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|. HEALTH, SOCIETY AND

THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF
THE PANDEMIC

As of 4 May 2020, there are 127,659 confirmed cases, 68,166 recovered patients
and 3461 deaths in Turkey. According to statistics, the pandemic peaked towards
the end of the third week of April, and appears to be on a downward course to a

plateau since then.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES AND THE PANDEMIC

Turkey experienced the COVID-19 outbreak relatively late compared to a lot of
countries, because travel to and from abroad was gradually banned. The first con-
firmed case appeared on 10 March. At that point there were 120.000 confirmed
cases worldwide in 114 countries. Therefore, it appears that its prevention and
strategy measures bought Turkey time in which it was able to make use of other

countries’ experiences and expertise.

On a press conference dated 29 April, Minister of Health Fahrettin Koca described
Turkey’s public health policy thus: “Three things are key: preventive measures, di-
agnosis and speedy treatment. Contact tracing has played a big part in our success.
For every new patient we undertook thorough contact tracing. Any new cases we
diagnosed, we isolated right away. We expanded our testing capacity, and yet we
did not test anyone randomly. Instead of widespread screening tests, we focused
on the likely suspects. We believe that this is the appropriate approach. We also
hope that our approach serves as a role model for others. We have 5.849 medical
personnel working on the field for contact tracing. (...) Turkey’s been similarly

successful in treating the disease as it has been in containing it. Our treatment

|. SAGLIK, TOPLUM VE

SALGININ SIYASI GIRDILERI

4 Mayis 2020 itibariyle, Tiirkiye’de hasta sayist 127.659, iyilesen hasta sayisi
68.166, 0liim sayis1 3.461 ’tir. Salgin istatistiklere gore Nisan ayinin ii¢iincli hafta-
sinin sonunda pik yapmis, takip eden gilinlerde belli bir diisiis hiziyla plato ¢izmeye

baslamis goriinmektedir.

SALGIN VE TEDBIR POLITIKASI

Tirkiye’'nin COVID-19 ile tanismasi, yurtdisi girislerinin kademeli olarak yasak-
lanmas1 sayesinde pek cok iilkeye oranla daha gec oldu. ilk vaka 10 Mart tari-
hinde ortaya ¢ikti. Ayni tarihte virlis diinya genelinde 120.000 kisiye bulasmis,
yay1ldigi {ilke sayis1 114 olmustu. Bu tablo, onlem alma, starteji kurma bakimindan
Tiirkiye’ye zaman kazandirdi, diger iilkelerin deneyimlerinden ve ¢oziimlerinden

istifade etmesini sagladi.

Saglik Bakani Fahrettin Koca, 29 Nisan tarihinde yaptig1 basin toplantisinda Tiir-
kiye'nin izledigi saglk stratejisini sdyle tarif ediyordu: “Ug madde siralayabilirim;
tedbir, tespit, hizli tedavi. Filyasyonun bugiine kadar basarimizda rolii biiytiktir.
Her yeni hastanin temas ¢evresinde iz siirdiik. Tespit ettigimiz yeni hastalar1 hemen
izole ettik. Test kapasitemizi artirirken, hicbir testi tesadiifen yapmadik. Yaygin ta-
rama testi yapmak yerine siiphelilere odaklandik. Bu uygulamanin daha isabetli
olduguna inaniyoruz. Bu isabetli uygulamanin érnek olacagini umuyoruz. Sahada
gorev yapan filyasyon ekibi sayimiz 5 bin 849’dur ( ...) Tiirkiye hastaligin yayilma-
sina kars1 elde ettigi basarinin aynisini tedavide de gostermistir. Covid-19 hastalari

icin uyguladigimiz tedavi birgok iilkeden farkliliklar gostermistir. Covid-19 hasta-
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for Covid-19 has been different from many countries. Our treatment for Covid-19
patients, the success of which has been, by now, established, was developed by our
own doctors. This is important for the whole world. We modified the treatment from
week to week, based on the results, and now it is working even better. We believe
that our methods would be useful to other countries as well, especially in lowering
the deaths. (...) Considering the potential need for beds and intensive care units, we
designated all hospitals with the necessary infrastructure as pandemic hospitals.
Putting on hold our non-emergency patients, we prepared our hospitals for the
pandemic. We brought down our bed occupancy rate from 60% to 30% ... The death
rate for ICU patients is down to 10% from 58% whereas the death rate for patients

on ventilators are down to 14%...”

In addition to the points raised by the Minister, some other important contributions
to the success of the fight against Covid-19 have been the farsighted health policies of
the ruling power for the past 15 years, as well as the quantity and quality of medical
personnel, schools of medicine, medical equipment, ICUs and hospitals in Turkey.

Turkey was quick off the mark in planning and preventive measures, as well.
Shortly after 27 December, when the first case in Wuhan was confirmed, on 10
January a Scientific Advisory Board was established within the Ministry of Health.
Comprised of expert scientists from various schools of medicine, the Board became
the nexus where public health policies are decided and advised to the government
from day one. The Board was also instrumental in organizing the health infrastruc-
ture, stockpiling medicine and health equipment as well as deciding on an overall

treatment policy.

As such, with regards to public health, the following measures were taken:

M Border closures: Flights to and from China are suspended (3 February), the
Iran border is closed (23 February), flights to and from certain countries are
suspended (29 February - 14 March), THY suspends all its flights (14 April).

H School closures: Elementary schools, middle and high schools as well as uni-

versities are closed (12 March).

B Quarantine: Everyone returning from abroad is taken into quarantine for a
given period (15 March).

B Mosques: Collective prayers in mosques banned (20 March).

lar1 i¢in uyguladigimiz basarisi artik kanitlanmis yontem hekimlerimiz tarafindan

geligtirilmistir. Ttim diinya i¢in 6nemli degisikliklere gittik. Alinan sonuclara gore
neredeyse her hafta tedavi yaklasimi daha iyi hale getirildi. Baska {ilkelerde de
yayginlagsmasinin hasta kaybini azaltacagini diistiniiyoruz (...) Muhtemel yatak ve
yogun bakim ihtiyacina goz dniinde bulundurarak altyapisi yeterli tiim hastane-
lerimizi pandemi hastanesi olarak gorevlendirdik. Acil olmayan, ertelenebilir du-
rumda olan hastalarimizi erteleyip hastanelerimizi pandemiye hazir hale getirdik.
Yatak doluluk oranini yiizde 60’lardan yiizde 30’lara indirdik ... Yogun bakimdaki
hastalarda vefat oranlari ise yiizde 58’den yiizde 10’a, entiibe hastalardaki vefat

orani yiizde 14’e diistii...”

Bakanin bu vurgular1 yaninda mevcut siyasi iktidarin son 15 yildir izledigi ya-
tirimci ve hizmete yonelik saglik politikasi, tip fakiilteleri personel miktar: ve
kalitesi, cihaz, yogun bakim ve hastaneler itibariyle Tiirkiye’'nin genis imkan-
lara sahip iilkelerden biri olmasi da COVID-19’la miicadaleye énemli katkida

bulunmustur.

Tiirkiye'nin planlama ve tedbir konusunda da erken harekete gegen iilkelerden bi-
risi soylenebilir. Vuhan’da ilk vakanin ortaya ¢iktig1r 27 Aralik’tan kisa bir siire
sonra, 10 Ocak’ta Saglik Bakanlig1 biinyesinde Bilim Kurulu kuruldu. Cesitli tini-
versitelerin tip fakiiltelerinden gelen uzman bilim adamlarinindan olusturdugu
bu kurul, ilk giinden itibaren halk saghg: politikalarinin belirlendigi, hiikiimete
tavsiye edildigi tasiyici yap1 oldu. Saglik alt yapisinin organize edilmesi, ilag ve sag-
lik malzemelerinin stoklanmasi, bir algoritma gergevesinde tedavi politikalarinin

belirlenmesi de Bilim Kurulu tarafindan ytiriitild.

Bu cer¢evede halk sagligi onlemleri ve akisi soyle oldu:

B Sinir kapatmalar: Cin uguslari durduruldu. (3 Subat), fran siniri kapatild (23
Subat), Kimi iilkeler uguslar durduruldu (29 Subat-14 Mart) THY tiim uguslarini
durdurdu (14 Nisan)

B Okullarin kapatilmas:: Universiteler, ilkokul, ortaokul ve liseler tatil edildi.
(12 Mart)

B Karantina: Yurtdisindan gelenler i¢in karantina uygulamasi baslatildi (15

Mart),

B Camiler: Camilerde toplu namaz yasaklandi (20 Mart)
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M Public places: Closure of recreational places, cafés, restaurants and meeting
places (16 March), suspension of all sports activities (19 March), closure of na-
tional parks, forests and picnic areas (21 March).

B Curfews: Curfews declared for senior citizens aged 65 and over, as well as
citizens with chronic diseases, preventing them from going out of the house and
walking around in open spaces such as parks and gardens (21 March). Weekend
curfews instated for all (18 April).

Turkey’s fight against Covid-19 was conducted in a rational method and organiza-
tion. This has increasingly become the public opinion, as well. As such, there are

two particularly significant factors:

The first is that in a country where politics have become increasingly leader-orient-
ed in the past few years, the fight against this pandemic was institutional in all its
aspects. Although it is common in Turkey for such processes to be led by politics,
the ruling power and even the relevant ministry, in this instance the Scientific
Advisory Board was created, based solely on expertise and merit, and it was given
control over public health measures. The Board convened every day, informed the
public every day through its spokesperson the Minister of Health, and fielded ques-

tions from the press in good faith.

The second factor has been the overall manner with which the Minister of Health
managed the process. The minister was diplomatic, persuasive, responsible and
did not overstep his role as the representative of the Board; as such, the public
came to place significant trust in him - this is true for both the supporters of the
ruling party, as well as the opposition. The minister served as a bridge between
knowledge and politics, in turn strengthening the relationship between society and
politics. For a considerable amount of the opposition bloc, he served to soothe their

concerns about the transparency of the ruling power.

THE PUBLIC AND THE PANDEMIC

As with all other countries, the virus was the cause of widespread concern and
anxiety in Turkey as well. At the same time, however, it contributed to a sense of
solidarity and the search for comfort and trust.

According to rating measures published in Euro Elects, the rate of trust in Erdogan
increased by 15 points to 56% in March. It must be noted that rather than approv-

B Toplu mekanlar: Eglence, yerleri, kafe, lokanta ve toplanma yerleri kapatildi

(16 Mart), Tiim spor miisabakalar1 ertelendi. (19 Mart), Milli parklarda, orman-

larda, mesire alanlari kapatildi (21 Mart)

B Sokaga ¢ikma yasaklari: 65 yas ve {istii, ayrica kronik rahatsizlig1 olan va-
tandaglarin ikametlerinden disar1 ¢ikmalari, park, bahge gibi agik alanlarda
dolagsmalar1 yasaklandi (21 Mart). Hafta sonu sokaga ¢ikma yasag1 uygulamasi
baslatildi (18 Nisan).

Tiirkiye’nin COVID-19’la miicadelesi rasyonel bir yéntem ve organizasyonla yiirii-
tuldd. Toplumsal alg1 da artan oranda bu istikamette olustu Bu bakimdan one ¢ikan

iki faktorden soz edilebilir.

Birinci faktor, son yillarda artan oranda lider ve siyaset merkezli bir diizen goriin-
tiisi veren bir lilkede salginla miicadelenin tim yonleriyle kurumsal bir nitelik
tasima oldu. One cikan, Tiirkiye’de alisilageldigi iizere siyaset, siyasi iktidar, hatta
ilgili bakanlik degil, bilgi ve uzmanlk ¢ergevesinde olusturulan Bilim Kurulu ile
onun halk saghgi tedbirlerini yonetip, yonlendirmesiydi. Kurul her giin toplan-
mis, hemen giin sozciisli Saglik Bakani tizerinden tiim televizyonlarin yayinladigi
oturumlarla kamuoyunu yonledirmis, basinin sorularina seffaf bir sekilde yanit

vermistir.

ikinci 6nemli faktorii Saglik Bakan’nin yonetim tarzi olusturdu. Kamu diplomasisi
kuvvetli, ikna edici, kurul temsilci olmanin otesine ge¢meyen ve sorumluluk tasi-
yan tavirlariyla, bakanin sahsinda kamuoyunda yliksek bir gliven seviyesi yakalan-
mis, bu iktidar cephesinde de muhalefet cephesinde de benimsenmistir. Bakanin
bilgi ve siyaset arasinda yaptig1 koprii gorevi, toplum-siyaset baglarini kuvvetlen-
dirmis, 6zellikle muhalif kesimin bir boltimiinde siyasi iktidar-seffaflik konusunda-

ki stipheleri azaltmistir.

SALGIN KARSISINDA TOPLUM

Viriis dalgasi her iilkede oldugu Tiirkiye'de de bir endise dalgasi tetiklemis, ancak

ayni zamanda dayanigsma hissini ve giiven arayisini da arttirmistir.

Euro Elects’de yayinlanan reyting 6l¢imlerinde Erdogan’a giiven orani Mart ayinda
yiizde 15 puanlik bir artisla ylizde 56’ya yiikselmis durumdaydi. Ancak bu raka-
min bir performans onayina isaret eden yilikselmeden ¢ok, bir “durum” artisina

isaret ettigini belirtmek gerekir. Kriz glinleri kamu giiciiniin sokaktaki insanin gii-
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ing his performance, this is a situational increase. It has to do with the fact that
in times of crisis, public authorities are the sole source of trust and safety for the
people on the street; there are many other instances of such behaviour.™

As trust in public authorities increased, the rate of public concern and anxiety also
naturally increased.

According to a April 2020 public poll conducted by Ipsos between 26-30 March,
while the most important problem in January 2020 was perceived to be “the econ-
omy” with 55% of the public saying so, in April this rate fell to 10%, whereas “pan-
demic” rose to number one, with 84%. Participants in the survey spoke of their
concerns about getting infected themselves, or having their family members get
infected - the rate of such concerns was 79% on 13 March, whereas it rose to 95%
in 9-13 April. It is certain that Covid-19 is causing concerns not just on the health
front, but also with regards to the economy as well. The Ipsos poll shows that there
is a positive aspect of the public-politics dialogue. The statements of the Scientific

Advisory Board appear to have created an expectation in the public that the pan-

demic is going to end at some point. One third of the public expects the pandemic

to end in a few months; another third expects it to be over in six months. 61% of

the participants also believed that the pandemic would not be completely over, but

it would be contained.

Aid campaigns initiated by the government and the municipalities were very
well-received, and served to bolster a spirit of solidarity.

Another social aspect of the pandemic is that the isolation has created a number of

problems. United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has said that the quarantine
measures is expected to cause a 15 million increase in cases of domestic violence.?

According to the database of Istanbul Police Headquarters, as a result of the “stay

at home” campaign in the fight against coronavirus, there has been a 40% decrease

in public-order crimes and a 38,2% increase in cases ofdomestic violence.®

() Considering the footage of patients on the floor of hospital corridors in Italy and the US, with news of

insufficient medical equipment and “incurable” patients taken off ventilators, the following approval rates
for leaders, published in Euro Elects for the month of March, are certainly interesting: (Germany) Merkel:
79% (+11), (Denmark) Frederiksen: 79% (+40), (Austria) Kurz: 77% (+33), (Hungary) Orbéan: 74%,

(Italy) Conte: 71% (+27), (UK) Johnson: 61% (Sweden) Lofven: 47%, (+21), (France) Macron: 40% (+7).

@) https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-52454493

B) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/forum/2020/04/09/korona-virusu-ve-aile-ici-siddet/

venebilecegi yegane unsur olmasiyla yakindan ilgisi vardir ve bagska érnekleri de

bulunmaktadir.")

Kamu otoritesine giiven artisiya ters orantili olarak toplumdaki kaygi seviyesi de

dogal olarak artmistir.

[PSOS un 26-30 Mart arasinda gercekletirdigi Nisan 2020 kamuoyu arastirmasi-
na gore, Ocak 2020’de en 6nemli sorun yilizde 55°lik bir oranla “ekonomi” olarak
goriiliirken, Nisan ol¢iimiinde bu oran yiizde 10’a diismiis, buna karsilik “salgin”
ylizde 84’le zirveye ¢ikmistir. Ankete katilanlarin kendilerine veya aile iiyelerine
virlis bulagmasi yoniindeki endige orani, 13 Mart'ta yiizde 79 iken 9-13 Nisan itiba-
riyle yiizde 95’e yiikselmistir. COVID-19’un sadece saglik degil, ekonomi bakimin-
dan da bir farkindalik ve endise iirettigi muhakkatir. Ankete gore toplumun yiizde
69’u ekonomiyi ciddi bir tehlikenin bekledigi ifade etmektedir. IPSOS arastirmasi
toplum-siyaset diyalogunun pozitif bir yoniine de isaret etmektedir. Bilim Kuru-
lu'nun agiklamalari, yorumlarinin, toplumda salgin bitme ihtimaline iligskin ortak
bir kan1 ve beklenti olusturdugunu gostermektedir. Salgina verilen vade toplumun
1/3’linde bir kag ay, 1/3’de alt1 aydir. Yine de katilimcilarin yiizde 61’1, salginin tam
sona ermeyecegi ancak kontrol altina alinacagl yoniinde goriis bildirdigini eklemek

gerekir.

Bunun yaninda, hiikiimetin ve belediyelerin baslattigi yardim kampanyalari ciddi

bir karsilik bulmus ve dayanisma ruhu harekete ge¢mistir.

Bir bagka toplumsal boyut tecrit halinde yagsanani iirettigi sorunlardan olusmak-
tadir. Birlesmis Milletler Niifus Fonu (UNFPA), koronaviriis salgininda uygulanan
karantina onlemleri nedeniyle en az 15 milyon daha aile i¢i siddet vakasinin yasan-
masinin 6ngoriildiigiini agiklarken,® Istanbul Emniyet Miidiirliigii'niin verilerine
gbre Istanbul’da yeni tip korona viriisii énlemleri kapsaminda yapilan “evde kal”
¢agrisi sonucu asayis olaylarinda yaklasik yiizde 40 azalma olurken aile ici siddet

ise yiizde 38,2 artis gbstermistir.®

(1) jtalya'da, ABD'de hastane koridorlarinda yatan hasta gériintiilerine, tibbi cihaz acigi ve umutsuz hastalarin
oksijenlerini kesme haberlerine ragmen, Euro Elects’te yayinlanan Mart ayi lider reyting lglimleri bu
bakimdan dikkat cekiciydi: (Almanya) Merkel: 79% (+11), (Danimarka) Frederiksen: 79% (+40),

(Avusturya) Kurz: 77% (+33), (Macaristan) Orban: 74%, (italya) Conte: 71% (+27), (ingiltere) Johnson: 61%
(Isveg) Léfven: 47%, (+21), (Fransa) Macron: 40% (+7).

) https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-52454493

3) https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/forum/2020/04/09/korona-virusu-ve-aile-ici-siddet/
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POLITICS IN THE TIME OF A PANDEMIC

It is a good thing for Turkey that in a time of pandemic, the personal and the po-
litical regressed to make way for the institutional and the collective. Relations be-
tween the public and the state have become higher-trust, and the opposition’s lack
of trust in the general political attitude of the ruling party has made an exception

in the case of Covid-19.

Does this state of affairs and the rising spirit of solidarity in the public translate
to anything in terms of politics? In other words, does acting in unity against the
pandemic and its resultant crisis mean that a similar attitude of “national unity” is

forthcoming in the field of politics?
The answer to these questions is no.

No common ground has been established between the political parties and various
antagonist forces during the pandemic, no attitude of “national unity” has been
displayed.

The trajectory of political discourse and relations is a good indicator of the above

claim.

Political Discourse and Relations

Even though there is evidence of a reconciliatory discourse on a micro scale - such
as that between individuals, or among the opposition parties in terms of proposed
bills - relations between the ruling party and the main opposition party have been
harsh and hostile with regards to the pandemic. Turkey’s hostile political culture

and discourse has instrumentalized both the pandemic and pandemic policies.

Indeed, in addressing the public on Covid-19, President Erdogan has begun his
speeches by praising his own party each and every time, claiming that all of the
successes are due to his own party and criticizing the other political parties and
foreign countries in a harsh and even hostile language. Erdogan has claimed that
Turkey is successful in its fight against the pandemic whereas the West has failed.
An example of his speeches is as follows: “Thanks to the great transformation we
managed in the last 17 years with regards to our country’s essential service sectors
and infrastructure, Turkey’s been very ready to such a process. The balanced poli-

cies of our country have supported the production force of the private sector on the

SALGIN ORTAMINDA SiYASET

Salgin ortaminda sahsi ve siyasi olanin, kurumsal ve kollektif olan karsisinda ge-

rilemesini Tirkiye i¢in olumlu bir girdi olarak kabul etmek gerekir. Toplum-devlet
iliskilerinde giiven katsayisinin yiikseldigi, siyasi iktidarin genel siyasi tavrina
bagli muhalif giivensizligin COVID-19 konusunda gérece olarak azaldigi sdylene-
bilir.

Bu tablonun ve toplumdaki dayanisma ruhunun kismi canlanmasinin siyasi bir
karsilig1 var midir? Diger bir ifadeyle kriz ve salgin karsisinda ortak bir tavir ve

direngten hareketle siyasi arenada “ulusal birlik” belirtileri ortaya ¢ikmis midir?
Bu sorulara olumlu yanit vermek miimkiin degildir.

Salgin ortaminda siyasi partiler ve antagonist taraflar arasinda her hangi bir ko-
nuda yeni temas zemini olustugu sdylenemez, “ulusal birlik” belirtilerinden stz

edilemez.

Siyasi dil ve iligkilerin seyir bi¢imi, bu bakimdan énemli bir kanittir.

Siyasi Dil ve iliskiler

Mikro diizeyde ve sahislar bazinda ya da kimi yasa tasarilari iizerinden muhalefet
partileri arasinda bir uzlagsma dili goriilse de, salgin giinlerinde ve salgin konu-
sunda, ozellikle siyasi iktidar ana muhalefet arasindaki iliskiler sert ve ¢atismali
cereyan etmistir. Tiirkiye’'nin sert siyasi kiltiirii ve kargilikli 6fke soylemi salgini

ve salgin politikasini aragsallagtirmigtir.

Nitekim Cumhurbaskani Erdogan COVID-19’la ilgili kamuoyuna yaptig1 her konus-
maya, kendi iktidarini 6verek ise baslamis, her basariy1 kendi partisine mal etmis,
buna karsin diger siyasi partiler, Tiirkiye disindaki iilkeler konusunda sasmaz bir
elestiri, hatta saldirt dili kullanmistir. Tiirkiye’'nin salgin miicadelesini basari, Ba-
tr'nin durumunu basarisizlik olarak ilan eden Erdogan konusmalarina bir érnek
soyledir: “Son 17 yilda lilkemizin temel hizmet alanlarinda ve alt yapisinda gercek-
lestirdigimiz biiylik doniisiim sayesinde, Tiirkiye, bu siirece olabilecek en hazirlikli
sekilde yakalanmistir. Ulkemizin uyguladigi dengeli politikalar, bir yandan 6zel
sektoriin tiretim giliciinli desteklerken, diger yandan egitim, saglik, sosyal gilivenlik
gibi alanlardaki hizmetlerin kamu garantisiyle kesintisiz siirmesini saglamistir.

Bati tilkeleri ise yillarca tiim temel kamu hizmetlerini, goriiniiste 6zel sektore terk
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one hand, and provided unbroken supply of services such as education, health and
social security with the benefit of public guarantees on the other hand. Western
countries seemingly relegated their essential public services to the private sector,

but really they ignored them and as a result, their citizens are now unprotected.”

CHP and its spokespeople also adopted a harsh language unsuited to current cir-
cumstances. The main opposition adopted a strategy of criticizing all preventive
measures, and casting doubt on public health policies. For example, the Mayor of
istanbul Ekrem Tmamoglu said that this year in Istanbul, deaths in the month of
April increased by 30% compared to the same period in past years, wielding an
unfair and untrue accusation towards the Ministry of Health, if the numbers are
to be believed.

The Fight Between The Central and Local Governments

Instead of cooperation and solidarity, there is struggle and rivalry between the
central government and opposition-held local governments with regards to public

health measures, especially in the matter of curfews.

It appears that in this instance, the responsibility belongs to the central govern-
ment which failed and refused to coordinate, and perceived all initiatives as at-
tempts at political rivalry. The central government wishes to have total control over
services and policies. In cities like Eskisehir, Ankara and Istanbul, aid campaigns
initiated by the municipalities were suspended by the Ministry of the Interior and
had their bank accounts seized. Some governorships even prohibited the munici-

palities handing out bread during the curfew.

At the same time, however, some opposition-held municipalities such as Adana
showcased empty buildings with mere screens separating beds as fully functioning

field hospitals for public relations purposes.

The way central and local governments came up against each other in a such a
slew of moves, countermoves and accusations is indicative of how the pandemic
has come to be instrumentalized. The following statement by President Erdogan,
from a video conference held with mayors, is representative of the ruling power’s
tendency to monopolize services and the overall hostile atmosphere: “There is a
party, chief among them CHP, that is striving after defeatism. In order to succeed,
the same understanding has to be applied at all levels - provinces, districts and

ederek, ama aslinda basindan savarak, vatandasini adeta sahipsiz birakmigtir”.

Buna karsiliginda CHP ve sozciilerinin kullandig1 dil de sert ve dénemin kosul-
larina uygun olmaktan uzak olmustur. Alinan her tedbirin elestiri yagmuruna
tutulmasi, saglik politikalar: ve dnlemleri konusunda “siiphe ve giivensizlik” ana
muhalefet sdyleminin temel stratejisi olmustur. Istanbul Belediye Baskani Ekrem
Imamoglu’'nun, Istanbul’da 6liimlerin Nisan ayinda diger diger yilllarin ayni done-
mine oranla yiizde 30 oraninda arttig1 soyleyerek, rakamlara bakildiginda gergekgi
ve hakkaniyetli olmadigi anlasilan bir sekilde, Saglik Bakanlig1'n1 bir anlamda bilgi

saklamakla su¢lamasi buna bir ornektir.

Merkezi ve Muhalif Yerel iktidar Kavgasi

Salgin sirasinda ve sokaga ¢ikma yasaklari baska olmak iizere halk sagligi tedbirle-
ri konusunda merkezi yonetim ve muhalefetteki yerel yonetim arasinda dayanisma

ve ishollimii yerine tam kavga ve yarisma yasanmistir.

Bu konuda sorumluluk, 6nemli 6l¢iide, koordinasyonu saglamayan, koordinasyona
yanasmayan, her girisimi bir siyasi rekabet hamlesi olarak kabul eden hiikiimete
ait gorinmektedir. Merkezi idare hizmet ve politika tekelini uhdeside bulundurma
stratejisi izlemistir. Eskisehir, Ankara, Istanbul gibi kentlerde belediyelerin actikla-
r1 yardim kampanyasini i¢isleri Bakanlig1 tarafindan durdurulmus, kampanya ban-
ka hesaplarina el konulmustur. Bu gergevede bazi valilikler, baz1 sehirlerde sokaga

¢ikma yasagl esnasinda belediyelerin ekmek dagitmasini dahi yasakladilar.

Ancak Adana gibi baz1 muhalif belediyeler de panolarla ayrilmis, birer yatak yerles-
tirilmis bog binalar1 sahra hastanesi olarak lanse edere gercek ve ger¢ek¢i olmayan

bir hizmet yaris1 gosterisinde bulundular.

Yerel ve merkezi devlet gliclerinin kars: karstya gelip, birbirlerini itham ve bloke
ettikleri bu goriintii, salginin nasil bir aragsallastigina dair bir gostergedir. Cum-
hurbaskani Erdogan’in belediye baskanlariyla yaptigi video toplantidaki su sozleri,
siyasi iktidarin hizmeti tekellestirme egilimini ve ¢atisma iklimini tarif bakimin-
dan kayra degerdir: “CHP’nin basini ¢ektigi bir kesim bozgunculuk pesinde kosu-
yor. Basarili netice alabilmek i¢in uygulamanin her il, ilge, mahalle diizeyinde bu
anlayisla yiiriitiilmesi sart. CHP’li belediyeler Cumhurbaskanligini, bakanlhklari,
valiligi, kaymakamlig1 hice sayarak kendi baslarina yardim toplamaya, ekmek da-

gitmaya, hastane kurmaya galisiyorlar. Asli islerini yiiriitemeyen belediyelerin gi-
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neighbourhoods. CHP municipalities are ignoring the Presidency, the Ministries,
the governorship and the district governorship, trying to supply aid, distribute
bread and establish hospitals on their own. These municipalities which cannot
even do their proper job attempt such things - all this is not for service, but for
show. Especially in municipalities such as Istanbul, Adana and Mersin, there is
no other explanation for their attitude. There are municipalities which follow the
rules, as well. The Yenisehir and Mezitli municipalities, held by the same party -
they cooperated with the governorship. Organizations such as FETO and PKK also
tried to do such things. There are those who want the health system to fail, public
order to break down and people to take to the streets because of the pandemic; they
have set their sights on our services. Unfortunately, they are trying to sabotage

preventive measures against the pandemic.”

Developments With Regards to The Kurdish Question

On a micro and civilian scale, during the pandemic there have been some positive
developments with regards to the Kurdish issue. In its Covid-19 notes regarding
Turkey, DPI makes note of this: “The pandemic has highlighted the importance of
access to healthcare in one’s mother tongue, as well as the right to education in the
mother tongue. Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality put up informative posters and
made public transport announcements in Kurdish. In cities like Diyarbakir with
majority Kurdish populations, similar initiatives were also undertaken. When the
Kurdish Research Institute announced free online Kurdish lessons, their website
was overwhelmed by people who wanted to register.”®

However, there is no change or flexibility in the ruling power’s Kurdish policies.
During the pandemic, elected mayors were removed from their posts in eight more
municipalities to be replaced by government-appointed trustees. These are the
Batman, Ergani, Lice, Silvan, Giiroymak, Halfeti and Gok¢ebag municipalities, all
held by HDP. Also, the mayor of Diyarbakir’s Egil Municipality was arrested. The
anti-politics attitude of the People’s Alliance continued in the time of the pandemic.

@) https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/DPI?projector=1

ristikleri bu tiir faaliyetlerin amaci hizmet degil, sov yapmaktir. Ozellikle Istanbul,

Adana, Mersin belediyelerinin sergiledikleri tavrin baska hicbir izahi yoktur. Ku-
rallara uygun sekilde faaliyet ylriiten belediyeler de var. Ayni partinin Yenisehir ve
Mezitli belediyeleri valilikle isbirligi halinde ¢alismalar1 yiiriittiiler. Bunlar FETO
ve PKK tarafindaki orgiitler tarafindan da denenmisti. Salgin sebebiyle saglik sis-
teminin ¢okmesini, kamu giivenliginin zaafa ugramasini, halkin sokaklara dokiil-
mesini bekleyenler gozlerini yapilan hizmetelere ¢evirmislerdir. Simdi maalesef

salgin hastalikla miicadele i¢in alinan tedbirleri sabote etmeye calistyorlar.”

Kiirt Meselesi Bakimdan Gelismeler

Mikro ve sivil diizeyde bakildiginda salgin sirasinda Kiirt meselesi bakimindan
kimi olumlu gelismeler s6z konusu olmustur. DPI, Tiirkiye’ye iliskin Covid notla-
rinda bunlari soyle tespit ediyor: “Salgin, anadilde saglik hizmetlerine erisimin
onemini ve anadilde egitime erisim diirtiisiinii vurguladi. Istanbul Biiyiiksehir
Belediyesi'nin salgin hakkinda bilgilendirici posterler koyma ve Kiirtge toplu tasi-
mada duyuru yapma girisiminde bulundu. Kiirt niifusun yogun oldugu bolgelerde,
Diyarbakir gibi sehirlerde de benzer girisimler yasandi. Kiirt Arastirma Enstitiisii
cevrimigi licretsiz Kiirtce dersler diizenleyeceklerini agikladiginda, web siteleri

kaydolmak isteyen insanla kaynadi”.®

Buna karsilik siyasi iktidarin salgin giinlerindeki Kiirt politikasinda herhangi bir
esneme oldugu soylemez. Salgin esnasinda 8 belediyede daha segilmis belediye
baskanlar1 gorevlerinden alinarak yerlerine devlet memuru kayimlar atandi. Bun-
lar HDP’'nin Batman, Ergani, Lice, Silvan, Gliroymak, Halfeti, Gok¢ebag belediye
baskanlariydi. Bunun yaninda Diyarbakir Egil Belediye Baskani tutuklandi. Cum-

hur ittifakinin siyaset karsiti tutumu salgin giinlerinde de siirmeye devam etti.

Bu konuda bir diger gelisme olumsuz gelisme Infaz Yasasi iizerinden yasandi. Pek
¢ok iilkede oldugu salginla birlikte hapishanelerde tutuklu ve hiikiimliilerin riskli
durumu Tirkiye'de de glindeme geldi. Meclisteki iktidar grubu bir infaz yasasi
hazirlayarak ozellikle tutuklulara yonelik tahliye diizenlemeleri ongordii. Bu yasa,

@) https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/DPI?projector=1
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Another unfortunate development occurred with regards to the Law on Execution.
As in a number of other countries, the high-risk situation of prisoners and convicts
in prisons became a topic for discussion in Turkey. The ruling bloc in the parlia-
ment drafted a new law on execution, providing discharge regulations especially
for prisoners. This law could have been an opportunity for discharging a number of
political prisoners, such as Osman Kavala and others like him who haven’t yet been
convicted, other imprisoned Kurdish MPs and politicians, thus easing the tensions
for a bit, too. However, the opposite of this happened. The law turned into an ode
to discrimination. People imprisoned with regards to the Kurdish issue were left
outside of the law’s scope because of “terrorism” charges. Terrorism charges were
left outside of the proposed law’s scope. At the same time, thought crimes, political
crimes, non-violent political relations crimes with regards to the Kurdish issue
as well as press crimes were also grouped as terrorism offenses. This law alone
clearly shows that the pandemic didn’t have any positive effects on democratic
unity and normalization, and that the People’s Alliance doesn’t intend to change its

attitude with regards to its Kurdish policy.

At the same time, the main opposition party CHP spoke against the ruling power
both in the case of the Law on Execution and the government-appointed trustees,
thus indirectly supporting HDP. This is a fact worth noting with regards to the rap-

prochements between oppositional groups and the other side of the Kurdish issue.

The Soylu Crisis

An important development that took place in politics during the pandemic has
been the resignation crisis of Stileyman Soylu, Minister of the Interior. The course
and ending of this crisis carried important clues for the balance of the People’s

Alliance as well as the future of the Kurdish issue.

The events took place as follows: On the night of 10 April, at around 22:00 the
Minister of the Interior announced a curfew in the 31 metropolitan provinces that
would be effective for 11 and 12 April 2020. On hearing this announcement, thou-
sands of people hurried to supermarkets, grocery shops and bakeries. The result-
ing state of affairs was the opposite of what public health measures were intending
to achieve. The Minister of the Interior was naturally held responsible for the cha-

otic situation, the Scientific Advisory Board issued a strong reaction and Soylu’s

pek ¢ok siyasi tutuklunun, 6rnegin Osman Kavala gibi heniiz hiikiim almamis tu-

tuklularin, diger tutuklu Kiirt milletvekilleri ve siyasetc¢ilerinin tahliye edilmesiyle
bir yumusama vesilesi de olabilirdi. Ancak tam tersi oldu. Yasa bir ayrimcilik man-
zumesine doniistii. Kiirt meselesinden dolay1 tutuklu bulunan Kkisiler, “terér” suc-
lar1 gerekgesiyle yasanin kapsami diginda birakildilar. Teror suglar: yasa kapsami-
nin disinda tutuldu. Ne var mi, diistince suglari, siyasi suglar, Kiirt meselesiyle ilgili
siddete karismamis siyasi iliski suglari, basin suglari da teror suglari sayiliyordu.
Sadece bu yasanin igerigi bile salginin demokratik birlik ve normallesme istika-
metinde bir etkide bulunmadigini, Cumhur ittifaki'nin Kiirt politikasinda esneme

ihtimali olmadigini agik olarak gostermektedir.

Bununla birlikte ana muhalefet partisi CHP gerek Infaz yasasi gerek kayyumlar
konusunda iktidara tavir almis ve dolayli olarak HDP’yi desteklemistir. Muhalifler
aras1 yakinlagsma ve Kiirt meselesinin diger yiizii bakimindan bu durumun altini-

nin ¢izilmesi gerekir.

Soylu Krizi

Salgin giinlerinde siyasetteki onemli gelismelerden birisi I¢isleri Bakani Soylu’nun
istifa kriziydi. Bu krizin seyri ve bitisi gerek Cumhur ittifakinin dengeleri gerek
Kiirt meselesinin gelecegi bakimindan 6nemli ipuglari tasiyordu.

Olay soyle gelisti: I¢isleri Bakanligi, 11 ve 12 Nisan 2020 giinii 31 biiyiik sehirde so-
kaga ¢ikma yasag1 uygulanacagini, 10 Nisan aksami saat 22.00’da a¢ikladi. Bunun
iizerine binlerce insan marketlere ve firinlara kostu. Halk saglig1 tedbirlerinin ve
gereklerinin tam aksi bir tablo olustu. Sokaga ¢ikma yasaginin bir kaosa dénmesi
dogal olarak faturay1 Igisleri Bakanina gikardi, durum Bilim Kurulu tarafindan tep-
kiyle karsilandi, Soylu'nun AK Parti i¢indeki muhaliflerini harekete gegirdi. Soy-
Iu bunun iizerine istifa etti. Ancak Erdogan istifay1r kabul etmedi, Soylu’ya iliskin
ozellikle terorle miicadele bakimindan énem ve deger veren bir agiklama yapt.
iktidarin enformel ortag1 Bahceli de giiclii bir aciklamayla bakanin arkasinda dur-
du. Igisleri Bakani, sonug olarak, istifa krizinden, parti igindeki Erdogan’in damadi
Albayrak gibi gii¢lii muhaliflerine meydan okuyarak, amirini zorlayarak, bu ¢erge-

vede gii¢ ve giiven tazeleyerek ¢ikti.
Bunun anlami dikkat ¢ekicidir.

Zira bu istifa tarzi paternalist cumhurbaskanin kabul edecegi bir durum degildi.
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opponents within the AK Party were moved to action. As a result, Soylu resigned.
However, Erdogan didn’t accept his resignation and gave a speech about how he
valued Soylu, especially because of his role in the fight against terrorism. His infor-
mal partner-in-rule Bahgeli also gave his strongly worded support to the Minister.
As a result, the Minister of the Interior came out on top from this whole debacle
- challenging his strong opponents within the party, such as Erdogan’s son-in-law
Albayrak, forcing his superior’s hand and adding to his own power.

This is a significant development.

Such a resignation wouldn’t have been accepted by the paternalistic president at
any rate. He was able to overlook the attempt mostly because of the important role
the minister of the interior plays in upholding the political equilibrium.

Soylu has been the minister of the interior for four years since August 2016. During
this time the political paradigm of the ruling party changed, a state of emergency
prevailed, the state itself underwent a drastic restructuring and anti-Kurdish poli-
cies became the common denominator within the system. Soylu is both an architect
of this system, and its public face. After the coup attempt of 15 July, a securitarian
nationalism became the binding element of the alliance between AK Party, MHP
and the state;the Kurdish issue in particular is where this approach is witnessed in
action. Soylu is an important actor serving as a bridge between MHP, AK Party and
various state elements. Based on all this, Soylu’s resignation can be interpreted as
an indicator of balances both within the AK Party and also between AK Party and
MHP. The crisis and its resolution demonstrated that Erdogan doesn’t wield sole
control over Turkey’s rule, and that he has to make compromises for his partners

from time to time.

Bunu sindirmesi énemli dl¢tide igisleri bakaninin siyasi dengeler igindeki roliin-

den kaynaklanmistir..

Soylu, Agustos 2016’tan bu yana, yaklasik 4 yildir igigleri bakani. Bu donem, ikti-
darin siyaset paradigmasinin degistigi, olaganiistii rejimin hiikiim siirdiigii, devle-
tin bu istikamette yeniden yapilandigi, anti-Kiirt siyasetin sistemin ortak paydasi
haline geldigi bir kesite isaret eder. Soylu bu kesitin uygulamact mimarlarindan ve
kamu ytizlerinden birisi oldu. Ayrica, 15 Temmuz darbe girisimi sonrasi olusan AK
Parti, MHP ve devlet ittifakinin ana yapistiricisi giivenlik¢i bir milliyetgilik, bunun
somut uygulama alani Kiirt meselesi ise, Soylu, MHP, AK Parti ve devlet unsurlari
arasinda bir koprii islevi yerine getiren bir 6nemli bir aktérdi. Bunlar veri alin-
diginda, Soylu’'nun istifasinin AK Parti i¢ci ve AK Parti-MHP arasindaki dengelere
tutulan bir yansitici gorevi gordiigli soylenebilir. Kriz siireci ve bitis sekli, ozetle,
Erdogan’in Tiirkiye yonetiminde hiikiimranlig1 tek basina elinde tutmadigini, or-
taklarini dikkate almak, taviz vermek zorunda kaldigini gostermektedir.

Bu tablo iktidar cenahinin Kiirt meselesine yaklagimina dair yeni olumsuz bir girdi

olarak degerlendirilmelidir.
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II. THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF

COVID-19

As such, this state of affairs is a new unfavourable element in the ruling bloc’s
approach to the Kurdish issue.

Public health measures have presented the world economy with a serious problem
of halt in supply and demand, and the world economy is experiencing one of its
direst crises since 1929.

In a report dated 14 April, IMF predicted that the global economy would contract
by 3% in 2020. Accordingly, the Eurozone is expected to contract by 7,5% and ex-
perience unemployment at 10,4%. Globally, private sector earnings are expected
to fall by 10%. The Federal Reserve in the USA predict that unemployment rates
might pass those of the 1929 crisis (25%) and reach 32%. Private institutions are
making similar predictions. Moody’s modified its 2020 growth prediction for G20
countries, formerly 2,6%, to contraction by 0,5%.

It appears that the crisis will have different effects on all countries. Indeed, the IMF
report predicts that the economies of developing countries will be more heavily
affected by the crisis and the preventive measures if it goes on for too long. A long
crisis would force closures of companies and bring about high rates of unemploy-
ment in such countries, it is said.

WHAT IS IN STORE FOR TURKEY’'S ECONOMY

How will the economic crisis impact Turkey?

It is difficult to answer such questions precisely, because there are a number of
uncertainties about the progression of Covid-19. However, there are a lot of predic-
tions, modelling projects and preliminary analyses on the subject.

1. COVID-19’UN EKONOMIK

SONUCLARI VE YANSIMALARI

Halk sagligi onlemleri, diinya ekonomisini ¢ok ciddi bir arz ve talep durmasi ile
karg1 karstya birakmis ve diinya ekonomisinin 1929’dan beri yasadig1 en ciddi kriz-

lerden birini tetiklemis durumda.

IMF, 14 Nisan tarihli raporunda, Covid-19 salgininin etkisiyle kiiresel ekonominin
2020’de yiizde 3 kiiciilecegini tahmin ediyordu. Buna gore Euro bélgesinin yiizde
7,5 daralmasi beklenirken, ayni bolgede issizligin yiizde 10,4’e yiikselecegi varsa-
yiliyor, kiiresel ¢apta ise 0zel sektor gelirlerinde yiizde 10’luk bir diisiislin olacagi
distintiliiyor. ABD Merkez Bankasi ise tilkesi i¢in igsizlik oraninin, 1929 krizi ra-
kamlarini (yiizde 25) geride birakarak yiizde 32’ye ulasabilecegini belirtiyor. Ozel
kuruluglarin tahminleri de benzer istikamette gidiyor. Moody’s G20 iilkeleri i¢in

ylizde 2,6 olan 2020 biiytime tahminini ylizde 0,5 daralmayla revize etti.

Krizin, iilkelere farkl bi¢imde tesir edecegi goriiliiyor. Nitekim, IMF raporu krizin ve
onlemlerin uzun siirmesi halinde Tiirkiye gibi gelismekte olan ekonomilerin krizden
¢ok daha agir sekilde etkilenecegini éngoriiyor. Uzun siireli bir krizin bu tilkelerde sir-

ketlerin kapanmasina ve ¢ok yiiksek igsizlik oranlarina neden olabilecegi belirtiliyor. .

TURKIYE EKONOMISINIi BEKLEYENLER

Tirkiye ekonomik krizden nasil etkilenecek?
COVID-19’un seyri ve siiresiyle ilgili hala devam eden belirsizlikler bu tiir sorulara
net bir yanit vermeyi engellemekle birlikte, bu konuda bir ¢ok tahmin, model ¢alis-

masi ve 0n analiz var.
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In its first prediction after the coronavirus crisis, Goldman Sachs predicts -5%
growth for Turkey in 2020.® This is the same in IMF’s “World Economic Outlook”
report. The World Bank predicted that Turkey’s economy would grow by 3% before
the virus outbreak; now, it says that the rate will decrease by 0,5% and that a
serious budget deficit is in store. The budget deficit to GDP ratio will increase to
4,5% this year. Moody’s, the credit rating agency, revised its growth prediction for
Turkey to contraction by 1,4% because of the Covid-19 outbreak, and warned that
the economy would not recover strongly enough the next year. In the research note
published by Moody’s on G20 economies, it is predicted that among the developing
G20 countries Turkey’s economy will be the hardest-hit. It is predicted that in the
second and third quarters, the total contraction will amount to 7% of the GDP.

The latest scholarly research out of Turkey makes similar predictions. Some stud-
ies estimate that an annual contraction of 3,2% to 12% may be in store;® that
national income may suffer a loss of 200 billion dollars and regress to 650 billion
dollars. The most optimistic estimate is that with preventive measures, the growth
for 2020 might be “0”.")

WHAT WILL BE THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS
OF THE RECESSION IN TURKEY?

Certainly, the most important socio-economic results of the economic recession
will be unemployment and income inequality.

Unemployment

According to an analysis that looks at the potential effects of the crisis on unem-
ployment in two separate scenarios, the unemployment rate of 14% in February
2020 rises to 19,8% in one scenario, and to 25,9% in the other. In other words, a
6% increase in the unemployment rate will be the preferred scenario, and a 12%

() For purposes of comparison, let us keep in mind that this number is -5 for Russia and -6,5 for South Africa.

(6) Taymaz, E.. COVID-19 tedbirlerinin Tiirkiye ekonomisine etkisi ve ¢6ziim énerileri.

https:// sarkac.org/2020/04/covid19-tedbirlerinin-tur- kiye-ekonomisine-etkisi-cozum-onerileri/

@ https://www.perspektif.online/tr/roportaj/korona-sonrasi-gelir-esitsizligi-daha-da-bozulacak.html

Goldman Sachs’in viriis krizi sonrasi ilk tahminlerinde, Tiirkiye i¢in 2020’de eksi

5 biiylime ongoriilityor.®’ Bu rakam IMF'nin “Ekonomik Goriiniim Raporu”ndaki
tahminle ayni. Diinya Bankasi ise salgin 6ncesinde yiizde 3 civarinda biiyliyecegini
tahmin ettigi Tiirkiye’de bu y1l bu oranin 0,5 diisecegini ve ciddi bir biit¢e agiginin
yasanacagini agikladi. Buna gore biit¢e aciginin GSMH’ya orani bu yil yiizde 4,5’a
ylkselecek. Kredi derecelendirme kurulusu Moody’s, Tiirkiye ekonomisi i¢in bu
yila ait bilyiime tahminini COVID-19 salgini nedeniyle yiizde 1,4 daralmaya diisii-
riirken, bir sonraki yil ekonomideki toparlanmanin gii¢lii olmayacagi uyarisinda
bulundu. Moody’s tarafindan G20 ekonomileri hakkinda yayimlanan arastirma
notunda gelismekte olan G20 iilkeleri arasinda en ciddi Tiirkiye ekonomisinin et-
kilenecegi tahmin edildi. Ikinci ve iiciincii ¢ceyrekte toplam daralmanin GSYH’nin

ylizde 7’si kadar olacagi éngoriildi.

Tiirkiye’de yapilan son akademik ¢alismalar da benzer sonuglar igeriyor. Kimi
calismalar yillik yiizde 3,2 ile yiizde 12 arasinda bir kii¢iilme yasayabilecegini,®
milli gelirin 200 milyar dolarlik bir kayipla 650 milyar dolara gerileyebilecegini
hesapliyor. Alinacak tedbirlerle, biiylimenin 2020 yili i¢in “0” olmasi, su ana kadar
ekonomistler tarafindan yapilan en iyi tahmin.”

TURKIYE’'DE DARALMANIN SOSYO-EKONOMIK
SONUCLARI NELER OLACAK?

Ekonomik daralmanin en onemli sosyo-ekonomik sonuglarini, igsizlik ve gelir bolii-

mii bozuklugunun olusturacagina siiphe yok.

issizlik

Krizin muhtemel etkilerini istihdam bakimindan iki ayr1 senaryoda ele alan bir
analize gore, Subat 2020 rakamlarina gore %14 olan issizlik oraninin, ilk senaryoda
% 19.8’e , ikinci senaryoda 25,9’a ylikselmesi ongoriiliiyor. Diger bir ifadeye “ma-

(5) Karsilasmali bakarak anlamlandirma bakimindan, bu rakamin Rusya icin eksi 5, Giiney Afrika igin
eksi 6,5 olarak ilan edildigini hatirlatmak gerekir

(6) Taymaz, E.. COVID-19 tedbirlerinin Tiirkiye ekonomisine etkisi ve ¢6ziim 6nerileri.
https:// sarkac.org/2020/04/covid19-tedbirlerinin-tur- kiye-ekonomisine-etkisi-cozum-onerileri/

) https://www.perspektif.online/tr/roportaj/korona-sonrasi-gelir-esitsizligi-daha-da-bozulacak.html
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increase the unwelcome option.® The worst-case scenario means that only 4 out of
every 10 people at an employable age will be employed.” In this worst-case scenario,
job losses may rise to 3.2 million. Following on the logic of this analysis, it is possible to
project that youth unemployment, which is at 25% now, will go up to 40%.

Prof. Dr. Seyfettin Giirsel, who works on unemployment at the Center for Economic and
Social Research in Bahgesehir University, makes the following noteworthy estimate:
“Tending towards the optimistic conjectures, looking at the employment rates in vari-
ous areas of activity around the beginning of this year and also providing for how much
they are affected by the corona crisis, I expect that 3 million more unemployed will join
the current unemployed population, which stands at 4 million. The rate of non-agricul-
tural unemployment, currently at 15%, will rise to 23-24% at the very least...”?

One of the most optimistic estimates in this regard belongs to the IMF, which pre-

dicts a 3% increase and an unemployment rate of 17,2% by the end of the year.

Income Inequality

Inevitably, the economic crisis will have a disproportionate impact on the low-in-

come and precarious groups in almost all countries.

In Turkey, income distribution is already significantly inequal. In all of Europe,
Turkey is second only to Serbia in income inequality, and “according to 2019 num-
bers, the top-earning 20% group receives 47,6% of the GDP. The poorest 20% only
receives 6,5%.!") The income of the top-earning 20% is 7,8 times that of the poorest
20%.1"» The Gini coefficient is 0,408.0

@) COVID-19'un Tiirkiye Ekonomisine Muhtemel Etkileri [The Potential Impact of Covid-19 on Turkey’s

Economyl, Dog. Dr. Ayse Aylin Ayar, Prof. Dr. Oner Giingavd, Prof. Dr. Haluk Levend, istabul Politik
Arastirmalar Enstitlsi [Istanbul Institute of Political Research], April 2020

kul” durumda issizlik ylizde 6, “kotli” senaryoda ise yaklasik ikiye katlanarak yiiz-

de 12 artiracak gibi goriiniiyor.® En kétii senaryonun anlami, ¢alisabilecek yastaki
her 10 kisiden ancak dordiiniin istihdam edilebilecegi.®’» Bu en olumsuz senaryoda
istihdam kayiplar1 3,2 milyona kadar ¢ikabilecek. Bu analizin mantig1 takip edile-
rek, bir projeksiyonla su an ytizde 25 civarinda olan geng issizlik oraninin yiizde

40’lara ulasacagi da varsayilabilir.

Bahgesehir Universitesi Ekonomik ve Toplumsal Arastirmalar Merkezi'nde istih-
dam g¢alismalari yiiriiten Prof. Dr. Seyfettin Giirsel’in su tahmini de dikkate alin-
mas1 gerekenlerden: “Tyimser sayilabilecek varsayimlar altinda gesitli faaliyet
kollarinin bu yilin basindaki calisan sayilarini ve korona darbesinden az ya da
¢ok etkilenme durumlarini dikkate alarak, 3 milyon ilave issizin daha yaklasik 4
milyonluk mevcut issiz sayisina eklenecegini tahmin ediyorum. Tarim dis1 igsizlik

orani da yiizde 15 seviyesinden en az yiizde 23-24’e ulagir...”1

Bu konudaki en iyimser tahminlerden birisi ylizde 3’liik bir artisla y1il sonu i¢in
%17,2 issizlik oran1 6ngoren IMF’ye ait.

Gelir Dagiliminda Bozulma

Ekonomik krizin hemen tiim tilkelerde diisiik gelirliler ve ekonomik olarak daha az
giivenli gruplar tarafindan orantisiz bir sekilde karsilanmasi ka¢inilmaz bir durum.

Tiirkiye hali hazirda gelir dagiliminin ciddi olarak bozuk oldugu bir iilke. Avrupa’da
gelir dagilimi esitsizliginde Sirbistan’dan sonra ikinci sirada yer alan Tiirkiye'de “En
yiiksek gelire sahip yiizde 20’lik grubun toplam gelirden aldig1 pay, 2019 rakamlarina

O Ibid.
(10) https://www.perspektif.online/tr/roportaj/korona-sonrasi-gelir-esitsizligi-daha-da-bozulacak.html
(1) https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/ekonomi/turkiyede-gelir-dagilimi-rakamlari-aciklandi/1587020

(12) TUIK (Turkish Statistical Institute), Household Budget Research, Income and Living Conditions Research,
September 2019

(13) The Gini coefficient/index is the most popular tool in assessing fairness and equality in income distribution.
Itis a coefficient that ranges between 0 and 1; income distribution equality rises the nearer one gets to 0,
and inequality rises the nearer one gets to 1. Turkey’s Gini coefficient for 2018 is 0.408. This was 0.440 in
2002. There is a consistent trend towards inequality. In North European countries with fair distribution of
income (Sweden, Norway, Finland) and the formerly socialist countries of Central Europe
(Czechia, Poland, Hungary) the Gini coefficient is at around 0.24 - 0.30, 0.25. In the UK it is 0.32,
in France and Germany 0.29, in the US 0.40.

() COVID-19'un Tiirkiye Ekonomisine Muhtemel Etkileri, Dog. Dr. Ayse Aylin ayar, Prof. Dr. Oner Giincavdi,
Prof. Dr. Haluk Levend, istabul Politik Aragtirmalar Enstitiisii, Nisan 2020

9 Agk.

(10) https://www.perspektif.online/tr/roportaj/korona-sonrasi-gelir-esitsizligi-daha-da-bozulacak.html
(1) https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/ekonomi/turkiyede-gelir-dagilimi-rakamlari-aciklandi/1587020
(12)TUIK, Hanehalk Biitce Arastirmalari ve Gelir ve Yasam Kosullari arastirmalari, Eyliil 2109

1s1981]] e|Aewsiney uap3 weaaq ap,2AnpNL 3 IS 1epaeyuely [eAsog aA L1axsy ‘1seAIS utuiuibles 61-QIA0D

L L/
20 &
L 4



The impact of the Covid -19 pandemic on the political, military, and social spheres and the relevance to the ongoing conflict in Turkey

There is no doubt that the crisis will make this inequal state of affairs even more
inequal. As we will discuss in a moment, considering that the direct income sup-
port announced by the state is insufficient and that the new wave of unemployment
will hit the low-income and unregistered workers the worst, income equality is
expected to create a great deal of downward pressure.

According to a study published by Istanbul Institute of Political Research, the poor-
est section of the society is estimated to receive 5,6% of the GDP (marking a de-
crease), whereas for the richest, it will rise to 48,2%.1%

Turkey’s Tools Against The Crisis

The precautions taken by Turkey are going to determine how much the economic
crisis will affect the country.

Indeed, faced with a crisis, states are following expansionary fiscal and monetary
policies in order to overcome the contractionary pressures on the commodities,
service and unemployment markets. A total of incentives worth 8 trillion dollars
- the US 2 trillion dollars, Germany 750 billion euros - has been announced. IMF
has set aside 1 trillion dollars for the crisis.

Precautionary Measures

Turkey’s measures for the crisis are grouped under three headings.

The government announced a 100 billion Turkish Lira (14 billion-dollar) budget
package for the crisis. However, only 25% of the package (3,5 billion dollars) is
cash support; the remainder is items such as debt, tax and bill relief. As such, the
package is deemed to be insufficient in the face of such a crisis.

As well as the package, the Credit Guarantee Fund is going to open up a new credit
volume of 50 billion dollars for companies. However, this measure failed to have a
considerable impact because the amount was divided first among the banks, and
then among their branches. The limit for each branch was 2-3 million Turkish

Liras, compared to a demand of 70-80 billion Turkish Liras.

(14) COVID-19'un Tiirkiye Ekonomisine Muhtemel Etkileri [The Potential Impact of Covid-19 on Turkey’s
Economyl, Dog. Dr. Ayse Aylin Ayar, Prof. Dr. Oner Giingavd, Prof. Dr. Haluk Levend, istabul Politik
Arastirmalar Enstitlsi [Istanbul Institute of Political Research], April 2020

gbre ylizde 47,6. En yoksul yiizde 20'nin ise toplam gelirden aldig1 pay yiizde 6.5 ile

sinirl.™ Gelirden en fazla pay alan yiizde 20’lik grubun geliriyle en diisiik pay alan
yiizde 20’lik grubun geliri arasindaki fark 7.8.9% Gini katsayzist ise 0,408.0%

Krizin bu bozuk tabloyu daha da bozulacagina siiphe bulunmuyor. Az sonra degi-
necegimiz iizere devletin agikladigl dogrudan gelir desteklerinin yetersiz oldugu,
yeni igsizlik dalgasinin diisiik Gicretlileri ve 6zellikle kayitsiz ¢alisan kesimi vura-
cag1 dikkate alinirsa, gelir dagilimi bozuklugunun asagiya dogru biiyiik bir baski
olusturmasi bekleniyor.¥

Istanbul Politik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii’niin yayinladig1 arastirmaya gore, en yok-
sul kesimin toplam gelirden aldig1 payin yiizde 5,6’ya diismesi, en zengin kesimin

aldig1 payin ise yiizde 48,2’ye kadar yiikselmesi bekleniyor.

Krize Karsi Tiirkiye’nin Araclari

Tiirkiye ekonomisinin krizden ne kadar etkilenecegi, alacag1 karsi tedbirlerle de
yakindan ilgili.

Nitekim kriz karsisinda devletler, mal, hizmet ve istidam piyasasi lizerindeki bu
daraltic1 baskiy1 agsmak i¢in genislemeci para ve maliye politikalari izliyorlar. ABD
tarafindan 2 triyon dolar, Almanya tarafindan 750 milyar Euro olmak {izere su ana
kadar toplam 8 trilyon dolarlik tesvik agikladi. IMF kriz i¢in 1 trilyon dolar ayirdi.

Tedbirler

Tirkiye’nin tedbirleri ti¢ ana kalemden olustu.

Hiikiimet kriz i¢in 100 milyar TL1ik (14 milyar dolar) bir paket acikladi. Ancak bu
paketin sadece yiizde 25’inin (3,5 milyar dolar) nakit destekten, geri kalanin ise
borg, vergi, fatura ertelemesi gibi kalemlerden olustugunu belirtmek gerekir. Bu

haliyle paket krizin ¢ap1 karsisinda zayif olarak degerlendiriliyor.

(13) Kisisel gelir dagiiminda adaleti dlcmek icin kullanilan araglar icinde en yaygin kullanilani Gini katsayisidir.

Gini katsayisi sifir ile bir arasinda degisen bir katsayidir ve sifira yaklastik¢a gelir dagilimi esitliginin,

bire yaklastikca gelir dagilhmi esitsizliginin arttigini gosterir. Tirkiye'nin 2018 Gini katsayisi 0.408dir.

Bu rakam 2002 tarihinde 0,440'd1. Duizenli bir bozulma egilimi icindedir. Gelir dagiliminin adaletli oldugu
Kuzey Avrupa (lkelerinde (isveg, Norvec, Finlandiya) ve Orta Avrupa'daki eski sosyalist tilkelerde

(Cek Cumhuriyeti, Polonya, Macaristan) Gini katsayisi 0,24 - 0,30 dolayinda, 0,25 dolayinda bulunuyor.
ingiltere 0,32, Fransa ve Almanya 0,29, ABD 0,40 oranlarina sahipler.

(14) COVID-19'un Tiirkiye Ekonomisine Muhtemel Etkileri, Doc. Dr. Ayse Aylin ayar, Prof. Dr. Oner Giincavdi,

Prof. Dr. Haluk Levend, istabul Politik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii, Nisan 2020
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The cancellation of employment contracts is prohibited during the pandemic for
three months; the president has the authority to extend this duration up to six
months. A decision was made to pay a daily allowance of 39 liras 42 kurush (5,6
dollars) from the Unemployment Fund to those who became unemployed or went
on unpaid leave during the pandemic. However, the high number of people who
applied to receive it, the insufficiency of the allowance as well as the 36% rate of
unregistered employment in the country all meant that this measure was not very

efficient.

Scarcity of Resources

According to economists and experts, the crisis came at a particularly inconvenient
time for Turkey. The most evident reason is the government’s irrational economic

policies.

As such, Turkey is very fragile against the economic effects of Covid-19 because
it has a limited number of tools for the occasion. As a result, there is an increased
risk that Turkey will experience the effects of the crisis more deeply.

In other words, in order to manage the crisis Turkey needs to pump money to the
market, and it needs cash to do so. However, for the following reasons, the govern-

ment has no such money:

B Budgetary resources are completely used up and tied into various forward-look-
ing commitments (bridges, city hospitals).

M The Central Bank’s reserves have dwindled to nothing. Bank reserves, for-
eign-currency reserves -with the exception of gold reserves- are down to -18. The
“contingency reserve” of 41 billion Turkish Liras was spent as part of last year’s
budget.

B The banking sector is in dire straits. Public banks controlled by the state are
now owed debts that are uncertain to be paid back by 15%; this rate is 6-7% for
private banks. Public banks have sold foreign currency worth 40 billion Turkish

Liras on government orders.

M The bonds issued by Turkey are also on an unfavourable trajectory. The in-
terest rate has gone up to 14% from 10%, and the Libor SDR index shows that
after Argentina, Turkey has the highest interest rate with 5-6%. Another reason
for this is that Turkey’s CDS premiums have risen up to include Turkey in the

Bu paketin yaninda, Kredi Garanti Fonu'nun sirketler i¢in 50 milyar dolarhik yeni

kredi hacmi agilmasina karar verildi. Ancak bu tedbir de ¢ok etkili olmadi. Clinki
bu meblag 6nce bankalar, sonra subeleri arasinda boliindii. Her subeye 2-3 milyon
TL limit diiserken, 70-80 milyon TLlik de bir talep geldi.

Salgin siiresince 3 ay boyunca is akdi feshi yasaklandi, cumhurbaskanina bu siire-
yi 6 aya kadar uzatma yetkisi verildi,. Salgin déneminde issiz kalan ya da {icretsiz
izne ¢ikarilanlara Issizlik Fonu’ndan giinliik 39 lira 42 kurus (5,6 dolar) 6deme ya-
pilmasi karari aldi. Gerek yiiksek bagvuru orani, gerek meblagin diisiikliigii, gerek

ylizde 36’lik kayitsiz ¢aligan orani, bu tedbirin etkinligini de sinirh kildi.

Kaynak Sikintisi

Ekonomist ve uzmanlarin ortak goriisii Tiirkiye'nin bu krize zor zamanda ve zor
durumda yakalandig1 seklinde. Bunun en énemli nedeni ise hiikiimetin siirdiirdii-

gii irrasyonel ekonomi politikalari olarak gosteriliyor.

Bu cercevede Tiirkiye’nin COVID-19’in ekonomik etkileri konusunda en kirilgan
noktasi, kullanabilecegi araglarin sinirli olmasindan kaynaklaniyor. Bu durum, do-
gal olarak, krizin etkilerini daha derin yaganmasi riskini arttiriyor.

Diger bir ifadeyle Tiirkiye'nin krizi yonetebilmek i¢in piyasaya para aktarmaya,
bunun icin ise nakit paraya ihtiya¢ bulunuyor, ancak hiikiimetin elinde asagidaki

nedenlerle boyle bir kaynak yok.

M iitgenin kaynaklari tiimiiyle harcanmis, ¢esitli ileriye doniik taahhiitlerle (kop-

riiler, sehir hastaneleri) baglanmis durumda.

B Merkez Bankas1 kaynaklar: erimis buluyor. Banka karsiliklari, altin karsiligi
disinda doviz rezervleri eksi 18’e diismiis durumda. Var 41 milyar TLlik “ihtiyat

akgesi” gecen yilin biitgesi i¢ine dahil edilerek harcandi.

M Bankacilik sektori sikintili kosullarda ve umut vermiyor. Hiikiimet denetim-
deki kamu bankalarinin geri doniisii siipheli alacaklarinin orani yiizde 15’e yiik-
selmis durumda, bu rakam 6zel bankalar ylizde 6-7 seviyelerinde seyrediyor.
Kamu Bankalarinin hiikiimetin talimatiyla yaptiklar: doviz satis miktar: 40 mil-

yar TL civarinda bulunuyor.

B Tiirkiye’'nin ¢ikardig1 tahvillerde de seyir olumsuz. Faiz orani ylizde 10’dan

14’e kadar ¢ikarken, Libor SDR gostergeleri Tiirkiye’nin Arjantin’den sonra yiiz-
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top 6 countries in the world. The CDS premium index shows the risk a country
possesses in paying its debts. For Turkey, this number was 281 in January and
by the end of March, it had risen to 540.)

In addition to these, at the first hint of a crisis the foreign cash flow into the mar-
ket stopped. By April, there has been a 7% decrease in percent of foreigners in
the shares. Foreign investors are buying foreign currency, which is causing the
exchange rate to go up. The exchange rates are high despite the public banks’
foreign currency spending. This is a particularly serious risk, since Turkey has a
foreign-currency debt of 172 billion dollars that it needs to pay off in 12 months.

Alternatives

Experts say that Turkey is now facing three options.
The first option is to request low-interest IMF resources like a lot of countries.

Approximately 90 countries have applied to the IMF so far, however, Turkey is not
among them. It is difficult to apply to the IMF because Erdogan waged anti-IMF pol-
itics for years, thinks that having relations with the IMF equals being dependent
on the West and feels that not being in contact with the IMF is a source of pride.
At the same time, the IMF is unlikely to agree to a deal with country if it cannot
monitor where the money is being spent, an economy that is not being governed
by the rules of a free market.

The second option is to print money.

Although no official statements were made, there is a consensus that this is what
the Central Bank is going to do. CHP spokesperson Faik Oztrak has said that “cred-
it money was printed” in the middle of April, and added: “The Central Bank’s print-
ing house is working nonstop these days. In the last month the Central Bank has
received treasure securities worth 28,5 billion Turkish liras. It has taken the secu-
rities of the Unemployment Insurance Fund and printed 35 billion Turkish liras in
exchange.”') Chair of the DEVA Party Ali Babacan, a trusted and prestigious figure
in economics, made a similar remark: “They are printing Turkish liras. Unsuitable

(15) https://www.mahfiegilmez.com/2020/03/cds-primi-nicin-yukseliyor.html

(16) https://chp.org.tr/haberler/chp-parti-sozcusu-oztrak-kurbaganin-gozu-patlamadan-hazinenin-
muslugunu-acin

de 5-6’yla en yiiksek faiz istenen iilke oldugu gosteriyor. Bunun bir nedeni de

Tiirkiye'nin CDS primlerinin yiikselerek diinyadaki en yiiksek alt1 iilke i¢inde
yer almaya baslamasi. CDS prim endeks degeri bir {ilkenin bor¢larini 6deme ko-
nusunda sahip oldugu risk durumunu gosteriyor. Tiirkiye i¢in Ocak ayinda 281
olan bu say1 Mart sonunda 540’a yiikseldi."®

Bunlar disinda, krizin ilk sinyalleriyle birlikte piyasaya yabanci girisi, sicak para
girisi durdu. Nisan ay1 itibariyle hisselerdeki yabanci pay1 ytizde 7 azalmis bulunu-
yor. Yabanc1 yatirimcinin doviz alimi ise doviz kurlarinin yiikselmesine yol agiyor.
D6viz kurlart kamu bankalarinin doviz satislarina ragmen yiiksek seyrediyor. Tlirk
0zel sektortintin (12 ay i¢inde ddemesi gereken 172 milyar dolarlik déviz borcu
olmasi, bu gelismeyi ciddi bir diger risk haline geviriyor.

Alternatifler

Uzmanlar bu kosullarda Tiirkiye'nin 6ntinde {i¢ yol oldugunu soyliiyorlar.

Ik yol pek cok iilke gibi, diisiik faizli IMF kaynaklarindan yararlanmay talep et-
mek.

Su ana kadar bu kurulusa 90’a yakin iilke basvurdu. Ancak aralarinda Tirkiye
yok. Erdogan’in, yillardir siiren IMF karsit1 angajmani, IMF ile iliskiyi Bati bagim-
lihig1 olarak tarif ediyor olmasi, bu kurumla iligski kurmamay1 bir gurur vesilesi
olarak lanse etmesi, bugiin, IMF'nin kapisini ¢almay1 zor kiliyor. Diger taraftan,
IMF’nin, verecegi paranin nereye harcanacagini denetlemeden, ozellikle serbest
piyasa kurallarina gore yonetilmeyen bir ekonomiye anlasma yapmasi miimkiin

gorinmiiyor.
Ikinci yol para basma yoluna gitmek.

Bir agiklama ve resmi veri olmamakla birlikte Merkez Bankasi’nin bu yola bagvur-
duguna dair genel bir kanaat var. CHP sozciisii Faik Oztrak, Nisan ay1 ortasinda
“Kkarsiliks1z para basildigin1” soyleyerek “Merkez Bankasi matbaasi bugiinlerde
stirekli para bastyor. Son bir ayda Merkez Bankas1 28,5 milyar liralik Hazine ka-
g1d1 almis. Issizlik Sigortasi Fonu'ndan kagitlart almis, karsiliginda da 35 milyar

(15) https://www.mahfiegilmez.com/2020/03/cds-primi-nicin-yukseliyor.htm|
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methods are being employed. Banks are putting their mortgage loans, their secu-
rities of any kind in the Central Bank and withdrawing money in exchange. Where
does the Central Bank get those Turkish liras from? The Central Bank is producing
Turkish lira now. However, there is no equivalency. How long will this go on? How
will a medium-term program serve to normalize things? Unless these questions
are answered right away, the current policy of the Central Bank will result in high
exchange rates and inflation...”"” Prof. Dr. Refet Giirkaynak of Bilkent University
issues a similar warning by saying that the creation of Turkish lira by the Central
Bank devalues the lira, making it impossible for companies to pay their foreign
currency debts.®)

The third option is for Turkey to force open the abovementioned swap channels
that are blocked, and to sell Turkish liras to countries’ central banks in exchange
for dollars, with the permission of FED and ECB. There are no actual developments
on this front yet.

The low oil prices alleviate the pressures of the current account deficit, and yet,
there are short-term tourism losses to be taken into account. The post-pandemic
stagnancy in the EU will affect exports as well, since half of all exports are to the
EU.

In light of all this, it is obvious that Turkey is facing an uncertain economic future.
Some economists claim that it is in favour of the government!® that the low rates
of demand will keep the inflation low.%

Another good possibility for Turkey would be for the pandemic to end soon, and the

crisis to disappear with a sharp U-turn.

(7) https://www.gercekgundem.com/siyaset/1 74793/ali-babacan-cumhuriyete-konustu-turkiye-trollerle-

yonetilmeyi-hak-etmiyor

(18) https://www.duvarenglish.com/columns/2020/04/12/this-place-is-different/
(19) https://t24.com.tr/video/akademisyen-umit-akcay-turkiye-nin-imf-ye-gitmeden-krizi-

yonetecek-hareket-alani-var,28039

(20) IMF’s two-year inflation estimate for Turkey is 12%. JP Morgan, generally accurate in its estimates,

modified its year-end inflation rate for Turkey to 8.1%.

lira para basmis.”® agiklamasini yapiyordu. Ekonomi yonetiminin giivenilir ve

prestijli isimlerinden DEVA Partisi Genel Bagskan1 Ali Babacan da benzer bir tes-
pit de bulunuyor: “Tiirk lirast tretilmeye basland: zaten. Hi¢ olmadik yontemler
uygulaniyor. Bankalar ellerindeki konut kredileri, ellerindeki herhangi bir varliga
dayali menkul kiymetleri Merkez Bankasi’na koyup, Merkez Bankasi’'ndan para
cekebiliyor. Merkez Bankasi o Tiirk Lirasi’'ni nereden buluyor? Merkez Bankasi su
anda Tiirk Liras1 tiretmeye basladi. Ama karsilig1 yok Fakat bunun miktar1 ne ola-
cak, orta vadeli bir programla nasil normale donecek, bu acil olarak agiklanmazsa
Merkez Bankasi’'nin bugiinkii politikasi size yliksek kur ve enflasyon olarak geri
doner...”!" Bilkent Universitesi 6gretim {iyesi Prof. Dr. Refet Giirkaynak de benzer
bir uyarr da bulunarak, Merkez Bankasi tarafindan TL yaratilmasi durumda, TU'nin
degerinin diisecegini sirketlerin doviz borglarini 6demesinin imkansiz hale gelece-
gini belirtiyor.1®

Uciincii yol ise Tiirkiye'nin yukarida soziinii tikali swap kanallarin1 agmak igin
zorlamasi, FED ve AMB’den izin alarak iilke merkez bankalarina dolar karsiliginda

lira satmas1 Ancak bu konuda heniiz somut bir gelisme yok.

Petrol fiyatlarinin diislikligii cari agik baskisini hafifletiyor ama buna karsilik kisa
vadede turizm gelirlerinde yasanacak kayip soz konusu.. AB’de yasanacak pande-
mi sonras1 durgunluk, ihracatin yarisinin AB’ye yapildig1 dikkate alinirsa genel

ihracati tablosunu da etkileyecek.

Tiirkiye’nin bu verilerle sikintili ekonomik bir ortama dogru ilerledigine siiphe
yok. Kimi iktisat¢ilar talep diistikliigiiniin enflasyonu alt seviyelerde tutacak olma-

sin1,"” ekonomi y6netiminin elinde bir koz oldugu iddia ediyorlar.

Tirkiye i¢cin bir baska sans, salginin kisa siirede bitmesi, hizli bir geri doniisle

krizin s6nmesi.??

(16) https://chp.org.tr/haberler/chp-parti-sozcusu-oztrak-kurbaganin-gozu-patlamadan-hazinenin-
muslugunu-acin

(17) https://www.gercekgundem.com/siyaset/1 74793/ali-babacan-cumhuriyete-konustu-turkiye-trollerle-
yonetilmeyi-hak-etmiyor

(18) https://www.duvarenglish.com/columns/2020/04/12/this-place-is-different/

(19) IMF'nin Tiirkiye icin iki yillik enflasyon tahminin ylizde 12. Genel olarak dogru kestirimlerde bulunan
JP Morgan ise aciklanan son tahminlerinde, Tiirkiye icin yil sonu enflasyon oranini % 8,1 cekti.

(20) https://t24.com.tr/video/akademisyen-umit-akcay-turkiye-nin-imf-ye-gitmeden-krizi-
yonetecek-hareket-alani-var,28039
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Yet another potential opportunity is for Western economies to transfer their supply
chains nearer to themselves due to loss of trust in China and invest in countries
such as Turkey. However, Turkey currently doesn’t have the required level of rule
of law, economic stability and similar factors.

POTENTIAL IMPACT ON POLITICS

The general outlook gives importance to the question, “how might the economic
crisis affect Turkey’s politics and political stability?” The two undesired socioec-
onomic developments highlighted above are particularly pertinent in answering

this question.

Inevitably, it appears, the disruption of income distribution will bring down the
welfare levels of middle classes everywhere in the country, but especially in the
“load-bearing” Western provinces. Such a development would likely feed into polit-
ical unrest and challenges. For the 2023 elections, the year 2022 will be important
in this regard. However, it needs to be noted that the current income inequality
cannot be fixed right away. As such, the two options before Turkey in this regard
are for the opposition to gain power, and for the ruling bloc to seek consolidation
through populist and nationalist moves.

Youth unemployment is expected to rise to 35-40% in the coming period; this is
likely to have an impact on politics. The best-case scenario for a return to normal-
ity is 4 to 5 years, and requires both money and new sectors. That would mean
a growth rate far above the projected 2-3%. Special note must be made of South-
eastern provinces, where the unemployment rate is particularly high. Southeast
Anatolia has the highest unemployment rate in all of Turkey with 18,1%. The rate
is around 25% for Mardin, Batman, Sirnak and Siirt; 21,5% for Van, Mus, Bitlis and
Hakkari.?" It is predicted that these rates might rise to 50% for the youth because
of the crisis. This, in turn, would breed certain reaction in these Kurdish provinces
- reactions that are likely to have an impact on the Kurdish issue.

1) TUIK, “Is guici istatistikleri 2018”

Bir olumlu gelisme ihtimali, Cin’e karsi giivenin azalmasiyla Bat1 ekonomilerinin

tedarik zincirini yakin ¢evrelerine tasimalari ve Tiirkiye gibi tilkelere yatirim yapil-
mas1 ama bunun i¢in hukuk giivenligi, ekonomik istikrar vs. gibi kosullar1 Tiirkiye

bugiin karsilamiyor.

MUHTEMEL SiYASi SONUCLAR

Bu tablo, “ekonomik kriz Tiirkiye’de siyaset ve siyasi istikrar tizerinde ne tiir etki-
lerde bulunabilir” sorusuna 6nem kazandiriyor. Yukarida da alt1 ¢izilen sosyo-eko-
nomik iki muhtemel olumsuz gelisme, soruya yanit bakimindan énemli goriiniiyor.

Gelir dagilimin bozulmasiyla, tiim iilkede, ancak ozellikle tasiyici nitelikte olan
Bati bolgelerinde orta simiflarin refah ¢itasini bir kademe daha asag1 diistirmesi
kag¢inilmaz goriinmektedir. Bu gelismenin siyasi tepki ve itiraz dalgasi beslemesi
sasirtict olmaz. 2023 i¢in ongoriilen se¢imlerde, 2022 yilinin bu bakimdan nasil
gececegi onemli goriinmektedir. Ancak mevcut ekonomik gelir dagilimi bozuklu-
gunun hizla tamir edilemeyecegi dikkate almak gerekir. Bu durumda muhalefe-
tin gli¢ kazanmasi, siyasi iktidarin popiilist ve milliyet¢i hamlelerle konsolidasyon

aramasl ihtimalleri her zamanki Tirkiye'nin ontindeki iki ana yolu olusturacaktir.

Oniimiizdeki donemde 6zellikle genc niifusta issizligin yiizde 35-40 arasi seyrede-
cek olmasi, siyasete tahvil olabilecek diger bir girdidir. Bu tablonun en iyi halde
4-5 seneden once normale donmesi beklenmemekte ve geri doniis i¢in para girisi
ve yeni sektorlerin devreye girmesi sarti bulunmaktadir. Bu ise, ardigik bir sekil-
de, ongortilenden, yani ytizde 2-3’ten oldukga fazla biiylime orani anlamina gelir.
Ozellikle issizlik oraninin gok yiiksek seyrettigi Giineydogu illerine bir parantez
agmak gerekiyor. Tiirkiye'nin en yiiksek issizlik orani yiizde 18,1’le Gilineydogu
Anadolu’da bulunuyor. Mardin, Batman, Sirnak, Siirt’te oran ylizde 25, Van, Mus,
Bitlis, Hakkari’de ise 21,5 seviyelerinde seyrediyor.?" Krizle birlikte bu oranlarin,
ozellikle geng niifusta yilizde 50’lere ulasabilecegi tahminler arasinda bulunuyor.
Bu durumun, Kiirt bolgelerinde kimi reaksiyonlari beslemesi, Kiirt meselesi dair

yeni bir girdi olusturmasi da ciddi bir ihtimal olarak gortinmektedir.

21 TUIK, “is giict istatistikleri 2018”
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