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POLITICS AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN TURKEY

Foreword

Ferda Balancar, columnist at Agos daily, has written an extensive
analysis of the various religious orders and organisations in Turkey,
with particular attention given to the presence of the role of a religious
organisation in the 15 July coup attempt in 2016. Mr Balancar gives a
background on the origins of the various orders, which can be broadly
split into the Nagshbandi, Nur Movement and the Suleymanites. The
Giilenists, an offshoot of the Nur Movement, have had, along with the
various other religious orders, unusual and often chequered relations
with the state and in politics. As Mr Balancar recounts, many of the
orders have been at times quite close to government, the Giilenists being
the classic embodiment of this with their permeation of many levels
of the Turkish bureaucracy and key governmental structures such as
the military, police and the judiciary. According to Mr Balancar, the
implications following the attempted coup and subsequent liquidation
of Giilenists from government are that the very same threat remains as
other religious orders may fill the vacuum the Giilenists have left behind.
Without the conception of a new democratic constitution, Mr Balancar
argues the risk of bureaucratic entrenchment of certain influential groups
will continue and is of utmost concern with likely repercussions on issues

such as the Kurdish Issue and the future of democracy in Turkey.

Kerim Yildiz
Chief Executive Officer

Democratic Progress Institute
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Introduction

This paper will look at the various groups within Turkey that can be
described as religious orders. The effects these orders have on politics
and the results of these effects will also be examined. After the military
coup attempt of 15 June 2016, investigations were conducted into, and
suits were filed against, the Giilen Movement (or FETO - Fethullahist
Terrorist Organisation) led by Fethullah Giilen; as a result of these, the
extent of power and influence the organisation had within the military
and civilian bureaucracies came to light and consequently, Turkey began
to have intense discussions about the relationship between these religious
groups, known as orders, and politics and bureaucracy. The question was
this: how did the Giilen Movement manage to amass enough power to

organize a coup attempt?

At the same time, there are also worries that following the purging
and removal of this organisation from political and social life, another
religious group might, in time, come to yield the same influence and
power as the Giilen Movement once did. The most notable reason behind
this particular worry is that at the moment it is uncertain whether the
positions once held by the Giilenists, especially in the military and
civilian bureaucracy, are now occupied by members of other religious

groups or not.

The anti-AK Party nationalist groups in particular claim that, thanks
to the AK Party government, members of other religious groups now
occupy the positions formerly occupied by the Giilenists in the military

and civilian bureaucracy. The same nationalist groups also argue that,
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like the Giilenists, the members of these religious groups must also be

removed from the bureaucracy at once. '

This paper will look at the process those religious groups defined as orders
in Turkey went through, from the founding of the Turkish Republic
in 1923 to today, and their relations with political parties during this
process. The situation these religious groups find themselves in as the
Giilen Movement is dismantled and purged, as well as their relationship

with political parties and the ruling power, will be analysed in the paper.

The usage of such terms as “order”, “organisation” and “religious group”
initiate endless debate among the sociologists, political scientists and
theologians in Turkey. Academic debates as to what “order” means,
which religious groups are orders, and the “phenomenon of becoming an
order” is still ongoing, and as of yet, there is no commonly agreed upon

definition of what an order means.

The groups defined as orders in this paper are also described as “cults”
in international literature. As such, we may say that a cult is a religious
group centered on the unquestionable leadership of a religious figure
who attributes divine qualities to themselves; a group which believes that
it has privileged access to the divine truth and to eternal redemption. The
religious groups in Turkey that may be described as orders have Sufism
(Tasavvuf), a kind of Islamic mysticism, as their source of knowledge

and method.

There are hundreds of groups or organisations in Turkey that may be

described as orders. Most of these are limited to a certain geographic

1 One of the most striking instances of this is a book published by the Kirmizi Kedi Publishing,
known for publishing nationalist and anti-AK Party books, in June 2019, written by Barig
Pehlivan and Baris Terkoglu, both staff members for the nationalist website odatv.com, named
“Metastasis”. The book argues that the vacant positions of the Giilen Community within the
police force and the judiciary are being filled by followers of various other communities. The book
was met with great interest and became a bestseller.




POLITICS AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN TURKEY

region and sometimes even to one single city, with a few hundred or
perhaps a thousand followers at the most, and no considerable influence
over political parties or politics in general. Some of these orders are
uninterested in politics. For some, followers may be participants in
politics but as a group they do not have a common political outlook.
Such marginal orders as these with very limited power, or apolitical

orders, are outside the scope of this paper however.

Instead, this paper will look at those orders with millions of followers
and vast financial resources; orders either in possession or control of
primary, secondary and higher education institutions as well as medium
and large-scale economic enterprises, and which bargain with political
parties for their votes during every election. The millions of followers of
these orders tend to vote for the political parties and candidates of their
leaders’ choice. As such, they are of great interest to political parties.
These orders derive the majority of their political power from their

reserve of votes.

In order to understand the political power of orders in Turkey it is
necessary to look at some political developments that have taken place
since the founding of the Turkish Republic in 1923. Two laws passed
shortly after the founding of the Republic marked the beginning of a
very difficult period for orders that had managed to survive throughout
the history of the Ottoman Empire. These were “The Law on Unification
of Education” passed on 3 March 1924 and “The Law on the Obstruction
of Dervish Lodges and Shrines” passed on 13 December 1925. Even
though these two laws officially abolished orders, they have continued
to exist illegally or semi-legally up until today. The first of these laws,
the Law on Unification of Education dated 1924, made all education
activities the responsibility of the Ministry of Education. The Law on the
Obstruction of the Dervish Lodges and Shrines dated 1925 abolished
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all order-like religious organisations. By means of another law passed
on 3 March 1924 the Ministry of Religious Affairs was founded and all
religious services, including religious education, was placed under the
responsibility of the Ministry. From then until 1950, when the multi-
party system actually came into effect, it was a very difficult period of

time for all of the non-state religious organisations and groups in Turkey.

Because they were oppressed by the state during the first 25 years of the
Republic, the orders structured themselves as illegal and underground
organisations in that period. Although they went underground, they
derived strength from their hundreds of years worth of history and their
legitimacy in the eyes of the people, and so they survived throughout the

25 years of oppression.

In 1950, for the first time the elections were held with secret balloting
and open counting in which more than one party participated; almost
all of the order-like religious organisations voted for the Democrat Party
(DP), which was running against the Republican People’s Party (CHP),
which had been in rule since the founding of the Republic. * From 1950,
when they came to power in an overwhelming electoral victory to 1960
when a military coup brought them down, DP won all of the elections
it ran in, and was the sole ruling party for 10 years. Nearly all of the
political historians who study this period agree that the support of the
orders was a very important part of that success. ® Since the 1950s, orders
have not only increased their visibility and strength in Turkey’s political

and social life, but also expanded their influence in society. We will look

2 'The first multi-party elections in Turkey took place in 1946. Because this was an “open balloting,
secret counting” election, CHP, the party of the one-party regime won a crushing victory. In other
words, because the electorate was afraid of being marked, they weren’t able to vote as they wanted
to. The first “secret balloting, open counting” election in Turkey in line with international standards
took place in 1950.

3 An example is Serif Mardin, world-famous historian with many books on politics and religion in
Turkey.




POLITICS AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN TURKEY

at the particular dynamics of this historical process as we consider the

orders one by one below.

There are three main orders in Turkey with considerable influence over
political institutions, and the presence and influence of whose members
in the civilian and military bureaucracy is a hotly debated topic: the
Nagshbandi, the Nur movement and the Suleymanites. Of course these
three are not the sum total of the phenomena of orders in Turkey. *
However, orders other than these three have no significant influence over
politics. This is mostly because those other orders have no central and
widespread organisation comparable to these three. For instance, the
order known as the Qadiri consists of hundreds of small communities
scattered across the country with no organisational relationship between
any of them. These relatively small orders are often organised only in a
few neighboring provinces, and sometimes in a single province or even
a single township. As such, they have no power over national politics.
Such orders may have a certain influence over the local government or
administration in the region or province where they are based. Some
other orders, such as the Mevlevi, are also organised in small groups
independent of one another and what’s more, they are uninterested in
politics. Political figures may emerge from such groups, but that is the
result of the individual strivings of such people and not related to the

activities or policies of the order itself.

The three orders with which this paper concerns itself, namely, the
Nakhsbandi, the Nur Movement and the Suleymanites have millions of
followers, very significant financial resources, social opportunities and

they bargain with the political parties during every election period. They

4 Inabook published by a respectable publisher under the Directorate of Religious Affairs, and
which is the most comprehensive book to be published in Turkish about the religious orders,
the current religious orders in Turkey are listed as follows: Nagshbandi, Qadiri, Rifa’i, Akbari,
Shadhili, Bektashi, Mevlevi, Vefai, Sadiyye, Bedeviyye, Khalwati, Bayrami, Zeyni and Jelveti.
(Reference: Tiirkiye’de Tarikatlar: Tarih ve Kiiltiir. Editor: Semih Ceyhan. ISAM Yayinlar1. 2015)
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are known to make deals concerning a number of things — they may ask
for representatives of their own in the parliament, or they may bargain
for important bureaucratic positions. For instance, they may strike a
bargain with the ruling party for one or more seats on the board of
a public institution. They may also bargain for companies controlled
by the order to be granted public tenders, or for their foundations
and associations to be accorded tax breaks. From this point of view,
the religious organisations subsumed under the three main groups we
analyse below are a laboratory of sorts where the relationship between

religious orders and politics in Turkey may be studied in all its aspects.

The Nagshbandi

The Nagshbandi order has an 800-year-long history. However, instead
of focusing on its long history, it would suit our purpose better to look at
the relationship between the Ottoman Empire during its last century —
the 19 century — and the Nakhsbandi order, so that we may understand
the political role of the Nagshbandi in today’s Turkey. This is because
the relationship between the Ottoman Empire and those religious
communities calling themselves Nakhsbandi in the 19th century is
useful in interpreting the relationship between the Nagshbandi, the state
and the political parties in the Republic era. The 19th century was when
the Ottoman Empire, founded in the 14th century, began to disintegrate
and during that same period, numerous religious communities defining
themselves as Nakhsbandi quickly spread and became organised all
over Ottoman territories with Muslim majority populations. In the East
Balkans, or today’s Bosnia-Herzegovina, Macedonia, Northern Greece
and Bulgaria, the Nakhsbandi communities organised themselves very
swiftly throughout the 19th century. The order also spread in what is
today’s Turkey as well as parts of Northern Syria and Northern Iraq.
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Nagshbandi communities expanded among all Muslim communities

living in Ottoman territories, especially among Turks, Kurds and Arabs.

In fact, these territories were the strongholds of the Ottoman Empire,
which kept losing its lands until the 19* century. Like other empires
of the period, the Ottoman Empire also spent the entirety of the 19th
century fighting many wars and losing most of them, as well as losing
lands and influence; as such, the territories we are discussing became
more and more important throughout the 19" century because they were
the last lands that were under the Empire’s control. At the same time,
these territories had a considerable Christian population. Official records
attest that the East Balkans had a Christian Orthodox population of 50%
and in particular places even more, consisting of various ethnic groups.
Again, official records of the Ottomans show that in areas that are part
of today’s Turkey, there was a significant amount of Greek Orthodox as

well as Eastern Orthodox (i.e. Armenians and Assyrians) population. °

That being said, from the beginning to the end of the 19* century, the
Ottoman administration saw the presence of its Christian population
as a security threat. An important reason behind this was that Russia,
which began to share a border with the Ottoman Empire in the 19th
century and with which it had to fight many times, defined itself as an
Orthodox Christian state and imposed itself on the Ottoman Empire
as the patron and protector of the Orthodox population living there.
Almost all of the wars between the Ottomans and the Russians during
the 19th century ended with Russia’s victory and the Ottomans losing

lands, which only served to consolidate this perception of a threat.

At the end of the 19" century, it was the Orthodox Christian communities

living in Ottoman territories who paid for this process. By 1923 when the

5  According to the Ottoman census of 1893, the total population was 17,388,000, of which
12,587,000 were Muslim, 2,332,000 Greek Orthodox, 1 million Armenian, and 300,000 Assyrian.
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Turkish Republic was founded, the Orthodox Christian population in
the country had greatly diminished, and after the population exchange
between Greece and Turkey which took place in 1924, numbers were as
low as 1.94%. ©

During this process which we have briefly summarised here, against
the Orthodox Christian population which it saw as an internal security
threat, one of the most important allies of the Ottoman bureaucracy
were the religious communities describing themselves as the Nagshbandi.
Although there were some exceptions, throughout the 19 century the
Nagshbandi groups adopted an anti-Christian discourse and attitude
and supported the state in every way to lower the Christian population.
Their support came in various forms. In addition to religious and
cultural rivalry against the Christians, there were times when the state
used violence to decrease the Christian population in specific areas
and during those times, the Nagshbandi groups were among the most
important allies of the Ottoman state against the Christians.” The official
sect of the Ottoman Empire was Sunnism, and this shared faith brought
the Nagshbandi closer to the Ottoman state. This close relationship
peaked during the reign of Abdul Hamid II, who ruled between 1877
and 1907. Abdul Hamid II used mass violence and massacres as a way to
decrease the Christian population especially in today’s Anatolia region,
and the Nagshbandi supported his policies with all their might. After
Abdul Hamid II’s time, when the Committee of Union and Progress
ruled between 1909 and 1918, the Nagshbandi also actively supported
the state’s policies aiming to decrease the Christian population, most

importantly the Armenian Deportation of 1915. The most striking

6 According to the census of 1927 there are 257,814 Christians living in Turkey. This number
amounts to 1.94% of the total population.

7  FiratAydinkaya, ‘1880’den 1915%: Kiirt- Ermeni Hinterlandindaki Kismi Soykirim ve Soykirimdaki
Kiirt Istiraki Uzerine’ (From 1880 to 1915: The partial genocide in the Kurdish-Armenian hinterland
and the Kurdish participation in the genocide), ‘Utang ve Onur’ (Shame and Honour) Evrensel Yayin.

0
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instance of this support was in 1915, when most of the Nagshbandi
groups played a very active role as the Armenian Deportation turned

into a large-scale massacre.

After the historical process which we have briefly outlined above, when
the newly-founded Republic waged war against the Naqshbandi and
the values they represented, this shocked the Nagshbandi to their core.
From then until the 1950s the Nagshbandi had to survive as an illegal
underground organisation, as we stated above, and for a movement
which supported the state wholeheartedly during the final period
of the Ottoman Empire, this felt like a great betrayal and deception.
Following such a historical period, the next period stretching from the
1950s to today was also a time of reconciliation between the Nagshbandi

communities and the state.

In looking at the period of time from the 1950s to today, we will look at
five major Nagshbandi communities individually. The reason for this is
that the remaining Nagqshbandi communities do not have the power to
influence Turkish politics on a national scale.® The groups described below
have millions of followers, and they have a “multiplying effect” on the
other local Nagshbandi groups. The political choices of these five major
Nagshbandi communities are replicated among the grassroots of these

small-scale, independently organised local Nagshbandi communities.

The Iskenderpasa Community

The Iskenderpasa Community is one of the branches of the Nagshbandi

order in Turkey which had increasingly gained more and more political

8  Those orders which are only locally organised work as a pressure group against the local authorities.
For instance, the Yahyali community in Kayseri and its vicinity has a 20% vote potential in
determining the metropolitan municipality elections in Kayseri, the district municipalities as well as
the Kayseri MPs for the national parliament. Similar cases are true for the eastern and southeastern
cities with predominantly Kurdish populations.

20
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power since the 1950s. The founder of the community, Mehmet Zahit
Kotku (1897-1980), was an imam at the iskcnderpa§a Mosque in Fatih,
Istanbul for many years until his death, and that is why his community

is known as the Iskenderpasa Community.

Especially during the 1950s and 1960s, Kotku was known for influencing
the religious university students who looked likely to have bright futures,
and that is how he first came into the spotlight. Necmettin Erbakan,
who later became the leader of the Welfare Party (RP) and the prime
minister, was among those bright young students. This played a major role
in the Iskenderpasga Community becoming one of the most influential

Nagshbandi communities during the 1970s and after.

The National Order Party (MNP), founded by Necmettin Erbakan
towards the end of the 1960s, was shut down following the military
coup of 12 March 1971. The National Salvation Party (MSP), which
he founded at the beginning of the 1970s was shut down during the
military coup of 12 September 1980. The Welfare Party (RP), which
he founded in the 1980s, was shut down in 1988, as a result of the 28
February process. During all this time, the Iskenderpasa Community
gave its unconditional support to parties led by Necmettin Erbakan,
especially until Mehmet Zahit Kotku’s death in 1980. The Iskenderpasa
Community followers had positions of considerable importance in all of

these parties founded by Erbakan.

After the death of Mehmet Zahit Kotku in 1980, his son-in-law Mahmud
Esad Cosanbecametheleaderof the Iskenderpasa Community. A professor
of Turkish-Islamic literature, Cosan was the chair of this department at
Ankara University’s Faculty of Theology until his retirement in 1987.
After he retired, Cosan began to work very hard in order to expand and

strengthen the Iskenderpasa Community both in Turkey and also in
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countries where there were Turkish workers. During the same period
of time, the Welfare Party (RP) led by Necmettin Erbakan also grew in
power. In other words, the Iskenderpasa Community grew in power as

RP did.

However, RP was shut down during the 28 February process’, and
as with all other orders and communities, the state’s pressure on the
[skenderpasa Community also increased. Faced with all this, Esad

Cosan went to Australia, where he died in a car accident in 2001.

Under Cosan’s leadership from 1980 to 2001, the community had
a bumpy, at times tense relationship with Erbakan, the leader of RD.
The biggest reason for this was that both Cosan and Erbakan had self-
centred tendencies. It wouldn’t be wrong to say that Erbakan withheld
the loyalty and attention he had bestowed on his sheikh Mehmet Zahit
Kotku from Esad Cosan, who was around the same age as Erbakan. In
order words, Cosan expected the same amount of respect from Erbakan
as Kotku’s heir, but he never received it. Because of this, even though the
[skenderpasa Community fervently supported RP in the 1987 election,

this support weakened in the 1990s and sometimes completely stopped.
10

After Esad Cosan’s death in 2001, he was replaced by his son Nureddin
Cosan, born in 1963. During this time, the AK Party, led by Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who came from the RP tradition, was on the rise.

Nureddin Cosan, still the leader of the Iskenderpasa Community,

9 There was a coalition government in which RP leader Necmettin Erbakan was the Prime Minister
and Tansu Ciller, leader of the center right True Path Party (DYP) was the Minister of Foreign
Affairs; in 28 February 1997 an extraordinary meeting of the National Security Council took
place and afterwards announced a number of decisions. This was the start of what is known as
the 28 February process. It is also known as a “postmodern coup”. There was an “action plan for
combatting reactionism”, and the civilian and military bureaucracy worked to oppress and liquidate
the religious orders and communities through decisions and sanctions. The 28 February process
ended in 3 November 2002, when AK Party came into power.

10 'The Iskenderpasa Community supported Turgut Ozal’s party ANAP in the early 1990s.

22



POLITICS AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN TURKEY

studied Arabic in Saudi Arabia and business management in the US after
finishing Ankara Religious Vocational High School. He took over the
administration of the community’s financial and social institutions on
his return to Turkey, and after his father died, Nureddin Cosan became

the leader of the community at his bequest.

During Nureddin Cosan’s time, the Iskenderpasa Community gave its
open support to the AK Party and reaped the benefits of its support.
" The Iskenderpasa Community had suffered socially and financially
during the 28 February process like many other communities, but
it gained considerable power during the AK Party era. Many of its
affiliated institutions, such as the Hakyol Foundation, Asfa Educational
Institutions and Server Holding became steadily more powerful during

the AK Party period, that is, from 2002 to today.

During the past few years, the Iskenderpasa Community sided with the
AK Party in its fight against the Giillen Community like all the other
communities, and benefited both financially and socially from this
process also. Like the other communities, the Iskenderpasa Community
also demanded it share of positions in finance and bureaucracy formerly

held by the Giilen Community, and received it.

It is a publicly known fact that Fahrettin Koca, the current Minister
of Health, has close ties to the Iskenderpasa Community. The Medipol
Hospitals, owned by Koca, expanded very quickly during the AK Party
period. Medipol University was established in 2009 as part of the same
group, and this educational institution also rapidly expanded since its

founding.

11 After the 3 November 2002 election, AK Party’s first election from which it emerged as the sole
ruling party, AK Party Chair Recep Tayyip Erdogan went to the Mehmet Zahit Kotku Mosque
in Dikmen, Ankara for the first Friday prayers, thus showing the value and importance the
Iskenderpasa Community had for him.

23
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The Ismailaga Community

Another Istanbul-based community of the Nagshbandi order is
the Ismailaga Community. The community’s leader is Mahmut
Ustaosmanoglu and it takes its name from the Ismailaga Mosque in
Fatih, Istanbul. Mahmut Ustaosmanoglu began to work as an imam at

this mosque in 1954, and remained there until his retirement in 1997.

The Ismailaga Community was formed between 1954 and 1997 when
Ustaosmanoglu was active, and they are known for their attire. Men
wear turbans on their head, as well as copes and shalwars, and they
keep long beards, whereas women wear black burqas. On entering the
community, one of the first things men and women are told to do is to

change their clothing.

As with other the orders, the Ismailaga Community also places great
importance in education and it has a variety of affiliated institutions,
such as private schools, Quran programmes, and media organs. Since
the 1970s when it first made a name for itself, the community organised
among the lower-middle classes, and especially the owners of small and
medium sized enterprises. The Ismailaga Community voted for RP and
other parties in this tradition until 2002, and it has supported the AK
Party since 2002. Like the other communities, the Ismailaga Community
also sided with the AK Party in its fight against the Giilen Movement

which started in the 2010s, and is reaping the benefits of its support.

The Community is rapidly organising among the ranks of social services
institutions under the Ministry of Family and Social Policies. It is also
known that the Ismailaga Community is becoming more influential in
the Ministry of Education’s Religious Vocational High Schools. They do
not have any large-scale financial enterprises such as holding companies

yet, but it is known that the small and medium sized business owners
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among their ranks are growing thanks to state subsidies. The Ismailaga
Mosque Learning and Service Foundation, the central institution of the
community, was recognized as a public interest group by a 2015 decision
of the Council of Ministers and it became exempt from tax. The decision
was made at a time when the conflict between the AK Party and the
Giilen Community was at its worst, which is a striking instance of how
organisations such as the Ismailaga Community took advantage of the

antagonism between the two groups.

Mahmut Ustaosmanoglu, the founder of the Ismailaga Community, is
90 and has health problems; as a result, there are several autonomous
groups within the community struggling for control. The tensions among
these groups sometimes result in assassinations. Hizir Ali Muradoglu,
the son-in-law and heir presumptive of Ustaosmanoglu was assassinated
by unknown assailants in 1998. Bayram Ali Oztiirk, another prominent
figure within the community, was assassinated in 2006. The hitman
was caught, but the real instigator couldn’t be discovered. Despite these
internal tensions that have erupted into violence from time to time, the
[smailaga Community hasn’t had an internal reckoning yet, because the
dividends of cosying up to the ruling power are still paying. However, it
is difhicult to say whether there will be conflict and splits after the death

of its leader, Ustaosmanoglu.

The Erenkdy Community

The third Istanbul-based Nagshbandi community gets its name from the
district of Erenkdy, which is on the Asian side of Istanbul. The founder
of the community Mahmut Sami Ramazanoglu began to work as an
imam at the Zihni Paga Mosque at Erenkdy in 1955, and organised his
community around the mosque until he left for Saudi Arabia in 1979.
Ramazanoglu went to Saudi Arabia in 1979 and died there in 1984. He
has many published books on religion and sufism. Hact Hasan Efendi,
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whom he designated as caliph, that is, his representative, continued to
organise the community in Kayseri and Musa Topbas led the Istanbul
headquarters of the community, but the Erenkdy Community was
administrated by a four-person board. Although it is Istanbul-based, it
has organised itself in many cities in Turkey, especially in Kayseri, chiefly
through institutions of primary and secondary education and media
organs; the community consists mostly of middle and upper-middle

class followers.

The current leader of the community is Osman Nuri Topbas. He became
the leader of the community following his father’s death in 1999, and
like his predecessors, he doesn’t like to be in the public eye. As a side
note, we must draw attention to the Topbas family in passing. Originally
from Konya, they have been in Istanbul for almost 100 years, and have
many enterprises in various industries, especially in the textile business;
two members of the family, Mustafa Latif Topbas and Ahmet Afif
Topbas, are among the richest businesspeople of Turkey. In the 1980s
when Turgut Ozal and his party ANAP was in power, Eymen Topbas, a
member of the same family, was the Istanbul provincial chair of ANAP
for a long time. Mustafa Latif Topbas is still among the businesspeople

with very close ties to President Erdogan.

Among the many foundations and institutions afhliated with the Erenkéy
Community, Aziz Mahmud Hiidayi Foundation, Muradiye Foundation
and ILEM (Center for Scientific Research) are the most active, both
nationally and internationally. For instance, the Aziz Mahmud Hiidayi
Foundation has been working in the Balkans, the Caucasus, Central
Asia and Africa among other places for 25 years in many areas including
education, media, publishing as well as social and cultural activities. The
details are available at the community’s websites. Under the umbrella of

this foundation, there are 135 institutions such as faculties of theology
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or their equivalents, vocational teacher schools, religious vocational high
schools, Quran programmes, student dormitories, crechesand orphanages
across more than 30 countries. Approximately 50000 students benefit
from these institutions. Through community-affiliated foundations,
about five thousand students from 30 countries are currently studying in

Turkey at the foundation’s education institutions.

Even though the Erenkéy Community was close to Turgut Ozal and
to ANAP during the 1980s, it always maintained its ties with the RP
tradition as well. The Erenkéy Community supported the AK Party since
2002, and sided with them and President Erdogan especially during the
conflict between the AK Party and the Giilen Community; consequently,
they were awarded for their support. In addition to the increase in the
direct or indirect state support of the community’s enterprises, it is
known that members of the community are quickly rising up among the
ranks of the bureaucracy. BIM, one of the biggest and most widespread
supermarket chains in Turkey, belongs to the Topbas family, and so to
the Erenkéy Community. BIM has hundreds of stores across Turkey and
its net profit in 2019 was 1.25 billion Turkish Liras, which goes on to
show the kind of financial power the Erenkoy Community has. '* The
community is known for its support of and loyalty to President Erdogan
and when Ahmet Taggetiren, a journalist writing for the community’s
newspaper Altnoluk criticized Erdogan in his newspaper articles, he was
summarily dismissed — which shows that the Erenkéy Community takes

its proximity to Erdogan very seriously. '?

12 BIM is one of the biggest supermarket chains in Turkey, and by the end of 2018 it had 6672 stores.
BIM has stores abroad as well; 442 in Morocco, and 300 in Egypt.

13 Journalist — writer Ahmet Taggetiren is famous among the AK Party base and in Islamic circles.
Tasgetiren left the Star newspaper where he was a columnist in September 2017. The Star newspaper,
where Taggetiren wrote columns between 2013 and 2017 and was even the editorial writer for a
while, is one of the most pro-AK Party media organs. Tasgetiren is currently a columnist at Karar
newspaper, which is known for being critical of the AK Party leadership. Tasgetiren was a member
of the Wise Persons Committee which was formed in 2013 during the resolution process of the
Kurdish problem, and he was the leader of the Central Anatolia delegation.
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The Menzil Community

The Menzil Community, one of the strongest branches of the
Nagshbandi order, takes its name from the village of Menzil, located in
Kahta, Adiyaman in Turkey’s southeast. The founder of the community
Abdiilhakim Erol was born in 1902 in the Baykan district of Siirt but later
moved to Menzil, where he established and expanded his community.
He was replaced as the leader of the community by his son, Muhammet
Rasit Erol, after his death in 1972, and in turn, his son was then replaced
by Abdiilbaki Erol after his death in 1993. Throughout its 100 years, the

community has been based in the village of Menzil.

Although there are no official records, it is estimated that the community
has between one and two million members. Among the Naqshbandi, the
Menzil Community has the most followers. It is organised in almost all
of Turkey’s cities and about 15,000 people visit Menzil to see the sheikh
(or leader) every day. As a result, a bus station was built near the village

and the place has the look of a huge complex.

Despite its large following, the Menzil Community generally has
members from the lower socioeconomic classes, especially compared
to the other Nagshbandi communities; however, in the past few years
they have been developing socioeconomically as well as expanding their

bureaucratic reach.

Recep Akdag, a member of the AK Party’s founding cadre, is known for
his proximity to the Menzil Community and he served as the Minister
of Health between 2002-2013 for 11 uninterrupted years. During this
time, the Menzil Community extensively entrenched itself within the
Ministry of Health. When their entrenchment within the Ministry
became a topic of serious public debate, Akdag was removed from his

post; yet after three years in 2016, he was appointed as the Minister
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of Health again in Binali Yildirim’s government. He served as the
Minister of Health in 2016 and 2017, but he wasn’t included in President
Erdogan’s cabinet. As explained above, the Minister of Health at the
moment is Fahrettin Koca, who is known for his close ties with the
[skenderpasa Community. It is said that this is the result of President
Erdogan’s efforts to maintain a kind of equilibrium between the various
communities. In other words, President Erdogan enlisted a member of
another Naqshbandi community in order to lessen the power of the

Menzil Community within the ranks of the Ministry of Health.

Despite being based in Turkey’s southeast, where the population is
overwhelmingly Kurdish, the Menzil Community was supportive
of Turkish nationalist parties and politicians until 2002. Since 2002,
however, they have supported the AK Party and President Erdogan and
during these 17 years, they have gained considerable social and economic
power. In addition to controlling press and media which distribute the
community’s religious publications very extensively, the community is
also in possession of a TV channel, “Samarkand TV?”, and hugely profits
from its tourism companies which are used organise hajj tours to Saudi
Arabia. The community is trying to organise itself in countries with a

Turkish worker population.

The community is mostly discussed with reference to its entrenchment
in the bureaucracy in the recent past. In addition to its cadres in the
Ministry of Health, it is said that in the follow-up to the purge targeting
the Giilen Movement, many positions in the judiciary were filled by
members of the Menzil Community, giving them a considerable number
of people there as well. It is difficult to assess the accuracy of these
statements, yet it is safe to assume that the Menzil Community is trying
as hard as the other communities to fill the void left by the removal of

the Giilen Movement.
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The Isik¢ilar Community

Known by the public as the Isik¢ilar Community and today most known
for its Ihlas Holding Company, it was founded by retired pharmacist-
colonel Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik. Born in 1911 in Istanbul, as a student at
the military school Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik was taught by the Nagshbandi
Sheikh Abdiilhakim Arvasi, known for his pro-state stance and support
of Turkish nationalism. After retiring as a colonel, he established the Isik
[“Light”] Publishing House in 1966 in Istanbul, and then the Hakikat
[“Truth”] Publishing House. His son-in-law Enver Oren met Hiiseyin
Hilmi Isik during his mandatory military service, was taught by him
and married his daughter. In the 1970s Oren established the Ziirkiye
newspaper, which is still being published. The Isikgilar Community was
organised around this newspaper. Offices for the newspaper were opened
even in the remotest towns in Turkey. Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik’s books were
disseminated through these offices of the Tiirkiye newspaper. In 1975
Enver Oren founded the Thlas Foundation. The foundation became the
Ihlas Holding Company in 1993, a business involved in construction,
media, the automotive industry, soft drinks, food, household appliances
and tourism. The same year, Ihlas News Agency and the TV channel
TGRT (Tiirkiye Newspaper Radio and Television) were established
under the aegis of the Ihlas Holding Company. Ihlas Finance, founded
under the Thlas Holding Company in 1995, was seized by the BDDK
(Banking Regulation and Supervision Agency) in the banking crisis of
2001. About 75,000 people who had their money with Ihlas Finance
haven’t been able to recover those funds since then. Several court cases
regarding Ihlas Finance are ongoing, and the entire ordeal has cost the
Isik¢ilar Community a great amount of prestige in the public eye. Still,
the community has managed to survive and the Ihlas Holding is the

umbrella organisation of the community. Following Enver Oren’s death
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in 2013, his son Miicahit Oren became the leader of the community as
well as Thlas Holding,.

Since the 1960s when it was first established to the early 2000s, the
Isik¢ilar Community was always close to centre-right political parties,
and kept its distance from political parties in the RP tradition. Since
the AK Party’s rise to power in 2002, the distance between the Isikgilar
Community and the AK Party and President Erdogan has been overcome,
and especially during the last few years Ihlas Holding Company has been
on a serious upward trajectory. During the leadership of Enver Oren the
community adopted the appearance of a company rather than a religious
community, and as such, it tried to keep good relations with the ruling
party of the day. It is therefore understandable that the community is
supportive of the AK Party. Prior to the break between the AK Party
and the Giilen Movement, the Isik¢ilar Community and Thlas Holding
hadn’t been able to receive the support they wanted from the ruling

power; it seems that this has changed during the last few years.

The Nur Movement

The Nur Movement is the second main group that we're going to look
at after the Nagshbandi; in order to understand this movement, it is a
good idea to start with Said Nursi’s life and his mission. Said Nursi was
born in 1878, in the Nors village of Hizan, Bitlis, a city in today’s eastern
Turkey where the population is predominantly Kurdish. He was born
into a religious Kurdish family and from his childhood onward received
his education in some of the most important madrassas in the Kurdish
region. Said Nursi became known for his exceptional intelligence and
formidable memory as a very young child, and his fame spread beyond
Kurdish lands. In the Ottoman Palace in Istanbul, the country’s capital
during that time, his name was also known. Nursi was invited to

Istanbul and while speaking with the Ottoman administrators he met
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there, he informed them of his wish to found a university in the city
of Van with the name “Medresettiiz Zehra”. According to Nursi, this
would be a university located in a part of the Ottoman Empire with
a predominantly Kurdish population where theology would be taught
alongside natural sciences; a place where the young Muslim Kurds would
be able to become educated. The Ottoman administrators feared that
such a university might sow the seeds for Kurdish separatism and did
not look upon the idea favourably. Because of these ideas, Said Nursi
was imprisoned for a brief period in Istanbul. Said Nursi was critical of
the authoritarian and oppressive rule of Sultan Abdul Hamid II, and
he was supportive of the proclamation of the Second Constitutional
Era. In 1908, he claimed that the country must be governed through
constitutional democracy. Soon, however, relations deteriorated between
Nursi and the ruling Party of Union and Progress. Nursi reacted
against the oppressive rule of the Party of Union and Progress, which
was based on Turkish nationalism and kept its distance from religion.
He fought against the Russians on the Eastern Front during the First
World War and, when the Turkish Republic was founded in 1923, he
already had poor relations with it from day one. He kept his distance
from the Kemalist one-party regime of the Republic, and even though
he didn’t support the Sheikh Said Rebellion of 1925, he was considered
to be a suspect and for nine years he was in exile in Burdur, Isparta and
Barla, cities in Turkey’s west. During this time, he started his Nur/Light

Epistles (Risale-i Nur), a work of 12 volumes.

The Epistles of Light are the main element that separate the Nur
movement from other Islamic movements of today. The particular
meaning attributed to these Epistles of Light by the followers of the Nur
Movement is what makes this movement divergent from the others and
enables us to define it as a distinct order. Nursi wrote the Epistles of

Light from the 1920s to the 1950s, and in his own words considered
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them to be “the modern interpretation of the Quran”. He believed that
a divine power made him write these books. Nursi ceaselessly worked
to spread the Epistles of Light right up until his death in 1960, and he
thought that the primary purpose of this work was to save the faith of
Muslims. In other words, according to Nursi, Muslims need to read the

Epistles of Light if they are to protect their faith in modern times.

Nursi’s stress on “faith” forms the theological as well as political
background of a subject that is still debated today. In his Epistles of
Light, Nursi says that in the years to come, faithful generations will
emerge and rise in the ranks of the government, so that the country
and society will be governed in an Islamic way that is compatible with
the necessities of the modern age. For Nursi, this is more than just a
salient point to be emphasised — it is almost a prophetic prediction.
Nursi believes that in the future, faithful generations well-versed both in
theology and the natural sciences will rise to power both in Turkey and
the Islamic world. This idea is very relevant today, especially in regard
to the Giilen Movement and how they “infiltrated” or “seized the state”.
We will touch upon this subject later in our assessment of the Giilen

Movement.

Up until Turkey’s adoption of the multi-party system in 1950, Said Nursi
was oppressed by the state and accused of “reactionary propagandising”;
despite the cases brought against himself and being imprisoned from
time to time, he kept writing the Epistles of Light and disseminating
them. Around this time, people began to follow him as disciples, whom
he called the students of the Epistles of Light. As the freedom of beliefand
expression relatively expanded in the 1950s during the multi-party era,
the fame of Said Nursi and his Epistles of Light spread across Turkey. The
Democrat Party (DP) and Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, who was in

power between 1950 — 1960, was praised by Nursi due to the atmosphere
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of relative freedom with regards to belief and expression. As we will
explain below, Nursi’s praise of DP and Menderes was interpreted in a
variety of ways by the followers of the Nur Movement. Although Nursi
didn’t participate in politics directly during this period, it is known that

the Nur Movement following him was brazenly supportive of DP.

Said Nursi died in 1960 in Urfa during a tour of the country and he was
buried there, leaving behind his 12-volume Epistles of Light and more
than one million followers, though this number is only speculative. As
per Said Nursi’s words, the followers of the Nur Movement believe that
the Epistles of Light are the Quranic interpretation of the modern era,
that Nursi was divinely inspired to write them and also that he himself
was divinely sent to illuminate people in modern times. This is what
sets the Nur Movement apart from many other religious groups and
movements, and what makes them fit so squarely within the concept of
a “cult” as it is defined in the international literature, or what we have

called an “order” within the scope of this study.

The Yeni Asya Community

The Yeni Asya (“New Asia”) newspaper, which gives its name to this
group, was established in 1970. The Yeni Asya group is in fact the main
body from which the other Nur Movement groups have distinguished
themselves. Mehmet Kutlular, the current leader of the group, was born
in 1938. He first encountered the Epistles of Light during his mandatory
military service, and in time he became the leader of the Nur Movement.
Around the time of the beginnings of divisions amongst the Nur
Movement in 1970, the Yeni Asya newspaper began to be published and
its name became synonymous with the community. In the 1950s Adnan
Menderes approved of Said Nursi, and so the Yeni Asya Community
supported centre-right parties in the tradition of DP, and never had

warm relations with RP or other parties in that tradition. They have
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even claimed, since the early 2000s when the AK Party was founded and
first rose to power, that the AK Party’s and President Erdogan’s secret
agenda was to replace Turkey’s pluralist democratic regime with the one
party rule of the RP tradition. The community has often claimed that it
is supportive of pluralist democracy, and it was the religious group most
in favour of Turkey’s EU negotiations which started in the 2000s. The
community supported Turkey’s EU reforms in full and argued that all
reforms had to be swiftly realised. There is a distinguishing quality which
sets the Yeni Asya Community apart from the other Nur Movement
groups, and even other religious movements of the present day. In the
conflict between the AK Party and the Giilen Movement that started in
2011, the Yeni Asya Community was critical of the AK Party government
because of the way in which the Giilen Movement was treated in
contravention to the principles of a state of law. Because of this criticism,
pro-AK Party circles are accusing the Yeni Asya Community of being
“FETO (‘Giilenist Terrorist Organisation’) supporters”. Even though the
Yeni Asya Community maintained a harsh rivalry until the 2010s with
Fethullah Giilen, who split from them in the late 1960s and established
his own community. Today they believe that the state’s treatment of the
members of the Giilen Movement violates human rights, and so they are
critical of it. At the same time, the Yeni Asya Community supports the
peaceful resolution of the Kurdish problem through negotiations, and
they were supportive of the debates surrounding the resolution process
of 2013 — 2015.

The Yeni Asya community is most active in publishing, having been able
to circulate some 50,000 newspapers. In addition to this, the Yeni Asya
Publishing House sells books. Since the state gained the monopoly on
publishing and distributing the Epistles of Light in 2015, the Yeni Asya

(O8]
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Community lost an important revenue stream.'* Apart from publishing,
the most profitable revenue stream for the community are the donations
collected by the Yeni Asya Foundation. The Yeni Asya Community is

suffering as a result of bad relations with the AK Party government.

The Scribes

The most distinguishing characteristic of the Scribes group compared to
the other groups in the Nur Movement is that they believe the Epistles
of Light should only be written by hand in the Arabic script, using
Ottoman rules of punctuation. The Scribes groups split from the Yeni
Asya Community because of their decision to publish the complete
Epistles of Light using the Roman script and through a printing press.
When the Scribes decided to form their own group in the early 1970s, a
considerable number of Nur Movement followers in Turkey sided with
them. The founding leader of the group, Hiisrev Altunbasak, who was
born in 1899, was known as one of the closest students of Said Nursi.
Alunbasak remained close to Nursi until his death, serving prison time
between 1971-74 for the crime of “Nur Movement activities”. Altinbasak
died in 1977 and although he was never replaced by a similarly charismatic
successor, the Scribes group maintains a considerable base of supporters
in Turkey. The Hayrat Foundation and the Afia Food Company are the
two most important businesses controlled by this group. The Scribes
supported the AK Party in the conflict between the AK Party and the
Giilen Community, and they have been among the harshest critics of
Fethullah Giilen for years. The Scribes generally do not talk about their
opinions regarding matters such as the Kurdish problem’s resolution

process, and only support whatever the ruling power says. In the

14 From July 2014 to January 2016 the Ministry of Culture placed a “stamp ban” on he Epistles of
Light. The purpose was to cut one of Giilen Movement’s revenue streams. The ban was lifted in
January 2016 when other Nur Movement groups protested.
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recent past they've attracted attention because of their intense activities

regarding Ottoman language teaching courses.

The Readers

As opposed to the Scribes group, the Readers support writing the Epistles
of Light in the Roman script by hand. This group fetishizes the Epistles
of Light, and their sole purpose for existence is that the Epistles of Light
can be further disseminated to and read by more people. They do not
have any activities worth mentioning in anything but publishing, and
recently they have been trying to disseminate the Epistles of Light using
the internet. The founder of the group Ziibeyir Giindiizalp was known
as one of the closest and most active students of Said Nursi. The Readers
group has some amount of power thanks to the active organisation skills
of Giindiizalp, who died in 1971, and the group still maintains some
power, though not much compared to that of other groups. The Readers
have been staunchly apolitical since the 1970s and they didn’t pick a side
in the conflict between the AK Party and the Giilen Movement.

Med Zehra

A group of Nur Movement followers led by Siddik Seyhanzade and
[zzeddin Yildirim, arguing that the Yeni Asya group was damaging the
Epistles of Light and censoring Said Nursi’s Kurdishness and opinions
on the Kurds, split from the mainstream Nur Movement in 1971. One
of this group’s objectives is to establish a university in the city of Van
in Eastern Turkey where the population is predominantly Kurdish,
adhering to the original will of Said Nursi to found a university where
students would be taught theology alongside the natural sciences. In
order to found this university, called ‘Medresetii’z-Zehra’ by Said Nursi,
the group established the Med-Zehra Foundation. Izzeddin Yildirim

later split from this group and founded another group named Zehra.

o
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However, this new group is not very different from Med-Zehra in the

opinions it holds.

Like the other Nur Movement groups, the Med-Zehra group also centers
their religion around the Epistles of Light. However, their difference
from the other groups is that their main purpose is representing the
Islamic wing in the resolution of Turkey’s Kurdish problem. To this end,
they have said, “Kurdistan must be established. And ideally, it must be

Islamic.”

The Med-Zehra group is primarily organised in the eastern and
southeastern provinces where the population is predominantly Kurdish,
and they use the founding of the ‘Medresetii’z-Zehra’ in Van as imagined
by Said Nursi as a great tool of mass propaganda. According to this
group, the founding of the university in Kurdistan will greatly benefit
the social structure of the Kurdish society, and the problems stemming
from lack of education will then be solved. In other words, this university

will ignite the Kurdish Renaissance.

Because of such opinions, the Med-Zehra group didn’t have good
relations with either the state or the other Nur Movement groups from
the 1970s to the 2010s. However, they have also openly supported the AK
Party government in their attempts to resolve the Kurdish problem. They

also sided with the AK Party in their conflict with the Giilen Movement.

The Med-Zehra group has a considerable supporter base among the
religious Kurds. Both in predominantly Kurdish cities, and also in cities
with migrant Kurdish populations such as Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir
and Bursa the Med-Zehra holds considerable sway among religious
Kurds in terms of organisation and potential votes. The Med-Zehra
group supported the AK Party during the time they were working on

the resolution process. At the same time, the group was supportive of
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Masoud Barzani and KDP in the independence referendum held by the
Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq in 2017, and was harshly critical

of President Erdogan when he opposed the referendum.

The Giilen Organisation

The leader of the Giilen Movement Fethullah Giilen, who is currently
alive, was born in 1941 in Erzurum, a stronghold of Turkish nationalism
and conservatism. A primary school graduate, Giilen received instruction
from various religious scholars after primary school. He was a preacher
in Erzurum’s mosques, and in 1959 he was appointed as an imam to
a mosque in Edirne, a city in the westernmost part of Turkey. Giilen
became part of the Nur Movement during the period he worked as an
imam in Edirne between 1959 — 1963 and is among the last students
who were able to meet Said Nursi prior to his death in 1960. As the
Nur Movement split into factions in the late 1960s, Fethullah Giilen
also formed his own community. He worked as a preacher in Izmir and
the Aegean region from 1966 to 1971, and this was where he laid the
foundations of his community. The Giilen Movement mostly organised
in Izmir and the surrounding Aegean region until the military coup of
12 September 1980. Throughout this period before the 1980s, their name
was still not very well-known. During that time, the Giilen Movement
was one of the small-scale, almost local religious communities that

proliferated across the country.

After the 12 September coup, the media began to talk about how the
Giilen Movement was rapidly expanding and gaining power. By the
mid-1980s, the media was speculating on how the Giilen Movement was
getting organised in military schools, and how they were planning to
take over the army. Critics of the Prime Minister Turgut Ozal also drew

attention to his close relations with Fethullah Giilen during this period.
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Giilen explained his closeness to Ozal by saying that Ozal often came to

listen to him preach in Izmir in the 1970s.

Fethullah Giilen moved to Istanbul in the early 1990s and in addition
to Turgut Ozal, also maintained good relations with other famous and
influential politicians such as Biilent Ecevit and Tansu Ciller. These
politicians, in turn, reciprocated the relationship. Among the nationalist
circles and the administrative ranks of the Turkish Armed Forces, which
saw the “threat of reactionism” as the most important issue of the country,
Giilen and his community were seen as a very serious threat. On 28
February 1997, the RP coalition government resigned, giving way to the
policies of intimidation and oppression of all religious communities in
Turkey as per the wishes of the Turkish Armed Forces. Fethullah Giilen
then decided to travel to the US in 1999, supposedly on account of his
health problems, where he currently resides to this day. The “28 February
period” between 1997-2002 was cut short when the AK Party came to
power in 2002, and even though the Giilen Movement partially suffered
from oppression during this period like other religious communities, the
following events seem to show that the Giilenists were able to grow in

power even during such a period.

In order to understand where the Giilen Movement is today, it is crucial
to look at the events following the AK Party’s unaccompanied rise to
power in 2002. The AK Party and its leader Erdogan were in fact not
very warm towards the Giilenists since the time of the RP. This political
distancing was not just the case for AK Party cadres and Erdogan, but
rather for all of the Islamic groups in Turkey. The Giilenists” rapid and
extensive organisation in military schools, the police, the judiciary
and education intimidated and worried the other religious groups and
communities. All of these religious groups could foresee what might

happen in the future.
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In the first few years of their rule after 2002, the AK Party and Erdogan
tried to keep their distance from the Giilen Movement. But when in
2003 and 2004 the harsh opposition of the administrative ranks of the
Turkish Armed Forces, the nationalist circles and CHP (which was
mostly controlled by the first two during that period) brought alongside
itself the possibility of a military coup, the AK Party began to get close to
the Giilen Movement. In 2002-2003, the Giilenists’ power in the army,
the police and the judiciary became important for the AK Party, even
if it was not much compared to later years. Faced with harsh resistance
from the civilian and military bureaucracies, the Giilenists became an
important and valuable ally for the AK Party due to their far-reaching
power within these bureaucracies. In the following years, the Giilen
Movement fully reaped the rewards of this support. As the government
removed the opponents of the AK Party one by one from the civilian and
military bureaucracy, they were replaced mostly by Giilenists. By 2010,
the police and the judicial bureaucracies were largely controlled by the
Giilenists; the level of their entrenchment in the Armed Forces was not
known to the extent of the other areas due to their ability in the army to

act much more clandestinely.

The Giilenists in the police and the judicial bureaucracies brought
investigations and cases against the Turkish Armed Forces cadres
between 2008 and 2010, and as a result, a considerable number of people
were discharged from their positions within the Armed Forces. The
public debated about the identities of those who replaced the discharged.
The nationalist circles claimed that the Turkish Armed Forces had come
under the complete control of the Giilen Movement, but the AK Party
government vehemently denied these claims. Despite this denial however,
the rise of the Giilenists began to scare the AK Party and Erdogan by
the early 2010s.
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After the constitutional reform referendum of 2010, which passed by
58%, the Supreme Board of Judges and Prosecutors (HSYK), the topmost
organisation of the judicial bureaucracy, came under the total control of
the Giilenists."” Following this, a crisis regarding the Undersecretary of
MIT (Turkish National Intelligence Organisation) broke out between
the AK Party and the Giilen Movement. When the MIT Undersecretary
Emre Taner retired in May 2010, the Giilen Movement wanted the
new MIT Undersecretary to be one of their own. Then-Prime Minister
Erdogan refused. Their move to take control of the MIT Undersecretary,
one of the most important bureaucratic organisations alongside the
judiciary, the police and the Armed Forces, cost the Giilen Movement

dearly.

Erdogan not only appointed Hakan Fidan, a figure close to himself and
skeptical of the Giilen Movement, as the MIT Undersecretary, but he
also began to actively work against the Giilen Movement. When the
government moved to close down the “dersane’s, or private prep schools
for high school and university entrance exams, which were among
the most important financial as well as human resources of the Giilen
Movement, alarm bells began to sound for the movement. The Giilenists
countered this move in what went down in recent history as “the MIT
Crisis of 7 February”. The new Undersecretary of MIT Hakan Fidan
was accused of divisiveness and called to give his statement by the
Giilenist prosecutor Sadrettin Sarikaya. The 7* of February was not just
any date either. It was the day on which then-Prime Minister Erdogan
was to undergo surgery. Around the time when Erdogan was supposed

to undergo his surgery, Hakan Fidan was called to give a statement.

15 With the constitutional reform referendum of 12 September 2010, radical changes took place
the structure and functioning of all high judiciary bodies such as the Constitutional Court, the
Supreme Court, the Council of State, the Court of Accounts, and the Supreme Board of Judges
and Prosecutors (HSYK). The constitutional reforms passed with 58% and as a result, the Giilen
Movement cadres gained yet more power not only in the HSYK but in all of the other higher
judicial bodies, chief among them the Constitutional Court.
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Erdogan found out about this at the last minute and used his initiative
to tell Fidan not to give a statement. Fidan would have been arrested if he
had gone and given his statement. This event was a turning point in the
relationship between the AK Party and the Giilen Movement. After the
7 February MIT crisis of 2012 there was talk of discharging the Giilen
Movement from its position of power in the bureaucracy, but it wasn’t
such an easy task under the conditions of that time. It was soon made
clear that it would be no easy undertaking due to yet another move on

the part of the Giilen Movement.

Two corruption investigations organised by the Giilenists in the police
force on 17 and 25 December 2013, which went down in history as “17/25
December”, placed Erdogan, his family, and some of the ministers close
to him in a very difficult position. Had the investigation files become
court cases, the names mentioned in the investigation would have
received lengthy prison sentences. The investigation files were largely
based on evidence obtained through telephone tapping conducted by
the police. The phones of Erdogan, his family and important names in
the government had been tapped by the Istanbul police force for a long
period of time. Erdogan claimed that the recordings were fabricated. The
high-ranking police officers and prosecutors running the investigation
were immediately removed. At the same time, the process of rapidly
discharging the Giilenists from the bureaucracy, and especially from the
police force and the judiciary, began. During this process the opposition
parties in the parliament gave their unwilling support to the AK Party
and Erdogan. They gave their support because the power of the Giilenists
had intimidated the opposition parties as well. The operative power
displayed by the Giilen Movement both in the “7 February MIT Cirisis”
and “17/25 December” was key in persuading the opposition to side with

the AK Party and Erdogan, albeit unwillingly.
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In the run-up to the military coup attempt of 15 July 2016, the Giilen
Movementwasn'tonly discharged from the bureaucracy. Their educational
institutions and business enterprises as well as other institutions were
also oppressed and liquidated as much as possible. During this time,
most of the middle and high-ranking officials of the Giilen Movement

went abroad.

By 2016, the discharge of the Giilenists from all institutions of bureaucracy
apart from the Turkish Armed Forces was ongoing at full speed. Everyone
was waiting for the Supreme Military Council (YAS) meeting, which
was to take place in August 2016. The YAS meeting is traditionally held
every year in August, and in it, the Armed Forces personnel who will be
promoted and those who will retire are determined. The main agenda
of the YAS meeting of August 2016 was the discharge of the Giilenists
from the Armed Forces. In the media there was news about how the
MIT Undersecretary Hakan Fidan had prepared the list of Giilenist
officers to be discharged for the YAS meeting. It was time for purging
the Turkish Armed Forces and yet, the very clandestine nature of their
organisation within the Armed Forces wouldn’t be so easy to undo. This
was the atmosphere in which the failed military coup attempt of 15 July
2016 took place. Following the failed coup attempt, the Giilenist officers
began to be discharged from the Turkish Armed Forces. The scale of the
discharges show that the Giilenists were very deeply entrenched within

the ranks of the Army, with people in very high places.

According to the official data of the Ministry of National Defense,
15,154 Armed Forces personnel were discharged from the coup attempt
of 15 July 2016 to January 2019. 150 of these were generals and admirals,
and 7,595 were officers.
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The discharge operation against the Giilen Movement greatly expanded,
not only in the Army but also in the police and the judicial bureaucracies
as well. According to the official statistics of the Ministry of Justice on
18 January 2019, within the scope of ‘FETQ’ investigations and cases
against the Giilen Movement, 500,650 individuals have gone through
the judicial process for ‘FETO". 379,732 of these are men and 103,517
women. 2,060 children went through the judicial process on accusations
of FETO membership. 30,679 people are in prison for FETO-related
charges. 18,679 of these are convicted prisoners, while the rest are
under arrest. 22,001 people being investigated prosecuted for FETO
activities are at large, and there is a warrant on these people. 77,355
people are subject to judicial control decisions, 24,335 of which are being
investigated and 53,020 prosecuted. The total number of public servants
removed from duty until January 2019 is around 109,000. 25 of these
are governors, 75 vice governors, 117 district governors, 2,300 judges

and prosecutors, 31,000 police force and 4,500 gendarmerie personnel.

Of course, the civilian part of the organisation has also been subject to
this liquidation operation. Following 15 July 2016 a state of emergency
was declared and during this period 35 health institutions, 1,043 private
education institutions, 1,229 foundations and associations, 19 trade

unions and 15 private universities were shut down.

All of this goes on to show that the organisation of a religious community
within the bureaucracy can go very, very far. A lot of researchers and
experts from diverse backgrounds claim that there are still a number of

Giilenists within the bureaucracy who have been able to hide themselves.

It is beyond the scope of this paper to explain how Fethullah Giilen
was able to organise such extensive and loyal cadres within the Armed

Forces, the police, educational institutions, NGOs and so on. However,
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let us make a few remarks on this subject: all of this has been the result
of the intense and careful activities of a charismatic religious leader who
has worked to raise these cadres for 40 years. We mentioned Said Nursi’s
ideal of “the state and society being governed by religious generations”;
this ideal has served as inspiration for Fethullah Giilen’s efforts for 40
years. Where we are at today, however, the Giilen Movement’s cadres and
institutions in Turkey have been almost completely liquidated, and they
have no support or allies in society. As such, there is almost no chance
of the Giilen Movement undergoing a revival in Turkey in the short
or middle term. Giilenists have thousands of educational institutions in
134 countries, all of which are in the process of being liquidated by
the determined efforts of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the Intelligence Organisation. The Giilen Movement is almost over in
Turkey, and under current circumstances it does not seem likely that it

will be able to survive abroad much longer.

Fethullah Giilen is 78 and experiencing serious health problems. As such,
it wouldn’t be a stretch to say that after his death, the Giilen Movement

would likely divide into factions and disappear.'®

The Suleymanites

The “Suleymanites” are known as such due to the order being founded
by Siileyman Hilmi Tunahan and the group has always been a
controversial topic in Turkey. In order to understand the Suleymanites,
let us first look at Stileyman Hilmi Tunahan. Tunahan, known for being
a Nagshbandi religious scholar, was born in 1888 in Silistra, a city in

current-day Bulgaria which was then an Ottoman city with one of the

16 On social media and various internet websites, those members of the Giilen Movement who escaped
abroad are fighting among themselves. Judging from what they are saying, it’s possible to predict
that following Fethullah Giilen’s death, the Giilen Movement will split into at least 2 or 3 groups.
There isn’t a strong and charismatic leader on the scene yet who may put an end to these harsh
debates. The candidates for the position of Giilen’s successor are all being accused of various things
on these online forums.
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biggest Muslim populations in the Balkans. Tunahan came to Istanbul
in 1907 to receive a religious education and in 1920, he left his Bulgarian
citizenship to become an Ottoman citizen. He lived in Istanbul until his
death in 1959. He became a mudarris, or religious instructor in 1922
but with the advent of the Law on Unification of Education in 1924 he
resigned from his post and became a farmer. He started working as a
preacher in 1938 and in mosques’ rooms and cellars of houses, he secretly
taught religious courses. As a result, the Ministry of the Interior cancelled
his preacher’s licence in 1943. In the transition to the multi-party era in
1950, Tunahan’s preacher’s licence was reinstated. He became known to
large swathes of the public through his preaching in different districts
of Istanbul and with the advent of the multi-party era in 1950 and the
relative freedom it brought, Tunahan doubled down on his religious
education activities. These religious courses became swiftly popular, and
this unsettled the political power. In 1956, police raided the locations
at which Tunahan had been teaching. He was investigated and tried in
court. Still, he didn’t disband his study groups. He sent the students he
had educated in Istanbul all across Turkey to spread his religious lessons

throughout the country.

After Tunahan’s death in 1959 his son-in-law Kemal Kagar became
the leader of the Suleymanite Movement, which had formed by then.
Until his death in 2000, Kemal Kacar played a very important role in
expanding the base of the Suleymanite Movement and also in adding to
its financial and social power for 40 years. During Kacar’s leadership the
Suleymanites always supported center right parties, and they took care to
keep their distance from the RP tradition and from Necmettin Erbakan.
Until the 1980s Kemal Kagar supported the Justice Party of Siileyman
Demirel and was even elected from this party three times, in 1965, 1969
and 1977; in the 1980s he supported Turgut Ozal’s ANAP. When Kemal
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Kagar died in 2000, one million people attended his funeral in Istanbul,

showing how powerful the Suleymanites became under Kagar.

After Kemal Kagar’s death, Arif Ahmet Denizolgun, a grandson of
Stileyman Hilmi Tunahan, became the leader of the community.
Denizolgun was elected as a MP from RP in 1995 when Kemal Kagar
was still alive, yet during the 28 February period he became close to
ANAP and to ANAP’s leader at the time, Mesut Yilmaz, and he worked
as the Minister of Transportation in the 55" Government under Yilmaz.
Denizolgun supported ANAP in the 2002 election as well and when
ANAP wasn’t able to cross the threshold to enter the Parliament along
with the AK Party becoming the only ruling party, Denizolgun was left
in a difficult position. At the same time, Denizolgun’s brother Mehmet
Denizolgun was among the founders of the AK Party and he became an
AK Party MP from Istanbul. This was explained as a division among the
Suleymanites, yet the difference of opinion between the two brothers
didn’t result in a division within the community. The Suleymanites kept
a certain distance from the ruling power in the AK Party period until the
last few years, but when they sided with the AK Party in their conflict
with the Giilen Movement, their relationship ameliorated. Surprisingly,
however, Alihan Kuris, the successor of Ahmet Denizolgun, supported
Meral Aksener and her IYI Party in the 2018 election. Mehmet
Denizolgun, an AK Party founder himself, announced his support for
the AK Party and President Erdogan. It is often said by those in the
know that the political preferences of the high-ranking names within
the community do not correspond too much in the base, and that most

of the Suleymanites support the AK Party.

Conclusion

The relationship between religious orders and politics in Turkey has been

the subject of much debate since 1950, when the multi-party system was
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adopted. The religious orders were oppressed by the state in the one-
party period of 1923 — 1950, and after 1950 they sided with those parties
which were supportive of their activities and existence. These parties
were always right, or centre-right parties. As such, there is a difference
between the RP tradition, led by Necmettin Erbakan who first emerged
on the political scene in the late 1960s and was on an upward trajectory
until the late 1990s, and the AK Party, which has ruled for the past 17
years. The AK Party is the only political party in the history of Turkish
politics that has received the steady support of most of the religious
orders. The orders see the AK Party as a political party which supports

and enables them; one which is administrated by religious people.

In the conflict between the AK Party and the Giilen Movement that
broke out in the early 2010s, almost all of the religious orders sided with
the AK Party. This wasn’t just because they were in favour of the AK
Party, but also because they were worried by the Giilen Movement’s

attempts to take over the state.

It is in vain to expect the religious orders to speak out or react against
the political power in harsh or decided terms. Religious individuals such
as writers or opinion leaders may do that. However, religious orders
are communities representing collective interests, and they act as such.
Despite all of its weaknesses and disadvantages, the AK Party is still the
only political party that is seen by the various orders to protect their
collective interests. As long as the AK Party is the sole political centre,
provides the orders and communities with an atmosphere of freedom in
which to operate and supports religious values, the orders will continue

to support and vote for the AK Party.

Within this framework it would not be realistic to expect the religious

orders to say something about the Kurdish problem and the resolution
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process independently of the political power. As before, the AK Party
will have the orders’ support if it decides to go back to the resolution
process. And when the resolution process is shelved, the religious orders
will still support the AK Party. Apart from the predominantly Kurdish
groups such as Med Zehra that we have looked at above, religious orders
or communities would largely not oppose the AK Party rule, and it is

unrealistic to expect them to do so.

The Giilen Community’s experiences in the last few years have been
instructive for the AK Party. Neither the AK Party nor its leader Erdogan
want any religious order to become too powerful within the bureaucracy.
As we wrote above in our discussion of the Iskenderpasa Community
and the Menzil Community, the AK Party and Erdogan are pitting
orders against one another in order to prevent one community or order

from becoming too powerful.

Also, the Turkish public is less favorable than before towards orders or
similar organisations following the Giilen Movement experience. The
public does not like any one order to become too powerful in a given
field. It’s not just the overly-secular circles with nationalist tendencies
who react in this way. The religious sections of society supporting the
AK Party are also critical of any one order becoming too powerful
within politics or the bureaucracy. In the future, this will prove to be a
great obstacle for any religious order to replicate the Giilen Movement’s

success in its bid for power.

The liquidation of the Giilen Movement in the 2010s has created a lot
of vacancies in the Armed Forces, the police force, the judiciary and
other parts of the bureaucracy. A lot of interest groups and religious
orders naturally have had their eyes on these vacancies, and because

of their proximity to the AK Party, the orders have partially succeeded
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in attaining positions. However, it is not only religious orders that are
vying for these positions. For instance, the Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP) which was supportive of the AK Party and Erdogan after the
coup attempt of 15 July, is also working very hard to entrench itself in the
bureaucracy. There is no publicly available data on the extent of MHP’s
entrenchment within the bureaucracy; yet it is a very likely possibility
that MHP, which formed an electoral alliance with the AK Party known
as “the People’s Alliance”, turned this alliance into an advantage in its

attempt to entrench itself within the bureaucracy.

The current debate on “entrenchment within the bureaucracy”, which has
proven to be very popular with the Turkish public, is closely related to
the need for a new constitution and institutional reforms. The executive
presidential system of government which came into effect in 2018,
far from answering Turkey’s need for constitutional and institutional
reforms, only made this need more noticeable. The new system, designed
in accordance with President Erdogan’s wishes and demands, makes
Turkey “one-man regime”-adjacent, and coupled with the extreme
centralisation of the bureaucracy, including the Army, the police and the
judiciary, this has created a chaotic atmosphere of uncertainty. The only
permanent way of overcoming this situation is to formulate a democratic
constitution which is to be the end result of agreement between large
sections of society, and accompanying institutional reforms including
the law, the judiciary and management of the economy. The needed
control mechanisms for bureaucracy can only be realised through a new
constitution and institutional reforms. As long as these are not realised,
the debates and hearsay surrounding the entrenchment of various groups

within the bureaucracy will only increase.
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ONSOZ

Agos gazetesi koseyazari olan Ferda Balacar, ozellikle 15 Temmuz 2016
darbe girisiminde dini 6rgiitlerin etkisini goz oniinde bulundurarak
Tiirkiye’de farkli dini olusum ve orgiitler tizerine genis analiz yazilar
yazmustir. Sayin Balancar genis olarak Naksibendi, Nur Hareketi
ve Siileymancilar olmak iizere ayrilan farkli dini olusumlara dair
detayli bilgi saglamaktadir. Diger pek ¢ok dini olusumlar gibi, Nur
Hareketi'nin bir dali olan Giilenciler siyasette ve devlet ile olaganin
disinda ve degisken bir iliski yapisina sahiptir. Sayin Balancarin da
anlatug: gibi ¢ogu olusumlar zaman zaman hiikiimete yakin durmus,
Giilenciler bunun klasik bir 6rnegini gostererek Tiirk biirokrasisnin
ve askeriye, polis ve yargi gibi ana hiikiimet yapilanmasinin bir parcast
haline gelmistir. Sayin Balacar’a gére darbe girisiminin etkileri bunun
ardindan Giilen Hareketinin hiikiimetten ayrigmasi, geride kalan diger
dini olusumlarin Giilen Hareketinin olusturdugu boslugu dolduracag:
yoniinde endise yaratmistir. Balacara gore yeni bir demokratik anayasa
olusturulmamasi halinde bir takim etki gruplarinin faaliyetlerine devam
edecek ve bu durumun ozellikle Kiirt Sorunu ve Tiirkiye’de demokrasi

gibi 6nemli konularda endise verici bir etki yaratacaktir

Kerim Yildiz
Chief Executive Officer

Democratic Progress Institute
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GIRIS

Bu ¢aligma, Tiirkiye’de tarikat olarak tanimlanan dini gruplarin siyasal
yasam Uzerindeki etkilerini ve bu etkilerin sonuglarini ele alacaktir.
Ozellikle 15 Temmuz 2016’da yasanan askeri darbe girisimi sonrasinda
yiiriitiilen sorusturmalarda ve acilan davalarda ‘FETO’ (Fethullahgt
Teror Orgiitii) olarak tanimlanan Fethullah Giilen'in liderligindeki
Giilen Cemaati'nin askeri ve sivil biirokrasi icinde ulagmis oldugu biiyiik
glic ve etki alani, Tiirkiye’de tarikat olarak tanimlanan dini yapilarin
siyaset ve biirokrasiyle iliskisini Tirkiye giindeminin on siralarina
tagimugtir. Tartisilan sorun, Giilen Cemaati’nin nasil olup da bir askeri

darbe girisimini orgiitleyecek giice ulagtigidir.

Bununla birlikte bu cemaatin siyasi ve sosyal alanda tasfiye edilmesinin
ardindan, o6niimiizdeki dénemde bagka bir dini grubun Giilen
Cemaatinin ulastigi giice ve etkinlige ulasip ulasamayacagi endisesi
de kamuoyunun giindemini megsgul etmektedir. Bu endiseyi biiyliten
en 6nemli neden ise 6zellikle askeri ve sivil biirokraside Giilen Cemaati
mensuplarinin tasfiyesinin ardindan, farkli dini gruplarin mensuplarinin

Giilencilerden bosalan yerleri doldurup doldurmadigidur.

Ozellikle AK Parti kargit1 ulusalcr gevrelerde, AK Parti iktidari sayesinde
askeri ve sivil biirokraside Giilencilerden bosalan yerlere baska dini
gruplarin yerlestirildigi siirekli ileri siirtilmektedir. Bu argiimanla
birlikte Giilenciler gibi diger dini gruplarin mensuplarinin da bir an
once biirokrasiden uzaklastirilmalari gerektigi yine ayni ulusalct gevreler

tarafindan ifade edilmektedir.!

1 Bunun en carpici 6rneklerinden birisi, ulusalct ve AK Parti karsit1 kitaplar yayinlamastyla
dikkat ¢eken Kirmizi Kedi Yayinlar’'ndan Haziran 2019’da ¢ikan, odatv.com adli ulusalct
internet sitesinin yazarlar1 Baris Pehlivan ve Baris Terkoglu tarafindan yazilan ‘Metastaz’ baslikls
kitapur. Kitapta, Emniyet ve yargida Giilen Cemaati’nin bosalttig1 kadrolara farkli cemaatlerin
baglilarinin yerlesmekte oldugu iddia ediliyor. Kitap, basin ve kamuoyunda yogun ilgi gordii ve
cok satanlar listesine girdi.
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Bu ¢aligmada, Tiirkiye’de tarikat olarak tanimlanan dini gruplarin,
Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyetinin kuruldugu 1923’ten bu yana gegirdikleri
stire¢ ve bu siirecte soz konusu dini yapilarin siyasi partilerle iliskileri
ele alinacaktir. Ozellikle Giilen Cemaatinin tasfiye edilme siirecinin
yasandigl giinimiiz sartlarinda bu dini gruplarin icinde bulundugu
durum, siyasi iktidarla ve siyasi partilerle iliskileri de ¢calijmada mercek

altina alinacaktir.

Tirkiye’de ‘tarikat’, ‘cemaat’, ‘dini grup’ gibi kavramlar s6z konusu
oldugunda sosyologlar, siyaset bilimciler ve teologlar arasinda sonu
gelmeyen tartismalar yasanmaktadir. Tarikatin ne anlama geldigi, hangi
dini grubun tarikat olup olmadigi ve ‘cemaatlesme olgusu’ akademik
cevrelerde halen tartigilmaktadir. Akademik gevrelerde herkesin ya da
biiytik cogunlugun tstiinde anlasabildigi tarikat tanimindan s6z etmek

miimkiin degildir.

Bu ¢alismada tarikat olarak tanimlanan gruplar, uluslararasi literatiirde
kullanilan ‘cul’ tanimina girmektedirler. Bu baglamda, tarikati
kendisine ilahi vasiflar atfedilen bir dini liderin tartigilmaz 6nderliginde
bir araya gelen, ilahi hakikate, nihai kurtulusa ulasma acisindan
kendisini ayricalikli géren dini grup olarak tanimlayabiliriz. Ttirkiye'de
tarikat olarak tanimlayabilecegimiz dini yapilar, Islam mistisizmi olarak
tanimlayabilecegimiz Tasavvufu® kendilerine bir bilgi kaynag ve

yontemi olarak benimsemis yapilardir.

Tiirkiye’de tarikat tanimina girecek yiizlerce yapidan soz edebiliriz.
Bunlarin ¢ogu belli bir bolgeyle hatta zaman zaman belli bir sehirle

sinirlt olan, baglilarinin sayisi birkag yiizii ya da birkag¢ bini ge¢meyen,

2 Bu calismada konu edinen tarikatlar, Islam mistisizmi olarak Tasavvufu kendilerine referans
alirlar. Ote yandan Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin resmi mezhebi
olarak tanimlayabilecegimiz Siinniligi de esas alirlar. Bir baska deyisle séz konusu tarikatlar Siinni
tarikatlardir.

o
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siyasi partiler ya da siyasi yasam tstiinde ciddi bir etki alani olmayan
yapilardir. Ayrica yine bu tarikatlarin bir kismi siyasete ilgisizdir.
Bazi baglilart siyasi yasamda yer alsa da grup olarak ortak siyasi
tutum olusturma niyeti ve ¢abasi tasimazlar. Giicii son derece sinirli,
marjinal diyebilecegimiz tarikatlarla, apolitik tarikatlar bu ¢alismanin

kapsaminin digindadir.

Bu calisma kapsaminda degerlendirilecek yapilar, baglilarinin sayist
milyonlarla ifade edilen, ¢ok genis ekonomik imkéanlara sahip olan,
ilkokul, ortaokul, lise ve iiniversite diizeyinde egitim kurumlarina, ayrica
orta ve bityiik 6l¢ekli iktisadi isletmelere sahip olan ya da bu nitelikteki
isletmeleri kontrol eden, her se¢cim déneminde siyasi partilerle oy pazarlig:
yapan tarikatlardir. Bu tarikatlarin sayilart milyonlara ulasan baglilari,
liderlerinin isaret ettigi siyasi partilere ve adaylara topluca oy verme
egilimi gostermektedirler. Bu nedenle de siyasi partilerin ilgilerinin
odaginda yer almaktadirlar. Tarikatlarin siyasi giicii de biiyiik 6l¢iide

s6z konusu oy potansiyelinden gelmektedir.

Tiirkiye’de tarikatlarin siyasi giiciinii anlayabilmek icin Tirkiye
Cumhuriyetinin  kuruldugu 1923 yilindan giiniimiize yasanan
bazi siyasi gelismelere kisaca goz atmak yerinde olur. Cumbhuriyet
kurulduktan kisa siire sonra ¢ikan iki kanun, Osmanli tarihi boyunca
varliklarini stirdiirmiis tarikatlar icin ¢ok zor bir donemin baslangict
oldu. Bu kanunlardan birincisi 3 Mart 1924’te cikan “Tevhidi Tedrisat
Kanunu’, ikincisi ise 13 Aralik 1925 tarihli “Tekke, Zaviye ve Tiirbelerin
Kapatilmast Kanunu’dur. Bu iki kanunla tarikatlar resmen kapatilmig
olmalarina karsin, illegal ya da yari legal olarak bugiine kadar varliklarini
siirdiirmiislerdir. Bu kanunlardan ilki olan 1924 tarihli Tevhidi Tedrisat
Kanunu, giiniimiiz Tiirkgesiyle ‘egitimin birlestirilmesi yasast’ ile her
tirlii egitim faaliyeti Egitim Bakanligrna baglanmigtr. 1925 tarihli

‘Tekke, Zaviye ve Tiirbelerin Kapatilmast Kanunu'yla tarikat benzeri
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her tiirlii dini kurum yasaklanmistir. Din egitimi basta olmak tizere her
tiirlii din hizmeti, 3 Mart 1924’te ¢ikartlan bir baska kanunla kurulan
Diyanet Isleri Baskanligr'na birakilmistir. Bir baska deyisle yeni kurulan
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti her tiirlii dini faaliyeti Diyanet Isleri Baskanligt
vasitasiyla tekeline almistir. Boylece Tiirkiye’de ¢ok partili sisteme fiilen
gecildigi tarih olan 1950’ye kadar Tiirkiye’de devletin diginda kalan her

tiirlii dini yapilanma icin son derece zor bir donem yasanmuistir.

Cumhuriyet’in ilk 25 yili tarikatlar icin devletin baskisina maruz
kaldiklari, bu baskidan korunmak icin de illegal yeralt 6rgiitlenmesini
benimsedikleri bir dénem olmustur. Yeraltina ¢ekilmelerine ragmen
yizlerce yillik tarihi birikiminden ve toplum i¢indeki megruiyetinden
glic alan tarikatlar, 25 yillik baski déneminden varliklarini koruyarak

¢tkabilmislerdir.

1950°de ilk kez gizli oy acik tasnif yontemiyle yapilan ve birden fazla
partinin katldigr secimlerde tarikat benzeri dini yapilarin neredeyse
tamamut {ilkeyi Cumhuriyet’in kurulusundan beri yoneten Cumbhuriyet
Halk Partisi’ne (CHP) kargt Demokrat Parti’yi (DP) desteklemislerdir.?
DP, ezici bir se¢im zaferiyle tek bagina iktidara geldigi 1950’den bir
askeri darbeyle devrildigi 1960’a kadar girdigi tiim segimleri kazanarak
10 y1l boyunca tek basina iktidarda kaldi. Bunda tarikatlarin desteginin
ne kadar 6nemli oldugu dénemi inceleyen siyasi tarihgilerin neredeyse
tamaminin kabul ettigi bir olgudur.* 1950’lerden giiniimiize tarikatlar
tilkenin siyasi ve sosyal yasaminda goriiniirliiklerini, gliglerini artirdiklart

gibi toplumdaki etki alanlarini da her gegen giin biraz daha genislettiler.

3 Tirkiye'de ilk cok partili secim 1946’da yapilmistir. Bu segim “acik oy, gizli tasnif” ydntemiyle
yapildigi icin tek parti rejiminin partisi CHP ezici bir cogunlukla secimleri kazanmigtir. Bir baska
deyisle secmenler “fislenme korkusu” nedeniyle gergek tercihlerini ifade etmemislerdir. Tiirkiye'de
evrensel standartlara uygun “gizli oy, acik tasnif” sistemiyle yapilan ilk se¢im 1950’de yapilmustir.

4 Tirkiye'de din ve siyaset iliskileri iizerine pek ¢ok ¢alismast bulunan, diinyaca iinli tarihci Serif
Mardin buna érnek verilebilir.

o
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Calismanin asagida okuyacaginiz boliimlerinde tarikatlart tek tek

incelerken bu tarihsel siirecin dinamiklerini de ele alacagsz.

Turkiye’de siyasal kurumlar istiinde etkili olan, sivil ve askeri
biirokraside mensuplarinin varligi ve etkisi tartigilan tarikatlari ti¢ ana
baslikta toplayabiliriz: Naksibendiler, Nurcular ve Siileymancilar. Elbette
Tiirkiye’de tarikat olgusu bunlarla sinirli degil.” Ancak bu ¢ grubun
diginda kalan tarikatlarin siyaset tistiindeki kayda deger etkisinden soz
etmek miimkiin degildir. Bunun en basta gelen nedeni diger yapilarin,
bu ti¢ gruptakiler kadar merkezi ve yaygin bir orgiitlenmelerinin
olmamasidir. Ornegin, Kadiriler olarak bilinen tarikat, iilkenin dort
yanina dagilmis ve birbirleriyle orgiitsel iliskisi olmayan yiizlerce
kiigiik olgekli cemaatten olugmaktadir. Bu gorece kiiciik tarikatlar
birbirine yakin birkag ilde bazen tek bir ilde ya da ilcede orgiitliidiirler.
Bu nedenle de iilke siyasetine etki edecek bir giigten yoksundurlar.
Bu tarikatlarin sadece bulunduklari bélgede ya da ilde yerel iktidar
tistiinde belli bir etkileri vardir. Mevlevilik gibi bazi tarikatlar da yine
birbirinden bagimsiz kiigiik gruplar seklinde orgiitlenmenin yani sira
siyasete de ilgisizdirler. Bu gruplarin icinden siyasi kisilikler ¢iksa da bu
o kisilerin bireysel ¢abalarinin sonuglari olup, siyasi basarilarinin iginde

yer aldiklar: tarikatin faaliyetleriyle ilgisi yoktur.

Bu calismada ele alinan, {i¢ ana baslikta incelenen Naksibendiler,
Nurcular ve Stileymancilar, baglilarinin sayist milyonlarla ifade edilen,
ok ciddi ekonomik ve sosyal imkéanlara sahip olan, her segim doneminde
siyasi partilerle pazarliga oturan yapilardir. Bu pazarliklarin farkls

boyutlari vardir. Parlamentoda kendi temsilcilerinin olmasinin yani sira

5 Diyanet Isleri Bagkanligrna bagli saygin bir yayinevi tarafindan yayinlanan ve bugiine kadar
Tiirkgede tarikatlar hakkinda yayinlanmis en kapsamli caligma niteligini tasiyan bir kitapta
Tiirkiye’deki mevcut tarikatlar sdyle siralanmakeadir: Naksibendiler, Kadiriler, Rifailer, Ekberilik,
Sazelilik, Bekrasilik, Mevlevilik, Vefailik, Sadilik, Bedevilik, Halvetilik, Bayramilik, Zeynilik ve
Celvetilik. Bakinuz: Tiirkiye’de Tarikatlar: Tarih ve Kiiltiir. Editor: Semih Ceyhan. ISAM Yayinlar:.
2015.
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etkili biirokratik kadrolar da pazarliklarin konusu olabilmektedirler.
Ornegin bir kamu kurulusunun genel miidiiriiniin ya da yonetim kurulu
tiyelerinden bir veya birkaginin kendi baglilarindan olmasi tarikatla
siyasi iktidar arasinda pazarlik konusu olmaktadir. Tabii bunlarin
yani sira bu tarikatlarin kontrol ettigi sirketlerin kamu ihalelerinden
yararlandirilmasi, vakif, dernek gibi kurumlarinin vergi muafiyetleri gibi
ayricaliklar edinmesi gibi konular da yine bu tarikatlarla siyasi partiler
arasindayapilan pazarliklarakonu olabilmektedir. Buagidan bakildiginda
asagida incelen {i¢ ana grupta yer alan dini yapilar, Tirkiye'de tarikat
— siyaset iligkisinin tiim boyutlarinin gozlemlenebildigi adeta birer

laboratuar gibidirler.

Naksibendiler

Naksibendilik yaklasik 800 yillik tarihi olan bir tarikattir. Ancak
Naksibendiligin  ylizyillara uzanan tarihine deginmek yerine
Naksibendiligin Tirkiye’de giiniimiizde oynadig: siyasi rolii anlamak
agisindan, Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun son yiizyili olan 19. yiizyilda
Naksibendi tarikatinin devletle iligkilerine deginmekte yarar var.
Zira 19. yiizyilda Osmanli devletiyle kendilerini Naksibendi olarak
tanimlayan dini cemaatler arasindaki iligkiler, Cumhuriyet déneminde
Naksibendilerle devlet ve siyasi partiler arasindaki iligkileri anlamak
agisindan onemli ipuglari sunmaktadir. 14. ytizyilda temelleri atilan
Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun ¢éziiliis siireci olarak tanimlayabilecegimiz
19. yiizyil, Naksibendi olarak kendisini tanimlayan pek ¢ok farkl: dini
cemaatin Osmanli cografyasinda Mislimanlarin yogun oldugu hemen
her bolgede hizla yayildigi ve orgiitlendigi bir dénem oldu. Dogu
Balkanlar olarak tanimlanan giiniimiizdeki Bosna Hersek, Makedonya,
Kuzey Yunanistan ve Bulgaristan’da Naksibendi cemaatleri 19. ytizyil
boyunca hizla orgiitlendiler. Ayrica giiniimiizde Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti

stnirlart icinde yer alan Osmanli cografyasinda ve ayrica giiniimiizde
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Kuzey Suriye ve Kuzey Irakta yer alan boélgelerde Naksibendilik
hizla yayildi. Tirkler, Kiirtler, Araplar basta olmak tizere Osmanli
cografyasinda yasayan tim Misliiman topluluklarda Naksibendi

cemaatler ortaya ikt ve hizla gelisti.

Bu tanimladigimiz cografya aslinda 19. yiizyila kadar hizla toprak
kaybeden Osmanli Imparatorlugunun deyim yerindeyse iki ayagini
birden simsiki bastigi merkez topraklartydi. Tiim 19. yiizyili, donemin
diger diinya imparatorluklari gibi pek ¢ok savasla geciren ve bunlarin
cogundan da yenilgiyle ayrilip giic ve toprak kaybeden Osmanli
Imparatorlugu igin soziinii ettigimiz cografya 19. yiizy1l boyunca gittikge
daha gok 6nem kazand: zira Imparatorlugun elinde kalan son topraklar
bu bolgelerdi. Ote yandan bu cografyalarda ciddi bir Hiristiyan niifus
da vardi. Dogu Balkanlar’da yiizde 50’ye varan yer yer bunun da
tstiine ¢ikan farkls etnik topluluklardan Hiristiyan Ortodoks niifusun
oldugu resmi kayitlarda yer aliyor. Giiniimiizde Turkiye Cumhuriyeti
stnirlar icinde kalan bélgelerde de Rum Ortodokslarin yani sira Dogu
Ortodokslart olarak tanimlanan Ermenilerin ve Siiryanilerin de ciddi

bir niifus oranina sahip oldugu yine Osmanli resmi kayitlariyla sabittir.®

Ote yandan 19. yiizyilin bagindan sonuna kadar Osmanli yonetimi
tilkedeki Hiristiyan niifusun varligini bir giivenlik tehdidi olarak gordii.
Bunda 19. yiizyilda Osmanlinin sinir komsusu haline gelen ve pek
cok kez savagmak zorunda kaldigi Rusyanin Ortodoks Hiristiyan bir
devlet olarak kendini tanimlamasi ve Osmanlr’daki Ortodoks niifusun
hamisi ve koruyucusu olarak kendini dayatmasinin 6nemli rolii oldu. 19.
yizyildaki Osmanli — Rus savaslarinin neredeyse tamamina yakininin
Rusya’nin zaferiyle ve Osmanlrnin toprak kaybetmesiyle sonuglanmasi

bu tehdit algisini pekistirdi.

6 1893’te yapilan Osmanli niifus sayimina gore, 17 milyon 388 bin olan toplam niifusun 12
milyon 587 bini Miisliiman, 2 milyon 332 bini Rum Ortodoks, 1 milyonu Ermeni, 300 bini ise
Siiryani’ydi.
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Bu siirecin  bedelini 19. ytzyilin sonuna gelindiginde Osmanli
cografyasinda yasayan Ortodoks Hiristiyan topluluklar 6dedi. Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti’nin kuruldugu 1923 yilina gelindiginde tilkedeki Ortodoks
Hiristiyan niifus son derece azalmis, 1924’te yapilan Tiirkiye — Yunanistan

niifus miibadelesiyle de bu oran yiizde 1.94%¢ kadar diigmiistiir.”

Burada kisaca degindigimiz tim bu siire¢ boyunca Osmanli
biirokrasisinin bir i¢ gilivenlik tehdidi olarak goérdiigi Ortodoks
Hiristiyan niifusa karst en onemli miittefiklerinden birisi Naksibendi
olarak kendini tanimlayan dini cemaatler oldu. Bazi istisnalar olsa da
Naksibendi gruplar, tiim 19. ytizyil boyunca anti-Hiristiyan bir soylem
ve tutumla Hiristiyan niifusun azalmasinda devlete her tiirlii destegi
verdiler. Bu destegin farkli boyutlar: vardi. Hiristiyanlara karst dini ve
kiiltiirel rekabetin yani sira devletin zaman zaman ihtiya¢ duydugu,
belli bolgelerde Hiristiyan niifusun azalulmas: igin siddet uygulandig:
donemlerde de Osmanli devletinin Hiristiyanlara karsi en onemli
miittefiklerinden birisi Naksibendi gruplar oldu.® Osmanli devletinin
resmi mezhebi olan Siinni din anlayisini benimsemis olmalari,
Naksibendiligi Osmanli devletine yaklastiran en 6nemli unsurlardan
birisiydi. Bu yakinlik 6zellikle 1877 — 1908 yillari arasinda hiikiim
stiren Sultan II. Abdiilhamit doneminde zirveye ¢iktr. I1. Abdiilhamit’in
ozellikle giintimiizdeki Anadolu cografyasinda Hiristiyan niifusun
oraninin disiiriilmesi i¢in bagvurdugu kitlesel siddet ve katliamlarda
Naksibendiler tiim giileriyle II. Abdiilhamit’in politikalarinin yaninda
yer aldilar. 1. Abdiilhamit déneminden sonra Ittihat ve Terakki
Partisi’nin yonetiminde gecen 1909- 1918 déneminde de Naksibendiler
ozellikle basta 1915 Ermeni Tehciri olmak tizere devletin Hiristiyan

nitfusun azaltlmasina yoénelik politikalarina aktif olarak desteklediler.

7 1927 tarihli niifus sayimina gore Tiirkiye’de 257.814 Hiristiyan yasamaktadir. Bu rakam, genel
niifusun yiizde 1.94’tidiir.

8  Firat Aydinkaya, ‘1880’den 1915%: Kiirt- Ermeni Hinterlandindaki Kismi Soykirim ve
Soykirimdaki Kiire Istiraki Uzerine’, ‘Utang ve Onur’ Evrensel Yayin iginde.
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Bunun en ¢arpici ornegi 1915 Ermeni Tehciri’nin kitlesel bir katliama
doniismesi siirecinde, Naksibendi gruplarin biiyiik ¢ogunlugunun bu

katliamlarda son derece aktif rol almasidir.

Burada kisaca anlatmaya calistigimiz tarihsel siirecin ardindan yeni
kurulan Cumhuriyet’in Naksibendilige ve Naksibendilerin temsil ettigi
degerlere deyim yerindeyse ‘savas agmas’ Naksibendilerde tam bir sok
etkisi yaratt1. Yukarida ifade ettigimiz gibi, 1950’ye kadar illegal yeralt
orgiitlenmesiyle varligini korumak zorunda kalmis olmasi, Osmanlinin
son déneminde devletin yaninda olmus olan Naksibendiler i¢in biiyiik
bir sok etkisinin yani sira aldatilmislik ve ihanete ugramislik duygusu da
yaratti. Iste boyle bir tarihsel siirecin ardindan 1950’lerden giiniimiize
uzanan siireg, Naksibendi cemaatler i¢in adim adim ‘devletle yeniden

barigma’ siireci oldu.

1950’lerden giiniimiize kadar yasanan siireci agagida tek tek
inceleyecegimiz bes biiylik Naksibendi cemaati baglaminda ele alacagiz.
Bunun nedeni bu ana gruplarin diginda kalan Naksibendi cemaatlerin
Ttirkiye siyasetini merkezi olarak etkileme giictiniin olmamasidir.” Her
birinin baglilarinin milyonlarla ifade edildigi asagida belirtilen gruplar,
kendileri disinda kalan yerel Naksibendi gruplar iistiinde de ‘carpan
etkisi’ olusturmaktadirlar. Bu bes biiyiik Naksibendi cemaatin siyasi
tercihleri, kendilerinin disinda yerelde bagimsiz olarak orgiitlenen dar
bir tabana hitap eden Naksibendi cemaatlerin tabaninda da karsilik
bulmaktadir.

9 Orgiitlenmeleri yerel diizeyi asamayan tarikatlar, bslgenin yerel otoriteleri iistiinde bir bask:
grubu olusturmaktadir. Ornegin Kayseri ve civarindaki Yahyali cemaati, Kayseri’de biiyiiksehir
belediyesi segimlerinde, il¢elerdeki belediye secimlerinde ve parlamento se¢imlerinde Kayseri
milletvekillerinin belirlenmesinde yiizde 20 civarinda bir oy potansiyeline sahiptir. Kiirt niifusun
yogun oldugu dogu ve giineydogu schirlerinde de benzer 6rneklere rastlanmaktadir.
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Iskenderpasa Cemaati

[skenderpasa Cemaati, Naksibendiligin Tiirkiye’de 1950’lardan bu yana
siyaseten gittikge giiglenen kollarindan biri oldu. Cemaatin kurucusu
Mehmet Zahit Kotku (1897-1980), uzun yillar Istanbul Fatih’teki
[skenderpasa Cami’sinde imamlik gorevi yapti ve dliimiine kadar da bu
gorevini siirdiirdii. Cemaatine [skenderpasa Cemaati ad1 verilmesinin de

nedeni budur.

Kotku, ozellikle 1950’li ve 1960’11 yillarda donemin gelecek vadeden
dindar tniversiteli genclerini etkilemesiyle tanindi ve dikkatleri ¢ekti.
Bunlarin arasinda daha sonra Refah Partisi'nin lideri olan ve bagbakanlik
da yapacak olan Necmettin Erbakan da vardi. Iskenderpasa Cemaati'nin
1970’lerde ve daha sonrasinda en etkili Naksibendi cemaatlerden birisi

olmasinda bunun ¢ok biiyiik etkisi vardir.

Necmettin  Erbakan’in 1960’larin  sonunda kurdugu Milli Nizam
Partisi 12 Mart 1971 askeri darbesinden sonra kapatildi. 1970’lerin
basinda kurdugu Milli Selamet Partisi (MSP) 12 Eyliil 1980 askeri
darbesinde kapatildi. 1980’lerde kurdugu Refah Partisi ise 28 Subat
siirecinde 1998’ de kapatildi. Ttiim bu tarihsel siirecte 6zellikle Mehmet
Zahit Kotkunun 1980°deki oliimiine kadar iskenderpa§a Cemaati,
Necmettin Erbakan’in siyasi liderligindeki partilere verdigi kosulsuz
destekle tanindi. Erbakan’in kurdugu tiim bu partilerin kadrolarinda da

[skenderpasa Cemaati baglilarinin 6nemli bir agirlig1 oldu.

Mehmet Zahit Kotku'nun 1980°deki oliimiintin ardindan damad:
Mahmud Esad Cosan Iskenderpasa Cemaati'nin basina gegti. Tiirk-
[slam Edebiyati dalinda professr olan Cosan, 1987°de emekli oluncaya
kadar Ankara Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi’nde bu kiirsiiniin anabilim
dali bagkanligi gorevini siirdiirdii. Cosan, emekliliginin ardindan

[skenderpasa Cemaatinin geniglemesi ve giiglenmesi icin hem
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Tiirkiye’de hem de Tirk iscilerinin bulundugu iilkelerde yogun bir
faaliyete giristi. Bu dénem, Necmettin Erbakan’in basinda bulundugu
Refah Partisinin(RP) de giiclendigi yillar oldu. Bir baska deyisle RP
giilenirken Iskenderpasa Cemaati de giigleniyordu.

Ancak 28 Subat siirecinde' RP’nin kapatilmasiyla birlikte diger tarikatlar
sistiindeki baskilarin artmasina paralel olarak Iskenderpasa Cemaati
tstiindeki devlet baskisi da artti. Bunun iizerine Avustralya’ya giden
Esad Cosan bir trafik kazast sonucunda 2001’ de oldii.

Cosan’in cemaatin liderligini ytriictiigii yillar boyunca yani 1980’lerden
2001e kadar RP lideri Erbakan’la inisli ¢ikigli zaman zaman gerilimli bir
iliskisi oldu. Bunun en biiyiik nedeni hem Cosan’in hem de Erbakan’in
benmerkezci egilimleridir. Erbakan’in kendisinin seyhi olan Mehmet
Zahit Kotkuya gosterdigi bagliligi ve ilgiyi asagi yukari kendi yasiti olan
Kotku’'nun damadi Esad Cogan’dan esirgedigini soylemek miimkiindiir.
Bir bagka deyisle, Cosan Kotkunun varisi olarak Erbakan’dan ayni
sayglyl bekledi ama hicbir zaman bunu goremedi. Bu nedenle 1987
secimlerinde Iskenderpasa Cemaati RP%i hararetle desteklemis olsa da

1990’11 yillarda bu destek zayiflamis, bazen de tiimiiyle kesilmigtir."

Esad Cosan'in 2000’deki oliimiinden sonra, yerine 1963 dogumlu
oglu Nureddin Cosan gegti. Bu donem, RP geleneginden gelen Recep
Tayyip Erdogan liderligindeki AK Partinin yiikselis yillart oldu.
Halen Iskenderpasa Cemaati'nin liderligini siirdiiren Nureddin Cosan

Ankara Imam Hatip Lisesini bitirdikten sonra Suudi Arabistan’da

10 Dénemin Refah Partisi lideri Necmettin Erbakan’in bagbakan oldugu merkez sag bir parti
olarak tanimlanan Dogru Yol Partisi'nin lideri Tansu Cillepin disisleri bakani oldugu hiikiimete
kargi 28 Subat 1997°de olaganiistii toplanan Milli Giivenlik Kurulu toplantisi sonucu agiklanan
kararlarla baslayan siirece 28 Subat siireci denir. Yasanan siirece ‘postmodern darbe’ de denilir.
‘Irticayla miicadele eylem plant ile anilan bu siiregte verilen kararlar ve yapurimlarla tarikatlar
ve cemaatlere karst genis kapsamli bir yildirma ve tasfiye operasyonu sivil ve askeri biirokrasi
eliyle yiiriitiilmistiir. 28 Subat siireci, 3 Kasim 2002’de yapilan genel secimlerde AK Parti’'nin tek
basina iktidar olmasiyla sona ermistir.

11 1990’larin basinda [skenderpasa Cemaati, Turgut Ozal'in partisi ANAP’1 destekledi.
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Arapga egitimi, ABD’de ise isletme egitimi aldi. Tirkiye'ye dondiikten
sonra Cemaatin iktisadi ve sosyal kuruluglarinin yonetimini tstlenen
Cosan, babasinin éliimiinden sonra onun vasiyeti tizerine Iskenderpaga

Cemaati’nin liderligini tistlendi.

Nureddin Cosan’in déneminde Iskenderpasa Cemaati AK Parti’ye acik
destek verdi. Bu destegin karsiligint da aldi.'? 28 Subat siirecinden diger
pek cok cemaat gibi sosyal ve ekonomik yénden zarar géren Iskenderpasa
Cemaati, AK Parti déneminde oldukea giiclendi. Hakyol Vakfi, Asfa
Egitim Kurumlari, Server Holding gibi Iskenderpasa Cemaati’ne bagli
kurumlar, AK Parti iktidart doneminde yani 2002’den giiniimiize

istikrarli bir sekilde giiglendiler.

Ozellikle son yillarda Giilen Cemaati’yle AK Parti arasindaki kavgada
diger tiim cemaatler gibi AK Parti’nin yaninda yer alan Iskenderpasa
Cemaati bu siiregten de ekonomik ve sosyal olarak karli ¢ikmistir. Hem
ekonomik yasamda hem de biirokraside Giilen Cemaati’nden bosalan
yetlere diger cemaatler gibi Iskenderpasa Cemaati de talip olmus ve

bunda da diger cemaatler gibi belli bir pay almigtir.

Halen Saglik Bakani olan Fahrettin Koca'nin Iskenderpasa Cemaati’ne
yakin oldugu kamuoyunda bilinen bir ger¢ek. Koca’nin sahibi oldugu
Medipol Hastaneleri de AK Parti doneminde hizla gelisen bir iktisadi
tesekkiil olma ozelligi tasiyor. Bu gruba bagli olarak 2009’da kurulan
Medipol Universitesi de yine ayni gruba bagli, son yillarda hizla gelisen

bir egitim kurumu olarak 6n plana ¢ikiyor.

12 AK Parti’nin ilk kez girdigi ve tek basina iktidar oldugu 3 Kasim 2002 secimlerinin ardindan
kilinan ilk Cuma namazini AK Parti Genel Bagkan: Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Ankara Dikmen’deki
Mehmet Zahit Kotku Camisi’'nde kilarak Iskenderpasa Cemaati’ne ne kadar 6nem ve deger
verdigini sembolik olarak gésterdi.

6/



TURKIYE'DE TARIKATLAR VE SIYASET

Ismailaga Cemaati

Naksibendi tarikatinin Istanbul merkezli bir baska cemaati ise Ismailaga
Cemaati’dir. Cemaatin liderligini Mahmut Ustaosmanoglu yapmaktadir.
Cemaat adin1 Istanbul Fatih’te Carsamba semtinde bulunan Ismailaga
Camisi'nden almaktadir. Mahmut Ustaosmanoglu, bu camide 1954’te
imam olarak géreve baglad: ve 1997°de emekli olana kadar gorevini

stirdiirdii.

Ustaosmanoglunun gorevde bulundugu 1954-1997 yillari arasinda
olusan Ismailaga Cemaati, ozellikle giydikleri kiyafetlerle taniniyor.
Erkeklerin baglarina saritk sarip, ciippe ve salvar giydikleri, sakal
biraktiklart Ismailaga Cemaati’ne bagli kadinlar da siyah carsaf
giyiyorlar. Cemaate giren erkek ve kadinlara yapilan ilk tavsiyelerden

birisi kiyafetlerini degistirmeleri oluyor.

Diger tarikatlar gibi egitim faaliyetlerine 6zel 6nem veren Ismailaga
Cemaatine bagli 6zel okullar, Kuran Kurslari, basin-yayin organlari
gibi cesitli kurumlar vardir. Cemaat adinin duyuldugu 1970’li yillardan
bu yana agirlikls olarak alt orta siniflar 6zellikle kiigiik ve orta ol¢ekli
isletme sahipleri icerisinde orgiitlendi. 2002’ye kadar RP gelenegini
temsil eden partilere oy veren Ismailaga Cemaati, 2002’den bu yana AK
Parti’yi destekliyor. Diger cemaatler gibi Ismailaga Cemaati de ozellikle
2010’larda baslayan AK Parti-Giilen Cemaati arasindaki catismada AK

Parti’den yana tavir koydu ve bunun karsiligini da bugiin aliyor.

Cemaatin son yillarda Aile ve Sosyal Politikalar Bakanligrna bagl
sosyal hizmet kurumlarinda hizla orgiitlendigi gozlemleniyor. Ayrica
Milli Egitim Bakanligrna bagli Imam Hatip Liselerinde de Ismailaga
Cemaati’nin giinden giine artan bir agirliginin oldugu biliniyor. Bunun
disinda ekonomik yasamda holding diizeyinde orgiitlenmis biiyiik

oleekli ekonomik kurumlart simdilik olmasa da kiiciik ve orta 6lgekli
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isletme sahibi cemaat mensuplarinin ozellikle devlet destegiyle islerini
biiytitmekte olduklari da biliniyor. Cemaatin merkezi kurumu olan
[smailaga Camii Ilim ve Hizmet Vakfi, Bakanlar Kurulu'nun 2015’te
aldigr kararla kamu yararina calisan bir kurulus olarak tanindi ve
kuruma vergi muafiyeti getirildi. Bu kararin, AK Parti — Giilen Cemaati
arasindaki catigmanin zirveye ¢iktigi bir donemde alinmis olmast da
[smailaga Cemaati gibi yapilarin bu gatismadan faydalanmalarinin

carpict bir 6rnegini olusturuyor.

[smailaga Cemaati’nin kurucusu Mahmut Ustaosmanoglu’nun 90
yasinda ve saglik sorunlari olmasi nedeniyle cemaat iginde birbiriyle
cekisen otonom gruplar var. Bu gruplar arasindaki gerilim zaman zaman
suikastlarla da sonuglanmaktadir. Ayn: zamanda Ustaosmanoglunun
damadi olan ve veliahtti olarak gosterilen Hizir Ali Muradoglu
1998°de ugradig: faili mechul bir suikastla 6ldarildi. 2006°da ise
yine cemaatin 6nde gelen isimlerinden Bayram Ali Oztiirk bir suikast
sonucu Oldiirtildii. Bu kez tetigi ¢eken kisi yakalandi ama azmettirici
ortaya ¢itkartilamadi. Zaman zaman patlak veren bu i¢ gerilime ragmen
[smailaga Cemaati igindeki olast bir i¢ hesaplasma, giiniimiizde iktidar
nimetlerinden faydalanildigi icin ertelenmektedir. Ancak cemaatin lideri
Ustaosmanoglunun dliimiinden sonra bir gatisma ve boliinmenin olup

olmayacagini simdiden séylemek zor.

Erenkdy Cemaati

[stanbul merkezli {i¢iincii Naksidendi cemaati adini Istanbul’'un Asya
yakasinda yer alan Erenkdy semtinden aliyor. Cemaatin kurucusu
MahmutSamiRamazanoglu, 1955’te Erenkéy’ dekiZihniPagsaCamisi’nde
imam olarak gorev yapmaya basladi ve 1979’da Suudi Arabistan’a gidene
kadar da bu cami gevresinde orgiitlendi. Ramazanoglu, 1979’da gittigi
Suudi Arabistan’da 1984’te vefat etti. Dini ve tasavvufi konulardan

yayinlanmis pek ¢ok kitabr bulunan Ramazanoglunun sagliginda halife
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yani kendi temsilcisi olarak tayin ettigi Hact Hasan Efendi Kayseri'de
cemaati Orgiitlemeyi siirdiiriirken, cemaatin Istanbul’daki merkezinin
basina Musa Topbas gecti, ancak Erenkdy Cemaati dort kisilik bir heyet
tarafindan idare edildi. Her ne kadar cemaatin merkezi Istanbul’da olsa
da bagta Kayseri olmak tizere Tiirkiye'nin pek ¢ok sehrinde vakiflar, ilk
ve orta 6gretim kurumlari ve basin yayin organlari vasitasiyla orgiitlenen

cemaat agirlikls olarak orta ve {ist orta siniflarda taraftar toplamistir.

Cemaatin liderligini halen Osman Nuri Topbas yapmaktadir. Babasi
Musa Topbagin 1999’da 6limii {izerine cemaatin liderligi iistlenen
Osman Nuri Topbas, selefleri gibi medyada goriinmekten hoglanmiyor.
Bu baglamda Topbas ailesine dikkat ¢cekmek gerekiyor. Aslen Konyali
olan, 1oo yildir uzun bir zamandir Istanbul’a yerlesen ve basta tekstil
olmak iizere farkli sanayi kollarinda pek ¢ok isletmeye sahip olan Topbas
ailesinin fertlerinden Mustafa Latif Topbas ve Ahmet Afif Topbas,
Tiirkiye’nin en zengin isadamlari arasinda kabul ediliyor. 1980’li yillarda
Turgut Ozal ve ANAP’in iktidarda oldugu dénemde ayni aileden Eymen
Topbas, uzun bir siire ANAP Istanbul Il bagkanlig1 yapti. Mustafa Latif
Topbas ise halen Cumhurbaskant Erdogan’a en yakin isadamlarindan

biri olarak gosteriliyor.

Erenkdy Cemaatine bagli pek ¢ok vakif ve kurulus arasinda Aziz
Mahmud Hiidayi Vakfi, Muradiye Vakfi ve ILEM (Ilmi Arastirmalar
Merkezi) en aktif ve uluslararasi diizeyde faaliyet gosteren kurumlar
olarak 6ne cikiyor. Ornegin Aziz Mahmud Hiidayi Vakfi, Balkanlar,
Kafkasya, Orta Asya ve Afrika basta olmak tizere 30’u askin tilkede
yaklasik 25 yildir egitim, basin yayin ve sosyal kiiltiirel faaliyetler
ylriitiiyor. Bu bilgiler cemaate yakin internet sitelerinde ayrintli bir
sekilde anlatiliyor. Vakif biinyesinde 30'u askin iilkede ilahiyat ve
dengi fakiilteler, 6gretmen okullari, imam hatip lisesi dengi okullar,

Kuran kurslari, 6grenci yurtlari, kresler ve yetimhanelerden olusan 135
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kurum faaliyet gosteriyor. Bu kurumlardan yaklagik 50 bin 6grenci
faydalanmaktadir. Cemaate bagli vakiflar araciligiyla halen 30 civarinda
tilkeden bes bine yakin 6grenci Tiirkiye’de vakfin egitim kurumlarinda

ogrenim gormektedir.

Erenkdy Cemaati, 1980’li yillarda Turgut Ozal’a ve ANAP’a yakin
durmakla birlikte her zaman RP gelenegiyle de baglarini siirdiirmiistiir.
2002’den bu yana AK Parti’yi destekleyen Erenkdy Cemaati, 6zellikle
son yillarda AK Parti ve Giilen Cemaati arasindaki miicadelede AK Parti
ve Cumhurbagkan: Erdogan safinda yer aldi ve siyasi iktidarda bunu
karsiliksiz birakmadi. Erenkoy Cemaati'ne bagli iktisadi tesekkiillerin
aldiklar1 direke ya da dolayli devlet desteginin artmasina paralel olarak,
cemaat mensuplarinin biirokraside hizla yiikseldikleri de kamuoyunda
sik sik dile getiriliyor. Ote yandan Tiirkiye'nin en biiyiik ve en yaygin
perakende satis magaza zincirlerinden biri olan BIM’in de Topbas
ailesine, dolayisiyla Erenkdy Cemaati’ne ait oldugunu da belirtelim.
Tiirkiye genelinde yiizlerce magazasi olan BIM’in 2018 yili net karinin
1.25 milyar TL olmast Erenkdy Cemaati’nin nasil bir ekonomik giice
sahip oldugunun kanitlarindan sadece birisi."* Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’a
bagliliklari ve yakinliklariyla bilinen Erenkdy Cemaati’nin dergisi olan
Alunoluk’ta yazilar yazan gazeteci yazar Ahmet Taggetiren’in Erdogan’a
yonelik elestirilerinden sonra Altunoluk’taki yazilarina son verilmesi
de Erenkoy Cemaati’nin Erdogan’a yakinliga ne kadar 6nem verdigini

gosteriyor.'

13 Tiirkiye'nin en yaygin ve en biiyiik perakende magaza zincirlerinden birisi olan BIM, 2018
yilsonu itibariyle 6672 magaza saysina ulast. BIM, Tiirkiye disinda da magazalar agmay:
siirdiiriiyor; Fas'ta 442, Misir’da ise 300 BIM magazast bulunmaktadir.

14 Gazeteci — yazar Ahmet Taggetiren AK Parti tabaninda ve Islami gevrelerde olduka iinlii bir
isim. Tasgetiren, Eyliil 2017°de kose yazilar1 yazdigi Star gazetesinden ayrildi. Taggetiren’in 2013
— 2017 arasinda yazilar yazdig1, hatta bir dsnem basyazarligini da yaptig: Star gazetesi AK Parti’ye
en yakin medya kuruluslarindan biri. Taggetiren su anda AK Parti yonetimine elestirel tutumuyla
bilinen Karar gazetesinde kdse yazilari yaziyor. Tasgetiren, Kiirt sorununa ¢dziim siirecinde
2013’te olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti’nde I¢ Anadolu Bolgesi heyeti baskanligini yapmustu.
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Menzil Cemaati

Naksibendi tarikatinin en giiclii kollarindan birisi olan Menzil Cemaati
adint Tirkiye’nin gilineydogusunda bulunan Adiyamanin Kahta
ilcesindeki Menzil kdyiinden aliyor. Cemaatin kurucusu Abdiilhakim
Erol, 1902°de Siir¢’in Baykan il¢cesinden diinyaya gelmis ama daha sonra
Menzil’e yerleserek cemaatini burada kurup biiytitmiistiir. Abdiilhakim
Erol'un 1972’de vefat etmesinin ardindan oglu Muhammet Rasit Erol
yerine ge¢mis, onun 1993’teki 6liimiinden sonra da yerine Abdiilbaki
Erol ge¢mistir. Yaklagik 100 yillik tarihi boyunca cemaatin merkezi
bugiin de oldugu gibi Menzil koyii olmustur.

Giiniimiizde cemaat mensuplarinin sayisinin resmi olarak bilinmesi
miimkiin olmasa da bir milyon il4 iki milyon arasinda oldugu tahmin
edilmektedir. Menzil Cemaati en genis tabana sahip Naksibendi cemaati
olarak taniniyor. Tiirkiye’nin hemen hemen tiim sehirlerinde orgiitlenen
cemaatin Menzil’de oturan seyhini gérmeye her giin yaklasik 15 bin
kisi gelmektedir. Bu nedenle kdyiin yakinina bir otobiis terminali

yapilmistir. Koy adeta dev bir kompleksi andirmakeadir.

Tabaninin genisligine ragmen diger Naksi cemaatlerine gére toplumun
alt siniflarinda rgiitlenen Menzil Cemaati bununla birlikte 6zellikle son
yillarda hem sosyo ekonomik olarak gelismekte hem de biirokrasideki

giiciinii arturmakeadir.

AK Partinin kurucu kadrolari arasinda yer alan Menzil Cemaati’ne
yakinligiyla bilinen Recep Akdag, 2002-2013 yillarr arasinda kesintisiz
olarak 11 yil Saglik Bakanlig1 gorevinde bulundu. Bu dénemde Menzil
Cemaati de Saglik Bakanligi icinde ciddi bicimde orgiitlendi. Menzil
Cemaati’'nin bakanliktaki 6rgiitlenmesi kamuoyunda tartistlmaya
baslayinca gérevden alinan Akdag, ti¢ yil aradan sonra 2016’da Binali
Yildirim’in bagbakanliginda kurulan hitkiimette yeniden saglik bakan:
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olarak gérev aldi. 2016-2017 arasinda yeniden Saglik Bakanlig1 gorevinde
bulunan Akdag, Cumhurbaskan: Erdogan’In kabinesinde kendisine yer
bulamadi. Saglik Bakanlig: giiniimiizde yukarida da ifade ettigimiz gibi
[skenderpasa Cemaati’ne yakinligiyla bilinen Fahrettin Koca'ya gecmis
durumda. Bu degisikligin de Cumhurbagkan: Erdogan’in cemaatler
arasindaki dengeyi gézetmeye ¢alismasinin sonucu oldugu kamuoyunda
dile getiriliyor. Bir baska deyisle Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, Menzil
Cemaatinin Saglik Bakanligrndaki giiciiniin belli 6lgiide de olsa
kirilmasinin yolu bir baska Naksi cemaatinin mensubunu bakanliga

getirmekte buldu.

Tiirkiye’nin giineydogusunda, Kiirt niifusunun en yogun oldugu bir
bolgede merkezinin bulunmasina ragmen Menzil Cemaati 2002’ye kadar
Tirk milliyetcisi partilere ve siyasilere yakin durdu. Ancak 2002’den
bu yana AK Parti ve Cumhurbagkan: Erdogan’ destekleyen Menzil
Cemaati, gecen 17 yilda sosyal ve ekonomik olarak onemli bir gelisme
kaydetti. Cemaatin dini kitaplarinin son derece yaygin bir sekilde basim,
yayim ve dagitimini yapan basin yayin organlarinin yani sira Semerkand
TV adli bir de televizyon kanali bulunan, Suudi Arabistan’a yonelik hac
organizasyonlari i¢in kurdugu turizm sirketlerinin de oldukga yiiksek
cirolari oldugu biliniyor. Cemaat, Tiirk iscilerinin oldugu iilkelerde de

orgiitlenmeye caligtyor.

Cemaatin adinin en ¢ok tartisma konusu oldugu alan ise biirokraside
ozellikle son yillarda gittikge giicleniyor olmasi. Saglik Bakanligi disinda,
Giilen Cemaati kadrolarinin tasfiye edilmesi siirecinde yargida Menzil
Cemaatinin ciddi bir kadrolasma diizeyine ulastigi kamuoyunda sik
stk giindeme geliyor. Bu iddialarin dogruluk derecesinin ne oldugunu
kestirmek zor olsa da Giilen Cemaati’'nin biraktgi boslugu doldurmak
konusunda diger cemaatler kadar Menzil Cemaatinin de ¢aba sarf

ettigini diistinebiliriz.
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Isikgilar Cemaati

Kamuoyunda Isikgilar Cemaati olarak bilinen, giiniimiizde ise Ihlas
Holding’le taninan cemaatin kurucusu emekli eczaci albay olan
Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik’tir. Istanbul’da 1911°de dogan Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik,
askeri okullarda egitim alirken devlete yakinlig1 ve Tiirk milliyetciligine
sempatisiyle bilinen Naksibendi Seyhi Abdiilhakim Arvasi’den dersler
almig, albay olarak emekli olduktan sonra 1966’da Istanbul’da 6nce
Isik Kitabevi'ni, ardindan da Hakikat Kitabevi’ni kurmustur. Hiiseyin
Hilmi Istkin damadi Enver Oren ise kendisiyle zorunlu askerligini
yaptigt yillarda tanisti, ondan dersler aldi ve kiziyla evlendi. Oren,
1970’de giiniimiizde halen ¢ikmakta olan Tiirkiye gazetesini kurdu.
Isikgilar Cemaati de bu gazete etrafinda 6rgiitlendi. Tiirkiye’nin en ticra
kasabalarina kadar gazetenin biirolart kuruldu. Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik’'in
kitaplart Tiirkiye gazetesi biirolart araciligiyla dagitildi. Enver Oren
1975’te Thlas Vakfrni kurdu. Bu vakif 1993te insaat, medya, otomotiv,
mesrubat, gida, ev aletleri ve turizm sektorlerinde faaliyet gdsteren Thlas
Holding adiyla sirketlesti. Ayn1 yil Thlas Haber Ajansi ve TGRT (Tiirkiye
Gazetesi Radyo ve Televizyonu) adli medya kuruluglari da Thlas Holding
biinyesinde faaliyete baslad1. 1995’te Ihlas Holding biinyesinde kurulan
[hlas Finans’a 2001’de yasanan bankacilik krizinde BDDK (Bankacilik
Devlet Denetleme Kurulu) tarafindan el konuldu. Ihlas Finansa para
yatirmis bulunan agagi yukar: 75 bin kisi o tarihten bu yana paralarint
alamadilar. Thlas Finans'la ilgili davalar da halen siirmekte olup, bu
stire¢ Isik¢ilar Cemaati'nin kamuoyunda oldukea biiyiik itibar kaybina
neden olmugtur. Buna ragmen cemaat varligini giliniimiize kadar
siirdiirmiis, Thlas Holding cemaatin adeta gati kurulusu haline gelmistir.
Enver Oren’in 2013’teki 6liimiiniin ardindan oglu Miicahit Oren hem

cemaatin hem de [hlas Holding’in basina gegmistir.
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Isik¢ilar Cemaati kuruldugu 1960’lardan 2000’li yillarin bagina kadar
merkez sag partilere yakin durmus, RP geleneginden gelen partilere
ise mesafesini korumusgtur. 2002’de AK Parti’nin iktidara gelmesinin
ardindan yillar icinde Isik¢ilar Cemaati’yle AK Parti ve Cumhurbaskan:
Erdogan arasindaki buzlar erimis, Thlas Holding &zellikle son yillarda
ciddi bir yiikselise gegmistir. Cemaat, Enver Oren’in liderligi doneminde
dini bir cemaatten ¢ok bir sirket havasina biiriindiigii i¢in her donemde
siyasi iktidarla yakin olmaya o6zel gayret gosterdiler. Dolayisiyla
giiniimiizde AK Parti’yi desteklemeleri gayet anlagilir bir tablodur.
Ancak AK Parti-Giilen Cemaati kavgasinin yasandigi son yillara kadar
siyasi iktidardan istedigi ol¢tide destek goremeyen Isikcilar Cemaati ve
[hlas Holding son yillarda aradaki mesafeyi dnemli dlgiide kapatmay1

basarmis goriiniiyor.
Nurcular

Calismamizda Naksibendilerden sonra inceleyecegimiz ikinci ana grup
olan Nurculari anlamak icin Said Nursi’nin hayat hikayesinden ve
kendisi i¢in benimsedigi misyondan baslayalim. 1878 de Kiirt niifusun
yogun oldugu bugiinkii Tiirkiye’nin dogusunda yer alan Bitlis sehrinin
Hizan ilgesine bagli Nors kéyiinde dindar bir Kiirt ailesinin ¢ocugu
olarak diinyaya gelen Said Nursi, ¢ocuklugundan itibaren donemin
Kiirt cografyasinda olduk¢a etkili olan medreselerde egitim almaya
baslad1. Ustiin zekast ve giiglii hafizasiyla gok kiigiik yasta dikkat ¢eken
Said Nursinin tnii sadece Kiirt cografyasinda yayilmakla kalmadi.
Dénemin bagkenti Istanbul’da Osmanli Sarayr'nda da Nursinin adi
duyuldu. Istanbul’a davet edilen Nursi, dénemin Osmanli yéneticilerine
amacinin  Van'da Medresettiiz Zehra adli bir {iniversite kurmak
oldugunu ifade etti. Nursi’ye gore bu tiniversite, Osmanli’'da Kiirtlerin
yogun yasadigi cografyada din bilimleri ile doga bilimlerinin birlikte

ogretildigi, Miisliiman Kiirt genglerinin egitim diizeyinin yiikselmesine
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katkida bulunacak bir egitim kurumu olacakti. Osmanli yonetimi, Kiirt
ayrilikgiliginin tohumlarinin bu tiniversitede atilabilecegi endisesiyle
bu 6neriye sicak bakmadi. Ustelik Said Nursi bu gériislerinden dtiirii
[stanbul’da kisa siire hapiste kaldi. Dénemin sultant II. Abdiilhamit’in
otoriter, baskici yonetimini elestiren Said Nursi, II. Mesrutiyet’in
ilanini destekledi. 1908’de tilkenin mesruti demokrasiyle yonetilmesi
gerektigini savundu. Ancak kisa siirede Nursi'nin iktidardaki Ittihat
ve Terakki Partisi’yle de arast bozuldu. Ittihat ve Terakki’nin baskict ve
Tiirk milliyetciligini esas alan, dine mesafeli yonetimi Said Nursi’nin
tepkisini ¢ekti. I. Diinya Savas'nda Ruslara karsi dogu cephesinde
savasan Said Nursi’nin 1923’te kurulan Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’yle arast
da en bagindan beri iyi olmadi. Cumhuriyet’in Kemalist tek parti
rejimine de tipk: [ttihat ve Terakki’ye oldugu gibi mesafe alan Nursi,
1925 yilinda yasanan Seyh Said Isyanina destek vermemesine ragmen
stipheli bulundu ve 8 y1l Tiirkiye’nin batsindaki Burdur, Isparta ve Barla
schirlerinde zorunlu ikamete tabi tutuldu. Bu yillarda Nur Risaleleri

(Risale-i Nur) adli toplami 12 cildi bulan eserini yazmaya bagladu.

Nur Risaleleri giiniimiizde Nurculuk akimini diger Islami akimlardan
ayiran temel referansidir. Nurculugu diger dini akimlardan ayristiran ve
bir tarikat olarak tanimlamamiza nedeni de Nur Risalelerine Nurcular
tarafindan yiiklenilen anlamla ilgilidir. 1920’lerde baglayip 1950’lere
kadar yazmayi siirdiirdiigii eseri Nur Risaleleri icin Said Nursi “Kuran’in
cagdas yorumu” ifadesini kullanmigtir. Ona gore 20. yiizyilda Kurant
anlamak icin Nur Risaleleri’ni okuyup, anlamak gerekmektedir. Nursi,
Nur Risaleleri’nin kendisine ilahi bir giicle yazdirildigini da iddia
etmektedir. 1930’larda vefat ettigi 1960’a kadar Nur Risaleleri’nin
toplumda yayilmasi icin biiytik gayret gosteren Said Nursi, bu eserin
temel amacini Miisliimanlarin imanini kurtarmak olarak tanimlamustir.
Bir bagka deyisle Nursi’ye gére ¢agimizda Miisliimanlarin imanlarin

korumalari igin Nur Risaleleri'ni okumalari gerekmektedir.
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Nursi’'nin “iman” vurgusu aslinda giinimiizde de ¢ok tartigtlan bir
konunun teolojik-politik arka planini olusturuyordu. Said Nursi,
Nur Risaleleri'nde gelecek yillarda yetisecek imanli kusaklarin devlet
yonetimine gelecegi, bdylece iilkenin ve toplumun modern ¢agin
gerekliliklerine cevap veren Islami bir yonetime kavusacagi vurgusunu
yapar. Nursi i¢cin bu bir vurgudan &te adeta kehanetsel bir 6ngériidiir.
Nursi, gelecekte hem dini bilimler hem de doga bilimleri alaninda iyi
yetismis imanli kusaklarin Tiirkiye’de ve Islam diinyasinda iktidara
gelecegine inanir. Iste bu diisiince, giiniimiizde Giilen Cemaati
baglaminda ¢ok tarusilan “devlete sizma”, “devleti ele gecirme”
tartsmalarinda sik sik giindeme gelmektedir. Asagida Giilen Cemaati’ni

degerlendirirken bu konuya tekrar dénecegiz.

Tiirkiye’nin ¢ok partili sisteme gectigi 1950°ye kadar Nur Risaleleri
nedeniyle “gericilik propagandasi” su¢lamasiyla devletin baskisina maruz
kalan Said Nursi, hakkinda acilan davalara ve zaman zaman cezaevine
diismesine ragmen Nur Risaleleri’ni yazmaktan ve onlari cogaltmaktan
geri durmadi. Bu donemde Said Nursi’nin ¢evresinde Nur Risaleleri
ogrencileri olarak tanimladigi kadrolar da olusmaya bagladi. 1950’lerde
cok partili sistemle birlikte, inang ve ifade ozgiirliigiiniin gorece
genislemesi, Said Nursi ve Nur Risaleleri’nin tiniiniin Tiirkiye’nin dort
yaninda hizla taninmasina neden oldu. 1950 — 60 arasinda iktidarda
olan Demokrat Parti (DP) ve Bagbakan Adnan Menderes, olusan gorece
inang ve ifade 6zgiirligii ortami nedeniyle Said Nursi'nin 6vgiilerini ald1.
Nursi’nin DP ve Menderese yonelik bu vgiileri asagida aktaracagimiz
gibi Nurcular arasinda farkli tartigmalara neden oldu. Bu dénemde Said
Nursi aktif siyasete karismasa da ¢evresinde toplanan Nurcu kitlelerin o
donemde DP’ye destek verdikleri biliniyor. Nurcu gruplar da bu destegi

hi¢bir zaman saklamadilar.
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Said Nursi, 1960°da ¢ikuigi bir yurt gezisi sirasinda Urfa’da vefat edip
gomiildiigiinde arkasinda 12 ciltlik eseri Nur Risaleleri ve resmi bir
veri olmasa da sayilart bir milyonun istiinde olan Nurculari birakei.
Nurcular, Said Nursi'nin de ifade ettigi gibi Nur Risaleleri’nin ¢agin
Kuran yorumu olduguna, Said Nursiye ilahi bir sekilde yazdirildigina
ve Said Nursi’nin de iginde yasadigimiz ¢cagda insanlar1 aydinlatmasi i¢in
ilahi olarak gonderilmis bir sahis olduguna inandilar. Iste, Nurculari
pek ¢ok dini grup ve akimdan ayiran, onlara uluslararast literatiirde
‘cult’ olarak gegen, bu ¢aligmada tarikat olarak ifade ettigimiz taminin

icine sokan da bu tutumdur.

Yeni Asya Cemaati

Gruba adin1 veren Yeni Asya gazetesi 1970 yilinda ¢tkmaya baglamis olsa
da Yeni Asya grubu aslinda diger Nurcu gruplarin kendisinden ayrildigt
ana govde ozelligini tasimaktadir. Halen grubun liderligini yapmakta
olan Mehmet Kutlular 1938 dogumludur. Risale-i Nur’larla zorunlu
askerlik gorevini yapugt sirada tanigan Kutlular, zaman icerisinde
Nurcularin lideri olmugtur. 1970’de Yeni Asya gazetesinin ¢ikmaya
baglamasiyla birlikte gazetenin ismi cemaatle biitiinlesirken, Nurculuk
icerisinde boliinmeler de yine bu dénemde baslamistir. 1950’lerde
Adnan Menderes’in Said Nursi’ye karst olumlu bir tutum takinmasini
gerekee gostererek DP c¢izgisinde faaliyet gosteren merkez sag partilere
destek veren Yeni Asya Cemaatinin RP cizgisindeki partilerle arasi
higbir zaman iyi olmamustir. Oyle ki AK Parti’nin ve Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan’in gizli giindeminin g¢ogulcu demokratik rejim yerine RP
cizgisinin tek parti rejimi olarak Tiirkiye’'ye hakim olmast oldugunu,
AK Parti’nin kuruldugu ve iktidara geldigi 2000’lerin basindan bu yana
iddia etmektedirler. Cemaat, ¢ogulcu demokrasiden yana oldugunu
her firsatta beliremis, hatta 2000’lerde baglayan Tirkiye’nin Avrupa
Birligi miizakerelerini en ¢ok destekleyen dini grup olarak dikkat
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cekmigtir. Cemaat, Tiirkiyenin AB reformlarina tam destek vermis
ve tim reformlarin ivedilikle yapilmasi gerektigini savunmustur. Yeni
Asya Cemaatini giiniimiizde diger Nurcu gruplardan ve hatta diger
dini cemaatlerden ayiran belirgin bir 6zelligi vardir. 2011’de baglayan
AK Parti-Giilen Cemaati miicadelesinde, Giilen Cemaati’ne y6nelik
hukuk devleti ilkelerine ters diisen uygulamalar yapildig1 nedeniyle AK
Parti iktidarini elestiren Yeni Asya Cemaati, bu nedenle AK Parti’yi
destekleyen cevreler tarafindan “FETO (Fethullahgt Terér Orgiitii)
destekgisi” olmakla suglanmaktadir. Yeni Asya Cemaati, kendilerinden
1960’1arin sonunda ayrilan ve kendi cemaatini kuran Fethullah Giilen’le
2010’lara kadar sert bir rekabet i¢inde olsa da giiniimiizde Giilen Cemaati
mensuplarina karst devletin uygulamalarini insan haklari ihlali olarak
goriip elestirmekrtedir. Ote yandan Yeni Asya Cemaati, Kiirt sorununun
miizakere yoluyla ¢oziilmesini savunmakta 2013 — 2015 ¢oziim siireci

tartismalarina olumlu yaklagmisgtir.

Cemaatin en 6nemli faaliyet alani yayincilik faaliyetidir. Yeni Asya
gazetesinin 50 bin civarinda tiraji vardir. Bunun diginda Yeni Asya
Yayinlar’ndan kitap satist yapilmaktadir. Risale-i Nir'larin basiminin
ve dagiiminin 2015’ten bu yana devlet tekeline ge¢mesinin ardindan
Yeni Asya Cemaati 6nemli bir gelir kaynagindan olmustur.” Yayincilik
faaliyeti diginda cemaatin en 6nemli gelir kaynagini Yeni Asya Vakfrna
yapilan bagislar olusturmaktadir. AK Parti iktidariyla arasinin kot
olmasi Yeni Asya Cemaatinin siirekli kan kaybetmesine neden

olmaktadir.

15 Temmuz 2014’ten Ocak 2016’ya kadar Kiiltiir Bakanligi, Nur Risaleleri’ne bandrol yasag:
uyguladi. Bununla amaglanan Giilen Cemaati’nin mali kaynaklarindan birisini yok etmekti.
Diger Nurcu gruplardan gelen tepki iizerine Ocak 2016’da bu yasak kalkt1.
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Yazicilar

Yazicilar grubunu diger Nurcu gruplardan ayiran en 6nemli ozellik,
Nur Risalelerinin Arap alfabesiyle Osmanlica yazim kurallarina
bagli kalinarak, aslina sadik bir sekilde elle yazilmasi ve ¢ogaltlmasi
gerektigini savunuyor olmalaridir. Yazicilar grubunu Yeni Asya’dan
ayrilmaya iten en 6nemli neden, Yeni Asyanin Nur Risaleleri kiilliyatini
Latin alfabesiyle ve matbaada ¢ogaltarak basmaya karar vermesi
olmustur. Yazicilar grubu, 1970’lerin basinda ayri bir grup olarak
orgilitlenmeye karar verdiginde Tiirkiye genelindeki Nurcularin 6nemli
bir kisminin bu grupla hareket ettigi bilinmektedir. Grubun kurucu
lideri 1899 dogumlu Hiisrev Alunbasak, Said Nursi’nin en yakin
dgrencilerinden biri olarak bilinir. Olene kadar Said Nursi'nin yakininda
kalan Altinbasak “Nurculuk faaliyetleri” nedeniyle 1971-74 arasinda ii¢
yil hapis yatmigtir. 1977°de vefat eden Altinbasak’in yerine herhangi bir
karizmatik lider ¢tkmamis olsa da Yazicilar, Tiirkiye genelinde onemli
bir tabani halen korumaktadirlar. Hayrat Vakfi ve Afia Gida grubun
en 6nemli kurumlari olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. AK Parti-Giilen Cemaati
catigmasinda AK Parti’den yana tavir alan Yazicilar, Fethullah Giilen’e
dair uzun yillardir en sert elestiriler yonelten gruplardan biridir. Ote
yandan Yazicilar, Kiirt sorunu ¢oziim siireci gibi konularda goriis
belirtmemekte, siyasi iktidarin takip ettigi cizgiyi desteklemekle
yetinmektedirler. Yazicilar grubu son yillarda yogun Osmanlica kurslart

faaliyetiyle de 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Okuyucular

Okuyucular, Yazicilar grubundan farkli olarak Nur Risaleleri’nin Latin
alfabesiyle basilmasini ve elle ¢ogaltilmasini benimsemiglerdir. Nur
Risaleleri’ni adeta bir fetis haline getiren grubun varlik nedeni, Risale-i
Nur'un okunmasi ve yayginlastirilmasidir. Yayincilik faaliyeti disindaki

alanlarda ciddi bir varlik goésteremeyen grup, son yillarda internet
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araciligiyla da Nur Risaleleri’nin yayginlastirilmasina ¢alismakeadirlar.
Grubun kurucusu Ziibeyir Giindiizalp, Said Nursi’nin en yakin ve ayni
zamanda en aktif 6grencilerinden birisi olarak taninir. 1971’de vefat
eden Giindiizalp’in aktif orgiicgiiliigii sayesinde belli bir giicti olan
Okuyucularin giiniimiizde diger gruplar kadar olmasa da belli bir giicii
korudugu gozlemlenmektedir. Apolitik tavrini 1970’lerden bu yana
ozenle koruyan Okuyucularin AK Parti-Giilen Cemaati ¢atismasinda

da herhangi bir tavir almalari s6z konusu olmamustir.

Med Zehra

Siddik Seyhanzade ve Izzeddin Yildirim'in basini gektigi bir grup Nurcu,
Yeni Asya grubunun Risale-i Nur'da tahrifat yapug: gerekgesiyle, Said
Nursi’nin Kiirt kimligi ve Kiirtlerle ilgili séylediklerinin sanstirlendigini
iddia ederek, ana akim Nurculuktan 1971’de ayrildilar. Bu grubun
amagclarindan biri, Said Nursi’nin vasiyeti olan Tiirkiye'nin dogusunda
yer alan ve niifusunun ¢ogunlugunu Kiirtlerin olusturdugu Van sehrinde
dini bilimlerin yani sira doga bilimlerinin de 6greniminin yapildigi bir
tiniversitenin kurulmasiydi. Grup, Said Nursinin ‘Medresetii’z-Zehra’
adint verdigi bu tiniversitenin kurulmast icin ¢alismalarint Med-Zehra
Vakfrnin biinyesinde halen siirdiirmektedir. Izzeddin Yildirim daha
sonra bu gruptan ayrilarak Zehra adli bagka bir grup kurmustur. Ancak
bu grubun Med-Zehra'dan ¢ok farkls goriisleri yoktur.

Med-Zehra grubu da diger Nurcu gruplar gibi Risale-i Nur'u merkeze
alan bir dini anlayisa sahiptir. Ancak 6teki gruplardan farkl: olarak ana
hedefleri Tiirkiye’de Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimiinde Islami kanadi temsil
eden bir taraf olmaya doniik ¢alismalar yapmaktir. Bunu “Kiirdistan’in
kurulmasi zorunluluktur. Islami olmasi ideal olandir” seklinde formiile

etmektedirler.
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Kiirt niifusun yogun oldugu dogu ve giineydogu schirlerinde
orgiitlenmeye oncelik veren Med-Zehra grubu, kitleye yonelik
propagandalarinda Said Nursi’nin en biiyiik hayali olan ve Van’da
kurulmas: ongoriilen ‘Medresetii’z-Zehra' projesini hayata gecirmeyi
one ¢ikarmaktadir. Bu gruba goére, bu niversitenin Kiirdistan’da
kurulmas: Kiirt toplumunun sosyal yapisinda ¢ok olumlu bir degisime
neden olacak, egitimsizlik sorunu ¢oziilmiis olacaktir. Bir bagka deyisle,

bu tiniversite Kiirt Rénesansinin baglangici olacaker.

Bu goriislerinden dolayr 1970’lerden 2010’lara kadar Med-Zehra
grubunun hem devletle hem de diger Nurcu gruplarla iliskileri oldukca
mesafeli olmustur. Ancak AK Parti iktidar1 ddneminde Kiirt sorununun
¢oziimii dogrultusunda siyasi iktidara acik destek vermiglerdir. Ayrica

AK Parti-Giilen Cemaati gerginliginde de siyasi iktidarin safinda yer
aldilar.

Med-Zehra grubu dindar Kiirtler arasinda ciddi bir tabana sahiptir.
Hem Kiirt niifusun yogun oldugu sehirlerde hem de yogun Kiirt gocii
alan Istanbul, Ankara, [zmir, Bursa gibi sehirlerde Med-Zehra grubunun
dindar Kiirtler arasinda ciddi bir 6rgiitlenmesi ve oy potansiyeli vardir.
AK Parti’nin ¢oziim siirecine yogunlasugt donemlerde Med-Zehra
grubu AK Parti’yi desteklemistir. Ote yandan Irak Kiirdistani Bélgesel
Yonetimi'nin 2017°de yapugt bagimsizlik referandumunda Mesud
Barzaniyi ve KDPyi destekleyen grup, bu referanduma karst ¢ikan

Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’t ¢ok sert ifadelerle suclamigtir.

Giilen Cemaati

Giilen Cemaati’nin halen hayatta olan lideri Fethullah Giilen 1941’de
Tiirk milliyetciliginin ve muhafazakérliginin en giiglii oldugu sehirlerden
birisi olan Erzurum’da diinyaya geldi. Egitim diizeyi ilkokul olan Giilen,

ilkokuldan sonra farkli din alimlerinden dersler aldi. Erzurum’da
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camilerde vaizlik yapan Fethullah Giilen, 1959°da Tirkiye’nin en
batisinda yer alan Edirne sehrinde bir camiye imam olarak tayin edildi.
1959 — 1963 arasinda Edirne’de cami imami olarak gorev yapugi
donemde Nurculuga gegen Giilen, Said Nursi'nin 1960’daki 6liimiinden
once kendisiyle tanigan son 6grencilerinden biridir. 1960’larin sonunda
Nurculukta yasanan boliinmede Fethullah Giilen de kendi cemaatini
kurdu. 1966’dan 1971e kadar vaiz olarak gorev yaptigi [zmir ve Ege
bolgesi, Fethullah Giilen igin cemaatinin temellerini attg1 bolge oldu.
12 Eyliil 1980 askeri darbesine kadar agirlikli olarak Izmir ve Ege
bolgesinde orgiitlenen Giilen Cemaati’nin ad1 1980’lere kadar ¢ok fazla
duyulmadi. O dénemde Giilen Cemaati, iilke genelinde say1st olduk¢a
fazla olan kiigiik olgekli, yerel sayilabilecek dini cemaatlerden sadece

birisiydi.

12 Eylil darbesinden sonra ise Giilen Cemaati’'nin hizla genisledigi
ve giiclendigi basinda ve kamuoyunda sik¢a dile getirilmeye baslandi.
1980’lerin ortalarinda Giilen Cemaati’nin askeri okullarda orgiitlendigi
ve bu yolla ordu y6netimini ele gecirmeyi hedefledigine dair haberler ve
yorumlar basinda yer almaya bagladi. Bu donemde, Bagbakan Turgut
Ozal’la Fethullah Giilen arasindaki yakinlik da 6zellikle Ozal muhalifleri
tarafindan sik sik dile getirildi. Fethullah Giilen Ozal’la yakinligini,
1970’lerde kendisinin [zmirde camilerde vaaz verdigi donemde, Ozal’in

stk stk onun vaazlarini dinlemeye gelmesiyle acikliyordu.

1990’larin  basinda Istanbul’a yerlesen Fethullah Giilen, Turgut
Ozal disinda Biilent Ecevit, Tansu Ciller gibi dénemin iinli ve etkili
siyasetgileriyle iligkilerini iyi tutmaya 6zen gosterdi ve siyasetcilerden
de olumlu karsilik buldu. Ancak “irtica tehlikesi’ni iilkenin en énemli
giindem maddesi olarak goren ulusalci gevrelerde ve Tirk Silahli
Kuvvetleri’'nin ydnetim kademelerinde Giilen ve cemaati en 6nemli

tehdit unsurlarindan birisi olarak gériiliiyordu. 28 Subat 1997°de RP’nin
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koalisyon ortag: oldugu hiikiimetin istifasiyla sonuglanan ve tilkedeki
tim dini cemaatlere yonelik baski ve sindirme politikasinin TSK’nin
istegi ve yonlendirmesiyle yiiriirlige kondugu dénemde, Fethullah
Giilen 1999°da saglik sorunlari gerekgesiyle ABD’ye gitti ve halen
de ABD’de yasamaktadir. 2002°de AK Parti’nin iktidara gelmesiyle
kesintiye ugrayan “28 Subat donemi” olarak tanimlanan 1997-2002
yillart arasinda tiim dini cemaatlere yonelik baskidan Giilen Cemaati
de kismen nasibini alsa da daha sonra yasanan siiregten anladigimiz

kadariyla bu donemde bile Giilenciler giiglenmeyi siirdiirdiiler.

2002’de AK Partinin tek bagina iktidara gelisi sonrasi yasanan
gelismeler, Giilen Cemaati’nin bugiin geldigi noktay1 anlamak agisindan
cok 6nemlidir. AK Parti ve lideri Erdogan, aslinda RP déneminden
beri Giilen Cemaati’ne karst mesafeli bir tutuma sahiptiler. Aslinda
bu mesafeli tutum, sadece AK Parti kadrolar1 ve Erdogan’da degil,
Tiirkiye’de tiim Islami gruplarda vardi. Giilencilerin askeri okullarda,
Emniyet teskilatinda, yargida ve egitim kadrolarinda hizli ve yaygin
bicimde 6rgiitlenmeleri diger tiim dini cemaatler ve gruplar icin bir
tedirginlik unsuru olusturuyordu. Giilenciler disinda kalan tiim dini

yapilar adeta ileride neler olabilecegini 6ngorebiliyorlardi.

2002°de AK Parti ve Erdogan iktidara geldikleri ilk yillarda Giilen
Cemaati’ne yonelik mesafeli tutumlarini korumaya caligtilar. Ancak
2003-2004’te TSK komuta kademesinden, ulusalct kesimden ve biiyiik
ol¢tide onlarin kontroliindeki dsnemin CHP’sinden gelen sert muhalefet,
beraberinde bir askeri darbe ihtimalini giindeme getirince, AK Parti bu
kosullarda Giilen Cemaati’yle yakinlasti. 2002-2003 déneminde daha
sonraki yillarda oldugu kadar olmasa da Giilencilerin ordu, emniyet ve
yargidaki giigleri AK Parti i¢in 6nem kazandi. Tek bagina iktidarda olsa
da sivil ve askeri biirokrasi tarafindan sert bir direngle kargilasan AK

Parti i¢in Giilenciler biirokrasideki giicleri itibariyle 6nemli ve degerli bir
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miittefik haline geldiler. Ilerleyen yillarda Giilen Cemaati bu desteginin
kargiligini fazlasiyla aldi. Sivil ve askeri biirokrasiden hiitkiimet
eliyle asama asama tasfiye edilen AK Parti kargitlarinin yerini biytik
cogunlukla Giilenciler almaya bagladi. 2010’a gelindiginde Emniyet ve
yarg: biirokrasisi biiyiik 6lgiide Giilencilerin kontroliine gegerken, TSK
icindeki ¢ok daha gizli bicimde yiiriitiilen Giilenci 6rgiitlenmenin ne

diizeyde oldugu ¢ok bilinmiyordu.

2008 — 2010 arasinda Emniyet ve yargi biirokrasisindeki Giilenciler
tarafindan TSK kadrolarina yonelik pes pese agilan sorusturma ve
davalar, TSK kadrolarinda da 6nemli bir tasfiye yasanmasina neden
olurken, tasfiye edilen bu kadrolarin yerine kimlerin gectigi konusunda
da kamuoyunda tartigmalar siiriiyordu. Ulusalct kesimde TSK’nin
tiimiiyle Giilen cemaatinin kontroliine gectigi iddia edilirken, AK Parti
iktidart bunu siddetle reddediyordu. Her ne kadar bu iddialar1 reddetse
de Gilencilerin yiikselisi, AK Parti iktidar1 ve Erdogan 2010’larin
basinda tirkiitmeye baglad:.

2010’da yapilan ve yiizde 58 oyla kabul edilen anayasa degisikligi
referandumunun ardindan yargi biirokrasisinin tepe 6rgiitii olan
Hakimler ve Savcilar Yiksek Kurulu (HSYK) tiimiiyle Giilencilerin
eline gecti.' Bunun ardindan AK Parti ve Giilen Cemaati arasinda MIT
(Milli Istihbarat Tegkilatr) Miistesarligs krizi patlak verdi. Dénemin MIT
Miistesart Emre Taner’in Mayis 2010’da emekli olmasinin ardindan
Giilen Cemaati yeni MIT Miistesar’nin kendilerine yakin bir isim
olmasini istedi. Dénemin Bagbakani Erdogan ise bunu reddetti. Yarg,

Emniyet ve TSK’yla birlikte biirokrasinin en 6nemli kurumlarindan

16 12 Eyliil 2010°da yapilan anaysa degisikligi referandumuyla, Anayasa Mahkemesi, Yargitay,
Danistay, Hakimler ve Saveilar Yitksek Kurulu (HSYK) gibi tiim yiiksek yarg: organlarinin
yapisi ve igleyisinden koklii degisiklikler yapildi. Yiizde 58’le kabul edilen anayasa degisikliginin
ardindan Giilen Cemaati kadrolar: sadece HSYK’da degil, basta Anayasa Mahkemesi olmak iizere
tiim yiiksek yarg: organlarinda giiclerini artirdilar.
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birisi olan MIT Miistesarligr'ni ele gegirme hamlesi deyim yerindeyse

Giilen Cemaati’ne pahaliya mal oldu.

Erdogan MIT’ kendisine yakin ancak Giilen Cemaati'ne mesafeli bir
isim olan Hakan Fidani atamakla kalmadi Giilen Cemaati’ne karst
tavir almaya da bagladi. Giilen Cemaati'nin en 6nemli insan ve finans
kaynaklarindan birisi olan lise ve tiniversiteye hazirlik 6zel dershanelerini
kapatmaya yonelik hiikiimetin hamlesi Giilen Cemaati igin alarm
zillerinin ¢almasi anlami tagiyordu. Giilenciler bu hamleye yakin
tarihe “7 Subat MIT krizi” olarak gegen olayla cevap verdi. Yeni MIT
Miistesart Hakan Fidan boliiciilitk suglamasiyla Giilenci Saver Sadrettin
Sarikaya tarafindan ifade vermeye ¢agrildi. 7 Subat rastgele secilmis bir
giin degildi. Dénemin bagbakani Erdogan’in ameliyat olacag: giindii.
Erdogan’in ameliyat olacag saatlerde Hakan Fidan da ifadeye ¢agrildi.
Son anda durumu &grenen Erdogan’in inisiyatif kullanmasiyla Fidan
ifade vermeye gitmedi. Fidan ifade vermeye gitmis olsaydi, tutuklanmig
olacakti. Bu olay aslinda AK Parti ile Giilen Cemaati arasindaki iliskide
bir milat oldu. 2012’de yasanan “7 Subat MIT krizi’nin ardindan
Giilen Cemaati’nin biirokrasideki giiciiniin tasfiyesi giindeme gelse de
bu o giiniin sartlar: i¢inde o kadar kolay degildi. Bunun kolay olmadig:

Giilen Cemaati’nin bir baska hamlesiyle ortaya ¢ikt1.

Yakin tarihe “17/25 Aralik” olarak gegen, 17 ve 25 Aralik 2013’te bu
kez Emniyet icindeki Giilenci polislerin organize ettigi iki yolsuzluk
sorusturmast; Erdogan’, ailesini ve Erdogan’in yakininda yer alan
bakanlardan bazilarini ¢ok zor duruma soktu. Bu sorusturma dosyalari
dava konusu olmus olsaydi, sorusturmada adi gecen isimlerin agir hapis
cezalart almasi kaginilmaz olacakti. Sorusturma dosyalar: biiyiik olgiide
Emniyet tarafindan yapilan dinleme kayitlarina dayaniyordu. Basta
Erdogan ve ailesi olmak {izere donemin hiikiimetinin 6nemli isimleri

uzun siire Istanbul Emniyeti tarafindan dinlenmislerdi. Erdogan bu
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dinleme kayitlarinin sahte oldugunu iddia etti. Sorusturmay1 yiiriiten
tist diizey emniyet yetkilileri ve savcilar hizla gorevden alindi. Bununla
birlikte basta Emniyet ve yargi olmak tizere biirokraside Giilencilerin hizla
tasfiye edilmesi siirecine girildi. Bu siiregte, Parlamentodaki muhalefet
partileri isteksizce de olsa AK Parti ve Erdogan’in yaninda yer aldilar. Bu
destegin nedeni, Giilencilerin giiciinden muhalefet partilerinin de tirkmiis
olmastydi. “7 Subat MIT krizi”nin ve “17/25 Aralik"in Giilen Cemaati'nin
ulastig1 operasyon giiciinii gostermis olmasi muhalefetin isteksizce de olsa

AK Parti ve Erdogan’in yaninda durmasinda ¢ok etkili oldu.

15 Temmuz 2016 askeri darbe girisimine giden siirecte Giilen
Cemaati’nin sadece biirokratik kadrolar: tasfiye edilmekle kalinmad:.
Egitim kurumlary, iktisadi tesekkiiller gibi Giilencilere ait tiim kurumlara
yonelik biiytik bir baski ve tasfiye operasyonu hizla yiiriirlige girdi. Bu
donemde Giilen Cemaati’nin {ist ve orta diizey yoneticilerinin biiytik

cogunlugu Tirkiye digina ¢iker.

2016ya gelindiginde TSK disinda tiim biirokraside Giilencilerin tasfiyesi
tiim hiziyla sirmekteydi. Artik gozler Agustos 2016’ da yapilacak Yiiksek
Askeri Sura (YAS) toplantisina ¢evrilmisti. Geleneksel olarak her yil
Agustos ayinda yapilan YAS toplantlarinda o yilin sonunda terfi edecek
ve emekli olacak TSK personeli belirlenir. Agustos 2016’da yapilacak
YAS toplantisinda ise ana giindem maddesi TSK icindeki Giilencilerin
tasfiyesiydi. Basinda MIT Miistesar1 Hakan Fidan'in YAS'ta tasfiye
edilecek Giilenci subaylarin listesini hazirladigina dair habetler ¢ikiyordu.
Simdi sira TSK’ya gelmisti ama gok gizli yiiriitiilen TSK 6rgiitlenmesini
¢ozmek hi¢ de o kadar kolay olmayacakti. Iste boyle bir atmosferde 15
Temmuz 2016’da basarisiz askeri darbe girisimi geldi. Basarisiz darbe
girisiminin ardindan TSK’daki Giilenci subaylarin tasfiyesi basladu.
Yapilan tasfiyenin boyutlari Giilencilerin TSK’da oldukea genis ve ist

diizey kadrolara uzanan bir érgiitlenme diizeyine ulastugini gosteriyor.
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15 Temmuz 2016 darbe girisiminden Ocak 2019’2 kadar Milli
Savunma Bakanligrnin resmi verilerine gore, 15.154 TSK personeli
meslekten ¢ikaruldi. Bunlarin 150’si general ve amiral, 7595’1 ise subay

statiisiindeydi.

Giilen Cemaati’ne yonelik tasfiye operasyonu TSK’nin yani sira Emniyet
ve yargt biirokrasisinde de devasa boyutlara ulagti. Giilen Cemaati'ne
yonelik agilan ‘FETO’ sorusturmalart ve davalariyla ilgili olarak Adalet
Bakanligrnin 18 Ocak 2019 tarihli resmi istatistigine gére, FETO’den
adli islem yapilanlarin sayisi 500.650. Bunlarin 379.732’sini erkekler,
103.517’sini ise kadinlar olusuyor. FETO iiyeligi iddiastyla 2 bin 60
¢ocuga da adli islem yapildi. Cezaevlerinde FETO gerekgesiyle 30.679
kisi bulunuyor. Bunlardan 18.679’u hiikiimlii, digerleri ise tutuklu.
FETO’den sorusturma veya kovusturma gegirirken kacan 22.001 kisi
hakkinda ise yakalama karari ¢ikarild: ve halen bu kisiler araniyor.
24.335’i sorusturma, 53.020’si kovusturma asamasinda olmak {izere
77.355 kisi hakkinda adli kontrol karart uygulaniyor. Toplam olarak
yine Ocak 2019’a kadar gorevden uzaklagtirilan kamu personeli say1st
ise 109.000’i buluyor. Bunlarin 25’i vali, 75’i vali yardimcisi, 117’si
kaymakam, 2.300’t hakim ve savci, 31 bini Emniyet, 4500t ise

jandarma personeli.

Tabii bu érgiitlenmenin sivil kanadi da tasfiye operasyonundan nasibini
fazlasiyla aldi. 15 Temmuz 2016 sonrasinda ilan edilen Olaganiistii Hal
(OHAL) déneminde 35 saglik kurumu, 1043 6zel egitim kurumu, 1229

vakif ve dernek, 19 sendika ve 15 6zel tiniversite kapatildi.

[ste bu tablo bir dini cemaatin biirokraside orgiitlenme diizeyinin
nerelere kadar ulasabilecegini gosteriyor. Ustelik farkli egilimlerden pek
cok arastirmaci ve uzman, biirokraside kendisini gizlemeyi basaran pek

cok Giilenci oldugunu iddia ediyor.
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Fethullah Giilen’in TSK’dan Emniyete, egitim kurumlarindan sivil
toplum kuruluglarina uzanan kendisine bagli béyle devasa bir kadroyu
nasil olusturdugu sorusuna yanit vermek bu ¢alimanin sinirlarini
asan ayrintili bir ¢aligmay1 gerektiriyor. Ancak bu ¢alisma ¢ercevesinde
su kadarini sdylemekle yetinelim: 40 yil boyunca kadro yetistirmeyi
hedefleyen, karizmatik bir dini liderin son derece titiz ve yogun faaliyeti
bu sonucu getirmistir. Yukarida Said Nursi ve Nur Risalelerinden
soz ederken ifade ettigimiz “imanli kusaklarin devleti ve toplumu
yonetmesi” ideali, Fethullah Giilen’in 40 yillik ¢abasina ilham kaynagt
olmusgtur. Ancak bugiin gelinen noktada, Tiirkiye’deki neredeyse tiim
kadrolart ve kurumlar: tasfiye edilmis ve tilke kamuoyunda neredeyse
higbir destegi, miittefiki olmayan Giilen Cemaati’nin kisa ve orta vadede
Tiirkiye’de yeniden canlanma ihtimali yok denecek kadar azdir. Ote
yandan Giilencilerin 134 tilkedeki binlerce egitim kurumu da Tiirkiye
Disisleri ve Istihbaratrnin kararli galismasiyla tasfiye ediliyor. Tiirkiye’de
varlig1 tiikenme noktasina gelmis Giilen Cemaati’nin diinya genelinde de

varligini uzun siire devam ettirmesi bu sartlarda miimkiin goériinmiiyor.

78 yasinda ve ciddi saglik sorunlariyla miicadele eden Fethullah Giilen’in
oliimiinden sonra Giilen Cemaati’'nin béliiniip, dagilacagini 6ngormek

bir kehanet olmaz."”

Siileymancilar

Sileyman Hilmi Tunahanin 6nciiligiinde ortaya ¢ikugr icin
‘Stileymancilik’ olarak bilinen tarikat Ttrkiye’de her donemde oldukga

tartigma konusu olmustur. Siileymacilik’t anlamak icin 6nce Siileyman

17 Tiirkiye disina kacan Giilen Cemaati mensuplar: arasinda siddetli tartismalar yagandigini farkls
sosyal medya organlarinda ve internet sitelerindeki yayinlarindan gzlemlemek miimkiin. Bu
yayinlara géz atildiginda Fethullah Giilen’in 6liimiiniin ardindan Giilen Cemaati’nin en az iki
veya ii¢ gruba boliinecegini 6ngdérmek miimkiin. Yapilan bu sert tartismalari bir uzlasmayla
sonlandiracak giiglii ve karizmatik bir lider aday: simdilik s6z konusu degil. Giilen’in 6liimiiniin
ardindan yerine gegebilecegi diisiiniilen isimlerin hepsi bu sert tartisma ortamlarinda degisik
su¢lamalara maruz kaliyorlar.
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Hilmi Tunahan’in kim oldugundan baslayalim. Naksibdendi bir din
bilgini olarak bilinen Tunahan 1888’de giiniimiizde Bulgaristan sinirlar:
icinde kalan, Osmanli doneminde ise Balkanlar’da Miisliiman niifusun
en yogun oldugu schirlerden biri olan Silistre’de dogdu. 1907°de din
egitimi almak icin Istanbul’a gelen Tunahan, 1920’de Bulgaristan
vatandasligindan Osmanli vatandashigina gecti ve 1959’daki 6liimiine
kadar I[stanbul’da yasad1. 1922’de miiderris yani din egitmeni oldu ancak
1924’te Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu yiiriirlige girince miderrislikten istifa
etti ve ciftcilige basladi. 1938°de vaizlik gorevine baslayan Tunahan,
cami odalarinda ve evlerin bodrum katlarinda gizli olarak dini dersler
vermeye basladi. Bunun iizerine 1943’te vaizlik belgesi Iisleri Bakanlig:
tarafindan iptal edildi. Cok partili déneme gecis siirecinde 1950°de
Tunahan’in vaizlik belgesi geri verildi. Istanbul’un degisik semtlerindeki
camilerde verdigi vaazlarla genis halk kitleleri tarafindan taninan
Tunahan, 1950°de ¢ok partili sisteme gegisle birlikte saglanan kismi
ozgiirlitk ortaminda din egitimi faaliyetlerini yogunlastirdi. Hizli bir
sekilde kitlesellesen din dersleri siyasi iktidari tedirgin etti. 1956’da
Tunahan’in ders verdigi yerlere, polis baskinlari diizenlendi. Tunahan
hakkinda sorusturmalar ve davalar agild1. Buna ragmen o ders gruplarin:
gonderdi. Kendisinin Istanbul’da verdigi din derslerinin 6grencileri

araciligiyla iilkenin her yerinde verilmesini saglamaya calist1.

Tunahan’in 1959’da vefat etmesinin ardindan damadi Kemal Kagar,
o doénemde olusmus olan Siileymancilar Cemaati’nin lideri oldu.
Kemal Kagar 2000 yilindaki oliimiine kadar 40 yildan uzun bir siire
Stileymancilar Cemaati’nin hem kitle tabaninin genislemesinde hem de
ekonomik ve sosyal agidan giiclenmesinde ¢ok 6nemli bir rol oynamustir.
Kagar’in liderligi doneminde her zaman merkez sag partilere destek veren
Stileymancilar RP gelenegi ve Necmettin Erbakan’la aralarinda mesafe

koymaya 6zen gostermiglerdir. 1980’lere kadar Siilleyman Demirel’in
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Adalet Partisi’ni destekleyen ve hatta bu partiden ti¢ dénem, 1965, 1969
ve 1977°de milletvekili olan Kemal Kagar, 1980’lerde Turgut Ozal'in
ANAP’in1 destekledi. Kemal Kagar 2000 yilinda sldiigiinde Istanbul’da
diizenlenen cenaze torenine bir milyon kisinin katilmis olmasi, Kagar’in

déneminde Siileymancilarin nasil bir giice doniistiigiinii gosteriyor.

Kemal Kagarin 6limiiniin ardindan Siileyman Hilmi Tunahan’in
torunlarindan Arif Ahmet Denizolgun cemaatin liderligine getirildi.
Denizolgun, Kemal Kacar heniiz hayattayken 1995 secimlerinde RP’den
milletvekili olsa da 28 Subat siirecinde ANAP’a ve ANAP’in o donemki
lideri Mesut Yilmaz'a yakinlasti ve Mesut Yilmaz baskanligindaki 55.
Hiikiimet'te Ulagtirma Bakani olarak gorev yapti. 2002 secimlerinde de
ANAP’t destekleyen Denizolgun, ANAP’in baraji gecemeyip Meclis’e
girememesi ve AK Parti’nin tek basina iktidar olmasi karsisinda gii¢
durumda kaldi. Ote yandan Denizolgun'un diger kardesi Mehmet
Denizolgun AK Parti kuruculari arasinda yer aldi ve AK Parti’den
[stanbul milletvekili oldu. Bu durum Siileymancilarin béliinmesi
olarak agiklansa da iki kardes arasindaki bu goriis ayrilig1 cemaatte bir
boliinmeyle sonuglanmadi. AK Parti iktidari déneminde son yillara
kadar siyasi iktidarla iligkileri mesafeli olan Siileymancilar, AK Parti-
Giilen Cemaati ¢atigmasinda siyasi iktidardan yana tavir alinca buzlar da
erimeye bagladi. Buna ragmen Ahmet Denizolgun’dan sonra cemaatin
lideri olan Alihan Kuris, 2018 se¢imlerinde siirpriz sekilde Meral
Aksener’in [Y1 Parti’sini destekledi. AK Parti’nin kuruculari arasinda yer
alan Mehmet Denizolgun ise AK Parti’ye ve Cumhurbagkani Erdogan’a
destegini acikladi. Cemaatin Gist kademesindeki siyasi tercihlerin son
donemde ¢ok etkili olmadig, Stileymancilarin biyiik ¢ogunlugunun

AK Parti’ye oy verdikleri cemaate yakin gevrelerde sik sik dile getiriliyor.
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Sonug

Tiirkiye'de tarikatlar ve siyaset iliskisi cok partili sisteme gecilen 1950°den
bu yana kamuoyunun giindeminde olmustur. 1923 — 1950 arasindaki
tek parti doneminde devletin ¢ok yonlii baskisina maruz kalan tarikatlar,
1950’den sonra kendi varliklarina ve faaliyetlerine olumlu bakan partilere
yoneldiler. Bu partiler de her zaman sag ve merkez sag partiler oldular.
1960’1arin sonunda siyaset sahnesine ¢ikan ve 1990’larin sonuna kadar
ylikselis ivmesi gosteren Necmettin Erbakan liderligindeki Refah Partisi
gelenegiyle, 2001’de kurulup 2002’de girdigi ilk secimlerde tek bagina
iktidar olan, 17 yildir da iktidarda olan AK Parti arasinda bu agidan
onemli bir fark vardir. AK Parti, Tiirkiye siyasi tarihinde tarikatlarin
biiyiik cogunlugunun destegini alabilmis ve bu destegi glintimiize kadar
kalict kilabilmis tek partidir. Tarikatlar nezdinde AK Parti onlara destek
veren, onlerini agan, hizmetlerine yardim eden ve dindar insanlarin

yonettigi bir siyasi partidir.

Ozellikle 2010’larin basinda patlak veren AK Parti — Giilen Cemaati
catismasinda neredeyse tiim tarikatlar AK Parti iktidarindan yana tavir
aldilar. Bu destegin tek nedeni tarikatlarin AK Parti’ye olan sempatisi
degildir. Giilen Cemaati’'nin devleti ele gegirmeye yonelik hamleleri de

diger tarikatlar1 kaygilandirmistr.

Tarikatlardan siyasal iktidara karst acik, sert elestiriler ve tepkiler
beklemek anlamsizdir. Dindar bir birey olarak yazarlar, kanaat 6nderleri
bunu yapabilirler. Ancak tarikatlar kolektif ¢ikarlart temsil eden
cemaat yapilar1 olarak hareket ederler. AK Parti, biitiin zaaflarina ve
olumsuzluklarina ragmen tarikatlar i¢in hala onlarin kolektif ¢ikarlarini
koruyabilecek tek siyasi parti olma ozelligi tasimakeadir. AK Parti tek

ana siyasal merkez olduke¢a, tarikatlara ve cemaatlere 6zgiir ¢aligma
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ortami sagladik¢a ve dini degerleri savunduke¢a secimlerde onlarin

oylarini almaya devam edecektir.

Bu ¢ergevede Kiirt sorunu ve ¢dziim siireci gibi konularda tarikatlardan
siyasi iktidardan 6zerk tutum takinmasini beklemek gercekei olmaz.
Bugiine kadar oldugu gibi bundan sonra da AK Parti, ¢oziim siirecine
olumlu yaklastigi siireclerde, tarikatlarin destegini alacaktir. Coziim
stirecinin rafa kalkugi donemlerde de tarikatlar yine AK Parti’nin
safinda yer alacaklardir. Yukarida degindigimiz Med Zehra grubu gibi
Kiirt agirlikli gruplar diginda diger tarikatlardan AK Parti iktidarina
mubhalif bir tutum beklemek gercekei degildir.

Giilen Cemaati’nin son yillarda yasadiklari AK Parti acisindan gretici
olmustur. AK Parti ve lideri Erdogan herhangi bir tarikatin biirokraside
asir1 giliclenmesinden rahatsiz  olmaktadir. Yukarida Iskenderpasa
Cemaati ve Menzil Cemaati béliimlerinde degindigimiz gibi AK Parti
ve Erdogan, belli bir tarikatin belli bir alandaki gii¢ konsantrasyonunu

engellemek i¢in tarikatlar1 birbirine karsi kullanmaktadir.

Ayrica Giilen Cemaati deneyiminden sonra Tiirkiye kamuoyunda da
tarikat benzeri yapilanmalara karsi gecmiste oldugundan daha mesafeli
bir tutum s6z konusudur. Kamuoyu herhangi bir tarikatin belli bir
alanda agir1 giiglenmesine reaksiyon gostermektedir. Bu tepki, ge¢cmiste
oldugu gibi sadece laiklige asirt duyarli, ulusalct egilimler gosteren
kesimlerden gelmemektedir. AK Parti’yi destekleyen dindar gevrelerde
de herhangi bir tarikatin siyaset ve biirokrasideki gii¢ konsantrasyonu
elestiri konusu olabilmektedir. Bu, 6niimiizdeki dénemde herhangi
bir tarikatin ge¢miste Giilen Cemaati’'nin ulastigr giice ulasabilmesi

yoniindeki en 6nemli engellerden biri olacakuur.

Giilen Cemaati’nin 2010’larda giintimiize yasadig1 biiyiik tasfiye siireci

basta TSK, Emniyet ve yargt olmak tizere biirokrasinin pek ¢ok alaninda
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ciddi bir bosluk dogurmustur. Bosalan kadrolara elbette toplumdaki
pek ¢ok cikar grubu gibi tarikatlar da goz dikmis, AK Parti’yle olan
yakinliklar1 dolayistyla da bunda belli dl¢iilerde basarili olmusglardir.
Ancak bu kadrolar i¢in miicadele eden sadece tarikatlar degildir. Ornegin
15 Temmuz darbe girisimini ardindan AK Parti’ye ve Erdogan’a destek
verenn MHP (Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi) de biirokraside kadrolagma
konusunda ciddi ¢aba géstermektedir. Biirokraside MHP egiliminin son
yillarda ne kadar giiclendigine dair bugiine kadar kamuoyuna agiklanmig
herhangi bir somut arastirma olmasa da segimlere ‘Millet Ittifaki’ ad:
alunda AK Parti’yle birlikte giren MHP’nin biirokratik kadrolasmada

bunu bir avantaja doniistiirmiis olmast giiclii bir olasiliktur.

Tiirkiye kamuoyunun giindemine son dénemde damgasini vuran
“buirokraside kadrolasma” konusu, “yeni anayasa ve kurumsal
reformlar” ihtiyaciyla yakindan iligkilidir. 2018’de yiiriirlige giren
“‘cumhurbagkanligi  hitkiimet ~ sistemi” Turkiye'nin anayasa ve
kurumsal reformlar ihtiyacini ¢dzmek bir yana bu ihtiyact daha da
cok hissettirmektedir. Cumhurbagkani Erdogan’in istek ve talepleri
dogrultusunda olusturulan yeni sistem Tirkiye’yi bir “tek adam
rejimi’nin kiyisina getirmis, bu da Ordu, Emniyet ve yargt olmak tizere
biirokraside asiri merkezilesmeyle birlikte kaotik bir belirsizlik ortami
dogmustur. Ulkenin bu kosullardan ¢ikmasinin tek kalict yolu, genis
toplumsal kesimlerin mutabakatiyla ortaya ¢ikacak demokratik bir
anayasaya eslik eden hukuk, yargi, ekonomi yonetimi gibi alanlari iceren
kurumsal reformlarin ytriirliige konmasidir. Biirokraside ihtiyag duyulan
denetim mekanizmasi ancak yeni anayasa ve kurumsal reformlar yoluyla
hayata gecebilir. Bu gerceklesmedigi siirece, biirokrasideki kadrolagma

tartigmalari ve sdylentileri artarak siireceketir.
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DPI Aims and Objectives

Aims and objectives of DPI include:

To contribute to broadening bases and providing new platforms for
discussion on establishing a structured public dialogue on peace

and democracy building.

To provide opportunities, in which different parties are able to draw
on comparative studies, analyse and compare various mechanisms

used to achieve positive results in similar cases.

To create an atmosphere whereby different parties share knowledge,
ideas, concerns, suggestions and challenges facing the development

of a democratic solution in Turkey and the wider region.

To support, and to strengthen collaboration between academics,

civil society and policy-makers.

To identify common priorities and develop innovative approaches to

participate in and influence democracy-building.

Promote and protect human rights regardless of race, colour, sex,

language, religion, political persuasion or other belief or opinion.

DPI aims to foster an environment in which different parties

share information, ideas, knowledge and concerns connected to

the development of democratic solutions and outcomes. Our work

supports the development of a pluralistic political arena capable

of generating consensus and ownership over work on key issues

surrounding democratic solutions at political and local levels.

We focus on providing expertise and practical frameworks to

encourage stronger public debates and involvements in promoting

peace and democracy building internationally. Within this context

DPI aims to contribute to the establishment of a structured
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public dialogue on peace and democratic advancement, as well
as to widen and create new existing platforms for discussions
on peace and democracy building. In order to achieve this we
seek to encourage an environment of inclusive, frank, structured
discussions whereby different parties are in the position to openly
share knowledge, concerns and suggestions for democracy building

and strengthening across multiple levels.

DPI’s objective throughout this process is to identify common
priorities and develop innovative approaches to participate in and
influence the process of finding democratic solutions. DPI also
aims to support and strengthen collaboration between academics,
civil society and policy-makers through its projects and output.
Comparative studies of relevant situations are seen as an effective
tool for ensuring that the mistakes of others are not repeated or
perpetuated. Therefore we see comparative analysis of models of
peace and democracy building to be central to the achievement of

our aims and objectives.
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DEMOKRATIK GELISIM
ENSTITUSU'NUN AMACLARI VE
HEDEFLERI

DPI'in amaglari ve hedefleri:

* Barigin ve demokrasinin insasi {zerine yapilandirilmis bir
kamusal diyalogun olusmas i¢in gerekli olan tartisma ortaminin
gelistirilmesi ve genisletilmesi.

= Farkli kesimlerin kargilastirmali calismalar vesilesiyle bir araya
gelerek, farkli diinya ornekleri ozelinde benzer durumlarda
olumlu sonuglar elde etmek i¢in kullanilmis ¢esitli mekanizmalari
incelemesine ve analiz etmesine olanak saglamak. Farkli kesimlerin
bir araya gelerek Tiirkiye ve daha genis bir cografyada demokratik
bir ¢6ziimiin gelistirilmesine yonelik bilgilerini, diistincelerini,
endiselerini, o6nerilerini, kaygilarint ve kargilagilan zorluklari
paylastigi bir ortam yaratmak. Akademisyenler, sivil toplum
orgiitleri ve karar alicilar arasindaki isbirliginin desteklemek ve

giiclendirmek.

= Ortak oncelikleri belirlemek ve demokrasi insast siirecini ve siirece
katilimi etkileyecek yenilik¢i yaklagimlar gelistirmek. Din, dil,
ik, renk, cinsiyet, siyasi goriis ve inang farki gozetmeksizin insan

haklarini tesvik etmek ve korumak.

Demokratik Gelisim Enstittisii (DPI), Tirkiye’de demokratik bir
¢oziimiin gelistirilmesi i¢in, farkli kesimlerin bir araya gelerek bilgilerini,
fikirlerini, kaygilarini ve dnerilerini paylastiklar: bir ortami tesvik etmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Caligmalarimiz, demokratik ¢oziimiin saglanmasi icin

kilit 6nem tagtyan konularda fikir birligine varma ve uzlagilan konulart
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sahiplenme yetenegine sahip ¢ogulcu bir siyasi alanin gelistirilmesini

desteklemektedir.

Kurum olarak giiglii bir kamusal tartigmayy; barisi ve demokrasiyi
uluslararast diizeyde gelistirmeye yonelik kaulimlari tegvik etmek
icin uzmanliga ve pratige dayali bir bakis acistyla hareket ediyoruz.
Bu cercevede baris ve demokratik ilerleme konusunda yapilandirilmis
bir kamusal tartigmanin olusturulmasina katkida bulunmay; baris ve
demokrasi ingast tartigmalari i¢in yeni platformlar yaratmayi ve mevcut

platformlari genisletmeyi amagliyoruz.

Bu amaglara ulagabilmenin geregi olarak, farkli kesimlerin demokrasinin
insast ve gliglendirmesi i¢in bilgilerini, endiselerini ve onerilerini
agtkca paylasabilecekleri kapsayici, samimi ve yapilandirilmis tartigma
ortamint gesitli seviyelerde tegvik etmeye calistyoruz. DPI olarak farkl:
projelerimiz araciligtyla akademi, sivil toplum ve karar alicilar arasindaki

isbirligini desteklemeyi ve giiclendirmeyi de hedefliyoruz.
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Board Members /.
Yonetim Kurulu Uyeleri

-\

Kerim Yildiz (Chief Executive Officer / Icra Kurulu Baskani)

Kerim Yildiz is an expertin conflict resolution, peacebuilding, international
human rights law and minority rights, having worked on numerous projects
in these areas over his career. Yildiz has received a number of awards,
including from the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights for his services
to protect human rights and promote the rule of law in 1996, and the Sigrid
Rausing Trust’s Human Rights award for Leadership in Indigenous and
Minority Rights in 2005. Yildiz is also a recipient of the 2011 Gruber Prize
for Justice. He has also written extensively on international humanitarian

law, conflict, and various human rights mechanisms.

Kerim Yildiz catisma ¢oziimii, barisin ingast, uluslararasi insan haklari ve
azinlik haklari konusunda uzman bir isimdir ve kariyeri boyunca bu alanlarda
cok cesitli projelerde calismustir. Kerim Yildiz, 1996 yilinda insan haklarinmn
korunmasi ve hukuk kurallarinin uygulanmasi yoniindeki ¢abalarindan otiirii
Insan Haklar1 I¢in Avukatlar Komitesi Odiilii ne, 2005te Sigrid Rausing Trust
Vakfrnin Azinlik Haklarr alaninda Liderlik Odiilivne ve 2011°de ise Gruber
Vakfi Uluslararast Adalet Odiilivne laytk goriilmiistiir. Uluslararast insan
haklar1 hukuku, insancil hukuk ve azinlik haklart konularinda 6nemli bir isim
olan Yildiz, uluslararast insan haklart hukuku ve insan haklar1 mekanizmalari
tizerine gok sayida yazili esere sahiptir.
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Nicholas Stewart QC (Chair / Yonetim Kurulu Bagkani)

Nicholas Stewart, QC, is a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge
(Chancery and Queen’s Bench Divisions) in the United Kingdom. He is
the former Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and
‘Wales and former President of the Union Internationale des Avocats. He
has appeared at all court levels in England and Wales, before the Privy
Council on appeals from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and the
Bahamas, and in the High Court of the Republic of Singapore and the
European Court of Human Rights. Stewart has also been the chair of the
Dialogue Advisory Group since its founding in 2008.

Tecriibeli bir hukuke¢u olan Nick Stewart Birlesik Krallik Yiiksek Mahkemesi
(Chancery and Queen’s Bench Birimi) ikinci hakimidir. Gegmiste Ingiltere
ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklari Komitesi Baskanligi (Bar Human Rihts
Committee of England and Wales) ve Uluslararast Avukatlar Birligi (Union
Internationale des Avocats) bagkanligi gorevlerinde bulunmustur. Ingiltere
ve Gallerde gerceklesen ve Malezya, Singapur, Hong Kong, Bahamalar,
Singapur ve Avrupa Insan Haklari mahkemelerinin temyiz konseylerinde
goriis bildirdi. Stewart, 2008'deki kurulusundan bu yana Diyalog Danigma
Grubunun bagkanligini da yiiriitiiyor.
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Priscilla Hayner

Priscilla Hayner is co-founder of the International Center for Transitional
Justice and is currently on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby
Team of Mediation Experts. She is a global expert on truth commissions
and transitional justice initiatives and has authored several books on these
topics, including Unspeakable Truths, which analyses truth commissions
globally. Hayner has recently engaged in the recent Colombia talks as
transitional justice advisor to Norway, and in the 2008 Kenya negotiations
as human rights advisor to former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
and the United Nations-African Union mediation team. Hayner has
also worked significantly in the implementation stages following a peace
agreement or transition, including Sierra Leone in 1999 and South Sudan
in 2015.

Gegis Donemi Adaleti icin Uluslararast Merkez'in (International Center for
Transitional Justice) kurucularindan olan Priscilla Hayner, ayni zamanda BM
Kidemli Arabuluculuk Danismanlari Ekibi'ndedir. Hakikat komisyonlari,
gecis donemi adaleti inisiyatifleri ve mekanizmalari konusunda kiiresel
bir uzman olan Hayner, hakikat komisyonlarini kiiresel olarak analiz
eden Unspeakable Truths (Konulmayan Gergekler) da dahil olmak {izere,
alanda pek ¢ok yayina sahiptr. Hayner, yakin zamanda Kolombiya baris
goriismelerinde Norve¢'in gecis donemi adaleti danigmani olarak ve 2008
Kenya miizakerelerinde eski BM Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan ve Birlegmis
Milleder-Afrika Birligi arabuluculuk ekibinin insan haklari danigmant olarak
gorev yapmustir. Hayner, 1999°da Sierra Leone ve 2015te Giiney Sudan da
dahil olmak tizere bir¢ok tilkede, baris anlasmast ve gecis sonrast uygulamalar:
konularinda caligmalar yapmustr.
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Arild Humlen

Arild Humlen is a lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Association’s
Legal Committee. He is widely published within a number of jurisdictions,
with emphasis on international civil law and human rights, and he has
lectured at the law faculty of several universities in Norway. Humlen is the
recipient of the Honor Prize of the Bar Association of Oslo for his work
on the rule of law and in 2015 he was awarded the Honor Prize from the
international organisation Save the Children for his efforts to strengthen

the legal rights of children.

Hukuk¢u olan Arild Humlen ayn: zamanda Norve¢ Barosu Hukuk
Komitesi’nin direkeoriidiir. Uluslararast medeni hukuk ve insan haklart
gibi yargi alanlari tizerine ¢ok sayida yazist yayinlanmis, Norve¢'te bir dizi
hukuk fakiiltesinde ders vermistir. Oslo Barosu biinyesinde Siginmacilik
ve Goe¢menlik Hukuku Davalart Calisma Grubu bagkani olarak yapugt
caligmalardan dolay1 Oslo Barosu Onur Odiili'ne layik goriilmiistiir.
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Jacki Muirhead

Jacki Muirhead was appointed Chambers Administrator at Devereux
Chambers, London, UK, in November 2015. Her previous roles include
Practice Director at FJ Cleveland LLP, Business Manager at Counsels’
Chambers Limited and Deputy Advocates Clerk at the Faculty of
Advocates, UK.

Suanda Devereux Chambers isimli hukuk firmasinda tist diizey yonetici olarak
gorev yapan Jacki Muirhead bu gorevinden 6nce Cleveland Hukuk Firmasi
calisma direktorii, Counsel’s Chambers Limited isimli hukukcular odasinda
sef katip ve Avukatlar Fakiiltesi'nde (Faculty of Advocates) pazarlama midiirti
olarak calismustir.
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Prof. David Petrasek

Professor David Petrasek is Associate Professor at Graduate School of
Public and International Affairs, University of Ottawa, Canada. He is a
former Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of Amnesty International.
He has worked extensively on human rights, humanitarian and conflict
resolution issues, including for Amnesty International (1990-96), for the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (1997-98), for
the International Council on Human Rights Policy (1998-02) and as
Director of Policy at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (2003-07).
Petrasek has also taught international human rights and humanitarian law
courses at the Osgoode Hall Law School at York University, Canada, the
Raoul Wallenberg Institute at Lund University, Sweden, and at Oxford

University.

Kanadada Ottowa Universitesi’'nde Uluslararast Siyasal Iliskiler Boliimiinde
dgretim iiyesi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Gegmiste Uluslararast Af Orgiitii
Eski Genel Sekreteri'ne basdanismanlik yapan Prof. David Petrasek,
uzun yillardir insan haklari, insancil hukuk ve uyusmazliklarin ¢oziimii
konularinda ¢aligmalar yiiriitmektedir. Bu alanlarda 6nde gelen bir uzman
ve yazardir. 1990-1996 yillari arasinda Uluslararasi Af Orgiitii, 1997-1998
yillart arasinda Birlesmis Milletler Insan Haklar: Yiiksek Komiserligi, 1998-
2002 yillart arasinda Insan Haklart Politikast iizerine Uluslararasi Konsey ve
2003-2007 yillart arasinda da Insani Diyalog Merkezi'nde Politika Boliimii
Direktorii olarak calismistir.
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Antonia Potter Prentice

Antonia Potter Prentice is currently the Director of Alliance 2015 — a
global network of humanitarian and development organisations. Prentice
has extensive experience on a range of humanitarian, development,
peacemaking and peacebuilding issues through her previous positions,
including interim Senior Gender Adviser to the Joint Peace Fund for
Myanmar and providing technical advice to the Office of the Special
Envoy of the UN Secretary General to the Yemen peace process. Prentice
has also been involved in various international organisations including
UN Women, Dialogue Advisory Group, and Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue. Prentice co-founded the Athena Consortium as part of which
she acts as Senior Manager on Mediation Support, Gender and Inclusion
for the Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) and as Senior Adviser to the
European Institute for Peace (EIP).

Antonia Potter Prentice, insani yardim kuruluglarinin ve kalkinma drgiitlerinin
kiiresel ag1 olan Ittifak 2015’in direkesriidiir. Prentice, Myanmar igin Ortak
Barig Fonu'na gegici Kidemli Cinsiyet Damgmani ve Birlesmis Milletler
Genel Sekreteri Yemen Ozel Elgisi Ofisi’ne teknik tavsiyeler vermek de dahil
olmak {izere insancil faaliyetler, kalkinma, baris yapma ve baris ingasi gibi
konularda sivil toplum biinyesinde 17 yillik bir ¢alisma tecriibesine sahiptir.
BM Kadinlari, Diyalog Danigma Grubu ve Insani Yardim Diyalogu Merkezi
gibi cesitli uluslararasi 6rgiitlerde gorev yapan Prentice, kuruculari arasinda
yer aldigt Athena Konsorsiyomu Arabuluculuk Destegi, Toplumsal Cinsiyet
ve Kaynastirma icin Kriz Yonetimi Insiyatifi'nde yoneticilik ve Avrupa Baris
Enstitiist’ne (EIP) bagdanismanlik yapmaktadir.
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Catherine Woollard

Catherine Woollard is the current Secretary General for ECRE, the
European Council for Refugees and Exiles, a pan-European alliance
of 96 NGOs protecting and advancing the rights of refugees, asylum
seekers and displaced persons. Previously she served as the Director of
the Brussels Office of Independent Diplomat, and from 2008 to 2014 she
was the Executive Director of the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office
(EPLO) — a Brussels-based network of not-for-profit organisations working
on conflict prevention and peacebuilding. She also held the positions
of Director of Policy, Communications and Comparative Learning at
Conciliation Resources, Senior Programme Coordinator (South East
Europe/CIS/Turkey) at Transparency International and Europe/Central
Asia Programme Coordinator at Minority Rights Group International.
Woollard has additionally worked as a consultant advising governments on
anti-corruption and governance reform, as a lecturer in political science,
teaching and researching on the EU and international politics, and for the

UK civil service.

Catherine Woollard, Avrupa Miilteci ve Siirgiinler Konseyi (ECRE) Genel
Sekreteridir. ECRE, Avrupa iilkelerinin ittifakina dayali ve uluslararasi
koruma alaninda ¢alisan yaklagik 96 sivil toplum kurulusunun tiye oldugu
bir agdir. Ge¢miste Bagimsiz Diplomatlar Grubuw’'nun Briiksel Ofis Direkeorii
olarak calisan Woollard 2008-2014 yillar1 arasinda ¢atismanin dnlenmesi ve
barigin ingaast tizerine ¢aligan sivil toplum kuruluglarinin olusturdugu bir ag
olan Avrupa Baris Insaast Irtibat Biirosu'nun direktorii olarak gorev yapmustir.
Conciliation Resourcesda Siyaset, [letisim ve Kargilastirmalt Ogrenme Birimi
Direktorii, Transparency Internationalda Giineydogu Avrupa ve Tirkiye
Kidemli Program Koordinatorii, Minority Rights Group'da Avrupa ve Orta
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Asya Program Koordinatorii olarak gorev yapmistr. Hitkiimetlere yolsuzluk
konusunda danigmanlik hizmeti vermis, akademisyen olarak Birlesik
Krallik'taki kamu kurumu ¢alisanlarina siyaset bilimi, AB {izerine egitim ve

arastirma ve uluslararasi politika alanlarinda dersler vermistir.




POLITICS AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN TURKEY
TURKIYE'DE TARIKATLAR VE SIYASET

Council of Experts /
Uzmanlar Kurulu Uyeleri

Bertie Ahern

Bertie Ahern is the former Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland, a position
to which he was elected following numerous Ministerial appointments as
well as that of Deputy Prime Minister. A defining moment of Mr Ahern’s
three terms in office as Taoiseach was the successful negotiation of the
Good Friday Agreement in April 1998. Mr Ahern held the Presidency of
the European Council in 2004, presiding over the historic enlargement of
the EU to 27 member states. Since leaving Government in 2008 Mr Ahern
has dedicated his time to conflict resolution and is actively involved with
many groups around the world. Current roles include Co-Chair of The
Inter Action Council; Member of the Clinton Global Initiative; Member of
the International Group dealing with the conflict in the Basque Country;
Honorary Adjunct Professor of Mediation and Conflict Intervention in
NUI Maynooth; Member of the Kennedy Institute of NUI Maynooth;
Member of the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin; Member of the
Varkey Gems Foundation Advisory Board; Member of Crisis Management
Initiative; Member of the World Economic Forum Agenda Council on
Negotiation and Conflict Resolution; Member of the IMAN Foundation;
Advisor to the Legislative Leadership Institute Academy of Foreign Affairs;
Senior Advisor to the International Advisory Council to the Harvard
International Negotiation Programme; and Director of Co-operation
Ireland.

Tecriibeli bir siyasetci olan Bertie Ahern bir dizi bakanlik gérevinden sonra
Irlanda Cumhuriyeti Basbakani olarak gorev yapmustir. Bertie Ahern’in
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basbakanlik yaptgi dsnemdeki en belirleyici gelisme 1998 yilinin Nisan ayinda
Hayirli Cuma Anlasmast’yla sonuglanan baris goriismesi miizakerelerinin
baglatlmasi olmugstur. Ahern, 2004 yilinda Avrupa Konseyi baskanlig
gorevini yiiriitiirken Avrupa Birligi'nin tiye tilke saysinin 27’ye cikugs tarihsel
stiregte pay! olan en 6nemli isimlerden biri olmustur. 2008 yilinda aketif
siyasetten ¢ekilen Bertie Ahern o tarihten bu yana biitiin zamanini ¢atigma
¢oziimil ¢aligmalarina ayirmakea ve bu amagla pek ¢ok grupla temaslarda
bulunmakrtadir. Ahern’in hali hazirda sahip oldugu tinvanlar sunlardir: The
Inter Action Council Esbagkanligi, Clinton Kiiresel Insiyatifi Uyeligi, Bask
Ulkesindeki Catisma Uzerine Calisma Yiiriiten Uluslararast Grup Uyeligi,
Irlanda Ulusal Universitesi Arabuluculuk ve Catismaya Miidahale Boliimii
Fahri Profesorliigii, Berlin Kiiltiirel Diplomasi Enstitiisit Uyeligi, Varkey
Gems Vakfi Danisma Kurulu Uyeligi, Kriz Idaresi Inisiyatifi Uyeligi, Diinya
Ekonomik Forumu Miizakere ve Catisma Coziimii Forumu Konsey Uyeligi,
Harvard Uluslararast Miizakere Programi Uluslararast Danigmanlar Konseyi
Bagdanigmani.
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Dermot Ahern

Dermot Ahern is a former Irish Member of Parliament and Government
Minister and was a key figure for more than 20 years in the Irish peace
process, including in negotiations for the Good Friday Agreement and the
St Andrews Agreement. He also has extensive experience at the EU Council
level, including as a key negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional
and Lisbon Treaties. In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, to be a Special Envoy on the issue of UN Reform.

Gegmiste Irlanda Parlamentosu milletvekilligi ve kabinede bakanlik
gorevlerinde bulunan Dermot Ahern, 20 yildan fazla bir siire Irlanda baris
siirecinde anahtar bir rol oynamustir ve bu siire icinde Belfast Anlagmasi
(Hayirli Cuma Anlagmasi) ve St. Andrews Anlagsmast i¢in yapilan miizakerelere
dahil olmustur. AB Konseyi seviyesinde de 6nemli tecriibeleri olan Ahern, AB
Anayasasi ve Lizbon Antlasmalari siirecinde de 6nemli bir arabulucu ve imzact
olmustur. 2005 yilinda dénemin Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri Kofi
Annan tarafindan BM Reformu konusunda 6zel temsilci olarak atanmistir.
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Prof. Dr. Agkin Asan

Professor Dr. Agkin Asan is an executive board member of the Maarif
Foundation, a member of Turkey’s Democracy Platform, and a faculty
member at Istanbul Ticaret University. Elected asa Member of the Turkish
Grand National Assembly from Ankara, Prof. Dr. Asan served as a vice
president of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and was
a member of the Turkish Delegation of the Parliamentary Union of the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference during her time in parliamentary
office. She is a former Deputy Minister of Family and Social Policies (2011-
2014) and was Rector of Avrasya University in Trabzon between 2014-
2017.

Maarif Vakfi Miitevelli Heyeti tiyesi ve Tiirkiye Demokrasi Platformu kurucu
tiyesi olan Askin Asan, 23. Donem'de Ankara Milletvekili olarak Parlamentoda
gorev yaptt. TBMM'de Akdeniz Parlamenter Asamblesi (APA) Tiirk Grubu
Bagkan1, Milli Egitim, Genglik ve Spor Komisyonu ve IKOPAB Tiirk Grubu
Uyesi oldu. 2011-2014 Yillart arasinda Aile ve Sosyal Politikalar Bakanlig
Bakan Yardimcisi gorevini yiirtittii. 2014-2017 yillari arasinda Avrasya
Universitesi’nin rektorliigiinii yapan Asan, su an Istanbul Ticaret Universitesi
ogretim tyesidir.
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Prof. Dr. Mehmet Asutay

Profressor Dr. Mehmet Asutay is a Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic
Political Economy & Finance at the Durham University Business School,
UK. He researches, teaches and supervises research on Islamic political
economy and finance, Middle Eastern economic development and finance,
the political economy of the Middle East, including Turkish and Kurdish
political economies. He is the Director of the Durham Centre for Islamic
Economics and Finance and the Managing Editor of the Review of Islamic
Economics, as well as Associate Editor of the American Journal of Islamic
Social Science. He is the Honorary Treasurer of the BRISMES (British
Society for Middle Eastern Studies); and of the IAIE (International
Association for Islamic Economics).

Dr. Mehmet Asutay, Ingilteredeki Durham Universitesi'nin Isletme
Fakiiltesi'nde Ortadogu'nun Islami Siyasal Ekonomisi ve Finansi alaninda
profesor olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Asutay Tiirk ve Kiirt siyasal ekonomisi,
[slami siyasal ekonomi, ve Ortadogu'da siyasal ekonomi konularinda dersler
vermekte, arastirmalar yapmakta ve yapilan arasurmalara danigmanlik
yapmaktadir.
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Ali Bayramoglu

Ali Bayramoglu is a writer and political commentator. Since 1994, he has
contributed as a columnist for a variety of newspapers. He is currently a
columnist for Al-Monitor. He is a member of the former Wise Persons
Committee in Turkey, established by then-Prime Minister Erdogan.

Yazar ve siyaset yorumcusu olan Ali Bayramoglu uzun yillar giinliik yayinlanan
Yeni Safak gazetesinde kdse yazarligi yapmisur. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in
basbakanligr déneminde olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyetinde yer almustir.
Bayramoglu kése yazilarina su an Al-Monitorde devam etmektedir.
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Prof. Christine Bell

Professor Christine Bell is a legal expert based in Edinburgh, Scotland.
She is Professor of Constitutional Law and Assistant Principal (Global
Justice) at the University of Edinburgh, Co-director of the Global Justice
Academy, and a member of the British Academy. She was chairperson
of the Belfastbased human rights organization, the Committee on the
Administration of Justice, from 1995-7, and a founder member of the
Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission established under the terms
of the Belfast Agreement. In 1999 she was a member of the European
Commission’s Committee of Experts on Fundamental Rights. She is an
expert on transitional justice, peace negotiations, constitutional law and
human rights law. She regularly conducts training on these topics for
diplomats, mediators and lawyers, has been involved as a legal advisor in a
number of peace negotiations, and acted as an expert in transitional justice
for the UN Secretary-General, the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, and UNIFEM.

[skogya'nin baskenti Edinburgh’ta faaliyet yiiriiten bir hukuk¢udur. Edinburgh
Universitesinde Anayasa hukuku profesorii olarak ve ayni iiniversite
biinyesindeki Kiiresel Adalet Projesinde Midiir yardimcist olarak gorev
yapmaktadir. Ingiliz Akademisi iiyesi de olan Bell, 1995-1997 yillar1 arasinda
Belfast merkezli Insan Haklar1 6rgiitii Adalet Idaresi Komisyonu baskani ve
Belfast Anlagmast sartlari gergevesinde kurulan Kuzey Irlanda Insan Haklar:
Komisyonu kurucu iiyesi olarak gérev yapu. 1999:da ise Avrupa Komisyonu
Temel Haklar Uzmanlar Komitesi iyeliginde bulundu.Temel uzmanlik
alanlar1 Gegis Donemi Adaleti, Baris Miizakereleri, Anayasa Hukuku ve Insan
Haklart olan Prof. Bell, aynt zamanda bu konularda diplomat, arabulucu ve
hukukeulara egitim vermekte, BM Genel Sekreterligi, Insan Haklar1 Yiiksek
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Komiserligi Ofisi ve UNIFEM’in de dahil oldugu kurumlarda hukuk
danigmani olarak gorev yapmakradir.
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Cengiz Candar

Cengiz Candar is currently a columnist for Al-Monitor, a widely respected
online magazine that provides analysis on Turkey and the Middle East. He
is a former war correspondent and an expert on the Middle East. He served
as a special adviser to the former Turkish president, Turgut Ozal. Cengiz
Candar is a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the Stockholm University
Institute for Turkish Studies (SUITS).

Kidemli bir gazeteci ve kdse yazart olan Candar uzun yillar Radikal gazetesi
icin kose yazarligi yapmusur. Al Monitor haber sitesinde kose yazarlig
yapmaktadir. Ortadogu konusunda 6énemli bir uzman olan Candar, bir
donem savas muhabiri olarak caligmis veTurkiye eski Cumhurbaskan:
merhum Turgut Ozal’a 6zel danismanlik yapmustir.
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Andy Carl

Andy Carl is an independent expert on conflict resolution and public
participation in peace processes. He believes that building peace is not
an act of charity but an act of justice. He co-founded and was Executive
Director of Conciliation Resources. Previously, he was the first Programme
Director with International Alert. He is currently an Honorary Fellow of
Practice at the School of Law, University of Edinburgh. He serves as an
adviser to a number of peacebuilding initiatives including the Inclusive
Peace and Transition Initiative at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the
Legal Tools for Peace-Making Project in Cambridge, and the Oxford
Research Group, London.

Andy Carl catisma ¢oziimil ve bars siireglerine kamusal kaulimin saglanmast
tizerine ¢aligan bagimsiz bir uzmandir. Barigin ingaasinin bir hayirseverlik
faaliyetinden ziyade adaletin yerine getirilmesi ¢abast olduguna inanan
Carl, catsma Coziimii alaninda calisan etkili kurumlardan biri olan
Conciliation Resources'un kurucularindan biridir. Bir dénem Uluslararasi
Uyari (International Alert) isimli kurumda Program Direkerii olarak gorev
yapan Carl, halen Edinburgh Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi biinyesinde Fahri
Bilim Kurulu Uyesi olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Baris ingast iizerine calisan
Cenevre Mezunlar Insiyatifi biinyesindeki Baris ve Gegis Donemi Inisiyatifi,
Cambridge’te yiiriitillen Barigin Ingast igin Yasal Araglar Projesi ve Londrada
faaliyet yiirtiten Oxford Aragurma Grubu gibi bir dizi kurum ve olusuma
danigmanlik yapmaya devam etmektedir.
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Dr. Vahap Cogkun

Dr. Vahap Coskun is a Professor of Law at University of Dicle in Diyarbakir
where he also completed his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in law. Coskun
received his PhD from Ankara University Faculty of Law. He has written
for Serbestiyet and Kurdistan24 online newspaper. He has published
books on human rights, constitutional law, political theory and social
peace. Cogkun was a member of the former Wise Persons Commission in
Turkey (Central Anatolian Region).

Dr. Vahap Coskun Diyarbakirda, Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi'nde
ogretim iiyesidir. Lisans ve lisansiistii egitimini Dicle Universitesi’nde
tamamladiktan sonra Ankara Universitesi’nde Hukuk Doktoru tamamlamustir.
Serbestiyet ve Kurdistan 24 online gazetesinde makale yazan Cogkun, insan
haklari, anayasa hukuku, siyasal teori ve toplumsal baris konulu kitaplar
yayinlamigtir. Coskun, Akil Insanlar Komisyonu'nun Ig¢ Anadolu bélgesi
tiyesiydi.
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Aysegiil Dogan

Aysegiil Dogan is a journalist who has conducted interviews, created news
files and programmes for independent news platforms. She studied at the
Faculty of Cultural Mediation and Communications at Metz University,
and Paris School of Journalism. As a student, she worked at the Ankara
bureau of Agence-France Presse (AFP), the Paris bureau of Courier
International and at the Kurdish service of The Voice of America. She
worked as a programme creator at Radyo Ekin, and as a translator-journalist
for the Turkish edition of Le Monde Diplomatique. She was a lecturer at
the Kurdology department of National Institute of Oriental Languages
and Civilizations in Paris. She worked on political communications for a
long time. From its establishment in 2011 to its closure in 2016, she worked
as a programmes coordinator at IMC TV. She prepared and presented the
programme “Giindem Miizakere” on the same channel.

Bagimsiz haber platformlarina 6zel roportaj, haber dosyast ve programlar
hazirlayan gazeteci Aysegiil Dogan; Metz Universitesi Medyasyon Kiiltiirel ve
[letisim Fakiiltesi'nin ardindan egitimine Paris Yiiksek Gazetecilik Okulu’nda
devam etti. Okul yillarinda, Fransiz Haber Ajansi-AFP’nin Ankara, Courrier
International’in Paris biirosunda ve Amerikanin Sesi Kiirtce servisinde
gazeteciligi deneyimledi. Radyo Ekin'de programei, Le Monde Diplomatique
Tiirk¢e'de gevirmen gazeteci olarak calisti. Pariste yasadig: siire icinde Dogu
Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri Enstitiisti Kiirdoloji boliimiinde okutmanlik yapti.
Uzunca bir siire siyaset iletisimi ile ilgilendi. 2011'de kurulan IMC TV
2016'da kapatlana dek; program koordinatorii olarak calisti. Ayni kanalda
“Giindem Miizakere” programuini hazirladi ve sundu. Halen iilkesindeki pek
cok meslekeast gibi etik ilkelere bagl;; bagimsiz bir gazeteci olarak caligma
aray1s, istek ve heyecanini koruyor.
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Prof. Dr. Fazil Hiisnii Erdem

Dr. Fazil Hiisnii Erdem is Professor of Constitutional Law and Head of
the Department of Constitutional Law at Dicle University, Diyarbakar.
In 2007, Erdem was a member of the commission which was established
to draft a new constitution to replace the Constitution of 1982 which was
introduced following the coup d’etat of 1980. Erdem was a member of the
Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister
Erdogan, in the team that was responsible for the South-eastern Anatolia
Region.

Fazil Hiisnii Erdem Dicle Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Anayasa Hukuku
Anabilim Dali Bagkanidir. 2007°de, 1980 darbesinin takiben yiiriirliige giren
1982 darbe anayasasini degistirmek {izere kurulan yeni anayasa hazirlama
komisyonunda yer almistir. Erdem, 2013’de Ttirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hitkiimeti
tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve ¢oziim siireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil
Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir.
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Prof. Dr. Salomén Lerner Febres

Professor Dr. Salomén Lerner Febres holds a PhD in Philosophy from
Université Catholique de Louvain. He is Executive President of the Center
for Democracy and Human Rights and Professor and Rector Emeritus
of Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. He is former President of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru. Prof. Lerner has given
many talks and speeches about the role and the nature of university, the
problems of scholar research in higher education and about ethics and
public culture. Furthermore, he has participated in numerous conferences
in Peru and other countries about violence and pacification. In addition,
he has been a speaker and panellist in multiple workshops and symposiums
about the work and findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Peru. He has received several honorary doctorates as well as numerous
recognitions and distinctions of governments and international human

rights institutions.

Prof. Salomén felsefe alanindaki doktora egitimini BelcikadakiUniversité
Catholique de Louvainde tamamlamisur. Perudaki Pontifical Catholic
Universitesi’nin onursal rektrii sifatini tastyan Prof. Salomén Lerner Febres,
ayni {iniversite biinyesindeki Demokrasi ve Insan Haklari Merkezi'nin
de bagkanligini yapmaktadir. Peru Hakikat ve Uzlasma Komisyonu eski
baskanidir. Universitenin rolii ve dogast, akademik calismalarda karsilagilan
zorluklar, etik ve kamu kiiltiirii konulu ¢ok sayida konusma yapmus, siddet
ve pasifizm konusunda Peru basta olmak tizere pek ¢ok iilkede yapilan
konferanslara konusmact olarak katilmistir.
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Prof. Mervyn Frost

Professor Mervyn Frost teaches International Relations, and was former
Head of the Department of War Studies, at King’s College London, UK.
He was previously Chair of Politics at the University of Natal, Durban,
South Africa and was President of the South African Political Studies
Association. He currently sits on the editorial boards of International
Political Sociology and the Journal of International Political Theory,
among others. He is an expert on human rights in international relations,
humanitarian intervention, justice in world politics, democratising global
governance, the just war tradition in an era of New Wars, and ethics in a
globalising world.

Londradaki Kings College’in Savas Calismalari boliimiiniin bagkanligini
yapmaktadir. Daha o6nce Giiney Afrikanin Durban sehrindeki Natal
Universiteside Siyaset Bilimi boliimiiniin baskanligini yapmistir. Giiney
Afrika Siyaset Caligmalari Enstitlisi Bagkanligi goérevinde de bulunan
Profesér Frost, Insan Haklari ve Uluslararas: liskiler, Insancil Miidahale,
Diinya Siyasetinde Adalet, Kiiresel Yonetimin Demokratiklestirilmesi, Yeni
Savaslar Déneminde Adil Savas Gelenegi ve Kiiresellesen Diinyada Etik gibi
konularda uzman bir isimdir.
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Martin Griffiths

Martin Griffiths is a senior international mediator and currently the UN’s
Envoy to Yemen. From 1999 to 2010 he was the founding Director of the
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in Geneva where he specialised in
developing political dialogue between governments and insurgents in a
range of countries across Asia, Africa and Europe. He is a co-founder of
Inter Mediate, a London based NGO devoted to conflict resolution, and
has worked for international organisations including UNICEF, Save the
Children, Action Aid, and the European Institite of Peace. Griffiths has
also worked in the British Diplomatic Service and for the UN, including
as Director of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs (Geneva), Deputy
to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (New York), Regional Humanitarian
Coordinator for the Great Lakes, Regional Coordinator in the Balkans
and Deputy Head of the Supervisory Mission in Syria (UNSMIS).

Ust diizeyde uluslararast bir arabulucu olan Martin Griffiths, uluslararast
bir arabulucudur ve yakin zamanda BM Yemen Ozel Temsilcisi olarak
atanmustir. Asya, Afrika ve Avrupa kitalarindaki cesitli tilkelerde hitkiimetler
ile isyanct gruplar arasinda siyasal diyalog gelistirilmesi {zerine calisan
Cenevredeki  Insani Diyalog Merkezi'nin (Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue) kurucu direktorii olan Martin Griffiths 1999-2010 yillart arasinda
bu gorevi sirdiirmiistiir. Catigma ¢oziimii iizerine ¢alisan Londra merkezli
Inter Mediate’in kuruculari arasinda bulunan Griffiths, UNICEF, Save the
Children ve Action Aid isimli uluslararasi kurumlarda da gorev yapmusur.
Ingiltere Diplomasi Servisi'ndeki hizmetlerinin yani sira Birlesmis Milletler
biinyesinde Cenevre Ofisi’'nde Insani Faaliyetler Boliimirnde yonetici, New
York ofisinde Acil Yardim Koordinatorii yardimeiligy, Biiytik Géller (Great
Lakes) bolgesinde Insani Yardim Koordinatorii, Balkanlarda BM Bolgesel
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Koordinatorii ve BM eski Genel Sekreteri Kofi Annan'in BM ve Arap Birligi
adina Suriye 6zel temsilciligi yapugi dénemde kendisine bag danigmanlik

yapmuistir.
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Kezban Hatemi

Kezban Hatemi holds an LL.B. from Istanbul University and is registered
with the Istanbul Bar Association. She has worked as a self employed
lawyer, as well as Turkey’s National Commission to UNESCO and a
campaigner and advocate during the Bosnian War. She was involved in
drafting the Turkish Civil Code and Law of Foundations as well as in
preparing the legal groundwork for the chapters on Religious Freedoms
and Minorities and Community Foundations within the Framework Law
of Harmonization prepared by Turkey in preparation for EU accession. She
has published articles on women’s, minority groups, children, animals and
human rights and the fight against drugs. She is a member of the former
Wise Persons Committee in Turkey, established by then Prime Minister
Erdogan, and sits on the Board of Trustees of the Technical University and
the Darulacaze Foundation.

Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi'nden mezun olduktan sonra Istanbul
Barosuna kayitli olarak avukatlik yapmaya baglamisur. Serbest avukatlik
yapmanin yant stra UNESCO Tiirkiye Milli Komisyonu'nda hukukecu olarak
gdrev yapmus, Bosna savagi sirasinda siirdiiriilen savas karsiti kampanyalarda
akdf olarak yer almistr. Tiirkiye'nin Avrupa Birligi'ne tiyelik siireci geregi
hazirlanan Uyum Yasalari Cergeve Yasasinin Dini Ozgiirliikler, Azinliklar
ve Vakiflar ile ilgili boliimlerine iligkin hukuki calismalarda yer almis, Tirk
Ceza Kanunu ve Vakiflar Kanunu'nun taslaklarinin hazirlanmasinda gérev
almigtir. Insan haklari, kadin haklari, azinlik haklari, cocuk haklari, hayvan
haklar1 ve uyusturucu ile miicadele konularinda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir.
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in bagbakanligr déneminde olusturulan Akil Insanlar
Heyetinde yer almistir. Bunun yani sira Istanbul Universitesi ile Dariilacaze
Vakfi Miitevelli heyetlerinde gorev yapmaktadir.
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Dr. Edel Hughes

Dr. Edel Hughes is a Senior Lecturer in Law at Middlesex University. Prior
to joining Middlesex University, Dr Hughes was a Senior Lecturer in Law at
the University of East London and a Lecturer in Law and the University of
Limerick. She was awarded an LL.M. and a PhD in International Human
Rights Law from the National University of Ireland, Galway, in 2003 and
2009, respectively. Her research interests are in the areas of international
human rights law, public international law, and conflict transformation,
with a regional interest in Turkey and the Middle East. She has published

widely on these areas.

Dr. Edel Hughes, Middlesex Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi'nde kidemli
ogretim iiyesidir. Daha 6nce Dogu Londra Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi ve
Limerick Universitesi'nde gorev yapan Hughes, doktorasini 2003-2009 yillar:
arasinda Irlanda Ulusal Universitesi'nde Uluslararasi Insan Haklart Hukuku
alaninda tamamlamistir. Hughes'un birgok yayininin da bulundugu ¢alisma
alanlari icinde, Orta Dogu’yu ve Turkiye'yi de kapsayan sekilde, uluslararast
insan haklari hukuku, uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve catisma ¢oziimi yer
almaktadir.
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Kadir inanir

Kadir Inanir was born in 1949 Fatsa, Ordu. He is an acclaimed actor and
director, and has starred in well over a hundred films. He has won several
awards for his work in Turkish cinema. He graduated from Marmara
University Faculty of Communication. In 2013 he became a member of
the Wise Persons Committee for the Mediterranean region.

Unlii oyuncu ve yonetmen Kadir Inanir, 100’ askin filmde rol almis ve
Tiirk sinemasina katkilarindan dolayr pek cok odiile layik goriismiistiir.
1949 senesinde Ordu, Fatsada dogan Inanir, Marmara Universitesi letisim
Fakiiltesi Radyo-Televizyon Bolimiinden mezun olmustur. 2013 senesinde
baris siirecini yonetmek amaciyla kurulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti’ne Akdeniz
Bolgesi temsilcisi olarak girmistir.
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Prof. Dr. Ahmet insel

Professor Ahmet Insel is a former faculty member of Galatasaray University
in Istanbul, Turkey and Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne University, France. He
is Managing Editor of the Turkish editing house, Iletisim, and member of
the editorial board of monthly review, Birikim. He is a regular columnist
at Cumburiyet newspaper and an author who published several books and
articles in both Turkish and French.

[letisim Yayinlari Yayin Kurulu Koordinatorliigiinii yiiriiten Ahmet Insel,
Galatasaray Universitesi ve Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Universitesi’nde
ogretim tyesi olarak gorev yapmustir. Birikim Dergisi yayin kolektifi tiyesi ve
Cumbhuriyet Gazetesinde kose yazaridir. Tiirkge ve Fransizca olmak tizere gok
sayida kitab1 ve makalesi bulunmaktadir.
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Avila Kilmurray

Avila Kilmurray is a founding member of the Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition. She was part of the Coalition’s negotiating team for the Good
Friday Agreement and has written extensively on community action, the
women’s movement and conflict transformation. She serves as an adviser
on the Ireland Committee of the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust as well
as a board member of Conciliation Resources (UK) and the Institute for
British Irish Studies. She was the first Women’s Officer for the Transport
& General Workers Union for Ireland (1990-1994) and from 1994-2014
she was Director of the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland,
managing EU PEACE funding for the re-integration of political ex-
prisoners in Northern Ireland as well as support for community-based peace
building. She is a recipient of the Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative
Philanthropy through the European Foundation Centre. Kilmurrary is
working as a consultant with The Social Change Initiative to support work
with the Migrant Learning Exchange Programme and learning on peace

building.

Avila Kilmurray, Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucusudur ve
bu siyasi partinin temsilcilerinden biri olarak Hayirli Cuma Anlagmas:
miizakerelerine kaulmistr. Toplumsal tepki, kadin hareketi ve causmanin
donitigiimii gibi konularda ¢ok sayida yazili eseri vardir. Birlesik Krallik ve
[rlandada aralarinda Conciliation Resources (Uzlasma Kaynaklari), the
Global Fund for Community Foundations (Toplumsal Vakiflar icin Kiirsel
Fon) , Conflict Resolution Services Ireland (irlanda Catisma Coziimii
Hizmetleri) ve the Institute for British Irish Studies (Britanya ve Irlanda
calismalari Enstitiisit) isimli kurumlarda yonetim kurulu tiyesi olarak gérev
yapmaktadir. 1990-94 yillari arasinda Ulagim ve Genel Isciler Sendikasi'nda
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Kadinlardan Sorumlu Yonetici olarak ¢alismis ve bu gorevi yerine getiren ilk
kadin olmugtur. 1994-2014 yillart arasinda Kuzey Irlanda Toplum Vakfi'nin
direktorligiinii yapmis ve bu gorevi sirasinda eski siyasi mahkumlarin yeniden
entegrasyonu ile barisin toplumsal zeminde yeniden ingasina dair Avrupa
Birligi fonlarinin idaresini yiirtitmiigtiir. Avrupa Vakiflar Merkezi tarafindan
verilen Yenilik¢i Hayirseverler Raymond Georis Odiilitniin de sahibidir.
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Prof. Ram Manikkalingam

Professor Ram Manikkalingam is founder and director of the Dialogue
Advisory Group, an independent organisation that facilitates political
dialogue to reduce violence. He is a member of the Special Presidential
Task Force on Reconciliation in Sri Lanka and teaches politics at the
University of Amsterdam. Previously, he was a Senior Advisor on the Sri
Lankan peace process to then President Kumaratunga. He has served as
an advisor with Ambassador rank at the Sri Lanka Mission to the United
Nations in New York and prior to that he was an advisor on International
Security to the Rockefeller Foundation. He is an expert on issues pertaining
to conflict, multiculturalism and democracy, and has authored multiple
works on these topics. He is a founding board member of the Laksham
Kadirgamar Institute for Strategic Studies and International Relations,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Amsterdam Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi Bélimi'nde misafir Profesor olarak
gorev yapmaktadir. Sri Lanka devlet bagkanina bars siireci icin  danismanlik
yapmustir. Danismanlik goérevini hala stirdiirmektedir. Uzmanlik alanlart
arasinda catisma, cokkiiltiirliilitk, demokrasi gibi konular bulunan Prof. Ram
Manikkalingam, Sri Lankadaki Laksham Kadirgamar Stratejik Caligmalar ve
Uluslararasi Iligkiler Enstitiisii niin kurucu iiyesi ve yonetim kurulu iiyesidir.

o
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Bejan Matur

Bejan Matur is a renowned Turkey-based author and poet. She has
published ten works of poetry and prose. In her writing she focuses mainly
on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue, minority issues, prison literature
and women’s rights. She has won several literary prizes and her work has
been translated into over 28 languages. She was formerly Director of the
Diyarbakir Cultural Art Foundation (DKSV). She is a columnist for the
Daily Zaman, and occasionally for the English version, Today’s Zaman.

Turkiye’nin 6nde gelen sair ve yazarlarindan biridir. Siir ve gazetecilik alaninda
yayimlanmis 10 kitab: bulunmaktadir. 2012 yilinin bagina kadar yazdigt
diizenli kdse yazilarinda Kiirt siyaseti, Ermeni sorunu, giindelik siyaset, azinlik
sorunlari, cezaevi yazilari ve kadin sorunu gibi konulari islemistir. Yapitlar: 28
degisik dile cevrilen Matur, ¢ok sayida edebiyat odiilti sahibidir. Diyarbakur
Kiltiir ve Sanat Vakfi Kurucu Bagkanligt gorevinde bulunmustur.
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Prof. Monica McWilliams

Professor Monica McWilliams teaches in the Transitional Justice Institute
at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. She currently serves on a three-
person panel established by the Northern Ireland government to make
recommendations on the disbandment of paramilitary organisations
in Northern Ireland. During the Northern Ireland peace process, Prof.
McWilliams co-founded the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition political
party and was elected as a delegate to the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations,
which took place in 1996 to 1998. She was also elected to serve as a
member of the Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly from 1998 to 2003.
Prof. McWilliams is a signatory of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and
has chaired the Implementation Committee on Human Rights on behalf
of the British and Irish governments. For her role in delivering the peace
agreement in Northern Ireland, Prof. McWilliams was one recipient of the
John F. Kennedy Leadership and Courage Award.

Prof. Monica McWilliams, Ulster Universitesi'ndeki Gegis Dénemi Adaleti
Enstitiisi'ne bagl Kadin Caligmalari Bélimi'nde 6gretim tiyesidir. 2005-
2011 yillart arasinda Kuzey Irlanda Insan Haklart Komisyonu Komiseri olarak
Kuzey Irlanda Haklar Beyannamesi igin tavsiyeler hazirlamaktan sorumlu
olarak gorev yapmustir. Kuzey Irlanda Kadin Koalisyonu'nun kurucularindan
olan Prof. McWilliams 1998 yilinda Belfast (Hayirlt Cuma) Barig
Anlagmast’nin imzalanmastyla sonuglanan Cok Partili Baris Goriismeleri'nde
yer almusur.
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Hanne Melfald

Hanne Melfald worked with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for eight years including as the Senior Adviser to the Secretariat of the
Foreign Minister of Norway before she became a Project Manager in HD’s
Eurasia office in 2015. She previously worked for the United Nations for
six years including two years with the United Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan as Special Assistant to the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General. She has also worked for the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Nepal and Geneva, as well
as for the Norwegian Refugee Council and the Norwegian Directorate
of Immigration. Melfald has a degree in International Relations from the
University of Bergen and the University of California, Santa Barbara, as
well as a Master’s degree in Political Science from the University of Oslo.

Hanne Melfald, bagdanigmanlik dahil olmak {izere 8 yil boyunca Norveg
Disisleri Bakanligs biinyesinde ¢esitli gorevlerde bulunmus, 2015 yilindan
itibaren Insani Diyalog icin Merkez isimli kurumun Avrasya biriminde
Proje Mudiirii olarak caligmaya baglamigtr. Gegmiste Birlesmis Milletler
binyesinde gorev almis, bu gorevi sirasinda 2 yil boyunca Birlesmis
Milletlerin Afganistan Yardim Misyonunda BM Genel Sekreteri Ozel
Temsilcisi olarak gorev yapmistur. Ayrica Birlesmis Milletler Cenevre Yerleskesi
biinyesinde bulunan Nepal Insani Yardim Koordinasyon Ofisinde de gorev
almisur. Bir dénem Norveg Siginmacilar Konseyi ve Norve¢ Go¢menlik
[sleri Miidiirliigiinde ¢alisan Hanna Melfald Norveg'in Bergen ve ABD’nin
Kaliforniya Universitelerinde aldigt Uluslararas: Iligkiler egitimini Olso
Universitesinde aldigs Siyaset Bilimi yiiksek lisans egitimiyle tamamlamustur.
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Roelf Meyer

Meyer is currently a consultant on international peace processes having
advised parties in Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, Burundji, Iraq,
Kosovo, the Basque Region, Guyana, Bolivia, Kenya, Madagascar, and
South Sudan. Meyer’s experience in international peace processes stems
from his involvement in the settlement of the South African conflict
in which he was the government’s chief negotiator in constitutional
negotiations with the ANC’s chief negotiator and current South African
President, Cyril Ramaphosa. Negotiating the end of apartheid and paving
the way for South Africa’s first democratic elections in 1994, Meyer
continued his post as Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the Cabinet
of the new President, Nelson Mandela. Meyer retired as a Member of
Parliament and as the Gauteng leader of the National Party in 1996 and
co-founded the United Democratic Movement (UDM) political party
the following year. Retiring from politics in 2000, Meyer has since held a
number of international positions, including membership of the Strategy
Committee of the Project on Justice in Times of Transition at Harvard
University.

Roelf Meyer, Giiney Afrikadaki baris siirecinde iktidar partisi Ulusal Parti
adina bagmiizakereci olarak gérev yapmistir. O dénem Afrika Ulusal Kongresi
(ANC) adina bagmiizakereci olarak gorev yapan ve su an Giiney Afrika devlet
bagkani olan Cyril Ramaphosa ile birlikte yiirtittiigii miizakereler sonrasinda
Giiney Afrikadaki irkei apartheid rejim sona erdirilmis ve 1994 yilinda
tilkedeki ilk 6zgiir secimlerin yapilmast saglanmistr. Yapilan segim sonrast
yeni devlet baskani segilen Nelson Mandela kurdugu ilk hiikiimette Roelf
Meyer'e Anayasal ligkilerden Sorumlu Bakan olarak gorev vermistir. Roelf
Meyer 2011-2014 yillart arasinda Giiney Afrika Savunma Degerlendirme
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Komitesine bagkanlik yapmus, ayni zamanda aktif olan bazi baris siireclerine
dahil olarak Kuzey Irlanda, Sri Lanka, Ruanda, Burundi, Irak, Kosova, Bask
Bolgesi, Guyana, Bolivya, Kenya, Madagaskar ve Giiney Sudanda causan
taraflara danismanlik yapmusur.
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Mark Muller QC

Mark Muller, QC, is a senior advocate at Doughty Street Chambers
(London) and the Scottish Faculty of Advocates (Edinburgh) where he
specialises in public international law and human rights. Muller is also
currently on the UN Department of Political Affairs Standby Team of
Mediation Experts and is the UN Special Envoy to Syria in the Syrian
peace talks. He has many years’ experience of advising numerous
international bodies, such as Humanitarian Dialogue (Geneva) and Inter-
Mediate (London) on conflict resolution, mediation, confidence-building,
ceasefires, power-sharing, humanitarian law, constitution-making and
dialogue processes. Muller also co-founded Beyond Borders and the
Delfina Foundation.

Mark Muller Londra merkezli Doughty Street Chambers Hukuk Biirosu’na
ve Edinburg'daki Isko¢ Avukatlar Birligi'ne bagli olarak calisan tecriibeli bir
hukukcudur. Uluslararast kamu hukuku ve insan haklari hukuku alaninda
uzman olan Muller, Afganistan, Libya, Irak ve Suriye gibi cesitli catisma
alanlarinda uzun seneler catisma ¢oziimii, arabuluculuk, catismasizlik ve
ikcidar paylasimi konusunda danigmanlik hizmet vermisti. 2005'den bu
yana Insani Diyalog icin Merkez (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue),
Causma Otesi (Beyond Borders) ve Inter Mediate (Arabulucu) isimli
kurumlara kidemli danismanlik yapmakeadir. Harvard Hukuk Fakiiltesi tiyesi
olan Muller bir dénem Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu Insan Haklari Komisyonu
baskanligi ve Barolar Konseyi Hukukun Ustiinliigii Birimi baskanlig
gorevlerini de yiirtiemiistiir. Kiltiirel diyalog yoluyla barisi ve uluslararas
anlayisi tesvik etme amactyla Iskogyada kurulan Sinirlar Otesi (Beyond
Borders) isimli olusumun kurucusu olan Muller halen BM Siyasal liskiler
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Birimi biinyesindeki Arabulucular Destek Ekibinde Kidemli Arabuluculuk
Uzmani olarak gérev yapmakradir.
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Avni Ozgiirel

Mehmet Avni Ozgﬁrel is a Turkish journalist, author and screenwriter.
Having worked in several newspapers such as Daily Sabah and Radikal,
Ozgiirel is currently the editor in chief of the daily Yeni Birlik and a TV
programmer at TRT Haber. He is the screenwriter of the 2007 Turkish
film, Zincirbozan, on the 1980 Turkish coup d’état, Sultan Avrupa’da
(2009), on Sultan Abdiilaziz’s 1867 trip to Europe; and Mahpeyker (2010):
Kisem Sultan, on Késem Sultan. He is also the screenwriter and producer
of 2014 Turkish film, Darbe (Coup), on the February 07, 2012 Turkish
intelligence crisis. In 2013 he was appointed a member of the Wise Persons
Committee in Turkey established by then Prime Minister Erdogan.

Gazeteci-yazar Avni Ozgirel, uzun yillar Milliyet, Aksam, Sabah ve Radikal
gibi gesitli gazetelerde haber mudiurligi ve kose yazarligi yapu. 2013
yilinda Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Hitkiimeti tarafindan Demokratik agilim ve
¢oziim siireci kapsaminda olusturulan Akil Insanlar Heyeti iiyesidir. 1980
darbesini konu eden belgesel film Zincibozan (2007), Sultan Abdiilazizin
1867'de Avrupa’ya yapugt yolculugu konu eden Sultan Avrupada (2009),
Mahpeyker: Késem Sultan (2010) ve 7 Subat Milli Istihbarat Teskilat: (MIT)
operasyonunun anlauldigr “Darbe” filmleri senaristligini ve yapimciligini
iistlendigi projeler arasindadir. Ozgjirel, su anda Yeni Birlik gazetesinin sahibi
ve genel yayin yonetmenidir. Ayrica TRT Haberde program yapmaktadir.
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Prof. John Packer

Professor John Packer is Associate Professor of Law and Director of the
Human Rights Research and Education Centre (HRREC) at the University
of Ottawa in Canada. Prof. Packer has worked for inter-governmental
organisations for over 20 years, including in Geneva for the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, the International Labour Organisation, and
for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1995 to 2004,
Prof. Packer served as Senior Legal Adviser and then the first Director of
the Office of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities in
The Hague. In 2012 — 2014, Prof. Packer was a Constitutions and Process
Design Expert on the United Nation’s Standby Team of Mediation Experts
attached to the Department of Political Affairs, advising in numerous
peace processes and political transitions around the world focusing on
conflict prevention and resolution, diversity management, constitutional

and legal reform, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. John Packer Kanadada Ottawa Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi’nde dogent
ve Insan Haklar1 Arastirma ve Egitim Merkezi (Human Rights Research and
Education Centre) miidiirtidiir. 20 yil boyunca Packer BM Miilteciler Yiiksek
Komiserligi, Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitii ve BM Insan Haklari Yiiksek
Komiserligi gibi Cenevrede bulunan hitkiimetler arast rgiitlerde calismustr.
1995’ten 2004 e kadar Lahey'de Packer Kidemli Hukuk Danigmant, ardindan
da Ulusal Azinliklar Yitksek Komiserligi birinci miidiirii olarak gorev almustur.
2012-2014 yillarinda Packer BM Arabuluculuk Uzmanlar Ekibi siyasi iliskiler
biriminde Anayasa ve Siireglerin Tasarimi Uzmani olarak yer aldi. Diinyadaki
bircok baris stireci ve siyasi gecisler konusunda danigmanlik yapan Pecker,
catisma onleme ve ¢oziimii, cesitlilik yonetimi, anayasa ve hukuk reformlart
ve insan haklart korumasina odaklanmustir.
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Jonathan Powell

Jonathan Powell is the founder and CEO of Inter Mediate,an NGO devoted
to conflict resolution around the world. In 2014, Powell was appointed by
former Prime Minister David Cameron to be the UK’s Special Envoy to
Libya. He also served as Tony Blair’s Chief of Staff in opposition from
1995 to 1997 and again as his Chief of Staff in Downing Street from 1997
to 2007. Prior to his involvement in British politics, Powell was the British
Government’s chief negotiator on Northern Ireland from 1997 to 2007 and
played a key part in leading the peace negotiations and its implementation.

Ortadogu, Latin Amerika ve Asyada yasanan catismalarin ¢dziimii tizerine
calisan ve devletten bagimsiz arabuluculuk kurumu olan Birlesik Krallik
merkezli Inter Mediate'in - kurucusudur ve Icra Kurulu Baskanidir. 2014
yilinda Birlesik Krallik Bagbakani David Cameron tarafindan Libya
konusunda Ozel Temsilci olarak atanmistr. 1995-2007 yillari arasinda
Birlesik Krallik eski Bagbakani Tony Blair kabinesinde Bagbakanlik Personel
Daire Bagkanlig: gérevinde bulunmus, 1997 yilindan itibaren Kuzey Irlanda
sorununun ¢oziimil icin yapilan goériismelere Britanya adina bagmiizakereci
olarak kaulmistir. 1978-79 yillart arasinda BBC ve Granada TV igin gazeteci
olarak calismis, 1979-1994 yillar1 arasinda ise Britanya adina diplomatlik
yapmustir.




POLITICS AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS INTURKEY
TURKIYE'DE TARIKATLAR VE SIYASET

Sir Kieran Prendergast

Sir Kieran Prendergast is a former British diplomat who served as the
Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs at the United Nations
from 1997 to 2005 and as High Commissioner to Kenya from 1992 to
1995 and to Zimbabwe from 1989 to 1992. During his time at the UN,
Prendergast stressed the human rights violations and ethnic cleansing
that occurred during the War in Darfur and was involved in the 2004
Cyprus reunification negotiations. Since his retirement from the UN, he
has conducted research at the Belfer Center for Science and International
Affairs (United States) and is a member of the Advisory Council of
Independent Diplomat (United States). Prendergast also holds a number
of positions, including Chairman of the Anglo-Turkish Society, a Trustee
of the Beit Trust, and Senior Adviser at the Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue.

Birlesik Krallik Disisleri Bakanligi biinyesinde aralarinda Kibris, Tiirkiye,
[srail, Hollanda, Kenya ve ABD'de diplomat olarak galismistir. Birlesik Krallik
Disisleri ve Milletler Toplulugu Biirosu'nun (Foreign and Commonwealth
Office) Gliney Afrikadaki Apartheid rejimi ve Namibya konulariyla ilgilenen
birimine bagkanlik etmistir. Bir donem BM Siyasal Iliskiler Biriminde
Miistesar olarak calismis, BM Genel Sekreteri’nin Baris ve Giivenlik konulu
yonetim kurulu toplanularinin diizenleyiciligini yapmis, Afganistan, Burundi,
Kibris, Demokratik Kongo Cumhuriyeti, Dogu Timor gibi bolgelerde baris
cabalarina dahil olmustur.
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Rajesh Rai

Rajesh Rai was called to the Bar in 1993 with his areas of expertise
including human rights law, immigration and asylum law, and public
law. He has been treasurer of IMCB Chambers (London) since 2015 and
has also been a Director of an AIM-listed investment company where he
led their renewable energy portfolio. Rai is a frequent lecturer on a wide
variety of legal issues, including immigration and asylum law and freedom
of experience (Bar of Armenia), minority linguistic rights (European
Parliament), and women’s and children’s rights in areas of conflict (cross-
border conference to NGOs working in Kurdish regions). He is also
Founder Director of HIC, a community centred NGO based in Cameroon.

1993 yilinda Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu'na kaydolmustur. Insan Haklari
Hukuku, Gégmenlik ve Siginma Hakk: hukuku ile Kamu Hukuku temel
uzmanlik alanlaridir. Kamerundaki HIC isimli sivil toplum 6rgiitti ile
Ugandadaki Human Energy isimli sirketin kurucusudur. Bir dénem The
Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants — JCWI — (Gé¢menlerin Refaht
igin Ortak Konsey) direkeorliigiinii yapmustir. Basta Ingiltere ve Galler Barosu
Insan Haklart Komisyonu adina olmak iizere uluslararast alanda ozellikle
Avrupa, Asya, Afrika, ABD ve Hindistanda ¢ok ¢esitli hukuki konular iizerine

seminerler ve dersler vermistir.
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Sir David Reddaway

Sir David Reddaway is a retired British diplomat currently serving as Chief
Executive and Clerk of the Goldsmiths’ Company in London. During his
previous career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, he served as
Ambassador to Turkey (2009-2014), Ambassador to Ireland (2006-2009),
High Commissioner to Canada (2003-2006), UK Special Representative
for Afghanistan (2002), and Charge d’Affaires in Iran (1990-1993). His
other assignments were to Argentina, India, Spain, and Iran, where he was
first posted during the Iranian Revolution.

Halen cesitli 6zel sirket ve tiniversitelere danigman, yonetim kurulu iiyesi ve
konstiltasyon uzmani olarak hizmet etmektedir. 2016 yilinin Ocak ayindan
bu yana Londra Universitesi biinyesindeki Goldsmith Koleji’nde Konsey iiyesi
ve Goldsmith sirketinde yonetici katip olarak gorev yapmaya baglamustr. Bir
donem Birlesik Krallik adina Tiirkiye ve Irlanda Cumhuriyeti Biiyiikelgisi
olarak gdrev yapan Reddaway bu gorevinden 6nce Birlesik Krallik adina
Kanadada Yiiksek Misyon Temsilcisi, Afganistan'da Ozel Temsilci, Iran'da ise
Diplomatik temsilci olarak gorevyapmustir. Bu gorevlerinin yani sira Ispanya,
Arjantin, ve Hindistan'da diplomatik gorevler tistlenmistir.
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Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza is a Distinguished Professor of Law at the
Hastings College of Law, University of California (San Francisco) and is
renowned globally for her expertise in transitional justice, international
human rights law, and international humanitarian law. She has extensive
knowledge of, and experience in, post-conflict procedures in Latin America
and Africa. Roht-Arriaza has contributed to the defence of human rights
through legal and social counselling, her position as academic chair, and
her published academic works.

Prof. Naomi Roht-Arriaza Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin San Francisco
sehrindeki UC Hastings College of the Law isimli Hukuk okulunda 6gretim
{iyesi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Gegis Donemi Adaleti, Insan Haklar1 Thlaller,
Uluslararas: Ceza Hukuku ve Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlari gibi konular uzmanlik
alanina girmektedir.
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Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras

Mehmet Ufuk Uras is a co-founder and member of social liberal Greens
and the Left Party of the Future, founded as a merger of the Greens and the
Equality and Democracy Party. He was previously a former leader of the
now-defunct University Lecturers’ Union (Ogretim Elemanlar: Sendikas1)
and was elected the chairman of Freedom and Solidarity Party in 1996.
Ufuk resigned from the leadership after the 2002 general election. Ufuk
ran a successful campaign as a “common candidate of the Left”, standing
on the independents’ ticket, backed by Kurdish-based Democratic Society
Party and several left-wing, environmentalist and pro-peace groups in the
2007 general election. He resigned from the Freedom and Solidarity Party
on 19 June 2009. After the Democratic Society Party was dissolved in
December 2009, he joined forces with the remaining Kurdish MPs in the
Peace and Democracy Party group. On 25 November 2012, he became a
co-founder and member of social liberal Greens and the Left Party of the
Future, founded as a merger of the Greens and the Equality and Democracy
Party. Ufuk is a member of the Dialogue Group and is the writer of several
books on Turkish politics.

Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ufuk Uras Istanbul Universitesi Tktisat Fakiiltesi'nde lisans,
yiiksek lisans ve doktora 6grenimini tamamladiktan sonra, milletvekili secilene
kadar Istanbul Universitesi Iktisat Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararast
lliskiler Boliimiinde yardimci dogent doktor olarak gérev yapmistr. 22
Temmuz 2007 genel segimlerinde Istanbul 1. Bolgeden bagimsiz milletvekili
adayr olmustur. Secimlerin sonucunda %3,85 oraniyla yani 81.486 oy alarak
[stanbul 1. Bélgeden bagimsiz milletvekili olarak 23. dénem meclisine
girmistir. Secimler oncesinde liderliginden ayrildigi Ozgiirlitk ve Dayanisma
Partisi (ODP) Genel baskanligina 11 Subat 2008:de yapilan 5. Olagan
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Kongresi'ni takiben geri donmiistiir. 17 Haziran 2009 tarihinde, partinin dar
grupeu bir anlayisa kaydigi diisiincesi ve sol siyasetin daha genis bir yelpazeye
ulasmast iddiastyla bir grup arkadastyla Ozgiirliik ve Dayanisma Partisbnden
istifa_etmigti. ODPxden ayrilisiyla birlikte Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi
kurulus siirecine katulmigtir. DTPonin 19 kisiye diisiip grupsuz kalmasindan
sonra, Kiirt sorununun parlamentoda ¢dziilmesi gerektigini savunarak Barig
ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP) grubuna kaulmigtr. Ufuk Uras, se¢im siirecinde,
kurulus cagrisini yapug Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisbne tiye olmustur. 25
Kasim 2012’de kurulan Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisinin kurucularindandir
ve ayn1 zamanda PM fiiyesidir. Uras'in ok sayidaki yayinlart arasinda “ODP
Séylesileri”, “Ideolojilerin Sonu mu?” (Marksist Arastirmalari Destek
Odiilir), “Sezgiciligin Sonu mu?”, “Bagka Bir Siyaset Miimkiin”, “Kurtulus
Savasinda Sol”, “Siyaset Yazilar1” ve “Alternatif Siyaset Arayislar” “Sokaktan
Parlamentoya” “Soz Meclisten Disar1” ve “Meclis Notlar1” adli kitaplart da
bulunmakeadir.
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Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus

Professor Dr Sevtap Yokus is a Law Faculty Member at Istanbul Altinbas
University in the Department of Constitutional Law. She holds a PhD in
Public Law from the Faculty of Law, Istanbul University, awarded in 1995
for her thesis which assessed the state of emergency regime in Turkey with
reference to the European Convention on Human Rights. She is a widely
published expert in the areas of Constitutional Law and Human Rights
and has multiple years’ experience of working as a university lecturer at
undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral level. She also has experience of
working as a lawyer in the European Court of Human Rights.

Prof. Dr. Sevtap Yokus Istanbul Altinbas Universitesi Anayasa Hukuku
Anabilim Dali 6gretim iiyesidir. Istanbul Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi
Kamu Hukuku Doktora Programi biinyesinde basladigi doktorasini “Avrupa
Insan Haklar1 Sézlesmesi'nin Tiirkiyede Olaganiistii Hal Rejimine Etkisi”
baslikls tezle 1995 yilinda tamamlamisur. Akademik gorevi sirasinda lisans,
yitksek lisans ve doktora asamasinda dersler veren Prof. Dr. Yokus 6zellikle
Anayasa Hukuku ve Insan haklart Hukuk alaninda uzmanlagmustir. Ayrica
Avrupa Insan Haklart Mahkemesi'ne bagvuruda pratik avukatlik deneyimi de
bulunmaktadir.
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