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The Fourth Grand Congress
of the AK Party (Justice and
Development) was held on 30
September, providing us with
significant clues about what lies
ahead for Turkey over the next
two years.

Tayyip Erdogan attended the last
party congress as the successful
leader of the AK Party, which
has been in power since 2002
after securing 34 per cent of
the vote and having had the
opportunity to form a majority
government. Since then it has
increased its vote share to 47 per
cent in the 2007 election and 50
per cent in the 2011 election,
meaning that Mr Erdogan has
been Prime Minister of Turkey
for almost ten years. This was
what rendered the Fourth Grand
Congress of the AK Party such

an important event.

The congress was, on the one
hand, described as Tayyip
Erdogan’s ‘Farewell Congress’ to
his comrades in the party and,
on the other hand, viewed as an
opening congress for his journey
to the Presidency in 2014.
Indeed, he may become the first
President of the Turkish republic
in history to be directly elected
by public vote.

'The way in which the congress
was organised, public perceptions

2012 yilinin sonbahar baslangici,
Eylil ay1 sonu, Ekim ay1 bast
Tirkiye'nin  ontindeki en iki
yila iligkin ¢arpici ipuglari verdi.
30 Eylil gini, AK Parti'nin
(Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi)
Dérdiincii Kongresi yapild.

2002 yilindan beri iktidarda
bulunan ve 2002de yiizde 34
oranindaki oy ile tek basina
hikimet kurma imkanini elde
ettikten sonra, 2007 se¢imlerinde
oy oramini yizde 47ye, 2011
secimlerinde ise yiizde 50ye
cikartan AK Parti'nin (Adalet
ve Kalkinma Partisi) basarili
genel bagkani ve 10 yila yakin bir
suredir Turkiye'nin Bagbakan:
olan Tayyip Erdogan, bu
sifatlartyla son kez bir AK Parti
Kongresi’'ne katildi. AK Parti'nin
Dérdinct  Buyik Kongresi'ni
dramatik kilan da bu idi.

Bu yontuyle AK Partinin 30
Eylul 2012'deki Buyiik Kongresi,
bir yandan Tayyip Erdogan i¢in
partili yoldaglarma bir ‘Veda
Kongresi’ olarak nitelenirken,
diger yandan da, Erdogan’in
2014  yiinda  Tirkiye'nin
cumhuriyet tarihinde ilk kez
halk oyu ile dogrudan segilecek
cumhurbagkanlig se¢cimi
yolculuguna baglangic kongresi
olarak da degerlendirildi.

Bitiin bu nedenlerden otirt,
Kongre’nin nasil dizenlendigi,
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and the speech that Tayyip
Erdogan was slated to deliver
were eagerly anticipated and
strongly emphasised, since they
were seen to provide important
clues for the near future of

Turkey.

The day after the congress saw
the opening of the new legislative
year of the Turkish Grand
National Assembly (TGNA).
Traditionally, the TGNA starts
its new term activities with an
opening speech by the President.
Therefore the speech of President
Abdullah Gil, who had let it be
known that he placed a great deal
of importance upon it and that
it included important messages,
was also eagerly awaited.

Indeed, the divergence in
message and emphasis between
the speech delivered by Prime
Minister Tayyip Erdogan at
the AK Party Congress on 30
September and the one given
by President Abdullah Gil at
the opening of the TGNA on 1
October, brought about various
questions in relation to the near
tuture of Turkey. The answers are
not yet clear, but the speeches
provided important clues.

Firstly, let us start with the AK
Party Congress and Tayyip
Erdogan’s speech...

nasil yansiyacagi ve Tayyip
Erdogan’in Kongrede yapacag:
konugma ve igerigi, Turkiye'nin
yakin gelecegi konusunda 6nemli
ipuglar1 verecegi dustincesiyle,
Kongre merakla beklendi ve
tizerinde 6nemle duruldu.

AK Parti'nin Dérdiinct Buyiik
Kongresi'nin bir ertesi giini
Tiirkiye Buytik Millet Meclisi’nin
(TBMM) yeni yasama yilinin
agilist idi. TBMM, geleneksel
olarak, Cumbhurbaskant’nin
acis konusmasiyla calismalarina
bashyor. Bu bakimdan,
Cumbhurbagkan1 Abdullah
Gil'iin Gzerinde ¢ok durdugu ve
onemlimesajlarigerecegibilgisini
disariya yaydign konusmasi da

merak uyandirmgt.

Gergekten de, 30 Eylil gini
Bagbakan Tayyip Erdogan'in
AK Parti Kongresi'nde yaptig
konugma ile Cumhurbaskan:
Abdullah Gilin 1 Ekim giint
TBMM’nin agilist vesilesiyle
parlamento yaptig1 konusmanin
arasindaki  farkliliklar, farkli
mesajlar ve farkli vurgular,
Tirkiye'nin  yakin  gelecegi
konusunda cevabi su sirada
net olmayan bir ¢ok soruyu
beraberinde getirdi ve dikkate
deger ipuglar1 verdi.

Once AK Parti Kongresi ve
Tayyip Erdogan'in konusmast...
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For about a week before his
congress speech, Prime Minister
Tayyip Erdogan appeared as
the guest of different groups
of  journalists on  several
television channels and made
various statements. Some of
these pertained to the Kurdish
issue, generating speculation.
These statements created great
expectations that very important,
new messages might appear in
his speech to the congress.

Whilst Tayyip Erdogan did not
use clear and consistent language
for the statements that he made
on the television channels
during the week before the AK
Party Grand Congress, he used
some words which hinted at the
possibility of renewing contact
with PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan, who remains isolated
in custody on Imrali island and
with whom no contact has been
made for over a year.

These statements by Tayyip
Erdogan created much
excitement and anticipation for
the Congress speech. Erdogan
also engaged in heavy criticism of
the BDP (Peace and Democracy
Party), which is seen to toe the
same political line as the PKK.
He even went as far as to say that
he did not wish to be under the
same parliamentary roof as the

BDP members, and by stressing

Bagbakan  Tayyip  Erdogan,
Kongre konugmasindan 6nce,
yaklagik bir hafta boyunca ¢esitli
televizyon kanallarina, degisik
gazeteci gruplarinin  karsisina
cikt1 ve ozellikle Kirt sorununa
iligkin  ¢esitli ~ spekiilasyonlara
yer veren agiklamalarda
bulundu. Bagbakan Erdogan’in
bu aciklamalari, Kongre
konugmasinda ¢ok 6nemli yeni
mesajlar  verecegi konusunda

biiytik beklentilere yol agt1.

Tayyipp Erdogan, Ak
Parti  Buyik Kongresi'nden
onceki hafta i¢inde cesitli
televizyon kanallarinda yaptig1
agiklamalarda, a¢ik ve net bir
dil  kullanmamakla  birlikte,
Imralida tutuklu bulunan ve
bir yili agkin stredir kendisiyle
higbir gérigmenin yapilamadig:
ve tecrit uygulamasinin hedefi
haline getirilmis olan PKK lideri
Abdullah Ocalan ile yeniden
gorugtlebilecegini  ima eden
sozler sarfetti.

Kamuoyunda biiyik heyecana
ve  kongre  konugmasinin
merakla  beklenmesine  yol
acan Bagbakan Erdoganin bu
yondeki sézleri oldu. Erdogan’in
ayni actklamalarda, PKK ile
ayni siyasi hatta kabul edilen
BDP’ye (Barig ve Demokrasi

Partisi) ¢ok agir elegtiriler
yoneltmesi, hatta BDP’liler
ile ayni parlamento ¢atist
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that BDP did not belong to
the TGNA but to the Qandil
mountains in the Kurdistan
region of Iraq, where the PKK
leader group and military
quarters are based, he declared
that he did not wish to conduct
any negotiations with BDP,
raising question marks. A few
months earlier, Prime Minister

Tayyip Erdogan had developed

the slogan ‘fight against terror’

(meaning the PKK) and
‘negotiation with its extension in
parliament’ (meaning the BDP)
as an answer to the questions
about whether negotiations with
PKK would start again.

The last statement made by
Erdogan before the congress
brought with it charges that he
had entirely changed his view
of the issue and by reminding
people of his words that hinted
at the possibility of renegotiating
with Abdullah Ocalan, it gave
rise to ironic remarks such as
‘negotiation with terror, fight

against BDP’

BDP circles were very cautious
about the possibility of starting

negotiations ~ with ~ Abdullah
Ocalan again, even though
it created very important

expectations among the Kurdish
public opinion, and they insisted
that Erdogan’s remarks should be

treated as a ‘time gaining strategy.’

altinda bulunmak istemedigini
soylemesi ve giderek, BDP’nin
yerinin TBMM (Turkiye Buyiik
Millet Meclisi) degil, PKK
lider kadrosunun ve askeri
karargahinin bulundugu Irak'in
Kirdistan bolgesindeki Kandil
dagi oldugunu vurgulayarak,
BDP ile herhangi bir miizakere
yapmak niyeti tagimadigin
bildirmesi soru isaretlerine yol
actl. Zira, Bagbakan Tayyip
Erdogan, birkag ay 6nce, PKK ile
yeniden gorismelerin baglayip
baglamayacagina iliskin sorulara,
PKK’yi ima ederek ‘terdrle
miucadele’ ve BDP’yi kastederek,
‘parlamentodaki  uzantis1 ile
miizakere’ sloganini gelistirmigti.

Erdogan’in kongre o6ncesi son
agiklamalari, konuya iligkin
yaklagiminin timiyle degistigi
yorumlarini beraberinde getirdi
ve Abdullah Ocalan ile yeniden
gorigebilecegini ima eden sozleri
hatirlatilarak, ‘terorle muzakere,

BDP ile miicadele’ seklinde

ironik yorumlara neden oldu.

BDP  cevreleri, Turkiye'nin
ozellikle Kiirt kamuoyunda ¢ok
onemli beklentilere yol agmasina
ragmen, Abdullah Ocalan ile
gorismelerin tekrar baglamas:
ihtimaline ¢ok ihtiyatli yaklagtilar
ve  Erdoganin  sozlerinin
‘zaman kazanma taktigi’ olarak
anlagilmas1 gerektigi Uzerinde
durdular.
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'This interpretation was expressed
in person to the author of these
lines on the eve of the congress by
Giltan Kiganak, Co-President
of BDP in Siirt, which is in the
Southeast region and one of the
prominent Kurdish centres of

Turkey.

A night before the congress,
Tayyip Erdogan, again in
a television interview, used
language that shut down the
possibility of changing the
custody conditions of Abdullah
Ocalan. By declaring that he
could not ‘place himself under
the burden of” being the one
who would place the PKK leader
under ‘house arrest,” he increased
the already existing question
marks in people’s minds.

During his speech at the AK
Party Grand Congress, which
had been anticipated with
extraordinary curiosity under
these conditions, he did not say
anything new about the Kurdish
problem that could match the
expectations that he raised
within that preceding week. The
part pertaining to the Kurdish
problem occupied four pages of a
long transcript that ran to a total
61 pages, and instead of using
it for the new steps that were
being considered, Erdogan used
it to ask for support from the
‘Kurdish citizens’ for his party.

Bu yorumu, BDP Es Genel
Bagkan1 Giiltan Kigsanak, AK
Parti Biyik Kongresi'nden
bir gece Once, Turkiye'nin
onemli Kirt merkezlerinden,
Giineydogu bdlgesinde  Siirt
kentindeki ~ bir agtk  hava
toplantis1 sirasinda bizzat bu
satirlarin yazarina aktardi.

Tayyip Erdogan, Kongre’'ve bir
gece kala, yine bir televizyon
roportajinda, bu kez, Abdullah
Ocalanin  tutukluluk sartlarinin
degistirilmesi ihtimalini kapilari
kapatanbir kullandi. PKKliderinin
‘ev hapsi'ne gegirilmesininin ‘vebali
altina kendisinin giremeyecegini’
ilan ederek, zihinlerdeki soru
isaretlerini daha da arttirdi.

Bu sartlar altinda olagandis:
bir merakla beklenen AK
Parti Buyik Kongresi'ndeki
konusmasinda ise, bir hafta
boyunca uyanan ve uyandirilan
beklentileri  agisindan  Kiirt
sorununa iligkin yeni bir sey
soylemedi. Toplam 61 sayfa tutan
uzun konugma metninde Kiirt
sorunuyla ilgili bolim 4 sayfalik
bir yer tutu ve Erdogan bu
boliimde atmay: tasarladig: yeni
adimlardan ziyade, s6z konusu
bolumtu ‘Kirt vatandaglardan
partisi i¢in destek talep etme
amaciyla kulland:.

10
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Without mentioning a concrete  Tayyip Erdogan, somut bir
mechanism and a specific = mekanizmay: ifade etmeden
addressee, Tayyip Erdogan  ve belirgin bir muhataba
addressed the ‘Kurds’as follows: yonelmeden, ‘Kiirtlere’ goyle

seslendi:
‘Here, from the Fourth AK Party
Grand Congress, I especially  ‘Buradan, AK Parti’'nin
call on my Kurdish brothers...  4tnci Buyik Kongresinden,
Whether they vote for us or  Ozellikle Kiirt kardeslerime

not, whether they like us or not,
I would like every one of my
Kurdish brothers who lives on
this land to put his hand on his
heart and speak to his conscience
for a moment.

Without being under the
influence of the propaganda
of the terrorist organisation,
without being under the
influence of the propaganda of
the extension of the terrorist
organisation, I would like each
of my Kurdish brothers to be
alone with his conscience for one
moment and to think.

Throughout the history of the
Republic, which government
could take such brave steps?
Throughout the history of the
Republic, which government
did take such sincere steps?
Throughout the history of
the Republic, which period
witnessed such an effort for

brotherhood?

sesleniyorum... Bize oy versin
ya da vermesin, bizi sevsin ya da
sevmesin, bu topraklar Gzerinde
yasayan her bir Kiirt kardesimin,
elini vicdanina koymasini ve bir
an olsun vicdaniyla konugmasini
istiyorum.

Ter6r 6rglitiniin propagandasinin
etkisi altinda kalmadan,
teror  Orgitinin  uzantistn
propagandasinin  etkisi altinda
kalmadan, her bir Kurt kardesimin
, bir an olsun vicdaniyla bagbaga
kalip diistinmesini istiyorum.

Cumbhuriyet tarihi boyunca kim,
hangi hiikiimet bu kadar cesur
adimlar atmigtir? Cumbhuriyet
tarihi boyunca kim, hangi
hiikiimet bu kadar samimi
adimlar atmigtir? Cumbhuriyet
tarihi boyunca hangi dénemde
kardeslik igin bu kadar ¢aba
gosterilmigtir?

Kirtlere karst  on  yillarca
surdirilen red, inkar ve
asimilasyon politikalarma AK
Parti son vermistir.. Kiirtcenin

11
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The AK Party ended the
rejection, denial and assimilation
policies against the Kurds
that have been carried out for
decades. It is the AK Party who
removed the obstacles set before
the Kurdish language. It is the
AK Party who set up TRT Ses
and started 24 hour broadcasts
in Kurdish... It is the AK Party
who opened the way for Kurdish
to be taught. It is AK who put
a stop to the state of emergency.
The AK Party pushed away the
bans, restrictions and constraints

with the back of its hand...

The AK Party is the party that
has been sincerely defending
all the freedoms of my Kurdish
brothers against the terrorist
organisation, which for its
part has been trying to control
the East and the Southeast
with a one-party, oppressive,
authoritarian ~ and  fascist
mentality. ..

So as of today we want to
open a new chapter. To write
this chapter together with my
Kurdish brothers, to protect
this clean chapter from violence
and make it a chapter of
peace, brotherhood... We took
hundreds of steps towards our
Kurdish brothers; and now, in
this new chapter, we expect
my Kurdish brothers to take
a step towards us. We expect

ontndeki engelleri AK Parti
kaldirmistir. TRT Ses’l kurup,
burada 24 saat Kirtce yayin1 AK
Parti baglatmustir... Kiirt¢enin
ogretilmesinin 6nini AK Parti
agmustir. Olagantsti Hale AK
Parti dur demister. Yasaklari,
sinirlamalary, kisitlamalart AK
Parti elinin tersiyle itmistir...

AKParti,Doguve Giineydogu'yu,
tek parti zihniyetiyle, baskici,
otoriter, fasizan bir zihniyetle
control altina almak isteyen
terér Orgiltine karsi, benim
Kirt kardesimin her tarld
ozgurliguni samimiyetle
savunan parti olmustur...

Iste bugiinden itibaren,
biz, yeni bir sayfa agmak, o

sayfayt da Kirt kardeslerimle

birlikte doldurmak, o temiz
sayfayt  siddetten  koruyup,
barigin,  kardesligin  sayfasi

yapmak istiyoruz... Biz Kirt
kardeslerimize kars1 yuzlerce
adim attik; simdi artik, bu yeni
doénemde, Kiurt kardeslerimin
bizlere karst bir adim atmasini
bekliyoruz. Kiirt kardeslerimin,
YETER  ARTIK  diyerek,
terore kargi cesaretle seslerini
yiikseltmelerini bekliyoruz...’

BagbakanErdogan'inkonusmada
ortaya koydugu yaklagim, fazlaca
tereddide yer birakmayacak
bicimde, = PKK’ya  yonelik
olarak, bir yili askin stredir

12
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my Kurdish brothers to say
ENOUGH and to bravely raise

their voices against terror...’

The approach that Prime
Minister Erdogan displayed in
his speech has been perceived,
without leaving much room
for doubt, as proof that the
uncompromising politics which
have been employed against
the PKK for over a year will be
continued, and also that BDP
will be excluded and that the
Prime Minister has embraced
the revoking of parliamentary
immunity for some of the BDP
deputies.

In August a group of BDP
deputies, including BDP co-
Presidentand Siirtdeputy Giiltan
Kisanak, and co-President of
DTK  (Democratic ~ Society
Congress) and  Diyarbakir
deputy Aysel Tugluk, joined by
press members, had embraced
some armed PKK members at
an impromptu roadside meeting
in the Hakkari-Semdinli region.
Images of the meeting created
a reaction within the political
circles of Ankara and in Turkish
public opinion. It was thus
argued that the immunity of the
relevant BDP deputies should
be revoked and that they should
be put on trial for having ‘a
relationship with the terrorist
organisation.’

uygulanmakta olan uzlagsmaz
politikanin surdirileceginin
ve bu arada BDPnin de

diglanacagi  ve  Bagbakanin
bazi BDP  milletvekillerinin
dokunulmazliklarinin kaldirilmasim
benimsediginin kanitlari olarak
algilandi.  Agustos  ayinda,
aralarinda BDP Es Genel
Bagkani Siirt Milletvekili Giltan
Kisanak ile DTK (Demokratik
Toplum Kongresi) Es Bagkani,
Diyarbakir Milletvekili  Aysel
Tugluk'un da bulundugu bir grup
BDP  milletvekili, yanlarinda
basin mensuplar1 olmak uzere,
Hakkari-Semdinli ~ bélgesinde
PKK’nin = silahli  unsurlariyla
kargilagarak ~ kucaklagmis  ve
s6z konusu kucaklagma
gorintileri ~ Ankara  siyasi
cevrelerinde ve Turkiye’nin Tirk
kamuoyunda tepki uyandirmig
ve ilgili BDP milletvekillerinin
dokunulmazliklarinin
kaldirilmas:  ve ‘terér Orgiti
ile iligki’ suglamasi altinda
yargilanmalar gerektigi giindeme
gelmisti.

Tayyip Erdogan, bu konuya
gonderme  yaparak, Kongre
konusmasinda Kirtlerden PKK
ve BDP’yi terkederek kendisini
ve  partisini  desteklemeleri
istegini bildirdi. Bunu yaparken,
Kiirt sorununa iligkin atilmasi
muimbkiin adimlardan s6z etmedi.

13
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Referring to this issue in his
congress speech, Tayyip Erdogan
asked the Kurds to leave PKK
and BDP and instead support
him and his party. Whilst
doing this he did not mention
any possible steps that may be
taken in relation to the Kurdish
problem.

Against the criticism that the
Prime Minister’s speech did not
meet high expectations, those
who emphasised the two-page
and 63-article ‘Promises’ list and

the 70-page booklet entitled ‘the

AK Party 2023 Political Vision,’

which were both distributed at
the congress venue, underlined
that what mattered was the
written list of promises and
that both documents should be

understood as ‘a new contract’

offered by the AK Party to

society.

According to this view, the
importance of a number of points

within the ‘List of Promises’

containing 63 articles is stressed.
We can list them as follows:

Article 21: Stopping the right
to plead in one’s native language
from becoming a problem. (If
this is regulated it can serve as

a significant relief for the KCK
trial which has put thousands
of Kurdish activists on trial and
reduce tension.)

October 2012
Bagbakan'in konugmasinda,
hayli ~ yikselen  beklentileri
kargilamadig: elestirileri

kargisinda, Kongre salonunda
dagitilan iki sayfalik ve 63
maddelik ‘Vaadler’ ile ‘AK Parti
2023 Siyasi Vizyonu' baghgini
tastyan 70 sayfalik kitapciga
vurgu yapanlar, esas olanin
yazili vaadler listesi oldugunun
altin1 ¢izdiler ve s6z konusu iki
metnin, AK Parti’'nin topluma
sundugu ‘yeni bir sozlesme’
olarak  anlagilmasi  gerektigi
tizerinde durdular.

Buna gore, 63 maddelik ‘Vaadler
Listesi'nde Kiirt sorununa iligkin
maddenin

birkag onemine
deginiliyor. ~ Bunlari  s6yle
siralayabiliriz:

21. Madde: Anadilde
savunmanin sorun olmaktan
¢ikarilmasi. (Bununla ilgili
diizenleme yapildig: takdirde,
binlerce Kiirt aktivistinin
yargilanmakta oldugu KCK
Davasi’'nda 6nemli bir
rahatlamanin meydana gelmesi
ve gerilimin agagiya ¢ekilmesi
miimkiin olabilir.)

22. Madde: Anadilde kamu

hizmetlerine erigim;

23. Madde: Bagimsiz kolluk
denetim mekanizmasinin
kurulmasi. (Bu madde,
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Article 22: Access to public

services in native languages.

Article 23: Establishing an
independent security forces
supervision mechanism.

(This article outlines the
establishment of an office that
would deal with complaints
from the Kurds in the Southeast
and the East regarding the
gendarmerie and other security
forces, and as such can be
recorded as an important
improvement in terms of
‘democratic reform.’)

It can be seen that in addition
to those directly concerning the
Kurdish political circles, the
‘List of Promises” also includes
important ‘democratisation’ and
‘reform’ pledges that concern the
whole of Turkish society. The
most important of them are the
first 13 articles and these are:

1. Completely abolishing the

banning of political parties.

2. Restrictive and prohibitive
provisions for establishing
political parties shall be
abolished. (Programme,
charter, organisation and so
on.)

3. Abolishing the
standardising provisions in
political parties.

Giineydogu ve Doguda
Kirtlerin jandarma ve

diger gtvenlik giiclerinden
sikayetlerini ele alacak bir
kurumun olugturulmasini ifade
ediyor ki, bu ‘demokratiklesme
reform’ bakimindan gergekten
onemli bir ilerleme olarak

kaydedilebilir.)

‘Vaadler Listesi'nde dogrudan
Kirt siyasi cevrelerini
llgilendiren hiikiimlerin yanisira,
tim  toplumu ilgilendiren
onemli ‘demokratiklesme’  ve
‘reform’ vaadlerine yer verildigi
goriliyor. En 6nemlileri ilk 13
madde ve soyle:

1. Partileri kapatmanin
tamamen kaldirilmasi.

2. Parti kurulmasinda
kisitlayict ve yasaklayict
hiikiimler kaldirilacaktir.
(Program, tuziik, tegkilat
vs.)

3. Partilerde tek tiplestirici
hikimlerin kaldirilmasi.

4. Parti kapatmalarina son
verilmesi.

5. Partiye degil, gercek kisilere

ceza verilmesi.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Putting an end to the banning
of political parties.

Punishing real persons and not
political parties.

Removing all obstacles to
politics.

A complete review of all
legislation concerning elections.

Taking precautions in
order to ensure fairness in
representation.

Restructuring the High

Election Council.

Discussion of the Presidential
and semi-Presidential systems,
and the issue of a President tied
to a political party.

Adoption of a new constitution
for the country whatever the
conditions are.

'The re-regulation of the issue
of immunity in accordance
with universal criteria under
the framework of the New
Constitution.

Speeding up the judiciary,
due process and legislating
the Fourth Judiciary Package
within the context of
democratisation.

6.

10.

11.

13.

Siyasetin 6niindeki tim
engellerin kaldirilmasi.

Sec¢imlerle ilgili mevzuatin
topyekin gézden

gegirilmesi.

Temsilde adaletin
saglanmas i¢in tedbirler
alinmast.

Yiiksek Se¢im Kurulu'nun
yeniden yapilandirilmasi.

Bagkanlik, yaribagkanlik
ve partili cumhurbagkani
meselelerin tartigilmasi.

Sartlar ne olursa
olsun mutlaka Yeni
bir Anayasanin tlkeye
kazandirilmasi.

. Dokunulmazlik

meselesinin Yeni Anayasa
cercevesinde evrensel
kriterlere gore yeniden
dizenlenmesi.

Yarginin hizlandirilmasi,
adil yargilanma ve
demokratiklesme
baglaminda 4.

Yarg: Paketi'nin

kanunlagtirilmasi.
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It is without doubt that should
these ‘promises’ be delivered,
or even cleared for realisation,
Turkey will have taken important
steps towards ‘democratisation’
and this will affect the political
climate of the country in a
positive way. Amongst the most
prominent of the ‘promises’
listed above, a special emphasis
is placed on the decreasing of the
unprecedentedly high electoral
threshold of ten per cent and
that ‘fairness in representation’
will be fulfilled. This is accepted
in and of itself as a significant
parameter within the scope of
politically resolving the Kurdish
problem.

Meanwhile, it is also believed
that the aforementioned ‘List
of Promises’ and the envisaged
‘constitution change’ have been
designed in accordance with
the political goals of Prime
Minister Tayyip Erdogan. As
has been stated before, the
dramatic aspect of the AK Party
Fourth Grand Congress is that
this was the last congress that
Tayyip Erdogan attended as the
AK Party Chairman and also
as the Prime Minister. It is no
secret that Tayyip Erdogan has
set his sights on becoming the
first publicly elected President
of Turkey in 2014, and in this
respect the AK Party Fourth
Grand Congress was seen, in

Bitin bu ‘vaadler’in yerine
getirilmesi ve hatta yerine
getirilmesi icin harekete

gecilmesi halinde, Turkiye'nin
‘demokratiklesme’dogrultusunda
onemliadimlar atacagi ve tilkenin
siyasal ikliminin olumlu bi¢imde
bir hayli duzelecegi kusku
gotirmez. Yukarida siralanan
‘vaadler’ arasinda en kayda deger
olanlarin baginda, Turkiye'nin
gorilmemis  yikseklikte olan
yizde 10luk se¢im barajinin
indirilecegi ve ‘temsilde adalet’
ilkesininyerine getirilmesine 6zel
bir vurgu yapildig: goriliyor ki,
bu, baglibagina Kurt sorununun
siyasi  ¢ozlimi  ¢ergevesinde
6nemli bir parameter olarak

kabul ediliyor.

Bu arada, s6z konusu ‘Vaadler
Listesi’nin ve 6ngoriilen ‘anayasa
degisikliginin Bagbakan Tayyip
Erdogan’in  siyasi hedeflerine
gore dizayn edilmis oldugu da
dikkat ¢ekiyor. AK Parti’nin 4.
Biyik Kongresinin dramatik
yont, daha 6nce de belirtildigi

uzere, Tayyip  Erdogan'in
AK  Parti  Genel Bagkan:
ve hatta Bagbakan sifatiyla

katildig1 son kongre olmastydi.
2014 yiinda Tirkiyede ilk
kez dogrudan halk oyu ile
secilecek  cumhurbagkanligina
Tayyip  Erdoganin  gozini
diktigi bir sir degil ve bu
bakimdan AK Partinin 4.
Biyik Kongresi, Erdogan'in,
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one way, as Erdogan’s ‘Farewell
Congress’ to the AK Party and,
in another way, as the ‘opening
congress for his march towards
presidency.’

As a matter of fact, Tayyip
Erdogan gave clues to his
‘political ~ calendar’ at the
congress by putting forward
the concept of a ‘President
tied to a political party’ whilst
at the same time requesting
‘the discussion of Presidential
and semi-Presidential systems’
and bringing up the ‘absolute
necessity for making a new
constitution regardless of the
conditions.’

The aim for ‘a President tied to
a political party’ prevents the
congress from being labelled
a ‘Farewell Congress’. In his
congress speech, Tayyip Erdogan
said, ‘this is not a farewell. This is
a rest, a break.’ Thus it is both a
‘tarewell’ and it is also a congress
that shows that Tayyip Erdogan’s
supervision of and relationship
with the party will continue;
the relationship will pour into
a new mould and as such it is
actually designed to construct
‘continuity’rather than a farewell.
It is understood that Tayyip
Erdogan takes the examples
of Turgut Ozal and Siileyman
Demirel, who had been elected
as Presidents by using the

bir yontiyle AK Parti’'ye ‘Veda
Kongresi’ oldugu kadar, diger
yonuyle ‘cumhurbagkanligina
ylriylstinin baglangic kongresi’
olarak degerlendirildi.

Aslina bakilirsa, Tayyip
Erdogan, ‘partili cumhurbagkany’
kavramini  ortaya atarak ve

ayni zamanda ‘bagkanlik, yari-
bagkanlik sisteminin tartistimasi’ni
isteyerek ve ‘yeni anayasanin
sartlara bakilmaksizin mutlaka
yapilmasini’ giindeme getirerek,
‘siyasi takvimi'nin ipuglarini da
AK Parti 4. Kongresi'nde vermis
oldu.

‘Partili cumhurbagkanr’
amaci, Kongre’yi bir ‘Veda
Kongresi’ olmaktan ¢ikartiyor.
Tayyip Erdogan, o nedenle,
kongre konusmasinda, ‘Bu bir
veda degil, bir es vermektir’
dedi. Hem bir ‘veda’ ve hem
de  ‘partili  cumhurbagkans’
Tayyip Erdoganin bir sekilde
denetiminin ~ ve iligkisinin
devam edecegi, iliskinin yeni bir
kaliba girecegi ve bu anlamda
vedadan ziyade ‘stureklilik’ inga
etmeyi tasarlayan bir kongre.
Tayyip Erdogan’in, partilerinin
parlamentodaki ¢ogunlugundan
yararlanarak cumhurbagkani
segilen Turgut Ozal ile Siileyman
Demirel orneklerini cok
ciddiye aldig: anlagiliyor. Turgut
Ozal, Cumhurbagkanligina

secildikten sonra partisi
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parliamentary majorities of their
parties, very seriously. After
having been elected as President,
the relationships of Turgut Ozal
with his Motherland Party and
Stileyman Demirel with his
Right Path Party were loosened,
weakened and they could no
longer rule over their parties.
ANAP (Motherland Party)
swayed towards the control
of Mesut Yilmaz, who was in
opposition to Turgut Ozal, and
Right Path Party swayed towards
the control of Tansu Ciller, who
did not act as a dependent of
Demirel.

It has become evident from the
congress that, having learned
from the past experiences of
the centre-right parties, Tayyip
Erdogan wants to secure his
future and plans to be elected
by the public within a semi-
Presidential system similar to
that of France, and also wishes
to continue to exert his control

over the AK Party.

For Tayyip Erdogan to become a
publicly elected ‘President tied to
a political party’ with increased
powers in 2014, constitutional
changes are required. The need
for a new constitution comes into
play at this very point. Likewise,
the fact that the new President
will be elected in 2014 with a

minimum of 50+ per cent of the

Anavatan ile, Stleyman
Demirel'in de Dogru Yol ile
iligkileri gevsemis ve zayiflamig
ve partiye hitkmedemez duruma
gelmiglerdi. ANAP (Anavatan
Partisi), Turgut Ozal'a mubhalif
bir konuma kayan Mesut
Yilmaz'in, Dogru Yol Partisi ise
Demirele bagli davranmayan
Tansu  Ciller'in  kontroline
girmigti.

Tayyip Erdogan'in, merkez-sag
partilerdeki ge¢mis 6rneklerden
yola c¢ikarak, kendi gelecegini
saglama almak istedigi ve
Fransa’ya benzer bir vyari-
bagkanlik sistemiyle, bir yandan
halk oyuyla cumhurbaskan:
secilerek, diger yandan da AK
Parti  tzerindeki kontrolini
devam ettirmeyi tasarladign AK
Parti'nin 4. Kongresi'nde ortaya
cikt1.

Tayyip Erdogan’in 2014 yilinda,
yetkileri arttinlmig ve halk
tarafindan se¢ilmis bir ‘partili’
cumhurbagkani olabilmesi igin,
anayasa degisiklikleri gerekiyor.
Yeni anayasa ihtiyaci, tam da bu
noktada devreye giriyor. Aym
sekilde, yeni cumhurbagkaninin
2014 yilinda tarihte ilk kez
asgari yizde 50 + oyla secilecek
olmasi, Erdogan’in 6nimiizdeki
iki y1l boyunca agzindan ¢ikacak
her so6zl, atacagi her adimu
cumhurbagkanligi  se¢imindeki
niyetlerine  endeksli, ‘taktik
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vote for the first time in history
renders Erdogan’s every word
and every move for the next two
years as ‘strategic manoeuvres’
tied to his ambitions for the
Presidential elections.

Looking at the current balances
of power in Turkey and the
periodical data, whilst it is
believed that due to the strong
political power monopoly that
the Prime Minister and AK
Party Chairman has gathered in
his person, he does not have any
obstacles in front of him until
2014, the tone, style and contents
of the speech delivered by the
current President, Abdullah Giil,
on 1 October at the opening of
the new legislative year of the
TGNA, right after the congress,
showed that Erdogans path
to presidency will not be as
obstacle-free and easy as it may
first appear. Thus a new difficulty
was added to the forecasts and
predictions of Turkey’s future.

The fact that the AK Party has
formed a government at every
election, its increasing vote share,
and the failure of the opposition
party to form an alternative
power, either by itself or within
a coalition, left no checks and
balances against Tayyip Erdogan.
Over the years he has gained and
preserved the undisputed and
unrivalled number one position

manevralar’ haline getiriyor.

Bagbakan ve AK Parti Genel
Bagkani’nin, sahsinda topladig:
gucli iktidar tekeli sayesinde,
Tiirkiye'nin mevcut dengeleri ve
dénemsel verilere bakildiginda,
2014 dek oniinde higbir
engel bulunmadigr sanilmakla
birlikte, su anki Cumhurbagkani
Abdullah Gul'in AK Parti’nin
4. Kongresi'nin hemen
ertesinde, 1 Ekim 2012 giind
TBMM'nin yeni yasama yilini
ac1s konugmasi, tonu, uslubu ve
icerigiyle birlikte Erdogan’in
cumhurbagkanligi yolunun ilk
bakistaki kadar engelsiz ve kolay
olmayacagini gosterdi. Boylece,
Tirkiye’'nin  gelecegine iligkin
tahminler ve 6ngoriilere yeni bir

zorluk eklendi.

Tirkiyede AK Parti'nin her

secimde  oyunu  arttirarak
hiikkiimet  kurabilmesi, buna
karsgihk ~ hicbir ~ muhalefet
partisinin  gerek tek bagina,
gerekse  koalisyon  halinde,
bir iktidar alternatifi
olugturamamasi, AK Partide
yillar ic¢inde tartigmasiz ve

rakipsiz bir numara konumuna
gelen ve bu konumunu tahkim
eden  Tayyip Erdogan’in
kargisinda ‘checks and balances’

birakmadi. Abdullah Gil, bu

konuda tek istisna sayiliyor.
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within the AK Party. Abdullah

Giil is seen as the only exception
to this.

After the 2002 elections, because
Tayyip Erdogan was banned and
excluded from Parliament, Giil
had formed the first AK Party
government as Prime Minister.
In March 2003 he left his seat
to Tayyip Erdogan and instead
became Foreign Secretary after
Erdogan’s ban was lifted so that
he could participate in elections
and enter parliament. Giil, who
had played an equal role to that
of Tayyip Erdogan in founding
the AK Party, and showed the
virtue of leaving the Prime
Minister’s seat to Erdogan, was
seen as the only person who
had the authority, personality
and political career to balance
Tayyip Erdogan when needed
between 2003-2007. In addition,
Abdullah  Gil's  Presidential
position, which he has held
since 2007, meshed well with his
personality, and had become the
only ‘checks and balances’ upon
Tayyip Erdogan, when needed.

While not playing such a
role  deliberately, ~ Abdullah
Gil became the major name
upon which the opposition,
which has accumulated against
Tayyip Erdogan, has focused.
Furthermore, the perception that
Tayyip Erdogan’s close circle had

2002  segimlerinin ardindan
Tayyip Erdogan yasakli oldugu
i¢in parlamento disinda
kaldiginda Bagbakan olarak ilk
AK Parti hitkkiimetini kuran Giil,
2003 Mart ayinda Bagbakanlik
koltugunu,  yasag: kalkip
secimlere katilarak parlamentoya
giren Tayyip Erdogan’a
birakmis ve Disisleri Bakam
olarak  ¢alismaya  baslamugti.
AK  Parti’nin  kurulusunda
Tayyip  Erdogan  dl¢lisiinde
rol oynamis olan ve Erdogan
icin Bagbakanlik koltugundan
feragat etme erdemini gosteren
Giil, 2003-2007 yillar: arasinda
Tayyip Erdogan hikiimetinde,
glcli  Bagbakani  gereginde
dengeleyebilecek agirhiga, kisilige
ve siyasi kariyere sahip tek kisi
olarak gorilmistii. 2007'den beri
surdirdigtic  Cumhurbagkanlig:
makami da, Abdullah Gilin
kisiligiyle birleserek, Tayyip
Erdogan icin, gerektigi takdirde,
tek ‘checks and balances’konumu
haline kendiliginden gelmisti.

Abdullah  Gil, béyle bir

rol  oynamamakla  birlikte,
Tayyip  Erdogana  yonelik
biriken mubhalefetin tzerinde
odaklandigi  basghca  isim

oldu. Buna ek olarak, Tayyip

Erdoganin yakin ¢evresinin,
Abdullah Gil'd,Erdogan’in
rakibi olarak algilayarak,

gelecekte devreden ¢ikartmaya
caligtig1 ve bunu saygt sinirlarim
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started to see him as Erdogan’s zorlayarak yaptigi algilamasi
rival and therefore tried to  kamuoyunda yayilmaya

eliminate him in the future
by pushing the boundaries of
respect, started to spread within
public opinion. At a time when
these rumours and the connected
perception became widespread,
the  Constitutional ~ Court
ruled that Abdullah Giil could
become a Presidential nominee
one more time as part of its
judgment concerning a judicially
controversial Presidential
nomination condition and term
of presidency. Thus Abdullah
Giil, again by himself, gained
‘legal leverage’ against those who
want to by-pass and eliminate
him, and also Tayyip Erdogan,

over them.

For all of these reasons, attention
was drawn by some parts of
Abdullah Gil's speech on 1
October, which was known
to have been prepared well in
advance with diligence, for being
different to Tayyip Erdogan’s
and even viewed as a ‘warning’ to
him. President Abdullah Gul’s
speech, even though it cannot
yet be said with certainty, was
interpreted as having sown the
seeds of a potential Giil-Erdogan
dispute and differentiation.

baglamisti. Busdylentilerinve ona
bagli algilamanin yayginlastig
bir sirada, Anayasa Mahkemesi,
hukuken tartigmali hale gelmis
cumhurbagkanligi adaylik sart:
ve gorev suresine iligkin verdigi
kararda, Abdullah Gulin bir
kez daha cumhurbagkan: aday:
olabilecegini  karara  bagladi.
Béylece, Abdullah Giil, kendisini
by-pass etmek ve devreden
ctkartmak isteyenlere ve onlar
tzerinden —yine kendiliginden-
Tayyip Erdogana karsi bir
‘hukuki koz’a sahip olmus oldu.

Bitiin bu nedenlerden otiirt,
Abdullah Gil'in ¢ok onceden
ve titizlikle hazirladig: bilinen 1
Ekim2012konusmasinda, Tayyip
Erdogan ile farkli distindugi
ve hatta ona ‘uyar’’ tegkil
eden bolimler, kamuoyunda
ozellikle one ¢ikarildi  ve
Cumhurbagkani Abdullah
Gilin  konugmasi, simdiden
netlikle soylenemeyecek olsa
bile, bir potansiyel Giil-Erdogan
tartigmasinin ve farklilasmasinin
tohumlari atilmigcasina

degerlendirildi.
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'The issues that set Giil apart from
Erdogan showed themselves in
five major issues and points in

his speech:

1. In relation to the sphere of
discussion  for the Kurdish
problem and the manner in
which to tackle BDB Giil
showed that he very much
differs from Erdogan in terms
of style and content by using
the following words:

Tt is my belief that everyone
who has legally participated in
the country’s elections, voted for
by the people, and won the right
to carry the title of a member of
parliament, should be a part of
the legislative activities of this
Assembly until a final judgment
has been passed. This honourable
parliament is where all issues
of our country and our people
can be resolved. It is important
that all ideas and colours in the
country are represented here. It
is important that this honourable
institution be all encompassing
and that those whose views
diverge from the majority find
a safe place under this roof.
Any missing element in the
composition of this Assembly
will serve no other purpose than
that of repeating the practices of
the past and delaying the much-
needed solutions at this time
even further.’

Gilin Erdogandan ayrildig:
noktalar, konugmasinda bes
temel konuda ve noktada
kendisini gosterdi:

1. Kirt meselesinin  tartisma
alant  wve BDPe kars
izlenecek  tavir konusunda,
Gil, Erdogandan uslup ve
icerik olarak ok ayrildigim
konusmasindaki su ciimlelerle
ortaya koydu.

‘Secimlere yasal olarak katilmus,
halkin oyunu almis, milletvekili
sifatinz1 tagimaya hak kazanmug
herkesin, haklarinnda kesin yarg:
kararlar1 ortaya c¢ikana kadar
yasama faaliyetine katilmasi
gerektigini distiniyorum.
Ulkemiz ~ ve  milletimizin
kargilagtign ~ butin  sorunlarin
¢ozim yeri Yice Meclis'tir.
Ulkemizdeki  biitin ~ fikir
ve renklerin burada temsili
onemlidir. Mihim olan bu ytice
kurumun kapsayict olmasi ve
¢ogunluktan farkli digiinenlerin
bu ¢ati1 altinda kendilerine
guvenli bir yer bulmasidir. Meclis
kompozisyonunda meydana
gelebilecek her tiirli noksanlik,
geemiste  yapilanlari  tekrar
etmekten ve ¢ok ihtiyacimiz olan
¢oztimleri daha da otelemekten
bagka bir ise yaramayacaktur.
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Here Abdullah Giil reminds us
of when the DEP (Democracy
Party), a predecessor to BDP,
deputies (Leyla Zana, Hatip
Dicle, Orhan Dogan, Selim
Sadak, Sirr1 Sakik and Ahmet
Tirk) were stripped of their
parliamentary deputy status and
imprisoned after having been
collected from the TGNA. This
event made it even more difficult
to resolve the Kurdish problem
in Turkey and it belongs to
a period that coincides with
bloody developments.

2. In contrast to the AK Party
Congress,  where  Turkey’
relationship with the Islamic
world and the Arab countries
was very prominent whilst
the European dimension was
Sully and almost  wilfully
ignored, Abdullah Giil gave
the European Union (EU) an
important place in his speech.
On this he said the following:

Tt is true that the prospective
for  EU membership has
added impetus to the reforms
implemented in Turkey to
strengthen the economy and our
democracy, raising the standards
of living for our people.
Although the process has slowed
down, due mostly to reasons that
have to do with the other party,
we must continue to do what we
must and be determined to take

Abdullah Giil, burada, 1994de
BDP’nin onctli olan DEP’li
(Demokratik  Emek  Partisi)
milletvekillerin, (Leyla Zana,
Hatip Dicle, Orhan Dogan,
Selim Sadak, Sirri Sakik ve
Ahmet Turk) gibi milletvekili
sifatlarinin dugtrtilerek,
TBMMden  alinip  hapse
atilmalarint  hatirlatmig  oluyor.
S6z konusu geligme, Turkiyede
Kirt sorununun  ¢6ziimiind
daha da zorlagtirmis ve kanli
gelismelerin yasanmasina denk
gelmis olan bir déneme aittir.)

2. AK  Parti  Kongresinde
Tiirkiye'nin Islam Diinyas:
ve Arap iilkeleriyle iliskiler
boyutunun cok onde olmasina
ve Avrupa boyutunun adeta
bilingli bigimde tiimiiyle ibmal
edilmesine karsilik, Abdullah
Giil, Avrupa Birligi (4AB)
konusuna konusmasinda
onemli yer verdi. Bu konuda
soyle konustu:

‘AB tiyelik perspektifinin getirmis
oldugu ivmeyle Tirkiye'nin,
ekonomisini ve demokrasisini
gugclendiren ve vatandaglarimizin
hayat standardin: yikselten pek
¢ok reforma oncilik ettigi bir
gercektir. Cogu kez kars: taraftan
kaynaklanan nedenlerle stireg
yavaglasa da biz kendi isimize
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the right steps in line with the
Acquis.’

Contrary to the claim for
leadership of Islam and the
Middle East that draws the
attention to Tayyip Erdogan,
Abdullah Gil feels the need
to put an emphasis on Turkey’s
European perspective.

3. President Giil also mentioned
the constitution, and here he
made it be felt that he takes
a different approach to the
constitution than that desired
by Tayyip Erdogan. Here are
parts of President Giil’s speech

on the constitution:

..We must enact a new
citizenship contract through a
freedom based constitution
that guarantees rights and
freedoms for all and does not
exclude anyone. In this process,
the discussion of many issues
and different  constitutional
systems and their advantages
and disadvantages is a healthy
discussion. At the end of
the day we must, as soon as
possible, prepare a constitution
that will advance our nation;
expand fundamental rights and
institutionalise our democracy.’

What is striking is that
Abdullah Giil elaborates on the

bakmali ve AB miiktesabat
cercevesinde atilmasi  gereken
dogru  admmlari  kararlilikla
atmaliy1z.

Tayyip Erdoganda dikkati ¢eken
Islam ve Orta Dogu liderligi

iddiasina  kargilik, Abdullah
Giil, Tiirkiye’'nin Avrupa
perspektifine  vergu  yapmak
ihtiyact duymaktadir.

3. Cumburbaskam Guil, konugmasmda
anayasaya  da  degindi  ve
burada  Tayyip  Erdoganin
arzuladigr  anayasadan  farkh
bir yaklasima sabip oldugunu
hissettirdi. Anayasa konusunda
Cumburbagkan Giil’iin
konusmasimdan boliimler:

‘ Ozgiirliikgii bir

anayasayla, herkesin hak ve

hirrtyitlerini  garanti  altina
alan, kimsenin kendisini
diglanmig hissetmeyecegi yeni
bir vatandaglik mukavelesini
gerceklestirmeliyiz. Yeni anayasa
yapim  sirecinde, pek ¢ok
meselenin ve alternative anayasal
sistemlerin giindeme getirilmesi,
bu sistemlerin  olumlu ve
olumsuz yanlarinin irdelenmesi
saglikli bir tartigmadir. Netice
olarak  yapilmasi
kokli  anayasal  tecriibemizin
is13inda milletimizi layis oldugu

gereken;
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need for the new constitution
to expand fundamental rights
and freedoms without making
any references to the powers of
the President and constitutional
regulations such as Presidential
or semi-Presidential systems.

4. Another aspect of President
Abdullah Giil’s speech, which
clearly sets him apart from
Prime  Minister — Tayyip
Erdogan, is  the special
emphasis he puts on freedom
of thought and speech, which
he did by way of embarking

from writers and journalists.

While  reactions  against
Tayyip Erdogan, especially
by  European offices and
institutions, for engaging

in  harsh  polemics  with
Journalists and criticising him
for having a large number
of journalists arrested have
been intensifying, the fact
that President Giuil makes a
reference to this issue and the
language that he uses is very
different. In fact, the contrast
with the prime ministers
language and attitude is stark.
Giil’s words on this issue are as

Sfollows:

‘In our country today, everyone
may freely express their views. If
there are shortcomings or wrong
practices or instances that harm
our democracy, then these must

seviyeye tasiyacak; temel hak
ve Ozgurlikleri genisletecek;

halkimizin birlik ve beraberligini

pekistirecek; demokrasimizi
kurumsallagtiracak bir
anayasanin bir an once
hazirlanmasidir.

Dikkat ¢ekici olan, Abdullah
Gil'in cumhurbagkanligi
yetkileri, baskanlik ya da yari-
bagkanlik sistemi gibi anayasal
dizenlemelere  hicbir  atifta
bulunmadan, yeni anayasanin
temel hak ve ozgirlikleri
genisletici  olmasinin  geredi
tizerinde durmasidir.

4. Cumburbagkam Abdullah
Giil’iin konusmasinda Basbakan
Tayyip  Erdogandan  belirgin
bicimde  ayridigin  yansitan
bir bagka husus, yazarlar ve
gazetecilerden yolagikarak diisiince
ve ifade ozgiirligiine yaptig
ozel vurguyla ilgilidir. Tayyip
Erdogan'in  kendisini  elestiren
gazetecilerle sert polemige girdigi
ve ozellikle Avrupa kurum ve
kuruluglarinda Tlirkiyede gazeteci
sifatr taswyan (ok sayida kisinin

tutukly  bulunduguna  iliskin
tepkiler yogunlasmaktayken,
Cumburbaskan: — Guiliin -~ bu

konuya temas etmesi ve kullandig
dil, Bagbakanin kullandig dil ve
tavriyla oldukea ters hatta zit bir
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all be removed without delay...
Countries where democratic
rights and freedoms are more
tully exercised hardly ever run
into difficulty. On the other
hand, countries with few rights
and freedoms and that are not
democratic suffer most...

The reputation of a country
grows when its writers, thinkers
and opinion leaders are able to
share their views without fear. In
the same way, it is fundamental
that journalists, newsmen and
members of the media as a
whole should face no obstacle
in fulfilling their responsibility
for informing the public. No one
should be imprisoned because
of expressing his or her views
through the media. A clear
distinction must be observed
between those who incite
violence and those who express
an opinion.’

5. Abdullah Gl also mentioned
the economy in his speech
and used language which
showed that he sided with
Minister Ali Babacan who,
according fto the latest press
leaks, represents one of the two
different  tendencies within
the government in terms of
which priority to adopt for the
economy. Ali Babacan has for
years been recognised as chiefly
responsible for the successful

goriintii cizmektedir. Guil'tin bu

konudaki sozleri:

‘Ulkemizde bugiin  herkesin
goriglerini  rahathikla  ifade
edebildigi bir 6zgirlik ortami
bulunuyor. Bu yolda eksiklikler
veya yanlig uygulamalar,
demokrasiyizedeleyengorintiler
sozkonusu ise, bunlarin hepsi
hi¢  geciktirilmeden ortadan
kaldirilmalidur. .. Diinyada
demokratik hak ve 6zgurliklerin
en genis bicimde kullanilmasina
imkan verdigi i¢in zarar gormis
bir ilkeye pek rastlanilmaz.
Buna kargilik sikintidan
sikintiya dugenlerin  ¢ogu, hak
ve Ozgurliklerin dar oldugu,
demokrasiden nasibini almamig

ilkelerdir. ..

Birtilkedeyazarlarin,distnirlerin
ve fikir adamlarinin gorislerini
korkusuzca paylayabilmeleri, o
tlkeye itibar kazandirir. Aym
sekilde, gazeteciler, haberciler
ve bir bitin olarak medya
mensuplarinin  halki  haberdar
etme gorevlerini yerine getirirken
higbir engelle karsilasmamalari da
temel esastir. Hi¢ kimse fikirleri
ve fikirlerini medya yoluyla
agtklamasi  yiiziinden — hapse
digmemelidir. Siddeti tegvik eden
ile goris agiklayan arasinda kesin
bir ayrim gozetilmelidir.
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management of the Turkish
economy and his name is used
synonymously — with  fiscal
discipline. Giil’s words on this
issue have been described as an
implicit warning to the prime
minister over the economy,
and also seen as an indicator of
the spreading of the differences
between the two personalities
across a wide spectrum. Giil’s
warning words regarding the
economy in his speech are as

Jfollows:

It should not be forgotten that
fiscal and monetary discipline
are important reasons behind the
economic achievements so far. It
should be remembered that any
slackening in this area would
lead to irreparable damage.
Additionally, we must pay a lot
of attention to our priorities in
public spending at this critical
time.’

By replying, I do not wish to
engage in a polemic with the
President. However, we think
differently, when asked for
his comments after President
Abdullah Giil's TGNA opening
speech, Prime Minister Tayyip
Erdogan gave the message that
he did not wish to enter into a
conflict whilst admitting the fact
that their differences in opinion
can be no longer concealed.

5. Abdullah Giil, konusmasinda
ekonomiye de temas etmis ve
son  donemlerde basina da
sizdigr  kadarwyla  hiikiimet
icinde ekonomi  politikasinda
benimsenmesi gereken oncelige
iliskin  olarak  iki  farkh
egilimden birini temsil eden
Devlet Bakani Ali Babacandan
yana agirhgini - koydugunu
gosteren bir dil kullanmstir.
Al Babacan, yllardir
Tiirkiye'nin basarilr ekonomi
yonetiminin bagssorumlusu
olarak tammmakta wve ismi
mali  disiplinle es  anlamh
olarak anilmaktadr. Guil’tin
bu konudaki sozleri, zimmnen
Basbakan'a ckonomi alaninda
bir uyart olarak nitelenirken,
bir yandan da iki sabsiyet
arasindaki farkhhiklarin genis
bir  yelpazeye  yayildiginin
isareti olarak  gosterilmistir.
Giil’tin ekonomiye iliskin uyar
iceren sozleri konusmada soyle
yer almagstir:

‘Ekonomi alaminda bugtine kadar
saglanan bagarilarin  6nemli bir
sebebinin mali ve parasal disiplin
oldugu  unutulmamahdir.  Bu
alanda  yasanacak  gevsemenin,
tamiri imkansiz sonuglara yol
acacagl  hatwrda  tutulmalidir.
Ayrica, bu kirilgan dénemde kamu
harcalamalarindaki 6nceliklerimize

de dikkat etmeliyiz.
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How this difference in opinion
will be reconciled, whether it will
be reconciled, how the relations
between these two important
and prominent personalities will
continue and whether and how
they will be able to reconcile
their political calendars without
colliding with each other under
the impact of Turkish, regional
and international dynamics will
be foremost among the major
issues that will occupy Turkey
for the next two years.

Autumn 2012 has  been
interesting in terms of making
this issue clear.

Thus it has been demonstrated
that a great deal may be learned
about Turkish politics in the
near future by looking out for

two names, Abdullah Giil and
Tayyip Erdogan.

Cumhurbagkani Abdullah Gil'in
TBMM  ags  konusmasinin
ardindan degerlendirmesi sorulan

Bagbakan Tayyip Erdogan, ‘Sayin

Cumhubagkan:  ile  polemige
girmek  istemiyorum. Ama
farkli  dasiintiyoruz’  sozleriyle

bir yandan c¢atigmaya girmek
istemedigi mesajin1  verirken,
diger yandan aralarindaki goris
ayrliginin - gizlenemez  oldugu
gercegini teslim etmigtir.

Bu goris ayrihginin
nastl  giderllecegi,  giderip
giderilemeyecedi, iki 6nemli ve
onde gelen sahsiyet arasindaki
iligkilerin bundan sonra nasil
seyredecegi ve Tirkiye'nin ve
bu arada bolgesel ve uluslararas
dinamiklerin  etkisiyle =~ her
ikisinin kendi siyasi takvimlerini
birbirleriyle ~¢atigmadan nasil
uzlagtirabilecekleri ya da bunun
mimkin olup  olamayacagy,
Tirkiyede ontmiizdeki iki yilin
en can alici konularinin baginda
yer alacaktir.

2012 sonbahari, bagka bir deyimle,
Eylil sonu-Ekim bai bu durumu
belirginlestirmesi ~ bakimindan
ilging olmugtur.

Oyle anlagiliyor ki, Tiirkiye'nin
yakin gelecekteki siyasetini, iki
isim tzerinden, Abdullah Giil

ve Tayyip Erdogan isimleri
tzerinden  okumak  anlaml
olacaktr.
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