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Background

The implementation of the Framework Agreement on the 
Bangsamoro between the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) and the Filipino government in the southern Philippines 
since its signing in 2012 has seen progress and setbacks in its 
implementation within Mindanao. This annex seeks to provide 
an update from the paper Prospects and Problems for Peace in 
the Southern Philippines1 by the Democratic Progress Institute. 

1  Democratic Progress Institute, ‘Briefing Paper: Prospects and Problems for 
Peace in the Southern Philippines’, Democratic Progress Institute, 21/12/12. 
[Accessed 27/05/15]  http://www.democraticprogress.org/briefing-paper-pros-
pects-and-problems-for-peace-in-the-southern-philippines/.

Figure 1: Map of the Philippines with Mindano 
and Bangsamoro highlighted.2
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It aims to showcase what has happened in relation to the peace 
process since 2012 and will be split into two parts: the first part 
detailing the aspects and challenges of the Agreement, and the 
second addressing events on the ground that have highlighted 
the challenges faced in obtaining lasting peace. 2

The Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro

The Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro provided a 
general framework in which both parties could enter detailed 
peace negations. The successive peace negotiations are split into 
four parts; the first three parts give autonomy for Bangsamoro, 
while the final part, titled the Comprehensive Agreement on the 
Bangsamoro, signed on the 27th March 2014,3 looks to set out the 
ways in which the government and MILF will restore order in the 
region and is centred on autonomy and security considerations. 
The Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro looked to 
resolve a range of issues, from disarmament to autonomy, with the 
target of setting up a regional government by 2016. 

2  Wikipedia, ‘Bangsamoro’, Wikipedia Commons, nd. [Accessed 26/05/15] 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ph_locator_bangsamoro.png.
3  The Guardian, ‘Philippines signs long-awaited peace deal with Muslim 
rebels’, The Guardian, 27/03/14. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.theguardian.
com/world/2014/mar/27/philippines-muslim-rebel-peace-deal-aquino-milf.
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Under the 2014 Agreement, autonomy was redesigned from 
the unpopular Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM), described by President Benigno Aquino III as ‘a failed 
experiment’,4 to a more autonomous Bangsamoro region. The new 
Agreement provides that the region will have a ministerial form 
of government, with voters directly electing parties.5 This directly 
elected government will have revenue raising powers such as the 
exploitation of natural resources.6 The framework lists 81 powers 
that are to be devolved, centralised or shared; of these, nine are 
still under the control of the government, 14 have been shared 
and 58 have been devolved, including financial powers, such as the 
creation of sources of revenue and budgeting. 

Security Promises

The Agreement looks to provide security for the Bangsamoro 
region. Under the Agreement MILF is to decommission its 10,000- 
15,000 strong armed wing, the Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces 
(BIAF), and turn over its firearms to a third party, to be agreed 
upon by both the government and the rebels. 
4  Benigno S. Aquino III, ‘Speech of President  Aquino on the Framework 
Agreement with the MILF (in English)’, Philippines Government, 07/10/12. 
[Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.gov.ph/2012/10/07/speech-of-president-aqui-
no-the-framework-agreement-with-the-milf-october-7-2012-full-english/.
5  Ana Marie Pamintuan, ‘A new deal’, The Philippine Daily Star, 03/02/14. 
[Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.philstar.com/opinion/2014/02/03/1285987/
new-deal.
6  Ana Marie Pamintuan, ‘A new deal’, The Philippine Daily Star, 03/02/14. 
[Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.philstar.com/opinion/2014/02/03/1285987/
new-deal.
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This, however, will only happen once all the other groups in the 
area have been disarmed.7 This may well prove to be the greatest 
challenge for both parties due to the number of different groups 
operating in the area, from Communist guerrillas such as the New 
People’s Army (NPA) to splinter MILF factions such as Bangsamoro 
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF). 

In return for disarmament, the government has agreed to grant 
an amnesty to MILF fighters facing charges and has agreed to 
reduce the number of government troops present in Bangsamoro, 
while a new police force under the authority of the new regional 
government is to be established. 

Legal Complications

Diplomacy has largely carried the peace process forward, yet legal 
challenges remain. A draft of Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) was 
passed the Filipino House ad hoc committee on 20th May 2015 
and took an unprecedented 50 hearings and the participation of 
hundreds of lawmakers to get the draft through.8 Although it has 
passed through the drafting process, it has yet to pass the upper and 
lower house. This process will take time due to the need to debate 
the bill and discuss any amendments put forward. Although both 

7  Economist, ‘The biggest fighter among many’, Economist, 27/01/2014. 
[Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/2014/01/peace-
southern-philippines.
8  Louie U. Navarro, ‘House panel approves Basic Law for the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region’, CCN Philippines, 21/05/15. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://
cnnphilippines.com/news/2015/05/20/BBL-draft-approved.html.
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House and Senate leaders had agreed to approve the bill by the 
end of the second regular session of the Filipino legislature, House 
Majority Leader Neptali Gonzales II said it was ‘wishful thinking’ 
to believe that it could pass before adjournment on 11th June 2015. 
At the time of writing, it remains to be seen whether the legislation 
will be passed in time before the upper and lower house adjourns 
for elections for 2016. 

One of the main concerns is that the establishment of the new 
region could be challenged in court. There is a possibility that those 
who stand to lose in the peace process could seek legal avenues to see 
the BBL dropped, if it were to go against the Filipino constitution. 
This was the case in 2008, when the peace deal between the 
government and MILF was dismantled by the Filipino Supreme 
Court for being unconstitutional.9 

Zamboanga City Crisis

Despite the fact the Agreement in 2012 has provided a step forward 
towards peace, it has seen a number of setbacks. One of the largest 
unintentional consequences of the Agreement in 2012 has been 
anger felt by another group operating in the area, the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF). MNLF are a secessionist group founded 
in 1969, which seek independence from the Philippines. 

9  GMA News, ‘Supreme Court rules domain agreement ‘unconstitutional’, 
GMA News, 14/10/08. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.gmanetwork.com/
news/story/126956/news/nation/supreme-court-rules-domain-agreement-
unconstitutional.
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MNLF signed a peace Agreement with the Filipino government in 
1996, but the new peace Agreement with MILF looked to supplant 
that Agreement and the MNLF-supported ARMM. This angered 
the MNLF, and resulted in the group attempting to file a petition 
with the Supreme Court to question the constitutionality of the 
Agreement. When this failed, Nur Misuari, the leader of MNLF, 
proclaimed the independent state of Bangsamoro Republic on the 
12th August 2013. This proclamation was widely unrecognised 
both internationally and by the Filipino government. 

On September 9th 2013 MNLF entered the city of Zamboanga, 
located on the south-western side of Mindanao, captured hostages 
and attempted to raise the flag of Bangsamoro Republic at the city 
hall. Referred to as the Zamboanga crisis, for the next 20 days, 
violent clashes occurred around the city between MNLF and 
government forces, causing the displacement of 100,000 people 
and the occupation of several villages by MNLF forces. While all of 
the hostages were recovered and the self-proclaimed Bangsamoro 
Republic ceased to exist, the fighting caused economic damage as 
well as the deaths of 12 civilians. 

Amid this new rise in tensions, President Aquino stated that he 
remained willing to discuss the peace Agreement with MNLF. 
MNLF leaders have since endorsed the BBL,10 seeing it as the 

10  GMA News, ‘MNLF chairman asks Congress: Pass BBL now’, GMA 
News, 18/05/15. [Accessed 26/10/15] http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/
story/488994/news/nation/mnlf-chairman-asks-congress-pass-bbl-now.
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best current option for a peaceful transition,11 while still seeking 
non-violent ways to obtain independence.12 This incident has 
not distracted from the peace process with MILF. However, it 
does highlight that MILF is not the only group operating in the 
area, and there are others that may see the derailment of the peace 
process as beneficial to their own ambitions.

Rebel Groups

Despite the signing of the peace Agreement, events on the ground 
have demonstrated the difficulties faced in achieving and more 
importantly, maintaining, long lasting peace in the Philippines. 
While MILF is still the largest rebel group operating in Bangsamoro, 
it is not the only group and at least four rebel groups are viewed 
actively by some as potential ‘spoilers’. 

Other smaller criminal gangs are also invested in derailing the 
stability and order in the region to hinder the peace process. While 
the clashes between the police and MILF rebels have slowed the 
political pace of the process, the largest challenge to peace relates 

11  GMA News, ‘Leader of MNLF faction reiterates support for Bangsamoro 
Basic Law’, GMA News, 15/05/15. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.gmanet-
work.com/news/story/487974/news/nation/leader-of-mnlf-faction-reiterates-
support-for-bangsamoro-basic-law.
12  Philippine Daily Enquirer, ‘MNLF proposes thee options for Bangsam-
oro independence’, Philippine Daily Enquirer, 18/05/15. [Accessed 26/05/15] 
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/692009/mnlf-proposes-3-options-for-bangsam-
oro-independence.
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to the disarmament of other rebel groups; Bangsamoro Islamic 
Freedom Fighters, a splinter group from MILF, for example, 
opposes the peace process and plans to keep on fighting in the 
name of independence from the Philippines. Additionally, the 
Maoist NPA has operated in the area for a generation and shows 
no signs of dissipating. Furthermore, the MNLF, which concluded 
its own peace deal for autonomy in 1996, is angered by the new 
Bangsamoro Agreement and has looked to supplant the ARMM, 
as seen during the Zamboanga City crisis in September 2013. 
Along with the larger groups are kidnappers and extortionists, and 
extremists; all of which threaten to complicate the disarmament 
process. 

The Mamasapano Incident

Despite the 2014 declaration being signed, clashes between MILF 
and the government have occurred. On 25th January 2015, 44 
Filipino police officers were killed in Mamasapano, Mindanao, 
in pursuit of a member of the BIFF, a MILF splinter group not 
involved in the peace process. This created difficulties of trust for 
both sides; on the government side, there was a sense of distrust 
and anger over the death of 44 police officers. MILF, on the other 
hand, were angered at the government presence in Mamasapano, as 
under the Agreement, government forces should coordinate with 
MILF fighters when entering rebel territory. 
There was general anxiety on both sides over how this incident 
might affect the peace process. In the end both sides concluded that 
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this incident was an accident and reconfirmed their commitment 
to the 2014 Agreement, with MILF offering to help find Zulkifli 
Abdhir and Abdul Basit Usman, the two targets of the operation 
that the government forces were looking to capture. One of the 
largest repercussions of the Mamasapano incident has been the 
suspension of the work needed to create a Bangsamoro Basic Law 
in the Filipino Senate. The Mamasapano incident is arguably the 
biggest obstacle in the Senate in passing the Bill, something which 
is essential if the peace process is to move forward. Nonetheless, 
as mentioned before, the legislation has still not passed and there 
are now doubts that an autonomous region will be created by the 
desired deadline of 2016. 

Conclusion

Overall, maintaining lasting peace in the Philippines is likely to 
continue to be challenging. The Framework Agreement on the 
Bangsamoro in 2012 has set the outline for peace talks which 
have been adhered too, and has culminated in the Comprehensive 
Agreement on the Bangsamoro in 2014. However, long term 
and short term challenges remain. Perhaps the largest long-term 
challenge to the peace process is the disarmament of rebel groups 
there; this will prove to be immensely difficult due to the high 
numbers of armed groups operating in the area and will rely on 
close communication between government forces and MILF. At 
the time of writing the short term challenge will be the question 
of whether the BBL will be passed by the House and the Senate 
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before adjournment. Recent incidents between government forces 
and MNLF and MILF demonstrate how events on the ground can 
hinder the progression of a peace process. However the leaders of 
these groups have shown commitment to the process, indicating 
that it has now gone too far to reverse. 

While implementing the Agreement has and will remain 
challenging, ramifications will be felt beyond the Philippines; it has 
acted as an inspiration for conflict resolution elsewhere in South-
East Asia. Thailand has started talking with its own Muslim rebels 
while armed groups in Myanmar have visited Bangsamoro to learn 
from the experiences of MILF, and the Philippines continues to 
be a rich example of a difficult but ultimately continuing peace 
process that could be studied by governments of South East Asia 
and beyond. 



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

17

Bibliography

Aquino III, Benigno S., ‘Speech of President  Aquino on the 
Framework Agreement with the MILF (in English)’, Philippines 
Government, 07/10/12. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.gov.
ph/2012/10/07/speech-of-president-aquino-the-framework-
agreement-with-the-milf-october-7-2012-full-english/.

Democratic Progress Institute, ‘Briefing Paper: Prospects and 
Problems for Peace in the Southern Philippines’, Democratic 
Progress Institute, 21/12/12. [Accessed 27/05/15]  http://www.
democraticprogress.org/briefing-paper-prospects-and-problems-
for-peace-in-the-southern-philippines/. 

Economist, ‘The biggest fighter among many’, Economist, 
27/01/2014. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.economist.com/
blogs/banyan/2014/01/peace-southern-philippines. 

GMA News, ‘Leader of MNLF faction reiterates support for 
Bangsamoro Basic Law’, GMA News, 15/05/15. [Accessed 
26/05/15] http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/487974/
news/nation/leader-of-mnlf-faction-reiterates-support-for-
bangsamoro-basic-law.

GMA News, ‘MNLF chairman asks Congress: Pass BBL now’, 
GMA News, 18/05/15. [Accessed 26/10/15] http://www.
gmanetwork.com/news/story/488994/news/nation/mnlf-
chairman-asks-congress-pass-bbl-now.

GMA News, ‘Supreme Court rules domain agreement 
‘unconstitutional’, GMA News, 14/10/08. [Accessed 26/05/15] 
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/126956/news/nation/
supreme-court-rules-domain-agreement-unconstitutional.



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

18

The Guardian, ‘Philippines signs long-awaited peace deal with 
Muslim rebels’, The Guardian, 27/03/14. [Accessed 26/05/15] 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/27/philippines-
muslim-rebel-peace-deal-aquino-milf.

Navarro, Louie U., ‘House panel approves Basic Law for 
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region’, CCN Philippines, 
21/05/15. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://cnnphilippines.com/
news/2015/05/20/BBL-draft-approved.html.

Pamintuan, Ana Marie, ‘A new deal’, The Philippine Daily 
Star, 03/02/14. [Accessed 26/05/15] http://www.philstar.com/
opinion/2014/02/03/1285987/new-deal.

Philippine Daily Enquirer, ‘MNLF proposes thee options for 
Bangsamoro independence’, Philippine Daily Enquirer, 18/05/15. 
[Accessed 26/05/15] http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/692009/mnlf-
proposes-3-options-for-bangsamoro-independence.

Wikipedia, ‘Bangsamoro’, Wikipedia Commons, nd. [Accessed 
26/05/15] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ph_locator_
bangsamoro.png.



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

19

DPI Board and Council of Experts

Director:

Kerim Yildiz

Kerim Yildiz is Director of DPI. He is an expert in international 
human rights law and minority rights, and is the recipient of a 
number of awards, including from the Lawyers Committee 
for Human Rights for his services to protect human rights and 
promote the rule of law in 1996, the Sigrid Rausing Trust’s Human 
Rights award for Leadership in Indigenous and Minority Rights in 
2005, and the Gruber Prize for Justice in 2011. Kerim has written 
extensively on human rights and international law, and his work 
has been published internationally.

DPI Board Members:

Nicholas Stewart QC (Chair)

Barrister and Deputy High Court Judge (Chancery and Queen’s 
Bench Divisions), United Kingdom . Former Chair of the Bar 
Human Rights Committee of England and Wales and Former 
President of Union Internationale des Avocats.

Professor Penny Green (Secretary)

Head of Research and Director of the School of Law’s Research 
Programme at King’s College London and Director of the 
International State Crime Initiative (ICSI), United Kingdom  (a 
collaborative enterprise with the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative 
and the University of Hull, led by King’s College London).



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

20

Priscilla Hayner

Co-founder of the International Centre for Transitional Justice, 
global expert and author on truth commissions and transitional 
justice initiatives, consultant to the Ford Foundation, the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and numerous other 
organisations.

Arild Humlen

Lawyer and Director of the Norwegian Bar Association’s Legal 
Committee.  Widely published within a number of jurisdictions, 
with emphasis on international civil law and human rights. Has 
lectured at law faculties of several universities in Norway. Awarded 
the Honor Prize of the Bar Association for Oslo for his work as 
Chairman of the Bar Association’s Litigation Group for Asylum 
and Immigration law.

Jacki Muirhead

Practice Director, Cleveland Law Firm. Previously Barristers’ Clerk 
at Counsels’ Chambers Limited and Marketing Manager at the 
Faculty of Advocates. Undertook an International Secondment at 
New South Wales Bar Association.

Professor David Petrasek

Professor of International Political Affairs at the University of 
Ottowa, Canada. Expert and author on human rights, humanitarian 
law and conflict resolution issues, former Special Adviser to the 
Secretary-General of Amnesty International, consultant to United 
Nations.



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

21

Antonia Potter Prentice

Expert in humanitarian, development, peacemaking and 
peacebuilding issues. Consultant on women, peace and security; 
and strategic issues to clients including the Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue, the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office, the Global 
Network of Women Peacemakers, Mediator, and Terre des 
Hommes.
 

DPI Council of Experts

Dermot Ahern

Dermot Ahern is a Former Irish Member of Parliament and 
Government Minister  and was a key figure for more than 20 
years in the Irish peace process, including in negotiations for the 
Good Friday Agreement and the St Andrews Agreement. He also 
has extensive experience at EU Council level including being a key 
negotiator and signatory to the Constitutional and Lisbon Treaties. 
In 2005, he was appointed by the then UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to be a Special Envoy on his behalf on the issue of UN 
Reform. Previous roles include that of Government Chief Whip, 
Minister for Social, Community and Family Affairs, Minister for 
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Minister for Justice and Law Reform.  Dermot 
Ahern also served as Co-Chairman of the British Irish Inter 
Parliamentary Body 1993 – 1997.
 



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

22

Dr Mehmet Asutay

Dr Mehmet Asutay is a Reader in Middle Eastern and Islamic 
Political Economy and Finance at the School of Government 
and International Affairs (SGIA), Durham University, UK. He 
researches, teaches and supervises research on Middle Eastern 
economic development, the political economy of Middle East 
including Turkish and Kurdish political economies, and Islamic 
political economy. He is the Honorary Treasurer of BRISMES 
(British Society for Middle East Studies) and of the International 
Association for Islamic Economics. His research has been published 
in various journals, magazines and also in book format. He has been 
involved in human rights issues in various levels for many years, 
and has a close interest in transitional justice, conflict resolution 
and development issues at academic and policy levels.

Christine Bell

Legal expert based in Northern Ireland; expert on transitional 
justice, peace negotiations, constitutional law and human rights 
law advice. Trainer for diplomats, mediators and lawyers.

Cengiz Çandar

Senior Journalist and columnist specializing in areas such as The 
Kurdish Question, former war correspondent. Served as special 
adviser to Turkish president Turgut Ozal.
 



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

23

<LOPD]�(QVDURáOX
SETA Politics Economic and Social Research Foundation. Member 
of the Executive Board of the Joint Platform for Human Rights, the 
Human Rights Agenda Association (İHGD) and Human Rights 
Research Association (İHAD), Chief Editor of the Journal of the 
Human Rights Dialogue.

Dr. Salomón Lerner Febres

Former President of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Perù; Executive President of the Centre for Democracy and Human 
Rights of the Pontifical Catholic University of Perù.

Professor Mervyn Frost

Head of the Department of War Studies, King’s College London. 
Previously served as Chair of Politics and Head of Department at 
the University of Natal in Durban. Former President of the South 
African Political Studies Association; expert on human rights in 
international relations, humanitarian intervention, justice in world 
politics, democratising global governance, just war tradition in an 
Era of New Wars and ethics in a globalising world.

0DUWLQ�*ULIŵWKV
Founding member and first Executive Director of the Centre 
for Humanitarian Dialogue, Served in the British Diplomatic 
Service, and in British NGOs, Ex -Chief Executive of Action Aid. 
Held posts as United Nations (UN) Director of the Department 
of Humanitarian Affairs, Geneva and Deputy to the UN 



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

24

Emergency Relief Coordinator, New York. Served as UN Regional 
Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes, UN Regional 
Coordinator in the Balkans and UN Assistant Secretary-General.

Dr. Edel Hughes

Senior Lecturer, University of East London. Expert on international 
human rights and humanitarian law, with special interest in civil 
liberties in Ireland, emergency/anti-terrorism law, international 
criminal law and human rights in Turkey and Turkey’s accession 
to European Union. Previous lecturer with Amnesty International 
and a founding member of Human Rights for Change.

Avila Kilmurray

A founder member of the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition 
and was part of the Coalition’s negotiating team for the Good 
Friday Agreement. She has written extensively on community 
action, the women’s movement and conflict transformation. Serves 
on the Board of Conciliation Resources (UK); the Global Fund for 
Community Foundations; Conflict Resolution Services Ireland and 
the Institute for British Irish Studies. Avila was the first Women’s 
Officer for the Transport & General Workers Union for Ireland 
(1990-1994) and became Director of the Community Foundation 
for Northern Ireland in 1994. Avila was awarded the Raymond 
Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy through the European 
Foundation Centre.



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

25

Professor Ram Manikkalingam

Visiting Professor, Department of Political Science, University of 
Amsterdam, served as Senior Advisor on the Peace Process to President 
of Sri Lanka, expert and author on conflict, multiculturalism and 
democracy, founding board member of the Laksham Kadirgamar 
Institute for Strategic Studies and International Relations.

Bejan Matur

Renowned Turkey based Author and Poet. Columnist, focusing 
mainly on Kurdish politics, the Armenian issue, daily politics, 
minority problems, prison literature, and women’s issues. Has 
won several literary prizes and her work has been translated into 
17 languages. Former Director of the Diyarbakır Cultural Art 
Foundation (DKSV).
 
Professor Monica McWilliams

Professor of Women’s Studies, based in the Transitional Justice 
Institute at the University of Ulster. Was the Chief Commissioner 
of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission from 2005 
2011 and responsible for delivering the advice on a Bill of Rights 
for Northern Ireland. Co-founder of the Northern Ireland Women’s 
Coalition political party and was elected to a seat at the Multi-
Party Peace Negotiations, which led to the Belfast (Good Friday) 
Peace Agreement in 1998. Served as a member of the Northern 
Ireland Legislative Assembly from 1998-2003 and the Northern 
Ireland Forum for Dialogue and Understanding from 1996-1998. 
Publications focus on domestic violence, human security and the 
role of women in peace processes.



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

26

Jonathan Powell

British diplomat, Downing Street Chief of Staff under Prime 
Minister Tony Blair between 1997- 2007. Chief negotiator 
in Northern Ireland peace talks, leading to the Good Friday 
Agreement in 1998. Currently CEO of Inter Mediate, a United 
Kingdom -based non-state mediation organization.

Sir Kieran Prendergast

Served in the British Foreign Office, including in Cyprus, Turkey, 
Israel, the Netherlands, Kenya and New York; later head of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office dealing with Apartheid and 
Namibia; former UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs. 
Convenor of the SG’s Executive Committee on Peace and Security 
and engaged in peacemaking efforts in Afghanistan, Burundi, 
Cyprus, the DRC, East Timor, Guatemala, Iraq, the Middle East, 
Somalia and Sudan.

Rajesh Rai

Rajesh was called to the Bar in 1993. His areas of expertise include 
Human Rights Law, Immigration and Asylum Law, and Public 
Law. Rajesh has extensive hands-on experience in humanitarian 
and environmental issues in his work with NGOs, cooperatives 
and companies based in the UK and overseas. He also lectures 
on a wide variety of legal issues, both for the Bar Human Rights 
Committee and internationally.



Philippines Peace Process ~ An Update From 2012-2015

27

Professor Naomi Roht Arriaza

Professor at University of Berkeley, United States, expert and author 
on transitional justice, human rights violations, international 
criminal law and global environmental issues.

Professor Dr. Mithat Sancar

Professor of Law at the University of Ankara, expert and author on 
Constitutional Citizenship and Transitional Justice, columnist for 
Taraf newspaper.

11 Guilford Street

London WC1N 1DH

United Kingdom

+44 (0)203 206 9939

info@democraticprogress.org

www.democraticprogress.org

Twitter: @DPI_UK


