy orani ise
yuzde 11,3'den 11,5%e yikselmis, diger tim siyasi partiler oy kaybetmistir.

Kutuplasmaya ragmen, Bu durum toplum-siyasi parti iliskileri bakimindan bir
memnuniyetsizlik haline, bir tur “siyaset krizi’ne isaret etmektedir.

GUNDEM VE SOYLEM

Ulke siyasetinde 6ne ¢ikan ve sureklilik tasiyan doért 6nemli kalem bulunuyor.
Bunlar, “demokratik iflas”, “kurumsal ¢okis”, “ekonomik kriz”, “dis politika” veya
diger ifadeyle “jeopolitik hamleler ve buna bagh milliyetci tahkimat’tan olusu-
yor. Bu unsurlardan kéh biri, kah digeri ya da ayni anda birkaci, olmad: hepsi
devreye giriyor ve giindem, siyasi parti tavirlari, se¢men egilimleri bu konular

tarafinda sekilleniyor.

Bu kalemler iki buyuk zit parcaya ayrilabilir. ilk parca, iktidar cenahinin ilham
kaynag: olan dis politik stratejiler ve milliyetci tahkimattan meydana geliyor.
Oteki parca ise muhalefet partilerinin siyasi alet ¢cantasini olusturan, kriz, iflas,
cokuslere dayal siyasi séylemden olusuyor

() https://www.haberler.com/2020-anketleri-anket-sirketlerinin-tum-secim-13484055-haberi/
B) Kararsiz: 12,3. Protesto ediyorum: 9,3. Cevap yok: 3,8
4 Kararsiz 26,9. Oy kullanmayacagim: 8,1
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THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

There are two opposing sides to these concepts. On the one hand, there is the
inspiration of the ruling bloc - the foreign policy and the nationalist consolida-
tion. On the other hand, is the political toolbox of the opposition: the political
discourse of crisis, collapse and failure.

Within this framework, the ruling bloc pursues a confrontational policy of
self-confidence based on geopolitical manoeuvres. It claims that the “new Tur-
key”, unsatisfied with the former regional status quo, wants to expand its zone
of sovereignty - in contravention to the Lausanne Agreement and the status
of the twelve Greek islands, if the words of MHP leader Devlet Bahgeli are to
be taken seriously. To this end, it has taken concrete actions which have yield-
ed partial results. The two “military-administrative” pockets in Northern Syria,
the two security zones, the military presence in Western Syria, the repeated
military operations and military bases in Iraqg, the Turkish troops in Libya, the
Turkish influence in Azerbaijan and Karabagh, the resettlement of Maras/Varo-
sha in Cyprus, the belligerent rhetoric employed with regard to the Aegean and
the attempts to reformulate the zones of sovereignty in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean are all instances of these concrete actions in Turkish politics. Never in
the history of Turkey up to this point have there been so many extraterritorial
operations at the same time, serving so many causes.

This state of affairs is not just a particular way of executing foreign policy; it is
at the centre of what the People’s Alliance understands of politics in general,
as well. At heart, the political discourse of the ruling bloc is formed in reaction
to perceived threats targeting Turkish-Islamic existence, as well as by its own
claims of and attempts at grandeur. Indeed, the synchronicity observed with
regard to contentious issues is, in itself, significant. Looking at all of these con-
tentious issues at once, it is not the content of the individual cases that attract
attention. Rather, there is a striking similarity in their timing, claims and con-
frontational language, all of which point towards a political intention and reali-
ty in their totality. This political reality is something beyond what is required by
national interests; it is a choice on the part of the ruling power. As such, there
is a dual function to each one of these contentious issues. On the one hand
they support the politics of expansion and grandeur, on the other hand they
contribute to nationalism. In this way, the People’s Alliance tells a new story
to Turkey, using a particular rhetoric. According to this story, a harsh military
presence is always the cornerstone of and in every conceivable way. Therefore,
there is an active connection between geopolitical manoeuvres and the con-
solidation of the current order. Indeed, the other rhetorical function of these

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

iktidar cephesi, bu gercevede, bir yandan jeopolitik hamlelerle dayali meydan
okuyucu bir 6zguven politikasi izliyor. Diger yandan yasam ve egemenlik alanini
genisletmek isteyen, (MHP lideri Bahgeli dikkate alinirsa, Lozan Antlasmas: ve
12 Aadalarin durumu dahil) eski bolgesel statiikoya itiraz eden yeni bir Turki-
ye iddiasi ortaya koyuyor. Bunlara yonelik kismen sonug veren somut hamleler
yapryor. Kuzey Suriye'de iki “askeri-idari cep”, iki gtvenli bélge, Bat1 Suriye'de
askeri varlik, Irak’'ta yinelenen askeri operasyonlar ve askeri usler, Libyada
Turk birlikleri, Azerbaycan'daki ve Karabag'daki Turkiye etkisi, Kibris'ta Maras
bélgesinin yerlesime tekrar acilmasi, Ege’de kuvvet kullanma soylemiyle karisik
zorlayia cikislar, Dogu Akdeniz'deki egemenlik alanlarinin yeniden cizilmesini
isteyen Turkiye siyaseti bu somut hamleler arasinda bulunuyor. Turkiye tari-
hinde hig¢ olmadig1 kadar ayn: anda bir ¢ok farkl hedefe yonelik sinir dis: askeri
operasyon yaplyor.

Bu durum sadece bir dis politika egilimden olusmuyor, Cumhur ittifaki'nin genel
siyaset anlayisinin merkezinde bu hamleler bulunuyor. Turk-islam varolusuna
yonelik tehdit-tehlike ile buyuklik iddiasi ve arayis, iktidar blogunun siyasi sdy-
lemini, olmadi bu séylemin cekirdegini ifade ediyor. Nitekim gerginlik bolgeleri-
ne dair es zamanlilik, kendi basina ciddi bir anlam tasiyor. Bu gerilimlere mesafe
alarak, ayni anda bakildig1 zaman, 6ne cikan husus, tek tek bu gerginliklerin
igerigi degildir. One ¢ikan, zamanlama, iddia ve meydan okuyucu dil bakimindan
hepsinin bir butun olarak tekabiil ettikleri siyasi niyet ve gercekliktir. Bu gercek-
lik, ulusal cikar gerekliliginden 6te bir duruma, siyasi iktidarin tercihine isaret
ediyor. Bu anlamda her gerginlik ikili bir islev gériiyor. Bir yandan genisleme ve
buyuklik siyasetini kusatiyor, ¢te yandan milliyetcigi besliyor ve destekliyor.
Cumhur ittifaki boylece ve bu dil Gizerinden tlkeye yeni bir hikaye anlatiyor. Bu
hikayede siyasetin merkezinde her anlamda ve alanda “sert militarist varolus”
politikalar1 bulunuyor. Dolayisiyla jeopolitik hamleler ile milliyetcilik ve mevcut
dizenin tahkimi arasinda etkili bir bag s6z konusu. Nitekim bu politikalarin di-
ger soylemsel ucu, ulkedeki kurumsal ¢okisu giclu siyasi irade olarak tercume
ediyor. Politikalariyla trettigi demokratik iflasi ise, bir iflas olarak degil, disip-
linli, huzurlu toplumun kendisi olarak acikliyor Ekonomik krizi tlkeye yonelik
kumpaslara baglyor. iktidar cephesinin ana séylemi ve olusturmaya calistig1
hakim giindem bu sekilde tanimlanabilir.

Muhalefetin daha heterojen bir yapida oldugu yukarida belirttik. Bu alanda
yer alan siyasi partilerin mesreplerine gore 6ne gikardiklar: meseleler, 6rnegin
CHP’in sosyo-ekonomik sorunlarin altini kuvvetle cizmesi, sosyal politikalar ve
igsizlik konusunun séyleminin ¢énemli pargas: olmasi, 6rnegin IYI Parti'nin milli-
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policies is that the institutional collapse evident everywhere in the country is
somehow translated into a strong political will. The bankruptcy of democracy
is interpreted not as a failure, but as the evidence of a disciplined and peaceful
society. The economic crisis is explained as a result of conspiracies and plots
targeting Turkey. Such is the overall rhetoric of the ruling bloc, as well as the
agenda it tries to maintain.

We noted above that in comparison to the ruling bloc, the opposition is more
heterogeneous in its composition. The differences among the opposition parties
are evident in how each party highlights particular issues according to its own
political leanings; for instance, CHP focuses on socio-economic issues, social
policies and unemployment, the Good Party foregrounds nationalist and cen-
trist values, DEVA places a stress on the market economy and rationality, the
Future Party highlights geopolitical issues and HDP centres its politics on the
Kurdish problem. What all these political parties have in common is that they
believe democratic and economic shocks would be enough to bring down the
ruling power in elections, and that the well-organised majority of the elector-
ate would act on such sensibilities. Under these circumstances, the opposition
parties have a certain distance among them and yet at the same time, they par-
ticipate in a common policy of criticism through common themes.® This is the
rhetoric and agenda of the opposition.

To go into further detail, the intensity of the ruling bloc’s authoritarian, pop-
ulist and hegemonic politics feeds into certain common attitudes and expec-
tations among the opposition. These shared expectations are (1) a return to
the parliamentary system and (2) reforming the current constitution, in which
checks and balances are wholly absent and instead there is a focus on the exec-
utive branch and the dominance of a single individual. Another commonality of
the opposition parties may be observed with regard to current politics. Indeed,
the number one action plan of all the opposition parties is resistance to, crit-
icism and replacement of the arbitrary and authoritarian policies pursued by
the People’s Alliance. The trio of institutional crisis, democratic decline and the
economic crisis forms the cornerstone of the opposition’s rhetorical agenda.

() Let us remember that forming an opposition bloc depends not just on shared attitudes, but also from the
pragmatic necessities dictated by electoral politics. In a system where the decisive presidential elections
follow the majoritarian two-round system and where no party can cross the 50% threshold by itself,
electoral success is possible through electoral and party coalitions. The current alliance law allows political
parties below the 10% national threshold to enter the parliament through the lists of bigger political
parties, and as a result, alliances in electoral campaigns become unavoidable.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

yetci ve merkez degerler Gizerinde hareket etmesi ya da DEVAnin piyasa ekono-
misi ve rasyonalite vurgusuyla 6ne ¢ikmasi, GP'nin jeopolitik konulardaki has-
sasiyeti, HDP'nin Kirt meselesi temel alan siyaseti bu farkliliklarin géstergeleri.
Buna karsin bu partilerin ortak noktasini demokratik ve ekonomik sarsintilarin
iktidarin secim kaybetmesi icin yeterli olacag: ve iyi organize edilmis cogunluk
secmenin bu tir bir hassasiyetlerle davranacagini varsaymalar: olusturuyor.
Tam muhalif partiler bu kosullarda, bir yandan birbirlerinden uzak duruyorlar,
bir yandan ise ortak temalarla, ortak bir “elestiri” siyasetine kilitlenmis durum-
dalar.® Muhalif alanda ortak sdylem ve giindemin bu oldugu séylenebilir.

Daha ayrintili ifade edilecek olursa, iktidar cephesinin izledigi otoriter, populist
ve hegemonyaci siyasetin keskinligi, muhalif cephede kimi tavir ve beklenti or-
takliklarini 6ne gikariyor. Bu beklenti ortakliklari, (1) parlamenter sistemi geri
dondis, (2) kuvvetler birligi fikrine dayanan, yuritme ve kisi hakimiyetini 6ne
citkaran mevcut anayasay! degistirmek olarak ifade edilebilir. Bunun yaninda
mubhalif partilerin bir baska ortak boéleni, cari siyaset alaninda karsimiza c¢iki-
yor. Nitekim tim muhalif partilerin temel gindem maddesi, Cumhur ittifaki'nin
otoriter ve keyfi politikalarina itiraz, bunlar: geriletmek ve ikame etmekten olu-
suyor. Kurumsal kriz, demokratik gerileme ve ekonomik kriz Gclisd, muhalif
soylem ve gindemin temel eksenlerini olusturuyor. Muhalif siyaset ise (par-
lamenter yapiya) geri donis, dizeltme ve itiraza dayaniyor. Ne tek tek siyasi
partilerin ne muhalif ortak tutumun se¢mene yeni bir hikaye anlattigi, gucla
bir perspektif, somut bir gelecek fikri verdigini soylenebilir. Son dénem muhalif
partilerde yasanan oy potansiyeli gerilemesinin bununla ilgili oldugu soylene-
bilir. Ornegin, HDP ve IYI Parti disindaki muhalif partilerin programlarinda yer
alan genel ilkeler disinda, uygulamada en cok itiraz ettikleri konuyla, yani Kirt
sorunuyla ilgili somut bir ¢6zim 6nerisi bulunmuyor. Ornegin iktidar blogunun
yeni Turkiye iddiasini oturttugu konularda muhalefet cenahinin siyaset 6nerisi
yok. Kimisi jeopolitik meseleleri I'YI Parti ve DEVA gibi siyaseten belirleyici bul-
muyor. Kimisi GP gibi bu konularda iktidarin dimen suyunda pozisyon aliyor.
Kimisi CHP gibi bicimsel ve etkisiz itirazlarla yetiniyor.

(5) Muhalif bir alanin olusmasinin sadece bu tutum ortakliklarindan degil, ayni zamanda ittifak siyaseti
gereklerinden de dogdugunu hatirlatmak gerekir. Belirleyici baskanlik yarisinin cogunlukeu iki turlu
secimlerle yapildigi bir sistemde, buna ilave olarak hig bir siyasi partinin kendi basina yiizde 50'yi
gecemedigi bir denge ortaminda, secim basarisi, secmen ve parti koalisyonlarindan gegmektedir. Ayrica
mevcut ittifak yasasi, ylizde 10'luk tilke barajinin altinda kalan siyasi partilere, biy(k partilerin listeleri
lzerinden parlamentoya girme imkani tanimakta, bu durumda, secim kampanyasi uzlasmalari kaginilmaz
hale gelmektedir.

1'..
21 ®



Pl

22

THE KURDISH ISSUE AND THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS

Oppositional politics demand a return to the parliamentary system, as well as
voicing objections and calls for reforms. Neither any of the opposition parties
in themselves nor the opposition bloc are able to offer a new story or a strong,
alternative vision of the future to the electorate. The recent decline in potential
votes for the opposition parties is likely related to this. For instance, with the
exception HDP and the Good Party, none of the opposition parties have any
concrete suggestions about the resolution of the Kurdish problem apart from
the general principles outlined in their party programme, even though they have
extensive criticisms regarding past practices on this topic. The opposition has
no policy suggestions in areas where the ruling bloc establishes its claims for a
new Turkey. Some, like the Good Party and DEVA, don’t think that geopolitical
issues are crucial. Others, like the Future Party, model their position after the
ruling power. And some like CHP raise ineffectual and merely formal objections.

From this point of view, the essential fault-line in Turkey’s politics exists be-
tween crisis and consolidation; between the ruling power’s policies and the
objections raised against these policies.

A FRAGMENTED POLITICAL SPHERE

Political fragmentation means that intrarelationships within each of the poles,
to the extent that there are multiple actors, are as politically significant as the
conflict between the two poles. In other words, the inter-polar and intra-polar
relations are significant because they highlight two kinds of political arenas and
three kinds of political relations as particularly significant. Turkish politics of
recent years is a prime example of this state of affairs.

within this framework, Turkey’s political sphere in the recent past displays two
particular tendencies.

On the one hand, there exists the spheres, or realms, of the ruling power and
the opposition as two separate entities; they have their separate political equi-
libriums and networks and they constitute two distinct political spheres. As a
result, we are presented with three determining factors: intrarelationships of
the ruling bloc, intrarelationships of the opposition and the interrelationship
between the ruling and the opposition blocs - these are both distinct yet relat-
ed spheres.

On the other hand, each of these political spheres have multiple actors, with
none dominating above the others. Because none of the actors have the power
to single-handedly determine the course of their own spheres, the relations

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Bu acidan bakinca ulkede siyasette temel celiskinin ve yarisin, “kriz ile tahkimat”
arasinda, iktidarin politikalariyla bunlara itiraz arasinda yasaniyor.

PARCALI SiYASi ALANLAR

Siyasal kutuplasma, kutuplar arasi ¢atismalar kadar, ¢cok aktorld olduklar: oran-
da her bir kutbun icgindeki iliskileri de siyasi bakimdan ¢énemli kilar. Diger bir
ifadeyle kutuplar arasi ve ici iliskilerin 6nemi, iki siyasi alan ve ug tip siyasi
iliskiyi belirleyici unsurlar olarak ¢ne ¢ikarmasidir. Tirk siyaseti son dénemi bu
duruma tipik bir ¢érnek olusturuyor.

Bu bakimdan siyasi saha Turkiye'de son donemde iki 6zellik tasimaktadir.

Bir yandan iktidar ve muhalefet alanlar: iki ayr1 siyasi denge ve iliski diinya-
s1 olarak varligini sirdurmekte, iki siyasi alan olusturmaktadir. Boylece iktidar
alanu ici iligkiler, muhalefet alanu ici iliskiler ve iktidar-muhalefet iliskileri olmak
Uzeri ¢ ayri ve i¢ ice “belirleyen” karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Diger yandan bu siyasi alanlar hem c¢ok aktorlidir, hem tek bir aktérin tam
egemenliginde olmaktan uzaktir. Alanlarin ¢ok aktorla olmast, hic bir aktoriun
ait oldugu alani tek basina belirleyecek giice sahip bulunmamasi, bunlar arasin-
daki iliskileri ve dengeyi siyasi hayat icin tayin edici bir unsur haline getirmek-
tedir. Alan ici aktorler arasi iliskiler, pazarliklar, uzlasmalar, ayrismalar seklinde
meydana gelmekte, bu durum etkilesim ve ittifaklara agik ve mecburi siyasi ilis-
kilerin varligina isaret etmektedir.

Bu cerceve siyasette iki ayri agirlik noktasimin varhigini gosterir. Bir yanda ik-
tidar ve muhalefet alanlari arasindaki iliskilerin olusturdugu bir siyasi agirlik
merkezi bulunmaktadir. Ote yanda ise, her bir siyasi alanda ya da o alanin kimi
aktorleri arasinda, ortak fayda ve duyarliliklar, farkhliklar Gzerinden olusan bir
‘alan ici siyaset’ merkezi, bir agirlik noktasi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Agustos ayinda yayinlanan bir degerlendirmemizde bu konuya 6zellikle su satir-
larla deginmistik: “AKP-MHP ittifakinda i¢ denge artan bir 6nem tasimaktadur.
iktidar alaninda siyaset ve séylem tretimi ve degisimi, bugiin itibariyla, birbirine
bagiml siyasi aktorler arasindaki iliskilere endeksli hale gelmistir.”® Tek basina

6) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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and balance among the actors are crucial for politics. Within each sphere there
are negotiations, compromises and divergences among the actors; which means
that as a rule, there has to be interaction and alliances among the actors in or-
der for politics to function.

within this framework, there are two distinct loci of power in Turkish politics.
On the one hand, there is a locus of power constituted by the relationships
between the ruling and opposition blocs. On the other hand, there is a locus of
power within each political sphere, or among several actors of that particular
sphere, based on common interest and sensibilities as well as differences; a sort
of centre for “internal” politics.

In a report published in August we highlighted this issue in the following pas-
sage: “Internal equilibrium is increasingly important for the AKP — MHP alli-
ance. As things stand, the politics and discourse of the ruling bloc is dependent
on the relations between political actors who, in turn, are dependent on one
another.”® MHP has difficulties with crossing the nationwide electoral thresh-
old on its own, and in order to enter the parliament and survive there, it has to
collaborate with AK Party and to compete in elections through alliance lists. In
turn, surveys indicate that popular support for Erdogan alone is around 40%
and as such, he needs MHP’s support to be elected president.

The same is true for the opposition. “Because of their mutual dependency, the
political sphere constituted by the opposition parties is different from its con-
stituent parts - that is, the political parties - at least in the way it wields its
power and conducts its politics; it is perhaps more meaningful, also.”” CHP
is the driving force behind this bloc. Political relationships and alliances are
likewise fragmented among the opposition parties and are often established
indirectly. Indeed, the Good Party was able to participate in the 2018 general
elections and form a group in the parliament thanks to CHP’s support, and the
Nation Alliance they established together. In the 2019 local elections, CHP can-
didates in some places, most notably in Istanbul, were elected thanks to their
close cooperation with HDP. At the same time, the heterogeneous composition
of the opposition bloc predominates. Such examples make it easier for political

(6) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
@) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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ulusal baraji gecmekte zorlanan ve zorlanacak olan MHP, meclise girebilmek,
parlamenter hayatta varlig sirdirebilmek icin AKPyle isbirligine, secimlere it-
tifak listeleriyle girmeye muhtactir. Buna karsilik anketlerde tek basina alacagi
oy orani ylzde 40 civarinda olan Erdogan’in yeniden cumhurbaskanligina seci-
lebilmesi MHP'nin destegini gerektirmektedir.

Ayni gorintt muhalif alanda da belirgindir. “Muhalif partilerin olusturduklar:
siyasi alan, karsilikli bagimliliklarindan 6tird, onu olusturan parcalardan, yani
her bir muhalif siyasi partinin tekil varligindan, en azindan gii¢ ve siyaset tarzi
olarak daha farkli, belki de fazla anlam tasimaktadir.”” Bu alanin lokomotif giici
CHP'dir. Muhalif alanda siyasi iliski ve ittifaklar da parcalidir ve capraz sekilde
kurulmaktadir. Nitekim 2018 Genel segimlerinde YT Parti’'nin mecliste grup kur-
masi ve secimlere katilabilmesi, daha sonra parlamentoda yer almasi1 CHP des-
tegiyle ve onunla kurdugu Millet ittifakr'yla gergeklesti. 2019 Yerel Yonetim se-
cimlerinde basta Istanbul olmak tizere, kimi yérelerde CHP'li adaylarin secilmesi
HDP'yle dirsek temasi sayesinde mimkin oldu. Bununla birlikte muhalif alanin
siyasi heterojenligi baskin bir unsurdur. Bu tir érnekler siyasi partilerin tema-
tik ve kurumsal yakinlasmalarina zemin hazirlamakta, ancak bu heterojen yap1
asilmasi gug gorinmektedir. Ornegin IYI Parti'nin HDP'ye yonelik redgi yaklasi-
m1 muhalif cephe partilerinin muhtemel bir secimde birlikte hareket etmesinin
onunde engeldir. Nitekim, muhalif alanin agirlhigi, onu olusturan aktérlerin po-
tansiyel oy giiciiyle hesaplansa da, su ana kadar bu partiler (2019 yerel yonetim
secimlerinde, 6rnegin Istanbul'da, segmen bazinda olusan kimi ittifaklar dikkate
alinmazsa) hep beraber hareket etmemislerdir.

) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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parties to establish thematical and institutional alliances, but the heterogeneity
is difficult to overcome. For instance, Good Party’s refusal to work alongside
HDP is a barrier to the opposition bloc acting in unison in a potential election.
Even though the power of the opposition bloc is calculated according to the
potential votes of the actors constituting the bloc, so far these parties have
never acted entirely in unison (disregarding certain alliances on the part of the
voters that took place during the 2019 local elections, for instance, in Istanbul).

Il. NEW DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING
THE KURDISH ISSUE

What are some of the developments regarding the Kurdish issue, or factors re-
lated to it? Let us consider this in terms of both internal and external dynamics.

IN TERMS OF INTERNAL POLITICAL DYNAMICS
There are three things to be noted in this regard.

1. HDP, the representative par excellence of the Kurdish issue and the Kurd-
ish region, continues to bolster and expand its electorate. As we noted in the
previous section, HDP is one of the very few political parties which has been
able to increase its potential voters. It has consolidated the 10-13% electoral
support it first garnered in the presidential election of August 2014; both
HDP and the Kurdish issue thus continues to be decisively important for
both political blocs. 11-12% of the opposition’s projected popular support
of 52-54% (according to the latest polls) belongs to HDP supporters. There
are also conservative Kurdish voters who have lately been alienated by AK
Party and its harsh anti-Kurdish policies, and this quantitatively significant
demographic is certainly something to consider for the opposition parties.
As such, there is a cautious yet definite stir around the Kurdish issue. This
development can be observed in the opposition parties’ recent discourse and
target electorate.

2. The ruling bloc insists on an anti-Kurdish attitude that ignores Kurds’ de-
mands, ostracises HDP and associates it with terrorism. Some recent crises
such as the economic downturn, changes in the international state of af-
fairs such as the election of Biden as US President, attempts to repair rela-
tions with the EU and insisting on reforms all bypass the Kurdish issue. The
security-based approach persists in the discourse and in certain practices.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Il. KURT SORUNUNU KUSATAN YENI GIRDILER

Kirt sorunuyla veya bu sorunu kusatan faktorlerle ilgili gelismeler neler? Bu
konuya i¢ ve dis dinamikler bakimindan ayr1 ayri1 deginmekte fayda var.

IC SIYASi DINAMIKLER BAKIMINDAN

Bu bakimdan ¢ hususun altini ¢izmek gerekiyor.

1. Kirt sorunu ve Ktrt bélgesinin ayricalikli temsilcisi HDP'nin se¢gmen yapi-
styla olusturdugu agirlik artarak devam ediyor. Bir énceki béltimde belirti-
gimiz gibi HDP se¢cmen potansiyelini arttiran nadir siyasi partilerden birisi.
Agustos 2014 cumhurbaskanlhgt se¢imleriyle birlikte ulastigi yiizde 10-13'l4k
oy miktart yerlesik hale gelmis bulunan HDP ve onun tzerinden Kirt mese-
lesi, her iki siyasi kutup icin de belirleyici bir énem tasimaya devam ediyor.
Muhalefetin, son arastirmalarda varsayilan ytizde 52-54liik oy miktarinin
ylizde 11-12’sini HDP se¢meni olusturuyor. Bunun yaninda “anti-Kirt” sert
politikalart itibariyle AKP'den uzaklasan muhafazakar Kiirt se¢menin nice-
liksel 6nemi ve arayislari, muhalif partileri icin bir cekim, en azindan dikkat
merkezi olusturuyor. Bu durum Ktirt meselesi etrafinda temkinli de olsa bir
hareketlenmeye yol agtyor. Muhalefet partilerinin son dénem sdylemleri ve
hedef se¢cmen Ritleleri bakimindan bu, gézlemlenebilir bir gelisme.

2. Iktidar cephesi Kiirt taleplerini ve HDP'yi dislayan, terérle 6zdeslestiren
“anti-Kuart” tutumundan taviz vermiyor. Yasanan kimi krizler, 6rnegin eko-
nomik sarsinti, uluslararast konjonktir degisiklikleri, érnegin Bidenin ABD
baskani secilmesi, AB’yle iliskileri koparmama, hatta diizeltme arayisi, bun-
larin trettigi reform séylemi, Kirt meselesine degmiyor, bu meseleyi teget
geciyor. Asayisci tutum, séylem ve kimi uygulamalarla devam ediyor.

Bunun yakin érnekleri arasinda Temmuz ayinda HDP Batman Belediye Bas-
kRani’min®, Ekim ayinda HDP Kars Belediye Baskani’nin aralarinda bulun-
dugu 17 siyasetcinin® ve Kasim ayinda Sisli Belediye Baskan Yardimcisinin
tutuklanmasi yer aliyor. Bu tutuklanmalar, siyasi alant HDP'den temizlemek

) https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/son-dakika-haberi-hdpli-belediye-baskani-mehmet-demir-silahli-
teror-orgutune-uye-olmak-sucundan-tutuklandi-41570575

) https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/17-hdpli-tutuklandi-41626835
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For instance, HDP’s Batman mayor was arrested in July®, its Kars mayor and
16 other politicians in October®), and the Sisli deputy mayor in November.
The intention behind these arrests is to push HDP out of politics. Indeed, the
manufactured causes of these purges are based on retroactive investiga-
tions of such things as the Kobane events of 2014.1°) Another case in point
is the court cases brought against DTK (Democratic Society Congress). DTK
was a civil society organisation founded in 2007 in order to contribute to
the peaceful and democratic resolution of the Kurdish problem. NGO repre-
sentatives, academics, MPs and mayors would attend its meetings and the
press had a great deal of interest in such events. Today, investigations and
cases first brought against these participants in 2016 systematically result
in imprisonment. In a way, these cases and sentences signify a blanket ban
on “meddling in” or having any dealings with the Kurdish issue; the intention
is to cut any and all links between the public, politics, the press and univer-
sities and the Kurdish issue. Most recently, Aysegtil Dogan, journalist, who
is also a member of DPI's Board of Experts, was sentenced to imprisonment
for supposedly being a member of a terrorist organisation, all because she
had participated in a DTK meeting.™

It bears repeating that in terms of internal dynamics, nothing has changed
for the ruling bloc as of the autumn and winter of 2020.

3. At the same time, there are certain vulnerable points to Erdogan’s oth-
erwise consistently authoritarian approach to the Kurdish issue. He wishes
to win back the support of the alienated conservative Kurds and also to be
ready to meet the demands of the new international order (Biden as presi-
dent, tensions with EU). As a result, we see Erdogan engaging in a number
of contradictory activities, unexpected in the context of his political stance
or considering other options. The support of conservative Kurds is signifi-
cant particularly in the context of new circumstances that may be brought
about by Biden’s policies, as the new situation may once again bring the
Kurdish issue to the forefront.

@) https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/son-dakika-haberi-hdpli-belediye-baskani-mehmet-demir-silahli-

teror-orgutune-uye-olmak-sucundan-tutuklandi-41570575

) https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/17-hdpli-tutuklandi-41626835
(10) https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/sisli-belediye-baskan-yardimcisi-yavuz-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-1795615
(1) https://t24.com.tr/video/6-yil-3-ay-hapis-cezasi-verilen-gazeteci-aysegul-dogan-gazetecilik-

disinda-hicbir-sey-yapmadim,34692
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amacini tastyor. Nitekim, biiytik kismi bu temizlik icin tretilen vesileler geriye
doéntk olarak 2014 Kobani olaylari®® gibi konularda yeni agilan sorustur-
malardan kaynaklantyor. Bir diger érnek, DTK (Demokratik Toplum Kong-
resi) davalaridir. DTK, 2007 yilinda Kirt sorununun demokratik ve barisgil
¢oziimtine katki niyetiyle kurulan, bir sivil toplum érgtttydu. Toplantilarina
sivil toplum érgtitt temsilcileri, akademisyenler, milletvekilleri, belediye bas-
kanlart katilir, basin bunlart yogun bir ilgiyle takip ederdi. O toplantilara
katilanlar hakkinda 2016’ta agilan sorusturma ve davalar, bugtin, sistematik
olarak cezalarla sonuglaniyor. Bu dava ve cezalar, bir anlamda Ktirt mese-
lesine “karisma ve temas etme” yasagini ifade ediyorlar ve toplum, siyaset,
basin, tiniversiteler ile Kiirt meselesi arasindaki baglar: koparmay: hedefli-
yorlar. Son olarak ve DPI Uzmanlar Kurulu Uyesi gazeteci Aysegil Dogan bir
DTK toplantisina kRatildigi, terdr 6rgtitii tiyesi olarak hapse mahkum edildi.™

Sonug olarak, tekrar etmek gerekirse, i¢c dinamikler bakimindan iktidar cep-
hesinde, 2020 sonbahar ve kist itibariyle yeni bir tutumdan s6z edilemez.

3. Bununla birlikte Erdojan’in Ktirt meselesinde istikrarl otoriter yaklasimi-
nin kimi kirllgan noktalart bulunuyor. Muhafazakar Kirt se¢gmeninin AKP’y-
le arasina mesafe koyma egilimini durdurma arzusu, uluslararast konjonk-
turitn yeni girdilerini (Biden, AB’yle gerilim) karsilama hazirligi, Erdogan’
birbiriyle celisen, ana politik ¢izgisinin disina uzanabilen, farkli hamleler
yapmasina ya da alternatifleri devrede tutmasina yol aciyor. Muhafazakar
Kurt secmenin énemi, bir yandan Biden politikalarinin gerektirecegi yeni ko-
sullar ihtimalini, diger yandan bu alternatifli tutumun merkezine Ktrt mese-
lesini yerlestiriyor.

(10) https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/sisli-belediye-baskan-yardimcisi-yavuz-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-1795615
(1) https://t24.com.tr/video/6-yil-3-ay-hapis-cezasi-verilen-gazeteci-aysegul-dogan-gazetecilik-

disinda-hicbir-sey-yapmadim,34692
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There are both backstage rumours and clear evidence on this subject. To be-
gin with, Ibrahim Kalin, presidential spokesperson and the deputy chair of
the Presidential Security and Foreign Policy Board, has recently established
contact with some NGOs on the matter of Kurdish voters and their expec-
tations. Similarly, Presidential Senior Advisor Gtlsen Orhan, who is herself
Kurdish, has met businesspeople and opinion leaders in Diyarbakir several
times regarding the resolution of the Kurdish issue. Irfan Aktan’s interview
in the daily Duvar with Mehmet Kaya, the chair of Diyarbakir Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, titled “We are at the threshold of a new resolu-
tion process” was interesting in this regard. In the interview, Kaya says
the following: “The current situation in Turkey is unsustainable. Neither the
economic resources of the country, its social composition nor its regional
relations are conducive to sustaining the Kurdish issue in this way. It must
be resolved. As the Diyarbakir Chamber of Commerce and Industry we are
also in talks with AK Party, and inform them about the various problems.
In our talks we observe how AK Party is also aware that the current poli-
cies can serve no constructive purpose. The resolution process of 2013-2015
started because the domestic and foreign problems experienced as a result
of the Kurdish issue had become unsupportable. There was a widespread
acceptance through the state institutions and ranks that, left unresolved,
the Kurdish issue would drag Turkey into a quagmire. I feel at a liberty to
observe that what I say now is more than wishful thinking, it is rather an as-
sessment based on the opinions we have formed from looking at the state of
affairs in Turkey, its trajectory as well as the talks we have been having.”"?

The journalist Murat Sabuncu made the following interesting remarks regarding this
interview: “After reading Mehmet Kaya'’s interview I talked to my sources in Ankara
and Diyarbakir. What they tell me is this: ‘A while ago, Presidential Senior Advisor
Gulsen Orhan met with a group of businesspeople and opinion leaders in Diyarbakir.
(The names of these individuals have also been passed on to me, but I'm not disclos-
ing them since I haven't asked for everyone’s permission to do so.) In these meetings,
opinions were exchanged on the resolution of the Kurdish issue. The participants
believed that there was a new impetus in this regard. Gilsen Orhan is from Van,
Bahgesaray. She was previously an AK Party MP. She is the daughter of Naci Orhan,
a former mayor of Bahgesaray Municipality..” One of the participants said, ‘Orhan

(12) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/mehmet-kaya-yeni-bir-cozum-surecinin-kiyisindayiz-makale-1507050
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Bu konuda kimi kulis bilgileri ve acik bulgular mevcut. Bunlardan birincisi, Cum-
hurbaskanligi s6zcisi ve Cumhurbaskanhigi Guvenlik ve Dis Politikalar Kurulu
Bagkan Vekili ibrahim Kalin'in, Kurt secmen ve bolge beklentileri gibi konularda
kimi sivil toplum 6rgitleriyle kurdugu temaslardir. Bir digeri, benzer bir sekilde,
kendisi de Kurt olan Cumhurbaskan: Basdanigsmani Gilsen Orhan’in Diyarba-
kirda is adamlar: ve kanaat 6nderleriyle yaptigl, Kirt sorununun ¢ézumu uze-
rine goriusmelerdir. Gazete Duvar'da Irfan Aktan'in Diyarbakir Ticaret ve Sanayi
Odas: Baskan1 Mehmet Kaya'yla yaptig1 ve “Yeni bir ¢ézim strecinin esiginde-
yiz” bashgiyla yayinladig: séylesi bu bakimdan dikkat cekiciydi. Kaya sunlari
soyluyordu: “Mevcut yol Turkiye acisindan sirdurilebilir degil. Ne ulkenin eko-
nomik kaynaklar: ne toplumsal yapisi ne de bdlgesel iliskiler Kirt sorununu bu
haliyle strdurilebilir kilar. Coztlmek zorunda. Ote yandan biz Diyarbakir Tica-
ret ve Sanayi Odasi olarak AK Parti'yle de gériisiiyor, sorunlari onlara iletiyoruz.
Yaptigimiz gorismelerden, onlarin da mevcut politikayla yol alinamayacaginin
farkinda olduklarini gértyoruz. 2013-2015 tarihlerindeki ¢ozim streci de, Kirt
sorunundan kaynakli i¢ ve dis sorunlarin ustesinden gelinemez noktaya gelin-
mesi Gzerine baslatilmisti. Devletin tim kademelerinde, Kirt sorununun ¢6zil-
mesi gerektigi, aksi halde ulkenin bir batakliga striiklendigi kanaati hakimdi.
Dogrusu bunun temenniyi astigini, Gilkenin kosullarindan, gidisatindan, yaptigi-
miz gorismelerden edindigimiz kanaatten kaynakli bir degerlendirme oldugunu
soyleyebilirim.”?

Gazeteci Murat Sabuncu’nun bu konuda aktardig: bilgiler de dikkate deger. Bu
soylesi Uizerine sunlar: yaziyordu: “Mehmet Kaya'nin séylesisini okuduktan son-
ra Ankara ve Diyarbakirdaki kaynaklarimla géristum. Bana aktardiklar: bilgi
soyle: ‘Bundan bir siire 6nce Cumhurbaskani Basdanismani Gilsen Orhan Diyar-
bakirda is insanlarindan kanaat 6nderlerine bir grup isimle goristu. (Gortsulen
isimler bana iletildi ama teker teker izin almak gerektigi icin yazmiyorum.) Bu
gorismelerde Kurt sorununun ¢ézimu uzerine gorus alisverisinde bulunuldu.
Gorusmelere katilanlar bu konuda yeni bir arayis oldugunu duisinduler. Gul-
sen Orhan, Van Bahgesarayli. Daha 6nce AKP'den milletvekili secilmis bir isim.
Bahgesaray Belediye Baskanlig1 yapmis Naci Orhan'in kizi...” Gérusenlerden biri
‘Orhan Cumhurbaskan: Erdogan’in yakini ve bolgeyi-sorunlarini bilen isim, si-

(12) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/mehmet-kaya-yeni-bir-cozum-surecinin-kiyisindayiz-makale-1507050
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is close to Erdogan and she knows about the region and its problems; therefore, it
wasn't just a casual meeting...”®® Sabuncu’s article continues as follows: “A source in
Ankara says, ‘Devlet Bahgeli is aware of these meetings and he is not pleased about
them.” Another source in Diyarbakir who is closely following the process offered a
summary of the situation: ‘This news about President Erdogan attempting this new
thing have less to do with hope and more with pragmatically shifting positions in or-
der to accommodate the demands of a new period heralded by Biden’s election - at
least, this is my interpretation.”

Two observations follow from all this:

»> Even though there are hard limits to Erdogan’s pragmatism and potential actions
in the Kurdish issue because of the alliance with MHP, they still have the potential
to herald a return to politics.

> Such a return has the power to affect other political parties, be it positively or neg-
atively. It might encourage the opposition parties to take action regarding the Kurd-
ishissue or it might provoke politics within the ruling bloc, as in the instance of MHP.

Indeed, MHP leader Bahgeli was recently upset and belligerent over no apparent cause,
targeting HDP and through HDP, the Kurdish issue and relevant sensibilities: “This band
of enmity and treachery called HDP hides behind democracy, makes itself a shield of
freedom and human rights and challenges Turkey from there. HDP is a terrorism prob-
lem, it is a den of separatism, a source of sedition, an evil gun aimed at our democratic
security. Things cannot go on as they are. Law and justice must prevail; HDP must be
shut down, never to rise up again. Turkish politics has no more room to put up with HDP.
This nest of terrorism and separatism must be dismantled.”® The deputy chair of the
party Semih Yalcin went one step further when he said, “HDP/PKK is a horde of political
vermin that must be exterminated in its entirety”."®

It is likely that these statements were made in anticipation of AK Party’s alter-
nate plans.

(13) https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/murat-sabuncu/bahceli-yi-cumhurbaskani-basdanismaninin-diyarbakir-
daki-temas-ve-arayislari-mi-kizdirdi,29038

(14) https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/murat-sabuncu/bahceli-yi-cumhurbaskani-basdanismaninin-diyarbakir-daki-
temas-ve-arayislari-mi-kizdirdi,29038

(15) https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/bahceli-hdpnin-kapisina-acilmamak-uzere-kilit-
vurulmalidir-537858.html

(16) https://t24.com.tr/haber/mhp-genel-baskan-yardimcisi-semih-yalcin-hdp-pkk-kamilen-itlafi-gereken-
bir-siyasi-hasere-surusudur,920158
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radan bir gérisme degildi’ diye konustu...”" Sabuncu'nun yazisinin devaminda
su satirlar yer aliyordu: “Ankara’dan bir kaynak ‘Devlet Bey bu gérismelerden
haberdar ve hosnut degil’ diye konustu. Diyarbakir'dan streci yakindan izleyen
bir diger kaynak ise durumu soyle ¢zetledi: “Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in arayis
icinde oldugu yolundaki haberleri umutla degil, basta Biden'in goreve gelisiyle
olusacak yeni donem ile ilgili pragmatist bir pozisyon alma olarak okuyorum.”

Bu ipuclarindan hareketle iki hususun altini ¢izmek gerekir.

» Erdogan’in pragmatizmi ve alternatif hamleleri Kirt meselesinde MHP'den
ve angajmanlarindan 6tird ciddi sinirlar tasisa da, siyasete dénis anlamin-
da bir hareket alan1 dogurma ihtimaline sahip gorinmektedir.

» Bu alan, diger siyasi partileri de olumlu ve olumsuz etkileme giicine sa-
hiptir. Muhalif partileri Kirt meselesine dogru hareketlenmeye tesvik etmesi
ya da MHP o¢rneginde oldugu gibi iktidar blogu ici siyaseti tahrik etmesi
beklenir.

Nitekim MHP lideri Bahgeli, bir siire 6nce, ortada somut bir gelisme yokken, bir
anda celallenerek, su sozlerle HDP’yi, HDP Uzerinden Kurt sorunu ve hassasi-
yetleri konu aliyordu: “HDP isimli husumet ve hiyanet olusumu, demokrasinin
ardina saklanarak ¢zgurlik ve insan haklar: siginigina yuvalanarak Turkiye'ye
meydan okumaktadir. HDP bir terér sorunudur, bolicilik yuvasidir, fitne tez-
gahidir, demokratik giivenligimize dogrulmus melun bir silahtir. Bu kervan boy-
le gitmemelidir. Adalet ve hukuk devreye girmeli, HDP'nin kapisina agilmamak
Uzere kilit vurulmahdir. HDP’yi Turk siyasetinin tasima ve hazmetme kapasitesi
dolmustur. Bu teror ve boluculik yatag: kapatilmalidir.”®® Partinin genel baskan
yardimcisi Semih Yalcin ise, daha ileri giderek, “HDP/PKK kamilen itlafi gereken
bir siyasi hasere strtisidir’®® diyordu.

Bu citkisin AK Parti'nin alternatif hamlelerini hedef aldig: ciddi bir ihtimaldir.

(13) https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/murat-sabuncu/bahceli-yi-cumhurbaskani-basdanismaninin-diyarbakir-
daki-temas-ve-arayislari-mi-kizdirdi, 29038

(14) https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/murat-sabuncu/bahceli-yi-cumhurbaskani-basdanismaninin-diyarbakir-daki-
temas-ve-arayislari-mi-kizdirdi,29038

(15) https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/bahceli-hdpnin-kapisina-acilmamak-uzere-kilit-
vurulmalidir-537858.html

(16) https://t24.com.tr/haber/mhp-genel-baskan-yardimcisi-semih-yalcin-hdp-pkk-kamilen-itlafi-gereken-
bir-siyasi-hasere-surusudur,920158
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IN TERMS OF EXTERNAL DYNAMICS

Biden’s election heralds changes in certain critical areas for Turkey, and as such, AK
Party’s geopolitical strategy will be put to a formidable test. The critical issues are,
as is well known, the S-400s (Biden’s term will begin with sanctions that were an-
nounced during the Trump presidency), Cyprus/Varosha, Eastern Mediterranean as
well as the Kurds outside Turkey’s borders, especially the situation in Northern Syria.

During the Trump era there was a level of stability sustained through the per-
sonal relationship between the two leaders, Washington letting Turkey get away
with some things, Ankara wavering between Russia and the US and making use
of empty spaces as well as banking on de facto situations.

As a result of all this, during this period Turkey came to control a 3000-km2
area in Northern Syria. As of today, Afrin, as well as the area between Tell Ab-
yad and Ras al-Ayn is controlled by Turkey and its auxiliary forces. The military,
in its administrative capacity and through its development efforts, is pursuing
a policy of ethnic and political reconstruction in these areas. Both areas have
become security zones; the area between Afrin and Tell Abyad through cooper-
ation with the Russians and the area between Ras al-Ayn and Syria with the US.
In a way, Turkey rules along the 911-km long border.

The objectives of the ruling power’s Northern Syria policy are as follows:

»> To put an end to PKK presence in Northern Syria, and thus create a dis-
tance between the PKK and Syrian Kurds.

>»> To prevent a potential Kurdish federation or Kurdish independence.

»> To place Arabs and other groups between Syrian and Turkish Kurds and
to erect security zones.

As such, the new international situation raises the following questions: What
will Biden’s Syrian policies be like? How will these policies affect Turkey’s posi-
tion and strategy in Northern Syria?

There are no clear answers to these questions yet. However, there are strong
indications in a particular direction - it is widely supposed that Biden, who
criticised Trump for not supporting the Kurds enough against ISIS both in a
military and a financial capacity will act more cautiously in this regard once
he himself is the President. Indeed, no radical or sudden changes are expected
either in the regional policies of the US or its relations with Turkey. Some likely
developments in this area would be as follows:

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

DIS DINAMIKLER BAKIMINDAN

Biden'in gelisiyle, ufukta, Turkiye icin, kimi kritik sahalarda denge degisikleri
gorinmekte ve bu cercevede AK Parti'nin jeopolitik stratejisini ciddi bir sinav
beklemektedir. Kritik konular, malum, S-400’ler (ki Biden dénemi Trump yoéneti-
mi ilan edilen yaptirimla baslayacak), Kibris/Maras, Dogu Akdeniz yaninda, dis
Kurtler konusu, ¢zellikle Kuzey Suriye’deki durumdur.

Trump doneminde, liderler arasi kisisel iliskilerle, Washington'un Turkiye'ye ha-
reket alani birakmastyla, Ankara’nin Rusya ve ABD arasi gidis gelislerle, bos alan-
lara girmesiyle ve fiili durumlar yaratmasiyla siiregiden bir dizen vardu.

Bunun sonucunda, Turkiye, bu dénemde, Kuzey Suriye'deki 3000 km2lik bir
alani kontrol eder duruma geldi. Bugln itibariyle Afrin, ayrica Tel Abyad ve
Resulayn arasindaki bolge Turkiye ve ona bagh glclerin denetiminde bulunu-
yor. Asker, idareci varligiyla, imar hamleleriyle bu bolgelerde gerek etnik gerek
siyasi yeniden yapilanma politikasi izliyor. Bunun yaninda Afrin ve Tel Abyad
arasindaki bolge Ruslarla, Resulayn ile Suriye sinir1 arasindaki bolge ise ABD’yle
isbirligi halinde gtivenli bolge haline gelmis durumda. Turkiye 911 km’lik sinirda
bir anlamda hakim.

Siyasi iktidarin Kuzey Suriye politikasinin esaslari ise soyle:

» PKK'nin Kuzey Suriye varliginin sona ermesi, buna bagl olarak PKK ve
Suriye Kiurtleri arasinda bir mesafe olusmasi.

» Olas! bir Kirt federe yapisi veya bagimsizhig: ihtimalinin devre dist bira-
kilmasi.

> Suriye ve Turkiye Kirtleri arasina Araplarin ve diger gruplarin yerlesmesi
ve glvenlik bolgeleriyle duvar cekilmesi.

Yeni uluslararas: konjonkturle birlikte masaya gelen sorular bu kosullarda sun-
lardir: Biden'in muhtemel Suriye politikalar: neler olacaktir? Bu politikalar Tir-
kiye'nin Kuzey Suriye’de konumu ve stratejisini nasil etkileyecektir?

Yanitlar bakimindan ortada henuz bir netlik yok. Bununla birlikte su istikamet-
te kuvvetli tahminler var. Bunlara gore, ISID’e kars: Kirtlere yeterli maddi ve
askeri destegi vermedigi icin Trump’1 elestirmis olan Biden’in, baskanlik kol-
tuguna oturunca bu konuda daha temkinli davranacag: varsayiliyor Nitekim
ABD’nin bolgedeki tutumunda, boélgede Turkiye'yle kurdugu iliskilerin ¢ztinde
ani ve kokld bir degisiklik beklenmiyor. Bu ¢ercevede muhtemel gelismeler ise
sunlar:
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»> The US will not withdraw its troops from Syria.

»> Biden’s Syrian and Kurdish policies will essentially be more of what came
before.

>> However, in time the new President might want to give a larger role to the
Kurds in Iraq and Syria.

»> Finally, considering the relations between Turkey and the US, it is very
likely that Biden will call for dialogue on the Kurdish issue.

>> Biden will try to achieve Kurdish peace through a balanced distribution
of power and territory among the Kurdish groups, and a certain degree of
differentiation. Indeed, “Since spring, the Americans have been acting in a
mediatory capacity in order to establish an inter-Kurdish union. The Kurd-
ish Supreme Committee is trying to include a provision on PKK leaving Syria
in the alliance agreement. Biden will likely pursue this policy of Kurdish un-
ion while at the same time cutting back on PKK’s involvement in things.”®”

Especially because of this last point, it is likely that the strategies of Biden
and Ankara could overlap. After all, some of Turkey’s demands have been a
separation between the Syrian Kurds and PKK, as well as a policy of maintain-
ing equilibrium between YPG, PKK and pro-Barzani groups. Journalist Fehim
Tastekin, a veritable expert in this subject, writes that he expects as much. The
following passage from one of his articles is particularly significant: “There are
three parts to the policies Biden is expected to pursue: Keeping the pressure
on Damascus through sanctions, keeping up the war against ISIS and support-
ing the Kurds. Biden’s aides are talking about turning the US military presence
and the controlled areas east of Euphrates into a bargaining chip for a political
transition (...) The American approach of evaluating Syria apart from PKK might
repeat itself in this instance. There have been efforts to remove PKK from Syria
and to dissuade Turkey from its belligerent attitude since Obama’s time. This
was why, in 2015, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) was formed with Arab
components under the leadership of People’s Defence Units (YPG). The efforts
to include both the Roj Peshmerga and the SDF in the autonomous adminis-
tration were in order to appease and persuade Turkey (...) In greeting Biden,
Mazloum Kobani is signalling that they want to keep Syria apart from both the
KDP - PKK contradiction and the Turkey - PKK conflict. He even accords him-
self a separate place by saying that he wants to mediate between Turkey and

(7) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/kurtler-bidenda-aradiklarini-bulabilir-mi-makale-1504609
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» ABD, askerlerini Suriye’den cekmeyecektir.
» Biden Suriye ve Kirt politikasi mevcudun devami olacaktir.

» Bununla birlikte, yeni baskanin, zaman iginde Irak’ta ve Suriye’de Kurtlere
daha gucli bir rol verme arayisinda olacagi séylenebilir.

» En nihayet, Turkiye'yle iliskileri de dikkate alarak, Kirt meselesinde diya-
log cagris1 yapmasi gucla bir ihtimaldir.

» Bidenin Kurt gruplar arasinda dengeli bir giic ve alan dagilimiyla, belli
bir farklilasmayla Kurt barisini saglamaya calisacaktir. Nitekim “Amerikalilar
bahardan beri Kurtler arasi birlik i¢in arabuluculuk ediyor. ENKS de ortak-
lik anlasmasina PKK'nin Suriye’yi terk etmesi sartini koydurmaya calisiyor.
Muhtemelen Kirt birligi ile PKK gériniminu belirsizlestiren bir yaklasim
Biden ile de devam edebilir”.®"

Ozellikle bu son husus uzerinden, Biden'in stratejisinin Ankara'yla kesisme ih-
timalini hafife almamak gerekiyor. Suriye Kurtleri ile PKK arasinda bir ayris-
ma olmasl, YPG, PKK, Barzani yanlisi gruplar aras: denge politikasi, Turkiye'nin
talep ettigi gelismelerden biridir. Konunun énemli uzmanlarindan gazeteci
Fehim Tastekin’in analizi ve beklentileri de bu istikamette. Bir makalesinde su
degerlendirme dikkat ¢ekici: “Biden’in olasi siyaseti Gi¢c ayak tzerinde duruyor:
Yaptirimlarla Sam tizerinde baskinin strdirilmesi, ISiD’e karsi savasin devam
etmesi ve Kurtlerin desteklenmesi. Biden'in yardimcilari Amerikan askeri var-
g1 ve Firat'in dogusunda kontrol edilen alani siyasi gecis icin pazarlik kozuna
dénustirmekten bahsediyor (...) Amerikan yaklasimi kendini tekrarlayabilir:
‘Suriye’yi PKK'den ayri1 degerlendirelim’. PKK'yi Suriye'den uzaklastirip Turki-
ye'yi tehditkar tutumundan vazgecirme gayreti Obama déneminden beri var.
2015’te Halk Koruma Birlikleri'nin (YPG) liderliginde Arap bilesenlerle SDG'nin
kurulmasi bunun i¢indi. Ozerk yonetime, Roj Pesmergelerini de SDG'ye dahil
etme cabasi da Turkiye'yi razi etmeye donik adimlardi (...) Biden1 selamlayan
Mazlum Kobani de Suriye’yi hem KDP-PKK celiskisinden hem de Turkiye-PKK
catismasindan ayri tutmak istedikleri mesaji veriyor. Hatta kendini ayr1 bir yere
koyarak PKK ile Tiurkiye arasinda arabulucu olmaktan séz ediyor. ‘Turkiye'nin
milli giivenlik kaygilar: ve cikarlar: noktasinda biz ¢ok netiz. Bunlar1 gdzetmeye
haziriz’ diyor (...) Suriye'deki Kurtlere kars: yumusama olursa Turkiye'nin kendi
Kurt sorununu catisma bandindan gikarmasi kolaylasabilir.®

a7) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/kurtler-bidenda-aradiklarini-bulabilir-mi-makale-1504609

(18) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/kurtler-bidenda-aradiklarini-bulabilir-mi-makale-1504609
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PKK. He says, ‘We are very clear about Turkey’s national security concerns and
interests. We are ready to observe these sensibilities’ (...) If there is a détente
towards the Syrian Kurds, it might help Turkey put an end to the conflict sur-
rounding its own Kurdish issue.”t®

Provided that MHP is persuaded to such a development on the ground of na-
tional interests, it might help spread a wave of relaxation in politics, starting
from the Kurds outside Turkey’s borders to inwards. In turn, this might per-
suade Turkey’s political actors to the necessity of Kurdish politics and bring
resolution on the table once again.

However, these conjectures are by and large hypothetical and the simplified
take of distinguishing the PKK and SDF in Syria is not very realistic at this
point.

I1l. CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND
THE OPPOSITION PARTIES

The opposition parties’ interest in the Kurdish issue and the Kurdish electorate
increases while their objections to the ruling power’s treatment of the Kurdish
movement also grow. Day by day, the Kurdish issue becomes a more central
issue for all of the political parties on a national level, albeit still within the
bounds of caution.

There are three factors pertaining to this development.

First of all, as we previously noted, in order to beat Erdogan in the presidential
elections the opposition needs the support of Kurds, and especially the support
and votes of HDP. In other words, the inevitability of alliance-based politics
makes the Kurdish issue a central one for the opposition and its politics.

Secondly, in Eastern and South-eastern Anatolia the conservative Kurdish vot-
ers are distancing themselves from AK Party, which they previously support-
ed, in large groups. In these Kurdish-majority regions there are two distinct
political traditions. The first is based on a religious-conservative sensibility.
The region is where some sects and orders, such as the Khalidi branch of the
Nagshbandi order as well as the Nur movement, were first formed and spread;
it is the place where the descendants of the Muslim prophet sought refuge af-
ter escaping from Karbala. A lot of the cities in these Kurdish areas have often

(18) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/kurtler-bidenda-aradiklarini-bulabilir-mi-makale-1504609
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Boyle bir gelisme, MHP'nin de ulusal cikarlar ¢ergevesinde ikna olmasi halinde,
bu kez dis Kurtlerden iceriye dogru bir siyaset, yumusama dalgasi yaratabilir.
Bu ise Turkiye'deki siyasi aktorleri Kurt siyasetine itecek ve ¢ozim 1s181nin ufuk-
ta yeniden belirme ihtimai olacaktir.

Bununla birlikte, bu vurgularin henus hipotetik oldugunu, Suriye'de SGD ve PKK
ayrismasinin ¢ok basit, su an itibariyle gercekci olmadigini belirtmek gerekir.

l1l. GATISMA ¢OZUMU VE
MUHALIF PARTILER

Mubhalefet partilerinin Kirt meselesine ve Kurt se¢menine ilgisi artryor, Kirt ha-
reketine iktidarin yaptig1 muameleye tepkisi buylyor. Kirt meselesi her gecen
artarak, hentz temkin sinirlar: iginde de olsa, ulusal siyasetin her siyasi partinin
merkez konularindan birisi haline geliyor.

Bu gelismeyi ¢ faktor etrafinda toplamak mimkun.

ilk faktor, daha 6nce de belirtildigi tizere, cumhurbaskanhg: secimlerinde muha-
lif kesimin Erdogan1 yenebilmek i¢in Kirt se¢menlerin, 6zellikle HDP'nin oylari-
na ve destegine ihtiyaci olmasidir. Diger bir ifadeyle bir zorunluluk olarak ittifak
siyaseti Kurt meselesini muhalif alanin ve siyasetin merkezinde tutan faktorler-
den birisini olusturuyor.

Ikinci faktor, Dogu ve Guney Dogu Anadolu bolgelerinde muhafazakar Kurt seg-
menin daha 6nce oy verdigi AKP'den bloklar halinde uzaklasma egilimiyle ilgili
gorinuyor. Kurtlerin nifus olarak ¢cogunlugu olusturdugu bu bolgelerde iki si-
yasi gelenek bulundugunu hatirlatmak gerekir. Birinci gelenek dindar-muhafa-
zakar bir hassasiyet Gizerine kuruludur. Bolge, kimi tarikatlarin, Naksibendiligin
Halidi ekolinun, Nurculugun dogum ve yayilma noktasi, islam peygamberinin
soyunun Karbela'dan kacip sigindiklar: diyardir. Kirt yasam alanlarindaki bir-
¢ok kent cogu zaman sag partilerin kalesi olmustur. AKP'nin bolgedeki ana bes-
lenme damar: da budur. Diger gelenek ise, daha sol kdkenli, sekiiler ve milliyetci
bir hassasiyetin altini cizer. CHP'nin 1990’lardan itibaren bu bélgelerden silin-
mesi, devletgi egilimleri kadar, Kurt partilerinin kurulmas: ve Kirt se¢menin
CHP yerine bu partilere yonelmesi nedeniyle olmustu. Ancak her iki gelenek icin
“Kurt meselesi”, ‘Kurtlik ya da Kirt onuru” bir semsiye islevi gérmekte, dislayici,
asagilayici dil ve politikalar karsisinda aktif bir hale gegmektedir. Muhafazakar
Kirt se¢menin bir kesiminin AKP’den uzaklasmasi ve kendisine siyasi parti ara-
masinin temel nedeni budur.
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been bastions of right-wing parties. AK Party has come to depend on this par-
ticular tradition in the region. The other political tradition is part of a more left-
wing, secular and nationalist sensibility. CHP lost its ground in this region from
the 1990s not only because of its statist tendencies, but also because Kurdish
political parties were founded and as a result, Kurds voted for these parties
instead of CHP. However, both traditions have in common a sensibility over
the Kurdish issue, as well as the concept of “Kurdishness” or “Kurdish dignity”,
and these especially come into play against the employment of exclusionist
and derogatory discourses and politics. This is the essential reason why some
conservative Kurds are alienated from AK Party and are looking for another
political party to represent them.

The third factor has to do with principles. The opposition parties have grasped
the connection between the resolution of the Kurdish issue and democratic
progress. The ruling power’s Kurdish policy causes institutional collapse as
much as it does rule of law and human rights violations; as the trustee ap-
pointments show, representative mechanisms are damaged, and the judiciary
is politicised. Opposition parties object to these developments and are urged
to reconsider their own stance on the Kurdish issue. In our May 2020 report
for DPI, titled “The Role of the Opposition in a Politics of Peace”, we made the
following observations on the opposition and the Kurdish issue, all of which
are still valid today: “Since 2016-17 CHP, the leading actor of the opposition
bloc, has adopted a “pro-politics” approach with regards to the Kurdish issue,
a change which can be observed in CHP’s various attempts, its liberal attitude
against concrete problems and oppression, as well as its close relationship
with HDP against AKP. Davutoglu’s Future Party and Babacan’s DEVA Party,
both established by groups of dissident ex-AK Party members, also stand for a
“pro-politics” approach where the Kurdish issue is concerned, albeit in different
degrees and with a cautious attitude. In this sense, both these parties share
an indirect sensibility with CHP regarding the Kurdish issue. SP (The Felicity
Party), the leading representative of the National Outlook Movement and an
openly conservative actor within the opposition bloc, has also attracted atten-
tion with its strong objection against the ruling bloc’s anti-Kurdish attitude
and policies. The Good Party, founded in October 2017 under Meral Aksener’s
leadership by a splinter group of MHP members as well as former ANAP and
DYP members with the claimed intention of occupying the political centre, is an
important founding actor of the opposition bloc. However, it is well-known that
with regards to the Kurdish issue, resolution policies and relations with HDP,
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Uguncu faktor daha ilkeseldir. Kirt meselesi ve ¢ozumi ile demokratik ilerleme
arasindaki bag, muhalif siyasi partiler nezdinde bir farkindaliga dénismus du-
rumdadir. Tktidarin Kirt politikasi, hukuk devleti ve insan haklar: ihlalleri kadar,
kurumsal bir ¢ékise, kayyim atamalarinin isaret ettigi gibi temsil mekanizmasi-
nin tahribatina, yarginin siyasilesmesine yol acan faktorlerden birisini olusturu-
yor. Bu gelismeler muhalif partileri tepkiye, Kiirt meselesine yeniden bakisa iten
unsurlar arasinda yer aliyor. Mayis 2020°de DPI i¢in kaleme aldigimiz “Baris Si-
yasetinde Muhalefetin Roli” baslikli degerlendirmede dile getirdigimiz muhalif
alan ve Kirt sorunu tablosu, bugiin de ayni durumdadir: “Muhalif alanin tastyici
unsuru olan CHP, 2016-17'den itibaren yeni arayislarla, somut sorunlar ve bas-
kilar karsisinda aldig1 6zgurlikea tavirlarla, AKP’ye karsi HDP'yle girdigi dirsek
temasiyla Kurt sorununda ‘siyasi’ bir tutumu temsil etmeye basladi. AK Partiden
kopan gruplarin kurdugu muhalif alanin yeni unsurlari, Davutoglunun Gelecek
Partisi ile Babacan'in DEVA Partisi de, farkli dozlarda ve temkinli adimlarla Kirt
sorununda ‘siyaset’ pozisyonu savunuyor. Bu anlamda her ikisi de siyasi oyuna,
Kirt meselesinde CHP'yle dolayl bir hassasiyet ortakligiyla basladilar. Milli G6-
rus Hareketi'nin asli temsilcisi ve muhalif alanin acik muhafazakar Giyesi SP de,
iktidar blogunun ‘anti-Kurt’ tutumuna ve politikalarina kuvvetli itirazlariyla 6ne
cikiyor. Ekim 2017'de Meral Aksener’in 6nderliginde, aslen MHP'den kopan bir
grup tarafindan, eski ANAP ve DYPlilerin katilimiyla, siyasi merkezi doldurma
iddiasiyla kurulan 1Yi Parti de, muhalif alanin 6énemli kurucu unsurlarindan bi-
risi. Bilindigi gibi, Kirt meselesi, ¢6zum siyaseti, HDP’yle iliskiler bakimindan bu
alanin aykir1 unsuru olmaya devam ediyor ve homojenligini bozuyor. Bununla
birlikte, 31 Mart — 23 Haziran Istanbul yerel yonetim secimlerinde oldugu gibi
secmen bazinda dolayl ittifaklarla bu farkliligin kismen asildigini, HDP, CHP ve
IYI Parti segmeninin benzer bir siyasi davranis gosterdigini sdylemek gerekir. Bu
durum mubhalif alanin énemli bir ¢zelligine, dolayh ittifaklar kadar, siyasi par-
tiler aras1 Kurt sorunu merkezli capraz tematik iliskilere agik bir yapiya isaret
etmektedir.”(9

(19) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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IYI Party is a dissident within the opposition bloc and as such, damages the
homogeneity of this sphere. At the same time, such differences are occasion-
ally cast aside and the electorate acts in an indirect alliance, as was the case
for the local Istanbul elections of 31 March and 23 June, and in such cases the
constituencies of HDP, CHP and Good Party exhibit similar political behaviour.
This situation draws attention to a significant feature of the opposition bloc:
its openness to thematical relationships centring around the Kurdish issue in
addition to indirect alliances.”(*®

CHP

CHP first prioritised the Kurdish issue in its political agenda in 2016-2017. This
was the period right after the complete dissolution of the resolution process,
leaving urban trench warfare and military operations in its wake, and a number
of laws passed to curtail freedoms in South-eastern Anatolia. It was also a time
when an arbitrary regime of state of emergency took root in the aftermath of
the coup attempt of 15 July, with the ruling power equating the legal Kurdish
movement with PKK and terrorism and Turkey’s overall political climate took a
turn for the worse.

During this period, CHP’s distaste for the resolution process, as well its crit-
icisms regarding sitting at a table with PKK and non-transparent doings, its
insistence on the parliament as the right place to resolve the issue all lost their
historical and actual meaning. At the same time, alliances on the political spec-
trum became differentiated from before, with actors changing places regarding
the resolution of the Kurdish issue either through politics or conflict.

Under such circumstances, despite its occasional support for security measures
(such as the lifting of parliamentary immunities in November 2015) and its re-
fusal to accept a resolution process in which Kurdish representatives were met
(the 2015 Kurdish issue document), CHP slowly took a turn towards embracing
politics and democracy where the Kurdish issue is concerned.

CHP’s change in attitude is the result of a variety of factors: the new equilibria
and circumstances, the partial transformation within the party and the new
strategy, the increasing legitimacy of the idea of conflict resolution as well as
HDP becoming a truly national political party and the social awareness occa-
sioned by this change.

(19) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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CHP

CHP'nin Kiurt meselesini siyasi anlamda giindeminde Ust siralara tasimasinin
miladi, 2016-2017 araligidir. Bu aralik ¢ozim sirecinin tarihe karisti§1, hendek
savaslari ve askeri operasyonlarin hiz kazandig, 6zgirlik alanini sinirlayan Gi-
ney Dogu bolgesine yonelik bir dizi kanunun ¢ikarildig giinlerin hemen sonrasi-
na denk gelir. Bu, ayni zamanda 15 Temmuz askeri darbe girisimini takiben keyfi
bir olaganustu hal rejiminin yerlestigi, siyasi iktidarin yasal Kirt hareketini PKK
ve terodrle 6zdes ilan ettigi, Turkiye'de siyasi iklimin sert olarak degistigi bir za-
man dilimidir.

Bu dénemde CHP'nin ¢ozim slrecine aldig1 mesafe, PKK'yla masaya oturma ve
seffaf olmayan iliskiler elestirisi, sorunun tartisma yeri olarak parlamentoyu gos-
termesi tarihsel ve somut olarak anlamini kaybetmisti. Ayrica, siyasi yelpaze itti-
faklar: farklhilasmis, acik ve kapali toplum, Kirt sorununa iliskin siyaset-catisma
eksenlerinde aktorler yer degistirmeye baslamisti.

CHP bu kosullarda, zaman zaman asayisci tutuma verdigi destege ragmen (Ka-
sim 2015 dokunulmazliklarin kaldirilmasi) ve Kurt temsilcileriyle gorismeye da-
yanan ¢6zum sireci konusunda reddiyetci tavrina (2015 Kurt sorunu belgesi)
ragmen, bu meselede, adim adim siyaset ve demokrasi cephesine dogru ilerle-
meye baslamistir.

CHPdeki rota degisikliginin temelinde, altini ¢izdigimiz yeni dengeler ve kosul-
lar kadar, partide yasanan kismi déniisim ve benimsenen yeni strateji, ayrica
catisma ¢ozuimu fikrinin kazandigr mesruiyet, bunlar yaninda HDP’nin ulusal bir
siyasi parti niteligini kazanmasi ve bunun yarattig1 toplumsal farkindalik hali
yatmaktadir.

Gunumuzde CHP'yi bu konuda tanimlayan iki énemli 6geden s6z edilebilir.

ilk 6ge, CHP'nin siyasi 6nerilerden azade, sadece Erdogan ve AKP'ye yonelik
genel bir itiraz siyasetinden ve anti-Kurt ittifakin dolayli destekgisi olmaktan
uzaklasmasidir.

Ikinci 6ge, Kiligdaroglumun yillar iginde CHP uzerindeki kontrolinin artmasidir.
Bu cercevede CHP'nin asirt parcali, catismaci yapist gorece geri plana itilmis, ulu-
salc1 gruplar parti ¢rgitd ve kurullarinda belirleyici giiclerini kaybetmistir. Kilig-
daoglunun sentezci, dengeli ve temkinli siyasi tarzi, CHP'yi partiyi kultir ve cephe
savaslarinin disina tasima arayisi, AKP'nin bosalttig1 siyasi merkeze yerlestirme ve
kimlikler st bir demokrasi anlayisini temsil etme stratejisi partiye hakim olmustur.

Bu iki degisim kalemi ve bunlari tesvik eden yeni siyasi-toplumsal zemin Kurt
meselesiyle ilgili kimi siyasi sonuclarina zemin hazirlayacaktir.

1'..
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Today, CHP is defined by two notable features in this regard.

First, CHP has left behind its policy of “objection for objection’s sake” towards
Erdogan and AK Party, which excluded any political solutions and indirectly
supported the anti-Kurdish alliance.

Secondly, throughout the years Kiligdaroglu has come to strengthen his grip on
CHP. The formerly fragmented and conflict-prone aspects of CHP receded as
the nationalist groups lost their control over the party organisation and boards.
Kilicdaroglu’s conciliatory, balanced and cautious politics, his efforts to put
some distance between his party and the culture wars, his strategy of putting
CHP in the political centre vacated by AK Party and representing a non-iden-
tarian understanding of democracy have all come to be accepted throughout
the party.

Changes in these two respects and the new politico-social context, which ena-
bled such changes, will undoubtedly pave the way for some political outcomes
in the Kurdish issue.

The efforts to assume a central place means that CHP is more inclusive and
comprehensive towards the Kurdish electorate and the Kurdish issue.

As the ruling power’s suppression of the Kurdish issue in the political arena
deepened, CHP came to distinguish between HDP and PKK and it began to es-
tablish better and more constructive relations with HDP and the legal Kurdish
actors. The attitude displayed by CHP regarding trustee appointments, the ar-
rests of HDP MPs, the exclusion of Kurdish prisoners from the law on the exe-
cution of sentences and education in the mother tongue all display its renewed
approach to the Kurdish issue.

Some shifts in internal political dynamics have also tended to support these
changes in attitude. CHP is seeking to gain some measure of representation in
the Kurdish regions where it has lost support from the 1990s onwards. As such,
it is targeting those Kurdish voters alienated by AK Party among others.

The brave attitude displayed by new political actors, by Babacan and Davutoglu
concerning the Kurdish issue and the oppression endured by the Kurds is also
an encouragement to CHP, who doesn’t want to be left behind these, or other
right-wing parties.

Ultimately, as the leading actor of the opposition bloc, CHP is also the most
aware of a need for alliances in the presidential elections. HDP is clearly a sig-
nificant party to the alliance. After all, CHP won the Istanbul municipality in
2019 through such an alliance. CHP formed an alliance with the Good Party and
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Merkeze yerlesme arayisi, CHP'ni Kirt segcmene ve Kirt meselesine daha kusa-
tic1 ve kucaklayici bir dille yaklasmasini beraberinde getirmistir.

iktidar siyasi alana yonelik Kurt sorunu merkezli baskilar: ve bu alani daraltma
politikasi derinlestikge, CHP, HDP ve PKK arasinda bir ayristirma yapmis, ya-
sal Kurt aktorler ve HDP’yle daha rahat ve yapia iliskiler kurmaya baslamistir.
Kayyim atamalarinda, HDP’li milletvekillerinin tutuklamalarinda, infaz yasasinin
Kurt mahkumlar: icermemesi, ana dil egitimi meselesinde aldig1 agik tavirlar,
bu tutumun ve Kurt sorununa dogru hareket etmenin gostergeleri arasindadir.

I¢ siyasi dengelerdeki kimi oynamalarin bu istikameti destekleyen bir rol oyna-
digin1 da soylemek gerekir. CHP'nin 1990’lerden itibaren oy gicunu kaybettigi
Kirt bolgelerine geri dénus arayisi bunlardan bir tanesidir. AK Parti’ye mesafe
alan Kurt segmenler CHP'nin de pesinde oldugu kesimlerden birini olusturmak-
tadur.

Bir baska husus sahaya inen yeni siyasi aktorlerin, Babacan ve Davutoglunun
Kirt sorununda ve Kurtlerin maruz kaldiklar: baskilar karsinda aldig1 cesur

tutum, bu partilerin veya “sag”in gerisinde kalmak istemeyen CHP yénetimi i¢in
bir tesvik ¢gesi olmasidur.

En nihayet, muhalif alanin amiral gemisi olan CHP, cumhurbaskanlig: yarisinda
ittifak ihtiyacinin en ¢ok farkinda olan partidir. ittifakin anlaml bir pargasini
HDP'nin temsil ettigi de agiktir. Nitekim, 2019 yilinda CHP adayinin istanbul
belediye baskanligini kazanmasi bu tur bir ittifakla mimkan olmustur. CHP, IYi
Parti'yle ittifak yapmis, HDP'yle kapali iligkiler stiirdirmis ve Imamoglu, bu iki
parti segmenini destegiyle secimi kazanmistir. Nitekim CHP bu cergevede muha-
lif alani belli bir denge i¢inde ve derli toplu tutmaya, 6rnegin hem IYI Parti hem
HDP’ye baglarini esanl yurutmeye dikkat etmektedir.

CHP bakimindan tasvir etmeye calistifimiz bu gidisin, az sonra deginecegimiz
kimi sinir ve muglaklarina ragmen, ¢atisma ¢6zimu istikametinde daha ok yol
alabilme imkan ve ihtimaline sahiptir. Zira CHP’'de Kirt meselesine iliskin pozitif
ilerlemenin sadece oy ve iktidar hesaplarina bagl faydaci bir tutumdan kaynak-
landig1 séylenemez. Ayni zamanda, bu gelisme, Kirt ¢atismasi/¢ézimune iliskin
farkindalik ve toplumsal mesruiyet artisindan da ileri gelmektedir.

Sinirlara gelince...

Cumhur ittifaki'nin HDP’yi ve onunla temas eden tum aktorleri PKK cephesi ilan
etmesi, dis politikada Kiurtlere yonelik agresif tutumu, toplumda bu iki konu-
daki milliyetci hassasiyet, Kilicdaroglu'nun Kiirt meselesinde ileri adim atmasi-
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maintained indirect relations with HDP; imamoglu won the election through the
votes of these two parties’ supporters. As such, CHP takes care to give equal
care and attention to all constituents of the opposition bloc, not neglecting its
relations with either the Good Party or HDP.

Despite some limits and ambiguities which we will shortly consider, it ap-
pears that CHP has the potential as well as the necessary conditions to make
progress on the issue of conflict resolution. CHP’s positive transformation
regarding the Kurdish issue is not just a pragmatic choice or the result of
electoral calculations. This transformation took place because there is in-
creased awareness and social legitimacy surrounding the Kurdish conflict
and its resolution.

As for limits:

Some serious obstacles to Kiligdaroglu moving forward on the Kurdish issue
are the People’s Alliance’s policy of accusing HDP and all who come into con-
tact with it of being pro-PKK, its aggressive foreign policies towards Kurds
and the public’s nationalist sensibilities in these two matters. CHP’s ally in
the Nation Alliance, the Good Party, represents this sensibility through its
absolute anti-HDP stance. One reason for CHP’s hesitation is this need for
the Good Party as well as the electoral overlap between CHP and the Good
Party.

Kilicdaroglu's mentality constitutes yet another limit. For instance, he is still
unsympathetic to the procedures of conflict resolution, such as the setting up
dialogue, accepting the parties, a meeting between the parties and compromise.
In this respect, CHP is not open to the idea of power-sharing; instead, it be-
lieves that progress can be made in the parliament through general democratic
principles.

The document on the Kurdish issue, expected to be announced after the July
2020 congress, still has not arrived. CHP’s Kurdish policy is still represented by
a document from 2015, both outdated and written mainly in order to object to
the resolution process which was taking place during that time. From this point
of view, the main opposition party does not have a clear Kurdish or conflict
resolution policy.

The question, then, is this: Faced with the current situation, how will CHP pro-
ceed; or, rather, how will the current situation impose itself on CHP to act on
the Kurdish issue (if it is able to impose itself at all)?

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

nin 6nundeki ciddi bir engeldir. Nitekim Millet Ittifaki'ndaki ortag: Iyl Parti bu
hassasiyeti, mutlak bir HDP karsitligi iizerinden temsil etmektedir. IYI Parti'ye
duyulan ihtiyag, CHP-IYI Parti arasinda se¢gmen gecisleri de, CHP'nin tutuk dav-
ranmasinin nedenlerinden birisidir.

Diger bir sinir Kiligdaroglu'nun zihniyetinden de ileri geliyor. Ornegin, catisma
¢6zUmu konusunda, masa kurulmasi, taraf kabuld, taraflar arasi gérisme ve
uzlasma Kilicdaroglu'nun soguk baktigi bir prosedir olmay: sirduriyor. CHP,
bu gercevede, parlamentoda ve genel demokrasi ilkeleri Gizerinden yol alinabi-
lecegini varsayan, iktidar paylasimi fikrine kapali bir politikay1 devam ettiriyor.

Nitekim, Temmuz 2020 tarihinde gerceklesen kurultay sonrasi, Kirt sorunuyla
ilgili aciklanmas: beklenen yeni belge, henuz ortada yok. CHP'nin Kurt politi-
kalarini hala 2015 tarihli eski ve geri sayilabilecek, temel olarak o tarihlerde
yurutilen ¢ozim siireci yéntemine itiraz etmek icin kaleme alinmis belge temsil
ediyor. Bu cercevede bakildig1 zaman ana muhalefet partisinin net bir Kirt veya
catisma ¢ozumu politikas: olmadig: soylenebilir.

Bu asamada soru sudur: CHP, yeni konjonkttiirel verilerle nasil yol alacaktir veya
yeni konjoktiirel veriler CHP’yi Kirt meselesinde ne tir ileri konuma itecektir
(itebilecek midir)?

Bu sorunun yanitini bu muhtemel gelismeler cercevesinde
disiinmek gerekir:

>> 2023 secimine dogru basta CHP olmak tzere tim siyasi partiler Kirt me-
selesi konusundaki politikalarini netlestirmek durumunda olacaktir.

»> Kirt se¢meni ve Kurtlerin yogun yasadiklar: bélgenin 6ne ¢ikmasi, énu-
muzdeki donemle iliskili faydaci olsa da yumusamaya dair arayislar, catisma
¢6zumu konusunda yeni bir siyaset alani acabilecek, mesruiyet sahasini ge-
nisletebilecek ve CHP'nin hareket alanini biyttebilecek bir faktordur.

>> Rojova'da Biden politikalariyla Tirkiye yansiyacak olasi bir uzlasma ve
yumusama, CHP'nin endiseleri ve blokajlarini azaltacak, oyun kurucu olma
istikametinde hareket etmesini saglayacak bir faktér olacaktir.
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In answering this question, let us consider the following probabilities:

»> As the 2023 election gets closer, all of the political parties and especially
CHP will have to clarify their policies on the Kurdish issue.

»> The rising importance of the Kurdish electorate, as well as moves towards
a more relaxed politics (if only pragmatically), have the power to open up a
new political space for conflict resolution, to expand the grounds of legiti-
macy and provide CHP with more space.

>> Biden’s policies in Rojava may result in a conciliation and relaxation to be
echoed in Turkey, which, in turn, would soothe CHP’s concerns, enable it to
play a more assured game and to take the lead.

HDP

The traditional military-state domination of today’s anti-Kurdish front, with the
experience of the peace process behind them, has shown that there are two
distinct methods of conflict resolution.

The first method would be sitting around the table with PKK and Ocalan. The
setbacks and the ultimate derailment suffered by the peace process mean that
at least for the time being, this method is not very tenable.

The second method would be to include the legal representatives of the Kurd-
ish movement wholly and legitimately in the field of politics, and to work at
conflict resolution through these representatives, with Ocalan’s support. The
objections®?? of political parties such as CHP, DEVA®) and the Future Party to
the first method could mean that pursuing this path with HDP is the more re-
alistic option.

During a time when thousands of its members are prosecuted and arrested, its
MPs imprisoned and its mayors discharged from duty, as well as objecting to
these practices HDP also seeks to maintain its contact with the system, to take
part in alliances and to find a resolution through politics. In other words, HDP’s
politics run along three lines. The first is to defend its political space despite
pressures, to keep together its organisation and affiliated structures, and to
put up a political resistance. The second line is its politics of keeping alive the
subject of the Kurdish issue, alliance and cooperation especially through its

(20) https://content.chp.org.tr/file/chp_kurt_meselesi_kitapcik.pdf

(21) https://www.veryansintv.com/ali-babacan-cozum-surecini-iyi-niyetle-baslattik

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

HDP

Baris sureci deneyimi ile bugliin anti-Kurt iktidar cephesinin, geleneksel as-
ker-devlet yaklasimini da igererek hakimiyet kurmasi, iki ayr1 catisma ¢6zimu
yontemini disindirmeye baslamistir.

ilk yol, PKK ve Ocalan’'la masaya oturmaya dayali bir yontemdir. Baris siireci-
nin yasadig1 kazalar ve hazin son, bu yontemi en azindan simdilik az kullanish
kilmaktadir.

Ikinci yol ise, Kurt hareketinin yasal temsilcilerinin siyaset alanin tam ve mesru
parcasi haline gelmesi, catisma ¢o6ziminin bu yolla, bu temsilciler tizerinden,
Ocalan’in destegiyle denenmesidir. CHP basta, DEVA®?), GP gibi partilerin ilk
yonteme acik itirazlari®, kisa vadede, daha gercekci yolun HDP Uzerinden izle-
necek yontem oldugunu disindirmektedir.

Binlerce Gyesinin adli takibata ugrayip tutuklandigi, milletvekillerinin tutuklan-
dig1, belediye baskalarinin gérevden alindig! bir donemde, HDP bunlara tepki
gostermek yaninda, sistemle temas, ittifaklarin igine girmek, siyasi yolla ¢6zim
imkanlarini denemekte ve zorlamaktadir. Daha somut ifade edilecek olursa HDP
siyaseti G¢ hat tzerinde hareket etmektedir. Ilk hat, baskilara ragmen kendi
siyasi alanini korumak, ¢rgitd ve baglantili yapilarini bir arada tutmak, siyasi
direng olarak tanimlanabilir. ikinci hat, 6zellikle muhalefet partileriyle temaslar
Uzerinden, Kiurt meselesi, ittifak, isbirligi konularini canli tutma siyasetinden
olusmaktadir. Ugtnct hat, demokratik ilkelere sahip partilerini ve iddialarini
desteklemek, demokratiklesme kavgasinin icinde yer almak, bu sekilde ulusal
siyasetin parcasi olarak hareket etmektir.

(20) https://content.chp.org.tr/file/chp_kurt_meselesi_kitapcik.pdf

(1) https://www.veryansintv.com/ali-babacan-cozum-surecini-iyi-niyetle-baslattik
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contacts with the opposition parties. The third is its support of political parties
with democratic principles and their claims, its participation in the struggle for
democratisation and to thus become a part of national politics.

As we noted in our previous assessment, the best definition of HDP’s current
trajectory was in fact provided by its co-chair, Mithat Sancar, in a TV pro-
gramme. Sancar said, “This resolution we are offering to the Kurdish problem,
we choose to call it local democracy’. For some years now we have been experi-
encing an oppressive government, a system that keeps on tightening its clutch
on the people. The system obstructs the way of resolution; the government,
utilising this system, makes it impossible to have a discussion about even the
basics of the Kurdish issue. Under such circumstances we deemed it necessary
to focus on the issue of essential democracy, of which the Kurdish issue is also
a part. In order to create a situation where we can discuss the Kurdish issue,
we are highlighting democratisation, normalisation and compromise. The zenith
of our efforts in this regard was the local elections of 31 March. To support
democracy in Turkey, we nominated no candidates in the West and instead
supported the democratic candidates.”??

HDP’s strategy regarding the future in the context of domestic political rela-
tions displays two features in addition to those outlined above. Its efforts are
first and foremost concentrated towards establishing HDP as a legitimate actor
in politics in the eyes of the other parties. To this end, one of HDP’s aims is
to become an open and official, rather than covert and informal, part of any
electoral alliance to which it might attach itself. At the same time, based on its
projected votes, HDP is very likely to cross the nationwide electoral threshold.
HDP does not really need any allies in the parliamentary elections. Its objective,
at least for now, is to offer its support for the opposition’s candidate in the
presidential elections in exchange for an open alliance plus seats in the senior
administrative ranks and power-sharing.

Such a trajectory is compatible with the method of political resolution we high-
lighted above. Even though this framework might not look entirely realistic at
this point in time, potential developments in Northern Syria in the near future,
efforts to draw in the Kurdish electorate, HDP’s inevitable presence in the par-
liament and the possibility of attaining at least a parliamentary majority for the
opposition all may contribute to making it a reality at some time in the future.

(22) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Bundan onceki degerlendirmemizde de belirttigimiz gibi, HDP'nin izlegi baki-
mindan en net tanim, parti es baskan: Mithat Sancar tarafindan bir televizyon
programinda verilmisti. Soyle diyordu Sancar: “Kirt sorununa 6nerdigimiz ¢o-
zime ‘yerel demokrasi’ adini vermeyi uygun buluyoruz. Son yillarda baskici bir
yonetim ve toplumun nefes alma alanlarini daraltan bir sistem var. Sistem ¢o-
zUmun énund tikiyor, bu sistemin tzerine oturan iktidar ise Kirt meselesinde
temel konularin tartisilmasini engelliyor, konusmay: imkansiz kiliyor. Bu kosul-
larda bizim icin, Kirt meselesinin bir parcasi oldugu temel demokrasi soruna
yogunlasmamiz gibi bir durum ortaya ¢ikt1. Kurt sorunu tartisabilecegimiz yolu
acmak icin, demokratiklesmeye, normallesmeyi, uzlasmay: 6ne cikariyoruz. 31
Mart yerel yonetim secimleri bu arayisimizin ug noktasiydi. Turkiye'de demok-
rasinin 6nund agmak icin Batrda aday ¢ikarmadik, demokrat adaylar: destekle-
dik...”e2

HDP'nin son dénem i¢ siyasi iliskilerde gelecege yonelik stratejisi ise alt1 cizilen
hatlar gercevesinde iki unsur tzerine oturuyor. Oncelikli arayis HDP'nin diger
partiler nezdinde sistemin tam mesru parcasi haline gelmesidir. Bunun i¢in olast
secim ittifaklarinin acik ve adi konularak yapilmasi HDP'nin hedeflerinden biri-
sidir. Bununla birlikte, bu siyasi partinin oy potansiyeli itibariyle ulusal baraji
gecmesi cok mumkin goértntdyor. HDP'nin parlamento secimleri i¢in bir ittifak
ihtiyaci icinde oldugu sdéylenemez. Cumhurbaskanligi se¢imlerinde muhalif ada-
ya desteklemek icin ise, acik bir ittifak icinde olmak kadar ust yonetim kad-
rolarinda yer almayi, iktidar paylasimini zorlamayi en azindan simdilik hedef
edinmis durumda.

Bu ¢izgi yukarida altini ¢izdigimiz siyasi ¢6zim yontemiyle uyumlu gérinuyor.
Onumuzdeki Kuzey Suriye'de yasanmasi muhtemel gelismeler, Kirt segmene yo-
nelik arayislar, HDP'nin meclisteki kacinilmaz varligi, en azindan parlamentoda
muhalefetin cogunlugu ele gecirmesi ihtimali, bugiin ¢ok gergekci durmayan bu
cerceveye anlam kazandiriyor.

(22) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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FELICITY PARTY, FUTURE PARTY AND DEVA

The variety of conservative parties, or those parties with conservative roots in
the opposition bloc, offer more and more engaging criticisms of the ruling pow-
er’s Kurdish policies as their sensibilities regarding the Kurdish issue become
more honed with each passing day.

Temel Karamollaoglu, the chair of Felicity Party, continues to consistently ex-
pose the ruling power’s securitarian policies and illegal practices. As this as-
sessment was being written, he made the following remarks which newspapers
took to their headlines: “The Presidency sent the TRT (national public broad-
caster) team to the prison, as they legally had to broadcast (presidential candi-
date) Demirtas’s speech, but he is still under arrest. I have never met Demirtas.
However, such is the law. What kind of law is this?”?® This attitude is particu-
larly significant, since the Felicity Party is the main representative of Islamic
politics and its flagship movement, the National Vision. It contributes to the so-
cial legitimacy of conflict resolution and enables the Felicity Party to potentially
take part in a broad oppositional alliance.

During the period they were first founded, the Kurdish issue and conflict res-
olution played a larger role in the party programmes and rhetoric of the Fu-
ture Party (Davutoglu) and DEVA (Babacan) compared to other central polit-
ical parties, including CHP. These political parties essentially see the Kurdish
issue as arising from democratic deficiencies, and the limitations of rights and
freedoms, and offer the field of legal politics as the site of conflict resolution.
Concepts such as “democratic citizenship”®¥ (Future Party) and “constitutional
citizenship”® (DEVA), included in their party programmes, as well as a focus
on strong local administrations and support for the use of the mother tongue in
services and demands indicate that they are in favour of a resolution centring
around rights and freedoms.

As a result of electoral demographics, political circumstances and direct en-
counters with the Kurdish voters, both political parties increased their prioriti-
sation of the Kurdish issue after some time in the field and took their “legalist”
attitudes to new heights.

(23) https://www.karar.com/karamollaoglundan-demirtas-tepkisi-boyle-hukuk-olmaz-1597478
(24) https://gelecekpartisi.org.tr/partimiz/program
(25) https://cdn.devapartisi.org/14/DEVA-PARTI%CC%87S1%CC%87-PROGRAMI2.pdf
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SP, GP, DEVA

Mubhalif cephenin cesitli dozlarda muhafazakar ya da bu kokenden gelen siyasi
partilerinin, Kurt meselesindeki hassasiyeti ve iktidarin Kirt politikalarini eles-
tirisi her gecen giin biraz daha derinlesmektedir.

Saadet Parti’si Genel Baskan Temel Karamollaoglu istikrarl bir sekilde iktidarin
asayisci politikalarini, hukuk disi uygulamalarini afise ederek bu konuda tavir
almay1 strduriyor. Nitekim, bu degerlendirmenin yazildif1 esnada, bir soyle-
sindeki su sozler kimi gazetelerin mansetlerini susledi: “Cumhurbaskanligl Ha-
pishaneye TRT ekibini gonderdiler, kanunen (cumhurbaskani adayi) Demirtas'in
konusmalarini disariya yansittilar ama tutuklu olmasindan vazgecmediler. Ben
Demirtag’ hi¢ tanimadim. Ama hukuk bu. Béyle hukuk olur mu?”?® SP'nin Islami
siyaset ile onun tasiyici hareketi Milli Gortis’in asli temsilcisi olmasi bu tutuma
Ozel bir 6nem vermektedir. Catisma ¢ozimuyle ilgili toplumsal mesruiyet alanini
genisletmekte ve bu partiyi olasi genis bir muhalif ittifakin parcasi haline getir-
mektedir.

Kirt sorunu ve gatisma ¢ézimi GP (Davutoglu) ve DEVAnin (Babacan) da ku-
rulduklar1 dénemde, parti programlarinda ve séylemlerinde, CHP dahil olmak
Uzere tim merkez siyasi partilerden daha ileri bir yer tutmustu. Bu partiler Kurt
sorununu aslen, demokratik eksikliklere, hak ve 6zgurlikler alaninin sinirh ol-
masina baglamakta ve catisma ¢ézumu platformu olarak yasal siyasi zemini 6ne
cikarmaktadirlar. Programlarina koyduklar: “demokratik vatandashk’?® (GP),
“anayasal vatandashik’®% (DEVA) kavramlari, gicld yerel yénetimler fikri, hiz-
met, ihtiyac ve talepler bakimindan ana dil kullaniminin énind agilmasi vurgu-
su, hak ve 6zgurlik alanini genisletilmesiyle gelecek bir ¢6zim ydntemine isaret
etmektedir.

Bununla birlikte, segmen sosyolojisinin, tlke siyasi kosullarinin ve Kirt segmen-
le sicak karsilasmalarin etkisiyle bu iki siyasi parti, sahaya indikten bugine,
Kirt sorununu hiyerarsisinde daha st noktalara tasidilar ve “legalist” tutumu-
nu u¢ noktasina ulastilar.

(23) https://www.karar.com/karamollaoglundan-demirtas-tepkisi-boyle-hukuk-olmaz-1597478
(24) https://gelecekpartisi.org.tr/partimiz/program
(25) https://cdn.devapartisi.org/14/DEVA-PARTI%CC%87S51%CC%87-PROGRAMI2.pdf
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Ali Babacan, the chair of DEVA Party, went to Diyarbakir, Batman, Van, Bingol,
Mardin, Kars and Igdir for the establishment of local branches for his party. In
the speeches he gave in these localities, he touched on a variety of issues from
the resolution of the Kurdish issue to the trustees, and from allegations of tor-
ture to demands for equal citizenship; he claimed that the resolution process
would restart®®, and in this way, gave a central position to the Kurdish issue in
his discourse. Moreover, according to some observer, Babacan’s close encoun-
ters with the locals made him, as the party leader, appreciate the Kurdish issue
in its actuality rather than theoretically. DEVA co-founder and central board of
administration member Giilgin Avsar says: “In order to participate in the elec-
tions we had to establish local branches in 45 provinces and to hold a congress.
It is not by coincidence that most of these took place in Kurdish localities.”?”

However, it must also be noted that despite being courageous in terms of crit-
icism, DEVA yet has certain limitations regarding taking action and creating
a process. The low levels of support displayed in public opinion surveys is an
important factor that prohibits the party from acting more bravely. At the same
time, DEVA ranks are more homogeneous and liberal compared to, say, the Fu-
ture Party and as such, these members are in a position to potentially have a
positive influence on their leader on the Kurdish issue.

In our May 2020 report, “The Role of Opposition in a Politics of Peace”, we made
the following assessment on the Future Party based on the interviews we con-
ducted: “According to some party officials, after some time spent on the ground
Davutoglu realised that he wouldn’t be able to attract left-leaning centrists to
support him. For instance, it is reported that Davutoglu’s harsh objection to
the appointment of government trustees to eight municipalities was met with
resistance within the party, and that members were worried about offending
the nationalist sensibilities of the conservative base. Despite a wish to occupy
a centrist position, this state of affairs as well as the vote potential on the right
compels the Future Party leader in another direction. As a result, the Future
Party leader is acting more cautiously, trying not to offend the MHP and AK
Party supporters, and not getting personal in political criticism.”?®

(26) https://tr.sputniknews.com/turkiye/201510281018635169/
(27) private interview dated 18 December 2020.

(28) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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Bu cercevede DEVA Genel Baskani Ali Babacan, teskilat kuruluslar: i¢in Diyarba-
kir, Batman, Van, Bingol, Mardin, Kars, Igdira gitmis, buralarda yaptigi konus-
malarda, Kirt meselesinin ¢oziminden kayyimlar sorununa, iskence iddiala-
rindan esit vatandaslik konularina uzanan konulara deginmis, ¢6zim strecinin
geri gelecegini ifade etmis®, bu yolla Kirt meselesini séyleminin merkezine
dogru tasimistir. Ayrica kimi gozlemcilere gore bélge insaniyla yakin temas parti
lideri nezdinde Kirt sorununu teorik bir diizeyden daha somut bir noktaya ge-
tirmistir. DEVA Kurucularindan ve Genel Merkez Yonetim Kurulu tyesi Gulgin
Avsar, “secimlere katilabilmek icin 45 ilde teskilat kurup kongre yapmak zorun-
daydik. Bunlarin ¢énemli kisminin Kirt boélgelerinde olmasi bir tesaduf degil-
dir’@" demesi bu bakimdan dikkat cekicidir.

Ancak belirtmek gerekir ki, DEVA, elestiri de cesur olmakla birlikte, 6n alma,
stre¢ olusturma konusunda kimi kisitlara sahip. Anketlerdeki disik oy orani
cesur olmay1 engelleyen énemli bir faktérdur. Buna karsilik, DEVA kadrolarinin,
ornegin GP’ye oranla, daha homojen ve liberal bir agirlik tasimasi, bu kadronun
lideri Kurt meselesi bakimindan ileriye dogru tesvik etme ihtimalini de devreye
sokmaktadir.

Mayis 2020’de yayinlanan “Baris Siyasetinde Muhalefetin Roli” baslikli deger-
lendirmemizde, yaptigimiz gérismelerden hareketle ¢zellikle GP i¢in sunlari dile
getirmistik: “Kimi kurmaylara gére Davutoglu sahaya ciktiktan sonra, sol kéken-
li merkez secmeni kendisine cekemeyecegini, burada partisine yer olmadigini
gordu. Ornegin Davutoglu'nun sekiz belediyeye kayyim atanmasiyla ilgili yaptigi
sert ¢ikisin en cok tepki alan konu oldugu ve bu durumun parti ici tartismalar:
etkiledigi, “muhafazakar taban bizi nasil gorecek, milliyetci hassasiyetler ne ola-
cak” sorularini 6ne ¢ikardig belirtiliyor. Merkeze ilerleme arzusuna ragmen, bu
durum ve sagdaki oy imkanlar: GP genel baskanina cazip geliyor. Cikis ilkelerine
ve iddialarina oranla sinyal bozucu bu durum sonucu, GP lideri daha temkinli
davraniyor, cikislarinda MHP-AKP se¢menini trkitmeme, siyasi elestiriyi sahsi-
lestirmeden gotirme hassasiyeti 6ne cikiyor.”®

(26) https://tr.sputniknews.com/turkiye/201510281018635169/
(27) private interview dated 18 December 2020.

(28) https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/11-The-Role-of-the-Opposition.pdf
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However, this situation has drastically changed since then. In-party evaluations
tend to believe that as time went on, Davutoglu grasped the importance of tack-
ling the Kurdish issue, noticed the potential offered by the conservative Kurds
alienated by AK Party, and therefore concentrated his efforts on this front.
Realising the difficulty of winning the support of AK Party voters (with the ex-
ception of Kurds), the Future Party can even be said to be on a trajectory from
conservatism to a more central position. In the light of these developments,
there has been an increase in Davutoglu’s efforts in the region, his visits and
statements on Kurdish policies.

Despite all this, however, the leader of the Future Party is not wholly at ease
with the Kurdish issue. Davutoglu also faces certain limitations. The members
of his party are one case in point - in the founding delegation there is a 10-15%
nationalist group with roots in the BBP (Grand Union Party) and they consti-
tute a stumbling block to Davutoglu in terms of a more advanced discourse on
the Kurdish issue. The second limitation is the rhetoric employed by the ruling
power, and the pressures placed on Davutoglu as a result of this.

As aresult, the politics of the Future Party and DEVA display a gradual progress
despite their limitations and lean towards an acceptance of conflict resolution.
New political circumstances might serve to either lengthen or speed up their
progress in this regard.

At this point in time, although both parties are ready to be members of an alli-
ance or a project on the Kurdish issue and the resolution process, they are far
from assuming a leadership role.

Let us conclude our remarks by noting that the role of the opposition parties
regarding the Kurdish issue will increase over time, and that CHP’s attitude will
be decisive in this change.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Bugln bu tabloda ciddi bir degisiklik oldugu gozleniyor. Parti icinden deger-
lendirmeler, Davutoglu'nun, ilk aylara oranla Kirt meselesine agirlik vermenin
onemini gordigi, AKP’den memnun olmayan Kirt muhafazakar segmenin ko-
pus egilimin farkina vardigi ve buraya artan oranda agirlik vermeye basladig”
yonunde. Hatta, Kurtler disinda AKP se¢meninden oy almanin zorlugunu fark
eden GP'nin, muhafazakar hattan merkez bir ¢izgiye dogru ilerleme ihtimali s6z
konusu. Bu veriler 1s1ginda Davutoglu'nun bolgeyle temaslari, bolge ziyaretleri
ve Kurt politikasiyla ilgili cikislarinda bir artis yasandigini sdylemek gerekir.

Ancak her seye ragmen, GP'nin liderinin Kurt meselesinde kendisini tam rahat
hissettigi ve net bir sdylem kullandigi sdylenemez. Onun da 6ninde kimi en-
geller bulunuyor. Bunlardan birisi partisinin kadro yapisi. Kurucular heyetinde
yuzde 10-15lik BBP kokenli bir milliyetci kesim mevcut ve bu durum Kurt me-
selesinde ileri séylem ihtiyaciyla bir geligki olusturuyor. ikinci engel ise husus
iktidarin séylemi ve bunun olusturdugu baskiyla ilgili.

Bu tespitler 1s18inda GP ve DEVA'nin siyaseti, sinirlarina ragmen, tedrici bir iler-
lemeye tekabil ediyor ve catisma ¢6zimi fikrine dogru pozitif bir nitelik tasi-
yor. Yeni konjonktir girdilerinin bu yolu uzatip, hizlandirmas: dikkate alinmasi
gereken bir ihtimaldir.

Ancak su asamada bu iki partinin, Kirt meselesi ve ¢catisma ¢oziimiinde bir itti-
fak ve projenin tam partneri olabilecegi, ancak oyunu kurucu roline soyunmak-
tan uzak olduklar: soylemek gerekir.

Bu degerlendirmeler 1s1g1nda muhalefet partilerinin Kirt meselesindeki rolinin
zamanla artacagini, CHP'nin tavrinin bu konuda belirleyici olacagini soyleyerek
bitirelim.
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DPI AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aims and objectives of DPI include:

>> To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for discussion on
establishing a structured public dialogue on peace and democracy building.

>> To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw on comparative
studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms used to achieve positive results in
similar cases.

>> To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge, ideas, concerns,
suggestions and challenges facing the development of a democratic solution in Turkey
and the wider region.

>> To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics, civil society and
policy-makers.

>> To identify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to participate in
and influence democracy-building.

>> Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties share information, ideas,
knowledge and concerns connected to the development of democratic solutions and
outcomes. Our work supports the development of a pluralistic political arena capable of
generating consensus and ownership over work on key issues surrounding democratic
solutions at political and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to encourage stronger public
debates and involvements in promoting peace and democracy building internationally.
Within this context DPI aims to contribute to the establishment of a structured public
dialogue on peace and democratic advancement, as well as to widen and create new
existing platforms for discussions on peace and democracy building. In order to achieve
this we seek to encourage an environment of inclusive, frank, structured discussions
whereby different parties are in the position to openly share knowledge, concerns and
suggestions for democracy building and strengthening across multiple levels.

DPT's objective throughout this process is to identify common priorities and develop
innovative approaches to participate in and influence the process of finding democratic
solutions. DPI also aims to support and strengthen collaboration between academics,
civil society and policy-makers through its projects and output. Comparative studies of
relevant situations are seen as an effective tool for ensuring that the mistakes of others
are not repeated or perpetuated. Therefore we see comparative analysis of models of pe-
ace and democracy building to be central to the achievement of our aims and objectives.
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DEMOKRATIK GELI§IM ENSTITUSU'NUN
AMAGCLARI VE HEDEFLERI

DPI'ln amaclar: ve hedefleri:

>> Barisin ve demokrasinin insasi Gizerine yapilandirilmis bir kamusal diyalogun
olusmasi icin gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin gelistirilmesi ve genisletilmesi.

>> Farkl kesimlerin karsilastirmali calismalar vesilesiyle bir araya gelerek, farkl
dinya ornekleri 6zelinde benzer durumlarda olumlu sonuclar elde etmek icin
kullanilmis cesitli mekanizmalar: incelemesine ve analiz etmesine olanak sag-
lamak. Farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek Turkiye ve daha genis bir cografyada
demokratik bir ¢cozimun gelistirilmesine yonelik bilgilerini, distncelerini, en-
diselerini, 6nerilerini, kaygilarini ve karsilasilan zorluklar: paylastig bir ortam
yaratmak. Akademisyenler, sivil toplum orgitleri ve karar alicilar arasindaki is-
birliginin desteklemek ve guclendirmek.

»> Ortak oncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insas: slrecini ve sirece katilimi
etkileyecek yenilik¢i yaklasimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil, irk, renk, cinsiyet, siyasi
goris ve inang farki gozetmeksizin insan haklarini tesvik etmek ve korumak.
Demokratik Gelisim Enstitist (DPI), Turkiye'de demokratik bir ¢cézimun gelisti-
rilmesi icin, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini, fikirlerini, kaygilarini
ve onerilerini paylastiklar: bir ortami tesvik etmeyi amaclamaktadir. Calismala-
rimiz, demokratik ¢6zimin saglanmasi igin kilit 6nem tastyan konularda fikir
birligine varma ve uzlasilan konular: sahiplenme yetenegine sahip ¢ogulcu bir
siyasi alanin gelistirilmesini desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak gicli bir kamusal tartismayi; barisi ve demokrasiyi uluslararasi
dizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik katilimlar: tesvik etmek icin uzmanliga ve pratige
dayali bir bakis acisiyla hareket ediyoruz. Bu cercevede baris ve demokratik
ilerleme konusunda yapilandirilmis bir kamusal tartismanin olusturulmasina
katkida bulunmayt; baris ve demokrasi insasi tartismalari icin yeni platformlar
yaratmayi ve mevcut platformlar: genisletmeyi amagliyoruz.

Bu amaglara ulasabilmenin geregi olarak, farkl kesimlerin demokrasinin insast
ve glclendirmesi igin bilgilerini, endiselerini ve 6nerilerini acikca paylasabile-
cekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandirilmis tartisma ortamini cesitli seviyelerde
tesvik etmeye calistyoruz. DPI olarak farkli projelerimiz araciligiyla akademi, si-
vil toplum ve karar alicilar arasindaki isbirligini desteklemeyi ve gticlendirmeyi
de hedefliyoruz.
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BOARD MEMBERS
YONETIM KURULU UYELERI

Kerim Yildiz (Chief Executive Officer / fcra Kurulu Bagkani)

Kerim Yildiz is an expert in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, in-
ternational human rights law and minority rights, having worked
on numerous projects in these areas over his career. Yildiz has re-
ceived a number of awards, including from the Lawyers Committee
for Human Rights for his services to protect human rights and promo-
te the rule of law in 1996, and the Sigrid Rausing Trust's Human Rights award for
Leadership in Indigenous and Minority Rights in 2005. Yildiz is also a recipient of
the 2011 Gruber Prize for Justice. He has also written extensively on international
humanitarian law, conflict, and various human rights mechanisms.

Kerim Yildiz catisma ¢6ziimi, barisin insasi, uluslararast insan haklart ve azinlik
haklar1 konusunda uzman bir isimdir ve kariyeri boyunca bu alanlarda ¢ok ¢esit-
li projelerde ¢alismustir. Kerim Yildiz, 1996 yilinda insan haklarinin korunmast ve
hukuk kurallarimin uygulanmast yénindeki ¢abalarindan 6tiirt Insan Haklart Icin
Avukatlar Komitesi Odiilti'ne, 2005'te Sigrid Rausing Trust Vakfimin Azinlik Haklart
alaninda Liderlik Oduli'ne ve 2011de ise Gruber Vakfi Uluslararast Adalet Odiiliine
layik gérilmusttr. Uluslararast insan haklart hukuku, insancil hukuk ve azinlik hak-
lart konularinda énemli bir isim olan Yildiz, uluslararas: insan haklart hukuku ve
insan haklari mekanizmalart tizerine ¢ok sayida yazili esere sahiptir.
'%‘]
" He is the former Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of Eng-
land and Wales and former President of the Union Internationale
des Avocats. He has appeared at all court levels in England and Wales,
before the Privy Council on appeals from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and the
Bahamas, and in the High Court of the Republic of Singapore and the European

Court of Human Rights. Stewart has also been the chair of the Dialogue Advisory
Group since its founding in 2008.

Nicholas Stewart QC (Chair / Yonetim Kurulu Bagkani)

Nicholas Stewart, QC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge
(Chancery and Queen’s Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom.

Tecrtibeli bir hukukgu olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallik Yiiksek Mahkemesi (Chan-
cery and Queen’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hGkimidir. Gegmiste Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu
Insan Haklart Komitesi Baskanligi (Bar Human Rihts Committee of England and
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Wales) ve Uluslararast Avukatlar Birligi (Union Internationale des Avocats) bas-
kanligi gorevlerinde bulunmustur. Ingiltere ve Gallerde gerceklesen ve Malezyaq,
Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar, Singapur ve Avrupa insan Haklari mahkemele-
rinin temyiz konseylerinde gérus bildirdi. Stewart, 2008deki kurulusundan bu yana
Diyalog Danisma Grubunun baskanhgini da yurtttyor.

Priscilla Hayner

Priscilla Hayner is co-founder of the International Center for Tran-
sitional Justice and is currently on the UN Department of Political
Affairs Standby Team of Mediation Experts. She is a global ex-
pert on truth commissions and transitional justice initiatives and
has authored several books on these topics, including Unspeakable
Truths, which analyses truth commissions globally. Hayner has recently engaged
in the recent Colombia talks as transitional justice advisor to Norway, and in the
2008 Kenya negotiations as human rights advisor to former UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan and the United Nations-African Union mediation team. Hayner has also
worked significantly in the implementation stages following a peace agreement or
transition, including Sierra Leone in 1999 and South Sudan in 2015.

Gecis Dénemi Adaleti icin Uluslararast Merkez'in (International Center for Tran-
sitional Justice) kurucularindan olan Priscilla Hayner, ayni zamanda BM Kidemli
Arabuluculuk Darmismanlart ERibindedir. Hakikat komisyonlari, gegis dénemi ada-
leti inisiyatifleri ve mekanizmalar: konusunda ktresel bir uzman olan Hayner, ha-
kikat komisyonlarini kiresel olarak analiz eden Unspeakable Truths (Konulmayan
GercekRler) da dahil olmak tizere, alanda pek ¢ok yayina sahiptir. Hayner, yakin za-
manda Kolombiya baris gérismelerinde Norvec'in gecis déonemi adaleti danisman
olarak ve 2008 Kenya miizakerelerinde eski BM Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan ve Bir-
lesmis Milletler-Afrika Birligi arabuluculuk ekibinin insan haklar: danismant olarak
gbrev yapmustir. Hayner, 1999da Sierra Leone ve 2015'te Guney Sudan da dahil
olmak tzere bircok tilkede, baris anlasmast ve gegis sonrast uygulamalart konula-
rinda calismalar yapmstir.
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Arild Humlen

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Asso-
ciation’s Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number
of jurisdictions, with emphasis on international civil law and hu-
man rights, and he has lectured at the law faculty of several univer-
sities in Norway. Humlen is the recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar
Association of Oslo for his work on the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the
Honor Prize from the international organisation Save the Children for his efforts to
strengthen the legal rights of children.

Hukukgu olan Arild Humlen ayni zamanda Norveg¢ Barosu Hukuk Komitesinin di-
rektéradur. Uluslararast medeni hukuk ve insan haklart gibi yargt alanlar: tzerine
cok sayida yazist yayinlanmis, Norvec'te bir dizi hukuk faktltesinde ders vermistir.
Oslo Barosu btinyesinde Siginmacilik ve Gé¢gmenlik Hukuku Davalart Calisma Gru-
bu baskani olarak yaptigi caismalardan dolay: Oslo Barosu Onur Odtli'ne layik
gorilmusttr.

Jacki Muirhead

Jacki Muirhead was appointed Chambers Administrator at De-
vereux Chambers, London, UK, in November 2015. Her previous
roles include Practice Director at FJ Cleveland LLP, Business Ma-
nager at Counsels’ Chambers Limited and Deputy Advocates Clerk
at the Faculty of Advocates, UK.

Su anda Devereux Chambers isimli hukuk firmasinda st dtizey yénetici olarak gé-
rev yapan Jacki Muirhead bu gérevinden 6nce Cleveland Hukuk Firmast ¢alisma
direktért, Counsel's Chambers Limited isimli hukukc¢ular odasinda sef katip ve Avu-
katlar Faktltesinde (Faculty of Advocates) pazarlama mudtrt olarak ¢calismustir.
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Antonia Potter Prentice

43
i > Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015 -
-, | a global network of humanitarian and development organisations.
Prentice has extensive experience on a range of humanitarian, de-
velopment, peacemaking and peacebuilding issues through her pre-
vious positions, including interim Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint
Peace Fund for Myanmar and providing technical advice to the Office of the Special
Envoy of the UN Secretary General to the Yemen peace process. Prentice has also
been involved in various international organisations including UN Women, Dialo-
gue Advisory Group, and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue. Prentice co-founded
the Athena Consortium as part of which she acts as Senior Manager on Mediation
Support, Gender and Inclusion for the Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) and as
Senior Adviser to the European Institute for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluslarimin ve kalkinma o6rgtitlerinin ktire-
sel agi olan Ittifak 2015'in direktéridtr. Prentice, Myanmar i¢in Ortak Baris Fonuna
gecici Kidemli Cinsiyet Darusmani ve Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Yemen Ozel
Elcisi Ofisi'ne teknik tavsiyeler vermek de dahil olmak tizere insancil faaliyetler, kal-
Rinma, baris yapma ve baris insast gibi konularda sivil toplum btinyesinde 17 yillik
bir calisma tecriibesine sahiptir. BM Kadinlari, Diyalog Darisma Grubu ve Insani
Yardim Diyalogu Merkezi gibi gesitli uluslararas: érgtitlerde gérev yapan Prentice,
Ruruculart arasinda yer aldigi Athena Konsorsiyomu Arabuluculuk Destedi, Top-
lumsal Cinsiyet ve Kaynastirma icin Kriz Yonetimi Insiyatifinde yoneticilik ve Avru-
pa Baris Enstitiistine (EIP) basdanismanlik yapmaktadir.
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Catherine Woollard

Catherine Woollard is the current Secretary General for ECRE, the
European Council for Refugees and Exiles, a pan-European alli-
ance of 96 NGOs protecting and advancing the rights of refugees,
asylum seekers and displaced persons. Previously she served as the
Director of the Brussels Office of Independent Diplomat, and from
2008 to 2014 she was the Executive Director of the European Peacebuilding Liaison
Office (EPLO) - a Brussels-based network of not-for-profit organisations working
on conflict prevention and peacebuilding. She also held the positions of Director
of Policy, Communications and Comparative Learning at Conciliation Resources,
Senior Programme Coordinator (South East Europe/CIS/Turkey) at Transparency
International and Europe/Central Asia Programme Coordinator at Minority Rights
Group International. Woollard has additionally worked as a consultant advising
governments on anti-corruption and governance reform, as a lecturer in political
science, teaching and researching on the EU and international politics, and for the
UK civil service.

Catherine Woollard, Avrupa Mitilteci ve Stirgtinler Konseyi (ECRE) Genel Sekrete-
ridir. ECRE, Avrupa tlkelerinin ittifakina dayali ve uluslararast koruma alaninda ¢a-
lisan yaklasik 96 sivil toplum kurulusunun tye oldugu bir agdir. Gegmiste Bagimsiz
Diplomatlar Grubu'nun Briiksel Ofis Direktért olarak ¢calisan Woollard 2008-2014
yillart arasinda ¢atismanin énlenmesi ve barisin insaast tizerine ¢alisan sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin olusturdugu bir ag olan Avrupa Baris Insaast Irtibat Biirosu'nun di-
rektéru olarak gérev yapmstir. Conciliation Resourcesda Siyaset, Iletisim ve Karsi-
lastirmal Ogrenme Birimi Direktord, Transparency Internationalda Giineydogu Av-
rupa ve Tirkiye Kidemli Program Koordinatéru, Minority Rights Groupda Avrupa
ve Orta Asya Program Koordinatéru olarak gorev yaprustir. HiiRtimetlere yolsuz-
luk konusunda danismanlik hizmeti vermis, akademisyen olarak Birlesik KralliR'taki
kamu kurumu calisanlarina siyaset bilimi, AB tizerine egitim ve arastirma ve ulusla-
rarasi politika alanlarinda dersler vermistir.
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COUNCIL OF EXPERTS
UZMANLAR KURULU UYELERI

Bertie Ahern

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a
position to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial
appointments as well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining
moment of Mr Ahern’s three terms in office as Taoiseach was the
successful negotiation of the Good Friday Agreement in April 1998.
Mr Ahern held the Presidency of the European Council in 2004, presid-
ing over the historic enlargement of the EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Gov-
ernment in 2008 Mr Ahern has dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively
involved with many groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The
Inter Action Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of the Interna-
tional Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country; Honorary Adjunct Profes-
sor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in NUI Maynooth; Member of the Kennedy
Institute of NUI Maynooth; Member of the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin;
Member of the Varkey Gems Foundation Advisory Board; Member of Crisis Manage-
ment Initiative; Member of the World Economic Forum Agenda Council on Negotiation
and Conflict Resolution; Member of the IMAN Foundation; Advisor to the Legislative
Leadership Institute Academy of Foreign Affairs; Senior Advisor to the International
Advisory Council to the Harvard International Negotiation Programme; and Director of
Co-operation Ireland.

Tecrtbeli bir siyasetci olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gérevinden sonra Irlanda
Cumhuriyeti Basbakani olarak gérev yapmustir. Bertie Ahern’in basbakanlik yaptigi do-
nemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilimin Nisan ayinda Haywrlh Cuma Anlasmastyla
sonuclanan baris gériismesi miizakerelerinin baslatiimas: olmustur. Ahern, 2004 yilin-
da Avrupa Konseyi baskanhgi gorevini ytirtittirken Avrupa Birliginin tye tilke sayisinin
27ye ciktig tarihsel stirecte payt olan en énemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda
aktif siyasetten gekilen Bertie Ahern o tarihten bu yana btitiin zamanini catisma ¢6-
zimu calismalarina ayirmakta ve bu amacla pek ¢ok grupla temaslarda bulunmak-
tadir. Ahern’in hali hazirda sahip oldugu tinvanlar sunlardir: The Inter Action Council
Esbagkanlg, Clinton Ktiresel Insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask Ulkesindeki Catisma Uzerine Ca-
lisma Ytriten Uluslararast Grup Uyeligi, Irlanda Ulusal Universitesi Arabuluculuk ve
Catismaya Mtidahale Béltimiti Fahri Profesérltigu, Berlin Ktltiirel Diplomasi Enstittisu
Uyeligi, Varkey Gems Vakfi Darugma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz Idaresi Inisiyatifi Uyeligi, Din-
ya Ekonomik Forumu Mtzakere ve Catisma Céziimt Forumu Konsey Uyeligi, Harvard
Uluslararast Mtizakere Programu Uluslararast Danismanlar Konseyi Basdanismant.
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Dermot Ahern

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Gov-
ernment Minister and was a key figure for more than 20 years
in the Irish peace process, including in negotiations for the
Good Friday Agreement and the St Andrews Agreement. He
also has extensive experience at the EU Council level, including
as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional and Lisbon
Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gecmiste Irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilliji ve kabinede bakanlik gérevlerinde
bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir stire Irlanda baris strecinde anahtar
bir rol oynamustir ve bu stre icinde Belfast Anlasmasit (Hayirlh Cuma Anlasmasi)
ve St. Andrews Anlasmast icin yapilan muzakerelere dahil olmustur. AB Konseyi
seviyesinde de énemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern, AB Anayasasi ve Lizbon Antlasma-
lart stirecinde de énemli bir arabulucu ve imzact olmustur. 2005 yilinda dénemin
Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan tarafindan BM Reformu konusun-
da 6zel temsilci olarak atanmustir.

Prof. Dr. Askin Asan

Professor Dr. Askin Asan is an executive board member of the

Maarif Foundation, a member of Turkey’s Democracy Platform,

and a faculty member at Istanbul Ticaret University. Elected as

a Member of the Turkish Grand National Assembly from Anka-

ra, Prof. Dr. Asan served as a vice president of the Parliamentary

Assembly of the Mediterranean and was a member of the Turkish

Delegation of the Parliamentary Union of the Organisation of the Islamic Con-

ference during her time in parliamentary office. She is a former Deputy Minister

of Family and Social Policies (2011-2014) and was Rector of Avrasya University
in Trabzon between 2014-2017.

Maarif Vakfit Mttevelli Heyeti tiyesi ve Ttirkiye Demokrasi Platformu kurucu tye-
siolan Askin Asan, 23. Dénem'de Ankara Milletvekili olarak Parlamentoda gérev
yapti.. TBMM'de AkRdeniz Parlamenter Asamblesi (APA) Tiirk Grubu Baskani, Milli
Egitim, Genglik ve Spor Komisyonu ve IKOPAB Ttrk Grubu Uyesi oldu. 2011-2014
Yillart arasinda Aile ve Sosyal Politikalar Bakanligt Bakan Yardimcist gérevini
yuritti. 2014-2017 yillart arasinda Avrasya Universitesi'nin rektérligind yapan
Asan, su an Istanbul Ticaret Universitesi 6gretim tyesidir.
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Prof. Dr. Mehmet Asutay

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle East-
ern and Islamic Political Economy & Finance at the Durham
University Business School, UK. He researches, teaches and
supervises research on Islamic political economy and finance,
Middle Eastern economic development and finance, the political
economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish political
economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic Economics and
Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic Economics, as well
as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic Social Science. He is the
Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British Society for Middle Eastern Stud-
ies); and of the IAIE (International Association for Islamic Economics).

Dr. Mehmet Asutay, Ingiltere'deki Durham Universitesi'nin Isletme Fakiiltesinde
Ortadogu’nun Islami Siyasal ERonomisi ve Finanst alaninda profesor olarak gé-
rev yapmaktadir. Asutay Tark ve Kiirt siyasal ekonomisi, Islami siyasal ekono-
mi, ve Ortadogu'da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler vermekte, arastirmalar
yapmakta ve yapilan arastirmalara danismanlik yapmaktadir.

Ali Bayramoglu
Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since
1994, he has contributed as a columnist for a variety of news-
papers. He is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor. He is a
member of the former Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, es-
tablished by then-Prime Minister Erdogan.

Yazar ve siyaset yorumcusu olan Ali Bayramoglu uzun yillar gtinlik yayinlanan
Yeni Safak gazetesinde kRdse yazarlig: yapmustir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in bas-
bakanligi déneminde olusturulan ARil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almustir. Bayra-
moglu kése yazilarina su an Al-Monitor'de devam etmektedir.

Prof. Christine Bell

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh,
Scotland. She is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assis-
tant Principal (Global Justice) at the University of Edinburgh,
Co-director of the Global Justice Academy, and a member of
the British Academy. She was chairperson of the Belfast-based
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human rights organization, the Committee on the Administration of Justice,
from 1995-7, and a founder member of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Com-
mission established under the terms of the Belfast Agreement. In 1999 she was
a member of the European Commission’s Committee of Experts on Fundamental
Rights. She is an expert on transitional justice, peace negotiations, constitution-
al law and human rights law. She regularly conducts training on these topics
for diplomats, mediators and lawyers, has been involved as a legal advisor in
a number of peace negotiations, and acted as an expert in transitional justice
for the UN Secretary-General, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and UNIFEM.

Iskogya’min baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiriiten bir hukuk¢udur. Edin-
burgh Universitesinde Anayasa hukuku profesérd olarak ve aymn tniver-
site blinyesindeki Kiresel Adalet Projesinde Mudur yardimcist olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Ingiliz Akademisi tiyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillar: arasinda
Belfast merkezli Insan Haklart 6rgtitii Adalet Idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve
Belfast Anlasmast sartlari gercevesinde kurulan Kuzey irlanda Insan Haklar
Komisyonu kurucu uyesi olarak gérev yapti. 1999da ise Avrupa Komisyonu
Temel Haklar Uzmanlar Komitesi tyeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik alanlar
Gecgis Dénemi Adaleti, Baris Mtizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve Insan Haklari
olan Prof. Bell, ayni zamanda bu konularda diplomat, arabulucu ve hukukc¢u-
lara egitim vermekte, BM Genel Sekreterligi, insan Haklar: Yiiksek Komiser-
ligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM'in de dahil oldugu kurumlarda hukuk danismant olarak
gorev yapmaktadir.

Oral Qalislar

Oral Calislar completed his studies at the Ankara University

Faculty of Political Sciences. Was President of the Club of So-

cialist Thought at the university, as well as Secretary-General

of the Ankara University Student Union. Wrote for Turk Solu
journal which was launched in 1967 and for the Aydinlik journal

which was launched in 1968. Was member of the editorial board of Aydinlik
journal. Was arrested after the 12th of March 1971 military coup. Remained
imprisoned for three years until the Amnesty law adopted in 1974. Was Editor
in Chief for the Aydinlik daily newspaper launched in 1978. Was arrested again
after the 12th of September 1980 military coup and released in August 1988
after four years in prison. Lived in Hamburg between 1990 and 1992 upon the
invitation of the Senate of Hamburg. Worked for Cumhuriyet daily between
1992 and 2008. Broadcast television programmes on different channels, in-
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cluding TRT, 24TV, 360, and SKYTURK. Transferred from Cumhuriyet daily to
Radikal daily in 2008. Between 2004-2007, he was in board of Turkish Jour-
nalists Association. He has a permanent press card. Became Editor in Chief for
Taraf daily in 2013. Was part of the Wise People Committee in the same year.
Later had to leave Taraf daily alongside Halil Berktay, Alper Goérmus, Vahap
Coskun, Erol Katircioglu, Mithat Sancar, and Yildiray Ogur, among others, after
the intervention of the Giilen Congregation. Returned to Radikal daily. Started
writing for Posta daily after 2016, when Radikal was discontinued. Continues
work as a commentator on TV news channels. Has 20 published books, includ-
ing The Leaders’ Prison, Hz. Ali, Mamak Prison from the 12th of March to 12th
of September, The Kurdish Issue with Ocalan and Burkay, My 68 Memoirs, The
Alevis, When Deniz and Friends Were Executed, My Childhood in Tarsus, The
History of Gulenism. Recipient of a large number of journalism and research
awards. Married (1976) to author and journalist ipek Caliglar. Father of author
Resat Calislar.

Oral Calislar Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiltesi'nde egitimini tamam-
ladi. Universitede Sosyalist Fikir Kuliibi baskanhgini ve Ankara Universitesi
Ogrenci Birligi genel sekreterligini yapti. 1967de kurulan Tirk Solu ve 1967de
kurulan Aydinlik dergileri icin yazdi. Ayrica Aydinlik dergisinin yayin kurulu tiye-
siydi. 12 Mart 1971 darbesinden sonra tutukland: ve 1974'te af yasasi ¢ikana
kadar tg yil cezaevinde kaldi. 1978 yilinda ¢ikan Aydinlik Gazetesinin yaz isleri
mudurligind yapti. 12 Eylil 1980 darbesi sonrasinda tekrardan tutukland: ve
dort yil cezaevinde kaldiktan sonra AJustos 1988de tahliye edildi. Hamburg Se-
nato’sunun daveti lizerine gittigi Hamburg'da 1990-1992 yillar: arasinda yasadi.
1992 ve 2008 yillart arasinda Cumhuriyet Gazetesinde calisti. TRT, 24TV, 360
ve SKYTURK de dahil olmak tizere cesitli kanallarda televizyon programi yaptt.
2008 yilinda Cumhuriyet’ten Radikal Gazetesi'ne gecis yapti. 2004-2007 yillart
arasinda Turkiye Gazeteciler Cemiyeti Yonetim Kurulu'ndaydi. Kendisinin strekli
basin karti bulunmaktadir. 2013 yilinda Taraf Gazetesi Yazi Isleri Mudtra oldu.
Ay yil Akil insanlar Heyeti'nde yer aldi. Daha sonra, Giilen Cemaatinin mida-
halesi sonucunda, Halil Berktay, Alper Gérmiis, Vahap Coskun, Erol Katircioglu,
Mithat Sancar, Yildiray Ogur ve digerleriyle birlikte Taraftan ayrildi. Radikale
geri donts yapti. Radikal Gazetesi kapandiktan sonra, 2016 yilinda Posta Gaze-
tesi icin yazmaya basladi. Televizyon programlarina siyaset yorumcusu olarak
katilmaya devam etmektedir. 20 kitap yayinlamistir. Bunlarin arasinda ‘Liderler
Hapishanesi, ‘Hz. Ali, ‘Mamak Askeri Cezaevi, ‘Ocalan ve Burkay’la Ktirt Sorunu,
‘68 Anilarim, ‘Aleviler, ‘Denizler Idama Giderken, ‘Cocuklugumun Tarsus'u’ ve Fe-
tullah¢ihgin Tarihi’ de bulunmaktadir. Gazetecilik ve arastirma alanlarinda bir-
cok odiile sahiptir. 1976'dan beri yazar ve gazeteci Ipek Calislar ile evlidir. Yazar
Resat Calislarin babasidir.
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Cengiz Gandar

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely
respected online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey
and the Middle East. He is a former war correspondent and
an expert on the Middle East. He served as a special adviser
to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal. Cengiz Candar is a
Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm University Institute

for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve kdse yazart olan Candar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesi igin
kése yazarligi yapmustir. Al Monitor haber sitesinde kose yazarligi yapmak-
tadir. Ortadogu konusunda énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir dénem savas
muhabiri olarak ¢alismis veTirkiye eski Cumhurbaskant merhum Turgut Ozala
6zel danismanlik yapmustir.

Andy Carl

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution
and public participation in peace processes. He believes that
building peace is not an act of charity but an act of justice.
He co-founded and was Executive Director of Conciliation Re-
sources. Previously, he was the first Programme Director with
In- ternational Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of Practice at the
School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an adviser to a number of
peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive Peace and Transition Initiative
at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Legal Tools for Peace-Making Project in
Cambridge, and the Oxford Research Group, London.

Andy Carl ¢catisma ¢éziimu ve baris streclerine kamusal katilimin saglanma-
st Uzerine ¢alisan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barisin insaasinin bir hayirseverlik
faaliyetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi ¢cabas: olduguna inanan Carl,
catisma Coéztimu alaninda ¢alisan etkili kurumlardan biri olan Conciliation Re-
sources’'un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dénem Uluslararast Uyar: (Internatio-
nal Alert) isimli kurumda Program Direktéri olarak gérev yapan Carl, halen
Edinburgh Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi btinyesinde Fahri Bilim Kurulu Uyesi
olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Baris insast Uzerine ¢alisan Cenevre Mezunlar In-
siyatifi btinyesindeki Baris ve Gecis Dénemi Inisiyatifi, Cambridge'te ytrtttlen
Barisin Insast icin Yasal Aracglar Projesi ve Londra'da faaliyet yiriiten Oxford
Arastirma Grubu gibi bir dizi kurum ve olusuma danismanlik yapmaya devam
etmektedir.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Dr. Vahap Coskun

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Di-
cle in Diyarbakir where he also completed his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in law. Coskun received his PhD from An-
kara University Faculty of Law. He has written for Serbestiyet
and Kurdistan24 online newspaper. He has published books on
human rights, constitutional law, political theory and social peace.
Coskun was a member of the former Wise Persons Commission in Turkey (Cen-
tral Anatolian Region).

Dr. Vahap Coskun Diyarbakirda, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiltesinde 6gre-
tim tyesidir. Lisans ve lisanststi egitimini Dicle Universitesinde tamamladik-
tan sonra Ankara Universitesinde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamustir. Serbestiyet ve
Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Coskun, insan haklari, anayasa
hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu Ritaplar yayinlamistir. Coskun,
ARil insanlar Komisyonu'nun I¢ Anadolu bélgesi tiyesiydi.

Aysegiil Dogan
Aysegul Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews,
created news files and programmes for independent news plat-
forms. She studied at the Faculty of Cultural Mediation and
Communications at Metz University, and Paris School of Jour-
nalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara bureau of Agence-
France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier International and at the Kurd-
ish service of The Voice of America. She worked as a programme creator at
Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist for the Turkish edition of Le Monde
Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at the Kurdology department of National In-
stitute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations in Paris. She worked on political
communications for a long time. From its establishment in 2011 to its closure in
2016, she worked as a programmes coordinator at IMC TV. She prepared and
presented the programme “Gundem Miuzakere” on the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina ézel réportaj, haber dosyast ve programlar hazir-
layan gazeteci Aysegtl Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiilttirel ve iletisim
Fakiiltesi’nin ardindan egitimine Paris Yiksek Gazetecilik Okulu'nda devam etti.
Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP’nin Ankara, Courrier International’in
Paris blirosunda ve Amerika’nin Sesi Ktirtge servisinde gazeteciliji deneyimledi.
Radyo ERinde programci, Le Monde Diplomatique Ttirkce'de ¢evirmen gazeteci
olarak calisti. Paris’te yasadigi stre icinde Dogu Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri Ensti-
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tiist Kurdoloji béliimiinde okutmanlik yapti. Uzunca bir stire siyaset iletisimi ile
ilgilendi. 2011'de kurulan IMC TV 2016'da kapatilana dek; program koordinatéru
olarak calisti. Ayni kanalda “Gtiindem Mtizakere” programint hazirlad: ve sundu.
Halen tlkesindeki pek ¢ok meslektast gibi etik ilkelere bagli, bagimsiz bir gaze-
teci olarak calisma arayis, istek ve heyecanini Roruyor.

BT Vegard Ellefsen

Vegard is a Norwegian diplomat who retired 31 August 2019
from the foreign service when he left his last posting as am-
bassador to Ankara. He has been twice posted to NATO both
as Permanent representative on the North Atlantic Council and
deputy to the same position. He has earlier been posted to the
Norwegian mission to the U.N. in New York and to the Embassy in
Ottawa. In the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs he has been Political Direc-
tor, Director General for the Regional division, Director of the Minister’s secre-
tariat and special envoy to the Sudan peace talks and special envoy to Syria and
Iraq. Mr. Ellefsen has a Master in Political Science from the University of Oslo.

Norvecli bir diplomat olan Vegard, 31 AGustos 2019'da disislerinden emekli oldu-
gunda Ankara'da buyiikelci olarak gérev yapmaktaydi. Iki kere NATO’ya atanan
Vergard, Kuzey Atlantik Konseyi Daimi Temsilcisi ve Daimi Temsilci Yardimcisi
olarak goérev yapmustir. Daha éncesinde de New York'ta Norveg Birlesmis Millet-
ler Daimi Temsilciligi'nde ve Ottowa Buytikelciliginde bulundu. Norveg Dis Isleri
Bakanhgrnda Siyasi Isler Direktért, Bolgesel Boliinme Genel Miduri, bakanin
Ozel Kalem Mudurligu Direktéri, Sudan baris miizakereleri ézel temsilcisi ve
Suriye ve Irak 6zel temsilcisi olarak gérev aldi. Ellefsen Oslo Universitesinde
Siyaset Bilimi ytiksek lisanst yaprmustir.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Prof. Dr. Fazil Husnu Erdem

Dr. Fazil Hisnu Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and
Head of the Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle Uni-
versity, Diyarbakir. In 2007, Erdem was a member of the com-
mission which was established to draft a new constitution to
replace the Constitution of 1982 which was introduced following
the coup detat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the Wise Persons
Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister Erdogan, in the team
that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia Region.

Fazil Hiisntd Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Faktiltesi Anayasa Hukuku Anabilim
Dali Baskarnuidir. 2007de, 1980 darbesinin takiben ytrtrlige giren 1982 darbe
anayasasint degistirmek tizere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama komisyonunda
yer almistir. Erdem, 2013'de Ttirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hikimeti tarafindan Demokra-
tik acilim ve ¢éziim stireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti tiyesidir.

- Prof. Dr. Salomon Lerner Febres

Professor Dr. Salomon Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy
from Université Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President
~ %/ of the Center for Democracy and Human Rights and Professor
y/ and Rector Emeritus of Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. He
is former President of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Peru. Prof. Lerner has given many talks and speeches about the role
and the nature of university, the problems of scholar research in higher education
and about ethics and public culture. Furthermore, he has participated in numerous
conferences in Peru and other countries about violence and pacification. In addi-
tion, he has been a speaker and panellist in multiple workshops and symposiums
about the work and findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru.
He has received several honorary doctorates as well as numerous recognitions and
distinctions of governments and international human rights institutions.

Prof. Salomén felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini Belcika'dakiUniversité Catho-
lique de Louvainde tamamlamustir. Peru'daki Pontifical Catholic Universitesinin
onursal rektérd sifatint tastyan Prof. Salomdn Lerner Febres, ayni Universite
btinyesindeki Demokrasi ve Insan Haklart Merkezi'nin de baskanligini yapmak-
tadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlasma Komisyonu eski baskanidir. Universitenin roli
ve dogasi, akademik calismalarda karsilasilan zorluklar, etik ve kamu kulttru
konulu ¢ok sayida konusma yapmus, siddet ve pasifizm konusunda Peru basta
olmak tizere pek cok tilkede yapilan konferanslara konusmacit olarak katilmistir.
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Prof. Mervyn Frost

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and
was former Head of the Department of War Studies, at King's
College London, UK. He was previously Chair of Politics at the
University of Natal, Durban, South Africa and was President
of the South African Political Studies Association. He currently
sits on the editorial boards of International Political Sociology and
the Journal of International Political Theory, among others. He is an expert on
human rights in international relations, humanitarian intervention, justice in
world politics, democratising global governance, the just war tradition in an era
of New Wars, and ethics in a globalising world.

Londra’daki King’s College’in Savas Calismalart bélimiintin baskanhgint yap-
maktadir. Daha 6nce Guney Afrika’min Durban sehrindeki Natal Universite-
side Siyaset Bilimi bélimuntiin baskanligint yapmistir. Guney Afrika Siyaset
Calsmalart Enstittisi Baskanhgi gérevinde de bulunan Profesér Frost, In-
san Haklart ve Uluslararasi Iliskiler, Insancil Miidahale, Diinya Siyasetinde
Adalet, Kuresel Yonetimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni Savaslar Déneminde
Adil Savas Gelenegi ve Kiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi konularda uzman bir
isimdir.

David Gorman, Director, Eurasia,

David has more than 25 years of experience in the field of
peacemaking. He started his career in the Middle East and
he went on to work for international organisations on a wide
range of conflicts around the world. David has been based in the
Philippines, Indonesia, Liberia, Bosnia as well as the West Bank and
Gaza and has been working in Eurasia for the last several years. He graduated
from the London School of Economics, was featured in the award winning film
‘Miles and War’ as well as several publications and has published several articles
on mediation.

David'in baris insast alaninda 25 yildan fazla deneyimi bulunmaktadir. David
kariyerine Orta Dogu'da basladi ve daha sonra uluslararast kurumlarda, diinya-
nin ¢esitli yerlerinde olan ¢atismalar tizerinde ¢alisti. Kendisi Filipinler, Endonez-
ya, Liberya, Bosna, Batt Seria ve Gazze'de bulundu. Son birkag yildir da Avrasya
bélgesinde ¢alismaktadir. David London School of Economicsden mezun oldu,
odlli ‘Miles and War’ filminde ve ¢esitli yayinlarda yer ald: ve arabuluculukla
ilgili cesitli makaleler yayimladh.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Martin Griffiths

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and current-
ly the UN’s Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010 he was the
founding Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in
Geneva where he specialised in developing political dialogue be-
tween governments and insurgents in a range of countries across
Asia, Africa and Europe. He is a co-founder of Inter Mediate, a Lon-
don based NGO devoted to conflict resolution, and has worked for international
organisations including UNICEF, Save the Children, Action Aid, and the Europe-
an Institite of Peace. Griffiths has also worked in the British Diplomatic Service
and for the UN, including as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs
(Geneva), Deputy to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York), Regional Hu-
manitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordinator in the Balkans
and Deputy Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria (UNSMIS).

Ust dizeyde uluslararast bir arabulucu olan Martin Griffiths, uluslararast bir
arabulucudur ve yakin zamanda BM Yemen Ozel Temsilcisi olarak atanmistir.
Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa kitalarindaki cesitli tlkelerde hiikiimetler ile isyanct
gruplar arasinda siyasal diyalog gelistirilmesi tizerine ¢alisan Cenevredeki in-
sani Diyalog Merkezi'nin (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue) kurucu direktéru
olan Martin Griffiths 1999-2010 yillart arasinda bu gérevi sirdirmustur. Catis-
ma ¢ézumu tzerine calisan Londra merkezli Inter Mediate’in kuruculart arasin-
da bulunan Griffiths, UNICEF, Save the Children ve Action Aid isimli uluslararasi
kurumlarda da gérev yapmustir. Ingiltere Diplomasi Servisindeki hizmetlerinin
yant sira Birlesmis Milletler biinyesinde Cenevre Ofisinde insani Faaliyetler Bé-
[timii'nde yénetici, New York ofisinde Acil Yardim Koordinatéri yardimciligi, Bu-
yuk Goller (Great Lakes) bélgesinde Insani Yardim Koordinatéri, Balkanlarda
BM Bolgesel Koordinatéri ve BM eski Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annanin BM ve Arap
Birligi adina Suriye 6zel temsilciliji yaptigi dénemde kendisine bas danismanlik
yapmistir.
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Kezban Hatemi

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is
registered with the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked
as a self employed lawyer, as well as Turkey’s National Com-
mission to UNESCO and a campaigner and advocate during the
Bosnian War. She was involved in drafting the Turkish Civil Code
and Law of Foundations as well as in preparing the legal ground-
work for the chapters on Religious Freedoms and Minorities and Community
Foundations within the Framework Law of Harmonization prepared by Turkey in
preparation for EU accession. She has published articles on women'’s, minority
groups, children, animals and human rights and the fight against drugs. She is
a member of the former Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, established by then
Prime Minister Erdogan, and sits on the Board of Trustees of the Technical Uni-
versity and the Darulacaze Foundation.

Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Faktltesinden mezun olduktan sonra Istanbul Ba-
rosuna Rayitli olarak avukatlik yapmaya baslamistir. Serbest avukatlik yap-
manin yan sira UNESCO Tirkiye Milli Komisyonu'nda hukukc¢u olarak gérev
yapmis, Bosna savast sirasinda strdurtlen savas karsitt kampanyalarda aktif
olarak yer almistir. Tlrkiye’nin Avrupa Birliji'ne tyelik stireci geregi hazirlanan
Uyum Yasalart Cergeve Yasasinin Dini Ozgtrliikler, Azinliklar ve Vakiflar ile il-
gili bélimlerine iliskin hukuki ¢alismalarda yer almis, Ttirk Ceza Kanunu ve Va-
kiflar Kanunu'nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda gérev almustir. Insan haklary,
kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, ¢cocuk haklari, hayvan haklar: ve uyusturucu ile
mticadele konularinda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in
basbakanlig: déneminde olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almistir. Bunun

yant sira Istanbul Universitesi ile Dartilacaze Vakfi Miitevelli heyetlerinde gérev
yapmaktadir.

Dr. Edel Hughes

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Senior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex Uni-
versity. Prior to joining Middlesex University, Dr Hughes was a
Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of East London and a
Lecturer in Law and the University of Limerick. She was award-
ed an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human Rights Law from
the National University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and 2009, re-

spectively. Her research interests are in the areas of international human rights
law, public international law, and conflict transformation, with a regional in-
terest in Turkey and the Middle East. She has published widely on these areas.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Dr. Edel Hughes, Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde kidemli 6gretim
tyesidir. Daha 6nce Dogu Londra Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi ve Limerick Uni-
versitesinde gérev yapan Hughes, doktorasini 2003-2009 yillar: arasinda Irlan-
da Ulusal Universitesi'nde Uluslararast Insan Haklart Hukuku alaninda tamam-
lamistir. Hughes’un bircok yayininin da bulundugu calisma alanlart icinde, Orta
Dogu'yu ve Ttrkiye'yi de kapsayan sekilde, uluslararast insan haklart hukuku,
uluslararast kamu hukuku ve ¢atisma ¢éziimi yer almaktadir.

Kadir inanir

Kadir Iinanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed

actor and director, and has starred in well over a hundred

films. He has won several awards for his work in Turkish cin-

ema. He graduated from Marmara University Faculty of Com-
munication. In 2013 he became a member of the Wise Persons
Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yénetmen Kadir Inamir, 100’4 askin filmde rol almis ve Turk si-
nemasina katkilarindan dolayt pek ¢ok édtile layik gériismiistir. 1949 senesinde
Ordu, Fatsa'da dogan Inamir, Marmara Universitesi Iletisim Faktltesi Radyo-Te-
levizyon Bolimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde baris siirecini yonetmek

amaciyla kurulan ARkil Insanlar Heyetine Akdeniz Bélgesi temsilcisi olarak gir-
mistir.

Prof. Dr. Ahmet insel

Professor Ahmet Insel is a former faculty member of Gal-
atasaray University in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon
Sorbonne University, France. He is Managing Editor of the
Turkish editing house, Iletisim, and member of the editorial
board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist at
Cumhuriyet newspaper and an author who published several books

and articles in both Turkish and French.

Iletisim Yayinlart Yayin Kurulu Koordinatérligtint ytrtiten Ahmet Insel, Galata-
saray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesinde égretim tyesi
olarak gérev yapmustir. Birikim Dergisi yayin Rolektifi tiyesi ve Cumhuriyet Ga-
zetesinde kése yazaridir. Tlirkge ve Fransizca olmak tizere ¢ok sayida kitabt ve
makalesi bulunmaktadir.
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Aleka Kessler

Aleka Kessler works as Project Officer at the Centre for Human-
itarian Dialogue (HD). Having joined HD in 2017 to work on
Syria, Aleka has been coordinating mediation project in com-
plex conflict settings. Previously, Aleka also worked with Mé-

decins Sans Frontieres and the United Nations Association Mex-

ico. She holds a degree in International Relations from the University
of Geneva and a Master’s degree in Development Studies from the Graduate
Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, where she spe-
cialized in humanitarian affairs, negotiation and conflict resolution.

Aleka Kessler Insani Diyalog Merkezinde (HD) proje sorumlusu olarak ca-
lismaktadir. Suriye tzerinde ¢alismak icin 2017 yihnda HD’ye katilan Kessler,
karmasik catisma ortamlarinda arabuluculuk projesini yuritmektedir. Kessler
daha 6nce Sinir Tamimayan Doktorlar ve Meksika Birlesmis Milletler Dernegi'n-
de ¢alismugtir. Lisans egitimini Cenevre Universitesi Uluslararast iliskiler Bolu-
mi’'nde tamamlayan Kessler, daha sonra ytksek lisansint yine Cenevrede bulu-
nan Uluslararast ve Kalkinma Calismalart Yiiksek Lisans Enstitiistinde (IHEID)
Kalkinma Calismalart alaninda yapti. Kessler insant yardim, arabuluculuk ve
catisma ¢6zimu alanlarinda uzmanlasmstir.

Avila Kilmurray

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland
Women’s Coalition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiat-
ing team for the Good Friday Agreement and has written exten-
sively on community action, the women’s movement and conflict

transformation. She serves as an adviser on the Ireland Committee of
the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well as a board member of Concilia-
tion Resources (UK) and the Institute for British Irish Studies. She was the first
Women's Officer for the Transport & General Workers Union for Ireland (1990-
1994) and from 1994-2014 she was Director of the Community Foundation for
Northern Ireland, managing EU PEACE funding for the re-integration of political
ex-prisoners in Northern Ireland as well as support for community-based peace
building. She is a recipient of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philan-
thropy through the European Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is working as a
consultant with The Social Change Initiative to support work with the Migrant
Learning Exchange Programme and learning on peace building.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucusudur ve bu siya-
si partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirli Cuma Anlasmast miizakerelerine
kRatilmistir. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve catismanin déntisimut gibi ko-
nularda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve irlanda’da aralarinda
Conciliation Resources (Uzlasma Kaynaklari), the Global Fund for Community
Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar icin Kirsel Fon) , Conflict Resolution Services
Ireland (Irlanda Catisma Cozumii Hizmetleri) ve the Institute for British Irish
Studies (Britanya ve Irlanda ¢alismalart Enstittst) isimli kurumlarda yénetim
Rurulu tyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. 1990-94 yillart arasinda Ulasim ve Ge-
nel Isciler Sendikasinda Kadinlardan Sorumlu Yénetici olarak calismuis ve bu
gobrevi yerine getiren ilk kadin olmustur. 1994-2014 yillart arasinda Kuzey Ir-
landa Toplum Vakfrnin direktérligind yapmis ve bu gérevi sirasinda eski si-
yasi mahkumlarin yeniden entegrasyonu ile barisin toplumsal zeminde yeniden
insasina dair Avrupa Birligi fonlarinin idaresini ylritmustir. Avrupa Vakiflar
Merkezi tarafindan verilen Yenilik¢i Hayirseverler Raymond Georis Oduli’niin
de sahibidir.

Prof. Ram Manikkalingam

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the
Dialogue Advisory Group, an independent organisation that
facilitates political dialogue to reduce violence. He is a mem-
ber of the Special Presidential Task Force on Reconciliation in
Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the University of Amsterdam.
Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri Lankan peace process to then
President Kumaratunga. He has served as an advisor with Ambassador rank at
the Sri Lanka Mission to the United Nations in New York and prior to that he
was an advisor on International Security to the Rockefeller Foundation. He is an
expert on issues pertaining to conflict, multiculturalism and democracy, and has
authored multiple works on these topics. He is a founding board member of the
Laksham Kadirgamar Institute for Strategic Studies and International Relations,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Boliima'nde misafir Profesér olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet baskanina baris streci icin damismanlik yap-
mustir. Danismanlik goérevini hala stirdirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlart arasinda
catisma, cokRultirlilik, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram Manikkalin-
gam, Sri Lanka'daki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Calismalar ve Uluslararast
Iliskiler Enstittisti'nin kRurucu tyesi ve yonetim Rurulu tyesidir.
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Bejan Matur

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She
has published ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing
she focuses mainly on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue,
minority issues, prison literature and women’s rights. She has
won several literary prizes and her work has been translated
into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the Diyar-
bakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the Daily Zaman,
and occasionally for the English version, Today’'s Zaman.

Ttrkiye’nin onde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alaninda
yaytmlanmis 10 Ritabt bulunmaktadir. 2012 yihimin basina kadar yazdig: diizenli
kése yazilarinda Ktrt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, gundelik siyaset, azinlik sorunla-
ri, cezaevi yazilar: ve kadin sorunu gibi konulart islemistir. Yapitlar: 28 degisik
dile cevrilen Matur, ¢cok sayida edebiyat ¢dilu sahibidir. Diyarbakir Kiltir ve
Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Baskanhgt gérevinde bulunmustur.

Prof. Monica McWilliams

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Jus-
tice Institute at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She
currently serves on a three-person panel established by the
Northern Ireland government to make recommendations on
the disbandment of paramilitary organisations in Northern Ire-
land. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof. McWilliams
co-founded the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition political party and was
elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations, which took place in
1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a member of the Northern Ireland
Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003. Prof. McWilliams is a signatory of the
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and has chaired the Implementation Committee
on Human Rights on behalf of the British and Irish governments. For her role in
delivering the peace agreement in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one
recipient of the John F. Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesindeki Gecis Dénemi Adaleti Ens-
titisti'ne bagh Kadin Calismalart Bélimi'nde 6gretim tyesidir. 2005- 2011 yil-
lart arasinda Kuzey irlanda Insan Haklart Komisyonu Komiseri olarak Kuzey
Irlanda Haklar Beyannamesi icin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu olarak gé-
rev yapmustir. Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucularindan olan Prof.
McWilliams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirli Cuma) Baris Anlasmast’nin imzalanma-
styla sonuglanan Cok Partili Baris Gortiismelerinde yer almistir.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Hanne Melfald

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs for eight years including as the Senior Adviser to
the Secretariat of the Foreign Minister of Norway before she
became a Project Manager in HD’s Eurasia office in 2015. She
previously worked for the United Nations for six years including
two years with the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghani-
stan as Special Assistant to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General.
She has also worked for the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs in Nepal and Geneva, as well as for the Norwegian Refugee
Council and the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration. Melfald has a degree
in International Relations from the University of Bergen and the University of
California, Santa Barbara, as well as a Master’s degree in Political Science from
the University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, basdanismanlik dahil olmak tizere 8 yil boyunca Norveg Disisleri
Bakanlig: biinyesinde cesitli gérevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yilindan itibaren Insani
Diyalog icin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde Proje Muduru olarak
calismaya baslamistir. Ge¢miste Birlesmis Milletler btinyesinde gérev almis, bu
gorevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis Milletler'in Afganistan Yardim Misyo-
nunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel Temsilcisi olarak gérev yaprustir. Ayrica Birles-
mis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi btinyesinde bulunan Nepal Insani Yardim Koor-
dinasyon Ofisinde de goérev almistir. Bir dénem Norveg Siginmacilar Konseyi ve
Norveg¢ Gégmenlik Isleri Mudurltigiinde ¢calisan Hanna Melfald Norveg¢'in Bergen
ve ABD’nin Kaliforniya Universitelerinde aldigi Uluslararast Iliskiler egitimini
Olso Universitesinde aldig: Siyaset Bilimi ytiksek lisans egitimiyle tamamlarmugtir.

Roelf Meyer

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace pro-
cesses having advised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka,
Rwanda, Burundi, Irag, Kosovo, the Basque Region, Guyana,
Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar, and South Sudan. Meyer’s experi-
ence in international peace processes stems from his involvement

in the settlement of the South African conflict in which he was the government’s
chief negotiator in constitutional negotiations with the ANC’s chief negotiator
and current South African President, Cyril Ramaphosa. Negotiating the end of
apartheid and paving the way for South Africa’s first democratic elections in
1994, Meyer continued his post as Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the Cab-
inet of the new President, Nelson Mandela. Meyer retired as a Member of Par-
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liament and as the Gauteng leader of the National Party in 1996 and co-found-
ed the United Democratic Movement (UDM) political party the following year.
Retiring from politics in 2000, Meyer has since held a number of international
positions, including membership of the Strategy Committee of the Project on
Justice in Times of Transition at Harvard University.

Roelf Meyer, Gliney Afrikadaki baris stirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti adina
basmiizakereci olarak gérev yapmustir. O dénem Afrika Ulusal Kongresi (ANC)
adina basmizakereci olarak gérev yapan ve su an Giney Afrika devlet baskant
olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte ytrutttigti mizakereler sonrasinda Gtiney Af-
rika'daki irk¢t apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994 yilinda tlkedeki ilk 6zgtr
secimlerin yapilmas: saglanmistir. Yapilan se¢im sonrast yeni devlet baskanit se-
cilen Nelson Mandela kurdugu ilk hiikiimette Roelf Meyer'e Anayasal Iliskilerden
Sorumlu Bakan olarak goérev vermistir. Roelf Meyer 2011-2014 yillart arasinda
Gliney Afrika Savunma Degerlendirme Komitesine baskanlik yapmis, ayni za-
manda aktif olan bazi baris stireclerine dahil olarak Kuzey Irlanda, Sri Lanka,
Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova, Bask Bélgesi, Guyana, Bolivya, Kenya, Mada-
gaskar ve Gtiney Sudan'da ¢atisan taraflara danismanlik yapmistir.

Mark Muller QC

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street
Chambers (London) and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates
(Edinburgh) where he specialises in public international law
and human rights. Muller is also currently on the UN Depart-
ment of Political Affairs Standby Team of Mediation Experts

and is the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian peace talks. He
has many years’ experience of advising numerous international bodies, such as
Humanitarian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-Mediate (London) on conflict reso-
lution, mediation, confidence-building, ceasefires, power-sharing, humanitarian
law, constitution-making and dialogue processes. Muller also co-founded Be-
yond Borders and the Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Bilirosu’na ve
Edinburg'daki Isko¢ AvuRatlar Birligine bagh olarak ¢alisan tecriibeli bir hu-
kukcudur. Uluslararast kamu hukuku ve insan haklari hukuku alaninda uzman
olan Muller, Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi cesitli catisma alanlarinda
uzun seneler catisma ¢ézimd, arabuluculuk, catismasizlik ve iktidar paylasimi
konusunda damsmanlik hizmeti vermistir. 2005'den bu yana Insani Diyalog icin
Merkez (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue), Catisma Otesi (Beyond Borders) ve
Inter Mediate (Arabulucu) isimli kurumlara kidemli darismanlhk yapmaktadir.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Harvard Hukuk Fakiltesi tiyesi olan Muller bir dénem Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu
Insan Haklart Komisyonu baskanhgt ve Barolar Konseyi Hukukun Ustinligi
Birimi baskanligi gorevlerini de yurttmusttr. Kilttrel diyalog yoluyla barist ve
uluslararast anlayist tesvik etme amactyla Iskogya’da kurulan Sinurlar Otesi (Be-
yond Borders) isimli olusumun kurucusu olan Muller halen BM Siyasal Iliskiler
Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Destek Ekibinde Kidemli Arabuluculuk Uzma-
nt olarak gérev yapmaktadir.

Avni Ozgiirel
Mehmet Avni Ozgtirel is a Turkish journalist, author and screen-
writer. Having worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sa-
bah and Radikal, Ozgiirel is currently the editor in chief of the
daily Yeni Birlik and a TV programmer at TRT Haber. He is the
screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish film, Zincirbozan, on the 1980
Turkish coup d’état, Sultan Avrupa’da (2009), on Sultan Abdulaziz's
1867 trip to Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010): Késem Sultan, on Késem Sultan.
He is also the screenwriter and producer of 2014 Turkish film, Darbe (Coup),
on the February 07, 2012 Turkish intelligence crisis. In 2013 he was appointed
a member of the Wise Persons Committee in Turkey established by then Prime
Minister Erdogan.

Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgtrel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal gibi
cesitli gazetelerde haber mudurlagu ve kdse yazarligi yapti. 2013 yilinda TirkRiye
Cumhuriyeti Hiktimeti tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve ¢éztim stireci Rapsamin-
da olusturulan ARil Insanlar Heyeti tiyesidir. 1980 darbesini konu eden belgesel
film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdtlaziz'in 1867'de Avrupa’ya yaptigt yolculugu
kRonu eden Sultan Avrupada (2009), Mahpeyker: Késem Sultan (2010) ve 7 Su-
bat Milli Istihbarat Teskilati (MIT) operasyonunun anlatildigt “Darbe” filmleri
senaristligini ve yapimcihgin tstlendigi projeler arasindadir. Ozgtirel, su anda
Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi ve genel yayin yonetmenidir. Ayrica TRT Haberde
program yapmaktadir.
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Prof. John Packer

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Di-
rector of the Human Rights Research and Education Centre
(HRREC) at the University of Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer
has worked for inter-governmental organisations for over 20

years, including in Geneva for the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and for the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004, Prof. Packer served
as Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of the Office of the OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities in The Hague. In 2012 - 2014, Prof. Packer
was a Constitutions and Process Design Expert on the United Nation’s Standby
Team of Mediation Experts attached to the Department of Political Affairs, ad-
vising in numerous peace processes and political transitions around the world
focusing on conflict prevention and resolution, diversity management, constitu-
tional and legal reform, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanada'da Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesinde dogent ve
Insan Haklart Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Research and Edu-
cation Centre) muduruduir. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler Yiiksek Komi-
serligi, Uluslararast Calisma Orgtti ve BM Insan Haklart Yiksek Komiserligi
gibi Cenevrede bulunan hikiumetler arast 6rgtitlerde calismistir. 1995'ten 2004
kadar Lahey'de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danismani, ardindan da Ulusal Azinliklar
Ytiksek Komiserligi birinci midira olarak gérev almistir. 2012-2014 yillarinda
Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar ERibi siyasi iliskiler biriminde Anayasa ve
Stireclerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer aldi. Diinyadaki bir¢ok baris stireci ve si-
yasi gegisler konusunda danismanlik yapan Pecker, catisma 6nleme ve ¢dzimd,
cesitlilik yonetimi, anayasa ve hukuk reformlar: ve insan haklart korumasina
odaklanmustir.

Jonathan Powell

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate, an
NGO devoted to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014,
Powell was appointed by former Prime Minister David Cam-
eron to be the UK’s Special Envoy to Libya. He also served as
Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from 1995 to 1997 and

again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997 to 2007. Prior
to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British Government’s chief
negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and played a key part in lead-
ing the peace negotiations and its implementation.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asya'da yasanan catismalarin ¢ézimu tizerine cali-
san ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlesik Krallik merkezli In-
ter Mediate’in kurucusudur ve Icra Kurulu Baskandir. 2014 yilinda Birlesik Kral-
lik Basbakanit David Cameron tarafindan Libya konusunda Ozel Temsilci olarak
atanmustir. 1995-2007 yillart arasinda Birlesik Krallik eski Basbakant Tony Blair
kabinesinde Basbakanlik Personel Daire Baskanligi gérevinde bulunmus, 1997
yihindan itibaren Kuzey Irlanda sorununun ¢ézami i¢in yapilan gérismelere Bri-
tanya adina basmiizakereci olarak katilmistir. 1978-79 yillart arasinda BBC ve
Granada TV icin gazeteci olarak calismis, 1979-1994 yillart arasinda ise Britanya
adina diplomathk yapmustir.

Sir Kieran Prendergast

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served
as the Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the Unit-
ed Nations from 1997 to 2005 and as High Commissioner to
Kenya from 1992 to 1995 and to Zimbabwe from 1989 to 1992.
During his time at the UN, Prendergast stressed the human rights
violations and ethnic cleansing that occurred during the War in Darfur and was
involved in the 2004 Cyprus reunification negotiations. Since his retirement
from the UN, he has conducted research at the Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs (United States) and is a member of the Advisory Council
of Independent Diplomat (United States). Prendergast also holds a number of
positions, including Chairman of the Anglo-Turkish Society, a Trustee of the Beit
Trust, and Senior Adviser at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Disisleri Bakanlig: biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tirkiye, Israil,
Hollanda, Kenya ve ABD'de diplomat olarak ¢alismustir. Birlesik Krallik Disisleri
ve Milletler Toplulugu Bilirosu'nun (Foreign and Commonwealth Office) Giliney
Afrikadaki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen birimine baskanlik
etmistir. Bir dénem BM Siyasal Iliskiler Biriminde Mustesar olarak ¢alismis, BM
Genel Sekreterinin Baris ve Guivenlik konulu yénetim kurulu toplantilarinin du-
zenleyiciligini yapmus, Afganistan, Burundi, Kibris, Demokratik Kongo Cumhuri-
yeti, Dogu Timor gibi bélgelerde baris cabalarina dahil olmustur.
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Rajesh Rai

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of ex-
pertise including human rights law, immigration and asylum law,
and public law. He has been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (Lon-
don) since 2015 and has also been a Director of an AIM-listed in-
vestment company where he led their renewable energy portfolio.
Rai is a frequent lecturer on a wide variety of legal issues, including
immigration and asylum law and freedom of experience (Bar of Armenia), minority
linguistic rights (European Parliament), and women’s and children’s rights in areas
of conflict (cross-border conference to NGOs working in Kurdish regions). He is
also Founder Director of HIC, a community centred NGO based in Cameroon.

1993 yilinda Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu'na kaydolmustur. Insan Haklart Hukuku,
Go¢cmenlik ve Siginma Hakki hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel uzmanhk alanlaridir.
Kamerundaki HIC isimli sivil toplum 6rgttt ile Ugandadaki Human Energy isimli
sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dénem The Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants
- JCWI - (G6é¢menlerin Refahi icin Ortak Konsey) direktérltigiint yaprmustir. Basta
Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklar: Komisyonu adina olmak tizere uluslararast
alanda 6zellikle Avrupa, Asya, Afrika, ABD ve Hindistan'da ¢ok cesitli hukuki konu-
lar tizerine seminerler ve dersler vermistir.

Sir David Reddaway

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as
Chief Executive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London.
During his previous career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice, he served as Ambassador to Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador
to Ireland (2006-2009), High Commissioner to Canada (2003-2006),
UK Special Representative for Afghanistan (2002), and Charge dAffaires
in Iran (1990-1993). His other assignments were to Argentina, India, Spain, and Iran,
where he was first posted during the Iranian Revolution.

Halen cesitli 6zel sirket ve tiniversitelere danisman, yonetim kurulu tiyesi ve konstil-
tasyon uzmant olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yilinin Ocak ayindan bu yana Lond-
ra Universitesi btinyesindeki Goldsmith Kolejinde Konsey tyesi ve Goldsmith sirke-
tinde ydnetici katip olarak gérev yapmaya baslamistir. Bir dénem Birlesik Krallik
adina Tirkiye ve Irlanda Cumhuriyeti Biiytikelgisi olarak gérev yapan Reddaway
bu gérevinden 6nce Birlesik Krallik adina Kanadada Yiiksek Misyon Temsilcisi,
Afganistanda Ozel Temsilci, Iranda ise Diplomatik temsilci olarak gérevyaprustir.
Bu gérevlerinin yar sira Ispanya, Arjantin, ve Hindistanda diplomatik gérevler
Ustlenmistir.

YENi KONJONKTUR ISIGINDA KURT SORUNU KARSISINDA SiYASi PARTILER

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of
Law at the Hastings College of Law, University of California
(San Francisco) and is renowned globally for her expertise in
transitional justice, international human rights law, and inter-
national humanitarian law. She has extensive knowledge of, and
experience in, post-conflict procedures in Latin America and Africa.
Roht-Arriaza has contributed to the defence of human rights through legal and
social counselling, her position as academic chair, and her published academic
works.

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinin San Francisco sehrin-
deki UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda 6gretim tyesi olarak
gérev yapmaktadir. Gegis Dénemi Adaleti, Insan Haklari Ihlalleri, Uluslararast
Ceza Hukuku ve Ktiresel Cevre Sorunlart gibi konular uzmanlk alanina girmek-
tedir.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal
Greens and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of
the Greens and the Equality and Democracy Party. He was pre-
viously a former leader of the now-defunct University Lecturers’
Union (Ogretim Elemanlar: Sendikasi) and was elected the chairman
of Freedom and Solidarity Party in 1996. Ufuk resigned from the leadership after
the 2002 general election. Ufuk ran a successful campaign as a “common candi-
date of the Left”, standing on the independents’ ticket, backed by Kurdish-based
Democratic Society Party and several left-wing, environmentalist and pro-peace
groups in the 2007 general election. He resigned from the Freedom and Solidar-
ity Party on 19 June 2009. After the Democratic Society Party was dissolved in
December 2009, he joined forces with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the Peace
and Democracy Party group. On 25 November 2012, he became a co-founder and
member of social liberal Greens and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a
merger of the Greens and the Equality and Democracy Party. Ufuk is a member
of the Dialogue Group and is the writer of several books on Turkish politics.

Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras Istanbul Universitesi [ktisat Fakultesinde lisans, ytksek
lisans ve doktora 6grenimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletvekili secilene kadar
Istanbul Universitesi Iktisat Fakiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararast Iligkiler
Bélimi’'nde yardimct dogent doktor olarak gérev yapmustir. 22 Temmuz 2007
genel secimlerinde Istanbul 1. B6lge'den bagimsiz milletvekili aday olmustur. Se-
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cimlerin sonucunda %3,85 orantyla yani 81.486 oy alarak Istanbul 1. Bélge'den
bagimsiz milletvekili olarak 23. dénem meclisine girmistir. Secimler éncesinde li-
derliginden ayrildigi Ozgurlik ve Dayanisma Partisi (ODP) Genel baskanhgina 11
Subat 2008de yapilan 5. Olagan Kongresi'ni takiben geri dénmustir. 17 Haziran
20009 tarihinde, partinin dar grupcu bir anlayisa kaydidi diistincesi ve sol siyase-
tin daha genis bir yelpazeye ulasmast iddiastyla bir grup arkadastyla Ozgurlik
ve Dayaruisma Partisi'nden istifa etmistir. ODP'den ayrilistyla birlikte Esitlik ve
Demokrasi Partisi kurulus stirecine katilmistir. DTP'nin 19 Risiye diisip grupsuz
kalmasindan sonra, Kirt sorununun parlamentoda ¢6ziilmesi gerektigini savu-
narak Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP) grubuna katilmustir. Ufuk Uras, segim
stirecinde, kurulus ¢cagrisini yaptigi Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisine tiye olmustur.
25 Kasim 2012'de kurulan Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisinin kurucularindandir ve
ayni zamanda PM tyesidir. Uras’in ¢ok sayidaki yayinlart arasinda “ODP Séyle-
sileri’, “Ideolojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist Arastirmalart Destek Odiili), “Sezgici-
ligin Sonu mu?’, “Baska Bir Siyaset Mumkuin’, “Kurtulus Savasinda Sol’, “Siyaset
Yazilart” ve “Alternatif Siyaset Arayislart” “Sokaktan Parlamentoya” “S6z Meclis-
ten Disart” ve “Meclis Notlart” adli kitaplart da bulunmaktadir.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus

Professor Dr Sevtap Yokus is a Law Faculty Member at Istanbul
Altinbas University in the Department of Constitutional Law.
She holds a PhD in Public Law from the Faculty of Law, Istanbul
University, awarded in 1995 for her thesis which assessed the
state of emergency regime in Turkey with reference to the Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights. She is a widely published expert in the areas
of Constitutional Law and Human Rights and has multiple years’ experience of
working as a university lecturer at undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral
level. She also has experience of working as a lawyer in the European Court of
Human Rights.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus Istanbul Altinbas Universitesi Anayasa Hukuku Anabi-
lim Dali 6gretim tyesidir. Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Kamu Hukuku
Doktora Programi binyesinde basladigi doktorasini “Avrupa Insan Haklart S6z-
lesmesi'nin Tirkiye'de Olagantisti Hal Rejimine Etkisi” bashkl tezle 1995 yilinda
tamamlamustir. Akademik gérevi sirasinda lisans, ytiksek lisans ve doktora asa-
masinda dersler veren Prof. Dr. Yokus ézellikle Anayasa Hukuku ve Insan hakla-
ri Hukuk alaninda uzmanlasnustir. Ayrica Avrupa Insan Haklart Mahkemesine
basvuruda pratik avukatlik deneyimi de bulunmaktadir.
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